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THE
ADVENTURER.

Nvums. 106. SATURDAY, November 10, 1753,

Ouo moriture ruis #— Vire.
Why wilt thou ruth to Death ?— Drypen,

#FXFE M HAV E before remarked, that human
&% 12X wit has never been able to render

3 courage contemptible by ridicule:
Al x though courage, as it is };metimes a
proof of exalted virtue, is alfo frequently an in-
dication of enormous vice; for if he who effe@s -
a good purpofe at the rifque of life, is allowed to
have the ftrongelt propenfity to good, it muft be
granted, that he who at the rifque of life effets
an evil purpofe, has an equal propenfity to evil.
Butas ridicule has not diftinguithed courage into
virtue and vice, neither has it yet diftinguifhed
infenfibilicy from courage.

EvEeRry paffion becomes weak in proportion
as it is familiar with its obje®. Evil muft be
confidered as the obje of fear; but the pafiion
~ is excited only when the evil becomes probable,
¥ ' Vor. 1V. B or,
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or, in other words, when we are in danger. As.
the fame evil may become probable many ways,
there are feveral fpecies of danger : that danger
to which men are contmually expofed, foon be-
comes familiar, and fear is no longer excited.
This, however, muft not be confidered asan ex-
ample of courage ; forequal danger, of any other
kind, will ftill produce the fame degree of fear in
the fame mind, " . ]

MEcHANICAL caufes, therefore, may produce
infenfibility of danger; but itisabfurd to fuppofe
they .can produce courage, for courage is an
effort of the mind by which a fenfe of danger is
furmounted ; and it cannot ‘be faid, without the
utmoft perverfion of lan'ruage, that a man is
courageous, merely becaufe he difcovers rio fear
when he is fenfible of no danger.

It is, indeed, true, that infenfibility and cou-
rage produce the fame effect; and when we fee
another unconcerned and chearful in a fituation
which would make us tremble, it is not ftrange
that we fhould impute his tranquillity to the
ftrength of his mind, and honour his want of
fear with the name of courage,  And yet when
a mafon whiftles at his work on a plank of a
foot broad and an inch thick, which is fufpended
by a rafter and a cord over a precipice, from
which if he thould fall he would inevitably pe-
rifh, he is only reconciled by habit to a fitu-

ation,
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ation, in which miore danger is generally appre-
hended than exifts; he has acquired no ftrength,
of mind, by which a fenfe of danger is fur-
mounted ; nor has he with refpec to courage any
advantage over him who, though he would
tremble on the {caffold, would yet ftand under it
without apprehenfion ; for the danger in both
fituations is nearly equal, and depends upon the
fame incidents. ;

Burt the fame infenfibility is often fubftituted
for courage by habit, even when the danger is
real, and in thofe minds which every other oc-
cafion would fhew to be deftitute of fortitude.
The inhabitants of Sicily live without terror up-
-on the declivity of a vulcano, which the ftranger
afcends with an interrupted pace, looking round
atevery ftep, doubting whether to go forward
or retire, and dreading the caprice of the flames
which he hears roar beneath him, and fees iffue
at the fummit: but let a woman, who is thus
become infenfible to the terrors of an earthquake,
be carried to the mouth of the mines in Sweden,
the will look down into the abyfs with terror,
the will thudder at the thought of defcending it,
and tremble left the brink fhould give way.

Agaixstinfenfibility of real danger we fhould
not be lefsiwatchful than, againft unrcafonable
fear. Fear, when it is juftly propostioned to its
objedty and- not; too flrong to be governed by rea~

B2 fon,

.
]
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fon, is not'only blamele(s ‘but honourable ;. it is
effential to the perfection of human nature, and
the mind would be as defective without it as the
body without.a.limb.. Man is a being expofed
to perpetual -evil ; every moment liable to de-
firuétion by innumerable accideats, which yet,
if he forefecs, he cannot frequently prevent : fear,
therefore, was implanted in his breaft for his
prefervation 5 to warn him when danger ap-
proaches, and to prevent his being precipitated
upon iteither by wantonnefs or inattention. But
thofe evils which, without fear, we fhould not
have forefeen, when fear becomes exceflive we
are unable to fhun; for cowardice and pre-
fumption are equally fatal, and are frequently
found in the fame mind.

A peasanT in the north of England had two
fons; Tuomas and Joun. Towm was taken to
fea when he was very young, by the mafter of a
fmall veflel who lived at Hull ; and Jacxk con-
tinued to work with his father till he was near
thirty, Tom, who was now become mafterof a
finack’ himfelf; took his brother on board for
Lonpon, and promifed to procure him fome
cmployment among the fhipping on the water-
fide. After they had been fome hours under
fail, the wind became contrary, and blew very
frefh ; the waves began immediately to fwell,
dathing with violence againft the prow, whitened

into
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into foam, ‘The veffel, which now plied to
windward, lay fo much on one fide, that the
edge was frequently under water; and Jack,
who expefted it to overfet: every moment; was
feized with terror which -he!could not conceal:
He earpeftly requelted of Ton, that the fails
might be taken in;-and lamented the folly that
had expofed him to the violence of 'a tempelft;
from whieh he could’ not withgst'a miracle
efcape. ‘Tom, with a'fovereign contempt'of his
pufillapimity, derided sis diftrefs j/and Jack, on
the contrary, admired the bravery 6fi Tom and
his crew, 'from whofe countenances' and. beha<
viour' he at length:derived fome hope; he be-
lieved he had deferved the reproach which he
fuffered, and defpifed himfelf for' the fear which
he could not fhake off. :/In the mean .time the
gale increafed, and in lef$ than an'hourit blew
aftorm. Jack,whowatched every countenance
with the utmoft attention and folicitude, thoughs
that his fears were now juftificd by the looks of
the failors : he, therefore, renewed his'complaint,
and perceiving his brother’ ftill unconcerned,
again /intreated him to. take every poflible.pre-
caution, and not increafe their danger by pre-
{umption.  Inanfwer to thefe remonftrances he
received fuch confolation as one lord of the crea-
tion frequently adminifters -to another in the
depth of diftrefs ; ¢ Pthaw, damme; you-fool,””
: B3 fayss
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fays Tom, ¢ don’t be dead hearted ; ‘the more
< fail we carry, the fooner we fhall be out of
¢ the weather.”  Jack’s fear had, indeed, been
alarmed before he was in danger; but Tom was
infenfible of the danger when it arrived: be,
therefore, continued his courfe,: exulting in the
fuperiority of his courage, and anticipating the
triumph of his vanity when they thould come on
thore, Bufyhe fails being fill fpread; a fudden
guft bore away the maft, which in its fall fo
much injured the helm, that it became impofiible
to fleer, and in a very fhort time afterwards the
veflel ftruck. Thhe firft momentin which Tom
became fenfible of'danger, he was feen to be to-
tallydeftitute of courage. 'When the veflel ftruck,
Jack, who had been ordered under hatches,
came up, and: found the hero, whom he had fo
lately regarded with humility and admiration,
fitting on the quarter deck, wringing his hands,
and uttering incoherent and clamorous excla-
mations. JACK now dppeared more calm than
before, and afked, if any thing could yet be
done to fave theirlives. Tom replied in a frantic
tone, that they might poflibly float to land on
fome :parts of the wreck 3, and catching up an
axe, inftead of attempting to difengage the maft,
he began to ftave the boat.  Jack, whofe reafon
was ftill predominant, though he had been afraid
too foon, faw that Tom in his frenzy ‘was about

to
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to cut off their laft'hope';iihe, therefore, caught
hold of his arm, took away the axe by force,
aflifted the failors in getting the boat into the
water, perfuaded his’ brother to quit the veffel,
and in about four hours they got fafe on fhore. *
¢ Ir the veffel had weathered the formi, Tom
would have been’deemed’ a’ hero, and'Jack a
coward: ‘but T hope that none, whom I'have letd
-into this train of thought, will, for the future,
cregard-infenfibility of danger as an indieation of
icourage ; ‘or impute ‘cowardice to thofe whofe
fear'is: ndtmadequde to its ob_;eé't of 100 violent
o anfiver 1ts purpofe. i

“THERE Sond e‘vt’l of which muItrtudes are it
perpetual danger 4h -evily to wlhich every othet
is'as the drop of ‘the bucket, and the duft of the
‘balance ;“and yet of this danger the greater part

-appear:to'be totally infenfible. ©  : -
“Every man who waftes in negligence the
day of falvation, ftands on the brink not only of
the grave but of hell. That the danger of all is
imminent, appears by the terms that INFINITE
Wispom has chofen to exprefs the conduét by
which alone it can be efcaped ; it is called, ¢ a
¢ yace, a watch, a work to be wrought with
¢¢ fear and trembling, a ftrife unto blood, and
“¢ a combat with whatever can feduce or terrify,
¢¢ with the pleafures of fenfe and the power of
¢ angels,”” The moment in which we fhall be
57 R fnatched
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fnatched from the brink of this gulph; or plunged
to the bottom, no power can either avert or re--
tard ; it approaches filent, indeed, as the flight of
time, but rapid and irrefiftible as the courfe of a
comet, That dreadful evil, which, with equal
force and propriety, is called the SEconpDzarh,
.ihould not, furely, be difregarded, merely becaufe
it has been long impending ; and as there is no
equivalent for which a man can reafonably deter-
mine to fuffer, it cannot be confidered as the
obje of courage, How it may be borne, thould
not be the enquiry, but how it may be fhunned.
And if in this daring age it is impoffible to pre~
pare for eternity, without giving up the chara&er
of a hero, no reafonable being, furely, will be
deterred by this confideration from the attempt ;
for who but an infant, or an ideot, would give
vp his paternal inheritance for a feather, or re-
nounce the acclamations of a triumph for the
tinkling of a rattlc? i

Nuwms.
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Nums. 107. TuEsnAvl,v November .13, 1753,

Sub judice lis eff. Hoz.

And of their vain difputings find no end.
Francise

I’T has been ‘fometimes afked by:thofe, who
find the appearance of wifdom more eafily at-
tained by queftions than foldtions, how it comes
to pafs, that the world is divided by fuch differ-
ence of opinion 5 and why men, equally reafon-
able, and equally lovers of truth do not alwa)s
think in the fanre manner ¥°

WitH regard to fimple propofitions, where
the terms are underftood, and ‘the whole fub-
jeét is comprehended at once, there is fuch an
uniformity of fentiment among all human beings,
‘that, for many ages, a very. numerous' fet’ of
notions were fuppéfed to’be inhate; or nedefla~
rily co-exiftént with rhe_faculty of reafon : it be-
ing imagined, that univerfal agreement could
proceed only from the invariable diétates of the
univerfal parent: 1 23anaIRng

I queltions: diffufe’ dnd’“compounded,’ this
fimilarity of determination-is nolonger tb be ex-
peéted. At -our firft fally inte =the intelleGual
world, we all march together along one'ftraight
xnd openroad; but as we proceed further,. and

Bs. wider-

-
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wider profpeCs open to our view, every eye
fixes upon‘a different fcene;: we divide into
various paths, and, as we move forward,. are
1till at a greater diftance from each other, As
a queftion -becomes more complicated and in-
volved, and extends to a greater number of rela-’
tions, difagreement of opinion will always be
multiplied:; not becaufe we are_irrational, but
becaufe we are finite beings, furnifhed with dif-
ferent kinds of knowledge, exerting different
degrees of attention, one difcovering confe-
quences which elcape .another, none taking in
the whele concatenation of caufes and effels,
and moft comprehendmg but a very: {mall part,
cach comparing what he:obferves with a dif-
Serent criterion, and each referring it to a differ-
ent purpofe. !

WHERE, then, is the wonder, that they who

‘fee only a_fmall part, fhould judge erroneoufly
of the whole ? or that they, who fee different and
diffimilar parts, thould judge differently from
«ach other ?

‘WHATEVER has: various refpels, muft have -
various appearances of good and evil, beauty
or deformity 3 thus, ;the \gardener tears up as a
weed, the plant which-the phyfician gathers as
a medicine 3 and ¢ a general,” fays Sir KEnELM
Dicey, * will look with pleafure over a plain,
% as a fit place on which the fate- of empires

“ might
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“ might be decided in battle, which the farmer
¢ will defpife as bleak and barren, nelther fruit-
¢ ful of pafturage, nor fit for tillage.”

Two men examining the fame queftion pro-
cead commonly like the phyfician and gardener
in fele@ing herbs, or the farmer and hero look-
ing on the plain; they bring minds imprefled
with different notions, and. d;re& their inquiries
to different ends ; they form, therefore, contrary
conc]ufons, and each wonders at the other’s
abfurdity.

WE have lefs reafon to bte furprifed or of-
fended when, we find others differ from .us.in
opinion, becaufe we very often differ from our-
felves. : How often we alter our minds, .we do
not atways remark ; ‘becaufe the change is fome-
times' made imperceptibly-and-gradually, and the
Jaft convidlion effaces all memory of the former.;
yet every mah, accuftomed tfrom. time ,to.time
to take a:furvey of his own ngtions, will by 3
flight. retrafpection beableto difqoyer, that his
mind ‘has, fuffered many: revolutions ; that the
fame\";higgs haye in the feveral parts of hlS Life
been condemned and .approved, purfued and
fhynned : - and that;.on;many, occafions, even
when his pratice hasbe¢n fteady, | his mxpd has
hegn wavering, and he, b_a,s perfifted in 3 fcheme
of altion, ‘m(hcr. bccm‘xﬂ:.’ he: feared the cenfuee

iy gl i Biibd ol bonag 0f
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of inconftancy, than becaufe he was always
pleafed with his own choice.

OF the different faces fiewn by the fame ob-
jells as they are viewed on oppofite fides, and of
the different inclinations which they muft con-
ftantly raife in him that contemplates them, a
more ftriking examplé cannot eafily be found
than two Greek Epigrammatifts will afford us in
their accounts-of human life, which I fhall lay
before the reader in Englifh'profe.

Posipiprus, a comic poet, utters this com=
plaint; ¢ Through which of the paths of life is
¢jt eligible to pafs ?- In public affemblies are.
¢t debates and- troublefome affairs :* domeftio
¢¢ privacies are haunted with anxieties ; in the
¢¢ country is labour ;-en the fea is terror: in a
¢ foreign land, he that has. money muft live in
¢¢ fear, he that wants it muft pine in diftre(s ;
< are you married'? ‘you are troubled with fuf-
*¢ picions ; are you ﬁngle ? you languith in foli-
« tude ; children occafion toil, and a childlefs
4 Jife is a ftate of deftitution ; “the time of youth
¢¢ is a time of folly, and gray hairs are loaded
¢ with. infirmity, This choice only, therefore, .
“ can be made, either never'to receive bemg, or
¢ immediately to lofe it.”

Sucwx and fo' gloomy is the profpe@, which
Posipippus has laid before us..- But weare not
to acquiefce too haflily in his determination.

againft:
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aoamﬂtheva]uéofexuﬁence for METRODORUS;.
a phllofopher of Athéns; has fhiewn, that life-has
pleafures as well as pains 5 and having ‘exhibited
the prefent flate of ‘man ir brighter: colours},
draws, with equal appearance of rea[on, a con=~
trary conclufion: '

 You ‘may pafs well through' any’of ‘the
<t paths’of ‘life. - In public aflemblies’ dre ho-
<¢ nours and tranfadtions of wifdom ; in domeftic
«-privacy, is ftillnefs 'and quiet; ‘in the country
¢¢ are the beauties of nature ; on the fea is the
¢ hope of gain ;iin'a foreign land; he that'is rich
¢ is' honoured,; :he’ that is poor may keep- his
<< poverty fecret ; are you tharried’? you have 2
« cheerful houfe’; are you fingle ? you are un=
¢t incumbered ; children are objeéls of affectiom,
¢ to be without children is to be without care 3
¢ the time of youth is the time of vigbur, and
¢ gray hairs are’ made venerable ‘by piety. ' It
w6 will, ?herefore, never-be a wife man s choice, .
« either ot 'to obtain exiftence; or to lofe it
< for every ftate of life has its felicity.”

I~ thefe epigrams. are 'included: moft of the
queftions which: have engaged the fpeculations
of the -enquirers. after’ happine(s § and though
they ‘will“ not’ much- afitt' our’ determinations,
they may, perhaps, ‘equally promote our quiet, .
by thewing that no abfolute determination ever
can be formed.

WHETHER -
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WHETHER 2 public ftation, or private life be
defirable, has always been debated. . We fee here
both' the allurements and difcouragements of
civil gmployments : on one fide there is trouble,
on the other honour ;. the management of affairs
is vexatious and difficult, but it is the only duty
in-which wifdom can be confpicuouily difplayed :
it muft then {Lill be.left to.avery man to choofe
-either cafe.or glory ;, nor.can’any.general precept
be given, ﬁnce no man can be happy by the pre-
[crlptlon of ;mother.
4-FHusywhatis f3id ofchxldren by PoslmPva,
“Vthat sthey,are, occaﬁons,of fatigue,”, and by
Mannononqs,,“ thag lthey are ohJe&,s of ,af-
£ fe&ion,” qs,equql]y certain; . hut »whethcr
Mtl\ley will give moft. pain or p]eafure, muft de-
pend on their-future condyét-and difpafitions, on
many caufes over which the parent can have
Jittle influence.: ‘there js, therefore, room for all
she. caprice& .of imagination, and defire muft be
prpportnoned to the hope or feas that fhall. bappen
to predomm“a;g. et i
=4 :SucH. is: the. unceftainty in Whlch weare al-
arays:likely to remain with regard ta queftions,
avheréin ‘we have moft dntereft, and which every
day:affords usifrefy opportynity toexamine : we
sy cxaming, indgedyl hug we never can decide,
‘heenufe our facultics arelunegual tp the fubjed :

2353 wWe
AIaTIAW
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we fee a little, and form an opinion; we feg more,
and change it.  SogH ik
- THis inconftancy and unﬁeadmefs, to- wlnch
we muft {o often find ourfelves liable, ought
certainly to teach us moderation and forbearance
towards thofe who cannot accommodate ‘them-
felves to our fentiments : if they are deceived, we
haye no right to attribute their miftake to ob-
ftinacy or negligence, becaufe we likewife have
been miftaken ; we may, perhaps, again change
our own opinion ; and what excufe fhall we be
able to find for averfion and malignity conceived
againft him, whom we fhall then find to have
committed no fault, and who offended us, only
by refufing to follow us into error ?

It may likewife contribute to foften that re-
fentment which pride naturally raifes againtt op-
pofition, if we confider, that he who differs
from us, does not always contradi¢t us; he has
one view of an objet, and we have another ;
each defcribes what he fees with equal fidelity,
and each regulates his fleps by his own eyes :
one man, with Posipiprus, looks on celi-
bacy as a flate of gloomy folitude, without a
partner in joy or a comforter in forrow ; the
other confiders it, with METRODORUS, as a
ftate free from incumbrances, in which a man is
at liberty to choofe his own gratifications, to re-
move from place to place in queft of pleafure,

and
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and” to' think of nothing but merriment and’
diverfion : full of thefe notions one haftens to
choofe a wife, and the other laughs at his rath-
nefs, or pities his ignorance ; yet it is poflible
that each is right, but that each is right only for
himfelf,

Lire is not the obje& of fcience: we feea
little, very little ; and what is beyond we only
can conjecture.  If we enquire of thofe who have
gone before ‘us,; we receive fmall fatisfation ;
fome have travelled life without obfervation, and
fome willingly miflead us. The only thought,
therefore, on which we can repofe with comfort;
45 that which prefents to us the care of Provi-

DENCE, whofe eye ‘takes in the whole of things,
and under 'whofe diretion all involuntary errors
will terminate in happinefs.

S

i \ UME,
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Nume. 108. SATURDAY, November 17, 1753

Nobis, cum fimul occidit brevis lux, 5
Nox ¢fi perpetuo una dormienda. - CATULLUS,

When once the fhojt-liv’d mortal dies, ;
A night eternal feals his eyes. ! ADDIisoV.

T may have been obferved by every reader,
that there are certain topics which never are
exhaifted.” Of fomé images'and fentiments the
mind of man' may be faid to"be enamoured ;' it
meets them, however often they occur, with the
fame ardour which a lover feels atthe fight of his
miftre(s, and parts from them with the fame re«
gret when they can no longer be enjoyed.

Or this kind are many defcriptions which the
poets have tranfcribed from each other, and their
fucceflors will probably copy to'the end of time ;
which will continue to engage, or, as the French
term it, to flatter.the imagination;, as long as hu-

man nature fhall remain the fame. :
WHEN a poet mentions the {pring, we know
that the zephyrs-are about to whifper, that the
groves are to recover their verdure) the linnets to
warble forth'their: notes of love, and the flocks
and herds to frifk over vales painted with flowers:
yet, who is there fo infenfible of the beauties of
nature,,,
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nature, fo little delighted with the renovation of
the world,.as not to feel his heart bound at the
mention of the fprmg.

WHEN night .overfhadows a romantic fcene,
all is ftillnefs, filence, and quiet ; 3. the poets of the
grove ceafe their melody, the moon towers over
the world in:gentle mdjefty, :men forget their
labours' and their carés, ‘and every paffion’and
purfuit is for 2 while fufpended. All this we

* knowalready, ryet we hear it repeated without
-wcarme[s .becaufe fuch is generally the life of
man, that he s pleafed, to think on the time
when, he Aball paufe from a.fenfe of- hxs con-
ditione 1ound il sty 13w

. (WHEN a noetxcal groveinvites us to its covert,
we -know that we. fhall-find-+what we have al-
ready feen, :a -limpid. (brook. murmuring over
pebbles,, a bank diverfified with flowers, 2-green
arch that excludes :the fun,:and a natural grot
fhaded; with myrtles ;. yet who;can forbear to
enter the. pleafing: gloom,- to enjoy coolnefs
and privacys; and;gratify himfzlf once more by
fcenes with which nature has formed him to be
delighted ? :

2. Many moral fentiments likewife are fo adaptéd
to our ftate, that we find approbation whenever
they folicit it, and ‘are: feldam’ read without ex-
-citing 2 gentle emotion in themind : fuch is the
comparifon of the life of man with the duration

of
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of a flower," a thought which, perhaps, every
nation has heard warbled in its own language,
from the INsPIRED PoETS of the Hebrews to
our own times : yet this comparifon muft always
pleafe, becaufe every heart feels its juftnefs, and
every hour confirms it by example.

SucH, likewife, is the precept that direéls us

to ufe the prefent hour, -and réfer nothing:to a
diftant time, which we are uncertain whether
‘we fhall reach : this every moralift may venture
to inculcate, becaufe it will always.be approved
and becaufe it is always forgotten.
« Tuis tule is, indeed, ‘every day enforced,
by atguments more powerful than the differtations
of moralifts : we fee men pleafing themfelves
avith future happinefs, fixing a certain hour for
the completion of their withes, and perifhing
fome’at a greater and fome at a lefs diftance from
the happy time ; all complaining of their difap=-
pointments, and lamenting that they had, fuf=
fered the years which HEAvEN allowed them,
to pafs without improvement, and deferred the
principal purpofe of their lives to theitime whea
life itfelf was to forfake them. :

It is not only uncertain, whether, through
all the cafualties and dangers which befet the
life of man, we fhall be able to reach the time
appointed for happinefsor wifdom ; but itis likely,

that whatever now hinders us from doing that
which
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which our reafon and confcience declare necef-

fary to be done, will equally obfirud us in times

‘to come. It is eafy for the imagination, ope-

rating on things not yet exifting, to pleafe itfelf
with fcenes. of unmingled felicity, or plan out-
courfes of uniform virtue : but good and'evil are
in real life infeparably united; habits grow

Atronger by indulgence'; .and reafon lofes her digw
nity,. in proportion as fhe has oftner yielded to
temptation: ©¢ he that cannot live well to-day,”

fays MarTIALs. * will be lefs qualified to live

€ well to-marrow.””: :

./ -OF the. uncertainty of every human good,

every human being feems to be convinced ; yet
this uncertainty is voluntarily increafed by unne»
ceffary delay, whether we refpet external caufes,

‘er confider the nature of ourownminds, He that
now feels'a defire to do right; and withes. to re~

gulate his life according to hisreafon; is not fure
that, ‘atany fature time aflignable, he fhall be able
to rekindle the fame ardour ; he that has now an

opportunity offered him of breaking loofe from

vice and folly, cannot know, but that he fball
hereafter be more entangled, and ftruggle for
freedom without obtaining it.

Weare fo unwilling to believe any thing to
ourown difadvantige, that we will alwaysimagine
the perfpicacity of our judgment and the ftrength
af our refolution more likely to increafe than to

grow -
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grow lefs by time ; and, therefore, conclude, that
thewill to purfue laudable purpofes will be always
feconded by the power.

BuT however we may be decexved in, calcu-
lating the ftrength of our facultiés, we cannot
doubt the uncertainty of that life in which they
muft be employed : we fee every day the unex-
pected death of our friends.and our enemies, we
fee new graves hourly opened for men older and
younger than ourfelves, for the cautious and the,
carelefs, the diffolute and the temperate, for men
who like us were providing to enjoy or improve
hours now irreverfibly cut off ; we fee all this,
and yet, inftead of living, let year glide after year
in preparations to live.

MEN are fo frequently cut off in the midft of
their projections, that fudden death caufes little
emotion in them that behold it, unlefs it be im-
prefled upon the attention by uncommon cir-
cumftances. I, like every other man, have
outlived multitudes, have feen ambition fink in
its triumphs, and beauty perith in its bloom ;, but
have been fcldom fo much affefted as by the
fate of EurRYALUs, whom I lately loft as I began
to love him.

EurvaLus had for fome time flourithed in 2
lucrative profeffion ; but having fuffered his ima-
gination to be fired by an unextinguifhable cu-
riofity, he grew weary of the fame dull round of

life,
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'life,'rlefolved to harafs himfelf no 1or;ger with
the drudgery of getting money, but to quit his
bufinefs and his profit, and enjoy for a few years
the pleafures of travel. His friends heard him
proclaim his refolution without fufpe&ing that
he intended to purfue it; but he was conftant to
his ‘purpofe, and with great expedition clofed his
actounts and fold his moveables, paffed a few
days in bidding firewel to his companions, and
with all the eagernefs of romantic chivalry croff-
ed the fea 'in fearch of happinefs. Whatever’
place was rénowned in ancient or modern hiftory,
whatever region art or nature had diftinguithed,
he determined-to vifit : full of defign and hope:
he landed on the continent ; his friends expeéted
accounts from him of the new fcenes that opened
in his progrefs, but were informed in a few days
that EURYALUS was dead.
~ Sucu was the end of Evrvarus. Heisen-
tered that ﬁate, whence none ever fhall return ;
and” can now only b.eneﬁt hisfriends, by remam-
mg in their memories a permanent and effica-
cious inftance.of the blindnefs of defire, and the
uncertainty of all terreftrial good. But, perhaps,
every man has like me loft an EurYALUs, has
known, a Friend: die with happinefs in his grafp ;
and yet every man contmues to thmk hxmfclf
fecure of life, and’ défers to fome future time of
7 leifure
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leifure what- he knows it will be fatal.to have
finally ommed 16 sz w38 Dentuoisie
2 I 15, indeed, with this as with other frailties
inherent in our nature 5 the defire of deferring to
another time, what cannot be done without en-
durance of fome pain, or forbearance of fome
pleafure; will, perhaps, néver be totally overcome
or fupprefled ; there will always be fomething
thiat we {hall wifh to have finifhed, and be never-
thelefs unwilling to begin: but agamﬁ this un-
willingnefs it is our duty to ftruggle, and every
conquett over our paffions will make way for an
eafier conqueft ; cuftom is equally forcible to bad
and good ; ‘naturé ‘Will always be at variance
with reafon, but will rebel more feebly as fhe is
oftener fubdued.

THE common neglet of the prefent hour is
more thameful and criminal, as no man is betrayed
to it by error, but admits it by negligence, Of
the inftability of life, the weakeft.underftanding
never thinks wrong, though the ftrongeft often
omits to think juftly : reafon and experience are
always ready to inform us of our real ftate ; but
we refufe to liften to their fuggeftions, becaufe
we feel our hearts unwilling to obey them : but,
{urely, nothing is more unworthy, of a reafonable
being, than to fhut. his eyes, when he fees the
road which he is commanded to travel, that
he may deviate with fewer reproaches from him-

felf ;
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£I1f ; nor could any metive to tendernefs, except
the confcioufnefs that we have all been guilty of*
the fame fauslt, difpofe us to pity thofe who thus
confign themfelvés to voluntary ruin.

i (RN L ;

************************eh

NUMB 109, TUESDAX, November 204 1753,

Infanire putas ﬁlmnifl me, neque rides. Hor,
You think me but as mad as all mankind.

Tothe ADVENTURER.

SIR, .

ONTESQUIE U wittily obferves, that
by building profefled mad-houfes men

tacitly infinuate, that all who areout of their fenfes

are to be found only in thofe places. This remark

havmg made fome impreflion on my mind, pro-

duced laft night the following' vifion,

1 iMAGINED that BEbLAM had been ordered
to be rebuilt upon 2 more extenfive plan by act of
parliament ; and that Dean Swrrr, ca]lmg at
my lodgings, offered to accompany me to fee

the new-erected edifice, which, he obferved, was.
not half capacious enough before to contain
the various fpecies of madnefs that are to be
found in this kingdom, As we walked through

the
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the galleties, he gave me the following account
of the feveral inhabitants,
I THE lady in the firft apartment had prevailed ©
upon her hufband, a man of ftudy and ceconomy,
to indulge her with a route twice a week at her
own houfe. This foon multiplied her obligations
to the company fhe kept, and in a fortnight fthe
infifted upon two more. - His lordfhip venturing
to oppofe her demand with fteady refolution, but
with-equal tendernefs, the lady complained, that
the rights of quality and fortune were invaded,
that her credit'was loft with the fafhionable world,
and that ignorance and brutality had robbed her
of the pleafures of a reafonable being, and ren-
dered her the moft unhappy wife in Great-Britain,
Thecaufe of her complaints; owever, fill fub-
fifted, and by perpetually brooding over it the at
length turned her brain. 3

NEXT to her is a dramatic writer, whofe co-
medy having been juftly damned, he began to
vent his fpleen againft the public, by weekly
abufes. of the prefent agei; but as neither the play
nor his defences of lit were read, his indignation
continually increafed, till at length it terminated
in madnefs.

HE on the right hand is a philofopher, who has
loft his reafon in a fruitlefs attempt to difcover
the caufe of ele@ricity.,

Vor. IV, c ] Hs
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HE on the left is a celebrated jockey of noble
birth, whofe favourite mare, that had enjoyed
three triumphs in former feafons, was diftanced
a few days ago at Newmarket.

YonDER meagre man has bewildered his un-
derftanding by clofely ftudying the doctrine of
chances, in order to qualify himfelf for a profef-
forfhip which will be thortly eftablithed and am~
ply endowed at an eminent chocolate-houfe,
where leGures on this important fubje& are con~
ftantly to be read. '

AN unforefeen accident turned the head of the
next unfortunate prifoner. She had for a long
time paffed for fifteen years younger than the was,
and her lively behaviour and airy drefs concurred
to help forward the impofition;; till one evening,
being animated with an extraordinary flow of
fpirits, fhe danced out feven of her artificial teeth,
which were immediately picked up, and delivered
to her with great ceremony by her partner.

Tue merchant in the neighbouring cell had
refolved to gain a plumb. He was poflefled of
feventy thoufand pounds, and eagerly. expelted a
fhip that was to complete his wifhes. But the
fhip was caft away in the channel, and the mer-
chant is diftra&ed for his lofs.

‘TuaT difconfolate lady had for many years
affiduoufly attended an old gouty uncle, had af-
fented to all his abfurdities, and humoured all his

foibles,

P
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foibles, in full expetation of being made his exe-
cutrix ;3 when happening one day to affirm that
his gruel had fack enough in it, contrary to his
opinion, he altered his will immediately, and
leftall to her brother ; which affords her no con-
folation, for avarice is able to fubdue the tender-
nefs of nature.

BenoLp the beautiful and virtuous THEO-
DORA ! Her fondnefs for an ungrateful hufband
was unparalleled.  She deteQed him in the arms
of a difagreeable and affected proftitute, and was
driven to diftra&ion.

Is my old friend the commentator here like-
wife? Alas! he has loft his wits in enquiring
whether or no the ancients wore perukes ! as
did his neighbour CywnTHIO, by recciving a
frown from his patron at the laft levee,

THE fat lady, upon whom you look fo ear-
neftly, is a grocer’s wife in the city. Her diforder
wasoccafioned by herfeeing at court, laft Twelfth
night, the daughter of Mr, Alderman SQUEEZE,
oil-man, in a fack far richer and more elegant
than her own.

THE nextchamber contains an adventurer who
purchafed thirty tickets in the laft lottery. As he
was a perfon of afanguine complexion and lively
imagination, he was fure of gaining the ten thou-
fand pounds by the number of his chances, He
fpent a month in furgleying the counties that lie

C.2” ' in
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in the nzighbourhood of the metropolis, before
he could find out an agreeable fite for the fine
houfe he intended to build. He next fixed his
eye ona moft blooming and beautiful girl, whom
he defigned to honour as his bride. He befpoke
a magnificent coach, and the ornaments of his
harnels were to be of his own invention. Mr.
Degagée, the taylor, was ordered to fend to Paris
for the lace with which his wedding clothes were
to be adorned. But in the midft of thefe prepa-
rations for profperity, all his tickets were drawn
blanks ; and inftead of his villa on the banks.of
the Thames, you now fee him in thefe melan-
choly lodgings.

His neighbour in the next apartment was an
honeft footman, who was perfuaded likewife to
try his fortune in the fame lottery; and who,
obtaining a very large and unexpected fum, could
not ftand the thock of fuch fudden good fortune,
but grew mad with excefs of joy.

. "You wonder to fee that cell beautified with
Chinefe vales and urns. It is inhabited by that
famoug virtuofo lady HARRIET BrRITTLE, whofe
opinion was formerly decifive at all au&ions,
where fhe was wufually appealed to about the
genuinenefs of porcelain. She purchafed, at an
exorbitant price, a MANDARIN, and a Jos, that
were the envy of all the female connoiffeurs, and
were allowed to be ineftimable, They were to

be
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be. placed at the upper end of a little rock-work
temple of Chinefe archite&ure, in which neither
propriety, proportion, nor true beauty, were con=
fidered, and were carefully packed up in different
boxes; but the brutith waggoner happening to
overturn his carriage, they were cruthed to pieces.
The poor lady’s underftanding could not furvive
fo irreparable a lofs 5 and her relations, to foothe
her paflion, had provided thofe Chelfea urns with
which fhe has decorated her chamber, and which
fhe believes to be the true NanqQuin.

YONDER miferable youth, being engaged ina
hot contention at a fafhionable brothel about a
celebrated courtezan, killed a fea officer with
whofe face he was not acquainted ; but who
proved upon enquiry to be his own brother,
who had been ten years abfent in the Indies.

Look attentively into the next cell you will
there difcover a lady of great worth and fine zc-
complifhments, whofe father condemned her to
the arms of a right honourable debauchee, when
he knew fhe had fixed her affections irrevocably
on another, who poffeffed an unincumbered effate,
but wanted the ornament of a title. She fub-
mitted to the orders of a flern father with pa-
tience, obedience, and a breaking heart. Her
hufband treated her with that contempt which he
thought due to a citizen’s daughter ; and befides.
communicated to her an infamous diftemper,,

C3 which.
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which her natural modefty fotbad her to difcover
‘in time ; and the violent medicines which were
afterwards adminiftered to her by an unfkilful
furgeon, threw her into a delirious fever, from
which fhe could never be recovered.

HEerEe the DEAN paufed ; and looking upon
me with great earneftnefs, and grafping my hand
clofely, fpoke with an emphafis that awaked
me ;—¢¢ Think me not fo infenfible a montter,
¢¢ as to deride the lamentable lot of the wretches
¢¢ we have now furveyed. If we laugh at the
¢ follies, let us at the fame time pity the mani=
¢« fold miferies of man.”

Iam, SIR,

z Your humble fervant,

SOPHRON,

NumMs.

£
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>

NUME. 110. SATURDAY, November 24, 1753+

"“Mens immata manet, lachryme volvuntur inanes.
. Vire.

Sighs, groans, and tears proclaim his inward
pains 3
But the firm purpofe of his heart remains,
Drypew,

ITY has been generally confidered as the

paffion of gentle, benevolent, and virtuous
minds ; although it is acknowledged to produce
only fuch a participation of the calamity of others,
as upon the whole is pleafing to ourfelves.

As a tender participation of foreign diftrefs, it
has been urged to prove, that man is endowed
with focial affeétions, which, however forcible,
are wholly difinterefted ; and as a pleafing fen-
faticn, it has been deemed an example of un-
mixed felfilhnefs and malignity. It has been re~
folved into that power of imagination, by which
we apply the misfortuncs of athers to ourfelves ;
we have been faid to pity no longer than we fancy
ourfelves to fuffer, and to be pleafed only by re-
fleéting that our fufferings are notreal ; thus in-
dulginga dream of diftrefs, from which we can
awake whenever we pleafe, to exult in our fecu-

C 4 rity,
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rity, and enjoy" the comparifon of the fition
with truth,

I smaLL not perplex my readers with the fub-
tilties of a debate, in which human nature has,
with equal zeal and plaufibility, been exalted and
degraded. It is fufficient for my purpofe to re-
mark, that PiTy is generally underflood to be
that paffion, which is excited by the fufferings of
perfons with whom we have no tender conneétion,
and with whofe welfare the ftronger paflions have
not united our felicity ; for no man would call
the anguifh of a mother, whofe infant was torn
from her breaft and left to be devoured in a de-
fert, by the name of P1Ty ; although the fenti~
ment of a flranger, who fhould drop a filent tear
at the relation, which yet might the next hour
be forgotten, could not otherwife be juftly denc-
minated.

Ir Prty, therefore, is abforbed in another
paflion, when our love of thofe that fuffer is
ftrong : P17y is rather an evidence of the weak=
nefs than the ftrength of that general philan-
thropy, for which fome have fo eagerly con-
tended, with which they have flattered the price
dnd veiled the vices of mankind, and which they
have affirmed to be alone fufficient to recommend
them to the favour of HEAVEN, to atone for the
indulgence of every appetite and the neglet of
every duty.

Ir
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Ir human benevolence was abfolutely pureand
focial, it would not be neceffary to relate the
ravages of a peftilence or a famine with minute-
and difcriminating circumftances to rouze our.
fenfibility : we fhould certainly deplore irreme-
diable calamity, and participate temporary dif--
trefs, without any mixture of delight : that de-
ceitful forrow, in which pleafure is fo well known
to be predominant; that invention has been bufied
for ages in contriving tales of fiitious fuffer-
ance for no other end than to excite it, would be
changed into honeft commiferation, in which
pain would be unmixed, and which, therefore,
we fhould wifh to lofe. :

Soox after the fatal battle of Fontenoy, a
young gentleman, who came over with the ofi-
cer that brought the exprefs, being expected at
the houfe of a friend, a numerous company of
gentlemen and ladies were aflimbled to hear an
account of the altion from an eye-witnefs.

THe gentleman, as every man is flattered by.
commanding attention, was eafily prevailed upon
to gratify the company, as foon as they were
feated, and, the firft ceremonies paft. He de-
fcribed the march of many thoufands of their.
countrymen into a field, where batteries had been

_concealed on each fide,. which in a moment
firewed the ground with mangled limbs;. and
carcafles that almoft floated in blood, and ob-

C 5 firu&ed:
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firuéted the path of thofe who followed to the
Alaughter, He related, how often the decreafing
multitude returned to the mouth of the cannon 3
how fuddenly they were rallied, and how fud-
denly broken; he repeated the lift of officers
who had fallen undiftinguithed in the carnage,
men whofe eminence rendered their names uni=
verfally known, their influence extenfive, and
their attachments numerous ; and he hinted the
fatal effects which this defeat might produce to
the nation, by turning the fuccefs of the war
againft us. But the company, however amufed
by the relation, appeared not to be affected by the
event : they were ftill attentive to every trifling
pundilio of ceremony, ufual among well-bred
perfons ; they bowed with a graceful fimper to
a lady who fneezed, mutually prefented each
other with fnuff, thook their heads and changed
their pofture at proper intervals, afked fome
queftions which tended to produce a more minute
detail of fuch circumftances of horror as had been
lightly touched; and having at laft remarked
that the Roman patriot regretted the brave could
die but once, the converfation foon became
. general, and a motion was made to divide into
parties at whift. But juft as they were about to
comply, the gentleman again engaged their at-
tention. I forgot, faid he, to relate one parti-
cular which, however, deferves to be remem-
bered,
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bered. The captain of a company, whofe name
1 cannot now recollect, had, juft before his
corps was ordered to embark, married 2 young
lady to whom .he had been long tenderly at-
tached, and who, contrary to the advice of all
herfriends, and theexpoftulations, perfuafion, and
entreaty of her hufband, infifted to go abroad
with him, and fhare his fortune at all events. If
he thould be wounded, fhe faid that the might
haften his recovery, and alleviate his pain, by
fuchattendance as ftrangers cannot be hired to
pay; if he fhould be taken priioner, the might,
perhaps, be permitted to fhorten the tedious
hours of captivity which folitude would protrat;
and if he fhould die, that it would be better for
her to know it with certainty and fpeed, than to
wait at a diftance with anxicety and fulpenfe, tor-
mented by doubtful and contradiltory reports,
and at laft believing it pollible, that if fhe had
been p'efent her affiduity 'and tendernefs -might
have prefervcd his life.  The captain, though
he was not convinced by her reafoning, was yet
overcome by the importunate eloquence of her
love ; he confented to her requeft, and they em-
,ba*ked together, - :

[THE head-quarters of the Duke. of Cumber-
1and were at Bruffoel, from whence they re-
moved' the evening before the battle to I\Jonbray,
a vxllage wnhm mufquet fhot of the enemy’s

Ceé lines,
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lines, where the captain, who commanded in the
left wing, was encamped.
THEIR parting in the morning was fhort.
She looked after him, till he could no longer
be diftinguifhed from others; and as foon as
the firing began, fhe went back pale and trem-
.bling, and fate down expe&ing the event in an
agony of impatience, anxiety, and terror. She
foon learned from ftragglers and fugitives, that
the flaughter was dreadful, and the victory hope-
lefs. She did not, however, yet defpair; the
hoped, that the captain might return among the
few that fhould remain: but foon after the re-
treat, this hope was cut off, and fhe was in-
formed that he fell in.the firft charge, and was
left among the dead. She was reftrained. by
thofe about her from ruthing in the pbrenzy of
defperation to the field of battle, of which. the
enemy was ftill poffefled : but the tumult of her
mind having abated, and her grief become 1 more
calm during the night, fhe ordered the fervant to-
attend her at break of day; and as leave had
been given to bury the dead, the went herfelf to
feek the remains of her hufband, that the might
honour them wijth the laft rites, and pour the
tears of con_;utra] affetion 1 upon his grave.. They
wandered about among the dying and the dead,
gazing on every diﬁorted countenance, and
Yooking round” with irrefolution and amazement.
on.
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on a fcene, which thofe who ftripped had left
tenfold more a fight of horror than thofe who
had flain, From this fight fhe was at laft turn-
ing with confufion and defpair; but was ftopped
by the cries of a favourite fpaniel, who had fol-
lowed her without being perceived. He was
ftanding at fome diftance in the field; and the
moment the faw him, fhe conceived the ftrongeft
affurance that he had found his mafter. She

“hafted inftantly to the place, without regarding
_any other object; and ftooping over the corpfe by
_which he ftood, fhe found it fo disfigured with
“wounds and befineared with blood, that the
"features were not to be known : but as the was
weeping in the anguifh of fufpenfe, fhe difco-
"vered hanging on the wrift the remains of a ruffe,
“round which there was a flight border of her own
work.! Thus fuddenly to have difcovered, and

“in fuch dreadful circumftances, that which fhe
had fought, quite overwhelmed her, and fhe
funk down on the body. By the afliftance of the

“fervant fhe was recovered to fenfibility, but not
to reafon ; fhe was feized at once with convul=
fions and madnefs ; and a few hours after the was
carried back ta the vilfa’g‘e {he expired.

