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perjane nt \_'esid ce; No. 3 YATOI-MICHI, DAISHOJI-LIACHI, ENULA-GUN, ISHIKAWA prefecture. y
gtatus; Tarrior lclass. | $
wamd: KUSLKA, Ryuhosuke ‘ :
rFormger clan : ‘
Piréhpluca and thL of birth; TOKYO - 25 September 1892. | 1

Former names
Franily names and birth dates;

Father; peceased -25 April 1931. 4
prother; NAO .~ Born 22 March 1867. |
gister; KO - pdrn 11l gctober 1896.

Rrother: SAINOSUKE - pRorn 21 Qctober 1898.

Rrother; ASANOSUKE - porn 25 Qctober 1900.

prother; UNOSUKE .~ pBorn 26 February 1903.

gistery SONE - pRoran 4 November 1904.

gister; SUFU - pBorn 26 Fetruary 1907.

3ister; :(OBU - 3mnorn July 1910,

wife, KIYO - Born lj Jenuary 1899. Nerried 23 July 1922
paughter: KaZU - porn 7 Qctoboer 1923.

gon; RIICHIRO - pmorn U} April 1925,

Son; JUNJIRO - Born 1 February 1928,

paucl.ter; MICII - 13 Jenuary 1934.

nauw:hiter; YOSHI - 22 gseptcmber 1935.

12 sevtsmber 1910; Appcliated an pfficer nandidate at the lJaval Academy by the Naval
ACﬂdeﬂlyi
13 pecember 1913; rurnished proof of graduation from the course at the Naval Academy by
tlie Navel Adademy.
I " " 3 Appointed candidate lor gnsign.
" \ n s Assigned to serve aboard tle Al by the Javal Academy.
12 Tanuery 191k; Sailed from SASEBO for CLINA, Arrived 31 Jenuary at CHENMULPHO,
Returned temporerily to Japan.
20 gppril 1914; sailed from YOKOSUKA for North China. arrived 2 Auzust at HAKODATE,
11 Auzust " 3 Transferred from the AZBMA to the OTOBA, l1lst Flzet, by the Nawvy pMinistry.
23 pugust ¢ ;  Quibreek of war wiih FEHANY
Arrived at FARKO Island 7 pay 1915.
1 pecember " ; Commissioned an wnsign by the cabinet.
" " n ,» Assigned to serve ahoard the OTOBA, 1lst Fleet, by the Navy ninistry.
10 Februsry 1915: conferred witl the 8th court Ran:, Senior nrade, by thLe Vvinistry of the
Tmperial jjousehold.
11 February " ; Left MAKO and participoted in combat enroute to SINGAPORE area,

19 July n . moransferred fran the OTOBA to the KAWACHI, 1lst Fleet, by the Navy Minl-
Stry. .

1 Au-ust v . mqransferred from the KAWACII o tlie YAGUMO, 1st plect, by the lavy
Ministry. -

7 NovermvL . I w , pecorated with the Imperial OQrder of the sin:le-Rays of the Rising

gun ‘and given-350 yen for #if¥# war service 1914-1915 by the Bureau
of pecorations. .

[ " n . Decorated witlh the Wor pedal, 1914-15, by the Bureau of necorations.

10 L pecorated.with the lMedal in Comuemoration of the Imperial =nthronement
in accordance with Tmperial ordinance No. 154 by the Bureau of
NDecorations.,

13 pecember " ; The YAGUMO, a 2nd cla s Reserve ghip, bescame lst Class Reserve on L
August, and on 1 September 1916 bLecame a part of tle Training Fleet.

1 pecember 1916; Promoted to Lieutenant (j. g.) by the cabinet.

11 " " ;+ The YAGUMC becume a guard ship.
28 n » ; Cconferrcd witli the 7th Ccourt Ranik, JuniQr grade, by the Imperial
F Household }iinistry. \
1z * " ; Sailed (escort duty) frow SABEBO for CIINA, Arrived 2 Januwary 1917 at
CLEMULPI:O. (Raturnsd temporeri ly to Japan,) -OVver-
R — r | — -~ e T e = Y - i




¢
4

5 April 1917; Sailed from YOKOSUKA for the North China coast (escort duty).

Arrived

30 July et TAKAO,

25 August "

mhe YAGUMO became a 2nd Class Reseive

Shipe. On 1 Qctober the YAGULO

becune & lst Class Res=arve Slip.

10 October 1917
1l pDecember ¢

n i i

LE]

-

20 pay 1918;. @

“

mransferrcd from the YAGIIO to'the'HOHGO, 2nd Fleet, by the Navy Ministry

Relieved from asdignment aboard the KONGO by the navy “iuistry
Appoint:zd aen ardinary student at tlhe Naval gunnsery School by e
Havy pinistry.

Frauducted as an ardinary student fro
ointed an ordinary scince st

the Navel sunnery sclicol and
udent at the »Maval Tu;geu4 School by tle

Navy Miaistry.

1l pecember 1318; graduated as an ordinary science suudgdu from the naval Tarpedo Schosl,

" M " 3 8ervice period increased one year in accordance with Secretariat
/Directive/ No. 2978 dated December 3, 1918. By the Navy Mianistry.
Assioned to serve aboard the KUlﬂ

" n " 3 gilven tle.lst selary grade by the Navy Ministry

1 December 191C¢; Pprouot=d to Lieutenant by tle cuh¢nnt.

" " " ¢ Releasd from gervice uaboard the KUWA by the navy j1riaistry

- : * ¢ Appoiated o Licher seiznce student at the pave) runnery Scn011 by the

20 January 1920,

12 Januexy ¥ g

1C " "

NavyY jj: nistry.
conferred with the ¥th Court Rank,
T'..»Ll:Jur old inistry.

Whiiile convalescing frou

3enior Jrada, by the Tumperial

influanh; took a 7=day trip to OSAXA,

1S : Returnsd to active duty 1letely recovared.,
1l December " ; Eraduated fron the “ﬁvql gununexyy Scliozl es & ki zhher science student

l December "

10 webrucry 1921.

19 yrarel. "

1 N O 721iL

Re

by the Navy Uinistry.
Arprinted a division officer and
thie IUTSU,

Mianistr e

as ng=-sut erew of
On 3 December 1920 [ifting-out duties ended. By tlie avy
Relieved I principul duty and asii_ned to the rittinr-out ersw of
tha SULUKI by tle Navy piaistry.

e

-am
s Ky

Relived from principal duty and assi -ned to0 serve abourd
wiilch beciie & lst Class Reseove Ship on 25 pay 1921. By tle Navy

G‘E-.CL ed TI‘ MSI.L1L-1 Stl r‘l&-lu’ .'._;l':.:
" 191421920 by the mureau of

G tl. lne Var Nedal f'or servicaes Zn cantat 19141020 by tlié
Hureéu o Neco.atioas,
The SULUKI became rvert of tie 1st Fleet.
Sa3iBO for TSIGGTAO, Arrived on tle 30th at

3ailed (sscort duty) frouw
the pay of ARIAXE,

Relieved from assiznment aboard tiz SUSULT and a 0fatsd & divisio
Df_ic; :f the KWANTO, a 2nd class nesarve 3Lip, by the "a""'?*ui;' Ve

e 2nd salary gprade: by tlie Ijav;

_.I

¥
une 1922; Re li‘V’u frgu DT 01“nl duty and appo:inted a division officer abosrd the
YiLASEIRO, o training

ship, by tle lMavv priani-try

o L
F A L] = . » ] - . =
Sail=d from YOROS hhn for Russian cousital ter itory (escort duty).
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3922 of 1921.)
Placed on escort duty ez of this dete. (Secrctariat /pirective/ 1o
L726 of 1922),

el Ll &8 BN
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1 gciober 1924: Revision in foxrim ‘of arpointments in accordance with KAILJIN /Til: naval
rersonnel Dept. / /D:Lrﬁa.,t] "ﬁ/ No. 79. '

1 pecembe* 192h. Relieved from prineipal and concurrent dutieg by the Navy Ministry.

" ! w ., Appointed to the Navel War College as an "A' Class studeat by the
Navy Minisiry. | 2

" f f : yiven the 3 1st 8 1_&_15; rade Ly the Navy 1iaistry.

