FEADQUARTERS

U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTETROGATION NO., ( USSBS 159 ) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO., 37 Date : 26 October 1945
0930-1200

Division of Origin: Naval Anslysis Division.
Subject: Attacks on Japanese shipplng.
Personnel interrogetec anc beckground of each:

Lt. Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru is a naval officer of 8 yeers
service, During the first yesr of the war he was in the
Tsuchiura Naval Air Corpns at TSTCEIURA. From June 1942 to
June 1943 he wes Adjutant of N.I.F. (South East Lrees Fleet)
ond for the next six months re was a student of navigetor
school ot YOKOSUKA. The next yeer wes spent on the cruilser
0I. Fe wes navigetion officer and remeined there until the

0I wes sunk in July 1944, His last assignment wes Steff of
/7th Escort Convoy.

Where interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 528,
Interrogator: Ceptein Stesdman Tellery USN,
Interpreter: Mr. Fo Co Woodrough, Jr.

Allied Officers Present: None,
SUVMARY

Lte Comdr, YATSUI describes air attacks upon the resupply
convoys to ORMOC in November 1944, He wes present in the convoy
which arrived 2t ORMOC on 31 Detober and lost one ship at anchor
to Ue Se Army horizontal bombers tie next desy. He also was 1in the
convoy arriving at ORIOC on 9 November, This convoy wes attacked
by Ue S. Army B=25's and P-38's on entry, susteinine sufficient
topside damege to interfere with unlosding. The next dey two
cargo ships and one escort vessel were destroyed by a simlilar attack
during the convoys retirement. The complete destruetion of a eon-
voy end escorts by U, S. carrier-=beged aircroft off north west LEYT:

on 11 November is 2lso verified. An eye witness account 1s given
of the U, Se cerrier air attacks which destroyed most of en impor-
tant tanker convoy at HONGKONG on 15-16 Januery 1945,
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Condr., YATSUI, Noriteru).

TEANSCRIPT

"ho was responsible for directing routing of Jepenese Merchant
o o D "

Slrll-j S s

The cormmend of eech individuel escort eonvoy determined routese

Did he zlso determine orgenizatlion of Convoy?

No, the commender of ech individuel Escort Convoy cerried out
nis duties with ships essigned hime The organization of convoy
was determined by the Commender in Chier, Grond Surfece Escort

Force (GTDE).

—

On whet w-s the emphesis pleced in yorr derense of convoys?
Some thought wes given to Aa, put the mejor fector wes enti-
submarine cdefense.

Th-t were the principel defense fertures? How were antiesircreft
used? Tow were destroyers used? ‘lere they used for cover ana
sereening or for offensive senrrch? Wes reder used & night?

Tn penerel sircroft wes used in two weys: first, =#s direct cover
for the convoy: end second, to cerry out reguler deily petrols
~ver the entire route of the convoy. The forrmer wes cerried out
with corrier-brsed plenes 1f crirlers were included emong the
escort vessels, #nd by shore-=brsed eoir whenever thilis wes pregc e
~ble, Cerrier oircraft were used very infrequently. We never herd
more then four c¢-rriers which could be used in convoy operatlons.
Therefore, this employment wes VeEry limited, An effort wes mede
to use rrésr sgeinst subnarines es widely es possible; but due

to poor technicrl oLility enc peoor equipment, they provec to be
very ineffective, We hed equipment TO detect yvovr reder, but
none to interfer with it. Our direction finding equipment geve
18 berring, rcccurste TO sbolt 10 degrees

"here w-s the most emphesis pleced in convoy defenses?

X personslly, looked upon maneuverebility of the convoy as the
most importront single 1tem., T nlweys tried to orgenlze my
convoys in formstions which wouvld nermit the meXimum eveslon

t?CtiCS e

aw much informetion did¢ vou receive of the roglitlon of our
submerines®

We hed pretty good strilsticed informetion. e were chle TO
foretell from strtisticel drte, wherc to expect enemy subs end
could even foretzll the cheresctericstics of such submcrine groups
~-~thet is, whether they would be apgressive, dering, Or otherwise.
Prior to depesrture from port, we Were civen intelligence bulletins
concerning subm-rines., ¥e hed much confidence in these, #nd
relied hesvily ont Thels

rom vour recollection of vour records end reports of ships sunk,
wl~t were the most serious losses during the period September
1944 to Jenucry 1457

In mvy ovm oninion, the loss of fuel Wrs the grertest blow to

the countrv as o whole, I cennot say whether z2ttccks ageinst
tenkers or ships cesrrying oil 1n drums wesS MOTE d~moging, but

the loss of svirstion gersoline shipped in ¢rums during the emer-
cency trenswortetion of November snd Decerber of lsst yesr WesS

r gevere blow TO USs.