N THose, who had heard the fate cf whole
battalions without pity, and the lofs of a battle,
by which their country would probably fuffer
meparable ‘damage, without contern, diftened

e
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.to a tale of private diftrefs with uninterrupted
attention. =~ All regard to each other was for.a

while fufpended ; tears by degrees overflowed
every eye, and every bofom became fufceptible of

Prry: but the whole circle paufed with evident
regret, when the narrative was at an end ; and

_would have been glad, that fuch another could
have been told to continue their entertainment.

Such was the BENEVOLENCE of PiTx ! Buta

llady who had taken the opportunity of a very
’ﬂlght acquaintance to fausfy her curiofity, was
touched with much deeper diftrefs 5 and fainting

in the ftruggle to conceal the emotions of her

mind, fell back in her chair : an accident which

was not fooner difcovered, becaufe every eye had

been fixed upon the fpeaker, and all attention

monopolized by the ftory. Every one, how-

ever, was ready to afford her affiftance ; and it

was foon difcovercd, that fhe was mother to the

lady whofe diftrefs had aﬁ'orded fo much vir-

tuous pleafure to the company, It was not pof-

fible to tell her another ftory, which would re-

vive the fame fenfatlons, and if it had, the

world could not, have bribed her. to have heard

it. Her affeéion to the querer was too ftrong

to . permit her, on this occaﬁon, to_enjoy. the

3 luxury of PrTy, and app]aud her benevolence
for” fenfations which Thewed its defects, It
would mdeed be happy for us, if we were to

exilt
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exift only in this ftate of imperfeftion, that a
greater fhare of fenfibility is not allowed us;
but if the mole, in the kindnefs of UNERRING
Wispow, is permitted fcarce to diftinguith light
from darknefs, the mole fhould not, furely, be
praifed for the perfp‘fcacity of its fight.

Let us diftinguith that malignity, which
others confound with BENEVOLENCE, and ap-
plaud as VIRTUE ; let that imperfeion of na-
ture, which is adapted to an imperfeét ftate,
teach us humility ; and fix our dependence upon
Him, who has promifed to ¢¢ create in us a new
¢ heart and a right {pirit;” and to receive us to
that place, where our love of others, however
ardent, can only increafe our felicity ; becaufe
in that place there will be no objeét, but fuch
as PERFECcT BENEVOLENCE can contemplate
with delight.

Nuwms,
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Nums. 111. TUESDAY, November 27, 1753~

Que non fecimus ipfi,

Vix ea noftra voco. Ovip,

The deeds of Jong defcended anceftors
Are but by grace of imputation ours.
f DrypeN,,

HE evils infeparably annexed to the pre~

fent condition of man, are fo numerous and:
afflitive, that it has been, from age to age, the
tafk of fome to bewail, and of others to folace
them ; and he, therefore, will be in.danger of
feeing a common enemy, who fhall attempt to
depreciate the few pleafures and felicities which.
nature has allowed us.

Yer I will confefs, that I have fometimes.
employed my thoughts in examining the pre--
tenfions that are made to happinefs, by the fplen--
did and envicd condition of life ; and have not:
thought the hour unprofitably fpent, when I have-

dete@ed the impofture of counterfeit advantages,.

and found difquiet lurking under falfe appear-
ances of gaiety and greatnefs,

It is ailerted by a tragic poct; that ¢ eft mifer
¢ nemo nift comparatus,” “ no man is miferable,
¢ but as he is compared with others happier than
< himfelf :** this pofition is not ftri@ly and phi-

Jofophically.

i S s e 9.+ o
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lofophically ‘true.: He might: have faid, with
rigorous propriety, that no man is happy but as
he is compared with the miferable; for fuch is
the ftate of this world, that we find in it abfolute
mifery, but happinefs only comparative ; we may
incur as much pain as we can poflibly endure,
though we can never obtain as much happinefs
as we might poflibly enjoy.

YET it is certain likewife, that many of our
miferies are merely comparative : we are often
made unhappy, not by the prefence of any real
evil, but by the abfence of fome fiitious good ;
of fomething which is not required by any real
want of nature, which has not in itfelf any
power of gratification, and which neither reafon
nor fancy would have prompted us to wifh, did
we not fee it in the pofleflion of others.

* For a mind difeafed with vain longings after
wnattainable advantages, no medicine can be pre-
feribed, but an impartial enquiry into the real
worth of that which is fo ardently defired. Itis
well known, how much the mind, as well as
the-eye, is deceived by diftance ; and, perhaps,
it wilk be found, that of many imagined bleffings
it may be doubted, whether he that wants or
poflefies them has more reafon to be fatisfied
with his lot.

THE dignity of high birth and long extra&ion,
no man, to whom nature has denied it, can confer

. upon
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upon himfelf 3 and, therefore, it deferves to be
confidered, whetter the want of that which can
never be gained, may not eafily be endured. It
is true, that if we confider the triumph and de-
light with which moft of thofe recount their an=
ceftors who have anceftors to recount, and the
artifices by which fome who have rifen to unex-
peQed fortune endeavour to infert themfelves
into an honourable ﬁém, we fhall be inclined to
fancy that wifdom or virtue may be h.d by in=
heritance, or that all the excellencies of a line
of progenitors are accumulated on' their de-
fcendant. Reafon, indeed, will foon inform us,
that our eftimation of birth is arbitrary and ca-
pricious, and that dead anceftors can have no
influence but upon imagination : let it then be
examined, whether one dream may not operate
.in the place of another ; whether he that owes
nothing to fore~fathers, may not receive equal
pleafure from the confcioufnefs of owing all to
himfelf ; whether he may not, with a little me-
ditation, find it more honourable to found thzn
to continue a family, and to gain dignity than
tranfmit it; whether, if he receives no dignity
from the virtues of his family, he does not like-
wife efcape the danger of being difgraced by their
crimes ; and whether he that brings a new name
into the world, has not the convenience of
playing the game of life without a ftake, an op-

portunity
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portunity of winning much though he has no-
thing to lofe.

THERE is another opinion concerning happi-
nefs, which approaches much more nearly to uni=
verfality, but which may, perhaps, with equal
reafon be difputed. ~ The pretenfions to anceftral
honours many of the fons of earth eafily fee to
beill-grounded ; butall agree to celebrate the ad-
vantage of hereditary riches, and to confider thofe
as the minions of fortune, who are wealthy from
their cradles, whofe eftate is ¢ res non parta la-
< bore fed relicta ;” <¢ the acquifition of another,
¢¢ not of themfelves ;” and whom a father’s in~
duftry has difpenfed from a laborious attention
to arts or commerce, and left at liberty to difpofe

- .of life as fancy fhall dire& them.

IF e’very man were wife and virtuous, capable
to difcern the beft ufe of time, and refolute to
pra&lifeit; it might be granted, I think, without
hefitation, that total liberty would bea blefling ;
and that it would be defirable to be left at large
to the exercife of religious and focial duties, with-
out the interruption of importunate avocations.

BurT fince felicity is relative, and that which
is the means of happinefs to one man may be to
another the caufe of mifery, we are to confider,
what fate is beft adapted to human nature in its
prefent degeneracy and frailty. And, furely, to
far the greater number it is highly expedient, that

they
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they thould by fome fettled fcheme of duties be
refcued from the tyranny of caprice, that they
thould be driven on by neceffity through the paths
of life with their attention confined to a ftated
tafk, that they may be lefs at leifure to deviate
into mifchief at the call of folly.

WHEN we obferve the lives of thofe whom an
ample inheritance bas let loofe to their own di~
redtion, what do we difcover that can excite our
envy ? Their time feems not to pafs with much
applaufe from others, or fatisfa&tion to them-
felves : many fquander their exuberance of for-
tune in luxury and debauchery, and have noother
ufe of money than to inflame their paflions, and
riot in a wider range of licentioufnefs ; others,
lefs criininal indeed, but, furely, not much to be
praifed, lie down to fleep, and rife up to trifle,
are employed every morning in finding expedients
to rid themfelves of the day, chafe pleafure
through all the places of public refort, fly from
London to Bath and from Bath to London,
without any other reafon for changing place,
but that they go in queft of company as idle and
as vagrant as themfelves, always endeavouring to
raife fome new defire that they may have fome-
thing to purfue, to rekindle fome hope which
they know will be dif2ppointed, changing one
amufement for another which a few months will
make equally infipid, or finking into Janguor and

difeafe



No. 111, THE ADVENTURER. 45

difeafe for want of fomething to aduate their
bodies or exhilarate their minds.

WHOEVER has frequented thofe places, where
idlers affemble to efcape from folitude, knows
that this is generally the ftate of the wealthy ;
znd from this flate it is no great hardfhip to be
debarred.  No man can be happy in total idle-
nefs ;- he that fhould be condemued to lie torpid
and motionlefs, * would fly for recreation,”
fays SouTH, “ to the mines and the gallies ;”
and it is well, when nature «r fortune find em-
ployment for thofe, who would not have known
how to procure it for themfelves.

HE, whofe mind is engaged by the acquifition
or improvement of a fortune, not only efcapes
the infipidity of indifference, and the tedioufnefs
of inactivity, but gains enjoyments wholly un-
known to thofe, who live lazily on the toil of
others ; for life affords no higher pleafure, than
that of furmounting difficulties, pafling from
one ftep of fuccefs to another, forming new
wifhes, and feeing them, gratified. He thar la-
bours in any great or laudable undertaking, has
his fatigues firlt fupported by hope, and after-
wards rewarded by joy; he is always moving
to a certain end, and when he has attained ity an
end more diftant invites him to a new purfuit,

It does not, indeed, always happen, that dj-
ligence is fortunate ; the wifeft fchemes are

broken
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broken by unexpeéted accidents ; the moft con-
ftant perfeverance fometimes toils through life
without a recompence : but labour, though un-
fuccefsful, is more eligible than idlenefs ; he that
profecutes a Jawful purpofe by lawful means, alts
always with the approbation of his own reafon ;
he is animated through the courfe of his endea-
vours by an expe@ation which, though not cer-
tain, he knows to be juft ; and is at Jaft comforted
in his difappointment, by the confcioufnefs that
he has not failed by his own fault.

THAT kind of life is moft happy which af-
fords us moft opportunities of gaining our own
efteem ; and what can any man infer in his own
favour from a condition to which, however pro-

" fperous, he contributed nothing, and which the
vileft and weakeft of the fpecies would have ob-
tained by the fame right, had he happened to be
the fon of the fame father,

To ftrive with difficulties, and to conquer
them, is the higheft human felicity ; the next,
is to ftrive, and deferve to conquer: but he
whofe life has pafled without a conteft, and who
can boaft neither fuccefs nor merit, can furvey
him(elf only as a ufelefs filler of exiftence ; and
if he is content with his own chara&er, muft
owe his fatisfaction to infenfibility.

THus it appears that the fatirift advifed
rightly, when-he dire€ted us to refign ourfelves

7 to
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to the hands of HEAVEN, and to leave to fupe—
rior powers the determination of our lot:

-Permittes ipfis expenders Numinibus, quid .
Conveniat nobis, rebufque fit utile noftris
Carior eff illis bomo quam fibi.

Intruft thy fortune to the pow’rs above :

Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant

What thelr unerring wifdom fces thee want.

In goodnefs as in greatnefs they excel :

Ah'! that we lov’d ourfelves but half (o well.
DryDEN,

WHAT ftate of life admits moft happinefs, is
uncertain ; but that uncertainty ought to reprefs
the petulance of comparifon, and filence the
murmurs of difcontent.

T

NwvuMz.

[N



18 THE ADVENTURER. No,111.
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NuMms. 112. SATURDAY, December 1, 1753.

——— Has pands garrula lingua dedit. * OVID.
Such was the fate of vain loquacity.-

To the ADVENTURER.,

SIR,

3O be courteous to all, but familiar with
few, is a maxim which I once defpifed, as
originally proceeding from a mean and contrated
mind, the frigid caution of weaknefs and timidity.
A tame and indifcriminate civility I imputed toa
dread of the contempt or the petulance of others,
to fears from which the wit and the gentleman
are exempted by a confcioufnefs of their own dig-
nity, by their power to' reprefs infolence and
filence ridicule; and a general thynefs and referve
I confidered as the reproach of our country, as
the effe® of an illiberal education, by which
neither a polite addrefs, an eafy confidence, or a
general acquaintance with public life, is to be
acquired. This opinion, which continued to
flatter the levity and pride that produced it, was
firengthened by the esample of thofe whofe
manner in the diffidence of youth I withed to
imitate, who entered a mixed company with an
air of ferene familiarity, accofted every man like
an old acquaintance, and thought only of making
e fport
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fport for the reft of any with whom their caprice
thould happen to be offended, without regard to
their age, chara@er, or condition.

BuT I now wifh, that I had regulated my
conduct by the maxim which I defpifed, for I
fhould then have cfcaped a misfortune which [
can never retrieve ; and the fenfe of which I am_
now endeavouring to fulpend, by relating it to
you as a leflon to others, and confidering my lofs
of happinefs as an acquifizion of wifdom.

WHILE I was in France with a travelling
tutor, I received a letter which acquainted me,
that my father, who had been leng declining,
was dead 5 and that it was nceeflary I fhould im-
mediately return to England to take pofleflion
of his cftate, which was not inconfiderable,
though there were mortgages upon it to near
half its value.

WHEN [ arrived, I found a letter which the
old gentleman had written and dire@ed to me
with his own hand. It contained fomc general
rules for my condu&, and fome animadverfions
upon hisown: he took notice of the incumbrance
under which he left me the paternal inheritance,
which had defeended through many gencrations,
and exprefled the moft earneft defire, that it
might yet be tranfmitted intire to pofterity : with
this view, he faid, he had negociated 2 mar-
riage between me and the only daughter of his

Vor. 1V, D old
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old friend, Sir GEORGE HoMESTEAD of the
‘North, an amiable young lady, whofe alliance
would be an honour to my family, and whofe
fortune would much more than redeem my
cltate,

HEe had given the knight a faithful account of
his affairs, who, after having taken fome time
.to confider the propofal and confult his friends,
had confented to the match, upon condition that
his daughter and I fhould be agreeable to each
other, and my behaviour fhould confirm the
chara&er which had been given of me. My
father added, that he hoped to have lived till this
alliance had taken place; but as PROVIDENCE
had otherwife determined, he intreated, as his
laft requeft, that as foon as my affairs fhould be
fettled and decency would permit, I would make
Sir GEORGE a vifit, and negle& nothing to ac-
complifh his purpofe.

I was touched with the zeal and tendernefs
of parental affetion, which was then direGing
.me to happinefs, after the heart that felt it had
ceafed to beat, and the hand that exprefled it
was mouldering in the duft. I had alfo feen the
lady, not indeed fince we were children; but I
remember that her perfon was agreeable, and
her temper fweet : 1 did not, therefore, hefitate
a. moment, whether my father’s injunction
dhould be obeyed, I proceeded to festle his af-

: fairs 3
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";fairs 5. 1 took an account of his debts and credits,
wvifited the tenants, recovered my ufual gaiety,
and at the end of about nine-months fet out for
Sir GEORGE’s feat in the North ; having before
opened an_epiftolary correfpondence, and ex.
prefled my impatience to poflfs the happinefs
which my father had fo kindly fecured.

Twas better pleafed to be well mounted, than

to loll in a chariot, or be jumbled in a poft-
chaife; and I knew that Sir GEORGE was an
old fportfman, a plain hearty blade, who would
like me better in a pair of buckfkin breeches on
«the back of a good hunter, than in a trimmed
fuit and a gaudy equipage : I, therefore, fet out
onhorfeback with only one fervant, and reached
Stilton the firft night.

In the morning, as [ was mounting, a gentle-
man, who had juft got on horfeback befere me,
ordered his fervant to make fome enquiry about
the road, which I happened to overhear, and
told him with great familiarity, that I was going
the fame way, and if he pleafed we would trave]
together : to this he confented, with-as much
franknefs; and: as little ceremotty ; and I fet for-
ward, greatly delighted that chance had afforded
me:a companion.

‘We immediately entered into converfation,
and I'foon found that he had been abroad : we

-extolled the roads and the policy of France, the
2 cities,
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<ities, the palaccs, and the villas ; entered into a
“critical examination of the moft celebrated feats
in England, the peculiarities of the building and
fituation, crofs ways, market towns, the im-
pofition of innkeepers, and the fports of the field;
" topics by which we mutually recommended our-
felves to cach other, as we had both opportu=-
nities to difcover equal knowledge, and 'to dif-
play truth with fuch evidence as prevented diver-
{ity of opinions.

AFTER we had rode about two hours, we
overtook another gentleman, whom we ac-
cofted with the fame familiarity that we had ufed
to each other; we afked him how far he was
going and which way, at what rate he travelled,
where he put up, and many other queftions of
the fame kind. The gentleman, who appeared
to be near fifty, received our addrefs with great

. coolnefs, returned: thort and indire& anfwers
to our enquiries, and, often looking with great
attention on us both, fometimes put forward
that he might get before us, and fometimes
checked his horfe that he might remain be-
hind, - But we were refolved to difappoint him ;
and, finding that his referve increafed, and he
was vifibly difpleafed, we winked at each qther,
and determined the old put fthould afford us fome
fport. After we had rode together upon very
ill terms more than half an hour, my companion

with



-No, 112, THE ADVENTURER. 53

vmh an air of Ceremomous gravxty afked 1um, lF,
hé knew anyhoufe npon the road where he might

be ‘accommodated with a wench.  The gentle-

man, who was, I believe, afraid of giving us a
pretence to quarrel, did not refent this infult any

otherwife than by making no reply. I then be-

gan to talk to'my comparion as if we had been

old acquafntanct, reminding him that the gentle-

man ‘extremely refembled a perfon, from whom

we had taker a girl that hie was carrying to the

bagnio, and, indecd, that his prefent referve

made me fufpeét him to be the fame; but that

as we were willing to afk his pardon, we hoped

it would be forgot, and that we thould fill have

the pleafure of dining together at the next inn.

The gentleman was ftill filent 5 but as his per=

plexity and refentment vifibly increafed, he pro-

portiondbly: increafed our'entertainment, which
did not, however, laft long, for he fuddenly

tirned down a lane ; upon which we fet up a

horfe laugh, that continusd till” he was out of
hearing, and then purfuing our journey, we

talked of the adventure, which afforded us con-

verfation and ‘merriment for the reft of the
day.

THE next morning we parted, and in the
evening I arrived at Homesteap Harr. The
old knight received me with great affection, and
immediatély introduced me to his daughter,

) D3 whom
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whom I now thought the fineft woman I had,
ever feen, I could eafily difcover, thatl was
Rnot: welcome to her merely upon her father’s- re-
commendation, and I enjoyed by anticipation the
felicity which I confidered as within my grafp.
But the pleafing fcene, in which I had fuffered
my imagination to wander, fuddenly difappeared.
as by the power of enchantment; without any,
vifible motive, the behaviour of the whole family.
was changed, my affiduities to the lady were
veprefled, the was never to be found alone, the;
inight treated me with a cold civility, I was no-
Jonger a party in their vifits, nor was I willingly
attended even by the fervants. I made many;
attempts to difcover the caufe of this misfortune,
but without fuccefs ; and one morning, when I
had drawn Sir GEORGE into the garden by him--
felf, and was about to urge him upon the fubject,
he prevented me by faying, that his promife to.
my father, for, whom he had the higheft regard;
as I well. knew, was conditianal ; that he had al«
ways refolved to leave his daugliter a free choice,
and that fhe had requefted him to acquaint me,
that her affeCtions were otherwife engaged, and-
to intreat that I would, therefore, difcontinue
my addrefles, : My.furprife and concern at this
declaration, were fuch .as left me no power to,
reply ; and I faw Sir GEORGE turn from me and,
go into the houfe, without making any attempt

ta
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to flop him, or to obtain a further explanation..
Afterwards, indeed, I frequently expoftulated,
intreated, and complained ; but, perceiving that
all was ineffectual, I took my leave, and deter-
mined that I would ftill folicit by letter ; for the
lady had taken fuch pofleffion of my heart, that
I would joyfully have married her, though I had
been fure that her father would immediately have
left all his fortune to a ftranger.

I MEDITATED on my epiftolary projeét all the
way to London, and before I had becn three
days in town I wrote a long letter to Sir GEORGE,
in which I conjured him, in the ftrongeft terms,
to account for the change in his behaviour ; and
infifted, that, on this occafion, to conceal the
truth, was in the higheft degree dithonourable ta.
himfelf, and injurious to me.

To this letter, after about ten days, I received
the following anfwer :

«“SIR,
L lT is with great relu&ancé that I reveal the
“ 4§ motives of my condult, becaufe they are
¢¢ much to your difadvantage. The inclofed is a
¢¢ letter which I received from a worthy gentle-
¢ 'man in this county, and contains a full anfwer
¢ to your enquiries, which I had rather you
¢¢ fhould receive in any hand than in mine,
¢: I am your humble fervant,
¢ Geo. HoMESTEAD.”
D3 T 1MME-
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I IMMEDIATELY opened the paper inclofed,
in which, with the utmoft i 1mpat1cnce, I read as
follows : e

« SR, ,

Saw a perfon with your family yefferday
- at the races, to whom, as I was foon after
“¢ informed, you intended to give your daughter,
¢¢ Upon this occafion, it is my indifpenfable duty
¢¢ to acquaint you, that if his charader is to be
¢¢ determined by his company, he will inevitably
‘¢¢ entail difeafes and beggary upon his pofterity,
¢¢ whatever be the merit of his wife, or the afflu-
“‘ence of his fortune. He overtook me on the
o road from London a few weeks ago, in com-
¢¢ pany with a wretch, who by their difcourfe ap~
¢¢ peared to be his old and familiar acquaintance,
““ and whom I well remember to have been
¢ brought before my friend Juftice WorTHY,
“ when I was accidentally at his houfe, as the
¢¢ keeper of a brothel in Covent Garden. He
¢ has fince won a confiderable fum with falfe
“ dice at the mafquerade, for which he was
¢¢ obliged to leave the kingdom, and is ftill liable
“¢ t0 a profecution.  Be aflured that I have per-
¢ {e&t knowledge of both ; for fome incidents,
¢ which it is not neceﬂ‘ary to mention, kept me

¢ near

L3
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““‘near them fo long on the road, that it is im-
¢¢ poffible I thould be miftaken,

I am, SIR, your’s, &c.

“James TRUEMAN."”

THE moment I had read this letter, the riddle
was folved.. I knew Mr. TRUEMAN to be the
gentleman,whom [ had, concurred with a ftranger,
picked up by accident, to infult without provoca-
tion on the road. I was in a moment covered:
with confufion ; and though I was alone, could
not help hiding my face with my hands, 1 ab-
horred my folly, which appeared yet more cnor-
mous every time it was reviewed.

I courTED the fociety of a ftranger, and a
ftranger I perfecuted with infult: thus I'aflociated
with infamy, and thus my affociate became
known. I hoped, however, to convince Sir
GEORGE, that [ had no knowledge of the wretch.
whofe infamy I had fhared, except that which- [
acquired from the letter of his friend. But before
} had taken proper meafures for my juflification,.
I had -the mortification to hear, that the lady-
was married to a neighbouring- gentleman, who-
had long made' his addreffes, and whom Sir
GEORGE had before rcjefed in the ardor of his:
friendfhip-for my father.

Dgs How
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How narrow, Mr. ADVENTURER, is the path
of retitude, and how much may be loft by the
flighteft deviation !

I am your humble fervant,
: ABULUS,

B e R e e
Nums. 113, TUESDAY, December 45 1753+

Ad bumum meerore gravi deducit & angit, Hor,

Wrings the fad foul, and bends it down to earth,
Francis.

NE of the moft remarkable differences be~

twixt ancient and modern tragedy, arifes
from the prevaling cuftom of defcribing only
thofe diftrefles that are occafioned by the paffion
of love ; a paflion which, from the univerfality
of its dominion, may doubtlefsjuftly claim a large
fhare in reprefentations of human life; but
which, by totally engroffing the theatre, had con-
tributed to degrade that noble fchool of virtue
into an academy. of effeminacy,

WHEN RACINE perfuaded the celebrated Ar-
NAULD to read his PHZDRA, ¢ Why,” faid
that fevere critic to his friend, ¢ have you
< falfified the manners of HrproriTus, -and
<¢ reprefented him in love !’ ¢ Alas I” replied
the poet, ¢ without that circumftance, how
¢ would the ladies and the beaux have received

(13 my
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¢ my piece > And it may well be imagined,
that to gratify fo confiderable and important a
part of his audience, was the powerful motive
that induced CORNEILLE to enervate even the
matchlefs and affe®ing ftory of (EpIpus, by
the frigid and impertinent epifode of THESEUS’s
paflion for DircE.

SHARESPEARE hasfhewnus,by hisHamLEeT,
MacBeTH, and C&saR, and above all by his
LEAR, that very interefting tragedies may be
written, that are not founded on gallantry and
love; and that BoiLEAU was miftaken, when
he affirmed,

de Pameur la fenfible peinture,
Ef? pour aller avi coeur la route la plus fiive.

Thole tender {cenes that pi&ur’d love impart,
Infure fuccefs and beft engage the heart,

"TrE diftrefles in this tragedy are of a very un-’
common nature, and are not touched upon by
any other dramatic author, They are occafioned
by a rath refolution of an aged monarch of ftrong
paflions and quick fenfibility, to refign his crown
and to divide his kingdom amongft his three
daughters ; the youngeft of whom, who was his
favourite, notanfwering his (anguineexpeQations
in expreffions of affetion to him, he for ever
banithes, and endows ber fifters with her allotted

Db = * fhare,
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fhare. ‘Their unnatural ingratitude, the.intole-
rable affronts, indignities, and cruelties he fuffers
from them, and the remorfe he feels from hisim-
prudent refignation of his power, at firft inflame
him with the moft violent rage, and by degrees
drive him to madnefs and death. This is the
outline of the fable.

I searL confine myfelf at prefent to confider
fingly the judgment and art of the poet, in de=~
{eribing the origin and progrefs of the diftra&ion.
of LEAR ; in which, I think, he has fucceeded
better than any other writer ; even than Euri-
ripes himfelf, whom Loncinus fo highly com-.
mends for his reprefentation of the madnefs of
ORESTES.

It-is well contrived, that the firft-affront that
is offered LEAR, thould be a propofal from.
GoNERILL, his eldeft daughter, to leflen the
number of his knights, which muft needs affect
and irritate a perfon {o jealous of his rank and-the
zefpect due to it.. He is at firft aftonifhed at the
complicated impudenceand ingratitude of this de~
fign ; but quickly kindles into rage, and refolves
to depart inftantly :

——— Darknefs and devils !

Saddle my horfes, call my train together—

Degen’rztz baftard | I’ll not trouble thee,—

‘This is followed by a fevere refle@ion upon his
own folly for refigning hxs crown; and a folemn
invocation:
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invocation to NATURE, to heap the moft hor~
rible curfes on the head of GoNERILL, that her
own offépring may prove equally cruel and un-
natural ;

that fhe may feel,
How fharper than a ferpent’s tooth it is,
To have a thanklefs child | —nv0-J

WueN ALBaNy demands the caufe of thig
paflion, LeaRr anfwers, ¢ T’ll tell thee I’” but
immediately cries out to GONERILL,

Life and death ! T am afhamed,
That thou haft power tofhake my manhood thus,
Blafts and fogs upon thee !

Th’ untented woundings of a father’s curfe
Pierce every fenfe about thee !

He ftops a little and refleéls :

Ha! is it come to this?
Let it be fo! I have another daughter,
Who, I am fure, is kind and comfortable.
‘W hen fhe fhall hear this of thee, with her nails
She’ll flea thy wolfith vifage

He was, however, miftaken ; for the firft obje&t
he encounters in the caftle of the Earl of Glou-
cefter, whither he fled to meet his other daughter,
was his fervant in the ftocks; from whence he

may
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may eafily conje€ture what reception he is to
meet with :

Death on my ftate | Wherefore
Should he fit here ?

He adds immediately afterwards,
O me, my heart! my rifing heart |—but down.

By which fingle line the inexpreflible anguith of
his mind, and the dreadful conflit of oppofite
paflions with which it is agitated, are more forci-
bly exprefled, than by the long and laboured
fpeech, enumerating the caufes of his anguifh,.
that RowE and other modern tragic writers
would certainly have put into his mouth. But
NATURE, SOPHOCLES, and SHAKESPEARE, re~
prefent the feelings of the heart in a different
manner ; by a broken hint, a fhort exclamanon,
4 word, or a look :

They mingle not, ’miii deep-felt fighs and
groans,
Defcriptions gay, or quaint comparifons,
No flowery far- fetchd thoughts their fcenes
admit 3
11! fuits conceit with paffion, woe with wit.
Here paffion prompts each fhort, expteflive
. fpeech;
Or filence paints what words can never reach.,
J.w.
‘When
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When JocasTa, in SopnocrEs, has difcovered
that CEp1PUs was the murderer of her hufband,:
the immediately leaves the ftage ; but in Cor~
NEILLE and DRYDEN fhe continues on it during
a whole fcene, to bewail her deftiny in fet
fpecches. 1 fhould be guilty of infenfibility and
injuftice, if I did not take this occafion to ac-
knowledge, that I have been more moved and
delighted, by hearing this fingle line fpoken by
the only aflor of the age who underftands and
relithes thefe little touches of nature,. and there-
fore the only one qualified to perfonate this moft
difficult chara&ter of LEar, than by the moft.
pompous declaimer of the moft pompous fpeeches.
in CaTo or TAMERLANE.

In the next fcene, the old king appears in a
very diftrefsful fituation, He informs REcanw,
whom he believes to be fill a&uated by filia}
tendernefs, of the cruelties he had fuffered from
her fifter GONERILL in very pathetic terms :

Beloved Regan,

Thy fifter’s naught—O Regan ! fhe hath tied
Sharp tooth’d unkindnefs, like a vulture, here,
I'fcarce can fpeak to thee—thou’lt not believe,
With how deprav’d a quality—O Regan!

It is a ftroke of wonderful art in the poet to re-
prefent him incapable of fpecifying the particular
ill ufage he has reccived, and breaking off thus

abruptly,
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abruptly, as if his voice was choaked by tender-
nefs and refentment.

WaEN REGAN counfels him to afk her ﬁﬁer
forgivenefs, he falls on his knees with a very
ftriking kind of irony, and afks her how fuch
fupplicating language as this becometh him :

. Dear daughter, T confefs that F am old ;
Age is unnecefTary : on my knees I beg,
"That you'll vouchfafe me raiment, bed, and
food.

But being again exhorted to fue for reconciliation,
the advice wounds him to the quick, and forces.
him into execrations againft GONERILLywhich,
though they chill the foul with hotror, are yet.
well ﬂmed to the’ lmpetuoﬂty of his temper .

She hath abated me of half my train ;

Look’d black upon me; firuck me ‘with her
tongue,

Moft ferpentlike, upon the very hearte——

All the ftor’d vengeances of heaven fall

Onberungrateful top ! Strike her young bones,,

Ye taking airs, with lamenefs !

Yenimblelightnings,dart yourblinding flames

Into her fcornful eyes !

The wretched king, little imagining that he is ta

be outcaft from REGAN alfo, adds very mov-~

ingly 3 ‘
’Tis
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————T'is not in thee

To grudge my pleafures, to cut off my train,
To bandy hafty words, to fcant my fizes,.—
—————Thou better know’ft '

T he offices of nature, bond of childhood ——
‘Thy half o’th’ kingdom thou haft not forgot,
Wherein I thee endow’d ——__

That the hopes he had conceived of tender ufage
from Recan thould be deceived, heightens his
diftrefs to a great degree.  Yet it is fl] aggra-
vated and increafed, by the fudden appearance of
GONERILL ; upon the unexpected fight of whom
he exclaims,

Who comes here ? O heavens !

If you do love old men, if your fweet fway

Allow obedience, if yourfelves are old,

Make it your caufe; fend down and take my
part !

This addrefs is furely pathetic beyond exprefiion
itis fearce enough to fpeak of it in the cold terms
of criticifm.  There follows a queftion to Go-
NERILL, that I have never read without tears :

Ar’t not atham’d to look upon this beard ?

ThH1s fcene abounds with many noble turns of
paffion; orrather confli@®s of very different paf.
fions, ‘The inhuman daughters urge him in vain,

by
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by all the fophiftical and unfilial arguments they
were miftrefles of, to diminith the number of his
train, He anfwers them by only four poignant
words :

I gave you all !

WHEN REGAN at laft confents to receive him,
but without any attendants, for that he might be
ferved by her own domeftics, he can no longer
contain his difappointment and rage. "Firft he
appeals to the heavens, and points out to them a
fpectacle that is indeed inimitably.affecting 3

You fee me here, ye Gods ! a poor old man,
As full of grief as age, wretched in both:
If it be you that ftir thefe daughters hearts
Againft.their father, fool me not fo much
To-bear it:tamely !

Then fuddenly he addreffes GoNERILL and RE-
GAN in the fevereft terms and with the bittereft
threats :

No, you unnatural hags !

I will have fuch revenges on you both—

That all the world fhall—I will do fuch
things——

‘What they are yet, I know not—

NoTHING occurs to his mind fevere enough
for them to fuffer, or him to inflict, His paffion

rifes
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rifes to a height that deprives him of articulation,
He tells them that he will fubdue his forrow, .
though almoft irrefiftible ; and that they fhall’
not triumph over his weaknefs :

——You think I’l] weep !

No! Pllnot weep ; 1 have full caufe of weep-

ing ;
But thisheart fhall break in toa thoufand flaws,
Or ecx I’Il weep !

He concludes,
O fool—I fhall go mad | ——
which is an artfyl anticipation, thag judicioufly

Prepares us for the dreadful event that is to fol«
low in the fucceeding acls,

Z

Nuwns,
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NuMB. 114, SATURDAY, December 8, 17532

Sperat infeftis, metuit fecundus,
Alteram fortem bene preparatum
Pettus. Hogr.

‘Whoe’er enjoys th’ untroubled breaft,
‘With VIRTUE’s tranquil wifdom bleft;
With hope the gloomy hour can cheer,
And temper happinefs with fear,
Francis.

X LMET, the Dervife, who watched the

facred lamp in the fepulchre of the Pro-
PHET, as he one day rofe up from the devotions
of the morning, which he had performed at the
gate of the temple with his body turned towards
the eaft and his forehead on the earth, faw before
him a man in fplendid apparel attended by a long
retinue, who gazed ftedfaftly at him with a look
of mournful complacence, and feemed defirous.
to fpeak, but unwilling to offend.

TuE DERVISE, after a fhort filence, advanced,
and fzluting him with the calm dignity which
independence confers upon humility, requefted.
that he would reveal his purpofe.

€ ALMET,” faid the ftranger, ¢ thou feeft be-
¢ fore thee a man, whom the hand of profperity
¢ has overwhelmed with wretchednefs, What-

 cver



The Book of Nature is before thee;
confider it and be Wife,

Publif'd according to Act of Parliament J-‘n.xh775by’::€1deu.s(r:md.
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<% ever I once defired as the means of happine}'s,
I now poffefs; but I am not yet happy, and
¢¢ therefore 'T defpair. T regret the lapfe of
¢¢ time, becaufe it glides away without enjoy-
““ ment; and as I expe@t nothing in the future
“¢ but the vanities of the paft, I do not wifh that
¢¢ the future fhould arrive.  Yet I tremble left it
“¢ fhould be cut off ; and my heart finks when I
“¢ anticipate the moment, in which cternity fhall
¢ clofe over the vacuity of my life like the fea
¢ upon the path of a thip, and leave no traces of
“¢ my exiftence more durable than the furrow
¢ which remains after the waves have united.
“If in the treafures of thy wifdom there is any
¢¢ precept to obtain felicity, vouchfafe it to me :
¢ for this purpofe am I come ; a purpofe which
¢¢ yet I feared to reveal, left like all the former
<¢ it thould be difappointed.” ALmET liftened,
with looks of aftonithment and pity, to this
complaint ofa being, in whom reafon was known
to be a pledge of immortality'; but the ferenity
ofhis countenance foon returned ; and ftretching
out his hand towards Heaven, ¢ Stranger,” faid
he, ¢ the knowledge which I have received from
¢¢ the PROPHET, I will communicate to thee.”
As I was {itting one evening at the porch of
the temple penfive and alone, ‘mine eye wan-
dered among the multitude that was fcattered
before me 3 and while I remarked the wearinefs

and

~
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and folicitude which was vifible in every coun-
tenance, I was fuddenly ftruck with a fenfe of
their condition. Woretched mortals, faid I, to
what purpofe are you bufy ! if to produce happi-
nefs, by whom is it enjoyed ? Do the linens
of Egypt, and the filks of Perfia, beftow felicity
on thofe who wear them, equal to the wretch-
ednefs of yonder flaves whom I fec leading the
camels that bring them ! Is the finenefs of the
texture, or the fplendor of the tints, regarded
with delight by thofe to whom cuftom has ren-
dered them familiar ? or can the power of habit
render others infenfible of pain, who live only
to traverfe the defart; a fcene of dreadful uni-
formity, where a barren level is bounded only by
the horizon : where no change of profpe&, or
variety of images, relieves the traveller from a
fenfe of toil and danger, of whirlwinds which
in a moment may bury him in the fand, and
of thirft which the wealthy ha%e given half
their pefleflions to allay ? Do thofe on whom
hereditary diamonds fparkle with unregarded
luftre, gain from the pofleflion what is loft
by the wretch who fecks them in the mine;
*who lives excluded from the common hounties
of nature ;. to whom even the viciffitude of day
and night is not known ; who fighs in perpetual
darknefs, and whofe life is one mournful alter-
native of infenfibility and labour ? If thofe are nog

7 happy
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happy who poflefs, in proportion as thofe are
wretched who beftow, how vain a dream is the
life of man! and if there is, indeed, fuch dif-
ference in the value of exiftence, how fhall we
acquit of partiality the hand by which this dif-
ference has been made ? :

WHILE my thoughts thus multiplied, and
my heart burned within me, I became fen-
fible of a fudden influence from above. The
ftreets and the crowds of Mecca difappeared ; I
found myfelf fitting on the declivity of a moun-
tain, and perceived at my right hand an angel,
whom I'knew to be AzorAN the minifter of
reproof,  'When I faw him, I was afraid, I
caft mine eye upon the ground, and was about
to deprecate his anger, when he commanded
me to be filent. ¢ ALmET,” faid he, ¢¢ thou
“¢ haft devoted thy life to meditation, that thy
¢ counfel might deliver ignorance from the
¢ mazes of error, and deter preflumption from
¢ the precipice of guilt; but the book of nature
¢¢ thou haft read without underftanding : it is
“'aga'in open before thee : look up, confider jt
‘¢ and be wife.” )

I LooxED up, and beheld an inclofure, beau-
tiful as the gardens of Paradife, but of a fmall
extent. ‘Through the middle, there was a green
walk; at the end, a wild defart ; and beyond,
impenetrable darknefs, The walk was fhaded

with
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with trees of every kind, that were covered at
once with blofloms and fruit; innumerable birds
were finging in the branches ; the grafs was in-
termingled with flowers, which impregnated the
breeze with fragrance, and painted the path with
beauty : on one fide flowed a gentle tranfparent
ftream, which was juft heard to murmur over
the golden fands that fparkled at the bottom ;
and on the other were walks and bowers, foun-
tains, grottoes, and calcades, which diverfified
the fecene with endlefs varicty, but did not con-
ceal the bounds.

WauiLE I was gazing in a tranfport of delight
and wonder on this enchanting fpot, I perceived
a man ftealing along the walk with a thoughtful
and deliberate pace: his eyes were fixed upon
the earth, and his arms crofled on his bofom ;
he fometimes ftarted, as if a fudden pang had
feized him ; his countenance expreffed folicitude
and terror ; he looked round with a figh, and
having gazed a moment on the defart that lay
before him, he feemed as if he wifhed to flop,
but was impelled “forwards by fome invifible
power : his features however fcon fettled again
into a calm melancholy; his eye was again
fixed on the ground ; and he went on, as Lefore,
with apparent reluétance, but without emotion.
1 was ftruck with this appearance ; and turning
haftily to the ANGEL, was about to enquire

% what
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what could produce fuch infélicity in a being,
furrounded with every objeét that could gratify
every fenfe; but he prevented my ‘requeft:
¢ The book of nature,” faid he, “¢is before
¢ thee; look up, confider it, and be wife.” I
looked, and beheld a valley between two moun-
tains that were craggy and barren ; on the path
there was no verdure, and the mountains af-
forded no fhade ; the fun burned in the zenith,
and every fpring was dried  up ; but the valley
terminated in a country that was pleafant and
fertile, thaded with woods, and adorned with
buildings. At a fecond view, I difcovered a
_man in this valley, meagre indeed and naked,
but his countenance was chearful, and his de-
portment active : he kept his eye fixed upon the
country before him, and looked as if he would
have run, but that he was reftrained, as the
other had been impelled, by fome fecret in-
fluence : fometimes, indeed, I perceived a fud-
den expreflion of pain, and fometimes he ftepped
fhort as if his foot was pierced by the afpe-
rities of the way; but the fprightlinefs of his
countenance inftantly returned, and he prefled
forward without appearance of repining or
complaint.

1 TURNED again toward the ANGEL, im-
patient to enquire from what fecret fource happi-
nefs was derived, in a fituation fo different from

Vor. 1V, E that
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that in which-it might have been expected : but
he again prevenzed my requeft: ¢ ALMET,”
faid he, ¢ remember what thou haft feen, and
«¢ Jet this memorial be written upon the tablets
¢¢ of thy heart.. Remember, ALMET, that the
< world in wdich thou art placed is but the road
¢ to another ; and that happinefs depends not
¢ upon the path, but the end : the value of this
¢¢ period of ‘thy exiftence is fixed by hope and
«¢ fear.  "The wretch who wifhed to, linger in
<¢ the garden, who looked round upon its limits
¢ with terror, was deftitute of enjoyment, be-
¢¢_caufe he was deftitute of hope, and was per-
J¢¢ petually tormented by the dread of lofing that
¢¢,which yet he did not enjoy :. the fong: of the
¢¢ birds had been repeated till it was not heard,
¢ and the flowers had fo often recurred that
¢¢ their beauty was not feen ; the river glided by
¢ unnoticed ; and he feared to lift his eye to the
¢¢ profpet, left he fhould behold the wafte that
1¢¢ circumfcribed it. - But he that toiled. through
¢ the valley was happy, becaufe he looked for-
¢¢ ward with hope.  Thus, to the {gjourner
¢¢ upon carth, it is of little moment, whether
¢¢ the path he treads be ftrewed with flowers or
¢¢ with thorns, if he perceives himfelf to ap-
¢ proach thofe regions, in comparifon of which
¢ the thorns and.the flowers of this wildernefs
: ¢ lofe
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% Jofe their diftin@ion, and are both alike im-
¢¢ potent to give pleafure or pain.

¢ WHaT then has ETERNAL WispoMm une-’
¢ qually diftributed ? That which can make
¢ every ftation happy, and without which every
¢ ftation muft be wretched, is acquired by
“ VirTug, and VirRTUE is poflible to all.
¢¢ Remember, ALMET, the vifion which thou
¢« haft feen ; and let my words be written on
<< the tablet of thy heart, that thou may’ft direct
¢¢ the wanderer to happinefs, and juftify GOD
< to men.”

‘WHILE the voice of Azor AN was yet found-

“ing in my ear, the profpect vanithed from before
me, and I found myfelf again fitting at the porch
of the temple. The fun was gone down, the
multitude was retired to reft, and the folemn
quiet of midnight concurred with the refolution
of my doubts to complete the tranquillity of my
mind.