16 Felbruary 1925; Canfe:reu with the 6tlL Court Rank, Junior grade, by tle Imperial

Pousaliold 1"inistry.
10 September 1925, ‘Appointed assistant to” Tiie Umpire for the Small 1avy 1tansuvers of
1925 by tle navy ministry.
1 pec wber 1925; promoted to Lieut. Comaander by the Caitinet,
s Decorated with tie TImperial oOrder of the.Sacri u Treas s dThY-Class’,
by the purecau of Dccor aL:.:;. - :
1 "rare!l. 1625; @Given 400 yen for servieces rendered on disvatcly to Russian ter: itoria
arzas by mf!mﬂm,mmmmm: Navy Miaistry.
23 parch 1926; Assigned to serve with the lleadquariers of the First nestroyer Squudron
tLen on cruise by the Muvy Mialstry.
10 gepternter 1926; Appointzd Mopire for the amall Navy Maneuvers o1 1
1EAnatry. : '
1 Decarber 1926; Assicned to the paval Alr Porce at KASULT -GA-URA by the Navy Mialstry.
1 June 1927: Relieved from principal duty; aypointed az instructor with the yaval Air
rorce ai KASI=-Ga-Unh and, concuri=ntly, an instructor at the Nas ral jjar
colle :@ by {le Navy liinlistry.
1 geotenbir 1927; Appointed tmpire for the Special lavy llaneuvers of 1927 by the Nawvy
Jinistry.
10 pecember 1928; Appointed a steff officer in tle Naval gensral ji eadquarters and,
coacurrently, a member of the Navy 'r'aclﬁnlcal Pm.x srance by the Navy
MLRistIrys.

D

25 by tle Navy

~

f " n . Asairned to serve with tle 2nd Sesction of tle First subsection by
Nevy neneral jfecd qu.*:;;'te.l S,

L " W s Assigmed to sarve wili Bl rd Section of the Second Subssction by
Navy aneral Hoeosdgquareaers, - g

" " n ., Aupointed a member of the Comaittes Por Selsction of Prizewianers
of the Tmperisl Bounty pivea For Study by tlie Havy ministry.

27 Feoruary 1929; Assigned to serve witl the gpecial Inspector by tlie Navy 1finistry.

16 1 -:;..‘L =r 1928; Dpecorated with tha lxzdal in Commuemoration of tle Tapsrial

rothronement in accordznce with Tmperisl Qrdinence Jjo. 188 of 1528 by

the Bursau of t)ecmaumﬁb.
10 gucust 1929;¢ ordered to proceed o... bua.ﬁ.neas to Americé. pepatel Qolkyo 22 Augus
1929 and salled from K ASUWLI ~Ga-Uilh gboard the qrafl Zesbelin.,’ By th
Navy Ministry.
geptember 1929; Avpointed tmpire for the small Navy yvaneuvers of 1929 by the Navy
rinistry.
11l octobexr 1929; Returu~*—=~d to Japan arriving at yokohama,
15 parch 1930; (Qoaferresd with tle 6th gourt nRank, Senior grede, by the Imperial
Housshold 1’inistry
11 September 1930; Apoointsed tmp iI a for Lo Spscial avy laneuvers of 1930 by the Navy
inistry. '
1 pescember 19303 Promoted to Comicndsr by the C:.;L-:l,"le‘b

'—'
Ln

1 " " . Appointed an o.....r_._,lut::: officer with F irst Alr Forcs Squad“;;1
/IN: Same dasiznation is used in De..-.., 1se Noc. No. 1975, but a mor
¥ accurate t;h.;dluui_:a. ig "pirst cerricr pivisicnn/ by tle Navy I‘T:;:l:;..str

15 May 1931; BRecawe lead of his family as a result of his father's deati.
‘muc her 1031; Assigned to service with Navy General Headquarters and, coancurrently,
wvith the Navy liaistry by tie Nevy Ninistry

L L " Pirectzd by the Irinister to serve in the ﬁux..u.u of Navel Affairs, tle
Navy Ministry., _
" " n « QOrdered to serve with the First Subsection by Navy General Headquar
-0ver- :
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| 1 Dzcember 1931: Given concurrent ayu ointrment as an instructor at the Naval varx
< college by tlie !®vy Kinistry,
: 10 December " 3 Appointed a member of the Mavy Student Selec¢tion Board by the Navy
Jf-.,-- ‘ | I,L.llab.t.‘_,'- : : ‘
: 12 September 1932:  Appointed Umpire for the smaell Navy Maneuvers of 1932 by the. ljavy
rin "“J.':.'.
3 rebruury 1933; A _,.:ai.; ted a membar of tlie Comzittee ¥or Revision of the wavel warfeare
Service Regulations by the wavy Ministry. |
. 1 June 1933; Abpointed ympire for the Special jawvy Maneuvers of 1933 by the Navy
’ . inistry,
: 22 June 1933: Appointed a member of tle '3_.:.0:.'*.&1 Tnquiry Section by the ravy Ministry,
b Auzust " 4 ,‘@;;:ﬂ:.:*xt'aﬂ a memver of the Air gombat Traiani Rules Comittes by tle
_ wavy Ministry. |
1 geptember 1933: Apoointed mxecutive Officer of the IWATE, an escort ship as of 1
Decembex lf}_j__,. By tle Navy Ministry.
7 Fetrutry 1%3L4. pecorat vitl, tlie Tmperisl order of the Sacresd Trzasure, 3rd Class,
(o, 782 736) 'b:,r t..lo Rureaun of pecorations,
1 Auzust 1934 Acpointed vmzi fo f%y%aa—&:! big Mavy Mansuvers of 1934 by tle
Navy 1 .1:45'1..1“' - '
Qz'ootober ! g gmd to.m
Tfi‘— > 8 . 'o
* - da)t ¥ el ‘ N
‘ ADDED -3YmeT ' :
22 pctouer 1934: Assi:zned vo sorve with the PPivst Ssecti pf" the Admini strstiosa Dopt.
by the Waval Alr psadquerters.
15 Novembaer 193l: Promoted to Cagtain by the gar. net,
" " ¥ _ADDOI DT Cliief of tle First Saction, Administrution Department,
Neval Alr liealigu=a‘ters, by tle navy Maiuaistry. Coacursntly,
male z:ab -y of tlhe Navy Technical Coufersuce.
ll Decenbsr W ¢+ Give n-resular duty as Secretary of the Aviation Tagquiry
Cou=:13810n tlie Comuunications Miszistay
16 yjovember 1934. Arpoiated member of the Ccomittes For 3election of Naval Air
' Resc.ve mTrainees by tle yavy inistry,
: 15 oveutbey " ; Apcointed -a nember of itle javal Students 3election gomitiee by the
avy Milisily.
" L " 3 Apcointed s neicbsr of clie Comnrendation ITnauiry Com.ission by tlie
Navy hainistl'y.
: ’ . ¢ Appc0lnted a ember ol ilie Fusl )easures Taquiry Couuission by =
NMavy 1A aistry.
0 " i : M 202 1ted a iwenbsr of the Qounittee For rstablisisnent 2f tis Havy
Memoriel rall ({tesmporary asme) by the Navy Ministry.
A 17 mjovember W Appcinted member of the Taquiry Commmigsion on Factories &nd Projects
putside the Naval Service by tlie Mavy Ministry.
" n " 3 Ap2dinted ??I‘*Le:‘ of the Comudttee For Study of tle guidance of
VANCIHURLA and NOIGOLIA b;;,' tke Tavy yiaistry.
| 5 " " ¢ Apgpointed a member of tlie Comunittee For Study o1 Armement Restrictions
by the Navy Ministry.
15 pecember 1934:. conferred with the 5th court Rank, Junior grade, by the Imperial
Jouseliold Ninistry.
17 Movemver " 3 Appointed a zember of the Committee For Investigation of Preparctiocns
e For pispatcli of Troops. (Term expired 2 October 1936). By tle
Navy rinistry.
r 1l Februory 1935; embership in the Navy Tecl.nical Confer:nce abolished ia accordance
-. with revisions in the Navy Technical pDepartment Regulations under
Imperial ordinance No. 8 of "“_,5
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12 3a terber 1936; Appointed a membar .of "the Investigation Committee of Army-Navy
AlT 'ﬂadq_ua ters by the Navy Ministry.
n " fl ¢ . ADP ointed Se TQLE.I' oL ‘the Tll'f*ﬂﬁfig&tiﬂfl Comaittee of Army=-17avy
Air needquarters by the Navy pministry.
21 september 1935; Decorated vyth the Medal in Commemoration of the yisit of the
maperor of IMANCHUKUO fo Japan by the Rureau of necorations.
16 ovember 1936; A *raint-d CO of the HOSLO, 1st rleet, eflective 18 November 1936
and lasting until 23 October 1937 by the Navy Ministry.
17 Decawber 1936: Relieved of non-resular dutyas Secretary of tlie Avietion Inquiry
commuission by the gomaunications Mizistry.
16 pctober 1937 ° Assigned to serve with the Heudquerters of the Third Fleet by tlhe
Navy Miaistry.
r n  Appointed an operations ai‘i‘icer of the ghina Area Fleet and, concurrently
of the Third rlest by the lavy rinistry.
15 January 1938; Assigned to serve with I*Eaey ;c.n..ral Headquarters by the Navy lZinistry.
n " " . oOrdered to serve with the First sSection, the First Department, by
Navy reneral Jlecdquarters.
3 yarch 1938; ordered to rroceed on business to the Republic of China and to LAl ICLIUKUC
by tlie Navy Ministry,
2 ey 1938: Appointed a momber of the gom:iittee For, study of Joint Army-itavy Strategy
by tle Navy lrinistry. .
Appointed a memter D tlL: Submarine 3tudy Comnicsion by the Navy pinistry.
t  Aloointed a ssetion chief in Navy neneral readquarters and, concurrasntiiy
8 member ol tle Navy Tecinical Council by the Navy Ninistry.
I " " ALpbia ed a z-.z;.-:,;l;er o' tlhie Navy staff, Impoiriel nsneral Headquerters, by