"het experience did you heve in ecctucl escort of convoy<y
I mede two trins out of the homelend. First one from MCJI tTo
SEANGFAI, MMANILA =nd OSMOC on LEYTE. I made two round trigps from
MuNILa to OLMOC. The second trip to 110J 1
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of Tnterrogstion (Lt

Comdr. YATSUI, Noriteru).

destined for SINGAPORE, ended in your carrier atrsck on FONGKONG
15-16 Jenuery 1945,

Q. Whet wes the orgenization of the First Escort Fleet between

Ao

A

Septcmber 1944 and Jonuery 19457

The Fircst Escort Force or Fleet hed hesdguerters ot DLKAQ Fnd

consisted principrlly of four groups of escort vessels crlled

the ifth, Sixth, Seventh #nd Eighth IZscort Convoyss. Lhere Were
no cscort convovs numbers one to four. There WEre other escort
vessels rssigned to the First Escort Force or Fleet: but ell
importernt convoys were sciled in ch-rge of one of the four Dscort
Convoyse I wes Steff Officer of the Seventh Escort Convoy.

The Escort Convovs rre tzetie~l units snd heve no pepticialer

srze of responsibillity.

Deseribe the rtteek which vou received ot FONGKONG from U, De

corrier beosed plrnes.

The convoy wrs cnroutc south sné hrd re-chcd @ pogltion. &28%

of f EATINEN ISLLND, £t this point ¢ messege Wrs reccived Irom

Hesdgurrtcrs ot TAKLO th-t snother convoy hrd been ottecked

ne-r SATIGON., This influenced the Hesdqurrters of the First Escort
Flect ot TAKLO to order my convoy to trke shelter, The convoy

wes first ~nchored insidc some islends to the south of HCNGKONG,
but 1oter moved into FONGKONG Herbor orriving thereg the 13the

On the l4th, inform-tion wes rceeived thet the U, S, Cerricr

Forece w~s cbout 200 miles south of FONGKONG, 1L believe this
snformetion wes obtrincd from rodio direction finders. In preper-
~tion for the crrrier rir cttcck, by the 15th tne convoy wrs
disposcd s follows: In EONGKONG Herbor, three lerge teonkers
noorcd to buovs in ~ smcll group south of EONGKONG Islend end
surroundcd by nine cscort vessels in r circle sround the tmnkerso.
he tenkers werc moored in o nosition of o trienglc, 3CC meters

on the side, rnd the escort vessels circle wrs sbout 300 MELETS
cutside the t-nkcrs, I wrs in the KiNJU, flegship of the Fourtna

Escort convoy, enchored in the cestern port of the Cifclas &

fourth lrrge trnker w-s moorcd cost elongside dock of'E Lthe sH1p

building v-ré -t IOFGKONG rnd wrs proteccted by two C8eoris

off shorce, Thc fifth trnker, which wrs the snrllest, wes moored
~t » KOWLUOK dock onnroximrtely north of the moln group off Lonkers
-nd wrs uvnprotccted, No ~ir cover wrs rvriloble, All Trnkers
were in wtcr brllrst hence tinere Were o serious fires. Dcmegc
in the threc or four rtt-cks cn 15 Jrnucry was not SCriouss

T cstinmrte 4 or 5 vlenes were shetl Covme Thilvrtyr or ITorty
crsurltics were su’fered. Thorce werc no night ~ttrcks., On 16th
the Nevel tenker KA 0I(northernmcst of throc trnxexs in thc grovp)
rcocived 3 or 4 dircct dive bobing hits. She did not sink but

P

was mc~dce uselcss. One other of this group recelvec sevorpl D1GS
~nd asctlled to bottem with dceck cbove woter. The third of this
prvuap elso wes hit hecvily end becrme inopereotive, The tonker
~longside TONGKONG shinyrrd dock rcceived gseverel hits whiceh
hough feiling to 2ink her, eompletely disebled her. The SARAYEAK
MARU, olongside KOWLCON “hrrf wes not believeld to hewve been oi-
troaked, PEleties gsppro~chic Iron @ dircction which possibly mode
her Gifficult to sice Although no escort vessels were sunk
or vut complctely out of commission, c-surlticls WETe high on
her »néd somc cxtensive mrtericl drmrge weos susteincd, L WS
hit by strofing =t ebout 1430 ond hrve becn 1n hospitel sincce.
Nis wes the ho-vicst ~tieek end wrs sustrined for cbout 15
minttes. I witnessed shooting down of ot 12 o 1° pBlrreds
L-ter raports strted thet rboul 20 Totel Were shot down. The
shidrs involved in This wWeres