Sucl, my fon, was the vifion which the
ProPHET vouchfafed me, not for my fake only,
but for thine. Thou, halt fought felicity in

_temporal things ; and, therefore, thou art difap-
pointeds  Let not inftrucion be loft upon thee,
as' the feal of MAHOMET in the well of Aris:
but go thy way, let thy flock clothe the naked,
and thy table feed the hungry ; deliver the poor
from oppreflion, and let thy converfation be

E2 ABOVE.
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ABovE. Thus fhalt thou ¢ rejoice in HopE,”
and look forward to the end of life as thc con-
“fummation of thy felicity.

ALMET, in whofe breaft devotion kindled as
he f{pake, returned into the temple, and the
firanger departed in peace.

Nums, 115. TUESDAY, December 11, 1753,

Scribimus indocti doclique. Hor.

All dare to write, who can or cannot read,

HEY who have attentively confidered the
hiftory of mankind, know that every age

has its peculiar charaéter. At one timc, no de-
firc is felt but for military honours ; every fum-
mer affords battles and fieges, and the world is
filled with ravage, bloodfhed, and devaftation :
this fanguinary fury at length fubfides, and na-
tions are divided into- factions, by controverfies
about points that will never be decided. Men
then grow weary of debate and altercation,
and apply themlelves to the arts of profit; trad-
ing companies are formed, manufadtures im-
proved, and navigation extended ; and nothing
is any longer thought on, but the incre.fe and
prefer-
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prefervation of property, the artifices of getting,
money, and the pleafures of fpending it.

THE prefent age, if we confider chiefly the
ftate of our own country, may be ftiled with
great propriety THE AGE oF AUTHORS ; for,
perhaps, there never was a time, in which men
of all degrees of ability, of every kind of edu-
cation, of every profeflion and employment, were
pofting with ardour fo general to the prefs. The
province of writing was formerly left to thofe,
who by ftudy, or appcarance of ftudy, were fup-
pofed to have gained knowledge unattainable by
the buly part of mankind; but in thefe en-
lightencd days, every man is qualified to inftruét
every other man ; and hethat beats the anvil, or
guides the plough, not content with fupplying
corporal neceflities, amufes himfelf in the hours
of leifure with providing intelle¢tual pleafures for
his countrymen.

It may be obferved, that of this, as of other
evils, complaints have been made by every gene-
ration : but though it may, perhaps, be true, that
at all times more have been willing than have
been able to write, yet there is no reafon for
believing, that the dogmatical legions of the pre-

" fent race were ever equalled in number by any
former period 5 for fo widely is fpread theitch of
literary praife, that almoft every man is an au--
thor, either in a& or in purpofe ; has either be—

E 3 flowed
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ftowed his favours on the public, or with-holds
them, that they may be more fealonably offered,
or,made more worthy of acceptance.

In former times, the pen, like the fword was
confidered as configned by nature to the hands of
men; the ladies contented themfelves with' pri-
vate virtues and domeftic excellence ; anda female
writer, like a female warrior, was confidered as a
kind of excentric being, that deviated, however
xlluﬂnouﬂy, from her due {phere of monon, and
was, therefore, rather to be gazed at with ‘won-
der, than countenanced by imitation. Butasthe .
times paft are faid to have been a nation of Ama-
z9ns, who drew the bow and wielded the battle-
axe, formed encampments and walted nations ;
the revolution of years has now produced a gene=
ration of Amazons of the pen, who with the fpirit
of their predeceflors have fet mafculine tyranny
at defiance, afferted their claim to the regions of
fcience, and feem refolved to conteft the ufurpa-
tions: of virility.,

SoMEe, indeed, there are of both fexes, who
are authors only in defire, but have not yet at-
tained the power of’executif)g their. intentions 3
whofe performances have not arrived at bulk
fuflicient to form a volume, or who have not
the confidence, however impatient of namelefs
obfeurity, to folicit openly the afliftance of tne
printer. Among thefe are the innumerable cor-

refpondents
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refpondents of public papers, who are-zlways of-
fering afliftance which no man will receive, and
fuggelting hints that are never taken, and who
complain” l6udly of the perverfencfs and -arro-
gante of authors, lament their infenfibility of
their own intereft, and fill the coffee-houfes with
dark flories of performances by eminent hands,
which have been offered and rejeéted.

" To whit caufe this univerfal eagernefs of
writing can be properly afcribed, T have not yet
been able to difdover. It is faid, ‘that cvery ‘art
is propagated i in proportion to the'rewards con<
ferred upon it ‘a pofition from whicha ftranger
would natu’rally infer, that litetature ‘was now
bleffed’ with patronage far tran{¢énding the ganid
dour or munificence of the Augultine age, that
the réad (o greatnefs was opeu to ‘rorie but aud
thors, and that by writing a!one riches and ho-
nour were to be obtainéd." ™ "

BuT fince it is true, that writers, like other
competitors, are very little difpofed to'favour one
another, it is not fo be expe&ed that at a time,
when every man writes, any man will patronize }
and accordingly, there is not one that Tcdn re-
collelt at prefent, who profeﬂ'es the 163& regar&
for the votaries of fcience, invites 'the. addreﬂ'cs
of learned men, .or feems to hopc ﬂr reputatlon
from any pen but his own.

E 4 THE
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THE caufe, therefore, of this epidemical con-
fpiracy for the deftrution of paper, muft remain
a fecret : nor can I difcover, whether we owe it
to the influences of the conftellations, or the in-~
temperature of feafons : whether the long con-
tinuance of the wind at any fingle point, or in-~
toxicating vapours exhaled from the earth, have
turned our nobles and our peafants, our foldicrs
and traders, our men and women, all into wits,
philofophers, and writers.

I is, indeed, of more importance to fearch
out the cure than the caufe of this intcllectual
malady ; and he would deferve well of his coun=
try, who, inftead of amufing himfelf with con
jectural fpeculations, fhould find means of pere
fuading the peer to infpeét his fteward’s accounts,
or repair the rural manfion of his anceftors, who
could replace the tradefman behind his counter,
and fend back the farmer to the mattock and the
fiail,

GENERAL irregularities are known in time to
remedy themfelves. By the conflitution of an-
cient ZEgypt, the priefthood was continually in-
creafing, till at length there was no people befide
themfelves ; the eftablifhment was then diffolved,
and the number of priefts was reduced and li-
mited. ‘Thus among us, writers will, perhaps,
be multiplicd, till no readers will be found, and

then
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then the ambition of writing muft neceffarily
ceafe,

Bur as it will be long before the cure is thus’
gradually effeGed, and the evil fhould be ftopped,
if it be poflible, before it rifes to fo great 2
height, I could with that both fexes would fix
their thoughts upon fome falutary confiderations,
which might reprefs their ardour for that repu-
tation which not one of many thoufands is fated
to obtain.

LeT it be deeply lmpreﬂ'ed and frequently re-
colle@ed, that he who has not obtained the
proper qualifications of an author, can have no
excufe for the arrogance of writing, but the
power of imparting—to mankind fomething ne-
ceffary to be known. A man uneducated orun-
lettered may fometimes flart a ufeful thought,
or make a lucky difcovery, or obtain by chance
fome fecret of nature, or fome intelligence of
fadls, of which the moft enlightened mind may be
jgnorant, and which it is better to reveal, though
by a rude and unfkilful communication, than to
lofe for ever by fupprefling it.

BuT few will be juftified by this plea; for of
the innumerable books and pamphlets that have
overflowed the nation, fcarce one hzs made any
addition to real knowledge, or contained more
than a tranfpofition of common fentiments and 2
repetition of common phrafes,

Es It
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It will be naturally inquired, when the man
who feels an inclination to write, may venture
to fuppoale himfelf properly qualified ; and, fince
every man is_inclined to think well of ‘his own
intelle&, by what teft he may try his‘abilities,
without hazarding the contempt or refentmmt of
the public.

Tae firft qualification of a writer, is a perfe&t

knowledge of -the fubjec which he undertakes

to treat ; fince we cannot teach what we do not
know, nor. can properly undertake to ihftru&
others while we are ‘ourfelves in want of in-
frudtion. The next requifite is, that he be ma=
fter of the language in which he delivers his fen-
timents 3 if he treats of {cience and demonftra-
tion, that he has attained a ftyle clear, pure, ner-
vous,and expreflive ; if his topics be probable and

perfuafory, that he be able to recommend them

by the fuperaddition, 'of ‘elegance and i imagery,
to difplay the colours of varied dicion, and pour

forth the mufic of modulated periods.
1F it be again enguired, upon what prmcxples
any man fhall conclude that he wants thefe
powers, it may be readily. anfwered, that no end
is attained but by the proper means; he only
can rationally prefume that he underftands a fiib™-
Je& who has read and co*npared the writers
ihat have hitherto difcufled it, familiarized thefr
arguments to himfelf by long meditacion; “con-
fulted



" Noi 115" THE ADVENTURER, 83

fulted the foundations of different fyﬁems, and
fcparated truth from error by a ngorous exa=
mination. 5

In like manner, he only has a right to fup-
pofe that he can exprefs his’ thoughts, whatever
they are, with perfpicuity or elegance, who has
carcfully perufed the beft authorsy accurately:
noted their diverfities of ftyle, diligently felected
the beft modes of diction, and familiarized thenn
by long habits of attentive pradtice,

No man is a rhetorician or plulofophcr by
chance. He who knows that he undertakes to.
write on queftions which, he has never ﬂ’Ldled
may without hefitation determine, that he is
about to wafte his own tiine and that of his.
reader, and expofe him({elf to the derifion of thofe
whom he afpires to inftrudt :: he. that withgut
forming his (fyl,e by the;ftudy of the beit medels,
haftens to obtrude his compofitions on the public,
may be certain,. that whatever bope or flattery
may fuggelt, he thall fhock the learned ear with.
barbarifins, and. contribute, wherever his work
{hall be received, to the depravation-of tafle ancL
the carruption of language.,

¢ " 3

g Ry ctrerd
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NuwMs. 116, SATURDAY, December 155 1753+

Ffluat ingens

T in-corde pudor, mixtoque infania luli,

Lt furiis agitatus amory & confecia virtus.
Vire.

Rage boiling from the bottom of his breaft,
And forrow mix’d with fhame his foul oppreft ;
And confcious worth lay labring in his
thought ;
And love by jealoufy to madne(s wrought.
: DrybpeN,

HUNDER and a ghoft have been fre-
quently introduced into tragedy by barren
and mechanical play-wrights, as proper objects
to imprefs terror and aftonifhment, where the di-
{trefs has not been important enough to render it
probable that nature would interpofe for the fake
of the fufferers, and where thefe obje&ts themfelves
have not been fupported by fuitable fentiments,
Thunder has, however, been made ufe of with
greatjudgmentand goodeffe@ bySHAKESPEARE,
to heighten and imprefs the diftreffes of LEAR,
‘THE venerable and wretched old king is
driven out by both his daughters, without ne-
ceflarics and without attendants, notonly in the
night,

8



No.116. THE ADVENTURER; s

night, but in the midft of 2 moft dreadful ftorm,
and on a bleak and barren heath. On his firft ap-
pearance in this fituation, he draws an artful and
pathetic comparifon betwixt the feverity of the
tempeft and of his daughters :

Rumble thy belly fult} fpit, fire! fpout, rain?
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daugh-
ters.

I tax not you, ye elements, with unkindnefs ;

I never gave you kingdom, called you children 5
You owe me no fubfcription. T'hen let fall
Yourhorrible pleafure. Herel ftand your flave;
A poor, infirm, weak, and defpis’d old man !

‘THE ftorm continuing with equal violence,
he drops for a moment the confideration of his
own miferies, and takes occafion to moralize on
the terrors which fuch commotions of nature
{hould raife in the breaft of fecret and unpunithed
villainy :

Tremble thou wretch,
That haft within thee undivulged crimes
Unwhipt of juftice ! Hide thee, thou bloody
hand ;
Thou perjur’d, and thou fimilar of virtue
That art inceftuous |—
—Clofe pent-up guilts
Rive your concealing continents, and cry
+ Thefe dreadful fummoners grace {—
He

.
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He adds; vmh 'referérice to his own cafe,

Iama man
More fmn’d againft, than finning.

KenT moft earne'ﬁly intreats him o enter a
Rovel which he had difcovered 6n the héath ; and
on prefling him again and again to take fhelter
there, LEAR exclaims,

(]

Wilt bregl; _;'ny heart {

Mach is contained in thefe four words; as if he
had faid, ¢ the kindnefs-and the gratntude of this
¢ fervant excecds that of my owr childrén. < T'ho’
< I have given them a kingdom, yet have they
¢ bafely difcardéd me, and fufiered a head fo old
<< apd white as mine to be expofed to this terrible
¢ tempeft, while this fellow pities and would
¢ prote€t me from its rage. 1 cannot bear this
¢ kindnefs from a perfect ftranger; it bre1ks
¢ my heart,” All this feems to be included in
that fhort exclamation, which “another writer,
lefs acquainted with nature, would have difplayed
at large: fucha fuppfémon of fentiments plainly
implied, is judicious and afﬁ&mg The reflec-
tions that follow are drawn likewife fram an' in~
timate knowledge of man 7

‘When the mind’s free, 2o
The body’s delicate: the tempeft in my mind
Doth
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Doth from my fendes ake all féelmg elfe;—
Save what beats therg ~—27) ST

Here the remembrance of his daughters behaviour
rufhes upon him, and he exclaims, full of the idea
of its unparalleled cruelty,

-~ Filial 'ingratitude
Is it not, as’ this mouth fhould tear this hand
For lifting food to it! '

He then chanaes hIS ﬁyle, :md vows with impo~

he had refigned, to revenge himfelf on his op~
preﬂ'ors, and to fteel his breaft with fortltude 3

——But I'll punifh home.
* No, I will weep no more!

But the fenfe of his fufferings returns again, and
he foroets the refolunon he had formed the mo-
ment before :

"In fuch 2 night,
To thut me out ?—Pour on, I will endure-—
In fuch a night as this ?

‘Af which, with 2 beautiful apoftrophe, he fiid-
‘denly addréefles ‘himfelf 'to his abfent daughters,
‘tenderly reminding themvof the favours he had
fo lately and fo liberally conferred upon them =

: —0Q
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~——0 Regan, Gonerill,

Your old kind father ; whofe frank heart gave
all!

O that way madnefs lies ; let me fhun that s

No more of that !

The turns of paflion in thefe few lines are fo
quick and fo various, that I thought they merited
to be minutely pointed out by a kind of perpe-
tual commentary.

THE mind is never fo fenfibly difpofed to pity
the misfortunes of others, as when it is itfelf fub-~
dued and foftened by calamity. ~Adverfity dif-
fufes a kind of facred calm over the breaft, that is
the parentof thoughtfulnefs and meditation. The
following refletions of LEAR in his next fpeech,
when his paflion has fubfided for a fhort interval,
are equally proper and ftriking :

Poor naked wretches, wherefoe’er ye are,

That bide the pelting of this pitylefs ftorm !

How fhall your houfelefs heads, and unfed fides,

Your loop’d and window’d raggednefs, defend
you

From feafons fuch as thefe !

2

He concludes with a fentiment finely fuited to
his condition, and worthy to be written in-cha~
ra&ters of gold in the clofet of every monarch
upon earth ;

O!
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O! I have ta’en :
Toolittle care of this. 'Take phyfic, pomp !
Expofe thyfelf to feel what wretches feel ;
That thou may’ft fhake the fuperflux to them,
And fhew the Heav’ns more juft | ——

Lear being at laft perfuaded to take fhelter
in the hovel, the poet has artfully contrived to
lodge there EDGAR, the difcarded fon of GLou-
CESTER, who counterfeits the charaller and habit
of a mad beggar, haunted by an evil demon, and
whofe fuppoled fufferings are enumerated with an
inimitable wildnefs of fancy ; ¢ Whom the foul
¢¢ fiend hath led thro’ fire, and thro’ flame, thro’
¢¢ ford and whirlpool, o’er bog and quagmire ;'
<¢ that hath laid knives under his pillow, and
¢¢ halters in his pew; fet ratfbane by his porridge;
¢ made him proud of heart, to ride on a bay
¢¢ trotting horfe over four inch’d bridges, to
¢¢ courfe his own fhadow for a traitor.,——Blefs
¢¢ thy five wits, Tom’s a cold !” The aflumed
madnefs of EDGAR, and the real diftra&tion of
LEeaRr, form a judicious contrait.

Uron perceiving the nakednefs and wretched-
nefs of this figure, the poor king afks a queftion
that I never could read without ftrong emotions
of pity and admiration :

What !
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What! have his daughters brought him to this
pafs?

Couldft thou fave nothing ? Didft thou give
them all ?

And when KenT affures him, that the beggar
hath no daughters ; he haftily anfwers ;

Death, traitor, nothing could have fubdued
nature ; ¥
To fuch a lownefs, but his unkind daughters.

Afterwards, upon:the calm contemplation of the
mifery of EDGAR; he breaks outinto the follow-
ing ferious and pathetic reflé&ion ¢ Thou wert:
¢ better in thy grave, than to anfwer with: thy
“ uncovered body this extremity of the fkies,
¢¢.Is man na'more than this?. Confider him:welk
¢ Thou ow’t the worm no. filk; the beaft no
< hide, thé theep no,wool, the cat no perfume,
¢ Ha! here’s three of us are fophifticated.” Thow
¢ art the thing itfelf: unaccomimodated man i
¢ no- more than fuch'a ‘poor, bare, forked anis
¢ mal as thou.art. . OfF, off; iyou: Jendings {

< Come, unbutton here. d
SHAKESPEARE has np where: exthibited more
inimitable fkrokes of his att, than in this uncom-
mon fcene ; where he has fowell conduéted eyen
the natural jargon of the beggar, and theJeﬁmgs
of the fool, which in other hands muft have funk
into
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into burlefque, that they contribute to heighten
the pathetic to a very high degree.

Tt heart of LEAR havmg been agitated and
torn by a conflict of fuch_oppofite. and. tumul-.
tous paflions, it is not wonderful that his
<< wits thould now begin to unfettle.” The ﬁrﬁ:
plain indication of t-he lofs of his reafon, is his
calling EDGAR a ¢ learned Theban ;” and tell-
ing KeNT, that ¢ he will keep ftill with his
«¢ philofopher.” When he next appears, he ima-
gmes he is punithing his dawrhters. The ima-
geby is extremely ﬁtong, and ghxlls one with hor-
ror to read it 2

To have a thoufand with red burning fpits
Come hizzing in upon them!——

As the fancies of lunatics have an' éxtraordi-
nary force and livelinefs, and render the objects
of their frenzy as it were prefent to their eyes,
Lear aQually thinks himfelf fuddenly reftored
to his kingdom, and feated in judgment to try
his daughters for their cruelties :

T’ll fee their trial firft 5 bring in the evidence.
"T'hou robed man ofJuﬂlce take thy place ;
And thou, his yoke-fe]low of equity,
Bench by hjs fide. Youare of thé commiffion,
. Sit you top.. Arraign he: firft, *tis GONE-
RILL

And
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And here’s another, whofe warpt looks pro-
claim
What flore her heart is made of.——

Here he imagines that REGAN efcapes out of his
hands, and he eagerly exclaims,

——Stop her there,
Arms, arms, fword, fire—Corruption in the
place! _
Falfe jufticer, why haft thou let her *fcape

A circumsTANCE follows that is ftrangely
moving indeed : for he fancies that his favourite:
domeftic creatures, that ufed to fawn upon and
carefs him, and of which he was eminently fond,
have now their tempers changed, and join to
infult him . ‘ -

——The little dogs and all,
Tray, Blanch,and Sweetheart, fec | they bark
at me.

He again refumes’ his imaginary power, and
orders them to anatomize REGAN; ¢ Sce what
¢¢‘breeds about her heart—Is there any caufe in
¢¢ nature that makes thefc hard hearts! You,
¢¢ Sir,” fpeaking to EDGAR, ¢ I entertain for
¢ one of my HUNDRED ;” a circumftance moft
artfully introduced to remind us of the firft affront

he
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he received, and to fix our thoughts on the caufes
of his diftraétion.

GENERAL criticifm is on all fubjets ufelefs
and unentertaining ; but is more than commonly
abfurd with refpet to SHAKESPEARE, who muft
be accompanied ftep by flep, and fcene by fcene,
in his gradual developements of charaéters and
paffions, and whofe finer features muit be fingly
pointed out, if we would do complete juftice to
his genuine beauties. It would have been eafy
to have declared, in general terms, ¢ that the
¢ madnefs of LEAR was very natural and pa-
¢¢ thetic;”” and the reader might then have ef-
caped, what he may, perhaps, call a multitude
of well-known quotations: but then it had been
impoflible to exhibit a perfe&t pi¢ture of the fecret
workings and changes of LEAR’s mind, which
vary in each fucceeding paflage, and which ren-
der an allegation of each particular fentiment
abfolutely neceflagy.

VA

Nums.
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Nums. 117. TUESDAY, December 18, 1753.

Neguicquam patrias tentdft: lubricus artes. VIRG.

Caught in the train whxch thou thyfelf haft laid.
DRrRYDEN,

To the ADVENTURER.

SIR,

WILL not anticipate the fubject of this let-

ter, by relating the motivés from which I
have written it ; nor fhall I expe it to be pub-
lifhed, if, when you have read it, you do not
think that:it contains more than one topic of
inftru&ion:

M migher:has becn:dead fo long that I do
not remember her; and when I was in my
eighteenth year, I was left an orphan with a for-
tune of twenty thoufand pounds at my own dif-
pofal. I have been often told, that I am hand-
fome ; and 1 have fome reafons to belicve it to be
true, which are very far from gratifying my va-
nity or conferring happinefs.

I was foon addrefled by many lovers, from
among whom I felefted HirLario, the elder
brother of a good family, whole paternal eftate
was fomething more than equivalent to my for-
tune. oa i

HivLario
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HiLar1o was univerfally admired as a man of
fenfe; and to confefs the truth, not,much lefs as
a man of pleafure. His charaler appeared to
rife in p;oportion as jt was thought to endanger
thofe about him; he derived new dignity, not
only from the filence of the men, but the bluthes
of the ladies ; and thofe, whofe wit or virtue
did not fuffer by the admiflion of fuch a gueft,
were honoured as perfons who could treat upon
equal terms with a hero, who was become for-
midable by the number of his conquefts: his
company, therefore, was courted by all whom
their fears did not reftrain; the reft confidered
him as moving in a fphere above them, and, in
proportion as they were able to imitate him,
they became vicious and petulant in their own
circle, :

I was myfelf captivated with his manner and
converfation ; I hoped thatupon UNDERSTAND-
1NG I fhould be able to engraft VIRTUE ; I was
rather encouraged than cautioned by my friends ;
and after a few momhs courtfhip I became hlS
wife.

During'a fhort time all my expe&ations
were gratified, and 1 exulted in my choice,
Hivar1o was at once tender and polite ; prefent
pleaflures were heightened by the anticipation of
future ; my imagination was perpetually wander-
ing among the (cenes of poetry and romance ; I

. ¢ appropriated
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appropriated cvery Juxurious defcription of happy
lovers; and believed, that whatever time thould
take from ‘defire, would be added to compla-~
cency ; and that in old age we fhould only ex-
change the tumultuous ecftafy of love, for the
calm rational and exalted delights of friendfhip,
which every year would increafe by new recipro-
cations of kindnefs, more tried fidelity, and im~
plicit confidence.

Bur from this pleafing dream it was not long
before I awaked. Although it was the whole
ftudy of my life to unite my pleafures with thofe
of HiLARI0, to regulate my conduc by his will,
and thus prolong the felicity which was reflected
from his bofom to mine ; yet his vifits abroad in
which I was not a party became more frequent,
and his general behaviour lefs kind. I perceived
that when we were alone his mind was often ab-
fent, and that my prattle became irkfome : my
affiduities to recover his attention, and excite
him to cheerfulnefs, were fomectimes fuffered
with a cold civility, fometimes wholly negleCted,
and fometimes peevifhly reprefled as ill-timed
officioufnefs, by which he was rather difturbed
than obliged. I was, indeed, at length con-
vinced, with whatever relu&ance, that ngither
my perfon nor my mind had any charm that
could fland in competition with variety ; and
though, as 1 remember, I never even with my

looks
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looks upbraided him, yet I frequently lamented
myfelf; and fpent thofe hours in which T was for=
feken by HrLar1o in folitude and tears.'

Bur my diftrefs ftill increafed, and one injury
made way for another, HILARIO, almoft as
foon as he ceafed to be kind, became jealous; he
knew that difappointed wifhies, and the refent-
ment  which < they produce, concur to render
beauty lefs folicitous to avoid tembtation; and
lefs able to refift it; and as I did not complain
of that which he knew I could not but difeover,
he thought he had greater reafon to fufpe& that
' made: reprifals: thus his fagacity multiplied
his vices, andmy virtuc-defeated ‘its own pur-~
pofe,

SomE maxims, however, which Thad gathered
from novels and plays, were ftill uppermoft in
my mind. ' I refle@ed often upon the arts of
AMANDA, andl the perfevering tendernefs-and
difcretion o‘"LADY Fasy; and I’ beheVeu as I
had bead'taughtiby the fequel of every &rv, that
they could not-be pra&ifed without fuccefs; but
anainft fordid ftupidity and obdurate ill-nature ; 5
hoainﬂ the BRUTEs and ‘the SurLEns, whom,
on the contrary, it'was (darce a crime to punifh,
by’ admmng a rake of' parts to p]w{ures of which
thcy were unworthy Y

Fronar fiuchmaxims; and fuch exqmplce I
4he&efore derived fome hope.' I withed earneftly

VOL 1V. P to
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to dete& HiLaRrIO in his infidelity ; that in the
moment of conviction I might roufe his fenfi-
‘bility of my wrongs, and exalt his opinion of my
merit; that I might cover him with confufion,
.melt him with tendernefs, and double his obli-
gations by generofity,

THE opportunity for which I had fo often
wifhed, but never dared to bope, at length ar-
rived. I learned by accident one morning, that
he intended to go in the evening toa mafquerade;
and I immediately conceived a defign to difcover
his drefs, and follow him to the theatre; to
fingle him -out, make fome advances, and if
poflible bring on an affignation, where in the
ardour of his firft addrefs I might ftrike him with
eftonithment by taking off my mafk, reprove
him without reproach, and forgive him without
parade, mingling with the foft diftrefs of violated
affection the calm dignity of injured virtue.

My imagination was fired with thefe images,
which I was impatient to realize. My pride,
which had hitherto fuftained me above complaint,
and thrown a veil of cheerfulnefs over my diftrefs,
would not fuffer me to employ an affiftant in the
project I had undertaken; becaufe this could not
be done without revealing my fufpicions, and
confiding my peace to the breaft of another, by
whofe malice or caprice it might be deftroyed,
and to whom I fhould, therefore, be brought

into
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into the moft flavith fubjection, without infuring-
the fecrecy of which my dependence would be the
price. 1 therefore refolved, at whatever rifque
of difappointment or deteCtion, to trace him to
the warehoufe where his habit was to be hired,
and difcover that which he fhould choofe myfelf.

He had ordered his chariot at eleven: I,
therefore, wrapped myfelf up in an undrefs, and
fate alone in my room till I faw him drive from
the door. I then came down, and as foon as he
had turned into St. James’s Street, which was
not more than twenty yards, I went after him,
and meeting with a hackney-coach at the end of
the ftreet, I got haftily into it, and ordered the
driver to follow the chariot at fome diftance, and
to ftop when it ftopped.

I purLED up both the windowss and after
half an bour fpent in the moft tormenting fuf-
penfe and anxiety, it flopped at the end of
Taviftock Street, I looked haftily out of the
window, hiding my face with my handkerchief,
and faw Hrrar1o alight at the diftance of about
forty yards, and go into a warchoufe of which
I could eafily diftinguith the fign. I waited till
he came out, and as foon as the chariot was
out of fight, I difcharged the coach, and going
immediately to the warehoufe that HiLARTO had
Jeft,.I pretended to want a habit for myfelf, I
faw many lying upon the counter, which I fup-

Fa poled
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poflcd had been brought out for Hir ar10’s choice;
about thefe, therefore, I was very inquifitive,
and took particular notice of a very rich Turkith
grefs, which one of the fervants took up to put
away. When I faw he was about to remove it,
I afked haftily whether it was hired, and learned -
with unfpeakable fatisfaion, that it had been
«chofen by the gentleman who was juft gone.
“Lhys far' ] fucceeded to the utmoft of my hopes,
mot only by difcovering HiLAR10’s drefs, but by
his choice of one fo very remarkable; for if he
had chofen a domino, my fcheme would have
been rendered: impra&icable, becaufe in a do-
mino I could not certainly have diftinguifhed
him from others.

As T had now gained the intelligence I wanted,
1.was impatient to leave the thop; which it was
not difficult to do, as it was juft filled with ladies
from twao coaches, and the people were in a hurry

" to accommodate them. My drefs did not at-
tract much notice, nor promife much advantage;
1 was, therefore, willingly fuffered to depart, upon
flightly leaving word that I would call again.

WaeN I got into the fireet, I confidered that
it would not have been prudent to have hired a
habit, where HirArRio weuld either come to
drefs, or fend for that which he had hired for
himfelf: I, therefore, took another coach at the
end of Southampton Street, and went to a fhop

near
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near the Hay-market, where I had ‘before pur-
chafed a capuchin and fome other trifles, and:
where I knew habits were to be hired, though
not in fo public 2 munner as at other places.

I now returned home ; and fuch was the joy
and expedation which my fuccefs infpired, that
T had forgot 1 had fuccecded only in an anempf,,
for which I «could find neither motive nor apo-
logy but in my wretchednefs..

DURING the interval between my return and:
the time when the doors of the theatre were to
be opened, I fuffered the utmoft inquietude and:
impatience. I looked every moment at my
watch, could fcarce believe that it did not by
fome accident go too flow, and was continually:
liftening to difcover whether it had not ftopped’:
but the lingering hour at length arrived ; and.
though I was among the firft that entered, yet it.
was not long before I fingled out my vi&tim, and:
found means to attraét his.regard.

I nap, when I was at fchool, learned a way
of exprefling the alphabet with-my fingers, which
I have fince difcovered to be more generally
known than at that time I imagined, Hirario,
during his courtthip, had once obferved me ufing.
it to a lady who had been my fchool-fellow, and
would never let me reft till I had taught it him.
In this manner I faw my Turk converfing with a
NunN, from whom he fuddenly turned with an ap~-

. otk | pearance:
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pearance of vexation and difappointment. I
thought this a favourable opportunity to accofk
him ; and, therefore, as he paffed by me, I pull=
ed him gently by the fleeve,. and fpelt with my
fingers the words, ¢ I underftand.” At firft I
was afraid of being difcovered by thewing myart;
but I refleCted, that it would effeCtually fecure me
from being difcovered by my voice, which I con-
fidered as the more formidable danger. I per-
ceived that he was greatly pleafed ; and after a
very fhort converfation, which he feemed to
make a point of continuing in the manner I had
begun, an affignation was made, in confequence
of which we proceeded in chairs to a bagnio near
Covent-Garden. During this journey my mind
was in great agitation; and it is difficult to deter~
mine whether pleafure or pain was predominant.
1 did not, iowever, fail to anticipate my triumph
in the confufion of HiLARIO ; I conceived the
manner and the terms in which I would addrefs
bim, and exult in the fuperiority which I fhould.
acquire by this oppofition of his chara&er to:
wine. ‘

NuMms.
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Nums, 118. SATURDAY; December 22, 1753

— Animorum.

o

Iinpulfuy et cecd magnaque cupidine duéti.  JUVe
By blind impulfe of eager paffion driv’n.

‘[_ E was ready to receive me when my chaie
o was brought into the entry, and giving
me his hand led me haftily up ftairs. As foon.
as we entered the room he fhut the door, and,
taking off his mafk, run to.me with the utmoft-
impatience to take off mine. This was the im--
portant moment ; but at this moment I difcover-
ed, with inexpreffible aftonifbment and terror,.
that the perfon with whom I was alone in a.
brothel, was not HiLar1o, but CAPRINUS, 2.
wretch whom I well remembered to have feen.
among the rakes that he frequently brought te.
his table.

A this fight, fo unexpeed and fo dreadful, I.
thrieked aloud, and threw myfelf from him into-
an eafy chair that ftood by the bedfide. Capri-
NUs, probably believing I had fainted, haftily
tore away my mafk to give me air. At the firft
view of my face, he ftarted back, and gazed at
me with the fame wonder that had fixed my
eyes upon him. DBut our amazement was the
next.moment increafed 3 for HiLARI0, who had

F 4 fucceeded



1

g04 THE ADVENTURER, No.n8,

fucceeded in his intrigue, with whatever lady,
happened- to be in the next room, and eithér
alarmed by the voice of diftrefs, or knowing
it to be mine, rufhed in at the door which flew
open before him ; but, at the next flep, ftood
fixed in the fame ftupor of aftonithment which
had feized us. After a moment’s recolletion, he
Came up'to me, and, dragging me to the cand]e,
gazed ftedfaftly in my face with a look fo fright-
ful as never to be forgotten; it was thepale coun-
terfiance of rage, which contempt had diftorted
with a fmile ; hislips quivered, and he told me,
in a voice fecaree articulate, that ¢ though I
“ niight well be frighted at having ftumbled
¢ upon an acquaintance whom I doubted whe-’
« ther T conld truft, yet T hould nothave feream<'
¢ ed fo Joud.” = After this infult, he quitted me
with as much negligenice as he' could affume
#nd bowing obfequioufly to CarrINuUs, told him,
¢ he would leave me to his care.” CaPrinus
bad not fufficient prefence of mind to reply;
vor had T power to make any attempt, cither to:
pacify or retain Hirar1o. :
WrEN he was gone I burft into tears, but
was {till unable to fpeak.’ From this agohy CA=
PRINUS laboured to rélicve me ; and 1 began (o’
hope, that hefincerely participated my drﬁrefs o
CarriNus, however, foon appeared to be chief-
Jy folicitous to improve whar, with refpe& to.
himfelf,
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himfelf,. he began to think a fortunate miftake..
He had no conception, that [ intended an aflig--
nation with my hufband ; but believed;.like Hi~
LAR10, that I had miftaken the perfon for whom.
my favours were intended : while he lamented:
My 'diftrefs and difappointment,  therefore, he:
prefled my hand with great ardor, wifhed that he:
had been thought worthy of my. confidence and-
my love 5 and to facilitate his defign upon the:
wife of his friend, declared himfelf a man of ho--
nour, and that he would maintain the charaller-
at the hazard of his life.

‘To fuch an addrefls in fuch circumftances,,
what could I reply ? Grief had difarmed my re-
fentment, and the pride of fufpected virtue had
forfaken me.. I exprefled myfelf, not in re-
proaches but complaints ; and 2bruptly difcnga~-
ging myfelf from him,.I adjured him to tcll me,,
¢¢ how he had procured his habit, and whether it
¢¢ had not been hired by Hirario !’ He feemed
to be ftruck with: the queftion, and the manner-
in which I wrged it: ¢ hired.it,” faid- he,,
¢ myfelf, at a warchoufe in Taviftock Street ;.
$¢ but when I came to demand it, I was told it.
¢ had been the fubjeét of much confuficn and:
¢¢ difpute. When I made my agreement, the
¢ malter wasablent ; and the fervant neglecting .
¢ to acquaint him with it atbis return, he af--
¢“terwards, in the abfence of the fervant,.made:
B ¢ thec

bS
-
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< the fame agreement with another ; but Tknow
¢ not with whom ; and it was with great diffi-
< culty that he was brought to-relinquifh his
*¢ claim, after he had been: convinced of tha
“¢ miftake,”

1 now clearly difcovered the fnare in which’Ti
had been taken, and could only lament that it
was impoffible to efcape.  Whether CaPriNUS
Degan to conceive my defign, or whether he was
indeed touched at my diftrefs, which all his at-
tempts to alleviate increafed, I know not; but
he defifted from further proteftations and impor=
aunity, and at my earneft requeft procured me a
ehair, and left me to my fortune.

I Now refleted; with inconceivable-anguifh;
upon the change which a few hours had made in
ay condition. Ihad leftmy houfe in the height
of expeftation, that in 2 few hours I fhould add
o the dignity of an untainted reputation the feli<
«ity of conjugal endearments. I returned difap-
pointed and’ degraded deteGted in all the cirs
cumftances of guilt, to which T had not approache
cd evenin thought; having Ju&lﬁed the jealoufy:
which I fought to remove, and- forfeited the
wfteem which I hoped' to-improve td" veneration,
‘With thefe thoughts T once more entered my
dreffing-room, which was on the fame floor with
my chamber, and in lefs than half an hour 1
keard HiLar1O coms in,

Hsz
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HEe went immediately to, his chamber ; and,
being told that I was in the next room, he locked:
the door, but did not go to bed, for I could
hear him walk backward and forward all the
night. :

* EARLY in the morning I fent a fealed billet to
him by his valet; for I had not made a confi~'
dante, even of my woman : it contained only 2
prefling intreaty to be heard, and a folemn affeve-
ration of my innocence, which I hoped it would.
not be impoflible to prove. He fent me a verbal
anfwer, that I might come to him: to-him,
therefore, I went, not as a judge buta criminal ;
not to accufe him whom I knew to be guilty, but
to juftify myfelf whom I knew to be innocent ;
and, at this moment, I would have given the
world to have been reftored to that ftate, which
the day before I had thought intolerable,

I Founp him in great agitation; which yet he
laboured to conceal. . 1, therefore, hafted to re-
late my proje&t, the. motives from which it was
undertaken, and the means by which it had been
difappointed. He heard me with calmnefs and
attention, till I related the particular of the habit:
this threw him into a new. fit of jealoufy, and
ftarting from his feat, .¢¢ ' What,” faid he, ¢ have -
¢ you paid for this intelligence? Of whom could
¢¢ you learn it, but the wretch with whom I left
$ you ? Did. he. nat, when he found you were :

E 6. ¢t difappointed:i



108 THE ADVENTURER, No. 118

< difappointed ‘of another, folicit for ‘himfelf ¥
Heére he paufed for my reply; and as I could not*
deny the fa&t, I was filent: my inviolable regard
for truth was miftaken for the confufion of guilt,.
and equally prevented my juftification. His paf~
fion returned with yet greater ‘violence, ¢ L
¢ know,” faid'he, ¢¢that CaPrinus related
‘¢ this incident, only:that you might be enabled
, % toimpofe upon mycredulity,and that hemight.
¢ obtain a ' participation of the favours which
¢ you lavithed upon others: but I am not thus
“ to be deceived by the concurrence of accident
‘¢ with cunning, nor reconciled’ to the mfamy
¢ which' you have brought upon ‘my nzme.”
With this injurious reproach.he would have lefé
me ; butI caught hold of him, and intreated that:
he would go with me to the warchoufe, where -
the teftimony of perfons, wholly difinterefted,
mightconvince Him that T'was there immediately
after him, and enquired which drefs he had cho-
fen. ' ‘To this requeft he replied, by afking me,.
in a peremptory torie, ¢ Whether CAPRINUS had
"¢¢ not told me where the habit was hired 7 As
1 was-ftruck with the fuddennefs and the defign
of the queftion, I had not fortitude to confefsa
truth which yét I'difdained to.deny. Hirario
apain triumphed in the fuccefsful detetion of my
artifices ; and told me, with a fneer of infupporta-
able contempt and derifion, that ¢ he, who
“had.
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¢ had fo kindly dire€ted me to find my witnicffes,.
¢ was too able a-folicitor, not to acquaint them.
« what teftimony they were to give.”
ExXPOoSTULATION was fiow at an.end, and I'
difdained to intreat any mercy under ‘the impu=-
tation' of guilt. © All that remained, therefore,.
was ftill to hide my wretchednefs in*my bofom 3
and, if pofitble, to preferve that chara@er abroad,
which I had loft at home. But this T foon found
to be a vain attempt; it was immediately whif--
pered;. asa fecret, that, ‘“HrLar1o, who had
“Jonz fufpe@ed ‘me of a criminal correfpon-
$¢dence, had at length traced me from the'thaf-
¢ querade to a bagnio, and furprized me with a
¢ fellow.” Tt was in vain'for me toattempt ths
recovery of my character by giving another turn to
this report, for the principal faéts I could not denys; .
and thofe who appeared to be moft my friends,.
after they had atténded to what they call nice
diftin&ions and minute circumftances, could:
only fay, that it was a dark affair, and they
hoped T was not fo guilty as was generally be--
lieved. I wasavoided by my female acquaint-
ance as infamous: if I went abroad, I was.
'p'oin't'e’dbut with :iwhffper, and ancd; and if I
ftayed at home § I faw no face but my fervant’s. .
Thofe, whofe levity I had filently cenfured by
declining to prallife It, now revenged themfelves
of the virtue by which they were condemned,
: and
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and thanked GOD they had never yet picked up
fellows, though they were not fo fqueamifh as to’
refufe going to a ball.  But this was not the
worft; every libertine, whofe fortune authorized
the infolence, was now making me offers of
protection in namelefs fcrawls, and feared not to-
folicit. me to adultery; they dared to hope I
thould accept their propofal by.dire&ting to A B,
who declares, like CAPRINUS, that he is a2 man
of honour,, and will not fcruple to run my huf-
band through the body, who now, indeed,
thought himfelf authorized.to treat me with
every fpecies of cruelty but blows, at the fame
time that his. houfe -was a perpetual fcene of
lewdnefs and debauchery.

REITERATED provocation and mfultfoon be-
came intolerable : I therefore applied to a diftant
relation, who fo far interefted himfelf in my be-
half as to.obtairk me 2, feparate maintenance,
with which I retired into the country, and in
this world have no hope but to perpetuate my
obfcurity.

In this obfcurity, however, your paper is
known ; and I have communicated an adven-
ture to the ADVENTURER, not merely to in=
dulge complaint, or gratify curiofity, .but be-
caufe I think it confirms fome principles which
you have before illuftrated,

ThHosx:
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THosewho doubt of a future retribution, may
refle&, that I have been involved in all the mi-
{éries of guilt, except the reproach of confcience
and the fear of hell, by an attempt which was
intended to reclaim another from viee, and ‘ob
tain the reward of my own virtue,

My example may deter others from venturing
to the verge of reitude, and afluming the ap-
pearance of evil. On the other hand, thofe,
who judge of mere appearances without charity,
may remark, that no condut was ever con-
demned with lefs fhew.of injurious feverity, nor
yet with lefs juftice than mine. Whether.my
narrative will be believed indeed I cannot deter-
mine; but where innocence is poflible, it is
dangerous to impute guilt, becaufe ¢¢ with what-
« foever judgment men judge: they fhall be
¢¢judged;” a truth which,.if it was remembered
and believed by all who profefs to receive it upon
DiviNneAuTHORITY,would impofe filence upon
the cenforiousand extort candour from the felfith.
And I hope that the ladies, who read my ftory,
will never hear, but with indignation, that the
underftanding of a LIBERTINE is a pledge of re-
formation ; for his life cannot be known without
ahhorrence, nor fhared without ruin.

;[.am, SIR,.
Your humble fervant,
DEspEMONA.

Numz,



12 THE ADVENTURER. No.11g..

N»UME. 119. TI:IESDAY, December 2.5, 17530

Latius regnes, avidum domands
Spiritum, quam fi Lybiam remotis
Gadibus jungas, et uterque Paenus
Serviat umi. Hogr..

By virtue’s precepts to controul
‘The thirfty cravings of the foul,
s over wider realms to reign
Unc¢nvied monarch, than if Spain:
- You could to diftant Lybia join,
And both the Carthages were thine.
Fraxcis..

HEN SocraTes was afked, ¢ which

¢ of mortal'men was to be accounted

¢ nearelt to the GODS in happinefs #* he an-

fwered, ¢ that man, who is in want of the feweft
¢ things.”