20 octobe

@

N :
25 April 193
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SRS " Appol nted e member of tlhe Cidttee =n Standards of Pov r of Naval neses tad
1 1 3
i
i

{ May M Arpoint=2d momper ol ths ooziitiee To Secure the goms truction of aval
tations bty tlhe War )Ministry. J
25 April 1988: aiven concurreat appoiantnient as a sember of the peadquarters of th
Yeneral Sted'f by tla yar Miaistry. | |
" " W ¢ ApDpoiatizd concurrently 1o the Army stalf, Imperial gzacral Readquuarters, \
by tle rvar yiaistry,
" " ¢ Acsoinved Glisfl of tle pirst Section, First pepartuent, operatious

: the Imyerial ceneral psadquarters. .
14 Octover 1939: Appoiated a member of the :;;.;.ilt{,.:a-, For study of Capital SlLi) rRridzes
by the :‘.':.;v;f pinistry.
15 wovsmber 1939: Aopointsd CO of the AKAGI, morm expired 2 jovember 1940. Ry the
Nevy 1 .:..ustrw -
1 AN " e

L ‘--&--—-‘-1-"-—- [

.-
L

lisved of membership in the Comuittec To Secure the Construciion of
Naval stations by the war I inistry. . : )
] r y r," 14 Y = sde DD b, EAS § ] .
" # s Relieved of concurrent a; atmznt to tie Army stefl'f, Tmperial censral -
Feaaquarters, by the war linistry _ | g

tle gensral staff by the war pin istry,

Bt

Relievad of concurrent arpointn -.n*‘ as a member of the lleadquarters of g
R - v .CI . Mt arrond ve 1 3 : . s . ]
15 January 1940. gonferred with the 5th court Rani, Senior Grade, by the Imperial y
liouseliold linistry. - -
15 november 1939; Granted a s_oceial remuneration for services as CO of the AKAGI wiile ,

on active service.by the Navy liinistry. .
15 Octobter 1940:; Assiined to serve itk the jeadaquarters of the Combined Fleet by tle :‘
Navy Kinisiry.
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15 october 1940.
l_} Octobex 9;‘;,3;

15 Novamber 19
i n "
15 January
iH April l‘;:h.l;
dvADEail M. &
1 jay )
June "
13 - July ©
19 July "
L July o
2‘5 August
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1941,

1942;

granted a special salary YLy the pavy ministry.
pesignated to serve aboard the AMAGL by the Combined Fleet.
40: PmPomoted to Rear.Admiral by the Cabinet.
: Avpointed CO of the Fowrth Combined Air group by the Navy Ministry.
Avzointed (O of the 24th Air Flotilla by the Navy Ninistry.
Apooint *cl Ciilef of gtaif of tue First Air Fleet by the Nevy Mianistry.
Assigned aboard tie flagship AILGI by the First Air Fleet,
Tirausferr.d to tie KAGA | dus to change in flagshiys by ®wirat Air Fleet.
mrausferred to the ARAGL n v h 1 " 1 " " N,
] " T KAGA n- " J " " " " " "
" n N SBGAblL f n 1 f " " AN
MNUAGT " i [ " t yia it

1 " Y

" " " oliuisanl " " 1 1" " n n .y
- 4 A

. " n AKAGT : ’ ’ ! v §

i " " BAGA n n " n { 1 1 i

L]
Decorated with the Im erial military order of ‘“ue Golden Kite aand given
g700 yen i..l services Ia the GlLA Incident by the Bureau of pecomations.
pDeeorated witl tle war Medal ! Coummemoration of the Chima Incident by
tl.e Bur Dzcorations,

Li.2 Bureuu o1 :
- ..-"--1.1 3 o JHT ¥ A - 3 » . re | T *
Traasferred to tle AAZL que to:clangs

in flagsliys oy Pirst Alr rleest.
n

Transierred to the XIRISHILA n o n " " " L B %
Aspointer Chief of Stalf of the Thixrd Fleot by tie yavy Ministry.
‘tuh;i.u. ned x.l-- dara tlc .flc-.*_-.:i- &L LaidlU u.-'*- the Tlixrd Flwet.
Transferrsd to tle SIURAIU cCus to change in flagsidys by tle Third Flest,
ecorated with the Tuap riul Qriéer of Ll‘-_: 3acred Treasure, 2nd glas:zs, by
tlie Bureau of Dacorations.

Trensferred to the JUINAL due 19 chan Le in flagshiys by the Third Floak

-

3  Arpointad comuander of the evel Air or ;_.,,,.j_; &+t YOKOSUEA and, concurientiy,
memuer of tle Navy Technical gGouncil by the 1 yavy Ministry,
: "y _,'_:.' 1ted a wember of tle ATy O .'H:..i’i'..ul . A ittt Tochlu cal C+L’i..ac;l
s Navy M 11..._,',1_, 5
3 Adpciuled a lember of tle aval Air jeadquarters Teclnical council Dby
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e

- DIRKCT BXAMINATION OF KUSAKA, RYUNOSUKE, /
! m 4, o Rﬂtﬂrta 8 sotpiipemaomaingid
26757 “ * The witness stated that he lived in Osaka. He examined
axhibitl Moo 3010, and after making corprections, said it was his affidavit
L7858 and werifisd it. ¢ The affidavit stated the witness was &a vice~Admiral

who particapatad at pearl yarbor as Chief of Staff of the First Air

\ fress Flsed, The plan was begun by Admiral YAMAMOTO. commander of

the Combined Fleet, around January 1941. In April or May, after the
witnesas was aasigned as Chief of gtaff of the First Air Fleet, he learned

oi the plan

Iris attack was a hazardous and speculativs cperation, pene
traving d34p Anto enamy lines. gince it was considered too venturesame,
¢ wavinrs atudiss weare repeatadly mede. However, the witneas 4id not
-spusder the oias to b2 practical and expressed lengthy opposition 10
AOTO.  VAMAMOTO replisd that he urderatood the witness' opinion,

sat it wer troke out width tue Y. S., considering Japan's military

! styangtd, bs bad uo confidsnce 1n carrying out naticnel strengih
axv@pt by nttackicz the U. S. fleel immediately after war broke out,

4 3 long es the fleet 23 gtationed at yewaii, they mist begin by an

' 4t back there. He asked that opposition be stopped, and that Torce Ds

ioncantiated roward Sscuring 84 SUCCesd.

! e Generel Staif in early October, despite previous opposSiticu. i
| . covg way to YAMAMOTO's opinion and cohsented to a study of the Hawaiian ’
r | h7ht:  cpsration, so that preparations could be made for an emsrgency. ¢ Joint
L | stpdies wars then mads between the Gensral Staff, staff officera of the
Combinod Flest and the First Alr Force Fleat. As the studies wers made,
she atmosphere changed to the point of view of adopting the Hawaii Atiack
plan ag the first priority. This was due to the fact that headquarters
gars 80 convinced of its possibilities as compared with the disadvantege
5 planning 2 counter attack strategy to protect ths undefended mandate.
8% that time there was only one carrier based air force fleet,
the Frst, consisting of three air force squadrons, the First, Second,
und Fourtn. There were also two light aircraft carriera, forming the
26763 s mird Alr Squadron of the First Fleet. On September 25, 1941, the
¥a1fth Air Force Squadron was assigned for service under the First ALY
Mlast. OFf the four air force squadrons, both carriers of the Fourth
were capahls of carrying only a znall number of outmoded planes, which
were elow with & short crulsing Pﬂnséa and entirely unfit for the ‘
sparetion. The Combined Fleat sutmitted certain demands to the centrad

authorities.
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They asked that they select highly trained air orew members
from both carriers of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to fill vacancies
in the First and Second, thereby increasing the number of carrier planes
on both squadrons, and fighter planes. They asked that they fill
vacancies in the Fifth Squadron with trained personnel experienced on
carriers, from land air force units.

* There was no other way to supply men for the first demand
than to pull out training officers and em instructors. There was great
reluctance from the Persomnel Bureau because this would inconvenience
the training of future air crews. However, the Combined Fleets demands
were sirong enough to get this wish.

