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TIE (GISY ™ OF TiE CONVERSATION BETWIEN
ERINCE {ONJYE AND Wiallc

June 14, 1939

From 3 p.m. A
To 4 p.m.

Wang: Formerly I sought your opinion while informing you of my view |

f concerning the mnnagcmcnt of the current situation by sending you .
a message through ¥oo Tsung-wu in Febtruery of this year. I will
| relate egein the problems vhich were presented at that time.
The first quesiion was lhiow to face the current situation, end the
suggcstions ebout the meens for that end were as follows;
(1) to negotiate for pence with Chiang, or !
(2) to heve & new regimc orgeinized by those who are neither
:. Notionalists nor members of the lletioncl Covernment, or
] (2) to organize a new central government, wvith the peeace-inclined,
anti-Cormunistic clements of the Nationel Party, as its centre,

and teking in various other pertics end groups in its constitution.

—— _

And T understond thet of the above thres your Exellency supported

e

;= the Srd proposition.

E 37 The next was the problem of t a_Thrﬂq-P:QDle_?tinﬂiplo- It wes _the.
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4 5 desire expressed on the Japcnese side to have the Threc-Feople
Principlc revised so as not to be incompetible with the purposed

;'i construction of & rew order in East Asia. Howover, the prime object
| of Dr. Sun Wen's nrinciple wes to have Jepen and China go hcnd in
hend, Dr. Sun always seying thet the revolution of Chine could not
be achieved without Japan's understending. Sun Wen hed a sound

& knovilcdge of Jopen ond the Jepanese and hoped for the emencipation
P'* of Asic through a Sino-Jopanese cooperation. Even during his lest

F | northwerd trip he dropped in Kobe on purpose end gave two long
spcechee there, Sino-Jaronese coopercticn was indecd Sun Ven's

' ' originel intention and we ore most sorry for the outbreak of this
! incident end fecl the decpest regrct not only for the sake of the

two countries but elso for thwarting Dr. Sun's plan. There tre some
vho think our "neoples life" prineciple to be very closc to
communism, but there is o clear distinction between the two. And +

(R’ thet is vhy our Covernment hes been doing its best for these ten '

yecrs to suppress the Communist Army. If you scek the Three-People
i | Trinciple in its original form, it is no other than what perfectly
|

cecords with the tripleo-pointed principlo.Yourquellency procleimed

lest ycer----of friendly reletions, common anti-Communist front
and cconomical cooperation of the neighbouring countries. Sun Wen's
Principlec hes no necd of revision ot all. Yhen in the first ycer

of the Republic of China Sun Wen mot Prince KATSURA, he told thot
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nmithout Japaen there would be no independence of Ecst Asie."

Wwe ean declare without reserve thet we will be cble to come to reanl
cocperation with Japen by returning back to the spirit of Sun Ven.
As for the third of the proposition, which was the solution of the
current difficulty by having the Nationelist Perty as the main
foetor, I agree with you to deel with the gituction by ecting in
soncert not only with the Netionalist ZTerty but also with vafious
other parties. But as for the substence and form of the Centrol
Government, therc will still be some room for careful study. The
principlc.ndvocated in the KC..OYE Deelaraticn wes whet had been
glreedy nrescntcd onpthe occession of the kind offer of mediation
by the Germon Ambrsscdor, And for the first time now, & whole year'
efter thot time, it became & grave issue. This delay is due to the
incessent interferencc by the Communist Party on one hand, and the
Chinesc people's gencrel misunderstending of Japan's true intenticn
end consequent mis-iving ebout Jenan's action on the other. Prime
Minister EIRANUMA, howevor, has stressed the moral basis of
Sino-Jepanesc relations, whilec llavy Mnicster hos declared thot
Jepen hes no intention to interfere with the internanl effeires of
China; end Finance Minister that Jopan hes no ambition to monopolize
economic advanteges in China. I om hoppy to 82y that they heve
given me greet hopes. Now that the érue intention of Japen has

been proved by these, we ghould concentrate our efforts on the
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Wlang:

roalizetion of this hope.

soused by this incident i1l not be wested.

KONOYE: I understand quite well the principle

Tf we achicve this tosk, the sccrifice

rnd cevse of Dr. Sun Yien.