I~ this anfwer, SocrRATES left it to be guefled
by his auditors, whether, by the exemption from
want which was to conftitute happinefs, he
meant ‘amplitude of ' pofleflions or contraltion
of . defire. * ‘And, indeed, there is fo little dif-
ference between ‘them, that’/ALEXANDER the
Gréat confefied the inhabitant of a tub the-next
man to the mafter of the world ; and left a decla--

7 ration
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ration 'to future ages, that if he was not ALEX«
ANDER he thould withto be Di1oGENEs, 1
THEsE two ftates, however, though they re-
femble each other in. their confequence, differ
widely with refpect to the facility with which
they may be attaifitd. |, To make. gieat acquis
fitions-can bappen to very,few ; and {n the un-
certainty of human affairs, to many it will be
incident to labour without reward, and to.lofe
what they already poffefs by endeavours to make
it more ; fome will always want abilities, and
athers, apportunitics to accumulate wealth. It is
therefore happy, that nature has allowed us a’
more certain and eafy road to :plenty 3 every
man ‘may grow rich by contracting his widhes,
and by quiet acquiefcence in what has been given
him fupply the abfence of more. }
2 Yerifo,far is almeft every man from -emu«
lating the happinefs of the Gods, by, any other
means than' grafping at their power; that it
feems to be the great bufinefs of life to create
wants as faft as they are fatisfied. - It has been
long obferved by moralifts, that every man
fquanders or lofes a great part ‘of that life; of
which every man knows:and deplores the thart~
nefs 1 and it may be remarked with equal juft«
nefs, that though every man laments his own
infufficiency to his happinefs, and knows him=
felf a peceflitous and precarious being, inceflantly
foliciting:
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foliciting the aflitance of others, and feeling
wants which his own art or ftrength cannot
fopply; yet there is no.man, who-does not, by
the fuperaddition-of unnatural cares, render him=
felf ftill more dependent ; who dees not create
an artificial poverty, and fuffer himfelf-to feel
pain for the want of that, of which, when it is
gained, he can have no enjoyment.

It muft, indeed, beallowed, thatas we lofe
part of our time becaufe it fteals away filent and
invifible, and many an hour is paffed before wa
recolleét that it is pafling; fo unnatural defires
infinuate themfelves unobferved into the mind;
and we do not perceive that ‘they are gaining
upon us, till the pain which they give usawakens
us to notice. No man is fufficiently vigilant ta
take account of every minute of his life, or to
watch every motion of his heart, Much of our
time likewife is- facrificed to cuftom; we trifle,
becaufe we fee others trifle: in.the fame mannen
we catch from example the contagion of defire 3
we fee all about us bufied in purfuit of imaginary
good, and begin to.buftle in the fame chace, lefk
greater adtivity thould triumph over us.

IT is.true, that to man, as amember of fociety,
many things become neceflary, which, perhaps,
in a ftate of nature are fuperfluous; and that
many things, not abfolutely neceflary, are yet fo-
ufeful and convenient, that they cannot eafily be

{pared.
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fpared. - I will make yet a more ample and liberal
conceffion. In opulent flates and regular go-
vernments, the temptations to wealth and rank,
and to the diftin&ions that follow them, are fuch
as no force of underftanding finds it eafy to
refift.

IF, therefore, I faw the quiet of life difturbed
only by endeavours after wealth and honour; by
folicitude, which the world, whether juftly or
not, confidered as important ; I fhould fcarcely
have had courage to inculcate any precepts of
moderation and forbearancc. He that is engaged
in a purfuit, in which all mankind profefs to be
his rivals, is fupported by the authority of all
mankind in the profecution of his defign, and
will, therefore, fcarcely flop to hear the leCtures
of a folitary philofopher. Nor am I certain,
that the accumulation of honeft gain ought to be
hindered, or the ambition of juft honours always
to be reprefled. Whatever can enable the pof-
feffor to confer any benefit upon others, may be
defired upon virtuous principles ; and we ought
not too rathly to accufe any man of intending to
confine the influence of his acquifitions to him-
felf.

BurT if we look round upon mankind, whom
fhall we find among thofe that fortune permits to
form their own manners,, that is not tormenting
Bimfelf with a with for fomething, of which all

the:
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the pleafure and all the benefit will ceafe at the
moment of attainment ! One man is beggaring
his poﬁemy to build a houfe, which when finithed
he never will inhabit; another is levelling moun-
tains to open a'profpedt, which, when he has
once enjoyed it, he can enjoy ne more ; anothcr
is painting cielings, carving wainfcot, and filling
his apartments with coftly furniture, only that
fome neighbouring houfe may not be richer or
finer than his own.

TaaT fplendor and elegance are not defire-.
able, I am not fo abftracted from life as to in-
culcate; but if we inquire clofely into the rea-
fon for which they are efleemed, we fhall find.
them valued principally as evidences of wealth,.
Nothing, therefore, can fhew greater depravity
of underftanding, than to delight in the fhew
when the reality is wanting ; or voluntarily ta:
become poor, that flrangers may for a time
imagine us to be rich,

Bur there are yet minuter obje@s and more:
trifling anxieties, Men may be found, who are
kept from fleep by the want of a thell particularly
variegated ! who are wafting their lives, in fira-
tagems to obtain a book in a language which
they do not undetftand; who pine with errvy at
the flowers ‘'of another man’s parterre ; who
hover like vultures round the owner of a foflil,
in. hopes to 'p}_under his cabinet at his death ; and

who,
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who would not much regret to fee a ftreet in
flames, if 2 box of mcdals might be fcattered i
the tumult,

HEe that imagines me to {peak of thefe faaes
in terms exaggerated and hyperbolical, has con-
verfed but little with the race of virtuofos. A
flight acquaintance with their ftudies, and a few
vifits to their affemblies, would inform him, that
nothing is fo worthlefs, but that prejudice and
caprice can give it value ; nor any thing of,fo
little ufe, but that by indulging an idle compe-
tition or unrzafonable pride, a man may make it
to himfelf one of the neceflaries of life.

Desires like thefe, I may furcly, without
incurring the cenfure of morofenefs, advifeevery
man to repel when they invade his mind ; or if
he admits them, never toallow them any greater
influence, than is neceffary to give petty employ-
ments the power of pleafing, and divehﬁfy the
day with flight amufements.

AN ardent wifh, whatever be its obJe& will
always be able to interrupt tranquillity.  What
we believe ourfelyes to want, torments us not in
proportion to its real value, but according to the
eftimation by which we have rated it in our csvn
minds: in fome difeafes, the patient has been
obferved to long for food, which fcarce any ex-
tremity of hunger would in health haye com-
pelled bim to (wallow ; but while.his organs

: T were
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were thus depraved the craving was irrefiftible,
nor could any reft be obtained till it was ap-
peafed by compliance. Of the fame nature are
the irregular appetites of the mind ; though they
are often excited by trifies, they are equally dif-
quieting with real wants: the Roman, who
wept at the death of his Jamprey, felt the fame
degree of forrow that extorts tears on other oc~
cafions.

INoRDINATE defires, of whatever kind, ought
to bereprefled upon yet a higher confideration ;
they ‘muft be confidered as enemies not only
to HAPPINESS but to VIRTUE. There are men
among thofe commonly reckoned the learned
and the wife, who fpare no ftratagems to remove
a competitor at an aution, who will fink the
price of a rarity at the expence of truth, and
whom it is not fafe to-truft alone in a library or
cabinet, Thefe are faults, which the fraterinty
feem to look upon as jocular mifchiefs, or to
think excufed by the violence of the temptation :
but I fhall always fear that he, who accuftoms
himfelf to fraud in little things, wants only op-
portunity to pradtife it in greater ; ¢ he that has
< hardened himfelf by killing a fheep,” fays
PYTHAGORAS, ¢ will with lefs reluance.fhed
¢¢ the blood of 2 man,”

‘To prize every thing according to its REAL

fe, ought to bc the aim of a rational being,

There
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There are few things which can much conduce
to HAPPINESS, and, therefore, few things to
be ardently defired. He that looks upon the
bufinefs and buftle of the world, with the philo-
fophy with which SocrATES furveyed the fair at
Athens, will turn away at laft with his exclama-
tion, ¢ How many things are here which I de
% not want !” ‘

T

SR e e e

Nums, 120. SATURDAY, December 29, 1753

Ultima femper
Expeitanda dies homini, dicique beatus
. Ante obitum nemo fupremaque funera debet.
Ovin,
But no frail man, however great or-high,
Can be concluded bleft before he die.
ADDbIsoN,

HE numerous miferies of human life have

extorted in all ages an univerfal complaint.
The wifeft of men terminated all his experiments
in fearch of happinefs, by the mournful confef-
fion, that ¢¢ all is vanity ;” and the antient pa-
triarchs lamented, that ¢ the days of their pil-
¢¢ grimage were few and evil.,”

THERE
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'THERE is, ;indecd, no topi¢: on which it is
more fuperfluous to accumulate authorities, nor
any affertion of ' which olir own eyes will more

* eafily difcover, or our fenfations more frequent-
ly imprefs the truth, than, that mifery is'the lo¢
of man, that our prefent ftate is a ftate of danger

* and infelicity. '

WHEN we take the moft dxﬁant profpe& of
life, what does it prefent us but a chaos of un=-
happinefs, a confufed and tumultuous fcene of
labour ‘and conteft, difappointment and defeat ?
If we view paft ages in the refleftion of hiftory,
what do theéy offer to our meditation butcrimes
and calamities? One year is diftinguifhed by a
famine, another by an earthquake ; kingdoms
are made'defolate, fometimes by wars, and fome-
times by peflilence ; the peace of the world is in-
terrupted at one time by the caprices of a tyrant,
at another by -the rage of a conqueror. ‘The
memory. is ftored only with viciflitudes of evil ;
apdi the. happinefs, fuch as it is, of one part of
mankind, is found to arife commonly from fan-
guinary fuccefs, from viGories which confer
upon them the power, not fo much of improving
life by any new enjoyment as of inflicting mi-
fery'on others, and’ gratn(ymg their own pnd"
byl comparative greatne(s :
~ BuT by him that examines Tifé with a moré
clofe attention, the Happinef§ of the world will
pEae be

-
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be found flill lefs than it appears. In fomeinter-

vals of public profperity, or to ufe terms more;
proper, in fome intermiffions of calamity, a.

general diffufion of happinefs may feem to over-

fpread a people ; all is triumph and exultation, ™

jollity and plenty ; there are no public fears and
dangers, and ¢ no complainings in the fireets.”

But the condition of individuals is very little.

mended by this general calm: pain and mali.e
and difcontent fill continue their havock ; the
filent depredation goes inceffantly forward ; and
the grave continues to be filled by the vi&ims of
forrow,

He that enters a gay aflembly, beholds the
cheerfulnefs difplayed in every countenance, and
finds all fitting vacant and difengaged, with no
other attention than to give or to receive pleafure ;
would naturally imagine, that he had reached at
laft the metropolis of felicity, the place facred
to gladnefs of heart, from whence all fear and
anxiety were irreverfibly excluded. Such, in-
deed, we may often find to be the opinion of
thofe, who ‘from a lower ftation look up to the
pomp. and gaiety which they cannot reach : but
i there of thofe who frequent thefe luxu-
s aflemblies, that will not confefs his own’
neafinefs, or cannot recount the vexations and
diftrefles that prey upon the lives of his gay com-
panions ?

Vor. IV. G THe

\
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TrE world, inits beft ftate, is nothing more

than a larger affembly of beings, combining to
counterfeit happinefs which they do not feel,
employing every art and contrivance to em-
bellith Jife, and to hide their real condition from
the eyes of ‘one another.
v THE fpecies of happinefs toft obvious to the
obfervation of others is that which depends upon
the goods of fortune ; yet even this, is often
fictitious. There is in the world more poverty
than is generally imagined ; not only becaufe
many whofe pofleflions are large have defires ftill
larger, and many meafure their wants by the
gratifications which others enjoy ; butgreatnum-
bers are prefled by real neceffities which it is
their chief ambition to conceal, and are forced
to purchafe the appearance of competence and
cheerfulnefs at thc expence of many comforts and
conveniencies of life.

Many, however, are confefledly rich, and
many more are fufficiently removed from all
danger of real poverty: but it has been long ago
remarked, that money cannot purchafe quiet;
the higheft of mankind can promife themfclves
no exemption from that difcord or fufpicion, by
which ‘the fweetnefs of domeftic retirement is
deftroyed ; and, muft always be even more ex-
pofed, in the fame degree as they are elevated
above others, to the treachery of dependents, the

calumny
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calumny of defamers, and the violence of oppo-
nents. _

AFFLICTION is infeparable from our prefent
ftate ; it adheres to all the inhabitants of this
world in different proportions indeed, but with
an allotment which feems very little regulated hy,
our own conduét. It has been the boaft of fome
fwelling moralifts, that every man’s fortune w#s
in his own power, that prudence fupplied the
place of all other divinities, and that happine(s
is the unfailing confequence of virtue. But,
furely, the quiver of OMNIPOTENCE is ftored
with arrows, againft which the fhield of human
virtue, however adamantine it has been boafted,
is held up in vain: we do not always fuffer by
our crimes ; we are not always protected by our
innocence. ,

A Goop MaN is by no means exempt from
the danger of fuffering by the crimes of others ;
even his goodnefs may raife him enemies of im-
placable malice and reftlefs ‘perfeverance : the
Goop MAN has never been warranted by
HEAVEN from the treachery of friends, the dif-
obedience of children, or the difhonefly of a
wife ; he may fee his cares made ufelefs by pro-
fufion, his inftructions defeated by perverfenefs,
and bis kindnefs rejeéted by ingratitude; he may
languifh under the infamy of falfe accufations, or
perifh reproachfully by an unjuft fentence. .

G 2 A Goop
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A Goop Man is fubje, like other mortals,
to all the influences of natural evil ; his harveft
is not fpared by the tempeft, nor his cattle by the
murrain ; his houfe flames like others in a con-
flagration ; nor have his thips any peculiar power
of refifting hurricanes : his mind, however ele-
vated, inhabits a body fubje& to innumerable
cafualties, of which he muft always fhare the
dangers and the pains; he bears about him the
feeds of difeafe, and may linger away a great part
of his life under the tortures of the gout or ftone ;
at one time groaning with infufferable anguifh, at
another diffolved in liftleflnefs and languor.

From this general and indifcriminate diftri-
bution of mifery, the moralifts have always de-
rived one of their ftrongeft moral arguments for
a Future STaTE; for fince the common events
of the prefent life happen alike to the good
and bad, it follows from the JusTick of the
SupreME BEING, that there muft be another
ftate of exiftence, in which a juft retribution fhall
be made, and every man fhall be happy and mi-
ferable according to his works,

THE mileries of life may, perhaps, afford fome
proof of a future ftate, compared as well with
the MERCY as the JusTICE of GOD. I¢-is
" fearcely to be imagined, that INFINITE BENEVO-
LENCE would create a being capable of enjoying
fo much more than is here to be enjoyed, and

qualified
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qualified by nature to prolong pain by remem-
branee, and anticipate it by terror, if he was not
defigned for fomething nobler and better than a
ftate, in which many of his faculties can ferve
anly for bis torment ; in which he is to be im-
portuned by defires that never can be fatisfied,
to feel many evils which he had no power toavoid,
and to fear many which he fhall never feel: there
will furely come a time, when every capacity of
happinefs fhall be filled, and none fhall be
wretched but by his own fault.

In the mean time, it is by aflliion chiefly
that the heart of man is purified, and that the
thoughts are fixed upon a better ftate. Profpe-
rity, allayed and imperfect as it is, has power to
intoxicate the imagination, to fix the mind upon
the prefent fcene, to produce confidence and ela-
tion, and to make him who enjoys afluence and
honours forget the hand by which they were be-
ftowed. It is feldom that we are otherwife, than
by affliction, awakened to a fenfe of our own
imbecillity, or taught to know how little all our
acquifitions can conduce to fafety or to quiet;
and how juftly we may afcribe to the fuperin-
tendence of a HIGHER PowER, thofe bleffings
which in the wantonnefs of fuccefs we confidered
as the attainments of our policy or courage.

NoTniNG confers fo much ability to refift the
temptations that perpetually furround us, as an

G3 habitual
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habitual confideration of the fhortnefs of life, and
the uncertainty of thofe pleafures that folicit our
purfuit; and this confideration can be inculcated
only by afli@tion. * O Death ! how bitter is
¢¢ the remembrance of thee, to a man that lives
¢¢ at eafe in his pofleffions.” If our prefent ftate
were one continued fucceflion of delights, or one
uniform flow of calmnefs and tranquillity, we
fhiould never willingly think upon itsend ; death
would then furely furprife us as ¢“ a thief in the
¢ night ;” and our tafk of duty would remain
unfinifhed, till ¢ the night came when no man
¢ can work.”

WaiLE afflition thus prepares us for felicity,
we may confole ourfelves under its preflures, by
temenibering, that they are no particular marks
of D1vine DiSPLEASURE; fince all the diftrefles
of perfecution have been fuffered by thofe, ¢ of
¢¢ whom the world was not worthy;” and the
ReprEMER of MANKIND himfelf was ¢“a man
¢¢ of forrows and acquainted with grief.”

‘F

- Nurs,
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Nums. 321, - TUEsSDAY, Fanuary I, 1754

, i
Arma virumque cano, Trc;'x qui primus ab oris
lialiam fato profugus, Lavinaque venit

Litora.  Multum ille ct terris jactatus et alto;

Multa quoque et bello paffus.

Vire.

Arms and the man T fing, who forced by
fate," '

Expell’d and exil’d, left the Trojan fhore.
-1 dLong labours, both by feaand land, he bore,
And in the doubtful war, Drypen.

 Tothe ADVENTURER, °
SIR, 1

FEW nights ago, after I came home

from the tavetn,{ todk up the firft volume

of your papers, which at-prefentisidépofited near

the etbow chair in my chamiber, and happened

to read the fifth number, which contains the-nar-

-rative of a FLEA. ' After T fell afleep, I imagin-

ed the b#dk ftill to lie open before me, and that

at the bottom.af the page I faw not a FLEA byt

a Lousk, who addrefied me with fuch folemnity

of accent, that. it brought to my mind fome ora-

tions which Thad formerlyheard in faint Stephen’s
chapel.

(.} 4, SIR,
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Sir, faid he, it has been remarked by thofe,
who have enriched themfelves from the mines of
knowledge bydeep refearches and laborious ftudy,
that fublunary beings are all mortal, and that life
is a flate of perpetual peril and inquietude: fuch,
indeed, hitherto has been my experience; and
yet I do not remember, that I have brought cala-
mity upon myfelf by any uncommon deviations
either from virtue or prudence.

I was hatched in the head of 2 boy about eight
years old, who was placed under the care of a
parith nurfe, and educated at the charity-{chool.
In this place, as in a populous city, I foon obtain-
ed a fettlement ; and as our flate of adolefcence is
thort,_ had in a few months a numerous family,
This indeed was the happieft period of my life 5
I fuffered little apprehenfion from the comb or
the razor, and forefaw no misfortune, except that
our country thould be overftocked, and we fhould
be compelled to wander, like the Barbarians of
the North, in fearch of another, But it happened
that the lord of our foil, in an evil hour, went
with fome of his companions to Highgate. Juft
at the top of the hill was a ftage and*h mounte-
bank, where feveral feats of wit and humour
were performed by a gentleman with a gridiron
upon his back, who affifted the do&or in his vo-
cation. We were prefently in the midft of the

crowd and foon after upon the ftage ; which
the
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the boy was perfuaded to afcend, that by a fud-
den ftroke of conjuration, a great quantity of
gold might be conveyed under his hat. Under
his hat, however, the dextrous but mifchievous
operator, having imperceptibly conveyed arotten
egg, clapped his hand fmartly upon it, and
fhewed the aurum potabile running down on each
fide, to the unfpeakable delight of the beholders,
but to the great difappointment of the boy, and
the total ruin of our community.

It is impoffible to defcribe the confufion and
diftrefs which this accident inftantly produced
among us : we were at once buried in a quag,
intolerably noifome, and infuperably vifcid :
thofe who had been overturned in its paflage,
found it impoffible to recover their fituation ; and
the few, who happening to lie near the borders
of the fuffufion, bad with the utmoft efforts of
their ftrength crawled to thofe parts which it had
not reached, laboured in vain to free themfelves
from fhackles, which every moment became
more ftrong as the {ubftance which formed them
grew more hard, and threatened in a thort time
totally to deprive them of all power of moticn.
I was myfelf among this number, and cannot

. even now recolle@® my fituation without fhud-
dering at my danger. In the mean time the can-
didate for enchanted gold, who in the fearch
of pleafure had found only dirt and hunger, wea-
» G ;5 rincfs
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rinefs and difappointment, refledting that his
~ftolen holiday was at an end, returned forlorn
“and difconfolate to his nurfe. The nofe of this
good woman was foon offended by an unfavoury
fmell, and it was not long before the difcovered
whence it proceeded. A few queftions, and a
good thump on the back, brought the whole fe-
cret to light, and the delinquent, that he might
be at once purified and punifhed, was carried to
the next pump, where his head was held under
the {pout till he had received the difcipline of a
pickpocket. He was indeed very near being
drowned ; but his fufferings were nothingin com-
“parifon of ours. We were overwhelmed with a
fecond inundation ; the catara&s, which burft
upon us with a noife tenfold more dreadful than
thunder, fwept us by hundreds before them, and
the few that remained would not have had
firength to keep theirhold againt the impetuofity
of the torrent, if it had continued a few minutes
longer.. I was flill among thofe that efcaped ;
and after we had a little recovered from our fright,
we found that if we had loft our friends, we were
releafed from the vifcous durance which our own
ftrength could never have hroken, We were alfo
delivered from the dread of an emigration and a
“famine; and taking comfort in thefe refleGions,
we were enabled to reconcile ourfelves, without
murmuring,
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murmuring, to the fate of thofe who had pe-
-rifhed.

Bur the feries of mxsfortunes whxch I have
been doomed to fuffer, wu;hout ;efpuq, was now
begun. The next day was Holy Thurfday; and
the ftupendous being, who, without labour, car-
ried the ruins of our ftate in proceflion to the
bounds. of his parith, thought fit to break his
wand into a cudgel as foon as he came home.
This he wasimpatient to ufe; and in an engage-
ment with an adverfary, who had armed himfelf
with the like weapon, he received a ftroke upon
his head, by which my favourite wife and three
children, the whole remains of my family, were
cruthed to atoms in a moment. I was myfelf fo
near as to be thrown down by the concuflion of
the blow ; and the boy immediately fcratching his
head to alleviate the {mart, was within a hair of
deftroying me with his nail.

1 was fo terrified at this accident that I crapt
-down to;the nape of his neck, where I continued
all the-reft of the day; and at night; when he re-
tired to eat his cruft of bread in the!chimney-
cornery L,concluded that 1 thould at leaft be fafe
till the moyning, and therefore began my repaft,
which the dangers and misfortunes of the day had
prevented. Whether having long faﬁed'. my bite
was mote keen than pfual,.orwhether I had made
-myattackinamore fenfible part I cannot tell but

- G6 ~ the

it

P
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the boy fuddenly thruft up his fingers with fo

much {peed and dexterity, that he laid hold of

me, and aimed with all his force to throw me

into the fire ; in thisfavage attempt he would cer-

tainly have fucceeded, if I had not ftuck between .
his finger and his nail, and fell fhort upon fome

linen that was hanging to dry.

THE woman, who took in wafhing, was em-
ployed by a laundrefs of fome diftin&tion; and it
happened that T had fallen on the fhift fleeve of a
celebrated toaft, who frequently made her ap-
pearance at court. I concealed myfelf with great
caution in the plaits, and the next night had
the honour to accompany her into the drawing-
room, where fhe was furrounded by rival beauties,
from whom the attraéted every eye, and ftood with
the utmoft compofure of mind and countenance
in the centre of admiration and defire. In this
fituation I became impatient of confinement, and
after feveral efforts made my way out by her.
tucker, hoping to have pafled on under her hand-
kerchief to her head ; but in this hope I was dif-
appointed, for handkerchief fhe had none. Iwas
i.lp't, however, willing to go back, and as my
. ffation was the principal objec of the wholecircle,
T was foon difcovered by thofe who ftood near.
They gazed at me with eager attention, and
fometimes turned towards each other with very
intelligent looks 3 but of this the lady took no no-

tice,
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tice, as it was the common effe& of that profu-
fion of beauty which fhe had been ufed to pour
upon every eye ; the emotion, however, at length
increafed till fhe obferved it, and glancing her
eye downward with a fecret exultation, fhe dif-
covered the caufe: pride inftantly covered thofe
cheeks with blufhes which modefty had forfaken;
and as I was now become fenfible of my danger,
I was hafting to retreat. At this inftanta young
nobleman, who perceived that the lady was be-
come fenfible of her difgrace, and who, perhaps,
thought that it might be deemed an indecorum to
approach the place where I ftood with his hand
in a public aflembly, ftooped down, and holding
up his hat to his face, directed fo violent a blaft
towards me, from hismouth, thatI vanifhed be-
fore it like an atom in a whirlwind ; and the next
moment found myfelf in the toupee of a battered
beau, whofe attention was engrofled by the widow
of a rich citizen, with whofe plumb he hoped to
pay his debts and procure 2 new miftrefs.

- In this place the hair was fo thin that it fcarce
afforded me ihelter, except a fingle row of curls
on each-fide, where the powder and greafe were
infuperable obftacles to my progrefs: here, how-
ever, I continued near a week, but it was in every
refpe&t a dreadful fituation, I lived in perpetual
folicitude and danger, fecluded from my fpecies,

and expofed to the curfed claws of the valet, who
perfecuted
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-perfecuted me every morning and every night, In
-the morning, it was with the utmoft difficulty
‘that | efcaped from being kneaded up inalump
of pomatum, or fqueezed to death between the
‘burning, forceps of a crifpingiiron ; and at night,
after I had with the utmoft vigilance and dex-
terity evaded the comb, I .was {till lable to be
thraft through the body with a pin.}

I FrREQUENTLY meditated my efcape, and
formed many projelts to effect it, whichl af-
sterwards abandoned either as dangerous or im-
«pacticable. 1 obferved that the valet had a
‘ much better head of hair than his mafter, and

that -he fometimes wore the famebag; into the
“bag, therefore, one evening, I:defcended with
* -great circumfpe&tion, and was removed with it :
‘nor was it:long before my: utmoft expectations
were anfwered, for the valet tied on my dormi-
“tory*to his own haiy’ the very next morning,
‘tand 1'gained a new fettlement.

BuT the bag wasmot the orﬂy part of the mal-
ter’s drefs Which was occaﬁon:ﬂly apptopriated by
‘the fervant; who being foon. after my exploit de-
“telted in wearing alaced frock'béfore it had been
“Jeft off, was turned: away at 2 minute’s warning,
dnd defpairing to obtain‘a eharalter; returncd to
the aceuprtion in' which'he had beenbred; and
<became! ‘j'dume)"man t6°a barberin thecity, who
‘upon feeing a fpecimen of -Hisdkill to'drefs hair
i 2 a-la-mode
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a-la=mode de la cour, ‘was ‘willing to, receive
him without a fcrupulous examination of: his

morals, T b2 5 s
THis change in the fituation of my. patron
was a great advantage to me; for I began to
have more company and lefs difturbance. But
among other perfons whom he attended every
morning to fhave, was an elderly gentleman of
great repute for natural knowledge, a fellow
of many foreign focictics, and a profound adept
in experimental philofophy. This gentleman,
having conceived a defign to repeat Leuenhoek’s
experiments upon the increafe of our fpecies, ens
quired of the proprictor of my dwelling if he
could help him to a fubjeét. The man was at
firft ftartled at the queftion ; but it was no foener
comprchended than he pulled outan ivory comb,
and produced myfelf and two aflociates, one of

whom died foon after of the hurt be received.
ThEe fage received us with thanks, and very
carefully conveyed us into his flocken, where,
though it was not a fituation perfectly agreeable
to our nature, we produced a numerous progeny.
Here, however, 1 fuffered new calamity, and
was expofed to new danger. The philofopher,
whom a fedentary and reclufe life had rendered
extremely {ufceptible of cold, would often fit with
his thins fo ncar the fire, that we were almoft
fcorched to death before we could get round to
4 the
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the calf for fhelter. He was alfo fubjeét to fre-
quent abftradtions of mind; and at thefe times
many of us have been mifcrably deftroyed by his
broth or his tea, which he would hold fo much
on one fide that it would run over the veflel, and
overflow us with a fcalding deluge from his knee
to his ancle: nor was thisall; for when he felt
the fmart he would rub the part with his hand,
without refleCting upon his nurfery, till he had
cruthed great part of thofe who had efcaped.
Still, however, it was my fortune to furvive for
new adventures.

THE philofopher, among other vifitants whofe
curiofity he was pleafed to gratify, was fometimes
favoured with the company of ladies: for the en«

“tertainment of a lady it was my misfortune to be
one morning taken from my family when I leaft

fufpected it, and fecured in the apparatus of a

folar microfcope. After I had contributed to their

aftonifhment and diverfion near an hour, I was

left with the utmoft inhumanity and ingratitude

“to perith of hunger, immured between the two
pieces of ifinglafs through which I had been exhi-

bited. In this conditionI remained threedaysand

three nights; and thould certainly have perifhed

in the fourth, if a boy about feven years old, who

‘was carelefsly left alone in the room, had net
poked his finger through the hole in which I was

confined, and once more fct me at liberty, I was,

however,
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however, extremely weak, and the window be-
ing open I was blown into the fireet, and fell on
the uncovered perriwig of a dotor of phyfic, who
had juft alighted to vifit a patient. This was the
firlt time I had ever entered a perriwig, a fituation
which I fcarce lefs deprecate than the micro-
fcope: I found it a defolate wildernefs, without
inhabitants and without bounds. T continued to
traverfe it with incredible labour, butI knew not
in what direétion, and defpaired of being ever re-
ftored either to food or reft. My fpirits were at
length exhaufled, my gripe relaxed, and I fell
almott in a ftate of infenfibility from the verge:of’
the labyrinth in which I had been bewildered,
into the head of a patient in the hofpital; over
whom, after my fall, I could juft perceive the
doctor leaning to look at his tongue.

By the warmth and nourithment which this
place afforded me I foon revived. I rejoiced at
my deliverance, and thought 1 had nothing to
fear but the death of the patient in whofe head I
had taken fhelter.,

I was, however, foon convinced of my mif-
take ; for among other patients in the fame ward
was a child about fix years old, who having been
put in for a rupture, had fallen into the jaun-
dice: for this difeafc the nurfe, in the abfence
of the phyfician, prefcribed a certain number of
my fpecies to be adminiftered alive in a fpoonful

of
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of milk. A colleftion was immediately made,
and I was numbered among the,unhappy vitims
which ignorance and inhwinanity had thus devo-
ted to deftryGtion: I was immerged in the potion,
and faw myfelf approach the horfid jaws that I
expeéted would the next moment clofe over me;
snot but that, in this dreadful moment, [ bhad
fome languid hope of pafling the gulph unhurt,
sand finding a fettlement at the bottom. My fate,
-however, was otherwife determined: for the
* schild, in a fit of frawardnefs and -anger, dafhed
ithe foon dut of the hand of the nurfe; and after
lincredible fatigue I recovéred the ftation towhich
Jhad! defcended from the do&ar’s wig.

-1 sy asonce moreicongratulating myfelf onan
:efcape almoft miraculous, when I .wasalarmed by
the appearance of a barber, with all the dread-
fiil apparatus of his trade; I foon found that the
:perfon whofe .head-1/had chofen for an afylum
vwas becomé delirious, and that the hair was by

the phyfician’s order to-be removed for a blifter.
Here my courage tota]]y failed, and all my
hopes-forfook me. It happened,-however, that
ithough T was entangled in the fuds, yet I was de-
rpofited unhurt upon the operator’s fhaving cloth ;
from whence, as he was thaving you this:night,
I gained your fhoulder, and have this moment
crawled out from the plaits of your ftock, which
)ou have juft.taken off and laid upon this table.
Whether
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‘W hether this event be fortunate or unfortunate,
time only can difcover: but I fiil] hope to find
fome dwelling, where no comb thdll evér enter,
and no nails fhall cver feratch ; which neither
pincers nor razor fhall approach ; where I fhall
pafs the remainder of life in perfeét fecurity and
repofe, amidft the fmilés of fociety and the pro-
fufion of plenty.

AT this hope fo extravagant and ridiculous,
uttered ‘with fuch foléemnity of diction and man-
ner, I burft into a fit of immoderate laughter
that awaked me: but my mirth was inftantly
reprefled by refle@ing, that THE LIFE OF MAN
is not lefs expofed to EVIL; andthatall his ex-
peations of fecurity and happinefs in TEMFPO-
RAL POSSESSIONS are equally chimerical and
abfurd,

Iam, SIR,
Your humble fervant,

DormMITOR,

Nuwms,
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Nuwms. 122. SATURDA%(, Fanuary 5, 1754+

ﬁlepbus & Peleus, cim pauper & exul uterque,
Projicit ampullas, & fefquipedalia verba,
8i curat cor fpectantis tetigiffe quereli.  FIoR.

Tragedians too lay by their ftate to grieve :°
Peleus and Telephus, exil’d and poor, °
Forget their fwelling and gigantic words :
He that wou’d have fpe@ators fhare his gricf,
Mutt write not only well but movingly.

? Roscommon.

ADNESS being occafioned by a clofe

and continued attention of the mind to

a fingle obje@, SHAKESPEARE judicioufly repre-
fents the refignation of his crown to daughters
fo cruel and unnatural, as the particular idca
which has brought on the diftraction of LEAR,
and which perpetually recurs to his imagination,
and mixes itfelf with all his ramblings, Full of
this idea, therefore, he breaks out abruptly in
the Fourth A& : ¢ No, they cannot touc hme
¢ for coining : I am the king himfelf.” He be-
lieves himfelf to be raifing recruits, and cenfures
the inability and unfkilfulnefs of fome of -his
foldiers : ¢¢ T'here’s your prefs money. That fel-
¢¢ low handles his bow like a crow-keeper : draw
¢t me a clothier’s yard. Look, look, a moufe !
¢ Peace,
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¢¢ Peace, peace: this piece of toafted cheefe
¢ will do it.” The art of our poet is tran{cen-
dent in thus making a paflage that even borders
on burlefque, ftrongly expreflive of the madnefs
he is painting. LEAR fuddenly thinks himfelf in
the field; ¢ there’s my gauntlet—1I’ll prove it on
¢¢ a giant:” and that he has fhot his arrow fuc-
cefsfully ! ¢¢ O well flown barb ! i’th’ clout, i’th’
¢ clout: hewgh ! give the word.” He then re-
colleés the falthood and cruelty of his daugh-
ters, and breaks out in fome pathetic refle@tions
on his old age, and on the tempeft to which he
was fo lately expofed : ¢ Ha! Gonerill, ha!
¢ Regan! They flattered me like a dog, and
¢¢ told me 1 had white hairs on my beard, ere
¢¢ the black one’s were there. They fay, ay,
¢ and no, to every thing that [ faid ~ay and no
¢¢ too, was no good divinity. When the rain
¢ came to wet me once, and the wind to make
¢ me chatter ; when the thunder would not peace
¢ at my bidding; there I found ’em, there I
¢¢ fmelt ’em out. Go to, they’re not men of
¢¢ their words ; they told me I was every thing :
€< ’tis a lie, I am not ague-proof.” The impo-
tence of royalty to exempt its pofleffor, more
than the meaneft fubje, from fuffering natural
evils is here finely hinted at.

His friend and adherent GLO’STER, having
been lately deprived of fight, enquires if the
voice
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voice he hears is not the voice of the king;
Lear inftantly catches the word, and replies
with great quicknefs,

. Ay, every inch a king :
When I do ftare, fee how the fubjeét quakes !
- I pardon that man’slife. What was thy caufe?
Adultery ! no thou fhalt not die: die for
adultery !

He then makes fome very fevere refletions on
the hypocrify of lewd and abandoned women,
and adds, ¢ Fie, fie, fie; pah, pah; Give me
¢ an ounce of civet, good apothecary, to fweet-
¢ en my imagination:” and as every objeét feems
to be prefent to the eyes of the lunatic, he.thinks
he pays for the drug : ““ there’s money for thee !”
Very firong and lively alfo is the imagery in
a fucceeding fpeech, where he thinks himfelf
viewing his fubje@s punifhed by the proper
officer:

Thou rafcal bedel, hold thy bloody hand :
. Why doft thou lafh that whore ? firip thy own
back ;
Thou hotly luft’ft to ufe her in that kind
For which thou whip’ft her !

‘This circumftance leads him to refle&t on the
efficacy of rank and power, to conceal and
paltiate profligacy and injuftice ; and this fine

fatire
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fatire is couched in two different metaphors, that
are carried on with much propriety and elegance :

. Through tatter’d cloaths fmall vices do appear;
Robes a:d furr’d gowns hide all, Plate fin
with gold,
And the firong lance of juftice hurtlefs breaks;
Arm it in rags, a pigmy ftraw doth pierce it.

We are moved to find that LEAR has fome faint
knowledge of his old‘and faithful courtier,

If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take my cyes.
I know thee well enough ; thy name is Glo’fter:

The advice he then gives him is very affeGing :

Thou muft be patient; we came crying hither:

Thou know’ft, the firft time that we fmell the
air,

We wawle and cry

‘When we are born, we cry that we are come

To this great ftage of fools !

This tender complaint of the miferies of human
life bears fo-exal a refemblance: with the fol-
lowing paffage of Lucreauws, that I cannot
forbear tranfcribing it:

Vagitique loeum lugubri complet, ut equum eff,
Cui tantum in vitd reflet tranfire malorum.

Thea
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Then with diftrefsful cries he fills the room,

Too fure prefages of his future doom.
DrybDEN,

It is not to be imagined that our author copied
fiom the Roman; on fuch a fubject it is almoft
impoflible but that two perfons of genius and
fenfibility muft feel and think alike. LEAR drops
his moralities and meditates revenge :

It were a delicate ftratagem to fhoe

A troop of horfe with felt. I’ll put’tin proof;

And when I’ve ftol’n upon thefe fons-in-law,

Then kill, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill,
The expedient is well fuited to the charadter of
a lunatic, and the frequent repetitions of the
word ¢ kill,” forcibly reprefent his rage and de-
fire of revenge, and muft affe& an intelligent
audience at once with pity and terror, At this
inftant CorDELIA fends one of her attendants
to proteét her father from the danger with which
he is threatened by her fifters: the wretched
king is fo accuftomed to mifery, and fo hopelefs
of fuccour, that when the meflenger offers to
lead him out, he imagines himfelf taken captive
and mortally wounded :

No refcue ! what! a prifoner? T am e’en
The nat’ral fool of fortune: ufe me well,
You fhall have ranfom. Let mehave furgeons;
I am cut to the brain, ——

' Cor-
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“CorpELIA 4t length ‘arrives’y 4n opiate is ad-
miniftered to the king, to calm the agonies and
agitations of his 'mind ; 'and a moft interefting
interview enfues between 'this daughter that was
{o unjuftly fufpe@ed of difuffetion, and the rafh
and miftaken father. LEear, during his flumber,
has been arrayed in regal apparel, and is brought -
upon the ftage in a chair, not recovered from his
trance. 1 know not afpeech more truly pathetic
thdn that of CorRDELTA when the firft fees him

Had you not been their father, thefe white
flakes :

Did challenge pity of them. ‘Wras this a face

To be expos’d againft the warcing winds ?

The dreadfulnefs of that night is exprefled by a
circumftance of great humanity; for which kind
of f{trokes SHAKESPEARE is as eminent as for
his poetry :

My very enemy’s dog,

Though he had bit me, thould have flood that
night

Againft my fire. And walt thou fain, poor
father,

To hovel thee'with {wine, and rogues forlorn,

In fhort'and mufty frawi—1

Lzag begins to awl:ake;: blu‘t his imagination
is till diftenipered, and. his pain exquifite ;

Vor. IV. L ¢ H You
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You do me wrong to take me out o’th’ grave,
Thou art a foul in blifs; but.I am bound
Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears
Do feald like molten lead m—

‘WHEN CORDELIA in great afﬁl&lon afks him
if he knows her, he replies,

You are a fpirit, T know; when did'you die ?

T his reply heightens her diftrefs ; but hisifenfi+
bility beginning to return, the kneels to him,
and begs his benediion. T hope I have no
readers that can perufe his anfwer withoyt tears :

Pray-do not mock me::

I am a very foolifh, fond old man,

Fourfcore and ‘upward ; and to deal plainly,

1 fear I am not in my perfe& mind,

Methinks [ fhould know you, and know this
man ;

Yet I am doubtful : for PParmainly ignorant

‘What place this is,~Do not laugh at me ;

For as | am a man, I think this lady

To be my child CorpELIA.

The humility, calmnefs, and fedatenefs of this
fpeech, oppofed to the former rage and indig~
nation of LEAR, is finely calculated to excite
commiferation. Struck with the remembrance
of the injurious fufpxcxon he had cherithed againt

4 this
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this favourite and fond daughter, the poor old
man intreats her ¢ not to weep,” and tells her
that ¢ if fhe has prepared poifon for him; he is
< ready to drink it ; for I know,” fays he, ¢ you
¢ do not, you cannot love me, after my cruel
¢ ufage of you : your fifters have done me much
 wrong, of which 1 have fomé f(amt remeém-
“ brance: you have fome caufe.to'hate me, they
« have nope.” Being told that he is not in
France, but in bis own kingdom, he anfwers
baftily, and in conne&ion with thatleading idea
which I have before infifted on, Do not abufe
me”’—and adds, with a2 meeknefs and contrition
that are very pathetic, ¢ Pray now forget and
< forgive ; 1 am old and foolith.”

CorDELIA is at laft flain: the lamentations
of LEAR are extremely tender and affe@ing ;
and this accident is fo fevere and intolerable, that
it again deprived him of his intellect; which
feemed to be returning.

His laft fpeech, as he furveys the body, con-
fifts of fuch fimple refletions as nature and for-
row dictate : '

Why fhould a dog, a horle, a rat have life,

And thou no breath at all ? Thou’lt corge no
more ;

Never, never, never, never, never !——

H2 The
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;l’he heaving and fwelling of his heart is de-
fcribed by a moft expreflive’ circumftance :

Pray you undo this button. Thank you, Sir,
Do you fee this ? Look on her, look on her
. lips =

Look therc, look there—— [diess
I suALL tranfiently obferve, in conclufion of
thefe remarks, that this drama is chargeable with
confiderable imperfetions. The plot of Ep-
MUND againft his brother, which diftracts the at-
tention, and deftroys the unity of the fable; the
cruel and horrid extinétion of GLO’STER’S eyes,
which ought not to be exhibited on the ftage;
the utter imprabability of GLosTER’s imagin-
ing, though blind, that he had leaped down
Dgveér cliffy ‘and fome paflages that are too
turgid and full of firained metaphors ; are faults
which the warmeft admirers of SHAKESPEARE
will find it difficult to excufe. . I know not,
alfo, whether the cruelty of the daughters is not
painted with circumftances too favage and un-
natural ; for it is not fufficient to fay, that this
.monftrous barbarity is founded on hiftorical
truth, if we recollect ‘the juft obfervation of
BoILEAU,

Le vray peut quelyuefois w'etre pas vraifembiable.

i

Some truths may be too firong to be believed.
SoMEs.

Nuwms.
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NUMB. 123. TuEspay, yanuary 8, 1754
ro it

7am prolcr'ua :
Fronte petet Lalage maritum. : Hog,

The maid whom now you court in va’\in,
Will quickly run in queft of man,

I Have before remarked, that * to abftain
s from the appearance of evil,” is a precept
in that law, 'whi¢h has every charalteriftic of
Divinrey 3 and I have in more than one of
thefe papers, endeavoured to enforce the prac-
tice of it, by an illuftration of its eaccllence and
importance.