The attack was conducted by a temporarily organized task force,
with the First Air Force Fleet as its main body. It was the middle of
October when the shifting of personnel and the formation of the force was
completed, pPecause the attack was not thought possible without rigid
training, they had to carry out practice schedules until late November.
Since the date of embarkation was around the middle of November, the
fleet left without a month's training.

Studies revealed that an attack by daylight or befors daybreak
was the desirable time of attack, But due to the insufficient training of
personnel and the lack of confidences in taking off from carriers and
formation flying, together with navigation before daybreak, it was
arranged to have the planes leave 30 minutes before daybreak, and the
hour for attack was fixsd for an hour and a half aftar daybreak,

* There were two major difficulties with this operation. (Qne
was the problem of a shallow submerpion torpedo. Previous studies had
been made to lessen the submersion degree 'of torpedoes;after firing, and
to shorten the distance of stabilization. These studies were made before
the Pearl Harbor Operation was conceived, and was designed for aerial
torpedo attacks on shipping. The results were not satisfactory. when
work on Pearl Harbor began, resesrch on this became more important because
it was unanswered as to whether aerial torpedo attacks were possible in
the restricted and shallow waters of pearl Harbor. The First Air Force
Fleet, with the cooperation of the yokusuka maval Air Corps and Air
Technical Depariment, made repeated experiments, and finallly concluded
it was possibdble. '

Remodeling of torpedoes was delayed and they could not be
delivered before embarking for the rendezvous point at Tenkan Bay, sc
the aircrafi{ carrier Kaga remained behind until it received the remodeled
torpedoes, * and then distributed them at the rendezvous.
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There was also the question of torpedo net cutters thought
necsssaxy for the operation, but the studies and experiments did not
produce satisfactory results and it was decided not to equip them with
cutters. fThe second difficulty was extending the cruising range of the
spips for the attack. The force took a northerly course where ships
wore ascarce to aveld discovery, and planned to approach Hawaii fram the
north where they thought air patrols would be sporadic.

. It was the northeastern monsoon period, and they knew that
eariain carriers and the destroyers would not have sufficient cruising
rangge if refueling was impossible due to strong wind and high waves.
AS to refusling destroyers, they had had considerable experience, and
if 1t was impossible they could turn back and the operation be cauiaed
ol by cruisasrs and heavier ships.

L7766 T™e problem was different as to carriers. » If three out of
21X wore omilied, the operation could not be performed. After many
atudies, it was decided to carry fuel in the double boitomed secticns
snd stacking fu@l drums outside storage roams. If refueling was found
iupossible, the ships could return to a point 160° east longitude.
However, such loading was prohibited by naval regulations on one
carrier, considering the strength of the ship. The witness entered
into negotietions to neutralize the regulation, but without success.
YRIAOTO was forced to teke full responsibility for the possibility of
an accident, and the decision was mads to load in this manner although

' 20t in compliance with regulations.

The task force was to leave port, either alone or in small
, groups, around November 15, in accordance with corders, and rendezvous
at Tankan Bay by Novamber 22. After refueling, the force left the Bay
20767 at 0600 ¢ November 27 to the next stand-by point at 42€ north latitude,
170° west longitude.

During this operation, there were two importent probleams
which wera of great concern to the witness. One was whether the main
Us Se Fleei would be stationed in Hawaii when the attack was to be made.
The other was the fear of enforecing the attack when orders might have
beon transmiited to return but which were not received dus to remote
distance of communication or other causes. This would have been a
grave problem had orders been sent to return and not received.

).

‘?. Go December 2, Imperial Headquarters naval Section statsd

g toat diplomatic negotiations would be continued evsn after they had

0 reached a decision designating December 8 as the day to open hostilities
and there was a ray of hope that hostilities could be avoided.

- - - - -.
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1f they reached an amicable settlement, or a possibility of
| 26768 reaching a peaceful gettlement became a certainty, * all operational
~ forces would have stopped and they would have returned home. This was
indicated in Imperial Headquarters Naval pepartment mnskiruction Number
5 and in Combined Fleat Headquarters mstruction No. 1. The words,
"In the evsnt of important change in situation® meant an amicable
settlement of the negotiations. They had heard of this matter from
YAMAMOTO at every opportunity. The witness was greatly concerned until
the 5th or 6th of Dscember, wasn he received a telegram from the Naval

staff stating there was no hope o

# g —

we thought that the ultimaium was to be delivered prior 1o
the attack and was being taken care of hy the central authorities. He®
was convinced that notification had been comminicated before the attack
begen. Strategically, an attack without notice might be idealistic,
but such treachercus action was unthinkable from the point of view of
training and common 32036 of the Japanese naval officer and because of

tha code of Bashido.

26769 * The witness expected a possible discovery of the operation
by patrol planes 1n Hawaii. The observation sea planes wers to arrive
at pearl Harbor at least 30 minutes ahead of the forces, and they were
expecting the attacking forces to be caught by radar, thus revealing the |
potential attack. They were prepared 1o suffer considerable demage
and casuslties in this risky attack, and were surprised when it did

‘ not ocaure.
THERE WAS NO CROSS-EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESS.

from exhibit No. 809, 1t was stated that on November 21, 1941,
26770 NAGANO * sent %O YAMAMOTO a message 1I which it was stated that in the
sevent an agreement was reached in negotiations, the commander of tie
combined Fleet would immediately order the forces to return. Attaniion
of the Court was called 10 exhibit No. 809.
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N Gurriculum Vitae
F

Permanent residence. No 3 YATOI-MICHI, DAISEOJI-MACHI, ENUMA-GUN , ISSTKATA [
Prefecture. %

Status? Warrior class.

Name: KXUSAKA, Rynnosuke

Former clan names

Family names and birth dates:
Father ! Deceased =25 April 1931.
Nother NAO-Born 22 March 1867«
Sister KO - Born 11 Ustober 1896.
Brother : SAINOSUKE - Born 21 Ustober 1898.

Brother i ASANOSUKE - Born 25 October 1900.
Sister SONE - Born 4 November 1904.
| Sister SUF0 - Born 26 February 1907

Siaster NOXJ - Born July 1910.

Wife . ¥TYO - Born 1l January 1899, Married 23 July 1922.
Daughters: ¥AZU « Born 7 October 1923.

Son ¢ RIICHIRO - Born 14 April 1925.

Son . JUNJIRO - Born 1 Febrary 1928.

Daughter: MNICHI - Eorn 13 January 1934.

Daughters YOSHI - Born 22 September 1935.

:
:
:
:
Brother : UNOSUKE - Born 26 February 1903
'
:
:
1

12 September 1910: Appointed an O0fficer Candidate at the Naval Academy by the
Naval Academye.

19 December 191733 Furnished proof of graduation from the course at the
Naval Academy by the Naval Academy.

? " "3 Appointed candidate for Bnsign.
" . I Assigned to serve aboard the AZUMA by the Ngval Academy.

12 January 1914 3 Sailed from SASWEO for CHINA. Arrived 31 January at
CHEMULPHO . Raturned temporarily 1o Japan.

20 April 1914 ¢ Sailed from YOKOSUKA for North China. Arrived 2 August
at HAKODATE.

11 August " 3 Transferred from the AZUMA to the OTORA, lst Fleet, by
+he Navy Minisiry.
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25 August 1914 t Outbresk of war witn GERIANY .
Arrived et MAKO Islend 7 Mey 1915.

;. 1 Decerber ® t Commissicned an Insign by the Cabinet.
b
; . " - + Assizned to serve ePoerd the OICBA, 1lst Fleet, by the
J _ Nevy Ministry.
.
: 10 Februery 1615 Conferred with the 8th Court Rank, Senior Grede, by the ,‘
Ministry of the Imperiel Houschold. 1
11l February " 3 Left MAKO and nerticipeted in cambat enrcute to SINGAZURE
&Irc8e
1y July o : Transferred fran the OILOBA to the KAWACHL, lst Fleet,
by the Navy Ministry.
1 August " 3 Trensferred fran the KAWACHI tc the YACUMO, 1lst Fleet, by
the Nevy Ministrye.
7 November o : Decorated with the Imperisl Order cf the Single-Reys of
the Rising Sun end given 350 yen for vwer service
191,-1915 by the Bureau of Decoraticns.
. . - : Dccorated with the Wer Medel, 191L-15, by the Buresu
of Decoratims.
10 . . : Decoreted with Lhe Medsl in Commemoraticn of the lmperiel i
Fnthronement in accordance wita Imperiel COrcdinence
No. 154 by the Bureeu of Decoreticns.
15 December * t  The YAGUNMO, e 2nd Class Reserve Ship, beceme lst Class '
Rescrve on 1 August, end cn 1 Seotember 1916 beceme &
sart of the Treining Fleet,
' 1 Decembher 1610 : Promoted to Lieutenasnt (j. g.) by the Cabinet.
11 " » ¢t The YACUMO beceme a guerd shipe.
20 . . « Conferred with the 7th Court Renk, Junicr Grede, ’
by the Im eriel Houschold Minisiry.
12 o " ' Seiled (escert duty) fran S4SLs0 for CilliA. Arrived
2 January 1917 at C.IEMULYHC. (Returned temporerily
% to Japan.)
| 5 April 1917 + Sgiled from Y(EWUKA for the North Chine ccoast (escort
_.’ duty)e. Arrived 30 July et TAKAC.
.-i
¢
<2
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25 August 1917

10 Octeber 1917

1l December "

20 Mey 151

l Decemper 1518

1l Decemberl 919

20 Jenuery 192C

12 Jenuery "

19 L] "

1l December "

1l Decemher "

10 Februsry 1521

1S March "
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The YACUMO becamec & 2nd Class Reseive Ship. On 1
October the YACUMO became & lst Class Reserve Ship.

