RESTRICTED

oM AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
heet | O mmm Iled out
|. GENERAL ®

V.34 (b) Based on or at §.8.8. MO

(d) Take off: Date 20 Hay 1948 Time (LZT)0B808 X{=9) (Zone);
Pizhter hcumiuanco Pﬂtrol - Amami Shima.
(e) Mission Strike 11

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(c) Report No._ 7.=48
LonngL.EDLl._
(f) Time of ReturnQ820 1{-8) (Zone)

(a) Unit Reporting

Lat 26942 ®.

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE SETTING
TACI;FI;\IG Eﬁgﬁ‘gﬁﬁ: ATTT;RCGKElTNG CARRIED (PER PLANE) ‘
(3a) (b) (¢) (d) (e) (f) (g)
ol - — o it e b i R S S| SRR
2 x 100# G.P. Bembd: maozinstantmou
F6R-6 | VF.24 8 0 8 6 x B" HVAR, $211: .025 delay

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

- —

———

= e e e e

NUMBER BASE

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SOUADRON
i —————— il — FE - e ——.| e — e s e e e e
v W S ST RIS . (I L B oy o
. |V_ ENEMY AlRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TVBE NO NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
- il (ZONE) -
o peile. ' - BN ... 5 . BOHE  S— RS | .
WSTEET T ) - (ZONE) =, ) b

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of
Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds’-

Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon .

- -
(YES OR NO)

f so, Describe Clouds -

-
(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER}

(1) S PSR, T

- (k) Visibility___

——— — —— . — e —— . e

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY OVERCAST ETC ) {MILES}
Y. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
BEPPNL8 oo M L TEU UR TN AR DY UWhN AITCIATrT LISt S . e ke
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE e — — —— — DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C RQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE - CLAIMED
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oA AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Regasty e

CONFIDENTIAL

—— P ——

REPORT No. _ ’ ~45

Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

B . ——

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE C();:'N A/C SQULE;RON WPEcédJIEE O;YSIEDEEEEFTSINQL CCAbSE ;NeI};I Esgghr';g Ttaﬁ\kj::@i‘e%;(z![;;rigna’;”ﬂ?{) (Glve BEilgyger(l?;l nLu?r?t?erooFi ggrﬁ??(?eitroyod)
| F6¥-5 Vi-34 | Ab (amnz._ﬁm PMKM & @JLMMML@* in mid
2 ﬂMlnn_Qf_MMﬂ
3 3 L tating wins chenge.
4 s e
) B e Y B g 3 D s R
6 ’ 5 -
7
8
9
10 N
1 e ] )
12 et B
13 : R
14 e 5 S -
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at lefi).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
HON i = i

_VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (t) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES

A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING
—#eF-B 140 176G B0 450 260 - 2000 - = 8

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE

HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over > S
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm i B B B 5
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm B X

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB, |
 at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

Ho enemy alreraft encountersd.
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OPNAV-16-223

~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

filled out)
]

CONFIDENTIAL

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

x| ATTACK ON ENEMY_SHIPS QR _GRO ND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only). _‘
Wan .‘ﬂ lclka\i &m J 08300658 1(-9)
(a) Target(s) and Location(s). mpgm%'mhaw‘ (b) Time Over Target(s) Qﬁﬁem;(m |

(¢) Clouds Over Target Gumulms base 39,500 (QB- the cover; seattered glouds st 2000 5-1.%hs cover.

ASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

REPORT No.__ Tl

—CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.) | Mnesy

(d) Visibility of Target____ Hdazy _(e) Visibility_____ 10 _

() Bombing Tactics: Type @lide (589)  BombSight Used  Hark 8 cunsight

(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)

Bombs Dropped per Run A1l Spacing. . welve Altitude of Bomb Release

(NUMBER) (FEET) T PEEY)

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed O  Probably Destroyed ~ @©®  Damaged___ @

= NG T ] 0% "'_'(;']_"__'*'_'"'.'“,—_I"';'_.F i k_‘“-*- ".T{"'_' S - TR T o T e )~ = - o9
WOEo | DIMENSIONS OR ],”Wc-é—-’ Selliasil o8 BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITS On DAMAGE (Ncne. sliaht
AIMING POINT TONNAGE ' (k) SQUADRON | EXPENDED EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
e e e e ————————— g — — ——————————————————— — 'i e — e —— — ——————— 4 . -._.___...I...-_._.__.._.....___._.-..__.._-..___..._ il »
vy .
] A[A positions &.side =

e ——

‘ 8 | 1oxs™ HUAR 5 rkts.| 1 zutomatie wespem
Wan airfield, Ziket, | Viex4 | 1800 rds. .50 eal | many.50sAA -o:sition destroyed

2 Bridze over Minate - _ 8 | ax5% BVAR Unknown
Kawa, Populeted srea | Vi.za | 32x100¢ @.P, = (See helow) Slight
Powvn of Sammurs Tokw 1_ | 1000 rds. .BO e=2)
_ ; L N IS SR — ———————————
4 —_— 3
g LA Sl e I DT TSP ———. . SRS A U RPN <SRN o S
5 i ) “*li
PO T S e e B o et B o D el B s e b
6 F— —_ —_—
g
= e —————— ot = i i +_ — — =N — — i - — s - rA - e e e e i e ————amn
7
1
i e — e e —— s } - TSN ISR I e 1 - =R S = e eV - it
8 | |
| |
o e o e et ot i 1. == ~ e Mo WE N e = - <
(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targeis of special interest, d-aw diagram, top Or cide view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets gtve location and effect of hits, and identify Dy numbers above Use additional sheets if necessary’.
1. 30l1id overcest snd intermistent squ:lls hampered the selection of torzets of
opportunity for tne flight. Findins the ceiling al 9000 ever Yen A/P at Kiksi Shina, South
| ' %0 North str=fing run wsas m=de oRn active A4 positionz located among trees and atop hills
‘ Just enat of the airfield. One medium weapon gun position zot most of the at'smtion from

& rockets fired by eash of two “l=nes. Two very elese hits, plus maltiple .50 ezl hits are
considered to heve sut the gum out of commis=ion, especially since & larze fl-sh wre ohassrved
suggestinsg ervloding amie storace. Swo other nearbhy gun emplacements wers thoroushly strafed
bat dame~e on theze ls evalu-ted as necligible.

e Results of the bomding, rocket, and strailng Tum on the town of onmmurs are
anknown because of heavy cloud cov er which not only prevented pilots from estimating

damage, but also hindered their alm during the dive. However pllots belleve Thet o8%k of
bombs 2nd ammno excemded at the target were hits in the populated area and SOM8 IMOLE WAS seen

to rise a8 the l=nes left the scene. The bridce s2cross Minato Kav- was not damaged

wi. @

(p) Were Photographs aken? Jo Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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X1,

TACTICAL AND -OPERATIONAL DATA.

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds
“\ DDIroac H T;::." tics

User"f"‘r wver, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Cpening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
EﬂE’fﬂ\,' “v“v":'j*a'rc;ﬂf‘é%St;‘S

oy

N r r =, o
I | T SR P | =~ 4 ” . =
WATTEel3IvE 1 & CS, W

<
Enerm
Own

, Enemy
Own

b "r ¥ -~ \ 1 N r
Ex AT S 1S
o |

Flexible Gunnery,

Esgort Tactics
Fighter Direction
L'” of }m aar

1 c, “P

)qn ‘ ﬁ.lr._‘ra*l‘

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

= 1'-.'- - — i — - T-—- -~
f\‘-"'q:*;.’-.f'-ijd U LOCAdl ”IQ arcel

Approach to Tarqpf
.’ﬁ“.l' TLJLI{;:(T- 5 pDeeds
Fvendls
Dive
Pull-Out
L Ve IA‘T "n_,
b mr ng
lw,uremer..
E"afeﬁsiw + a"*i' S

DEFENSE, ENEMY
| e W e ke o
cvasive | d | D,
*’:I_ ncealment
rchlignts
wi*‘.’]h Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

F-‘_'.:F'T".b:r“q T Netire

Shi DS

Torpedo Tactic
Effectiveness ;?

