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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 8,
VEVORANDUK TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Arthur R. Ringwalt
Office of Far Eastern Affairs

In conformity with our telephone conversation of today, 1 am g+
enclosing herewith a copy of a letter to the Fresident from
Dean C. B. Hutchison dated Nanking, October 28, 1946 and a
copy of a letter of transmittal from Dean Hutchison to Ar.

E. A. Locke, Jr. of the same date. The originals of these
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letters are being sent to Mr, Locke,
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~R. E. Moore
Chief, Technical
Colleboration Branch
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UNITED STATES DELEGATION
TO THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

2 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. November '7 ’ 1949

— ——

MURRAY HiLL 3-6810

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, JESSUP

I spoke to John Allison about the
question of land reform in Japan and he
gave me the attached copy of MacArthur's
letter to Yoshlida on the subject. He
also said that FE had written our
Political Adviser 1n Tokyo supporting
this position and instructed him to
do whatever 1s possible to see that 1t
is carried out. Allison said, however,
that the post treaty controls over thne
Japanese Government contemplated 1in the
present draft of the Japanese Peace
Treaty did not give us any means of
intervening on this matter after the

conclusion of the Treaty other than
through ordinary diplomatic representationse.
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Dear My, Prime Minister;

Today marks the third anniversary of the inception of what is
possibly the most successful land reform program in his tory. Three
years ago today, the Japanese Diet enacted the historic legislation
which forms the foundation of this reform. Now that the primary
of the program is drawing to a close, I take this occasion to pay

tribute to the pPeople of rural Japan for the magnificent accomplish-
ment which their devotion to this task has made possible.

The world watched your work skeptically, in belief that the
Job was too big, that you would not approech it with sincerity,
that feudalistic interests would render it only a token reform,
Tfour progress shows no deviation from the high objective énunciated,
and today you have earned the world's admiration. The pattern you
have set for depressed peoples is already widely recognized, As
Japan works toward re=entiry into the family of nations, this
achievement stands as one of the most important single demons trations
approaching maturity as a democratic nation,

The time has come now to appraise what has been done and
what remains to be done, and to measure and define the nature of the
obligation which rests with the people of Japan to keep faith with
future generations of Japanese farmers., The benefits of the re=
form must become a permanent part of the texture of Japanese rural
society, Any possibility of a gradual reversion to the land tenure
System as it existed before the reform must be forestalled, Widee

on femilye-size farms and
protection of the rights of cultivators must continue to be assured,
Land reform laws must have teeth and toughness, They must be given
adequate administrative supporte Assurance of democratic application

of the law at the local level must be guaranteed by continuance of
& sultable commission system,

All of these factors are important. But if the present gains
are not to be lost, the most essential requirement will be constant
and continuing vigilance on the part of Jepanese farmers in defense
of their own rights. This is the besic privilege and obligation
of citizenship, It is a right and responsibility to be held in
trust, to be used boldly now with justice and wisdom, and to be
passed intact from generation to generation, The future of Japan is
in the hands of the people of Japan. The future of the land reform
program will constitute a critical test of their capacity to meet
the challenge of citizenship,

Sincerely yours,
DOUGLAS MacARTHUR