Trensferred fran the YACUMC tc the KQVGO, 2nd Fleet,
by the Navy Ministry.

Relieved from essignment aboerd the KQICC by the
Nevy Ministry.

Appointed an ordinary student at the Navel Guunery

Scacol by the Navy Ministry.

Greduated as an ordinary stucdent frem tae Navel Cunnerxry
Scheeol end a.pcinted en ordinery science student at the
Navel Torpedo School by the Nevy Ministry.,

Gredueted &8s en ordinery sciecnce student fran the
llevel Torpede School.

Service period incrcecescd onc yegYy in eccordence with
Secreteriat /Directivef No. 2978 deted December %, 1518,
By the Nevy Ministry. Assigned tc serve sboerd the KUVA.
Given the lst selery grade by the MNevy lHnistry.

Pranoted to Lieutenent by the Cebinet.

Released fron service sboerd the KU'A by the Navy
Ministry.

Appecinted & higher science student et the Navel Guanery
Scheol by the Navy Ministry.

Conferred with the 7¥h Court Renk, Senior Grade, by the
Irperiel Household Ministry.

Wnile ccnvalesgeing from influenze toeck & 7-dey trip te
OSAKA .

Retumed to active duty completely recovered,

Grecueted fran the Neval Cunnery Schccl as a higher
science student by the Nevy Minsgtry.

Ap_cinted a divigion cofficer end essigned tc the
fitting-out crew of the MUISU., On 5 December 192C
fitting-out duties ended, By the NavyMinistry.

Relieved fron principel duty end essigned tc the
ftting-out crew of the SUZUKI by the Hav, inistry,

Relieved fran principal duty end 8ssigned tc serve

e S AN S R AT 2 T = S ¥ R g g9 e
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1 Novemher 1920:

1l August 1?21

19 August *

1l Octobher "

-

1l December 1921:

10 June 1922:

20 COctcber 1921:

9 Neventbexr ® 3
30 -ADdxyd 1S2 :
2 Junc 1522 :

J

1 November 1520:

)

N l...:..l.jfr 1 ,:E

-~ " - . i
20 November 2. 3

1l Cctober 1924 1

Page 4

ehoerd the SEBKI, which beceme & lst Cless Feserve Ship
on 27 May 1921, By the Nevy Ministry.

Decorated with the Imperisl COrder of the Sacred Treesure,
5th Cless, and given 40C yen for services in the war
of 1911.-1920 by the Bureeu of Decoreticns.

Decoreted wih the Wer Mecdel for services m ccmbet 1,1,-1920
by the Bureeu cf Decoraticns. '
The SUZUKT Beceme pert of the lst Fleet.
Sailed (escort duty) fran SASEBC for TSINGTAC. Arrived o
the 30th et the Bay of ARIAKE.

Pelieved fron essignment aboard the SUZUKI end eppointed a

divisien officer of the KANTO, a Znd Cless Reserve Ship, Dy the
Nevy Ministry.

Given the 2né salery grede by the Wavy ilinistry.

Relicved fran principel duty end epocinted & divisica
of ficer eboerd the YAVASHINO, & treining shi,, by tae
I‘Ii VJ' ",L‘..S‘LI_,' M

Seiled Trom YOKOSuKA for Ruscien ccestel terrilory (escord
L'lut"’r.} *

Pleced cn cemhet service zs of this date. (Secreteriet
/Directive/ No. 3922 of 1921.)

Pleced on oscort duty eg of this dete. (Secreteriat
/Directive/ No. -172C of 1322).

Retumed to TOEGSUEA,

Decorated win the Victory Mecel (1620) in eccordence with
the Victory 'edel Crdinence by the Bureeu cf Decoretlcns.
Request for marrizge appreved the 12th of July.

Relieved from orincipal duty; ep.cinted & secreiery cf the
YOKOSUKA Navel District and, cemcurrently, an cperatvicns
officer by the Navy Ministry.

Revisicn in fron of eppeintments in eccordence vitn xald 1
/Bi: Nevel perscnnel Dept./ /Directive/ No. 79.
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1 December 1924

16 February 1925
10 September 1925

1 December 1925

27 January 1926
1l March 1925

25 March 1926

10 September 1926 ;.
1 December 1926

1 June 1927

1 September 1927 2

10 December 1928
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Relieved.fram principel and concurrent duties by
the Navy Ministry.

Appointed to the Naval Vier Colleze as an "A" Class
student by the Navy Ministry,.

Given the lst salary grade by the Navy Ministry,

Conferred with the 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade,
by the Iaperial Household Liinistry.

Approinted assistant to the Umpire for the Small
Navy Meneuvers of 1925 by the Nevy Ministry.

Prommted to Lieut, Commander by the Cabinet,.

Decorated witi: the Imperiasl Ordexr of the Sacred
Treasure, 4th Class, by the Bureau of Decorations,

Given 400 yen for services rendered on aispateh to
russian territorial areas by the Navy liinistry,

Assigned to serve wilh the lleadguarters of the
First Destroyer Syuedron then on cruise by the
Navy Ministry.

Appointed Umpire for tlie Small Navy Maneuvers of
1926 by the Navy ilinistry,

Assizneda to the Naval Alr lorce at KASUMI-GA-URA
by the Navy Ministry.

Relieved irom principal duty; appointed an
instructor witli the Naval Air Force at KASUMI-
GA-URA eand, concurrently, &n instructor at the
Naval Wexr Collegse by the Navy Ministry,

Appointed Umpize for the Special fvavy Meneuvers of
1927 by the Navy Ministry,.

Appointed a staff oificer in the llaval General
Headguerters and, concurrently, a member ol the
Neavy TechEnical Conference by the Navy Kinistry.

Assigned to serve with the 2nd Section of the
Firstv Subsection by Navy Genersl lieadqguarters,

Assigned to serve with the 3rd Section of the
Second Subsection by Navy General Headqguarters,

Appointed & member of the Camuittee For Selection
of prizewinners of the Iumperisl Bounty Given For
Study by ithe Navy Ministry,




27 February '1929

16 November 192

10 August 1929

15 September 1329

11 Octobexr 1929

15 larch 1930

11 September 1950

1 December 1930

1 t N

15 hiay 19351

2 November 1951

1 December 1951

10 December "

12 September 1932 3
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Assigned to serve witl the Special Imspector by the
Navy Ministry. |

Decorated with the iledal in Coumemoretion of the
Tmperial Enthronement in accordence with Imperiel
Ordinance lio. 168 of 1928 by the Bureau of Decorations.

Ordered to proceed on business to America. Departed
Tokyo 22 August 1929 and seiled from KASUMI-GA-URA
aboard the Graf Zeppelin., By the llavy AMinistry.

Appointed Umpire for the small Navy lianeuvers of
1929 by the llavy blinistIye

Retuined to Japan erriving at Yokohaua,

Conferred with the 6th Court Renk, Senior Grade,
by the Imperial liousehold Ministry.

Avpointed Umpire for the Special Nevy llaneuvers of
1930 by the Navy Minisvrye

Promoted to Commander by the Cabinet,

Appointed en operations oificer with the First Air
Vorce Squedron /TN: Seme designation is used In
Defense Doc, o« 1975, but a wore accurete translation
is "Firsi Carrier Division"/ by the Navy Minisiry.

Became head of lLis family as a result of his
father's deatih,

Assigned to service with Navy General Ileadquerters and,

. s é
concurrently, with the Navy liinistiry by the Navy
lliiniﬂtryi

Directed by the Minister to serve 1in the Bureau of
Naval Affairs, the Navy Minisitry.

Ordered to serve with the First Subsection by Navy
Gencral Headguarters,

Given concurrent appointment as en instructor at the
Neval War Colleze by the Navy Ministry.