Bombs, T rpedoes
‘JL lection of fc:'LiE '
FL..-_FT“‘.C]

—

Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tact
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance

b . . .‘I a
Photography
P"?:Jﬁng

OPERATIONAL
rad‘wC]L |
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
F;| iht Operations
Sﬁ’ar h and Tracking
Base Operat
Maintenance

—— e . —————————

ons

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled olt)

REPORT No . p48

(Narrative and comment. Descrnbe action fully and comment frecly,
following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
CONFIDGHTIAL

Zhe composition of this flight, whosme purpose wos to patrol over

Amoni Shima in se rch of enemy =2ircr €t, consi ted of & V¥ the
1esd of Lt. D, R. Hester UsSi®, of VFa34, PFindings Amami totelly closed

n by low 1v1nﬁ clouds and thinderstorms, the £ isht went to Likzal and
tnerce to Tokuno Shima to strike suitable teorgets of opportunity. Find-
in~ clear@r wenther over Kikail the 8 Hellcats mode a 31 le south to
north rocket and stceafing rin on AA positions #¢ Wen 2irficlo. Thne enemy
pat up intence, m=dium and lisht A4, gettinz » single hit on one plsne
in the port winrs, but alt-ouzgh the hnle w=s 3 feet sn. re, the flyling
czpablilities of the pdane, luckily, were not hindered, Jurther AL hits
were avolded by a2 steen dive and turn to servard.

5
uiiner

i3

L Sy

The two divisgions nroc
sather we not c;ndumavw
Sampmra thra - £ in

geed down to Yokuano whers
d b -v’ve a '#T:' mi\j‘ .!n *.I_:-, . but G h q e w*‘i il_r_x :-'::

-
(W
it 3 gcilected for otis

t:‘i'
@ e
G

i., ,‘lﬂf’ ’Jﬂr;

return o th
eneay AA, o —raosched the
wnllse climaiﬂ- for altitude
destroyer openad fire with about 18 dursts of he
inz he-d-on Haelleat which ws Plyins the
tude. Zhe yiljﬁ made 21l presceribed e er
28 roeéxin: winrs, lowerins landinge
‘48 vlizht on t e r:dio, did firine
“ui:;_ﬂﬁ F.2.U0e e pllot circied the
ip with other returnin- rike oslenes
later. It wes 1l-ter azcertained th:-t
noR-cper-tionsl. %he position of the
understood, but it iﬂ fﬂ?t th -t the DD
on this nacwaiun ~réicul=arly when the
ill-ef

Un the e 3-8k Growun,
nicket line alone,

Lnru gilouds zeveral

the pilot whose oviens was hit by
nevineg lost nls wingmsa
Rinutes Lef . re. Une
VY &a £ the shuPondhe
oroper 3000 foot =ooro-ch alti-
2eNeyY P8Co tzht*un i n>ls sach
sesr, 8te. “ﬁd only #itsr exvlialning
Ca e st ion of the
ciciket az could joim
2K+ Ta l _ adl mirutes
the Eﬁﬁ wea drmeced and
aestro. or:

}‘}

radar picket is fully
7as 2 it %oo Wtrig.er Rappy"
>1iot was mekin: no toreztening

mensuvers. rMortw t...,. r 1o "8cts resulted.