CircuMsTANCES have been admmed as evi-
dences of guilt, even when death has been the
confequence of conviftion; and a conduét by
which evil is ftrongly implied, is little lefs perni-
cious than that by which it is exprefled, With
refpeét to fociety, as far as it can be influenced.by
example, the effedt of Loth is the fame ; forevery
man encourages the practice of that vice which
he commits in appearance, though he avoidsitin
fa&: and with refpe& to the individual,; as the
efteem of the world is a motive to virtue only
lefs powerful than the approbation of confcience,
he who knows that he is already degraded by
the imputation of guilt, will find himfelf half

H3 difarmed
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difarmed when he is aflailed by temptation : and
as he will have lefs to lofe, he will, indeed, be
Yefs difpofed to refift. OF the fex, whofe levity
is moft likely to provoke cenfure, it is eminently
true, that the lofs of charalter by imprudence
frequently induces the lofs of virtue : theladies
therefore, thould be proportionably circumfpeét ;
as to thofe, in whom folly is molft likely to ter-
minate in guilt, it is certainly of moft impor-
tance to be: wife.

‘THis fubject has irrefitibly obtruded itfelf
upon my mind in the filent hour of meditation,
becaufe, as often as I have reviewed the fcenes in
which I have mixed among the bufy and the gay,
I have oblerved that a depravity of manners, a
licentious extravagance of drefs and bebaviour,
are became almoft univerfal § virtue feems am-
bitious of a refemblance to vice, as vice glories
in- the deformities’ which fhe has been ufed to
bide:

A DECENT timidity and modeft referve have
been always confidered as auxiliaries to beauty ;
but an air of diffolute boldnefs is now affected by
all. who would be thought graceful or polite :
chiaftity, which ufed to be difcovered in every
géfture and every lock, is now retired to the
breaft; and is found only by thofe who intend its
deftruftion ; as a general when the town is fur-
rendered retreats to the citadel, which is always
! Iefs
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Tefs ¢apable of defence; when thc outworks aie
pofleed by the enemy:

Tutre is now little apparent d:fference be-
tween ehie virgin and the proftitute s if they are
not otherwife known, they may fhare the bok
and the'drawing-room without diftin@ien. The
fanie fafhion which takes away the veil of mode-
fty, 'will neeeflarily conceal lewdnefs; and ho-
nour and fhame will lofe their influence, be-
canfe they will no longer diftinguith virwue from
vice.: General'caftom, perhaps, may be thought
an ¢Fé@tual féturity abainft-general cenfure ; but
4t will not always lull the'fupieions of jealoufy
tiof eart it' familiarize dny beauty without de-
feoying its ‘infldcnce; 6r diminith the preroga-
tives of a hufbafid withéat weakening his at-
tdchnient to his wife,

_THE exceft ‘of eVery mode may be declined
without remarkable fingtlarity ; and the ladies,
who fhould even dare to be fingular in the pre-
fent defeltlon of tafte, would proportionably in=
creafe their power and fecure their happinefs.

1 xNow tHat in the vanity and the prefump.
tion of youth, it is'common to alledge’the con-
fcioufnefs of innocénce, 4s'a réafon for the conz
iempt of cenfure ; and a licence, not only for eves
ty freedom, but for every' favour except the laft,
This confidence can, perhaps, only be repreff-
éd by’a fenfé of danger: and zs the perfong

Hgqg whom



152 THE ADVENTURER. No. 123,

.whom I wilh to warn, are moft impatient of de~

clamation, and moft fufceptible of pity, 1 will
addrefs them in a ftory ; and I hope the events
will not only illuftrate but 1mprefs the precept
which they contain.

FraviLra, juft as the had entered her four-
teenth. year; was left an orphan to.the care of
her mother, in fuch circumftances as difap-
pointed ull, the hopes which her education had
encouraged. Her father who lived in great ele-
gance upon the falary of ;a place at court, died
{uddenly without having made any provifion for
his family, except an annuity of one hundred
pounds, which he had purchafed for kis wife with
part of her marriage portion ; nor was he pof-
fefled of any property, except the furniture of
a large houfe in one of the new fquares, an equi-
page, a few jewels, and fome plate.

THE greater part of the furniture and the
equipage were fold to pay his debts ; the jewels,
which were not of great value, and fome ufeful
pneces of the plate, were referved; and Fra-
ViLLA removed with. her mother into lodgings.

Bur notwnhﬁandmg this change in their cir-
cumftances, they did not lmmedlatcly Jofe their
rank. They were ftill vifited by a numerous and
polite acquaintance ; and though fome gratified
their pride by affuming the appearance of pity,
and rather infulted than alleviated their diftrefs

by
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by the whine of condolance, ‘and minute com-
parifon of what they had loft with what they pof-
fefled ; yet from others they were continually
receiving prefents, which ftill enabled them to
live with a genteel frugality ; they were flill con-
fidered as people of fathion, and treated by thofe
of a lower clafs with diftant refpect.

Fraviira thus continued tomove in a fphere
to which fhe had no claim ; fhe was perpetually
furrounded with elegance and fplendor, which
the caprice of others, like the rod of an en-
chanter; could diflipate.in a moment, and leave
her to regret the lofs of enjoyments,’ which fhe
could neither hope to obtain nor ceafe to defire.
Of this, however, FLavizra had no dread.
She was remarkably tall for her age, and was
celebrated not only for her beauty but her wit :
thefe qualifications fhe confidered, not only as
fecuring whatever fhe enjoyed by the favour of
others, but as a pledge of poflefling' them in her
own right by an advantageous marriage: \Thus
thevifion that danced before her, derived ftability
from the very vanity which it flattered : and fhe
had as little apprehenfion of diftrefs, as'difidence
of her own power to pleafe.

THeRrE wasafafhionable levity in her carriage
and difcourfe, which her mother, who knew
the danger of her fituation, Jaboured to reftrainy
fometimes with anger, «fometiines: with tears,

Hs but
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but' always without' fuccefs. FraviLra was
ever ready to an{wer, that fhe neither did or faid
any thing of which fhe had reafon to be athamed ;
and therefére did not know why fhe fhould be
seftrained, exceptin mere courtefy to envy,whom
it was'an honour to provoke, or to flander, whom
it was a difgrace to fear. In proportion as FLa-
VILLA was more flattered and carefled, the in-
fluerice of her mother became lefs : and though
fhe always treated her with refpect from a point
of good breeding, yet fhe fecretly defpifed her
maxims and applauded her own conduét.
FraviLLA at cighteen was a celebrated toaft 5
and among other gay vifitants who frequented
her tea-table, was: Crobio, a young baronet,
who had juft taken pofleflion of his title and
eftate. There were many particulars in CLobI10’s
behaviour, which encouraged Fravirra to
hope that fhe fhould obtain him for a hufband :
but the fulfered his afliduities with fuch apparent
pleafure, and his familiarities with fo little res
ferve, that he foon ventured to difclofe hisintens
tiorl, and make her what he thought a very
genteel propofal of another kind : but whatever
were the artifices with which it was introduced,
or the terms in which it was made, FLaviLra
rejefted it with the utmoft indignation and dif-
dain. Crobioy who, notwithftanding his youth,
had long knowsi and often pradifed the arts of
fedu&lion,
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feduion, gave way to the florm, threw himfelf
" ather feet, imputed his offence to the phrenzy of
his paflion, flattered her pride by the moft abject
fubmiffion and extravagant praife, intreated her
pardon; aggravated his crime, but made no men-
tion of atonemtent by marriage. ‘This particular,
which Fravicea did not fail to remark, ought
to have determined her to admit him no more :
but her vanity and her ambition were ftill pre-
dominant, fhe ftill hoped to fucceed in her pro~
je&, Crobro’s offence was tacitly forgiven, his
vifits were permitted, his familiarities wereagain
fuffered, and: his hopes revived. - He had long
entertained an opinion that the loved him, in
which, however, it is probable, that his own
vanity and her indifcretion concurred to deceive
him ; but this opinion, though it implied the
firongeft obligation to treat her with generofity’
and: tendernefs, only determined him again to
attempt hef ruin, as it-ércouraged him with a’
probability of fuccefs. Having, therefore, re’
folved to obtain her as' a .miftrefs, or at once
to give her up, he thought hehad little more to-
do, than to convince her that he had taken fuch
arefolutiony juftify it by fome plaufible fophiftry,
and’'give her fonie time to deliberate upon a final’
determination. W ith this view, he went a thort
journdy into the country’; having put aletter into”
her hand at parting, in which he acquainted her®
Heo ¢ That
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That he had often refle@®ed; with inexprefli-
ble regret, upon her refentment of _his con-
duét in a late inftance ; but that the delicacy
and the ardour of his affe@ion wereinfuperable

-obftacles to his marriage; that where there

was no liberty, there could be no happinefs :
that he thould; become indifferent. to the en=
dearments of love, when they could no Jonger:
bediftinguithed from the officioufnefsof duty :
that while they were happy in the pofleflion
of each other, it would be abfurd to fuppofe
they would part ; “and that if this happinefs
thould ceafe, it would not only enfure but ag-
gravate their mifery to be infeparably united:
that this event was lefs probable, in propor-
tion as their cohabitation was voluntary ; but
that he would make fuch provifion for her
upon the contingency, as a wife would ex-
peét upon his death. | He conjured her not
to determine under the influence of prejudice
aud cuftom, but accerding to the laws of rea-
fon and nature. = After mature deliberation,”

faid he, ° remember that the whole value of my

(11
€«
(11
(33
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life depends upon your will. - I do not re-
queft an cxplicit confent, with whatever
tranfport I'might behold the lovely confufion
which it might produce. T fhall atténd you
in a few days, with the anxiety, though not
with the guilt, of a criminal who waits for

 the
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< the decifion of his judge. ¢ If my vifit is ad-
¢ mitted, we will never part ; if it is rejected; 1
¢ can never fee you morc.”

S R R

NuMs. 124. ‘SATURDAY, Fanuary 21, 1754.

Incedis per ignes
Suppafites cineri dolofo. Hor.

With heedlefs feet on fires you go,
That hid in treacherous afhes glow.

LAVILLA bad too much underftanding as
well as virtue, to deliberate a moment upon
this propofal. She gave immediate orders that
Crobio fhould be admitted no more, But his
letter was a temptation to gratify her vanity,
which fhe could not refift ; the fhewed it firft to
her mother and then to the whole circle of her
female acquaintance, with all the exultation of
a hero who expofes a vanquifhed enemy at the
wheels of his chariot in a triumph ; fhe confidercd
it as an indifputable evidence of her virtue, as 2
a reproof of all'who ‘had dared ‘to cenfure the
1ev1ty of her conduét, and a liceuce to contmue
it wuhout apolozy or reftraint,

It
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It happened that FLAvILLA, foon after/this’
accident, was feen in one of the boxés at the
play-houfe by MERCATOR, a young gentleman’
who had juft returned from his firft voyage as
captain of alarge fhip in the Levant trade, which
had been purchafed for him by his father, whofe
fortune enabled him to make a gentcel provifion
for five fons, of whom MErcATOR was the
youngeft, and who expeéled to fhare his eftate,
which was perfonal, in equal proportions at his
death.

MERCATOR was captivated with her beauty,
but difcouraged by the fplendor of her appear-
ance, and the rank of her company. He was
urged rather by curiofity than hope, 'to enquire
who fhe was ; and he foon gained {uchia know-
Tedge of her circumftances; as relieved him fromy
defpair.

. As he knew not how to get admiffion to her
company, and had no defign upon her virtuey
he wrote in the firft ardour of his paffion to her
mother; givinga faithful account of his fortune
and dependencé,. and intreating that he might;
be permitted to vifit FLAvILLA asacandidate for
her affection., . The old lady after having made;
fome enquiries, by which the account that MR-
cATOR had given her was confirmed, fent him an
invitation and received his firft vifit alone. She
told him, that as FLAviLLA had no fortune, and
as

]
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as a confiderable part of his own was dépendent
upon' his father’s will, it would be extremely im-
prudent to endanger the difappointment of his
expetations, by a marriage which would make
it more neceffary that they fhould be fulfilled ;
that he ought therefore to obtain his father’s
confent, before any other ftep was taken, lefthe -
fhould be embarrafled by engagements which
young perfons almoft infenfibly contra&, whofe
complacency in each other is continually gaining
ftrength by frequent vifits and converfation. To
this counfel, fo falutary and perplexing, MErca-
ToR was hefitating what to reply, when FLAvirL-
LA came in, an accident which he was now only
folicitous to improve, FLAVILLA was not dif-
pleafed either with his perfon or his addrefs ; the
franknefs and gaiety of her difpofition foon made
him forget that he was a ftranger : a converfation
commenced, during which they became yet more
pleafed with each other ; and having thus fur-
mounted the difficulty of a firft vifit, he thought
no more of the old lady, as he believed ber auf-
pices were not neceflary to his fuccefs.

His vifits were often repeated, and he became
every hour more impatient of delay : he prefled
his fuit with that contagious ardour, which is
caught at every glance, and produces the confent
which it folicits, At the fame time, indeed, a
thought of his father would intervene ; but being

determined
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determined to gratify his withes at all events, he
concluded with a fagacity almoft univerfal on
thefe occafions, that of two evils, to marry with-
out his confent was lefs, than to marry againft
it; and one evening, after the lovers had fpent
the afternoon by :hemfelves, they went out in a
kind of frolic, which MERcATOR had propofed
in the vehemence ‘of his pafficn, and to which
Fravirra had confented in the giddinefs of her
indifcretion, and wcre married at May Fair,

In the firft interval of rccolle&ion after this
precipitate ftep, MERCATOR confidered, that he
ought to be the firlt wlo acquainted his father of
the new alliance which had been made in his
family : but as he had not fortitude enough to do
it in perfon, he expreffed it in the beft terms he
could conceive by a letter ; and after fuch an
apology for his conduct as he had been ufed to
make to himf{elf, he requefted that he might be
permltted to prefent his wife for the parental be-
nedx&ron, which zlone was wanting to complete
his felicity.

" THE old gentleman, whofe chara&er I cannot
better exprefs than in the fathionable phrafe which
has “been contnved to palliate falfe principles and
dilfolute manners, had bzen a2 gay man, and was
well acquainted with the town. He had often
heard FLAvVILL A toafted by rakes of quality, and
had often feen her at public places. Her beauty

ol s 3 3 i
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and her dependence,: the ‘gaiety of her drefs, the
multitude of her admirers, the levity of her con-
‘duét, and all the circumftances of her fituation,
bad concurred to render her charafter fufpected ;
and he was difpofed to judge of it with yet lefs
charity, when fhe had offended him by:marrying
his fon, whom he confidered as difgraced and
impoverifhed, and whofe misfortune, as it was
irretrievable, he refolved not to alleviate, but in-
creafe ; a refolution, by which fathers, who have
foolifh and difobedient fons, ufually difplay their
owl kindnefs and’ wifdom. - As foon as he had
read MIERCATOR’S letter, he curfed him for a
fool, who had been ‘gulled by the artifices of a
firumpetito fcreen her from public infamy by fa-
thering her children, and fecure her from a prifon
by appropriating her debts, In an anfwer to his
letter, which he wrote only to gratify his refent-
ment, he told him,that ¢¢if he had taken Fra-
¢“.vILLA into keeping, he would have overlooked
¢¢ it ; .and if her extravagance had diftrefled him,
¢¢ he would have fatisfied his creditors ; but that
¢¢'hismarriage was 'not to be forgiven; that
¢¢'he¢ fhould' never have another thilling of his
“money ; ‘and that he wis determined“to fee
< him no more.” MERCATOR, who was more
" provoked by this outrage than grleved at bis lofs,
difdained to reply ; and believing that he had now
1t 0y ST -l mofk
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mofl realon toke offended, could not be'perfuaded
to folicit a reconciliation.

HE hired a genteel apartment - for his wife of
an upho.flerer, who, with a view to let lodginge,
had taken and furnithed a largehoufe near Leice(~
ter-fields, .and' in about twa months left her to
make another voyage. ¥

He had received vifits of congratulation from
her numerous acquaintdncé, and had returned
them as a pledge of hisdefire that they fhould be
repeated.  But a remembrance of the gay mul~
titude, which while he was at' home had fatter-
ed. his vanity, as foon as he was abfent alarmed
his fulpicion :: he had, indeed, no particular
caule of jealoufy § but his anxiety arofe-merely
feam a fenfe’ of the temptation to which the was
expofed, and the urlpoﬂ'xbzllty of his. fupcnnterda
ing her conduct.

I the meantimé¢ Fravirva cominucd to fluts
ter round the fame giddy circle, in which fhe had
fhorie fo long ; tlie number of her vifitants was
rather increafed than diminithed, the gentlemen
attended with yet greater afliduity, and: the cons
tinued to encourage their civilities by the fame
indifcreet familiarity : fhe was one night.at the
mafquerade, and anotherat an dpera : fometimes
at a rout,. and fometimes rambling with a parey;
of pleafure in fhort excurfions from town j; the
came home fometimes at midnight, fomegimes in

the
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the morning, and fometimes the was abfent fe~
veral nights togéther.

THis condult was the caufe of much fpecus
lation and uncafinefs to the good man and woman
of the houfe. At firfk they fufpeled that FLAvIL~
LA was no beftter than 2 woman of pleafure ;. and
that the perfon who had hired the lodging for
her as his wife, and had difappeared upon pre-
tence of a voyage to fea, had been employed te
impofe upon them, by concealing her chara&er,
in order to obtain fuch accommodation for her
as fhe could not fo eafily have procured if it had
been known :* but as thefe fufpicions made them
watchful and inquifitive, they foon difcovered,
that many ladies by whom fhe was vifited were
of good chara&er and fathion, Her condu@®, how-
ever, fuppofing her.to be a wife, was ftill inexcu-
fable, and flill endangered their credit and fub-
fitence ; hints were often dropped by the neigh-
bours to the difadvantage of her chara&er; and
an_elderly maiden lady, who lodged in the fecond
floor, had given warning ; the family was dif-
turbed at all hours in the night,and the door was
crouded all day with mefges and vifitants to
FraviLLa.

OnxE day, therefore, the good woman took an
opportunity to remonftrate, though in the mcft
diftant and refpetful terms, and with the utmoft
difidence and caution. She told Fravirra,

' ¢ that
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¢¢ that the'was a fine young lady, that her hufe
¢ band was abroad, that fhe kept a great deal
¢ of company, and that the world was cenfo-
¢ rious ; fhe withed that lefs occafion for fcandal
¢ ‘was given’; and hoped to be excufed theliber
'ty The' had taken, as fhe might be ruined by
¢¢ thofe flanders which could have no' influence
upon the great, and which, therefore, they
were not folicitous toavoid.”  This addrefs,
however ambiguous, and however gentle, was
eafily underftood and fiercely refented. Fra-
VILLA, proud of her virtue, and impatient of
controul, ‘'would have defpifed the counfel of a
*philofopher, if it had implied an impeachment of
her conduét ; before a perfon fo much her infe-
rior, therefore, the was under no reftraint; the
anfwered with a mixture of contempt and indig-
nation, that € thofe only who did not know her
¢ would dare to take any liberty with her cha-
< raller ; and warned her to propagate no fcan-
¢ dalous report at her peril.” FraviLra im-
mediately rofe from her feat, and the woman de-
parted without reply, though fhe was fcarce lefs
offended than her lodger, and from that moment
the determined when MEgrcaTOR returned to

g’ive‘him warning. 1
MercaToRr’s voyage was profperous ; and af-
ter an abfence of ‘about ten months he came back,
The woman, to whom ‘her hufband left the
whole

<

-
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whole ‘management of her lodgings, and: who
perfifted in her purpofe, foon found an opportu-
nity to put it in execution,  MERcATOR, as his
part of the contra& had been punétually fulfilled,
thought he had fome caufe to be offended, and
infifted to know her reafons for compelling him
to leave her houfe. Thefe his hoftefs, who was
indeed a friendly woman, was very. unwilling to
give; and as he perceived that fhe evaded his
queftion, he became more folicitous to obtain
an anfwer. After much hefitation, which per-
haps had a worfe effect than any tale which ma-
lice could have invented, fhe told him, that
¢« Madam kept a great deal of company, and
¢ often ftaid out very latc; that fhe had always
¢ been ufed to quiet and regularity ; and was de-
¢¢ termined to let her apartment to fome perfon

¢ in a more private ftation.”
" AT thisaccount MERCATOR changed counte<
nance; for he inferred from it juft as much more
than truth, as he believed it to be lefs. After
fome moments of fufpenfe, he conjured her to
conceal nothing from him, with an,emotion
. which convinced her that fhe had already faid
too much. She then affured him, that ¢ he had
¢ no reafon to be alarmed ; for that the had no
¢ exception to his lady, but thofe gaieties whicl
¢ her ftation and the fafhion fufficiently authc-
% rized,” MERCATOR’s fufpicions, however,
were
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were not wholly removed ; and he began to think
he had found a confidant whom it wauld be his
intereft to truft: he, therefore, in the folly of his
jealoufy, confeffed, ¢ that he had fome doubts
<¢ concerning his wife, which it was of the ut-
¢ moft importance to his honour and his peace
¢ to refolve: he intreated that he might conti-
¢ nue in the apartment another year: that, as
< he fhould again leave the kingdom in a fhort
¢¢ time, fhe would fuffer no incident, which
<¢ might confirm either his hopes or his fears, to
< efcape her notice in his abfence ; and that at
¢ his return fhe would give him fuch an ac-
¢ count as would at leaft deliver him from the
< torment of fufpence, and determine his future

¢ conduét.”
THERE s no fophiftry more general, than that
bywhich we juftify a bufyand ferupulousenquiry
- after fecrets, which to difcover is to be wretched
without hope of redrefs; and no fervice to which
others are fo eafily engaged as to affift in the
fearch. “To communicate fufpicions of matri~
monial infidelity, efpecially to a hufband, is, by
a ftrangeé mixture of folly and malignity, deemed
notonlyan a& of juftice butof friendfhip; though
it is too late to prevent an evil, which, whatcver
beits guilt, can diffufe wretchednefs only in pro-
portion as it is known. It is no wonder, there-
fore, that the general kindnefs of MERCATOR’S
confidant
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confidant was on this occafion overborne; fhe
was flattered by the truft.that had been placed in
her, and the power with which the was invefted
fhe confented to MERCATOR’S propofal, and
promifed, that fhe would with the utmoft fide~
lity execute her commiflion.

MERcATOR, however, concealed his fufpi-
cions from hig’ wxfe, and, indeed, in'her pre-
fence they were forgotten. 'Her manner of life he
began ferioufly to difapprove ; but being well ac-
quainted with her.temper, in which great fweet-
nefs was blended with a high fpirit, he would
not embitter the pleafure of a fhort ftay by alter-
catjon, chiding, and tears : but when her mind
was melted into tendernefs at his departure, he
clafped her in an ecftafy of fondnefs to his bo-
fom, and intreated her to behave with referve
and circumfpection; ¢ becaufe,” faid he, ¢ I
¢¢ know that my father keeps a watchful eye
% upon your conduct, which may, therefore,
¢ confirm or remove his difpleafure, and either
¢¢ intercept or beftow fuch an increafe of my
¢¢ fortune as will prevent the pangs of fepara-
¢ tion which muft otherwife fo often return,
¢ and in a fhort time unite us to part no more.”
To this caution fhe had then no power to re-
ply; and they parted with mutual proteftations
of unalterable love.

Numa.
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Nuwms. 125. TUESDAY, Fanuary 15, x’754.

Usaorem, Poftume, ducis ?
Dic qua Tifiphone, quibus exagitare colubris ?
Juv.

S

A fober man, llke thee, to change his Jife
V_Vhat fury could poflefs thee with 3 wife ?
DryDpEeN,

LAVILLA, foon after fhe was thus left in

a kind of widowhood a fecond time, found
herfelf with child ; and within fomewhat lefs than
cight months after MER CATOR’s return from his
firlk voyage, the happened to ftumble ‘as fhe was
going up ftairs, and being immediately taken ill
was brought to bed before the next morning,
The child, though its birth had been precipitated,
more than a. month, was not remarkably fmall,
nor had any infirmity which endangered its life.
It was now neceflary, that the vigils of whift
and the tumults of balls and vifits thould, for a
while, be fufpended ; and in this interval of lan-
guor and retirement FLAVILLA firft became
thoughtful. SheoftenrefleteduponMrERcATOR’S
caution when they laft parted, which had.made
an indelible’ impreffion upon her mind, though it
had produced no alteration in her conduét : not-
withftanding the manner in which it was ex-
i prefled,
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prefled, and the reafon upon which it was found-
ed, fhe began to fear that. it might have been.
fecretly prompted by Jealoufy The birth, there-
fore, of her firft child in his abfence, at a time
when, if it had not been premature, it could not
poflibly have been his, was an accident which
. greatly alarmed her:, but there was yet another,
for which it was ftill lefs in her power to account,
and which, therefore, alarmed her ftill more.

IT happened that fome civilities which fhe re-
ceived from a lady who fat next her at an opera,
and whom fhe had never feen before, introduced
a converfation, which fo much delighted her, that
the gave her a prefling invitation to vifit her .
this invitation was-accepted, and in a few days
the vifit was paid. FrLAVILLA was not lefs pleafed:
at the fecond interview, than fhe had been at
the firft ; and without making any other enquiry
concerning the lady than where fhe lived, took
the firft opportunity to wait 6n her. - The apart-.
ment in which the was received was the ground
floor .of an>elegant houfe, at a fmall diftance
from St.. James’s. It happened that FLaviLLa
was placed near the window; and:a party of the
horfe-guards riding throngh the ftreet, fhe ex-
peéted to fee fpme of the royal family, and ha-
fily threw up, the fath, .-A gentleman who was
pafling by at.the fame mﬁant, turned about at the
noife of th¢ window, and FraviLLa no fooner

«Vor. 1V, I faw
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faw his face than fhe knew him ito'be the father
of MErcATOR: After looking firft fedfaftly at
her, and then glancing his eye at the:lady whom
the was vifiting, he affe@ed a contemptuous
fneer and'went on.  FLaviLra, who had been
thrown into fome confufion, by the fudden and
unexpeéted fight of 2 perfon, whom fhe knew,
confidered her as the difgrace of his family and
the ruin of his child, now changed countenance,
and haftily retired to another part of the room :
fhe was touched both with grief and anger at
this filent infult, of which, however, fhe did
not then fufpect the caufe. It is, indeed, pro-
bable, that the father of MERCATOR would no
where have looked upon her with complacency ;
but as foon as he faw her companion, he recol-
leéted that fhe was the favourite miftrefs of an
old'courtier, and that this was the houfe in which
he kept her in great {plendor, though fhe had
been by turns a proftitute to. many others. It
happened that FLaviLLa, foon after this acci-
dent, difcovered: the .character of her new ac-
quaintance ; ‘and never remembered by whom
the had been feen in her company, without the
utmoft regret and apprehenfion.

SHE now refolved-to move in‘alefs circle, and,
with more circumfpection. In the mean time her
little boy, whom fhe fuckled, grew very faft ;
and it could no longer be known by his appear-

4 ance,
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ance, that he had been born too foon. His mo-
ther frequently gazed at him till her eyes over=
flowed with tears; and though her pleafures,
were now become domeflic, yet fhe feared left
that which had produced fhould deftroy them.
After fuch deliberation, fhe determined that the
would. conceal the child’s age from its father ;
believing it prudenttopreventa fufpicion, which,
however ill founded, it might be difficult to re-
move, as her juftification would depend wholly,
upon the teftimony of her dependants: ‘and her
mother’s and her own would neceffarily become
doubtful, when every one would have reafon to
conclude, that it would ftill have been the fame
fyppofing the.contrary to have been true..

SucH was the ftate of FLAVILLA’s mind, and
her little boy was fix months old, when Mer-
cATOR returned. She received: him with’ joy,
indeed, but it was mixed with a vifible confu=~
fion; ‘their meeting was more tender, but on
her part it was lefs cheerful ; the fmiled with in-
expreflible complacency, but at the fame time
the tears guthed from her eyes, and fhe was
feized with an univerfal tremor. MERCATOR
caught the infeCtion; and careffed firft his
Fravirra, and then his boy, with an excefs
of fondnefs:and delight that before he had never
exprefled. The fight of the child made him more
than ever with a reconciliation with his father;

12 and
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and having heard at his firft landing, that he'
was dangeroufly ill; he determined to go imme-
diately and attempt to fee:him, promifing that he
would return to fupper. He had,’in the midft
of his careffes, more than once inquired the age
of his fon, but the queftion had been always
evaded ; of which, however, he took no notice,
nor did it produce any fufpicion.

He was now hafting to enquire after his fa-
ther; but as he paffed through the hall, he was
officiouflylaid hold of by hislandlady. Hewas not
niuch difpofed to enquire how fhe had fulfilled
his charge ;' but perceiving by her looks that fhe
had fomething to communicate, which was at
leaft in*her own opinion of importance, he fuf-
fered her to take him into her parlour.. She im-
mediately fhut the door, and reminded him, that
fhe had undertaken an office with reluance
which he had prefled upon her; and that fthe had
done nothing in it to which he had not.bound her
by a promife ; that fhe was extremely forry to
communicate her difcoveries; but that he was a
worthy gentleman, and, indeed, ought to know
them. She then told him, ¢¢ that the child was
¢ born within lefs than eight months after his
¢¢.Jaft return from abroad; that it was faid 'to
¢ have come before its time, but that having
<¢ preffed to fee it the was refufed.” This, in-
deed, was true, and confirmed the good woman

in
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in her fufpicion ; for FLaviLLA, who had ftill
refented the freedom which the had taken in her
remontftrance, had kept her at a great diftance:
and the fervants, to gratify the miftrefs, treated
her with the utmoft infolence and contempt.

A thisrelation MERCATOR turned pale. He
now recolle€ted, that his queftion concerning the
child’s birth had been evaded ; and concluded,
that he had been thedding tears of tendernefs and
joy over a ftrumpet and a baftard, who had
robbed him of his patrimony, his honour, and his
peace. He ftarted up with the furious wildnefs
of fudden phrenzy ; but the with great difficulty
prevailed upon him not to leave the room. He
fat down and remained fome time motionlefs,
with his eyes fixed on the ground, and his hands
locked in each other. In proportion as he be-
lieved his wife to be guilty, his tendernefs for his
father revived; and he refolved, with yet greater
zeal, to profecute is purpofe of immediately at-
tempting a reconciliation.

I~ this ftate of confufion and diftrefs, he went
to the houfe; were he learned that his father
had died early in the morning, and that his rela-
tions were then affembled to read his will. FuL-
vIUS, a brother of MERCATOR’s mother, with
whom he had always been a favourite, happening
to pafs from one room to another, heard his
veice. He accofted him with great ardour of

I3 friendthip 3

\
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friendthip ; and, foothing him with expreflions
of condolence and affe&ion, infifted to introduce
him to the company. MERCATOR tacitly con-
fented : he was received at leaft with civility by
his brothers, and fitting down among them the
will was read. He feemed to liften like the reft ;
but was, indeed, mufing over the ftory which he
had juft heard, and loft in the fpeculation of his
own wretchednefs. He waked as from a dream,
when the voice of the perfon who had been read-
ing was fufpended ; and finding that he could no
donger contain himfelf, he ftarted up and would
have left the company.

‘Or the will which had been read before him,
he knew nothing : but his uncle believing that he
was moved with grief and refentment at the man=
ner in which he had been mentioned in it, and
the bequeflt only of a fhilling, took him into
another room ; and, to apologize for his father’s
unkindnefs, told him, that ¢ the refentment
¢ which he exprefled at his marriage, was every
¢ day increafed by the condu& of his wife,
¢ whofe character was now become notorioufly
¢ infamous ; for that fhe had been feen at the
¢¢ lodgings of a known proftitute, with whom
¢¢ the appeared to be well acquainted,”  This
aceount threw MERCATOR into another agony;
from which he was, however, at length recovered
by ‘his uncle, who, as the only expedient by

which
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which heiconld retrieve his misfortune and footh
his diftrefs, propofed that he fhould no more re-
turn to his ledgings, but go home with him; and
that he would himfelf take fuch meafures with his
wife, ag could fearce fail of inducing her to ac-
cepta feparate maintenanceyaffumeancther name,
and trouble him no more.. MERCATOR,!in the
bitt¢rnefs of his affliGtion; confented to, this pro~
pofal, and they 'went,away together.
+MERCATOR, ln, the mean time, was ex-
pected by FLaviLLa with the moft tender im-
patience. “She had put her little boy to bed, and
decorated a finall ‘rooth in which they had been
ufed'to fupby themfelves, and which fhe had fhut
up in his :abfence; fhe counted the moments as
they pafled, and liftened to every carriage and
every ftep that the heard. Suppernow was ready :
her impatience  was increafed ; terror was at
léngth mingled with_ regret, and her fondnefs
was ‘only ‘bufied to afflict der: ifhe withed, fhe
feared, 'fhe accufed, fhe apologized, and fhe
wept. In the height of thefe eager expe@ations
and this tender diftrefs, fhe received a billet
which MeErRcaTOR had been perfuaded by his
uncle to write, in which he upbraided her in'the
ftrongeft terms with abufing his confidence and
dithonouring his'bed ; ¢ of this,” he faid, * he
¢ had now obtained fufficient proof to do juftice
R T gy R {3
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¢¢ to himfelf, and that he was determined to fee
¢ her'no more.”

To thofe, ‘whofe hearts have not already ac-
quainted them™ 'with the agony which feized
Fravicra upon the fight ‘of ‘this billet, all at-
tempts to deferibe it would be not only ineffeual
but abfurd.. Having-pafled the night without
fleep, and the next day without food, difap-
pointed in every attempt to difcover what was
become of MERCATOR, and doubting if fhe
fhould have found him, whether it would be
poffible to convince him of her.jnnocence ; the
violent agitation of her mind produced a flow
fever, which, before fhe confidered it as a difeafe,
fhe communicated to the child while fhe cherifhed
it at her bofom, and wept over it as an orphan,
whofe life fhe was fuftaining with her own.

AFTER MERcATOR had been abfent about
ten days, his uncle, having perfuaded him toac-
company fome friends to'a:country-feat at the
diftance of near fixty miles, went to his.lodgings
in order to difcharge the rent, and try what
terms he could make with FLAviLLA, whom he
hoped to intimidate with threats of a profecution
and divorce ; but when he camé, he found. that
FraviLLA was finking very faft under her difeafe,
and that the child was dead already. The wo=
man of the houfe, into whofe hands fhe had juft
put her repeating watch and fome other orna-

ments
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ments as a fecurity for her rent, was fo touched
with her diftrefs, and fo firmly perfuaded of her
innocence by the manner in which fhe had ad-
drefled her, and the calm folemnity with which
the abfolved thofe by whom fhe had been
traduced, that as foon as fhe had difcovered FuL-
vius’s bufipefs, fhe threw herfelf on her knees,
and intreated, that if he knew where MERCATOR
was to be found, he would urge him to return,
that if poffible the life of FLAVILLA might be
preferved, and the happinefs of both be reftored
by her juftification. Fuvrvius, who ftill fuf-
peéted appearances, or at leaft was in doubt of
the caufe that had produced them, would not
difcover his nephew ; but after much entreaty
and expoftulation at laft engaged upon his honour
for the conveyance of a letter, - The woman,
as foon as fhe had obtained this promife, ran up
and communicated it to FLAviLLA ; who, when
fhe had recovered from the furprize and tumult
which it occafioned, was fupported in her bed,
and in about half an hour, after many efforts and
many intervals, wrote a thort billet; which was
fealed and put into the hands of FuLvius.
FuLvius immediately inclofed and difpatched
it by the poft, refolving that, in a queftion fo
doubtful and of fuch importance, he would no
farther interpofe. MERCATOR, who the moment
he caft his eyec upon the letter knew both the
{ Is hand
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hand and feal, after paufing a few moments in
fufpenfe, at length tore it open, and read thefe
words :
¢ 'Such has been my folly, that, perhaps, I
¢ fhould not be acquitted of guilt in any cir-
‘¢ cumftances, but thofe in which I write. I do
“ not, therefore, but for your fake, with them
<¢ other than they are. The dear infant, whofe
¢ birth has undone me, now lies dead at my
¢¢ fide, a vi¢tim to my indifcretion and your re-
¢ fentment. I am fcarce able to guide my pen.
<¢ But I moft earneftly entreat to fee you, that
¢ you may at leaft have the fatisfaction to hear
¢'me atteft my innocence with the laft figh,
¢t and feal our reconciliation on my lips while
¢¢ they are yet fenfible of the impreffion,”
MERCATOR, whom an earthquake would lefs
have affeéted than this letter, felt all his tender-
nefs revive in a moment, and réfleCted with un~
utterable anguifh upon the rathnefs of his re-
fentment. At the thought of *his diftance from
London, he ftarted as if he had felt a dagger in
his heart: he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, with
alook that exprefled at once an accufation of
‘himfelf, and a petition for her ; and then ruthing
out of the houfe, without taking leave of any,
or ordering a fervant to attend him, he took-poft
horfes at a neighbouring inn, and in lefs than
fix hours was in Leicefter-fields. But notwith-
ftanding



No. 12§. .THE ADVENTURER. 179

ftanding his fpeed, he arrived too late; Fra-
virLa had fuffered the laft agony, and her eyes
‘could behold him. n6 ‘more. ~ Grief and difap~
pointment, remorfe and defpair, now totally
fubverted his reafon. It became neceflary to
remove him by force from the body : and after
a confinement of two years in a mad-houfe, he
diced,

May' every -lady,” on whofe memory com-
paffion thall record thefe events, tremble to af-
fume the'levity of FLAVILLA; for, perhaps, it
is in the power of no man in° MERCATOR’s
circumfféi}cés, to be lefs ig:al.ou's than MEgr-
CATOR.

W16 . Nuys.,
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NuMs. 126, SATURDAY, Fanuary 19, 1754

e

Steriles nec legit arenas

Ut caneret pauns, me:_‘/' tque Im pulvere verum.
‘Lucan.

Canft thou believe the vaft eternal Mind

Was ¢’er to Syrts and Lybian fands confin’d ?

That he would chufe this wafte, this barren
ground,

To teach the thin inhabitants around, J

And leave his truth in wilds" and defarts
drown’d ?

HERE has always prevailed among that

part of mankind that addiét their minds
to fpeculation, a propenfity to talk much of the
delights of retirement ; and fome of the moft
pleafing compofitions produced in every age con-
tain defcriptions of the peace and happinefs of a
country life.

1 xNow not whether thofe who thus ambi-
tioufly repeat the praifes of folitude, have always
confidered, how much they depreciate mankind
by declaring, that whatever is excellent or defi-
rable is to be obtained by departing from them;
that the afliftance which we may derive from one
another, is not equivalent to the evils which we

have
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\
have to fear ; that'the kindnefs of a few is over-
balanced by the malice of many'; and that the
protection of fociety is too dearly purchafed, by
encountering its dangers and enduring its oppre('-
fions.

‘T HESE fpecious reprefentations of folitary hap-
pinefs, however opprobrious to human nature,
have fo far fpread their influence over the world,
that almoft every man delights his imagination
with the hopes of obtaining fome time an oppor-
tunity of retreat.  Many, indeed, who enjoy re-
treat only in imagination,content themfelves with
believing, that another year will tranfport them
to rural tranquillity, and die while they talk of
doing what, if they had lived longer, they would
never have done.  But many likewife there are,
either of greater refolution or more credulity,who
in earneft try the ftate which they have been
taught to think thus fecure from cares and dan-
gers; and retire to privacy, either that they may
improve their happinefs, increafe their know-
ledge, or exalt their virtue,

‘THE greater part of the admirers of folitude,
as of all other claffes of mankind, have no higher
or remoter view, than the prefent gratification of
their p.a{ﬁon's. Of thefe fome, haughty and im-
petuous, fly from fociety only becaufe they can-
not bear to repay to others the regard which
themfelves exat ; and think no ftate of life eli-

gible,
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gible, but that which places themout of the reach
of .cenfure or controul, and affords them oppor-
tunities of living in a perpetual compliance with
their own inclinations, without the neccflity of
regulating their adtions by any other man’s£on=
venience or opinion. - )

THERE are others of mmds more. ddxcate and
tender, eafily offended by, every deviation from
re&itude, foon difgufted by ignorance or imper-
tinence, and always expeting from the conver~
fation of mankind more elezance, purity, and
truth than the mingled mafs of life will eafily
afford. Such men are in hafte to retire from
groﬁ'nefs, falfhood, and brutality ;. and bope to
find in private habitations at leaft-a negative fe~
licity, an exemption from the fhocks and pertur-
bations with which public feenes.are continu-
ally diftrefling them.

To neither of thefe votaries will {ohtude afford
that contenty which fhe hasbeen taught folayith-
ly to promife. The man of arrogance will quicks
ly difcover, that by efcapmg from his opponents
he has loft hls flatterers, that greatnefs is nothing
where it is not feen, and power nothing whexe
it cannot be felt :- and he, whofe faculties are
employed in too clofe 2n obfervation of- failings
and defe&s, Wlll find his candition very lirtle
mended by transferrmg his attention from others
to himfelf; he will probably foon come back in

i queft,
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queft of new objeéts, and be glad to keep his
captioufnefs employed on any charafler rather,
than his own.

OrnERrs are feduced into folitude merely by
the authority of great names, and expe& to find
thofe charms in tranquillity which have allured
ftatefmen and conquerors to the fhades: thefe
likewife are apt to wonder at their difappoint-
ment, for want of confidering, that thofe whom
they afpire to imitate carried with them to their
country feats minds full fraught with fubjeéts of
refletion, the confcioufnefs of great merit, the
memory of illuftrious alions, the knowledge of
important events, and the feeds of mighty de-
figns to beripened by future meditation. Solitude
was to fuch men a releafe from fatigue, and an
opportunity of ufefulnefs. But what can retire-
mentconfer upon him, who having done nothing
can receive no fupport from his own importance,
who having known nothing can find no enter-
tainment in reviewing the paft, and who in-
tending nothing can form no hopes from pro-
{pe&s of the future: he can, furely, take no wi-
fer courfe than that of lofing himfelf again in
the crowd, and filling the vacuities of his, mind
with the news of the day.

OtTHERS confider folitude as the parent of
philofophy, and retire in expectation of greater
intimacies with {cience, as Numa repaired to the

groves
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groves when he conferred with EGERva. Thefe
men have  not always reafon to repent.  Some
ftudies require a continued profecution of the
fame train of thought, fuch as is too often inter-
rupted by the petty avocations of common life :
fometimes, likewife, it is neceflary, that a mul-
tiplicity of objects be at once prefent to the
mind ; and every thing, therefore, muft be kept
at a diftance, which may perplex the memory,
or diffipate the attention.

BuT though learning may be conferred by fo-
litude, its application muft be attained by ge-
neral converfe. ~ He has.learned to no purpofe,
that is not able to teach ; ‘and he will always
teach unfuccefsfully, who cannot recommend
his fentiments by his dition or addrefs.-

Even the acquifition of knowledge is often
much facilitated by the advantages of fociety: he
that never compares his notions with thofc of
others, readily acquiefces in' his firft thoughts,
and very feldom difcovers the objeftions which
may be raifed againft his opinions ; he, therefore,
‘often thinks himfelf in pofleffion of truth, when
he is only fondling anerror long finice exploded.
He that has neither companions nor rivals in his
ftudies, will always applaud his own' progrefs,
and think highly of his performances, becaufe he
knows not that others have equalled or excelled
him. AndIam afraid it may be added, that the

ftudent
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{tudent who withdraws himfelf from the world,
will foon feel that ardour extinguithed which
praife or emulation had enkindled, and take the
advantage of fecrefy to {leep, rather than to
labour.

THERE remains yet another fet of reclufes,
whofe intention intitles them to higher refpeét,
and whofe motives deferve a.more ferious confi-
deration.  Thefe retire from the world, not
merely to bafk in eafe or gratify curiofity ; but
that being difengaged from common cares, they
may employ more time in the duties of religion :
that they may regulate their ations with firi&ter
vigilance, and purify their thoughts by more
frequent meditation.