Appointed a member of the llavy Student Selection
Board by the Navy linistrye

Appointed Umpire for the small lavy lMeneuvers of 1932
by the lNavy Ministrye.
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1l June 1933 ]
22 June 1935 :
4 Auzust " :

=y 9

<c Octobexr 1934 3

22 October 1934 3

15 November 1934 ;
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16 Noveuber 19354 3

1G November ®
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Abpoinied a member of the Camiitee For Revision of
the Naval Warfare Service Regulations by ihe Navy Ministry,

Appointed Umpire for the Special Navy Laneuvers of
1953 by the Navy Ministry,

Appointed a member of ihe Special Inquiry Section ty the
Navy binistry,

Appointed a member of the Air Comvat Training Rules
Camaittee by the Navy Ministry,

Appointed Executive Officer of ihe IVATE, an escort ship
as of 1 Decembar 753« Ey the Navy Ministry,

Decorated with the Duperial Order of the Sacred Treasure
ord Class, (No. 762, 738) by the Buresu of Decorations,

'

Appointed Umpire for the big Nevy Meneuvers of 1954 by
the Navy Liinistry.

Assizned io serve in the Naval Air ieadouariers.

Assigned to sexrve with the First Section of the
Aaministration Dept. by the Neval Air lleadquarters,

Promoted to Captain by the Cebinet,

Appointed Chie of the First Section, Administration
Degartment, Naval Air lleadquarters, by the Navy Ministry,
Concurrently, made a meuwber of the Yavy Teciinigcal
Conlerence,

Given non-regular duty as Searetary of the Aviation
Inguiry Commission by the Comunicaticns Minisiry.

Appointed member of the Coumittee For Seleation of
liaval Air Reserve Trainees by the Navy Ministry,
Appointed a member of the Naval Students Selection
Cocumittee Ly the Navy Ministry.

Appointed a member of the Commendation inguilry Cormission
by the Navy Liinistry.

Appoinied a member of ihe Fuel l.easures Ingdiry Commission
by the Navy Ministry,

Appointed a member of the Committee sor Establishment of
the Navy Memorisl Hall (temporary name) by the Navy
Ministry,.
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17 November "

15 Deceuber 1934

17 November "

1l February 195

1 March 1934

15 July 193§

10 August 1955
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Appointed member of the Imquiry Commission on Factories
and Projects Qutside the Naval Service vy the Navy
Ministry,

Appointed member of the Comittee ¥For Study of" the
Guidance of MANCHUKIA and MONGOLIA by the Navy Ministry.

Appointed a member of the Camittee ¥or Study of Amament
Hestrictions by the Navy Ministrye.

Conferred with the 5th Cowxt Ranx, Junior Grade, by the
Inperial Household Ministry,

Appointed o member of the Camiittee For Investigation of
Yreparations For Dispatch of Troops, (Tem expired 24
Ociober 1956)e Ey the Navy kinistry,

liembership in the Navy Technical Conference abolished
in accordance with revisions in the Navy Teclinical
Depariment Regulations Under Iuperisl Ordinance NO,

Given. concurrent appointment as a wemter of the lNavy
Technical Conference (in accordance with Imperial
Ordinence Nics 7) Ly the Navy Ministry,

Appointed a mewber of the lavy Technical Depaxtment
fechnical Cowncil by the Navy Ministry,

Assigned to serve with the Speciel Inapcctor Ly the
Navy Ministry,

Ordered to proceed on business to MANCIUKUO by the
Nevy Ministry,

Appoiniled a member of the Accident Investigzation
Comnitiee of the liaval Air Headquartcrs by the
Naval Air Headquarters,

Decorated witih the lledal Yor Service in Founding the
Nation by the Emperér: of MANCIUKUO by the Bureau of
Decorations,

Appointed a member of the Coumittee For Study of
lieasures ror the South Pacific by the liavy Ministrv,

Appointed Unpire for the second phase of ihe big Navy
lieneuvers of 1955 by the Navy Ministry.

Decorated with the Medium Corden of the Iuperial Order
ol the Rising Sun (3-57-57) and siven 450 yen for 78
Sexrvice in the 1931-1934 Incident by the Bureau of
Decorations,




29 April 1954 ¢

4 Novembei 1995

“4 DLIC cgmber 19;5 i}

27 Januaxry 1936 ¢
19 Liarch 1936 !
15 Ausust 19356 -

12 September 1936

2l September 1955 3

16 November 1956 3.

17 December 1936

16 October 1937
20 Octobver " :

15 January 1938
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Decorated with the War liedal in Commemoration of the
1931-1934 Incident by the Bureau of Decorations,

Appointad & membgr of the Air Expenscs Curtailment
Investigation Cammittee by the Navy Ministry,

Appointed a member of the Conmittee For Establishment
of' Navy Hall by the Navy Kinistry,.

Given non-regular dauiy as an adviser to the Imperial Aviation.

Conference,

Appointed g member of the Znd Coamittee of the Naval
System Inguiry Commission by the Havy Ministry,

Approinted Umpire for the third hbhwwse of the Special Navy
wancuvers of 196 by the Navy Ministry,.

Appointed a member of the Investigation Comittee of
Arny-Nevy Air Headqua ters by the Navy llinistry,

Appointed Secretary of the Investigation Committee of
Aruy-Navy Air Headquarters by the Navy liinistry,

Decorated with the Medal iun Commemoration ol the Visit
ol the Eumpercr of MANCIUKUO to Jaepan by the Bureau of
Lecorations,

Appointed CO of the HOSIO. 1lst Fleet, effective 108
lovembexr 1936 and ladting until 23 October 1937 by the
Navy Ministry,

Helievea of non-regsular duty as Secretary of the
Aviation Inquiry Commission by the Coomunications
Ministry,

Assigned to serve with the lleadquarters of the Third
rleet by the Navy inistry,

Appointed an operations ofiicer of the China Area Ileet
and, concurrently of the Third Fleet by the Navy Ministry,

Assisncd to serve with llavyy Genexral Headguarters by the
Nevy liinistry,

" " " $ Ordered to serve with the First Section, the First
X Departuent, by Navy General hHeadquarters,
5 Maxch 1936 $ Ordered tc proceed on business to the Republic of
China and to MANCHUKHO by the lavy iinistry,
2 May 1936 ¢ Appointed a member of the Cormittee ¥or Study of Joint
Alny=llavy Strategy by the Navy Ministry,
= * E CA I R S ‘M%ﬂ = ~— m.-_._ P—
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2 May 19308 i Appointed a member ol +he Submarine Study Commission LY
the Navy 1inistry.

f{ 25 April 1938 { Avpointed a section chief in Navy General leadguarters ‘
and, coucurrently, a member of the Navy Technical
. Council by the Nevy MinisiIye.

" " " ¢ Appointed a member of the Nevy staff} Isperial General
lleadquarters, by the Navy Ministrye

. ’ ¢ ¢ Appointed a momber of the Navy Technical Department
Technical Council by the Navy KMinistrye ;

" " " i Apvointed Chiel of the Iirsi Section, the First
Department, Ly the Navy General Hea@guolteXrSe

2 Mey 1936 { Appointed a member of 1he Fuel lleasures Inguiry Commission
by the Navy Hinisiry.

. " " i Appointed a memper of ihe Conmittee on Standards of

Powar ol liavel Dases snd Naval Stations by the Navy

Ministrye. |
. . " + Appointed a member of the Nevy Distinguished Service

Inguiry Commission L the Navy Ministrye

7 liay " . Appoinied member of tle Comniviee Mo Secure the

Constiruction of Naval Stations by the Wer Minisiry.

Given concurrent eppointment cs a member of the
lleadquarters of ihe Geneml steff Ly the Var Ministyy,

Co

¢ hensd 107
c) AYii=s 197

f " " ¢ Appointed concurrently to the Army staff, Iuperial

L
-

General Headguerters, by ih War MinistIye

" " " ¢ Appointed Chief of the ¥irst Section, Irirsti Departuent,
Operations Departuent, by the Tmperial General
lleadgual'terse.

L, October 1959 Appointed a member of the Commitiee ¥or Study of
Capital Ship Bridges by the Navy Minisixy.

i 15 Novembexr 19359 3 Appointed CO of the AKAGI, Temm expired 2 Noveamber 19404
By the Navy KMinistiye.

o 3 " " W : Relieved of membership in the Committee To Secure the
Construction of Naval Stations by the War Liinistirye

" . " $ Relieved of concurrenv appointment to the Amy stalf,
- Tmperial Generel Headquarters, by the War Ministry.

" " " : kelieved of concuirent appointment as & member of the
Headqguarters of the General SteXlf by the War Llinisixy

”‘ N “W'*" .4_;“-*-' ' 5

ar b

T . "y Wl Pl

- . it A, e Sy oA e TV A~ .‘1!'"1' ' L]




Page 11

15 January 1940 8 conferred with the 5th Courl Renk, Senior Grade, LY the
- Imperial liousehold Ministrye

15 November 1939 1 Grented a special remuneraiion for services as CO of the
AKAGI while on active gervice., by the Navy Ministrye.
15 October 1940 1 Assigned to serve with the leadquerters of the Combined

Fleet by the Navy Minisirye
15 Oclober 1940 3 Granted & special salary by the Nlavy Ministrye.