[ &
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XIH. MATERIAL DATA (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following

ARMAMENT

Guns, GU"ISIQ
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
\FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armu P ints and Angles

I F : 'Md__.!.r 'r_‘l F r I L__r
Pr’“:-’:-.’_* on
Leak Prooting

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachut
Life B"t;a Life Rafts
Safety E"%‘TS
Emergency Kits
First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Fk;pk 1SSOS
Driftsights

By [P Vg o
"dl !UP.I‘_;J

- ke -
P\uii}*rwaf; - Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfa

E +|l‘a
- ]

A%

! (D ™
y >
- 2

/\ T \ r ::‘rf..I'; r: adinQgs
POWER PLANT

E_I"-ﬂl."“e{?(;
Engine Accessories

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipmer

PRy T G v ) o .
Pf'l”w nnel . Faciities

IS

RANK AND DUTY ::.:.uN '\"UhE

RESTRICTED
(Reclasgify when
filled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

CORFIDENTIAL REPORT No F=48

check list at left.

Use additional sheets if nef*essary)

Comrmnication difficulties were encountered, with one of the
division leaders plemes' radio transmitter cutting owl during the
firet attack and mecessitating a switch of the lend %o tue sectionm
le=der. The couse is unknown as it resumed normal operation 10
minutes loter. It ic felt th ¢t violent memeuvers may have jarred
the installztion. The 1FF gear which was non-operationzl on one
returning vlane wes attrivuted to 2 b=d tube that bLroke as the
regult of excessive wibration probsbly esused by AA fire.

/-. ;“,r“}i' (‘\\ IF[“_ f:- ";/

;"-l.fl\‘ *}"

- Say 1948

RANK AND DUTY DATE

r@mlnhugxficer Vi34

ALLSET MFD. BY T.'I'*.




OPNAV- 16-223

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when

Sheet 1 of 5 filled out)

| GENFRAL™ AL

4

(a) Unit Reporting _g¥L.8=34 _(b) Based on or at

{CVL-268)c) Report No. Bl
(d) Take off: Date _20 Hay 1848 _Timé (LZTW__ (Zone); Lat. 280880 ¥ Long],a?.oa!_,i

(e) Mission Okinawe Shima, Shuri Area ___(f) Time of Returnlzzo_x(.ﬂ)(Zone)
1. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. b

NUMBER - S

BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
TAKING ENGAGING | ATTACKIN FUZE, SETTING
OFF ENEMY AI\\f/C TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

TYPE SQUADRON

(g)

w. VBB VP34 | 4 |-e-w| & | ecceec-a | oo

' " fose = = Inst,
T e -’ - @ - e & o | |
_ThH=3 |VI-74 € (== 17 | 4 x 800 G.F. ey Pail = = 028

IIl. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

 TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER EAEE - TYPE SQUADRON NU@B_E; | BASE
_________ ’ o, B N _ s | ) § - -,
- e e 1}.. s b — ——
|V ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only)
(a) (b) : (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
i NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING

(ZONE)

(ZONE)

- J
e e sl A= s R o __.,__ﬁeﬁg__..__.__. e e = A s . e T S P et B
. .

[T S, ST e | (ZONE)

- —— e e —— .

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)___ = 8 8 o o e oo
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? e e e = |f so Describe Clouds 8w = = - . S ——
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVERl
Time of Day and Brilliance

(j) of Sun or Moon - O W S UL (k) Visibility. Y0

(NIGHTY BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) T

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

—————— e s —————e B ————————— T EEEEEE————S,

(a} (b} DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE — — _— e — i DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON PILOT OR CUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
) . - 8 CRSEPEY SRR S, SIS [ ) o o . SR
LI — SO - NN S (S e SR S T ol ioe . - : - T = = ol
= e d i i _— R — = s i ——— — i — — — = £ s - T A e —
. [ — - G S— R R S, = — — ey — - S — — — = = == SRS e — R
SRS TR - Nt = - b - N A e T ' . g molk B e Lk + — I Lo el — e e
__..._.."._ e ——————————————————————————————————— ————————————————————— — —— — S— — — P — — - - = e PEvely, — e
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