To men thus elevited above the mifts of mor-
tality, I am far from prefuming myfelf qualified
to give dire€tions,’ -On’ him that appears ¢ to
¢ pafs through thinigs temporary,™with no other
care than  not to lofe finally the things eternal,”
I look with fuch veneration- as inclines me to
approve his condué&t in' the 'whole, without a
minute examination of its part's,.yet I could
never forbear to wifh, that while vice is'every
day miultiplying feduecments; and ftalking forth
with more hardened effrontery, virtuewould not
withdraw the influence of her prefence, or for-
bear to ‘affert her’ natural dignity’ by open and

undaunted perfeverance in the right. Piety prac-
tifed
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tifed in folitude, ‘like the flower that blooms it
the defart, \may give its fragrance to the winds
of heaven, and delight thofe unbodied fpirits that
furvey the works of \G-O D and the ations of
men ; but it beftows no afliftance upon earthly
beings; and however frec from taints:of imputity,

yet-wants the:facred fplendor of beneficence.
Qur MAK ER, who, though he.gave us
fuch varieties of ‘temper and fuch difference of
powers, yet defigned us all for happinefs, un-
doubtedly .intended, that we fhould,obtain that
happinefs by different. means. . Some .are un-
able to refift ‘the temptations of importunity,
ar the impetuofity of their own paflions sincited
by the force of prefent temptatians : -of thefe it
is undoubtedly the duty to fly. from enemies
which they cannot conquer, and to cultivate, in
the calm of ;folitude, that virtue which -is too
terider to endure the tempefls. of ;public life.
But there are others, 'whofe paflions grow more
dtrong and irregular in privacy;; and who can-
not maintain an uniform tenor of virtue, but by
expofing their manners to the public eye and
affifting the admonitions of confcience: with the
fear of .infamy : for. fuch it is dangerous to ex-
clude all witnefles of their condud, till they have
formed ftrong habits of virtue, and  weakened
their paffions by frequent vitories, But there is
a higher order of men fo infpired with ardour,
and
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and fo fortified with refolution, that the world
pafles before them without influence or regard :
thefe ought to confider themfelves as appointed
the guardians of mankind : they are ‘placed in
an evil world, to exhibit public examples of
good life; and may be faid, when they withdraw
to folitude, to defert the ftation which Provi-
DENCE afligned them.

T
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Nums. 127. TUEsSDAY, Fanuary 22, 1754

e tter¢8 ita miratury laudatque | ———
. Hor.

The wits of old he praifes and admires.

¢ ¥ T is very remarkable,” fays AppI1son,
B that notwithftanding we fall thort at pre-
¢ fent of the ancients in poetry, painting, ora-
% tory, hiftory, archite@ure, and all the noble
¢¢ arts and {ciences which depend more upon ge-
¢ njus than experience ; we exceed them asmuch
¢ in doggerel, humour, burlefque, and 2ll the
¢ trivial arts of ridicule,” As this fine obfer~
vation ftands at prefent only in the form of a
general affertion, it deferves I think to be exa-

mined by a dedu@ion of  particulars, and “con-
firmed
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firmed by an allegation of examples, which may
furnifli an agreeable entertainment to thofe who
have ability and inclination to remark the revo-
lutions of human wit, :
THaT TAasso, ARI0sTO, and CAMOENS, the
threce moft celebrated of modern Eric PoETs,
are infinitely excelled in propriety of defign, of
fentiment and ftyle, by HorAcE and VIrGIL, it
would be ferious trifling to attempt to prove : but
MivrTon, perhaps, will not fo eafily refign his
claim to equality, if not to fuperiority. Let it,
howéver, be remembered, that if MiLTon be
enabled to difpute the prize with the great cham-
‘pions of antiquity, it is entirely owing to the
fublime ‘conceptions he has copied from THe
Book or GOD. Thefe, therefore, muft be
taken away, before we begin to make a juft efti-
mate of his genius ; and from what remains, it
cannot, I prefume, be faid, with candour and im-
p'u'tlahty, that he bas excelled HoMER, in the
fublimity and variety of his thoughts, or the

ftrength and majefty of his diction.
SHAKESPEARE, CorRNEILLE, and Racing,
are the only modern writers of TRAGEDY, that
we can venture to oppofe to EscryLus, Sopro-
cLES, and Euripipes.  The firft is an author
fo uncommon and eccentric, that we can fcarcely
try-him by dramatic rules. In flrokes of na-
ture and charaéter, he yields not to the Greeks :
in
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in all other circumftances that conflitute the ex-
cellence of the drama, he is vaftly inferior. Of
the three moderns, the moft faultlefs is the ten-
der and- exaét RAcINE : but he was ever ready
to acknowledge, that his capital beauties were
borrowed from his favourite EUR1RIDES : which,
indeed, cannat efcape the obfervation of "thofe
who read with attention his PuzprA and
ANDROMACHE, i The pompous and truly-Ro-
man fentiments of CorRNEILLE are chiefly drawn
from Lucan and Tacitus; the former of
whom, by a ftrange perverfion of tafte, he is
known to have preferred to Vircrr. His di&ion
is not fo pure and mellifluous, his charadters not
fo various and jufly nor his plots fo ‘regular, fo
interefting and fimple, as thofe of his pathetic
sival, It is by this fimplicity of fable alonc, when
every fingle at, and fcene, and fpeech, and fen-
timent and word, concur to accelerate the in-
tended event, that the Greek tragedies kept the
attention of the audience immoveably fixed upon
one principal obje, which muft be neceffarily
leflened, and the ends of the drama defeated,

by the mazes and intricacies of modern plots.
Tue aflertion of ADDISON with refpec to the
firft particular, _regardi'ng the higher kinds of
poetry, will remain unquelhonably true, till na~
ture in fome diftant age, for in the prefent enér-
vated with luxury fhe feems incapable of fuch
an
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an effort, thall produce fome tranfcendent genius,

of power to ecliple the IL1ap and the Eptrus.
Tue fuperiority of the’ ancient artifts in
PAINTING, is not perhaps fo clearly manifeft.
They were ignorant, it will 'be. faid, of light,
of fhade, and perfpeétive 5 and they had not the
ufe of oil colours, which are happily calculated
to blend and unite without harfhnefs and difcord-
ance, to give a boldnefs and relief to the figures,
and to form thofe middle: TEINTs which render
every well wrought piece a clofer refemblance of
nature. Judges of the trueft tafte do, however,
place the merit of colouring far below that of
juftnefs of . defign, . and force of expreffion. In
thefe two higheft and moft important excellen-
cies the aneient painters were eminently fkilled,
if we truft'the teftimonies of PrLiny, QuinTI-
LIAN, and LuciAaN ; and to credit them we are
obliged, if we would form to ourfelves any idea
of thefe artifts at all; for there is not one Grecian
picture remaining : and the Romans, fome few
of whofe works have defcended to this age, could
never boaft of a PARRHMASIUS or APELLEs,
a Zeuxis, TIMANTHES, or PROTOGENES, of
whofe performances the two accomplithed critics
above mentioned {peak in terms of rapture and
admiration. The flatues that have efcaped the
ravages of time,as the HERcuLEs and LaocooN
for inftance, are ftill a ftronger demonftration of
x the



No.'127. THE ADVENTU RER: 191

the power of the Grecian artifts. in exprefling the
paflions ; for what was executed in marble, we
have prefumptive evidence. to think; might alfo
have been executed in colours. CarroMaraT,
the laft valuable painter. of Italy, after copying
the head of the V EnUs in the Medicean colleGion
three hundred  times, generoufly confeffed, that
he could not arrive at half the grace and perfec-
tion of his model:, But to: fpeak my ‘opinion
freely on a very difputable point, I muft own,
that . if- the moderns approach the ancients in
any of the: arts here in queftion, they approach
them neareftin THE ArT oF PaINTING. The
human mind can with difficulty conceive, any
thing moreexalted, than ¢ TheLaft Judgment”
of MicHAEL ANGELO, and ** The Transfigu-~
¢¢ ration” of RapHAEL. What can be more ani-
mated than RAPHAEL’s ¢ PAuL preaching a¢
¢ Athens (” What more tender and delicate
than Mary holding the child Jesus, in his
famous *¢ Holy Family ?  What more graceful
than ¢ The AurRORA” of Guipo { What more
deeply moving than ¢ The Maflacre of  the In-

¢ nocents,” by LE BrRun?
But no'modern ORATOR can dare to enter
the lifts with DEMosTHENEs and TuLLy. We
- have difcourfes, indeed, that may be. admired
for their perfpicuity; purity, and elegance; but
can produce - none. that abound in a fublime
' which
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which whils away the auditor liké a mighty
torrent, and pierces the inmoft reccfles of his
heart like a flath of lightning ;’ which irrefiftibly
and inﬁahtaneouﬂy_"convinc'es, without leaving
him'leifure to weigh the motives of conviction.
The fermons of BOouRDALOIE, the funeral ora-
tions of BossUET, particularly- that on the death
of HENRIETTA, and the pleadings of PEL1ssON
for his difgraced patron FouQUET, are the only
pieces of eloquence I can recolle&t, that bear any
refemblance to the Greek or Roman orator ; for
in England we have been particularly unfortunate
in our attempts to be eloguent, whether in par-
liament, in the pulpit, or at the bar, « If it be
urged, that the nature of modern politics and
laws excludes the ‘pathetic: and the fublime, and
confines the fpeaker to a cold argumentative me-
thod, and a dull detail of proof and dry matters
of fa&; yet, furely, the RELIGION of the mo-
derns abounds'in’ topics fo incomparably noble
and exalted; as  might kindle the flames of ge-
nuine oratory in the moft frigid and barren ge-
nius : much more migh®&his fuccefs be reafonably
expefted from fuch geniufes as Britain can enu-
merate; yet no piece. of 'this: fort, worthy ap-
plaufe or notice, has ever yet appzared,

THE few, even among proféfled fcholars, that
are able to read the antient HIsTORTANS in their
inimitable originals; are ftartled at the paradox

of
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of BoLINGBROKE, who boldly prefers Guic-
CIARDINI to THUCYDIDES ; that is, the moft
verbofe and tedious to the moft comprehenfive
and concife of writers, and a colleGor of faéts
to one who was himfelf an eye-witnefs and a
principal allor in_the important ftory he relates.
And, indeed, it may well be prefumed, that the
ancient hiftories exceed the modern from this
fingle confideration, that the latter are com-
monly compiled by reclufe fcholars, unpraétifed
in bufinefs, war, and politics ; whilft the former
are many of them written by minifters, com-
manders, and princes themfelves. We have, in-
deed, a few flimy memoirs, particularly in a
neighbouring nation, written by perfons deeply
interefted in the tranfaltions they deferibe; but
thefe I imagine will not be compared to ¢¢ The
<¢ retreat of the ten thoufand” which XenoraoN
himfelf condu&ed and related, nor to ¢ The
¢¢ Gallic war” of Ca&sar, nor ¢ The precious
< fragments” of PoLYBIUs, which our modern
generals and minifters would not be difcredited
by diligently perufing, and making them the
models of their conduct as well as of their ftyle.
Are the refle&tions of MacHiavVEL fo fubtle and
refined as thofe of T'aciTus ? Are the portraits
of THUAxUS fo firong and cxpreflive as thofe
of SaLLusT and PLurTarch ] Are the narraticns
of Davirta fo lively and animated, or do his

Vou 1V. K fenti=
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fentiments breathe fuch a love of liberty and
virtue, as thofe of Livy and HEroDOTUS?
THE {upreme excellence of the ancient Ar-
CHITECTURE, the laft particular to be touched,
I fhall not enlarge upon, becaufe it has never
once been called in queftion, and becaufe it is
abundantly teftified by the awful ruins of amphi-
theatres, aquedu@s, arches, and columns, that
are the daily objets of veneration, .though not
of imitation. This art, it is obfervable, has
“never been improved in later ages in one fingle
inftance ; but every juft and legitimate edifice is
ftil] formed according to the five old eftablithed
orders, to which human wit has never been able
to add a fixth of equal fymmetry and ftrength.
SucH, therefore, are the triumphs of the
‘ANCIENTS, efpecially the GREEKs, over the
Monerns. They may, perhaps, be not un-
juftly afcribed to a genial climate, that gave fuch
2 happy temperament of body as was moft pro-
per to produce fine fenfations; to a language
moft harmonious, copious, and forcible ; to the
public encouragements and honours beftowed on
the cultivators of literature; to the emulation
excited among the gencrous youth, by exhibi-
tions of their performances at the folemn games ;
to an inattention to the arts of lucre and com-
merce, which engrofs and debafe the minds of
the moderns ; and abuve all, to an exemption
3 from
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from the neceflity of overloading their natural
faculties with learning andlanguages, with which
we in thefe later times are obliged to qualify our-
felves for writers, if we expect to be read,

It is faid by VoLTAIRE, with his ufual live-
linefs, ¢ 'We fhall never again behold the time,
¢ whena DUKE DELa ROCHEFOUCAULT might
¢ go from the converfation of a Pascar or
¢¢ ARNAULD, to the theatre of CORNEILLE.”
This refle&tion may be more juftly applied to the
ancients, and it may with much greater truth be
faid 5 ¢ The age will never again return, when
¢ 3 PERICLES, after walking with PLATO ina
¢¢ portico built by Pripras, and painted by
¢ APELLES, might repair to hear a pleading of
¢ DEMOSTHENES, or a tragedy of SopHOCLES.”

I sHALL next examine the other part of
ADDIsoN’s aflertion, that the moderns excel the
ancients in all the arts of RipicuLE, and affign
the reafons of this fuppofed excellence,

z

K 2 Nums.
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Ille  fi ng/frarﬁlm, hic dextrorfum abit 5 unus utrique
Error, fed variis illudit partibus, Hor.

When in a wood we leave the certain way,

One error fools us, tho” we various ftray,

Some to the left, and fome to t’other fide.
Francrs,

IT is common among all the claffes of man-

kind, to charge each other with trifling away
life : every man looks on the occupatnon or
amufement of his nelghbour, as fomething be-
Jow the d:gmty of our nature,” and unworthy of
.the attention of a rational being,

A maN who confiders the paucity of the wants
of nature, and who, being acquainted with the
various means by which all manual occupaticns
are now facilitated, obferves what numbers are
fupported by the labour of a few, would, in-
deed, be inclined to wonder, how the multi-
tudes who are exempted from the neceffity of
working either for themfelves or others, find
bufinefs to fill up the vacuities of life. . The
greater part of mankind neither card the fleece,
dig the mine, fell the wood, nor gather in the
harveft ; they neither tend herds, nor build
houfes; in what then are they employed ?

THis
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Tais is.certainly a queftion, which a diftant
prolpet of the world will not enable us to an~
{wer. We find all ranks and ages mingled toge-
ther in a tumultuous confufion, with hafte in
their motions, and eagernefs in their looks 3 but
what they have to purfue oravoid, 2 more minute
¢ fervation muft inform us.

. wWHEN we analyfe the crowd into individuals,
1™Moon appears thatthe paflions and imaginations
of men will not eafily {uffer them to be idle:
we fee things coveted merely becaufe they are
rare, and purfued becaufe they are fugitive ; we
{ee men confpire to fix an arbitrary value on that
which is worthlefs in itfclf, and then contend for
tha paffeflion.  One is a colle@or of foflils, of
which he knows no other ufe than to thew
them ; and when he has ftocked his own repo;
fitory, gricves that the ftones which he has left
behind him fhould be picked up by another.
The florift nurfes a tulip, and repines that his
rival’s beds enjoy the fame thowers and fun-thine
with his own. This man is hurrying to a con-
cert, only left others thould have heard the new
mufician before him ; another burfls from his
company to the play, becaufe he fancies himfelf
the patron of an atrefs ; fome fpend the morn-
ing in confultations with their taylor, and fome
in diretions to their cook ; fome are forming

K 3 partics
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parties for cards, and fome laying wagers at a
horfe-race.

IT cannot, T think, be denied, that fome of
thefe lives are paffed in tfifles, in occupations by
which the bufy' neither benefit themfelves nor
others, and by which no man could be longen-
gaged, who ferioufly confidered what he was
deing, or had knowledge enough’ to compare
what he is with what he might be made, How-
ever, as people who have the fame inclination -
generally flock together, every trifler is kept in
countenance by the fight of others as unpro-
fitably a&ive as himfelf; by Kindling the heat of
‘competition, he in time thinks himfelf import-
ant, and by having his mind iftenfely engaged;
he is f:cured from wearinefs of himfelf.

Some degree of felf-approbation is always the
reward of diligence; and I cannot, thercfore,
but confider the laborious cultivation of ‘petty
pleafures, as a more happy and more virtuous
difpofition, than that univerfal Contempt and
haughty negligence, which is fometimes affo-
ciated with powerful faculties, but is often
affumed by indolence when it difowns its name,
and afpires to the appellation of greatnefs *of
mind.

It his been long obferved, that drollery and
ridicule is the moft ealy kind of wit: let it be
added, that contempt and arrogance is the eafieft

philofophy.
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philofophy. To find fome objeftion to cvery
thing, and to diffolve in perpetual lazinefs under:
pretence that occafions are wanting to call forth
altivity, to laugh at thofe who are ridiculoufly
bufy without fetting an example of more rational
induftry, is no lefs in the power of the meaneft
than of the higheftintelle&s.

OvuR prefent ftate has placed us at once in
-fuch different relations, that every buman em-
. ployment, which is not a vifible and immediate
alt of goodnefs, will be in fome refpe& or other

fubje@ to contempt; but it is true, likewife,
that almoft every act, which is not direQly

YL L TS T . B Bt A ik
¢¢ window, two beings of ere&t form and amiable
¢ countenance, endowed with the powers of
<¢ reafon, able to clothe their thoughts in lan-
¢ guage, and convey their notions to each other.
<< “They rife early in the morning, and areevery
¢ day employed in rubbing two finooth ftones
«¢ together, or, in other terms, in poiithing
¢ marble.”
< IF lions could paint,” fays the fable, ¢ in
< the room of thofe pictures which exhibit men
<¢ yanquifhing lions, we fhould fee lions feed-
< ing upon men” If the ftonc-cutter could
have written like BRUYER E, what would he have
replied ?
K 4 <] Look
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<« 1 Look up,” fays he, ¢ every day from
my fhop, upon a man whom the idlers, who
fland ftill to gaze upon'ty work, often cele-
brate as a wit and a philofopher. Ioften per-
ceive his face clouded with care, and am told
thatkis taper is fometimes burning at midnight.
The fight of a man who works fo much
harder than myfelf, excited my curiofity. I
heard no found of tools in his apartment, and,
therefore, could not imagine what he was
doing; but was told at laft, that he was
writing defcriptions of mankind, who when
e ad daleribed them would live juft as they

-
-

(13

to change a fentence, becaufe the found of a
letter was too often repeated ; that he was
often difquieted with doubts, about the pro-
priety of a word which every body underftood ;
that he would hefitate between two expreffions
equally proper, till he could not fix his choice
but by confulting his friends ; that he will
run from one end of Paris to the other, for
an opportunity of reading a period to a nice
ear; that if a fingle line is heard with cold-
nefs and inattentidn, he returns home de-
je@ed and difconfolate ; and that by all this
care and labour, he hopes only to make a
little book, which atlaft will teach no ufeful
art, and which none who has it not will per-

¢ ceive
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¢¢ ceive himfelf to want. I have often wondered
¢ for what end fuch a being as this was fent into
¢ the world ; and fhould be glad to fee thofe
¢¢ who live thus foolifhly, feized by an order of
¢¢ the government, and obliged to labour at
¢ fome ufeful occupation.”

Tuus, by a partial and imperfe& reprefen-
tation, may every thing be made equally ridicu-
lous.  He that gazed with contempt on human
beings rubbing ftones together, might have pro-
longed the fame amufement by walking through
the city, and feeing others with looks of impor-
tance heaping one brick upon another ; or by
rambling in to the country, where he might ob-
ferve other creatures of the fame kind driving in
pieces of fharp iron into the clay, or, in the
language of men lefs enlightened, ploughing the
field.

As it is thus eafy by a detail of minute cir-
cumftances to make every thing little, fo it is
not difficult by an aggregation of effe@ts to make
every thing great. The polifher of marble may
be forming ornaments for the palaces of virtue,
and the fchools of fcience 3 of providing tables,
onwhich the aétions of heroes and the difcoverics
of fages fhall be recorded, for the incitement and
inftruction of future generations, =~ The mafon
is exercifing one of the principal arts by which
reafoning beings are diftinguithed from the brute,

" K35 the

~
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the art to which life owes much of its fafety and
all its conveniences, by which we are fecured
from the inclemency of the feafons, and fortified
againft the ravages of hoftility ; and the plough=
man is changing the face of nature, diffufing
plenty and happinefs over kingdoms, and com-
pelling the edrth to give food to herinhabitants,

GreaTness and littlenefs are terms merely
comparative ; and we err in our eftimation of
things, becaufe we meafure them by fome wrong
ftandard.  The trifler propofes to himfelf only
to equal or excel fome other trifler, and is happy
or miferable as he fucceeds or mifcarries : the
man of fedentary defire and unaétive ambition
fits comparing his power with his wifhes ; and
makes his inability to perform things impofiible,
an excufe to himfelf for performing nothing.
Man can only form a juft eftimate of his own
a&ions, by making his power the teft of his per-
formance, by comparing what he does with what
he can do. Whoever fteadily perfeveres in the
exertion of all his faculties, does what is great
with refpeé to himfelf ; and what will not be
defpifed by Him, who has given to all created
beings their different abilities : he faithfully per-
forms the tafk of life, within whatever limits
his labours may be confined, or how foon fo-
ever they may be forgotten,

We
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WE can conceive fo much more than we can
accomplifh, that whoever tries his own acions
by his imagination, may appear defpicable’in his
own eyes. He that defpifes for its littlenefs any
thing really ufeful, has no pretenfions to applaud
the grandeur of his conceptions ; fince nothing
but narrownefs of mind hinders him from feeing,
that by purfuing the fame principles every thing
limited will appear contemptible.

He that negles the care of his family, while
his benevolence expands itfelf in fcheming the
happinefs of imaginary kingdoms, might with
equal reafon fiton a throne dreaming of univerfal
empire, and of the diffufion of bleflings over all
the globe : yeteven this globe is little, compared
with the fyftem of matter within our view ; and.
that fyftem barely fomething more than non-
entity, compared with the boundlefs regions of
fpace, to which neither eye nor imagination can
extend.

From conceptions, therefore, of what we
might have been, and from withes to be what
we are not, conceptions that we know to be
foolifh, and wifhes which we feel to be vain,
we muft neceffarily defcend to the confideration
of what we are. We have powers very fcanty
in their utmoft extent, but whichin d:fferent men
are differently proportioned. Suitably to thefe
powers we have duties prefcribed, which we

K6 muft.
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muft neither decline for the fake of delighting
ourfelves with eafier amufements, nor overlook
in idle contemplation of greater excellence or
more extenfive comprehenfion.

Ix order to the right conduét of our lives, we
muft remember, that we are not born to pleafe
ourfelves.  He that ftudies fimply his own fatif-
fa&tion, will always find the proper bufinefs of
his ftation too hard or too eafy for him. But if
we bear continually in mind, our relation to
Tue FATHER or BEiNG, by whom we are
placed in the world, and who has allotted us
the part which we are to bear in the general fy-
ftem of life, we thall be eafily perfuaded to refign
our own inclinations to UNErRING WisDoM,
and do the work decreed for us with cheerfulnefs
and diligence.
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Nums. 129. TUESDAY, Fanuary 26, 1754.

Quicquid agunt homines, votum, timer, ira, vo-
luptas
Gaudia

——— Juv.

Whate’er excites our hatred, love or joy,
Or hope, or fear, thefe themes my mufe
employ.

To the ADVENTURER,

SIR, Bath, Dec. 29.

EONARDO pa Vinci, one of the moft

accomplithed mafters in the art of painting,
was accuftomed to delineate inftantly in his
pocket book every face in which he difcovered
any fingularity of air or feature. By this method
be obtained a vaft colle&tion of various counte-
nances ; and efcaped that barren uniformity and
refemblance, fo vifible in the generality of hiftory
pieces, that the fpe@ator is apt to imagine all the
figures are of one family.

As a moralift thould imitate this pradice, and
fketch charallers from the life, at the inftant in
which they ftrike him ; Tamufed myfelf yefterday
in the Pump-room, by contemplating the dif-
ferent conditions and charalters of the perfons
who were moving before me, and particularly

4 the
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the various motives that influenced them to-
eroud to this city.

APHRODISIUS, a young nobleman of great
hopes and large property, fell into a courfe. of
early debauchery at Weftminfter fchool, and at
the age of fixteen privately kept an abandoned
woman of the town, to whofe lodgings he ftole
in'the intervals of fchool-hours, and who foon
communicated to him a difeafe of peculiar power
to poifon the {prings of life, and prevent the ma-
turity of manhood. His body is enervated and
emaciated, his cheek yellow and bloodlefs, his
hand palfied, and his mind gloomy and deje@ed.
It being thought, however, abfolutely neceffary
for the welfare of his family that he fhould
marry, he has been betrothed, in this dreadful
condition, to a lady whofe beauty and vivacity
are-in their meridian: and his phyficians have
ordered him to thefe falutary waters to try if it
be poffible for him to recover a little health be-
fore the marriage is celebrated. Can we wonder
at the diminifhed race of half-formed animals,
that crawl about our ftreets in the fhape of men,
when matches fo uncqual and fo unnatural are
not only: permitted, but enjoined asa teft of filial *
duty, and the condition of parental favour :

Tnyalidique patrum referant jejunia nasi. Vire.
——From the faint embrace
Unmanly fons arife, a pupny race!

INERTIO
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INERTIO is 2 plump and healthy old bachelor,
a fenior fellow of a rich fociety 'in one of our
univerfities, whofe chief bufinefs in life is to ride
before dinner for a good appetite, and after it
for a good digeftion. Not only his fituation but
his tafte has determined him to continue in a
ftate of celibacy ; “¢for,” fays he, ¢ at prefent
¢¢ I can afford to drink port and keep a couple
¢ of geldings; but if I fhould rafhly encum-
*¢ ber myfelf with madam and her brats, I muft
¢¢ defcend to walk on foot and drink ale.” He
was much alarmed at miffing his regular annual
fit of the gout, and, on that account, having
waited for it with impatience and uneafinefs a
month longer than the expelted time, he hur~
ried to this city in hopes of acquiring it by the
efficacy of the waters. I found him yefterday
extremely deje&ted, and on my entering his
chamber, ¢¢Life,” faid he, ¢ is full of vexations
¢ and difappointments : what a dreadful acci-
¢¢ dent !” I imagined that fome fele@ed friend,
fome brother of his choice was dead, or that the
college-treafury was burnt : but he immediately
undeceived me by adding—1 was prefented
< with the fineft, the falteﬂ: collar of brawn, and
£C cxpe&ed it at dinnef this day: but the rafcally
¢’ carrier has conveyed it to 4 wrong place, fifty
¢ miles off, and before I can receive it, it will
¢ be abfolutely unfit for cating.”

-

i

Here
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HEerE likewife is the learned and ingenious
Crito. CRrrITo is a genius of a fuperior order,
who hath long inftrulted and entertained his
country by many incomparable works of litera-
ture and morality ; and who in a Grecian com-
monwealth would have had a ftatue eretted, and
have been maintained at the public expence;
but in this kingdom he has with great difficulty
gained a precarious competence, by inceflant
labour and application, Thefe uninterrupted
and unrewarded ftudies have at length impaired
his health and undermined a conftitution natu-
rally vigorous and happy : and as CriTo has
never been able to lay up a fum fufficient to pro-
cure him the afliftance which the debility of fick-
nefs and age require, he was obliged to infurc
his life, and borrow at exorbitant intereft a few
pounds to enable him to perform this journey
to Bath, which alone could reftore his health and
fpirits ; and now, as his money and credit are
exhaufted, he will be compelled to abandon this
place, when his cure is only half effeCted ; and
muft retire to languifh in a little Jodging in Lon-
don, while his readers and admirers content
themfelves with lamenting his diftrefs, and won-
dering how it comes to pafs that nothing has
been done for a man of fuch diftinguithed abilities
and integrity.

Docror



No.12¢g. THE ADVENTURER. . 209
DocTor PampER is poffeffed of three la'rge
ecclefiaftical preferments: his mot.ive for coming
hither is fomewhat fingular; it is, becaufe his
parithes cannot furnifh him with a fet of perf.ons
that are equal to him in the knowledge of whift ;
he is, therefore, neceffitated every feafon to f{et:
quent this place, where alone he can meet wit
gameflers that are worth contending with.
SPUMOSIUs, who is one of the livelieft of free-
thinkers, and had not been three. months at thz
Temple before he became irrefiftibly enamoure
of the beauty of virtue. He always carried a

SHAFTESBURY in his pocket, and ufed to read

. 2t walTanec tn laroe cirC}CS
at the coffee-houle ; hi¢ was of ‘opinion that for

purity and perfpicuity, elegance of ftyle, and force
of reafoning, the CHARACTERISTICS were jn-
comparable, and were models equally proper
for regulating our tafte and our morals. He difz
covered a delicate artificial connection in thefe
difcourfes, which to vulgar eyes appear to be
loofe and incoherent rhapfodies ; nay, he clearly
perceived, that each freatife depended on the fore-
going, and all together compofed one uniform
whole, and the nobleft fyftem of truth and virtue
that had been imparted to mankind, He quar-
relled irreconcilably with his deareft friend,
who happened to hint, that the ftyle was affeéted
and unharmonious, the metaphors far-fetched

, and
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and violent, and frequently coarfe and illiberal,
the arguments iniconclufive and unfair, theraillery
frigid and infipid, and totally different from the
Attic irony of SocraTES, which the author
prefumed to propofe for his pattern. Spumostus
always difdained to pradife virtue on the mean
and mercenary motives of reward and punifh-
ment ; and was convinced, that fo excellent 2
creature as man might be kept in order by the
filken cords of delicacy and decorum. He, there-
fore, frequently fneered at the. prieftly notions
of heaven and hell, ‘as fit only to be entertained
by vulgar and fordid minds. - But being lately

attacked: by a fevere diftemper, bhe betraved
fedrs THAt Wuis Xwe wveerp——"

nefs of his former profeflions 3 and terrified at
the approach of death, he had . recourfe to
various remedics, and is at laft ar.nved here, as
£ull of doubt as of difeafes but feeling more acute
pains in his mind than ¢an poflibly be infliGted on
his body. :

Mzr, Guri was latly 2 foap-boiler at
Chefter, but having accumulated 2 vaﬁ.fortunz
by trade, he is now refolved to be pollte;‘ a}l‘\.
enjoy his money with tafte. He'has l?roug t lxs
numerous family of aukward girls huhex:, only
becaufe he has heard that people of faﬂnorj, do
at this time of the year generally take a trip 0

i ds in
Baru: and for the fame reafon He inten Sthe
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the {pring to make a journey to PaRIs, and will,
I dare fay, commence virtuofo “on his return,
and be a profefled judge of drefs, piftures, and
furniture.

I musT not forget to inform you that we have
the company of Captain G AIRISH, a wit and 2
critic, who pretends he is perfe@ly acquainted
with the beft Writers of the age, and whofe opi-
nion on every new work is deemed decifive in
the Pump-room. The prefaces of DrRYDEN, and
the French critics, are the fources from which
his immenfe literature is derived. DACIER’S
Plutarch has enabled him to talk familiarly of

the moft celebrated Greeks and Romans, and
Bayw®’s Di&ionary finifhed him for a fcholar.

Sometimes he vouchfafes to think the ADVEN-
TURER tolerable ; but he gencrally exclaims,
¢« How grave and fententious ! Goed Heavens !
¢ what, more Greek ! This circumftance will
4 ruin the credit of the paper. - They will not
€ take my advice, for you muft know I am in-
€ timate with all the aathors of it; they are
¢ ten in number; and fome of them
“ But as I have been entrufted with their fecrets,
« T nitft difclofe no more. To tell you the
¢'trth, I have given them a'few effays myfelf,
¢ which'T have writtén for my amuftment upon
¢ guard.”.

Ir
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Ir thefe portraits, which are faithfully copied
from the life, fiould amufe you, I may perhaps
take an opportunity of adding to the collection,

I am,
Z

Mr. ADvENTURER, Yours,

PHiLoMEDES,

TR G g R e e g
Nums. 130, SATURDAY, February 2, 1754

.5’2!41' non gﬂ bodie. evac minue aptuc svit.
. MazrrT.,

The man will furely fail who dares delay,
And lofe to-morrow that has loft to-day.

T was faid by RALEIGH, when fome of his
friends lamented his confinement under a
fentenge of death which he knew not how foon
he mlght fuffer, ¢ that the world itfelf was
¢¢ only a larger prifon, out of which fome were
¢ every day fele&ed for execution.” That there
is a time when every man is ftruck with a fenfe
of this awful truth, I do not doubt; and, .per-
haps, a hafty fpeculatift would conclude, that
its influence would be ftronger in proportion as it
more



No. 130, THE ADVENTURER. 213

more frequently occurred ¢ but upon every mind
that is become familiar with calamity, calamity
lofes its force; and mifery grows lefsonly by its
continuance, becaufe thofe who have long fuf-
fered, lofe their fenfibility.

Ir he, who lies down at night in the vigour
and health of five-and-twenty, fhould rifein the
morning with the infirmities of four-fcore, it is
not improbable that he would fink under a fenfe
of his condition ; regret of enjoyments which
could never return, would preelude all that re-
mained, and the laft mournful effects of decay
would be haftencd and aggravated by anticipation.
But thofe who have been enfeebled by degrees,
who have been fhaken ten years by the palfey;
or crippled by the gout, frequently totter about
upon their crutches with an air of waggifh jocu-
larity, are always ready to entertain their com-
pany with a jeft, meet their acquaintance with
a toothlefs grin, and are the firft to toaft a young
beauty when they can fcarce lift the glafs to their
lips. Even criminals, who knew :that in the
morning they were to die, have often flept in
the night ; though very few of thofe who have
been committed for a capital offence, which they
knew would be eafily proved, have flept the
firft night after they were confined. Danger fo
‘fudden and fo imminent alarms, confounds, and
terrifies ; but aftef a time ftupor fupplies the want

of
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of fortitude; and as the evil approaches, it is
in effeét lefs terrible, except in the moment
when it arrives ; and then, indeed, it is common
to lament that infenfibility, which before perhaps
was voluntarily increafed by drunkennefs or dif~
fipation, by folitary intemperance or tumultuous
company.

THERE is fome reafon to believe, that ¢ this
¢¢ power of the world to come,” as it is exprefled
in the fublimity of Eaftern metaphor, is gene-
rally felt at the fame age. The dread of death
has feldom been found to intrude upon the cheer-
fulnefs, fimplicity, and innocence of children;
they gaze at.a funeral proceflion with as much
vacant curiofity as at any other fhew, and fee
the world change before them without the leaft
fenfe of their own fhare in the viciffitude, In
youth, when all the appetites are ftrong, and
every gratification is.heightened by novelty, the
mind refifts mournful imprefiions with a kind of
elaftic power, by which thefignature that is forced
upon it is.immediately effaced : .when this tu-
mult firfk fubfides, while the attachment to life
is yet-ftrong, and the mind begins to look for-
ward, and congertmeafures by which thofe en-
joyments /may be fecured which it is folicitous
to.keep, or others obtained to atone for the dif-
iappointments that are paft, then death flarts.up
like a fpeétre in all his terrors, the blood js

chilled
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chilled at his appearance, he is perceived to ap=~
proach with a conftant and irrefiftible pace, re-
treat is impoflible, and refiftance is vain.

‘T'HE terror and anguifh which this image pro-
duces whenever it firft ruthes upon the mind,
are always complicated with a fenfe of guilt and
remorfe; and generally produce fome hafty and
zealous purpofes of more uniform virtue and
more ardent devotion, of fomething that may fe-
cure us not onlyfrom the worm that never dies
and the fire that is not quenched, but from total
mortality, and admit hope to the regions beyond
the grave,

Tais purpofe is feldom wholly relinquifhed,
though it is not always executed with vigour and
perfeverance ; the refleCtion which produced it
often recurs, but it ftill recurs with lefs force ;
defire of immediate pleafure becomes predomi-
nant4 appetite is no Jonger reftrained ; and either
all attempts to fecure future happinefs are defer-
red ¢ to a more convenient feafon,” or fome
expedients are fought to render fenfuality and
virtue compatible, and to obtain every obje& of
hope without leflening the treafures of pefleffion.
Thus vice naturally becomes the difciple of infi-
delity 3 and the wretch who dares not afpire to
the heroic virtue of a CHRrR1sTIAN, liftens with
cagernefs to every objeétion againft the authority
of that law by which he is condemned, and la-

bours
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bours in vain to eftablifh another that will acquit
him : he forms many arguments to juftify natural
defires; helearns at length to impofe upon him-
felf ; and affents to principles which yet in his
heart he docs not believe; he thinks himfelf
convinced, that virtue muft be happinefs, and
then dreams that happinefs is virtue,

THESE frauds, though they would have been
impofiible in the hour of conviftion and terror,
are yet practifed with great eafe when it is paft,
and contribute very much to prevent its return.
It is, indeed, fcarce poffible, that it fhould re-
turn with the fame force, becaufe the power of
novelty is neceffarily exhaufted in the firft onfet,
Some incidents, however, there are, which re-
new the terror ; and they feldom fail to renew
the purpofe: uponthe death of a friend, a parent,
or a wife, the comforts and the confidence of
fophiftry are at an end; the moment that fuf-
-pends the influence of temptation, reftores ti:e
power of confcience, and at once rectifies the
underftanding. He, who has been labouring to
explain away thofe duties which he had not for-
titude to pralife, then fees the vanity of the at-
tempt 5 he regrets the time that is paft, and re-
folves to improve that which remains: but if the
firft purpofe of reformation has been ineffetual,
the fecond is feldom executed ; as the fenfe of
danger by which it is produced is not fo ftrong,

the
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the motive is lefs 3 and as the power of appetite
is increafed by habitual gratification, the oppofi-
tion is more : the new convi&ion wears off; the
duties are again negleéted as unneceflary which
are found to be unpleafant ; the lethargy of the
foul returns, and as the danger increafes fhe be-
comes lefs fufceptible of fear.

THus the dreadful condition of him, ¢ whe
¢¢ looks back after having put his hand to the
¢¢ plough,” may be refolved into natural caufes;
and it may be affirmed, upon mere philofophical
principles, that there is a call which is repeated
no more, and an apoftafy from which it js ex-
tremely difficult to return.

LET thofe who flill delay that which yet they
believe to be of eternal moment, remember, that
their motives to effedt it will fill grow weaker,
and the difficulty of the work perpetually increafe;
to neglect it now, therefore, is a pledge that it
will be neglefted for ever: and if they are roufed
by this thought, let them inftantly improve its
influence; for even this thought when it recurns,
will return with lefs power, and though it thould
roufe them now, will perhaps roufe them .no.
more. But let them not confide in fuch virtue
as can be praétifed without a ﬁrugg]c,‘and which
interdiéts the gratification of no paflion but ma-
lice ; nor adopts principles which could never be
believed at the only time when they could be

Vor. IV, L : ufcful ;
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‘ufeful; like arguments which men fometimes
Fform when they flumber, and the moment they
-awake difcover to be ablurd.

Lzt thofe who in the anguifh of an awakened
nﬂhd have regretted the paft, and refolved to
‘redeem it in the future, perfift invariably to do
whatever they then withed to have done. Let
this be gftablithed as a conftant rule of adion,
and oppofed to all the cavils of fophiftry and
denfey for this with will inevitably return when
it muft for ever: be ineffectual, at that awful
‘moment:when' ¢ the thadow of death fhall be
-¢¢ fretched over them, and that-night commence
¢¢ in which no man can work.”

: ****%********************

Nuwms. 131. TUESDAY, February §, 1754+

—

Mifee
Ergo aliguid noftris de moribus. Juv.

——

And mingle fomething of our times to pleafe.
y DRrYDEN Jun,

ONTENELLE, in his panegyric on Sir

X'’ IsaacNEwTON, clofes a long enumeration
of  that great philofopher’s virtues and attain-
“ ‘ments, ‘with an obfervation, that ¢¢ he was not
“ ¢ (iftinguifhed from other men, by any fingu-
o 'lariiy either natural or affected.”

g It
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. It is an eminent inftance of NevwTon’s fupes
riority to the reft of mankind,. that he was able
to feparate knowledge from thofe weaknefles by
which knowledge is generally difgraced ; that he
was able to excel in fcience and wifdom, with=
out; purchafiag them by the negle&t of little
things ; and that he ftood alone, merely becaufe
he had left the refk of mankind bghipd bim, not
becaufe he.deviated from the beatep . track.

W HOEVER, after the example of PLuTarcH,
fhould compare the lives of illuftrious men,
might fet:this, part of Newmon’s charadter to
view with: great advantage, by oppofing it te
‘that.of Bacon, perhaps the only man of }ater
ages, who has any pretenfions to difpute with
him the: palm of genius or fcience.

Bacon, after he had added to a long and
careful contemplation of almoft eyery other ob-
je& of knowledge a curiouis infpection into coms
‘mon life, and, after having furveyed nature as a
philofopher, had examined ¢ men’s bufinefs and
¢ bofoms” as a ftatefman; yet failed fo much
in the conduét ‘of domeftic affairs, that, in the
anoft lucrative jpoft.to which a great and wealthy
kmgdom could adyance him, he felt all the mi-
feries of ﬂlﬁrefs{gl Jpoverty,;:and committed all
the crimes towhich poverty incites. - Such: were
at once his negligence and rapacity, that, as it
is fald he would gain by unworthypractices that -
. » L2 money,



220 THE ADVENTURER. No. 131:

money, which, when fo acquired, his:fervants
might fteal from one end of the table, while he
fat ftudious and abftradted at the other.

As fcarcely any man has reached the excel:
lence, very few have funk to the weaknels of
Bacon: butalmoft all the ftudious tribe, as they
obtain any participation of his knowledge, 'feel
likewife fome contagion of'his defe@s ; and ob-
ftru& the vefieration which learning would pro-
cure, by follies greater or lefs to whnch only
learning could betray them.

It hasbeen formerly remarked by THE Guar-
DIAN, that the world punifhes with too great
feverity the error of thofe, who imagine that the
ignorance of little things may be compenfated by
the knowledge of great ; for fo itis, that as more
can deteé petty failings than can diftinguifh or
efteem great qualifications, and as mankind is
in general more eafily difpofed to cenfure than to
admiration, contempt is often incurred by flight
miftakes, which real virtue or ufefu]nefs cannot
counterbalance.

YEeT fuch miftakes ‘and inadvertencies, it is
not eafy for 2 man ‘deeply immerfed in ftudy to
avoid'; no ‘man ‘can’ become qualified for the
common intercoutfes of life, by private medita-
tion ; the manners of the world:are not a regular
fyftem; planned by philofophers upon fettled

principles, in which every cauf¢ hasa congruous
1 gt effedt,
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effe&t, and one part hds a juft reference to ano-
ther. Of the fathions prevalent in every country,
a few hdve arifen, perhaps, from particular tem=
peratures of the climate ; a few more from the
conflitution of the government ; but the greater
part have grown up by chance, been ftarted by
caprice, been contrived by affeQation, or bor-
rowed without any juft motives of choice from
other countries.

OF all thefe, the favage that hunts his prey
upon the mountains, and the fage that fpeculates
in his clofet, muft ne: v live in equal igno-
rance ; yet by the obfeivation fe trifles it is,
that the ranks of mankind are kept inorder, that
the addrefs of one to another is regulated, and
the general bufinefs of the world carried on with
facility and method.

THesk things, therefore, though fmall in
themfelves, 'become great by their frequency ;
and he very much: miftakes his own intereft,
who, ' to the unavoidable unfkilfulnefs of ab-
ftradtion and retirement, adds a voluntary ne-
gle& of common forms, and increafes the dif-
advantages of a ftudious courfe of life by an
arrogant contempt of thofe pra&tices, by which
others endeavour to gain favour and multiply
friendthips.