15 Octobex 1940 1 Desiznated to seree aboard the AKAGI by the Cambined
1'.11.;61;.

15 November 1940 3 promoted to Rear Admiral by the Cabinct.

" . " ; Appointed CO of the Fourth Combined Air Group LY the
lNavy KinisiIye

Appointed CO of ihe 2, th Air ¥lotilla bY the llavy
MinistiXye

15 April 1941 i Appointed Chiel of Staff of the Firat Alir lecet by the
Navy Ministrye
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15 April " i Assizncad asboard the flagsship AKAGI by the First Alr
IlUUt.
; 21 ilay " ! Transferrcvd to the KAGA due to change in flagships by

First Air Fleet,

v i gl

6 Junec " y Transferrcd to the AKAGI 8ue %to chénge in fla¥ships
by First Air IFleete

| 13 July " : Trensferred to the KAGA due to change in flagships i

o ! by First AlY Fleet, :

| {
j ) = Y ; . 4 La 2 '1
] 19 July " ¢ Transferred to the SAZAIAMI due to change in flegships :
f by First Air Fleet. ;

—

. 31 July . ¢ Trausferred to the AKAGI due to change in flegships
‘.f by First Air Fleet.
25 Augusv " ¢ Transferred o +he SHOKAXU gue to change in Tlagships :
i by First Alr TFlecets l
» 5
§ September " ¢ Transferred o the AKAGI due to change in flagships '
| " py First &ir Fleet. '
§
F, o6 September " ¢ Transferrcd to the KAGA due to change in flagships
i by First Air Fleet.

; 29 April 1940 ¢ Decorated with the Imperial Military Order of the
| Golden Kite and given 6700 yen for services in the

ﬂuf“—ﬂ_wﬁﬁﬂ_—'w’ .
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29 April 1940

<5 October 1941

16 June 1942

Ly July 1942

f I "
20 July "
12 Llay "

27 October 1942

—r

<5 November

2H November

20 November Ly4"

29 November

15 Ma; "

15 April 19i2

-

:

CHINA Incident Ly the Bureau of Decorpations,

Decorated with the War Medal in Comnemoration of the
China Incident by the Bureau gf Decorations,

Transferred to the AKAGI .due to chan &€ in flagships by
First Air Fleet,

{ransferred to the KIRISIINA due to chan;e in flagships
by First Air I'leet,

Appointed Chief of Staff of the Third Pleet by the Navy
Ministiry,

Assijned aboprd 1he Tlagship ZUIKAKL by the Third Ileet,

Iransferred to ihe SHOKAKU due to chan e in Tlagships by
the Third Fleet,

Decorated with the Imperial Order of the Sacred Treasure,
end Class, by the Dureau of Decorations,

Iransierred to the NIXAKU due to change in flagshius
b, the Thirg Mleet,

Appointed commander ol the Naval Airp Group at YOKOSUKA
and, concurrenily, member of the Navy Technical Council
by the lavy Ministoy,

Appointed a menber of the Navy Techniceal Department
Technical Council by the lNavy Minisgty I

Appointed a member pf the Naval Air lleadquarters
Technical Council vy the Navy Ministry,

Assigned to serve with the Headquarters of the
Southeast Area Fleet Oy the Navy hinist Ve

Appointed Chief of Staif of the Southeast Area Fleet,
and, concurrently, of the First Air Fleet Ly the Navy
kinistry,

Appointed Chief of Staff of the Combined ileet by the

=
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Promoted 1o Vige Adniral by the Cabinet,

Conferred with 4th Couxrt Hank, Junior Grade, by Iuperisl
1ou3uholdi.inis“r3.

Citationg Striking Yorce
Wwith the opening of Hostilities en 8 December
1941 after Tlying a great distance, he carried out g

SUrprise gtiack ageinst the Clicny maval base in Hawaii,

maa R T S Wl SN AT




25 April 1945

24 June 1945

3 July 1945

17 August 1945

10 Qctobexr "

15 Octobexr M

17 May 1945

$
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IHis planes dealt a severe blow to the main strength
of the enemy American Pacific Fleet and to its eir
strengthe Moreover, he made a very great contribution
to ensuing operations by this great destruction,
In recognition of his meritorious sexvices I here
by convey this citation.
15 April 1942
YAMALIQTO, Isoroku
Camander-in-Chief, the Cambined Fleet

Appointed Chief oi Staff of the Navy General I'leet
J/INs i.e., KAIGUIl SOTAI/ by the Navy Ministry.

Appointed Chiei of Staff of tlie Navy General Ileet
and, concurrently, of the Combined Ileet by the Navy
Ministry.

Assigned to serve whth Navy Generael I'eadquarters by

the Navy hMinistry.

Assigned to serve under the Vice Chicl of Navy Generel
Headquarters by Navy General Headquarters,

Relieved of principal duty by the Navy Ministry,
Appointed Cknf8, the 5Hth Air Ileet, by the Emperor,

Assigned to serve with Headguarters of the Navy
General X¥leet by theNavy Liinistry.

Assigned to serve in the Navy Ministry .by the Navy
Ministry.

- L
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Placed in the rirst Reserves by the Navy Liinistiye

Decoratea with the Imperial Order of the Sacred

Treasure, lst Class, by the Bureau of Decorations,

-
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ARAKI, Sadao, et al
Sworn Deposition o fjf
Deponent: ‘Byunbsuggiﬁgﬂﬂﬁﬂ'

Having first duly sworn an oath as shown on attached sheel

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I

hereby depose as follows:

1, My name 1s Ryunosuke KUSAKA, I was formerly a Vice Admiral

in the Japanesc Navy and participated in the Pearl Harbor Attack 8 *

December 1941, as chief of Staff of the First Air Force Fleet. |

2e As has been stated, the plan of attack was originated by

Admiral Isorofu YAMAMOTO, Commander in Chief of the Combined Fleet, |

around January of 1941, 1 renember 1t was April or May of that

year and after T had been assigned to the post of Cnief of Staff |

of the First Air Force Fleet that I learned of the plan. Generally |

speaking, the Pearl Earbor AtioeXx was a hescrdous and speculative

operatlon penetrating decp into encity 1ipns, Since 1t was consider

ed too venturcsome, a5 a first step 1n 113 tary operations which
9

decided the fate of the State, varicus gtudies were repcatedly

made. However, since I could not agree with Commarder in Chief

YAMAMOTO's idea as 1 5id not conslder the plan to be practical,
e S l

e

I éiprqgsgﬁ;gﬂlgggﬁhy opposition opinion directly tn the Commandcr

commander in Chilef YAMAMOTO listened carefully to my opinion

and then saild as follows: ;
|

"T fully undarastand your opinionj; however if war

should bhreak oud it the Unlted 3liotaes, taxlng into

view the condition of misltary stpoieth as LU stands 1
today, 1 have DO confidcnee in fulfilling the vernonsi- |
bility of our national derensc othar than LY attacking ,
the United states Flect inmedlately n¥ter the sutbreak
of war. Therefore, a. long as the United States wleet

is stationed at Hawaii, it is my conviction as Supreme
Commander, that we must commence operations bY an attack
there. 1 ask you, then, to stop opposing me from now :

—
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on and concentrate your efforts toward securing the

{ success of this attack."

The Naval General Staff in early October 1941, in spite of 1ts

ition to the plan, gave way before the firm opinion

previous oppos
YAMAMOTO and finally consented to study the

of Commander in Chief

Hawaii Operation soO that preparations could be made for any emer-

gency situation that might arise. Subse

were made between the Naval General Staff Oper

quently, Jjoint studies
ations Section, staft
e Fleet. As

.#.........—:tq. - " . t

of the Combined Fleet and the First Air Forc

officers
the atmosphere gradually changecd

studies of the operation advanced
dopting the Hawaill Attack Plan as the

to the point of view of a
This was largely due to the fact that the

first priority plan.
gly convinced of its possil-

Combined Fleet Headquarters was SO stron

jes as compared with the disadvantage of having to plan a

bilit
2y against the enemy for the purpose of pro-

counter attack strateg,
nded South Sea Islands.
s only one carriler based air force fleet

et consisting of the following

tecting the undefe
4 At that time there wa

which was the First Air Force Fle

three air force squadronss

t Air Force Squadron with aircraft carriers ARAGI and KAG.

Firs

Second Air Force Squadron with aircraft carriecs

HIRYU.

Fourth Air Force Squa
the converted carrier

aft carriers RYUJO and

dron with aircr
, named the n"Taiyo."