KAMOI- spceial Fevy tenker 10,000 G.1. (disabled )
TENEI !"ARU = tenkcr 10,000 G.T. (disablec or sunk) .
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MATSUSHIMA - tanker 10,000 G.T. (disabled or sunk)
(name unknown) = tanker 1C,000 G.,T. (disabled or sunk).
SARAWAK IMARU - tanker 4,500 G.T. (undamaged).
HATSUHARU - DD ) (( heavy casualties and some
10 coast defense Vessels)) ( serious damage topsides

, When was first resupply convoy sent to ORMOC?

Don't know, But my convoy on 1 November wass the second.

Describe your experience in convoy which srrived ORMOC 31 October.
We arrived ORMCC in evening of 31 October and depsrted evening

of 1 November. The Convoy consisted of the KASHII MARU, KINKA
MARU, NOTO MARU and KOZU MARU «-all 10,000 tons plus, Was
escorted by forces of Escort Convoy Fleet and DesRonOne. Com-
DesRon0ne was in cormand. Totel escort was 6 DI's, 4 coast defense
ships., I had accompanied this convoy from JAPAN where it had
loaded the crack First Divislion from the TOKYQ Areas This divi-
sion and 1ts supplies was originally destined for MANILA but

2s the decision had been made to use every resource to defend
LEYTE, the convoy proceeded to ORMOC. As this was a very import-
ant convoy we were supposed to have 10 fighters over heed during
daylight in PEILIPPINE waters and could call for 10 more if
needed., Fowever, at times, there were none and never more than
15« The officiel arrangement for requesting sir cover required
that 1t be made by the convoy cormnander to the CinC Southwest
Area rfleet (at MANILA). However, in sending the request by radio,
1t wes intercepted by commonders of the locel Naval Air Fleets
who then used their judgement es to sending help. Army air

units were not on this circuit and hed to be rezched through
headquarters, I observed a number of engagements between Jap=
anese Army fighters and P-38'ss The Japenese fighters appeared
to be bacdly outclassed. Route from MANILA was vio VIRDE Passege
SIBUYAN See, between BURIAS and TICAC Islands, TICAQC Pass, then
to the CAMOTES Sea and into CRMOC RBAY, passing north of the
CAMOTES Islends. A B=24 shadowed for 20 minutes off BURIAS
Island. Off POLOMPOMN, LEYTE, about 30 sorties by I-38's were
made about 2% hours before sunset on the 31ste Planes strafed
and dropped some smell bombse No serious denage wes done to our
shipse A few easualties and superficinl damages to decks and guns
were incurred, We srrived ORMNOC just before sundown and had no
further attacks that night. We anchored neer and to west of
ORMOC pier, about 1CC0O meters between ships. On 1 November
shortly af%er dewn, P=38's commenced attecking and continued

all dey, both strrfing and dive-bombing, No serious demage

but quite a2 number of casuelties to men on deck and materisl
damege to suns and equipment on deck wes susteined. At =~bout
1400, three groups of 8 eesch of B=24's bombed fromn nigh level
concentreting on the "ATO MARU which wes sunk ot anchor. 90%

of her cargo had been unloaded. I'o other ship wes hit. All
cargo was unloaded from other ships. U. Se plene losses consisted
of 1 or 2 P-38's shot down by convoy guns on 31st snd some addi-
tlonal shot down by Jepesnese fighters. No B-24's were observed
shot down. The 3 remaining ships of the convoy and escort

seiled from CRMOC a2t sunset 1 November =2nd returned to IANILA
wlthout further incident.

Describe your experience in the convoy to ORMOC on 10 November
1944,

I believe there were o ftotal of nine ORMOC resupnly CONVOYS

crlled TA operationse Number One occurred prior to 31 October:
number Two, which I rcccompenied, reesched ORMOC on 31 October;
number Four, which I also accompanied, reeched ORMOC 10 November:
number Three, however, occurred later than number Four and wes
completely destroyed just before arriving ORMOC about 11 November.,
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Coridr. YATSUI, Noriteru).

TRANSCRIPT

of Interrogetion (Lt,.