A REAL and interior difdain of fathion and
ceremony, is, indeed, not very often_to be found :

L3 much
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much the greater part of thofe, whe pretend to
laugh at foppery and formality, fecretly with to
have pofleffed thofe qualifications which  they
pretend to defpife; and becaufe they find it dif-
ficult to wath-away the tincture which they have
fo deeply imbibed, endeavour to harden them-
felves in a fullen approbation of their own co= |
loar. Neutrality is a ftate; into which the bufy
paffions of man cannot eafily fubfide ; and he
who is in danger of the pangs of envy, is gene-
rally forced to recreate’ his imagination: with an
effort of comfort.

SomE, however, ntay be found, who, fup-
ported by the confcioufnefs of great abilities and
clevated by a long courfe of reputation and ap-
plaufe, voluntarily confign themfelves to fingu-
larity, affeét to crofs the roads of life becaufe
they know that they thall not be juftled, and in- |
dulge a boundlefs gratification of will becaufe
they perceive that they thall be quietly obeyed.
Men of this kind are generally knéwn by the
name of HumouR1sTs, anappellation by which
he that has obtained it, and can be contented to
keep it is fet free at once from the fhackles of
fathion ; and can go in or out, fit or ftand, be
tdlkative or filent, gloomy or merryy advance
abfurdities or oppofe demonftration, without any
other reprehenfion from mankind, than that it
is
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" is his way, that he is an odd fellow, and muft be
let alone. 32

Tais feems to many, an cafy paflport through
the various factions of mankind ; and thofe en
whom it is beftowed, appear too frequently to
confider the patience with which their caprices
are fuffered as an undoubted evidence of their
own importance, of a genius to which fubmif-
fion is univerf(ally paid, and whofe irregularities
arc only confidered as confequences.of its vigour.
‘Thefe peculiarities, however, are always found
to fpot a charalter, though they may not totally
obfcure it ; and he who expects from mankind,
that they fhould give up eftablifhed cuftoms in
compliance with his fingle will, and exaQs that
deference, which he does not pay, may been-
dured, but can never be approved.

SINGULARITY is, I think, in its own nature
univerfally and invariably difpleafing. In what-
ever refpect a man differs from others, he muft
be confidered by them as either worfe or better:
by being better, it is well known that a man

ains admiration oftener than love, fince all ap-
probation of his prafticemuft neceflarily condemn
him that gives it; and though a man often pleafes
by inferierity, there are few who defire to give
fuch pleafure. Yet the truth is, that fingularity
is almoft always regarded as a brand of flight re=
proach ; and where it is affociated with acknow=
L4 ledged
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ledged merit, ferves as an abatement or an allay
of excellence, by which weak eyes are reconciled
to its luftre, and by which, though kindnefs is
not gained, at leaft envy is averted.

BuT let no man be in hafte to conclude his
own merit {o great or confpicuous, as to require
or juftify fingularity: it is as hazardous for a
moderate underftanding to ufurp the prerogatives
of genius, as for 2 common form to play over
the airs of uncontefted beauty, The pride of
men will not patiently endure to fee one, whofe
underftanding or attainments are but level with
their own, break the rules by which they have
confented to be bound, or forfake the direction
which they fubmiffively follow. All violation of
eftablifhed prattice implies in its own nature a
rejeCtion of the common opinion, a defiance of
common cenfure, and an appeal from general
laws to private judgment: he, therefore, who
differs from others without apparent advantage,
ought not to be angry if his arrogance is punithed
with ridicule; if thofe, whole example he fuper+
cilioufly overlooks, point him out to derifion, and
hoot him back again into the common road.

THE pride of fingularity is often exerted in
litele things, where right and wrong are inde-
terminable, and where, therefore, vanity is
without excufe. But there are occafions on
which it is noble to dare to ftand alone. To be

: . pious



No. 131« THE ADVENTURER. 225

pious among infidels, to be difinterefted in a
time of general venality, to lead a life of virtue
and reafon in the midft of fenfualifts, is a proof
of a mind intent on nobler things than the praife
or blame of men, of a foul fixed in the contem-
plation of the higheft good, and fuperior to the
tyranny of cuftom and example.

In moral and religious queftions only, a wife
man will hold no confultations with fathion,
becaufe thefe duties are conftant and immutable,
and depend not on the notions of men, but the
commands of HEAVEN: yet even of thefe, the
external mode is to be in fome meafure regulated
by the prevailing tafte of the age in which we
live ; for he is certainly no friend to virtue, who
negle&s to give it any lawful attration, or fuf-
fers it to deceive the eye or alienate the affec-
tions for want of innocent compliance with
fathionable decorations.

1 is yet remembered of the learned and pious
NEeLsoN, that he was remarkably elegant in his
manners, and {plendid in his drefs. He knew,
that the eminence of his chara&er drew many
eyes upon him ; and he was careful not to drive
the young or the gay away from religion, by re-
prefenting it as an enemy to any diftin&ion oren-
joyment in which human nature may innocently
delight.

L. ' =
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In this cenfure of fingularity, I have, there~
fore, mo intention to fubje& reafon or confcience
to cuftom or example.  To comply with the no-
tions and praltices of mankind is in fome de-
gree the duty of a focial being ; becaufe by com-
pliance only he can pleafe, and by pleafing only
he can become ufeful : but as the end is not to
be loft for the fake of the means, we are not to
give up virtue to complaifance ; for the end of
complaifance is only to gain the kindnefs of our
fellow-beings, whofe kindnefs is defirable only
as' inftrumental to happinefs, and happinefs muft
be always loft by departure from virtue.

T
’****ﬂs**9):***********************
Nums. 132. SATURDAY, February g, 1754.
s Ferimar per opaca locor uns, Vira.
~—Driv’n thro’ the paiﬁable obfcure,

ARAZAN, the merchant of Bagdat, was
eminent throughout all the Faft for his
avarice and his wealth : his origin was obfcure,
as that of the fpark which by the collifion of
fteel and adamant is ftruck out of darknefs; and
the patient labour of perfevering diligence alone
had made him rich, It was remembered, that
3 when
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when he was indigent he was thought to' be ge~
nerous ; and he was ftill acknowlediged ta be in~
exorably juft. - But whether in his dealings with
men he difcovered a perfidy which tempted him
to pur his truft in gold, or whether in proportion
as he accumulated wealth he difcovered his own
importance to increafe, ‘CARAZAN prized . it
more as he ufed it lefs ; he gradually loft the in=
clination to do good, as he acquired the power ;
and as the hand of time feattered fnow upon his
head; the: freezing influence extended to, his

bofom. 1
Byt though the'doorof CarAzAN was never
opened by hofpitality, ‘nor his hand by com-
paflion, yet fear led him conftantly to the mofque
at the flated hours of prayer ; he performed all
the rites of devotion with the moft fcrupulous
punctuality, and had thrice paid his vows at the
Temple of the ProPHET, That devotion which
arifes from the Love oF G O D, and necef-
farily includes the Love oF Mav, as it con-
nedts gratitude with beneficence, and exalts that
which was moral to divine, confers new dignity
upon goodnefs, and is the objeét not only of af»
fe&ion but reverence.  On the contrary, the de=
votion of the felfith, whether it be thought to
avert the punithment which every one withes to
be infliCted, or to infure it by the compllcatxon
of hypocrify with guilt, never fails to excite in=
L6 dignation
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dignation and abhorrence. CARAZ AN, therefore,
when he had lacked his door, and turning round
with a Jook of circumfpective fufpicion proceeded
to the mofque, was followed by every eye with
filent malignity; the poor fufpended their fup-
plication when he paffed by ; and though he
was known by every man, no man faluted
him;

SucH had Jong been the life of CaArRazAN,
and ‘fuch was the charaller which he had ac-
quired, when notice was given by proclamation,
that he was removed to a magnificent buildingin
the center of ‘the city, that his table thould be
fpread for the public, and that the ftranger thould
be, welcome to his bed, the multitude foon
rufhed 'like a torrent to his door, where they be-
held him diftributing bread to. the hungry and
apparel to the naked, his eye foftened with com-
paffion, and his cheek ‘glowing with delight.
‘Every one gazed with aftonithment at the pro~
digy ; “and the murnfur of innumerable voices in-
creafing like the found of appreaching thunder,
CARAzZAN beckoned with his hand ; attention
fufpended the temule in 2 moment, and he thus
gratified the curiofity which had procured him
audience.

To Him who touches the mountains and
they fmoke, THE ALMIGHTY and THE Most
Mp_hcuaux., be cverlafting honour ! he has or-

dained
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dained fleep to be the minifter of infiru&ion, and

. his vifions havereproved me in the night. As I
was fitting alone in my Haram, with my lamp
burning before me, computing the produ& of
my merchandize and exulting in the increafe of
my wealth, Ifell into a deep fleep, and the hand
of Him who dwells in the third heaven was
upon me. I beheld the Angel of death coming
forward like a whirlwind, and he fmote me be-
fore 1 could deprecate the blow. At the fame
moment I felt myfelf lifted from the ground, and
tranfported with aftonifhing rapidity through the
regions of the air. The earth was contrated
to an atom beneath ; and the ftars glowed round
me with a luftre that obfcured the fun. The gate
of PARADISE was now in fight ; and I was in-
tercepted by a fudden brightnefs which no human
eye could behold : the irrevocable fentence was
now to be pronounced ; my day of probation was
paft; and from theevil of my life nothing could
be taken away, nor could any thing be added to
the good. When I reflefted that my lot for
eternity was caft, which not all the powers of
nature could reverfe, my confidence totally for-
fook me ; and while I flood tremblingand filent,
covered with confufion and chilled with horror,
I was thus addrefled by the radiance that flamed
before me. 1 )

¢« CARAzZAN,
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« CaRAzAN, thy worfhip has not been ac-
« cepted, becaufe it was not prompted by Love
¢< or Gop.: neither can thy righteoufnefs be re-
¢¢ warded, becaufe it was not produced by Love
¢ or Man: for thy own fake only haft thou
¢ rendered to every man his due ; and thou haft
<¢ approached the ALMIGHTY only for thy-
¢ felf, Thou haft not looked up with gratitude
¢ nor round thee with kindnefs. Arourd thee,
<¢ thou haft indced, beheld vice and folly ; but
if vice and folly could juftify thy parfimony,
would they not condemn the bounty of
Heaven? If not upon the foolith ‘and thé
vicious, where thall the fun diffufe his light,
or the clouds diftil their dew ? Where fhall -
the lips of the fpring breathe fragrance, or
the hand of autumn diffufe plenty ? Remem-
ber, CarAzAWN, that thou haft fhut com-
paflion from'thine heart, and grafped thy trea-
fures with a hand of iron: thou haft lived
for thyfelf ; and therefore, henceforth for
ever thou fhalt fubfift alone, From the light
of heaven, and from the fociety of all beings,
fhalt thou be driven; folitude thall protract
the lingering hours of eternity, and darknefs
¢ aggravate the horrors of defpair.” At this
moment [ was driven by fome fecret and jr-
refiftible power through the glowing fyftem of
creation, and gaﬂ'cd innumecrable worlds in a mo-
e ment.
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ment. As I approached the verge of nature, I
perceived the fhadows of total and boundlefs va=
cuity deepen before me, a dreadful region of eter-
nal filence, folitude, and darknefs ! Unutterable
horror feized me at the profpeét, and this excla-
mation burft from me with all the vehemence of
defire: <O that I had been doomed for ever
¢ to the common receptacle of impenitence and
guilt | there fociety would have alleviated the
torment of defpair, and the rage of fire could
¢ not have excluded the comfort of light, Or if
¢¢ 1 had been condemned to refide in a cemet,
that would return but once in a thoufand years
¢ to the regions of light and life; the hope of
¢ thefe periods, however diftant, would cheer
¢ men in the dread interval of cold and darknefs,
¢ and the viciffitude would divide eternity into
¢ time.” While this thought pafled over my
mind, Iloft fight of the remoteft ftar, and the laft
glimmering of light was quenched in utter dark-
nefs. ‘The agonies of defpairevery moment ind
creafed, as every moment augmented my diftance
from the laft habitable world. I reflefted with
intolerableanguith, that when ten thoufand thou-
fand years had carried me beyond the reach of
21l but that PowEer who fills infinitude, I hould
fill look forward intoan immenfe abyfs of dark-
nefs, through which I fhould ftill drive without
fuccour and without fociety, farther and far{t{l:l]e}r
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ftill, for ever and for ever, | I then ftretched out
my hand towards the regions of exiftence, with
an emotion that awaked ‘me:' "Thus have I
been taught to eftimate focicty, like every other
blefling, by itslofs. = My heart is warmed to li~
berality ; and I am zealous to communicate the
happinefs which I feel, to thofe from whom it is
derived; for the 'fociety of one wretch, whom
in the pride of profperity I would have fpurned
from my door, would, in the dreadful folitude to
which I was condemned, have been more highly
prized than the gold of Afric, or the gems of
Golconda.

AT this refle@ion upon hisdream, CarazAN
became fuddenly filent, and looked upward in
ecftafy of gratitude and devotion. The mul-
titude were ftruck at once with the precept and
example; and the CALIPH, to whom the event
was related, that he might be liberal beyond the
power of gold, commanded it to be recorded for
the benefit of pofterity,

Nums,
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Nums. 133. TUEsDAY, February 12, 3754

As noftri proavi Plautines & numeros et
Laudaveres fales; nimium paiienter utrumque,
Ne dicam flult?, mirati 5 fi mods ego & wos
Scimus inurbanum lepids feponere dicto, Hor.

¢ And yet our fires with joy could Plautushear;
¢ Gay were hisjefts, his numbers charin’d their
“Syear.”

Let me not fay too lavifhly they prais’d

But furetheirjudgment was full cheaply pleas’d,
If you or I with tafte are haply bleft,

To know a clownifh from a courtly jeft.

Frawcis.

HE fondnefsI have fo frequently manifefted
for the ancients, has not fo far blinded my
judgment, as to render me unable to difcern or
unwilling to acknowledge the fuperiority of the
moderns, in pieces of HuMour and RipicuLE.
I fhall, therefore, confirm the general aflertion
of Appison, part of which hath already been
examined.

CoMmEDY, SATIRE, and BURLESQUE, being
the three chief branches of ridicule, it is necef-
fary for us to compare together the moft admired
performances of the ancients and moderns in
thefe three kinds of writing,. to qualify us juftly

to
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to cenfure or commend, as the beauties or ble-
mifhes of each party may deferve.

As ARISTOPHANEs wrote to pleafe the mul-
titude, at a time when the licentioufne(s of the
Athenians was boundlefs, his pleafantries are
coarfe and unpolite, his charaters extravagantly
forced, and diftorted with unnatural defcrmity,
like the monftrous caricaturas of CarroT. He
is full of the grofeft obfcenity, iadecency, and
inurbanity ; and as the populace always delight
to hear their fuperiors abufed and mifreprefented
he fcatters the rankeft calumnies on the wifeftand
worthieft perfonages of his country. His ftyle is
.unequal, occafioned by a frequent introdu@ion
of parodies on SorrocLEs and Evripines, * It
is, however, certain, that he abounds in artful
allufions to the ftate.of Athensat the.time when
he wrote ; and, perhaps, he is more valuable,
confidered as a political fatirift, than a writer oE
comedy.

PLAUTUS has adulterated a rich vein of genu-
ine witand humour, with a mixture of the bafeft
buffoonry. . No writer feems to have been born
with a more forcible or more fertile genius for
comedy. He has drawn fome charaéters with
incomparable fpirit : we are indebted to him for
the firft good mifer, and for that worn-out cha-
rater among the Romans, a boaftful Turaso.
But his love deocne;ates into lewdnefs ; and his

JE“S
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jefts are infupportably low and illiberal, and fit
only for ¢ the dregs of RoMuLus” to ufe and to
hear ;. he has furnifhed examples of every fpecies
of true ‘and falfe wit, even down to.a quibble
and a pun, PLAUTUS lived in an age when
the Romans were but juft emerging into polite~
nefs 3 and I cannot forbear thinking, that if
he had been referved for the age of AugusTus,
he would have produced more perfect plays than
even, the elegant difciple of M ENANDER.
DEevricacy, fweetnefs, and correénefs, are
the chara&eriftics of TEerencEe. :His polite
images ‘are all reprefented in the moft clear and
perfpicuous expreflion ; but his chara&ers are too
general and uniform, nor are they marked with
thofe difcriminating peculiarities that diftinguifh
one man from another ; there is a tedious and
difgufting famenefs of incidents in his plots,
which, as hath been obferved in a former paper,
are too complicated and intricate. It may be
added, that he fuperabounds in foliloquies; and
that nothing can be more inartificial or impro-
per, than the manner in which he hath intro-
duced them. 3
To thefe three celebrated ancients I venture
to. oppofe fingly the matchlefs MoLi®RE, as the
moft confummate mafter of eamedy that former
or later ages have produced. He was not con~
tent with painting obvious and common charac-
ters,
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ters, but fet himfelf clofely to examine the num-
berlefs varieties of human nature: he foon dif-
covered every difference, however minute ; and
by a proper management could make it ftriking :
his portraits, therefore, though they appear to be
new, are yet difcovered to be juft. The TAR-
TUFFE and the MIsANTROPE are the moft fin-
gular, and'yet, perhaps, the moft proper and
perfe@ charaters that comedy can reprefent;
and his M1sER excels that of any other nation.
He feems to have hit upon the true nature.of co-
medy ; which is, to exhibit one fingular and unfa-
miliar charaéer, by fuch a feries of incidents as
may beft contribute to fhew its fingularities. . All
the circumftances'in the MisANTROPE-tend to
manifeft the peevifh and captious difguft of the
hero; all the circumftances in thée TARTUFFE
are calculated to thew the treachery of an accom-
plithed hypocrite. . I ‘am forry that no'Englifly
writer of. comedy can be produced as a rival to
MorierE : although it muft be confefled, that
FALsTAFF and MoROSE are two admirable chat
ralters, excellently fupported and difplayed; for
SHAKESPEARE has contrived all theincidents to
illuftrate the gluttony, leiwdnefs, cowardice, and
boaftfulnefs of the fat old knight : and Jonson
has' with ‘equal art difplayed the oddity of a
whimfical humourift, who could endure no kind
of noife, :

WiLL
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‘WiLL it be deemed a paradox to affert, that
CoNGREVE’s dramatic perfons have no ftriking
and natural charaQeriftic ? His FoNDLEWIFE
and FoRESIGHT are but faint portraits of com-
mon chara&ters, and BEN is a forced and unnatu-
ral caricatura. His plays appear not to be legiti-
mate comedies, but ftrings of repartees and fallies
of wit, the moft poignant and polite, indeed, but
unnatural'and ill placed. | The trite and trivial
chara&er of a fop hath firangely engroffed the
Englifh flage, and given an infipid fimilarity to
our beft comic pieces: originals can never be
wanting in fuch a kingdom as this, where each
man follows his natural inclinations and propen-
fities, if our writers would really contemplate
nature, and endeavour to open thofe mines of
humour which have been fo ‘Jong and fo unac-
countably negleéted.

Ir - we proceed. to confider the.SATIRISTS of
antiquity, I fhall not fcruple to prefer BoiLeau
and PoPE to HorAcE and JuvENAL; the ar-
rows of whofe ridicule are more fharp, in pro-
portion as they are more polithed. -That re-
formers fhould abound in obfcenities, as is the
cafe- of the two Roman poets, is furely aniim-
propriety of the moft extraordinary kind ; the
courtly Hor AcE alfo fometimes finks into mean
.and farcical abufe, as in the firft lines of the
feventh fatire of the firft book ; but BoiLeau

4 and
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and PopE have given totheirSATIRE theCEsTUs
of VeExus: their ridicule is concealed'and ob-
lique; that of “the Romans’ direct and open.
‘The tenth fatire of BoTLEAY on women is
more bitter, and more decent and elegant, than
the fixth of JuvENaL on the fame fubject ; and
Porg’s epiftle to Mrs. BLouNT far excels them
‘both, in the artfilnefs and delicacy with which
it touches female foibles: I'may add; that the
imitations of HoRACE by PoPE, and of Juve-
~aL by JorNson, are preferableto their originals
in the appofitenefs of their examples, ‘and in the
poignancyof their ridicule; * Above all, the Ly
-rriN; the Rare oF TuE Lock; the Dispen-
sARY, and the Dunerap; ‘cannot be paral-
lelled by any works that the wittieft of the an-
cients can boaft of + for'by affuming the form of
the epopea, they have acquired a dignity and
“gracefulnefs, .which all fatires delivered rmerely
in the poet’s own perfon muft want, and with
-which the: fatirifts 'of antiquity were wholly un-
-acquainted ; for the BATRACHOMUOMACHIA of
HoMmER cannot be wconflidered as the model of

thefe admirable pieces.
' Luc1Aw is the greateft mafter of BuRLEsSQUE
among the ancients: bat the travelsof GULLIVER,
though indeed evidently copied from his TRUE
HisTory, do as evidently excel it. - Lucian
fets out with informing his rcaders, that heisin
jefty
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jeft, and intends to ridicule fome of the incre-
dible floriesin CTEs1as and HERoDOTUS : this
introduction furely cnfeebleshis fatire, and defeats
his purpofe. The true hiftory confifts only of
the moft wild, monftrous, and miraculous per-
{ansand accidents: GULLIVER has a concealed
meaning; and his dwarfs and giants convey
tacitly fome moral or political inftruéion. The
Cuarav, or the Profped (¢mioxomovyres), one of
the dialogues of Lucian, has likewife given oc-
«cafion to that agreeable French fatire, entitled,
¢ Lie DiasrLe BoiTeux,” or ¢ The Lame
¢ Devil ;> which has highly improved on its
original. by a greater. variety of charaQers and
«defcriptions, lively remarks, and interefting ad-
ventures.. So if a parallel be drawn between
Lvucian-and CERVANTES, the ancient will ftill
appear to difadvantage : the burlefque of Lucian
principally confifts in making his gods and phi-
lofophers fpeak and ac like the meaneft of the
people; that of CERVANTES arifes from the
folemn and important air with which the moft
idle and ridiculous a&tions are related ; and is,
therefore, much more firiking and forcible, Ina
word, DoN QUIxoTE, and its copy HupigrAs,
the SPLENDID SHILLING, the ADVENTURES
oF GiL Bras, the TaLE oF a Tus, and the
REHEARSAL, are pieces of humour which an-
tiquity cannot equal, much lefs excel.

THEO-
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THeEoPHRASTUS muft yield to LA BRUYERE
for his intimate knowledge of human nature;
and the Athenians never produced a writer whofe
humour was fo cxquifite as that of ADDISON,
or who delineated and fupported a charater
with fo much nature and true pleafantry as that
of SirRoGER DE CoverLy. It ought, indeed,
to be remembered, that every fpecies of wit
written in diftant times and in dead languages,
appears with many difadvantages to prefent read-
ers, from their ignorance of the manners and
cuftoms alluded to and expofed ; but thegroflnefs,
the rudenefs, and indelicacy of the ancients will,
notwithftanding, fufficiently appear, even from
the fentiments of fuch critics as CiceEro and
‘QUINTILIAN, who mention corporal defects and
deformities as proper objeéts of raillery.

IF it be now afked, to what can we afcribe
this fuperiority of the moderns in all the fpecies
of Riprcure? T anfwer, to the improved ftate
of converfation. The great geniufes of Greece
and Rome were formed during the times of a
republican government : and though it be cer-
tain, as LonNGinus afferts, that democracies are
the nurferies of true fublimity ; yet monarchies
and courts are more productive of politenefs.
‘The arts of civility, and the decencies of con-
verfation, as they unite men more clofely, and
bring them more frequently together, multiply

opportunities
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opportunities of obfervm'r thofc incongruities
and abfurdities of bchavxoux‘ on' ‘which" Rmx- :
cULE is founded, The ancients had more L1~

BERTY and SERIOUSNESS; 5 ‘the modcms have *
more Luxury and LAUGHTER. Fiimd

i
AR R R

NuMe. 133 SATURDAY, Flruary 16, 17540

Virtutibus obffat

Res angufia domi. JuvENaL;
Rarely. they rife by virtue’s aid, who lie
Plung’d in the depth of helplefs poverty,
Drypex,

To the ADYENTURER,

SIR,

S I was informed by your bookfeller, upon
whom I called a few days ago to make 2
{mall purchafe for my daughter, that your whole
work would be comprized in one hundred and
forty papers, I can no longer delay to fend you
the account of her life, which I gave you fome
reafon to expet when [related my own™, This
account fhe gave in that dreadful night, the re-
membrance of which ftill freezes me with horror;
* Nums, LXXXVI,
Vor. 1V, M the
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thg mgh(m which Lhad hired her as a proftitute, . -
and could, not, have been deterred from .- inceft,
but by an event fo extraordinary that it was al-
moft miraculous. I have, indeed, frequently
attempted to relate .a ftory which I can never.
forget, but I was always diffatisfied with my own
expreflions; nor could I ever produce in writing
a narrative which. appeared equal. to the aﬂ'e&
that'it wrought upon my mind when I heard it.
1 have, therefore, prevailed upon the dear injured
glﬂ to relate it in her own words, whlch I (hall
faithfully tranfcribe. { 4

Tae firft fituation that I remember was in‘a
cellar ; wherc, I fuppofey: I had been placed by
the panﬂ‘l officers with 2 woman:'who' kept. a
little: dairy. I\/Iy nurfe was obliged to be often
abroad, and I was then left to the care of a girl,
who was juftold-enough to lug me ‘about in her
arms, and who, like other pretty creatures in
office, knew.not how to thew ber authority.but
by the abufe of it. Such was my dread of her
power and refentment, that I fuffered almoft
whatever fhe inflicted, without complaint; and
when I.was fcarcely four years old, had learnt
fo far to furmount the fenfe of pain and fupprefs
my paffions, that I have been pinched black-and
blue without wincing, ,and patiently fuffered ber
to lmpute to me many trivial mifchiefs which

her
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her' own' perverfenefs or ' careleffnefs "had pro-
duced.

T'uis fituation, however, was not without jts
advantages; for inftead of a hard cruft and fmall
beer, which would probably have been the prin-
cipal part of my fubfiftence if I had been placed
with a perfon of the fame rank, but of a different
employment, I'had always plénty of milk;
which, though it had been fkimmed for cream,
was not four, and which indeed was wholfome

“food 5 upon which I throve very faft, and was
taken notice of by every body, for the frethnefs
of my looks, and the clearnefs of my fkin.

ALMOST as foon as I could fpeak plain, T was
fent to the parifh fchool to learn to read; and
thought myfelf as fine in my blue gown and
badge, as a court beauty‘in a birth-night fuit.
T'he miftrefs of the fchool was the widow of a
clergyman, ‘whom I have often heard her men-
tiort ‘with tears, though he had been long dead
whén I firft came under her tuition, and left her
in fuch circumftances as made her fohcut an em-
ployment, of which before fhe would have
dredded the ]abour, and fcorned the meannefs.
She*'had ‘becn very ‘genteelly educated, and had
acqu:red a general’ knbwledoe of Titerature after
herinartidge’; “the communication of which en-
live'ncd.'the‘ir hours of retirement, and afforded
fuch a fubject of converfation, as added to every

M 2 other



244, . THE ADVENTURER. No.134.

other enjoyment the plealuresof beneficence and
gratitude.

THERE was fomething in her manner, which
won my affe@tion and commanded my reverence,
1 found her a perfon very different from my
nurfe ; and I watched her looks with fuch ardour
and attention, that I was foemetimes:able, young
as [ was, to anticipate her commands. It was na-
tural that fhe thould love the virtue which fhe had
produced, nor was it incongruous that the thould
reward it. I perccived with inexpreflible delight,
that fhe treated me with peculiar tendernefs ; and
when I was about eight years old, the offered to
take my education wholly upon herfelf, without
putting the parifh to any farther charge for my
maintenance,  Her offer was readily accepted,
my nurfe was dlfcharged and I was taken home
to my miftrefs, who called me her little maid,
a name which I was ambitious to deferve, becaufe
" fhe did not, like a tyrant, exalt my obedience as
a flave, but like a parent invited me to the duty
of a child. As our family confifted only of my
miftre(s and myfelf, except fometimes a chair-
woman, we were always alone in the intervals
of bufincfs; and the good matron amufed herfelf
by inftruéting me, not only in reading, writing;
and the firft rules of arithmetic, but in various
kinds of nesdlework ; and what was yet of more

moment,
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moment,’in the principles of virtue and fcligion,
which in her life appearéd fo be fo amiable, that
1 wanted neither example nor motive. 'She gave
me alfo fome general notions of the decorum
pradtifed among perfons of a higher clafs 3 and [
‘was thus acquainted, while I was yet a child,
and in an obfcure ftation, with fome rudiments

of good breeding. _ v
Berore Iwas fifteen, I began to aflift my be-
nefa8refs in her employment, and by fome plain-
work which fhe had procured me, I furnifhed
myfelf with decent cloaths. By an infenfible and
fpontaneous imitation of her manner, I had ac-
quired fuch a carriage, as gained me more re=-
Apeét in a yard-wide ftuff, than is often paid by

. ftrangers to an upper fervant in a rich filk.

Sucnu was now the fimplicity and innocence
of my life, that I had fcarce a with unfatisfied ;
and I often refleCted upon my own happinefs with
a fenfe of gratitude that increafed it. But alas !
this felicity was fcarce fooner enjoyed than loft:
the good matron, who was in the moft endearing
fenfe my parent and my friend, was feized with
a fever, which in a few days put an end to her
life, and left me alone in the world without al-
Jiance or protection, overwhelmed with grief
and diftraCted with anxiety. The world, indeed,
was before me ; but I trembled to enter it alone,
I knew no art by which I could fubfit myfelf;
M3 and
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and I was unwilling to be condemned to a flate
of fervitude, in which no fuch art could ‘be
learned. 1,; therefore applied again to'the officers
of the parifh, who, as: a teflimony of refpe&:to
my patronefs,. condefcended ftill to confider me
as:their charge, ‘and with the ufual fum bound
me apprentice toa mantua-maker ; whofe bufinefs,
of which, indeed, fhe had but little, was among
perfons that were fomething below the middle
clafs, and who, as I verily believe, had applied.to
the churchwardens for an apprentice, only that
. the might filence 2 number of petty duns, and
_-obtain new credit with the money that is given
_-as a confideration for neceffary cloaths.

THE dwelling of my new miftrefs .was two
back roomsin adirty ftreet near the Seven Dials,
«She received me, however, with great appear~
ance of kindnefs ; we breakfafted, dined, and fup~
ped together ; and though I could not but regret
the alteration of :my condition, yet I comforted
s myfelf with refleing, that in a few years'I
‘thould be miftrefs of a trade by which T might
become independent, and live in a manner more
agreeable to my inclinations, But my indentures
were no fooner ‘figned, than 1 fuffered a.new
ichange of fortune. - The. firft ftep my miftrefs
took .was to-turn away her maid, a poor flave
.who was covered only with rags and dirt, and
:whofe ill: qua lities I foohfh]y thought ‘were the
tos only



"No 134, ‘THE ADVENTURER. 247
only caufe’of her il tredtment, T was'riow com=

bipelled to light fires, go‘of errands, “wafh linen,

-+and dréfs victuals, and'in fhort to do every kind
of houfehold drudgery, and to fit up half the
night," that the tafk of “hemming' and running
feams, “which had been aﬂioned me, might be
~pérformed, . 0

TrovcH T'Tuffered alf this without murmur
or complaint, ‘yet I became 'penfive and melan-
choly ;' the tears would often fteal filently from
my eyes, and my mind was fometimes fo abftraét-
ed in'the contemplation of my own mifery, that
T did not hear 'what was faid to me.  But my
feafibility produced refentment, inftead of pity ;

-my melancholy drew tpon’ me: the ‘réproach of
fullennefs-; I was ftormed at for fpoiling my

twork with fniveling I knew not why, and threat-
ened that it fhould not long be without caufe ;
a menace which was generallyexecuted the mo-
ment it was uttered ; my arms and neck conti-
nually bore the marks of the yard, add I was in
“every refpe&t treated with -the moft brutal un-
kindnefs,

“ In the mean time, however, I applied myfelf

<to learn the bufinefsas myla{’c refource, and the
only foundatxon of my ﬁope. My diligence and

a’ﬁduncy atorted for thc Wwant of inftru&ion; and

‘it mlght have becn tru]y fafd that 1 ftole the

knowledge which my miftrefs had engaged to

M 4 communicate.
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communicate;  As I had a tafte for drefs, I se-
commended myfelf to the beft cuftomers, and
frequently correéted aifault of which they com-
plained, and which. my miftres was not able to
difcover. . The countenance and courtefly which
this gained, though it encouraged my hope of
the future, yet it made the prefent lefs tolerable.
My tyrant treated me with yet more inhumanity,
and my fufferings were o great, that I frequently
meditated an efcape, though I knew not whither
to go, and though I forefaw that the moment I
became a fugitive, I thould forfeit all my interett,

juftify every complaint,, and incur a difgrace
which L could never obliterate,

VI HAD now groaned under the meft cruel op-
preflion fomething more than four years; the
cloaths which had been the purchafe,of my own
money I had worn out; and my milftrefs thought
it her intereft not 'to furnith me with any better
than would juft ferve me to go out on hererrands,
and follow her with a bundle,. But as'fo much
of my time was paft, I.thought it highly reafon-
able, and indecd neceflary, that I fthould make a
more decent appearance, that [ fhould attend the

_cuftomers, take their_orders and their mea(urc,
or at leaft fit on the work. | After much preme-
ditation, and many attempts, I at length fur~
“mounted my fears, and in fuch terms and manner

asl thought leaft likely to give offence, I entreat-
: cd
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ed that I might have fuch cloaths as would anfwer
the purpofe, and propofed to work fo many hours
extraordinary as would produce the money they
thould coft. But this requeft, however modeft,
was anfwered only with reproaches and infult.
¢ I wanted, forfooth, to be a gentlewoman::
¢ yes, I thould be equipped to fet up for myfelf,
¢¢*This the might have expelted, for taking a
¢¢ beggar from the parith ; but I fhould fee that
¢ fhe knew how to mortif§ my pride, and difap-
¢ point my cunning.” I was at once grieved
and angered at this treatment ; and I believe, for
the firft time, exprefled myfelf with fome indig-
nation and refentment. My refentment, how-
ever, fhe treated with derifion and contempt, as
an impotent attempt to throw off her authority 3
and declaring that fhe would foon fhew me who
was miftrefs, the ftruck me fo violent a blow,
that I fell from my chair. Whether fhe was
frighted at my fall, or whether fhe fufpected I
fhould alarm the houfe, fhe did not repeat her
blow, but contented herfelf with reviling the
poverty and wretchednefs which fhe laboured to
perpetuate.

I BURST into tears of anguifh and refentment,
and made no reply ; but from this mement my
hatred became irreconcileable, and I fecretly de-
termined at all events to efcape from a flavery,

Mg : which
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which T accufed myfelf for having already . en-
idured too long

Nouus. 135.. TUESDAY, February 19, 1754

]

~——Latet anguis in herba. Vire. ,,
Beneath the grafs conceal’d a ferpent lies,

T happened, that the next morning I was fent

"L with fome work as far as Chelfea: it was
about the middle of May., Upon me, who had
long toiled in the fmoke and darknefs of London,
and had feen the fun-fhine only upon a chimney,
or a wall, the frefhnefs of the air, the verdure of
the fields, and thefong of the birds, had the power
of enchantment, I cou]d not forbear lingering i in
my walk : and every moment of delay made me
lefs willing to return ; not indeed by increafing
my enjoyment, but.my fear : I was tenacious of
the prefent, becaufe I dreaded the future; and
increafcd the evil which I approached at every
ftep, by a vain attempt to retain and poffefs that
which ‘at every flep T was ‘leaving behind,” I
found, that 1ot to lock forward with hopd] was
not to look tound with plefure; and yet T fill
loitered away the hours which I could'not enjoy,
and returned in a ftate ‘of anxious irrefolution,
4 ftill
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ﬁxll takmg the way home, becaufe I knew not
“where elfe to-go, but il negle&mg thc [peed
which alone could make home lefs dreadful, My
torment encreafed as my walk became fhorter ;
and when I had returned as far as the lower end
of the Mall in Saint James’s Park, I was quite
overwhelmed with regret and defpair, and fit-
-ting down on, one of the benches I.burft into
tears.

, As my- mind was wholly employed on my own
dlﬂrefs, and my apron held up to my eyes, it was
fome time before I difcovered an elderly lady who
‘had, fat, down by me. The moment I faw her,
fuch 1 is the force of habxt all LhouOhtﬁ of my own
wretchednefs gave way to a fenfe of indecorum. ;
’and as'fhe appeared by her drefs to be a perfon
in whofe company it was prefumption in me
to fit, I ftarted up in great confuﬁon, and would
“have left. the feat, Tbxs, however? the,_ would
not. fuf?er, but takmg ho]d of my gown, and
gemly drawmg me, Back addreﬂ'éd me with an
accent of tenderners, and foothed me with pity
before The knew my Aiftres. "Tewas folongﬁnce
I had heard the voice of kindnefs, that my heart
melted as the fpoke with gratitude a and joy. I
told her all my ftory ;. to which fhe Tiftened with
reat attentlon, and often gazed ﬁedfaf’dy in my
Tice. “When my nafrative was ended the told
‘mie that the mirher in ‘which I had related it,

M 6 was
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was alone fufficient to convince her that it was
true; that there was an air of fimplicity and fin-
cerity about me, which had prejudiced her in my
favour as foon as fhe faw me ; and that, there-
fore, the was determined to take me home ; that
I thould live with her till fhe had eftablifhed me
in my bufinefs, which the could eafily do by re-
‘eommendmg me to her acquaintance ; and that
in ‘the mean time the ‘would ‘take care to preverit
my miftrefs from being troublefome.

It is impoflible to exprefs the tranfport that I
felt at this unexpected deliverance. I was utter-
ly unacquainted with the artifices of thofe who-
are hackneyed in the ways of vice; and the re-
membrance of the difinterefted kindnefs of my firft
friend, by whom I had been brought up, came
frefh into my mind:'I, therefore, indulged the
hope of having found fuch another without fcrup]é;
and uttering fome incoherentexpreflions of grati-
tude, whlch was too great to be formed into com-
pliment, T accepted the offer, and followed my
‘condurefs home. Tle houfe was fuch as' I had
never entered before ;. the rooms were fpacious,
and the furnitore elegant. I'looked.round with

- wonder ; and’ blufhing. with a fenfe of my own
meannefs, would have followed the fervant-who
opened the door into the kitchen, but her miftrefs
prevented me. She faw my confufion,.and en-
couraging me with a mile, took meup ftaiss into

1 2 kind
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a kind of drefling-room, where fhe immediately
furnifhed me with clean fhoes and ftockings, 2
cap, handkerchief, ruffles and apron,and a night-
gown of genteel Irith ftuff, which had not been
much worn, though it was fpotted anid flained in
many places: they belonged, the faid, to her
coufin, a young lady for whom fhe had under-
taken to provide ; and infifted upon my putting
them on, that I might fit down with her family
at dinner ; ¢ for,”” faid fhe, ¢ I have no ac-
¢¢ quaintance, to whom 1 could recommend a
¢¢ mantua-maker that I keptin my kitchen.”

I PERCEIVED that the watched me with great
attention while I was drefling and feemed to be
greatly delighted with the alterationin myappear-
ance when 1 had done. ¢ 1 fee,” faid fhe, ¢ that
¢¢ you was made for a gentlewoman, and a gen-
¢¢ tlewoman you fhall be, or it fhall be your own
¢ fault.” I could only court’fy in anfwer to this
compliment ; but notwithftanding the appearance
of diffidence and modefty in the blufh which I felt
burn upon my cheek, yet my heart fecretly ex-
ulted in & proud confidence that it was true.
When I came down ftairs, I was introduced by
my patronefs (who had told me that her name
was W ELLWOOD) to the young lady her coufin,
and three others ; to whom,! foon after we were
feated, fhe related my ftory, intermixing much
inveQive againft my miftrefsy and much flateery

§ to
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to me, with neither of which, if the truth be con-
feffed, I was much di‘fpleafefl.

AFTER dinner, as T underftood that company
was expected, 1 entreated leave to retire, and
was thewed up ftairs into a fmall chamber very
neatly furnifthed, which I was defired to confider
as:my own. As the company iflaid till it was
very slate, I drank teaand fupped:alone, one-of
the fervants being ordered to-attend me. . -

THE next morning, when d:came down flairs
to breakfaft,. Mrs;: WELLWoOD ‘prefented. me
with a»piece,(‘)fprint,‘e.d cotton'fufficient fora fack
and, coat, .and about: twelve yards ‘of dlight.filk
for.a night-gown, whichy, the {aid; 1.fiould make
up.myfelf as a fpecitmen of my fkill.| Lattempted
to excufe myfelffrom accepting this benefaction,
with much hefitation and confufion ; but I was
commanded with akind frown, and ina.peremp-
tory tone, to: be filent, | I was told; that, when
bafinefs came ing Iithould pay all mydebts ; that
in.the mean: time, I fhould be foticitoug only to
fet up; and that a change of genteel apparel

might be corifidered as my ftock ‘initrade,.fince
without it my bufinefs could nexther be procured
nor tranficted. 3

T owark, therefore, I went; my-cloaths wete
made and worn'; many encomiums were lavifhed
‘upon ‘ny dexterity and my perfon;;and thus:I
awas entangled in the fnare that had been laid for

me,

o
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-me, before:] difcovered'my danger. I had con-
itradted: debts ‘which ‘it was impoffible I thould
“Pay 5 thepower of thelaw could now be applied
to cffect the purpofes of :guilt ; 'and my creditor
could urge me to her purpofe, both by hope and
fear.

I map now beén near 2 :month in my new
Jodging’; and great'care had hitherto been taken
to conceal whatever might thock my modefty,
or acquaint me with the danger of my fituation.
Some incidents, however, notwith{tanding this
‘caution, had fallen under my notice, that might
well have alarmed me; but as thofe who are
waking from 2 pleafing dream, fhut their eyés
againt the light, and endeavour to prolong the
delufion by flumbering again, I checked my fuf-
picions the moment they rofe, as if danger that
was not known would not exift; without con-
fidering that enquiry alone could confirm the
g£ood, and enable me to efcape the evil.

THE houfe was often filled with company,
which divided into feparate rooms ; the vifits were
frequently continued till midnight,and fometimes
till. morning ; I had, however, always defired
Jeave to retire, which had hitherto been permit:
ted, though not without reladtance’; bat atlength
1 was prefled to make tea, with an importunity
that I could not refift. “The company was very
gay, and fome familiarities pafled between the

gentlemen
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gentlemen and ladies which threw meinto con-
fufion and covered me with blufhes ; yet [ was
1till zealous to impofe upon myfelf, and, there-
fore, was contented with the fuppofition, that
they were liberties allowed among perfons of
fathion, many of whofe polite levities I had
-heard defcribed and cenfured by the dear monitor
of my youth, to whom I owed all my virtue and
all my knowledge. I could not, however, re-
flet without folicitude and anxiety, that fince
the firft week of my arrival I had heard no more
of my bufinefs. 1 had, indeed, frequently ven-
tured to mention it ; and ftill hoped, that when
my patronefs had procured me a little fet of cuf-
tomers among her friends, I fhould be permitted
to venture into a room of my own ; for I.could
not think of carrying it on where it would de-
grade my benefa&trefs, of whom it could not
without an affront be faid, that fhe let lodgings
t0 a mantua-maker ; nor could I without inde-
corum diftribute direCtions where I was to be
found, till I had removed to another houfe. But
whenever I introduced this fubje&t of converfa-
tion, I was either rallied for my gravity, or gently
reproached with pride, as impatient of obligation:
Sometimes I was told with an air of merriment,
that my bufinefs fhould be pleafure; and fome-
times I was entertained with amorous ftories,
and excitcd by licentious and flattered deferip-

) tions ,
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tions, to a relifh of luxirious idlenefs ‘and ex-
_penfiveamufements. In fhort, my fufpicions gra-
dually increafed ; and my fears grew ftronger, till
my dream was at an end,- and I could flunber
no more, The terror that feized me, when I
could no longer doubt into' what hands I had
fallen, is not to be exprefled, nor, indeed, could
it be concealed : the effe&t whichit produced in
my afpeét and behaviour, afforded the wretch
who attempted to feduce me, no profpe of fuc~
cefs; and as fhe defpaired of exciting me by the
love of pleafure to voluntary guilt, fhe deter-
mined to effc@ her purpofe by furprize, and
drive me into her toils by defperation.