WKasuga Laru"

At that time There were also the light aircraft carriers

"Hosho!" and "Zuiho" which formed the Tnird #Mir Force Squadron of

the First Fleet.

on September 25th, 1941, the aircraft carrier "Zuikaku" was

ith the aircraft carrier U shokaku',

commissioned and, together w
pefore, composed the Fifth Alr

: which had been completed one month

These were assigned for service under the First

Force Squadron.

pMr Force Fleet.
r force squadrons attached to the First Air

Be of the four al

Force Fleet, both carriers of the Fourth Air Force Squadron were

capable only of carrying a small number of plangs and those planes

They were slow with a short eruising range

were out moded craft,
y unfit for the Hawali Operation.
-2-

| t and entirel Therefore, the

R
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Combined Fleet Headquarters submitted the following demands to the
central authorities.

(a) Select highlyltrained air crew members from both carriers
of the Fourth Air Force Squadron to fill vacancles in the First
and Second Air Force squadrons, thereby increasing the number of
carrier planes on both air force squadrons and particularly the
number of fighter planes.

(b) Fill the vacancies in the Fifth Air Force Squadron with

trained personnel,exporienced {n service on carriers, from land alr
force units.

Concerning the two above items, there was no other way to
supply men for {tem (b) other than to pull out training officers
and enlisted men instructors from the treining corps. The Per=
sonnel Burcau Naval Aviation Board showéd great reluctance to do
this because it would inconvenience the training and supplying of
future air crew personnel, The demands of the Combihed Fleet,

finally done.
The Pearl Herbor Attack was thus condncted by & temporarily

organized task force concisting of the First Air Force Flect as
its main body. It was mid Octoher 1941 when the shifting of
necessary personnel and the formatior of the Firet Alr Force
Flcet was completed. DBecause the Pearl Iiarbor Attack was rot
thought possible unless rigid training be enforced, it was necessa’
to ecarry out practice snhedules until late November. But as the
embarkation date was around the middle of Novembher, it left port
without even a month's training.

As a result of studies made on the Peerl Harbor Attack
Operation, deylirht, or if possible, bafore dayhreak, as the time
of attack was desirable. But due to such circumstances as the
insufficient training of air crew personncl, the accompanying
1ack of confidence in taking off from the carriers and flying in
formation, together with navigating before daybreak, were problems

which caused a change in the schedule of the attack so that it

¢
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was finally arranged for the planes to leave the carriers thirty

minutes before daybreak and to fix the hour of attack at one hour
and a half after daybreak,

The Pearl Harbor Attack was an extremely difficult operation
and its major difficulties were the following two points:

(a) The problem of a shallow submersion torpedo.
—\\—L-____-‘_ _ — -

Previous studies had been made to lussen the submersion degree

of torpedoes after firing and to shorten the distance required to
stabilize itself at an adjusted depth. These studles were made be-
fore the Pearl Harbor Operation was conceived and were designed for
the purpose of aerial torpedo attacks on shipping. The results
were far from satisfactory. When studies on the Pearl Harbor
Attack began, research work in this field became more important

for it was an unanswered question as to whether aerial torpedo
attacks were possible in the restricted and shallow waters of Pearl
Harbor. The First Air Force Fleet, with the cooperation of the
Yokosuka Naval Air Corps and Naval Air Technical Department made
repeated experiments and finally, in late October, reached the con-
clusion that it was possill? ..

The remodeling of torpedoes necessary {or suca operation was
delayed and they could not be delivered to tone ships before em-
barking for their rendezvous point at Tankan Bay. So the aircraft
carrier AKAGI stayed behind until the last to receive the remodeled
torpedoes and then to distribute them to each ship at Tankan Bay.
There was also the question of torpedo net cutters which were
thought to be necessary for the operation but, although the re-
search work was hurried, the studies and experiments did not
produce satisfactory results and it was decided not to equip the

torpedoes with cutters.,

(b) The second difficulty was the problem of extendirb the

crulsing range of the ships participating in the attack. The

—

attack force took a northerly course where navigating ships were

scarce in order to avoid early discovery and planned to approach

Hawa3t from the north where we thought air patrols would be

e
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sporadic.

It was the northeastern monsoon period and we knew that the
airecraft carriers AKAGI, SORYU and HIRYU, as well as the destroyers,
would not have sufficlent cruising range if refueling en route was
impossible due toO the strong winds and high waves. As for refuel-
ing destroyers on the high seas, we had had considerable training
and experience and in the event refuellhg was impossible, these
ships could turn back and the operation be carried on by cruisers
and heavier type ships.

The problem was different in regard to aircraft carriers. b 2
three out of six participating were omitted, the operation could
not be performed. Consequent'y, after many studies were made, 1%
was decided to carry fuel oveil in the double bottomed sections ani
stacking fuel drums outside the storage IroomsSg Then, in case re=
fueling was impossible, these ships would be able to return to a
point at 160° east longitude.

However, loading fuel into the double bottomed sections of
the aircraft carrier AKAGI and also the reserve fuel tanks was
prohibited by naval regulations considering the strength of the
ship's structure. I therefore entered into negotiatlons with
Jroper officials, attempting to neutralize this naval regulation,

‘pbut achieved no success, Whareupon the Commander in Chief of 1he
Fleet was forced to take full responsibility regarding the possi-
bility of an accident occurring and the decision was made 1O load
fuel in the reserve fuel tanks and double bottom section:, altnough
wot in compliance ?1th regulations.

The Task Force which was temporarily organized for the Pearl
Harbor Attack was %o embark from their port either alone or in
small groups around 15 November 1941 in accordance with Combined
™ eet Pradquarters orders, and rendezvous at Tankan EBay by z=
November. /fter refueling, the Task Force left the bay at 0600
hours 26 November tO the next stand=by point at 420 north lati-

tude, 170° west longitude.
During this operation, there were two important problems which

e
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caused me great concern in my capacity of Chief of* staff of the

Task Force.
One was whether or not the main body of the United States

Fleet would be stationed in the Hawaiian g:aa_atathe—ttme—the__

: RS
attack was to be made. The other was the fear of enforcing the

et
attack when orders to return might have been transmitted (if

' . Unitedréiétééd:JJapanese negotiations reached an amicable settle~

ment) but which might not be received owin3 to the rcmote dlstance

of communications or other causes. T3 would 12 ‘ead have been a

grave problem 1ad orders been dispatched to resurn and were not

received by the Task Forcee.

Bechind the reason for my concern on the latter point was the

/fact thot on 2 December, Imperial Headquarters 11~v-1 Section "
\'/ orders stated that diplomatic negotiations would be cO

'ﬁJ after a declsion was passed designating 8 December as the d

\gﬁg open hostilities, and a ray of hope that hostilities covld be
2 If United States - Japanese negotiations

ntirned ever

ay to

avoided was still seen.

reached an amicable settlement, or a possibility of reaching a

certainty, all forces were to stop

peaceful solution became a

| all operational actions and,after hurriedly rounding up all units,

were to return home. This was SO inflcated 1n Tmperial Headquart-

ers Naval Department Instruction Number 5 and concurrently 1in

| Combined Fleet Headquarters Instruction Number 1. (In the in-

i
i
!
%
i
t
z
!
nese pegotia %
i

' structiOn the words "In the event of important change in situatio
meant the anicable settlement of United States - Japa
! tions.) Moreover, W€ had heard of this matger from Commander in
é- Chief Admiral YAMAMOTO % every oppor tunity. Therefore, 1 was
the 5th or 6th of December I raceived

e 2
Naval General staff, stats

that thcre was no hope of United States = Japanese negotiqt}ons

coming to a peaceful conclusion,

o be delivered prior

10, As for the ultimatum T to the attack, 1

n care of by the central

RARE SRS o

thought i1t was naturally belng take
Therefore, 1 was convinced th

-6 =

authorities. at a notification
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had been communicated before the attack began.
From a strateglical viQWpoint, an attack without notlce might

be idealistic, but such.treachorous action'was unthinkable from

the point of view of training and common sense of the Japanese

naval officer, and also because of the traditional 'Bushidd' (the

creed of the Samurai).

— e ——

As a matter of fact, I expected the possible discovery of

our operation before the attack by United States patrol planes
| in Hawaii. Our observation sea planes were scheduled to arrive
L at Pearl Harbor at least thirty minutes ahcad of the attacking
forces, and moreover, we Werc expecting our attacking forces to

be caught by radar, thus revealing to the United States our po-

L

tential attack. We actually were prepared to suffer considerable

damage and casualtlies 1n this risky undertaking and were greatly

surprised when such did not occur,
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On this day of August, 194
At TOkyO o

DEPONENT: KUSAKA, Ryunosuke (seal)

I, KUSAKA, Ryunosuke hereby certify that the above state~-
ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and

seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same date

At the 8Sume place

Witness (signed) OKUYAMA , Hachiro (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

KUSAKA , Ryunosuvke (seal)