My fether was on intimote tevms with him, and he visited my

fother's grove when he come 10 Jepen in the First Yeer of the

Republic of China. T met him twice ofter thet end hed a long telk

ecch time. And coming to know his ideecls and aspirations on these

occassion; I had e grect csteem for him. My father spent elmest

+he whole of his life in devotion to the chine problem, and

moreover, among my seniors and friends, therc arc many who heve

been for many years doing their best to settle the problem of

Sino-Jeponesce relations. And I fec’, the deepest regret for the

fact thet when I myself have becn holding this important position

in the Government, this incident broke out to bring the two

countries to the prosent lementeble situation. I feel most

ashomed thinking of my fether and the ebove seniors and rriends

of mine. I sincerely wish that you will edhere to the ori/inel

intcention of Sun Ven and stendily go nhead to schicve succcss in

the scttlement of the Sino-Japencse problem. This will be not

only for China's sake but elso for the benefit of East Asic.

There are cnough difficulties on the Chinese side &s well in

establishing & new Sino-Jopanese relat

wlive

ion bcsed on Your Exellency's
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: . declaration of lest year; T will point out a few instances: first

i of all, Jepan and China nwust cooperate to achieve the some purpose,

L

T end to renlize this cooperation, there must be n free ond independent
fﬂ government in Chinc. This meons thot while the Chinese Government

i

must fully cooperate with Jcpan on one hand, it must maintnin on the
other hand the independence of its own. We must moke this
E \ independence ond cooperation compatible to ecch other. There would
i ;‘ be no difficulty for the mutual understanding cnd cooperation
| between Jopen and Chine if the relations between the two countries
vere such os existing betwéon Britain end Fronce or Germony and
Itely, beccusc in either casc the two countries ore founded on

i
|
, - modern state system. But in cose of Japen ond Chino, one is a

strong senior nation, while the other is & weck and backward nation.
Therefore Japen is likely to blame China for legging behind, and
China to feel the pressure of Japan. Morcover the Chinese public

still feer lest Chino should be ruined by Japen. First of 21l this

s — - -

kind of suspicion must be cleared. The rerson why I insisted on

F sticking to the nemo of the Netionelist Government and the Sun-in-

T g Y

the-Bluc-Sky Flag is not a mere question of form, but becouse I

———

sincerely wish to elear off this kind of fesr and suspicion from by
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the Chinese pcople's minds ond moke them feel at ease. To put

w1

it in other words: Although it is needless to say that China will

cooperate with Jepen in all military, diplometic and economic b
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actions of Chinn will result

in an apparent loss of her sovereignty

end, on the other hand, that n too generous lcissez-faire policy

may eventually bring about a collision between the

I desire thet the Chinese will devisze

two nations.

from o patristic standpoint
concrete mensures Which will satie

Same time and which

escope from Chungking. Now

iy friends in the

Kuomintangz ang vith their cooperation to clerify the true intention

of Jepen: Then T Will teke up egain the 'Thrce.PopularﬁPrinciples'

end aceept Tformally the main demands of Japcn as o representative

of the Kuomintang, ang Wwill undertake to moke them videly known to

the publie, Hoviover

» 88 for the cctual mecsures to be materielized

then to convene the Central

Politieal Council, end then to take steps to establish a8 central

government, In case this plan should prove impracticable. there will

be no way left for us but to concentrete on Propagandizing sctivities,

48 may be you have been tolg by Fremi.», HIRANUMA and other

the whole Japanese nation places confidence in you
B
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and expects that you will meke utmost efforts to cope with the

e D b
rai :

present situation.

Wang: I am ot a loss how to express my fecling of sincere gratitude for 4
the unreserved confidence you place in me,
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CERTIFIC.TT OF LUNNIENTICITY

Caiof of the Documont Section of the

I, who cccupy the post of tn2

orcign Office, Lercby cervaty that the document hercto ctteched,

Foreign O:11cC
printed in Jopanese consisting of L pagss ond ontitled "the Gist of the

Convcrsction Petween Prince KONOYE and Wrng (June 1k, 1939)" is on cxect coj

© from the document in the custody of the Japrncse

FJ

L]

Government (Foreign Office).

certificd ot Tokyo,

on this 12 day of Mcorech, 1947

(signed) BAYASIIL, Kooru (scel)

T hereby certify thet the abova girmoture and scal were rffixed hereto

in the prescnce of the Titncss.

ct the 3tcme rlace,

on the seme dote

Witness: (signcd) URAEE, Kotsumo (s2el)
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