This. convoy (#3) consistecd of aprroximetely 3 medlun §ized trans-
ports of 4,000/5,000 tons and 6 DDs. Its speed wes 6% to 7 knots.
This convoy wrs destroycd ©Y carrier-type planes. A MESSQfE W2aS
rcceived from this convoy stating th~t they were being atteckec
by 100 cerrier-besed planese. Possibly 1 DD survived. Number
Four convoy consisting of KASHII MARU, KINKA MARU, KOZU HARU,
DesRon 1 and 4 coest cefense vessels jeft MANILA on 7 Novenber.
Tt pasced thru TABAYAS Bay, MOMPOG Pass, IIASBATE Pass, BLACK
ROCK Pass, to the CAMOTES des ~nd hugged the west coast of LEYTE
very closee. On the evening of th Oth s convoy rounded the
southern tip of peninsula west of ORMOC,it wzs attacked =nd
surprised by 20-30 B-25!'s and 15 or 16 P-38's which ceme out ol
hills from the north. The KASFII MARU had all 1oeding tackle
destroyed and landing barges on ceck destroyed. The KINKA MARU
suffcred slight desmage to engines and also guffered some demege
to deck equinment., The KOZU MLRU also suffered temporary engine
trouble and deck damege, No importent damese wes done to escorts,
but considerable cosuslties occurred. The meln demesge WoS done
by bombs. Those boribs which struck the hull did not do cnough
drmage to sink the ships - the sea belng crlm 2t the tine,
Arriving 2t ORMOC =t dusk on the 9th, the convoy anchorcd just
west of ORMOC Pier., There were no further attrcks that rilizhts
Lt dawn on the 10th, P-38's arrived and herrcsscd convoy all
day, mostly strecfing. It hed been planned to discherge oll
cario and personnel during the night enf t6 lerve ok sunrisce
Nothinge could be unloaded ¢t night and no corgo wes unlosded
beeruse of the condition of dcek equipment end lack of londing
bonts. An air reid two drys beforc hed destroycd lending b=Tges
on the beaches. FHowever, all the fLrrny Troops, spproximately 1
brigade, were put sshore by mérns of tnc coast cdefense vessclse
The convoy departed about 3 hours eofter sunrises About noon et
southern tip of ORMOC Peninsula the convoy rcceived seme TCYypES
of nttrcl from 40 B-25's ond 16 P=38's that wes experienced on
the Oth except this time we expected thc attack. The KO0zZU MARU
blew up end sanke The KASHII MARU received a2 bomb hit 1n bow
which stsarted o fire which finally stopped ship and crusec 1T
to sink scvererl hours 1loter. The XINKA MARU receivec minor
drmnge and casuclties and returned +o MANILLA, Corpsgsl Defense
Ship No. 11 wes benched ot ORIOC Peninsule 2s result of bomb hit
~nd fire. Four DDs and 1 coast defcnse ship stsyed with KASHIL
MARU which was slowed »nd burninge Two DDs end TwO coast cdelense
vessels eccompenied KINKA MARU, About 1400 the KINKA M/RU
croup, which staycd well out from shore, was attacked by 5 or
more P-38's, One DD hed bow blown off by bomb but wzs 2ble to
return to MANILA. Personnel cesuslties were suffcrec and very
minor demages were incurred by other shipse. The 4 DDs 0 N |
corst defense vessel, after KLSFII MARU senk, followed end re=
joined off MLSBATE. The following returned to MLNILA: KINKL
M/RU, 6 DDs end 3 coast defense vessels, In I .SB/TL Pass on
nirht of 10 November, convoy Number Thrce passed them enroute
south., Two or thrcc of DI's from DesRon One left the KINK.L MLRU
sné joined convoy Number Thrce. This convoy , &S steted before
wrs sunk by cerrier oir off north west LEYTE on 11 November.,

'!'\TI

n., Were you atteckcd by notor torpedo hosts in the FHILIFPINZS?

L. On night of 31 October while anchored et ORMOC, motor torpcdo
boats were sighted nesr the esstern most CONOTE ISL/IND, but the
defending destroyers prevented an attack,

Q. Yhot wes your cexperiencc in the Cruiser 017

Lo I wes Nevisator on her when she wes sunk at Latitucde 13° North:
Longitude 1149 East, July 19’1944. She wes hit 2t 1230 Japan
Central Tine by one torpcdo on port sice in ofter enginc roor, Thc
ship senk in five hours duec to flooding end the brerking of the
ship ot the point of demege in thc high sees. T:e €I hed one DL

in corpany which seved sbout 65% of her personnel.
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