IT was notlefs my misfortune than reproach,
that I did notimmediately quit a place, in which
I knew myfelf devoted to deftru&tion. This, in-
deed, Mrs. WELLWoOD was very afliduous to
prevent : the morning after 1 had difcovered her

“ purpofe, the talk about my bufinefs was renewed ;
and as foon as we had breakfafted, fhe took me
out with her in a hackney-coach, under pretence
of procuring me a lodging ; but fhe had ftill fome
plaufible objeftion againft all that we faw,

“Thus fhe contrived to bufy my mind, and keep
me with her the greateft part of theday ; at three
we returned to dinner, and pafled the afternoon

without company. I drank tea with the family ;
and
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and in the evéning, being uncommonly ddeTy,
I.went to bed near two hours {oorier than ufual,

-&*%&*é#*é@&%&&%?%&&@

NUMB, 136 SATURDAY, Felzruary 23, 1754-

i

.Q_m.\' talia fando, ‘
‘I}ﬂzpzrtt a lacrimis ? + Viro,

. And who can hear this tale w1thout atear?

O the tranfa&non_s of* thls night I was not
conicious 3 but what thcy had been, the
" circumftances of the morning left me no room
to doubt.” 1 difcovered with aﬂomfhment, indig-
<nation, and defpair, which for a time fufpended
all my faculties, that I had fuffered irreparable
injury in &' ftate of infenfibility ;. not fo much to
gratlfy the wretch by whom I had been abufed,
as that T might with lefs feruple admxt another,
¢dnd by refic&ting that it was xmpoﬂib]e to retover
“what I had loft, became carelefs of all that re-
mained. Many artifices were ufed to foothe me;
and when thefe were found to ke ineffeCtual, at-
“tempts’ were made ‘to’ intimidate me with me-
naces. I knew not exaltly what pafled in the
firft fury of my diftra&ion, but at length it quite
exhauftéd me. In'the evening, beingcalm thro’
mere languor and debility, and no precaution
having
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* having been' taken to detain me, becaule I was
: not thought ablé to efcape, ‘T found means jto
fteal down ftairs, and get into. the fireet without
being miffed. Wretched as 1 was, I felt fome
emotions of joy when I firft found myflf at
liberty ;' though it was no better than the li-
berty of an exile in a defart, where, having
efcaped from the dungeon and the wheel, he muft
yet, without a miracle, be deftroyed by favages
or hunger, It was not long, indeed, before I re-
fle@ed, that I knew no houfe that would receive
me, and that I had no money in my pocket, I
had not, however, .the leaft inclination to go
back. I fometimes thought of returning to my
old miftrefs, the mantua-maker ; but the mo-
ment I began to anticipate the malicious infe-
rence'the would draw from my abfence and ap-
pearance, and her triumph in the mournful ne-
ceflity that urged me to return, T determined ta-
ther to fuffer any other evil that could befal me.
Twaus deftitute and forlorn, feeble and difpi-
rited, I continued to creep along till the thops
were all fhut, and the deferted ftreets became
filent. The bufy crowds, which had almoft
borne me before them, were now diffipated ; and
every one was retired home, éxcept a few
wretched outcafts like myfelf, who were either
huddled together in a corner, or ftrolling about
not knowing whither they went. It is not eafy
to
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to conceive the anguith, with which I refleéted
upon my, condition; and, perhaps, it would
fcarcely have been'thought poflible, that a perfon
who was nat a fugitive from juftice, nor an ene-
my to labour, could be thus deftitute even of the
little that is effential to life, and in danger of
perifhing for want in.themidft of a populous city,
abounding with accommodations for cvery rank,
from the peer to the beggar, Such, however,
was my lot, I found myfelf compelled by ne-
ceflity to pafs the night in the ftreets, without
hope of pafing the next in any other place,
or, indeed, of procuring food to fupport me till it
arrived. I had now fafted the whole day ; my
languor increafed every moment; I was weary
and fainting ; my face was covered with a co]d
fweat, and my legs trembled under me: but I
did not dareto fit down, or to walk twice along
the fame ftreet, left I fhould have been feized by
the watch, or infulted by fome voluntary vaga-
bond in the rage or wantonnels of drunkennefs
“orluft.  Iknew not, indeed, well how to vary
my walk ; but imagined that, upon the whole,
T fhou!d be more fafe in the city, than among
the brothels in the Strand, or in ftreets which
being lefs frequented are lefs carefully watched:
for though I fcarce ventured to confider the law
as my friend, yet I was more afraid of thofe who
“fhould attempt to break the peace, than thofe
who
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who were appointed to keep' it. T went forwéuf

therefore, as well as T was able, and paﬂ'ed
through St. Paul’s Church- -yatd as the clock
ftruck one ; but fuch was my misfortune, that
the calamity which I dreaded overtook me in.
the very place to which 1 had fled to ‘avoid it.
Juft as I was croffing at the corner into Cheap-
fide, I was laid hold on by a man not meanly
dreffed, who would have hurried me down to-
wards the Old Change. I knew not what he
faid, but I ftrove to difengage myfelf from him
without making any reply: my ftruggles, indced,

were weak ; and the man ftill keeping his hold,
and perhaps miftaking the fecblenefs of my re-
fiftance for fome inclination to comp!y, proceeded
to indecencies, for which I ftruck him with the
fudden force that was fupplied by rage and indig-
nation; but my whole ftrength was exhaufted
in the blow, which. the brute mﬂ'antly returned,

and repeated till [ fell. Inftin& is ftill ready in
the defence of life, however wretched; and
though the moment before I had wifhed to die,
yet in this diftrefs I fpontaneoufly cried out for
help. My voice was heard by a watchman, who
immediately ran towards me, and finding me
upon the ground, lifted up his lantern, and ex-
amined meé with an attention, which made me
reflet with great confufion upon the diforder of
my drefs, which”before had not once occurred to

my
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my.thoughts: my hajr_hung, loofely about my'
fhoulders,. my ftays were but half-laced, and the
reft of my cloaths were carelefly, thrown onin
the tumult and diftrattion;of mind, which
prevented my attendmg to trivial circumftances
when I made my efcape from. WELLWooD’s.
‘My general appearance; and the condition in
which I was found, convinged thewatchman that
I was a ftrolling proflitute ; and. finding that 1
was not able to rife without affiftance, he alfo
concluded that I was drunk; he, therefore,’ fet
down his lantern, and, calling his comrade to
affit him, they lifted me up. . As my voice was
faltering, my looks wnld, and: my, whole frame
fo feeble that I tottered as I ftood, the-man was
confirmed in his firft opinion; and feeing my
face bloody, and my eyes fwelled, he told me
with a fneer, that to fecure me from farther jll
treAtment, he would provide a]odgmo for me till
the mommg, and accordmgly they dragged me
betiween them to the Compter, without any ye-
gard to my entreaties or diftrefs,

I passED the night in agonies, upon which
even now I fhudder to look back; and in the
morning I was camed before a magr&ra_te. The

watchman gave an account of his hayving found
me very drunk, crying out murder‘, and breeding

a riot'in the fireet at 6ne o clock in the morning :

“1 was fcarcely yet fober,” hc faud “¢as his
« worﬂup y
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¢¢ worthip might fee, and had been pretty hand-
¢ fomely beaten ; but he fuppofed it was for an
« anfuccefsful attempt to pick 2 pocket, at which
I muft have been very dextrous, indeed, to
¢¢ have fucceeded in that condition.” t

THIsaccount, howeyer injurious, was. greatly
confirmed by my appearance : I, was almoft cow
vered with kennel dirt, my face was difcoloured,
my fpeech was inarticulate, and I was fo op-
prefled with faintnefs and terror, that I could not
ftand without a fupport. The magiftrate, how-
ever, with great kindnefs, called upon me to
make my defence, which I attempted by relating
the truth : but the ftory was told with fo much
hefitation, and was in itfelf fo wild and impro-
bable, folike the inartificial tales that are haftily
formed as an apology for dete@ed guilt, that it
could not be believed ; and I was told, that ex-
cept I could fupport my chara@er by fome cre-
dible witnefs, I thould be committed to Bride-
well.

I was thunderftruck at this menace ; and had
formed ideas fo dreadful of the place to which I
was to be fent, that my dungeon at the mantua-
maker’s became a palace in the comparifon ;
and to return thither, with whatever difadvan-
tages, was now. the utmoft object of} my hope.
I, therefore, defired that my miftrefs might be
fent for, and flattered myfelf that fhe would at

leaft
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leaft take me out of a houfe of corre&xon, if it
were only for the plealure of tormenting me
herfelf.

In about two hours the meflenger returned,
and with him my tyrant, who eyed me with
fuch malicious pleafure, that my hopes failed me
the moment I faw her, and I almoft repented
that fhe was come. ~ She was, I believe, glad of
an opportunity effeually to prevent my obtain-
ing any part of her bufinefs, which fhe had fome
reafon to fear; and, thercfore, told the juftice
who examined her, that ¢¢ {he had taken me 2
¢ beggar from the parith four years ago, and
¢¢ taught me her trade ; but that I had been al-
¢¢ ways fullen, mifchievous, and idle ; that it
¢¢ was more than a month fince I had clandef-
¢¢ tinely left her fervice, in decent and modeft
< gpparel fitting ‘'my condition ; and that fhe
<¢ would leave his worfhip to judge, whether I
¢¢ came honeftly by the taudry rags which I had
<¢ on my back.”” This account, however cor-
refpondent with my own, ferved only to confirm
thofe fatts which condemned me: it appeared
inconteftably, that I had deferted my fervice;
and been debauched in a brothel, where I had
been furnifhed with cloaths, and continued more
than a month, That T had been ignorant of my
fituation, proflituted without my confent, and at
laft had efcaped to avoid farther injury, appeared

tQ
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.to be' ﬁ&mous cxrcumﬁances, mvented to palhaie

my oﬂ‘;éncc : the perfon whom I had ccufed
lived in another county; and it was necefrary
for' the prefent, to bring the matter t6 a'fHort
iffue : my miftrefs, thercfofe, was afked, whe-
ther the would receive me again, upon my -pro-
mife of good behaviour'; and upon her peremp-
tory refufal, my mittimus was made out, and [’
was committed to hard labour. The clerk, how-
ever, was ordered to take a memorandum of my
chargc againft WELLwooD, and I'was told that
enquiry ﬂlould be made about her.

AFTER I bad been confined about a week, a
note was brought me without date or name, in
which I was told, ¢ that. my malice againft thofe
¢ who would have been my benefadors was dif-
¢« appointed ; thatif I would return to them, my
BE dlfcharge thould be procured, and I thould #ill

¢ be kindly received ;  but that if I perfifted in
“'my ingratitude, it thould nat be unrevenged.”
From this note [ conje&ured, that WELLWooD
had found means to flop an, enquiry into her
conduét, which fhe had difcovered to have been
begun upon my informationy and had thus learnt
where 1 was to be found : [ therefore returned
no anfwer, but that I was céntented with my
fituation, and prepared to fuffer whatever Pro-
v{DENCE thould appoint,’ .

Vor. V. N During
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DuRrinG my confinement, I was not treated
with great feverity ; and at the next court, as no
particular crime was alleged againft me, I was
ordered to be difcharged. . As my charalter was
now irretrievably loft, as I had no friend who
would afford me thelter, nor any bufinefs to

which I could apply, I had no profpet but again
to wander about the firects, without lodgmg and
without food. I, therefore, intreated, that the
oﬂicers of the pan(h to which I belonged, might
be ordered to receive me into the work-houfe,
till they could get me a fervice, or find me fome
ampieyment by which my labour would procure
me a fubfiftence. This requeft,’ fo reafonable,
and fo uncommon, was much commended, ‘and
immediately granted ;. but as I was going out at
the gate with my pafs in my hand, I wasmet by
2 bailiff, with an emiffary of WELLWoOD’s, and
arrefted for a debt of twenty pounds. As it
was no more! in my power to procure bail, than
to pay the money, I wasimmediately dragged to
Newgate.” It was foon known that I had not a
farthmnr in my pocket, and that no money either
for fces or ‘accommodations could be expected ;
I was, therefore, turned over to a place called
the common fide, among the moft wretched
and the mofk profligate of human beings. In
Bridewell, indced, my affociates were wicked ;
but they were over-awed by the prefence of thcu-
tafkmafter
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tafkmafter, and reftrained from licentioufnefs by !
perpetual labour : but my ears were now violated +
every moment by oaths, execrations, and obfce- 1
nity 5 the converfation of Mother WELLWooD, »
her inmates, and her guefls, was chafte and holy
to that of the inhabitants of this place; and in
comparifon with their life, that to which I had
been folicited was innocent. Thus I began in~
fenfibly to think of mere incontinence without
horror ; and, indeed, became lefs fenfible of
more complicated enormities, in proportion as
they became familiar, My wretchednefs, hosw-
ever, was not alleviated, though my virtue be-
came lefs. I was without fricnds and without
money ; and the mifery of confinement in a
noifome dungeon, was aggravated by hunger
andthirft, and cold and nakednefs. In this hour
of trial, I was again affailed by the wretch, who
had produced it on'y to facilitate her fuccefs. And
let not thofe, before whom the pathof virtue has
been ftrewed with flowers, and every thorn re-
moved by profperity, too feverely cenfure me,
to whom it was a barren and a rugged road in
which I had lorg toiled with labour and anguifh,
if at lalt, when I was benighted in a ftorm, I’
turned at the firt li_ht, and hafted to the neareft
fhelter : let me not be too feverely cenfured, if >
1 now accepted liberty and eafe and plenty, upon
the only terms on which théy could be obtained,
N2 I con-
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1 confented; with whatever relu&ance atid com-
punéion, to return, and complete my ruin in
the place where it was begun, The a&ion of
debt was immediately withdrawn, my fees were
paid, and I was once more removed to my
lodging near Covent Garden, In a fhort time
I recovered my health and beauty ; I was again
dreffed and adorned at the expence of my tyrant,
whofe. power increafed. in proportion to my
debt : the terms of proflitution were prefcribed
me 3 and out of the money which was the price
notonly of my body but my foul, I fearce received
more than 1 could have earned by weeding in
a-field.  Thewill of my creditor was my, law,
from which I knew not bow to appeal. My
flavery was moft deplorable, and my employment
moft odious ; for the principles of virtue and re-
ligion, which had been implanted in my youth,
however they had been choaked by weeds; could
never be plucked up by the rost; nor did I
cver admit a dithonourable vifit, but my heart
funk, my lips quivered,and my knees finote each
" cther. ;

From this dreadful fituation I am at length
delivered. But while Ilift up my heart in grati-
tude to Him, whoalone can bring good out of
evil, I defire it may be remembered, that my
deviation to ill was natural, my recovery almoft
miraculous, My firft flep to vice was the de-

Y fertion
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fertion of my fervice; and of this, all my guil¢

and mifery were the confequence. Let none, .

therefore, quit the poft that is affigned them by
ProOVIDENCE, or venture out of the ftrait way ;
the bye-path, though it may invite them by its
verdare, will inevitably lead them to a precipice 3
nor can it, without folly and prefumption, be
pronounced of any, that their firft deviation from
. re@itude will produce lefs evil than mine.
SucH, Mr. ADVENTURER, is the ftory of my
_child, and fuch are her refleftions upon it; to
which I can only 2dd, that he who abandons his
offspring, or corrupts them by his example, per-
petrates greater evil than a murderer, in propor-
tion as immortality is of more value than life.

Iam, SIR,
Your humble fervant,

AGAMUS,

N3 Nuwme.,
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Nuwms. 137, TUESDAY, February 26, 1754

T &' fpelas Pyrn.

What have I been doing ?

AS man is a being very fparingly furnifhed
with the power of prefcience, he can pro-
vide for the future only by confidering the paft ;
and as futurity is all in which he has any real in-
tereft, he ought very diligently to ufe the only
means by which he can be enabled to enjoy it,
and frequently to revolve the experiments which
he has hitherto made upon life, that he may
gdin wildom from his miftakes, and caution from
his mifcarriages.

TaoucH I do not fo exallly conform to the
precepts of PYTHAGORAS, as to pradlife every
night this folemn recolleétion, yet I am not fo
lott in diflipation as wholly to omitit; nor can I
forbear fometimes to enquire of myfelf, in what
employment my life has paffed away. Much of
my time has funk into nothing, and left no trace
by which it can be diftinguithed ; and of this I
now only know, that it was once in my power,
and might once have been improved.

OF other parts of life memory can give fome
account; at fome hours I have been gay, and at
others ferious ; T have fometimes mingled in con-

verfation,
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verfation, and fomeumes meditated in folitude ;
one day has been fpent in confulting the ancient
fages, and another in writing ADVENTURERS,

At the conclufion of any undertaking, it is
ufual to compute the lofs and profit. = As I fhall
foon ceale to write ADVENTURERS, I could not
forbear lately to confider what has been the con-
fequence of my labaurs; and whether I am to
reckon the hours laid out in thefe colmpof'tions,
as applied to a good and laudable purpofe, or fuf-
fered to fume away. Ain ufele{s evaporations,

Trar I have intended well, 1 haye the at-
teltation of iny own heart : but good intentjons
may be fruftrated, when they are exécuted with-
out fuitable {kill, or dire@ed to anend unattain=
ablein itfelf, :

‘Some there are, who leave, writers very little
room for felf- conwatmatxon f fomc who affirm,
that books have no influence upon xhe public,
that no age was ever made better by its authors,
and that to call upon mankind to cotre@ their
manners, is like XERXES, to fcourge the wind
or fhackle tf\e torrent., ,

Tars opinlon they pretend to fupport by unl-
failing expenence. The world 1s full of fraud
'an.} corrdptlon, rapme, or mahgmty, intereft
is the ruhng motive of mankind, and every one
is endeavouring to increafe his own'flores of hap-
pmcfs by' perpetual accumulation, without re=

N 4 fleQing
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fle@ing upon the numbers whorn his fuperfluity
condcmns towant: in this Rate of things a book
“of morallty is publithed, in which charity and
benevolence  are ftrongly cnforced ; and it is
proved beyond Dppoﬁtron, that ‘mien are happy
Sh propcrtlon as they are v1rtuous, ‘and rich as
they dre fiberdl, 1 FHé bodk is applauded and
the authbor is preﬁ:rred hei 1magmes his applaufe
déferved, and receives lefs pleafure from the ac-
qurﬁtron of reward than the confcroufncfs of
“merit," Let us look aoam upon ‘mankind :
tereft is fhll the' (uhng gnotlvc, and the [world is
“yet f full of fral‘ld and corruptxon, malcvolence
.md rapme._ ¥

THE drﬁiculgy o£ conﬂ;tmg.\thrs aﬂ"ertron'
‘arifes mere]y from its generality and co'nprelwn-
fon, to overthrow rt.by a detail ofdrﬂln(fk fa&s,
requrres a2 wrder {urvey of the world than humap
°,YF5 can take, the progre(s of re‘formatron is
gradual and ﬁlent as the extenﬁcn of evening
‘thadows ; We know that they we{e {hort at noon,
':x?x'd aré long ‘at fun fet, but our fenfes were not
able to difcern their mcreafe wekuow of every
crvrl rlanon, that it was once favage, and how
was!t recﬁarmed but by a precept cand’ admonmonP

MANKI D 'are umverfally corrupt but cpr-
rupt | m d ‘nt degrees 5 as_they are umverfa]ly
Jgnorant, yet with greater or lefs irradiations of
know]edge. How has knowledge or virtue been

A ln-
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increafed and: preferved in one place beyond
another, but by diligent inculcation and ratlona.l
inforcement.

Books of morality are daily wntgen, yet its
influence is fill little in the world; fo the ground
is annually ploughed, and yet multitudes are in
want of bread. But, furely, neither the.labours
-of the moralift nor of the hufbandman iare vain :
let. them for a while negleét their tafks, and
their ufefulnefs will be known ; the wickednefs
that is now frequent would become univerfal, the
bread that is now fcarce would wholly fail.

:THE power, indced, of every individual is
fmall, and the confequence of his endeavours
imperceptible in a general profpet of the world.
PrROVIDENCE has given no.man ability to do-
.much, that fomething might be left for every
man to do, The bufinefs of life is carried on
:by a general co-operation;;. in which the part of
any fingle man can be no mdre!diftinguithed,
(than the ¢ffeét of a particular. drop. when the
meadows are floated by a fummer fhower: yet
every drop increafes the inundation, and every
hand adds to the happinefs or mifery of man-
kind.

THAT a writer, however zeplous or eloquent,,
_feldom works a vifible effect- upon. cities or na-~
tions, will readily be granted. The book which:
.is read mofty is read by:few, compared wish-

N s ..., thofe
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thofe that read it not; and of thofe few, the
greater part perufe it with difpofitions that very
little favour their own improvement,

Itisdifficult to enumerate the feveral motives
which procure to books the honour of perufal’:
fpite, vanity, and curiofity, hope and fear, love
and hatred, every paffion which incites to any
other a&ion, ferves at one time or other to fti~
mulate a reader. i

SomEe are fond to take a celebrated volume
into their hands, becaufe they hope to diftinguifh’
their penetration, by finding faults which have
efcaped the public; ‘others eagerly buy it in the
firft bloom of reputation, that they’ may join the
chorus -of praife, and-not lag, as FavrsTarr
terms if, in ¢ the rearward of the fathion.”
""Some read for ftyle, and fome for argument :
one has little care about the fentiment, he ob-
ferves only how it isiexprefled ; another regards
not the conclufion, but is diligent to mark how
it is inferréd : they read for other purpofes than
the attainment of pradtical knowledge ; and are
‘no'more likely to grow wife by an examination of
a treatife of moral prudence, than an architet to
inflame his devotion by confidering attentively
the proportions of a temple,

SoME read that they may embellifh their con-
verfation, or fhine in difpute ; fome that they may
not be deteted in ignorance, or want the repu-

s tation
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tation’ of Ixtcrary accomphfhments but the moﬂ:
general and prevalent reafon of f’cudy is the i 1m-
poffibility of finding another amufement equally ¢
cheap or conﬂant, equ?]]y dependent on the
hour or the weather.. " He that wants money to
follow the chaf'e of p]eafure through her yearly
circuit, and is left at "home when the gay world
rolls to Bath or Tunbndgc he whofe gout com-
pells him to hear from his chamber the rattle of
chariots tmnfportmo happier beings to plays and
affemblies, will be forced to fee in books are-
fuge from himfelf.

THE author is not wholly ufelefs, who pro-
vidés innocent amuftments for minds like thefe.
There are in the prefent ftate of things fo many
more inftigations to evil, than incitements to
good, that he who keeps me in a neutral ftate,
may be jultly confidered as a benefaor to life. ’

Bur, perhaps, it feldom happens, that ftudy
terminates in mere paftime. Books have always
a fccret influence on the underftanding ; we can-
not at pleafure obliterate ideas: he that reads
books of fcience, though without any ﬂxgd de-
fire of improvement, will grow more knowing ;
he that entertains himfelf with moral or religicus
treatifes, will imperceptibly advance in goodnéfs 5
the ideas which are often offered to the mind,
will at laft find a lucky moment when it is dif-

pofed to receive them.
N 6 It
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Iris, theref?re, urged wnhout reafon, asa
dl(couragement t writers that there are qlready
‘books fuﬂiment in the vyorlldj, that all the topxcs
of per(uaﬁon have been dlfruﬂ'ecf and every im-
Eortant quefhon clearly ﬁated and Juf‘cly decided 5
:md that thereforc, therc is.no room to hope,
that prgmxes ﬂmu]d conquer where heroes have
'been dﬂfeated or that the, petty copxers of the
pre(ent tlme ﬂlould advance the great work of
reform:mon 1 whnch thexr Predeceﬁ'ors were forced
to feave unﬁmfhed

WHATEVER be the prefent extent pf human
know]ed"e, it ds 1not only ﬁmte, and therefore
ip its.own nature capable of mc:eafe but fo
narrow, that almoﬂ: every underﬁ'andmg may, by.
3 diligent app];catxon of its powers, hope to cn-
large it.., It is, however, not neceflary, that a
man ﬂ)ould forbear to wme, till he: has Jlfco-
- yered fome truth unknown before ;, he may be
fuﬂicxent]y ufeful by only dxverﬂfymg the furface
of knowledge, and lurmg the mind by a new
appearance to a (econd view of thofe beautics
which it had pafled over mattentwe]y before.
Every writer may find ingelleds correfpondent
0 his own, to whom his expreﬂions are familiar,
and his thoughts congemal and, perhaps truth
is often more - fuccefsfully propagated by men of
moderate abilities, who, adoptmg the opinions
of others, have no care but to cxplain them

I : c]eat]y
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clearly, than by fubtile fpeculatifts and curious
fearchers, who exa& from their readers powers
equal to ‘their own, and if their fabrics of fcience
be ftrong, take no carc. to render them. acccf-
fible.,

For my part, I'do not regret the hours which
T have laid out in:thefelittle compofitions. ' That
the world has grawn -apparently better, fince
the publication of the ADvENTURER, I have not
obferved ; butam willing to think, that many
have been affeCted by fingle fentiments, of which
it is their bufinefs to renew the impreflion ; that
many baye caught hints of truth, which itis now
their duty to purfue; and that thofc who have
received no improvement, have wanted ‘not op-
portunity but intention to improve,

T

Nuwms,
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Nums. 138. SATURDAY, March2, 1754

"Quid pure tranquillet? honos, an dulce Jucellum,
An fecretum iter, et Jallentis femita vite? HoR.

Whether the tranquil mind: and pure, :
Honours of wealth our blifs infure ;
Or down through life unknown to ftray,

Where lonely leads the filent way. !
Francis.

AVING confidered the importance of
authors to the welfare of the public, T am
led by a natural train of thought, to refle on
their condition with regard to themfelves ; and
to enquire what degree of happinefs or vexation
is annexed to the difficult and laborious employ-
ment of providing inftru&tion or entertainment
for mankind.

In eftimating the pain or pleafure of any par-
ticular ftate, every man, indeed, draws his de-
cifions from his cwn breaft, and cannot with
certainty determine, whether other minds are
affeted by the famc caules in the fame man-
ner. Yet by this criterion we muft be content
to judge, becaufe no other can be obtained ;
and, indeed, we have no reafon to think it very
fallacious, for excepting here and there an anc-
malous mind, which either does not feel like

others,
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others, or diffembles its fenfibility, we find men
unanimoufly concur in attributing happinefs or
mifery'to particular conditions, as they agree in
acknowledging the cold of winter and the heat of
autumn,

Ir we apply to authors themfelves for an ac-
count of their ftate, it will appear very little to
deferve envy; for they have in all ages been ad-
diCted to complaint. The negle& of learning,

“the vingratitude of the prefent age, and the ab-
furd preference by which ignorance and dullnefs
often obtain favour and rewards, have been from
age to age topics of invetive ; and few have left
their names to pofterity, without fome appeal to
future candour from the perverfenefs and malice
of their own times,

I HAVE, neverthelefs, been often inclined to
doubt, whether authors, however querulous, are
inreality more miferable than their fellow mortals.
The prefent life is to all a ftate of infelicity; eve-
ry man, like an author, believes himfelf to merit
more than he obtains, and folaces the prefent with
the profpe&t of the future; others, indeed, fuffer
thofe difappointments in filence, of which the
writer complains, to fhew how well he has learnt
the art of lamentation,

THERE is at leaft one gleam of felicity, of
which few writers have miffed the enjoyment :
he whole hopes have o far overpowered his fears,

as
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as that he has refolved to ftand forth a candidate
for fame, feldom fails to amufe himfelf,: before
his appearance, with pleafing fcenes of afluence
or honour ; while his fortune is. yet under the
regulation of fancy, he eafily models it to his
with, fuffers no thoughts of critics or rivals to
intrude upon, his mind, but counts over the
bounties of patronage, or liftens to the voice of
praife. o <
. Some there are, that talk very luxurioufly of
the fecond period of an author’s happinefs, and
tell of the tumultuous raptures of invention,
when the mind riots in imagery, and the choice
ftands fufpended between different fentiments.

- 'TuEse pleafures, 1 believe, may fometimes
be indulged to thofe, who come to a fubje& of
difquifitions with minds full of ideas, and with
fancies fo vigorous, as cafily to excite, fele&t, and
arrange them.  To write is,> indeed, no un-
pleafing employment, when one fentiment rea-
dily produces another, and both ideas and ex-
preflions prefent themfelves at the firft fummons:
but fuch happinefs, the greateft genius does not
always obtain; and cemmon writers know it
only to fuch a.degree, 3s to credit its poflibility.
Compofition is, for the moft part, an effort of
‘flow diligence and fteady perfeverance, to which
the mind is dragged by neceflity or refolution,

: and.

Ve
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and from which the attention is every moment
ftarting to more delightful amufements,

It frequently happens, that a defign which,
when confidered at.a diftance, gave flattering
hopes of facility, mocks us in the execution with
unexpeéted difficulties; the mind which, while
it confidered it in the grofs, imagined it(:lf am-
ply furnithed with materials, finds fometimes an
unexpefted barrennefs and vaquity, and wonders
whether all thofe ideas are vanithed, which a lit~
tle before feemed ﬁruggling for emiffion.

SOMETIMES many thoughts prefent them-
Aglves 3 but o confufed and. unconneed, .that
they are nat withoutdiﬂiculty reduced to method,

«or concatenated in aregularand dependentferxes
the mind falls atonge into a labyrm(h of which
" neither the heggnnmv norend can be dlfcovered,
and tonls and. ﬁruggles w1thout progrefs or ex=
trlcatlon.

It is afferted by HORACE that ¢ if matter be
¢ once got together, words will be found with
¢ verylittledifficulty ™ apofition which, though
fufficiently plaufible to be inferted in poeti-
:(;?I precepts, is by no means ftri¢tly and. phi-
lofophically true. If words were naturally and
ﬁeceffarily confequential to fentiments, it would
always follow, tbat he who has moft knowledge
muft bave moft eloquence, acd that every man
would clearly exprefs what he fully underftood :

yet
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yet we find, that to think, and difcourfe, are
often the qualities of different perfons : and many
books might furely be produced, wherejuft and
noble fentiments are degraded and obfcured by
unfuitable diction.

WORDS, thetefore, as well as things, claim
the care of an author. Indeed of many authors,
and thofe not ufelefs or contemptible, words are
almoft the only care : many make it their ftudy,
not fo much to ftrike out new fentiments, as to
recommend thofe which are already known to
more favourable notice by fairer decorations ; but

-every man whether he copies or invents, whether
he delivers his own thoughts or thofe of another,
has often found himfelf deficient in the power of
expreflion, big with ideas which he could not
utter, obliged to ranfack his memory for terms
‘adequate to his conceptions, and at laft unable ro
imprefs upon his reader the image exifting in his
own mind,

IT is one of the common diftrefles of a writer,
“to be within a word of a happy period, to want
only a fingle epithet to give amplification its full
force, ‘to require only a correfpondent term in
order to finifh a paragfaph with elegancc, and
make one of its members anfier to the other :
‘but thefe deficiencies cannot always be fupplied ;
and after a long ftudy and vexation, the paflageis

turncd



No.138. THE ADVENTURER, 283

turned anew, and the web ‘unwoven that was fo
nearly finithed.

But when thoughts and words are colleGed
and adjufted, and the whole compofition at laft
concluded, it feldom gratifies the author, when
he comes coolly and deliberately to review it,
with the hopes which had been excited in the fury
of the performance : novelty always captivates
the mind ; as our thoughts rife freth upon us, we
readily believe them juft and original, which,
when the pleafure of produétion is over, we find
to be mean and common, or borrowed from the
works of others, and fupplied by memory rather
than invention,

BurT though it fhould happen that the writer
finds no fuch faultsin his performance, he is ftill
to remember, that he looks upon it with partial
eyes: and when he confiders, how much men
who could judge of others with great exaltnefs,
have often failed of judging of themfelves, he will
be afraid of deciding toohaftily in his own favour,
or of allowing himfelf to contemplate with too
much complacence, treafure that has not yet been
brought to the teft, nor pafled the only trial that
can ﬁamp its value.

Frowm the public, and only f'rom the public,
is he to await a confirmation of his claim, and a
final jufltification of felf-efteem ; but the public is

not eafily perfuaded to favour an author. {fman-
kind
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kind were left to judge for themfelves, it is rea-
fonable to imagine, that of fuch writings, at leaft,
as defcribe the movements of the human paffions,
.and of which every man carries the archetype
within him, ajuft opinion would be formed ; but
whoever has remarked the fate of books, muft
have found it governed by other caufes, than ge-
neral confent arifing from general conviction. If
a new performance happens not to fall into the
hands of fome, who have courage to tell, and
authority to propagate their opinion, it often re~
.mains long in obfcurity, and perhaps perifhes un-
known and unexamined. A few, a very few,
commonly conflitute the tafte of the time; the
‘judgment which they have once pronounced,
fome are too lazy to difcufs, and fome too ti-
morous to contradict: it may, i however, be, [
think, obferved that their power is greater to de-
prefs than exalt, as mankind are more credulous
.of cenfure than of praife. -

THis perverfion of the pubhc_,udgment is not
to be rathly numbered amongft the miferies of an
author ;-fince it commonly ferves, after mifcar-
iage, to reconcile him to himfelf. Becaufe the
world has fometimes pafled an unjuft fentence,
hereadily concludes the fentence unjuft by which
his performance is. condemned ; becaufe fome
have been exalted above their merits by parti-
ality, he is fure to afcribe the fuccefs of a rival,

not
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nor to the merit of his work, but the zeal of his '
patrons. Upon the whole, as the author feems
to fhare all the common miferies of life, he ap-

pears to partake likewife of its lenitives and
abatements. ?

T

KRR KRR TR R AR KR
Nuwms. 139. TuEespay, March 5, 1754

Ipfe wiam tantum potui docuiffé repertam
Aonas ad montes, longéque oflendere Mufas,
Plaudentes celfee choreas in vertice rupis.

Vipa,

. T only pointed out the paths that lead

" The panting youth to fteep Parnaflus’ head,
And fhew’d the tuneful mufes from afar,
Mixt in a folemn choir and dancing there.

PrrT.

E that undertakes to fuperintend the morals

and the tafte of the public, fhould atten-

tively confider, what are the peculiar irregulari-
ties and defe@s that charaQerize the times : for
though fome have contended, that men have al-
ways been vicious and foohﬂl in the fame degree 3
yet their vices and follies are known to have been

not
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not only different but oppofite in their kind,
The difeafe of the time has been fometimes a
fever, and fometimes a lethargy ; and he, there-
fore, who fhould always prefcribe the fame re-
medy, would be juftly fcorned as a quack, the
difpenfer of a noftrum, which, however effica-
cious, muft, if indifcriminately applied, produce
as much evil as good. There was a time, when
every man, who was ambitious of religion or
virtue, enlifted himfelf in a crufade, or buried
himfelf in a hermitage : and he who thould then
have declaimed agamﬁ lukewarmnefs and fcepti-
cifm, would have a&ed juft as abfurdly as he, who
fhould warn the prefentage againft priefteraft and
fuperftition, or fet himfelf gravely to prove the
lawfulnefs of pleafure, to lure the hermit from his
cell, and dehver the penitent from fuicide,

BuT as vicious manners have not differed more
than vicious tafte, there was a time when every
literary charafer was difgraced by an impertinent
oftentation of fkill in abftrufe fcience, and an ha-
bitual familiarity with books written in the dead
languages ; every man, therefore was a pedant,
in proportion as he defired to be thought a fcho-
lJar. The preacher and the pleader firung to-
gether claflical quotations with the fame labour,
affetation, and infignificane ; truths however ab-
vious, and opinions however indifputable, were
illuftrated and confirmed by the teftimcn'es of

TuLry
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‘TurLy or HoRACE ; and SENEcA and EpPIcTE-

Tus were folemnly cited, to evince the certainty

of death or the ficklenefs of fortune, The dif-

courfes of TAYLOR are crowded with extradls

from the writers of the porch and the academy ;

and it is fcarcely poffible to forbear fmiling at a

marginal note of Lord CokE, in which he grave-
ly acquaints his reader with an excellence that he

miight otherwife have overlooked : ¢ This,” fays

he, ¢ is the thirty-third time that VirGiL hath

¢ been quoted in this work.” The mixture,

however, is fo prepcfterous, that to thofe who '
can read Cok e with pleafure, thefe paffages will

appear like 2 dancer who fhould intrude on the

folemnity of a fenate ; and to thofe who have a

tafte only for polite literature, like a fountain or

a palm tree in the deferts of Arabia.

I appears by the effays of MonTAIGNE 2and
LA MotrTE LE VAYER, that this affeétation ex-
tended to France ; but the abfurdity was too grofs
to remain long after the revival of literature, It
was ridiculed here fo carly as the ¢ Silent Wo-
¢ man” of BEN Jon3soN; and afterwards more
frrongly and profefledly in the charaéter of Hupi-
BRAS, who decorates his flim{y orations with
gawdy patches of Latin, and fcraps of tiffue from
the fchoolmen, The {ame taik was alfo under-
taken in France by Batzac, in a fatire called
¢ Barbon.” i ‘

Wit
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Wt is more rarely difappointed of its pur-
pofe than wifdom ; and it is no wonder that this
{pecies of pedantry, in itfelf fo, ridiculous and.
defpicable, wasoon brought into contempt by
thefe powers, againit which truth and re&titude
have not always maintained their dignity. The
features of learning began infenfibly to lofe their
aufterity, and her air became engaging and eafy :

- philofophy was now decorated by the graces.

T uE abftrufe truths of aftronomy wereexplain-
ed by FONTENELLE to a lady by moonlight ;
juftnefs and propnety of thought and femlment
were difcuffed by BouHoURs amid the delicacics
of a garden ; and ALGAROTTI introduced the
Newtonian theory of light'and colours to the
toilet. ADDISON remarks that SOCRATES was
faid to have b'foug]{t philofophy down from hea-
ven to inhabit among men : ¢ And 1,” fays he,
<¢_thall be ambitious to have it {aid of me, that
<" I have brought philofophy out of clofets and
«¢ libraries, fchools and co]leges, to dwell in
<< cfubs. and aﬂ‘emths, at_tea-tables, and in

- «¢’ coffec-houfes.”

" BuT this purpofc has in fome meafure been de-
feated by its fuccefs ; and we have been driven
from one extreme with fuch precipitation;.that
we'bave not ftoppedin the'medium, but gone on
to the other,

.

LearNING
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LeARNING has been divefted of the peécu-
liarities of a college drefs; that fhe’ might mix
in polite aflemblies, and be admitted to domeftic
familiarity ; but by this means the has been con-
founded with ignorance 2nd levity. Thofe who
before could diftinguith her only bythe fingula-
rity of her garb, cannot now diftinguith herat
all 5 and whenever fhe afferts the dignity of her
charalter, fhe has reafon’ to fear that ridicule
which is infeparably connelted with the re-
membrance of her drefs ; fhe is, therefore, in
danger of 'being driven back to the college,
where, fuch is her transformation, fhe may at
1aft be refuled admittance ; for, inftead of learn-
ing’s having elevated converfation, converfation
has degraded learning ; and the barbarous 2nd
inaccurate manner in which an extempbrary
{peaker exprefles a hafty conception, is now con-
tended to be the rule by which an author fhould
wiite, It feems, therefore, that to corredt zixe
tafte of the prefent generation, literary fubjels
fhould be again introduced among the politc and
gay, without labouring tao much;, to, difguife
them like common prattle ; and that converfa-
tion thould be weeded of folly and impertinence,
of common-place rhetoricy jingling phrales, and
trite repartee, which ‘are echoed from, one .vj-
fitor 'to’ another without ‘the labour of: thought,
and have been fuffered by betier underftandings

Vor, IV, O - in



290 THE ADVENTURER. No. 139

in the dread of an imputation of pedantry. I
‘am  of opinion, that with this view SwigT
wrote his ¢ Polite Converfation ;7 and where
he has plucked up 4 weed, the writers who fuc-
ceed him fhould endeavour to plant a flower-
‘With this view, Crrtrcism has in this, paper
been iritermixed with fubjects of greater impeort-
‘ance; and it is hoped:that our fafhionable con-
verfatiori will no longer be the-difgrace of ra-
‘tional beings ; and that men of genius and litera-
ture will not give the fanétion of their example
to’ popular folly, and fuffer their evenings to
pafs in hearing or in telling the exploits of a
‘pointer, difcuffing 2 mcthod to prevent wines
from being pricked, or folving a difficult cafe in
backgammon.

I wouLD not, however, be thought folicitous
to confine the converfation even of fcholars to
literary fubjeéts, but only to prevent fuch fub-
je@s from being totally excluded. And it may
be remarked, that the prefent infignificance of
converfation has a very extenfive effedt : excel-
lence that is not underflood will never be re-

~warded, and without hope of reward few will
labour to excel ; every writer will be tempted to
negligence, in propostion as he defpifes the
judgment of thofe who are to determine his
merit'; ‘and.as it is no, man’s intereft to write
that which the public is not difpofed to read, the

pro-
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produltions of the prefs will always be accom=
modated to popular tafte, and in proportion as
the world is inclined to beignorant, little will be
taught them, Thus the Greeck and Roman
architeCture are difcarded for the novelties. of
China; the Ruins oF PaLmyra, and the
copies of the capital pictures of CoRREGGI0, are
neglected for gothic defigns, and burlefque poli-
tical prints 3 and the tinfel of a BURLETTA has
more admrirers than the gold of SHAKESPEARE,
though it now receives new fplendor from the
‘mint, and, like a medal, is illuftrious, not only
for intrinfic worth, but for beauty of expreflion,

PERHAPS it may be thought, that if this be,
jndeed, the ftate of learning and tafle, an at-
tempt to improve it by a private hand isroman-
tic, and the hope of fuccefs chimerical : but to
this I am not folicitous to give other anfwer,
tHan that fuch an attempt is confiftent with the
charaer in which this. paper is written ;- and
thatthe ADVENTURER can affert, upon claffical
authority, that in brave attempts itis glonous
even to fail, )

Z
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NuMB. 140. SATURDAY, March 9, 1754+

Dcf e Mmmlm, mea ttbm, define. cantus.
Viza.

A

Now ceale, my pipe, now ceafe, Mznalian
ftrains, ‘W ARTON.

P HEN this work was' firft planned, it
/' was'determined, that'whatever might
be' thc fucce['s, it fhould not be continued as a
paper, till it bedame unwieldy as a book: for no
immrediate advantage would have induced the
ADVENTURER to write'what, like a news-paper,
was defgned but for a day ;' ‘and he knew, that
the pieces of " which it would confift, might be
multiplied till they svere thought téo numerous
to’ colle@,'and too coftly to: purchafe; even by
‘thofe 'who ﬂ)ould alldw them to' be excellent in
their kirfd. 1" ¢ 'was foon' agreed, that four vo-
!ﬁmes{,.-w'heh they fhould be printed in a pocket
fize, would circulate better than more, and that
fcarce any of the purpofes of publication could
be effeCted by lefs; the work, therefore, was li-
mited to four volumes, and four volumes are now
completed.

A MoRAL writer of whatever abilities, who
labours to reclaim thofe to whom vice is become
habltual and who are become veterans in infi-

delity,
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delity, muft furely labour to little ﬁ‘uf})ofe. Vice
is'a gradual-and ‘eafy defcent, whiere it firft de-
viates' from the level of innocencey> but the de-
clivity " at every pace becomes” more” ficep, and
thiofe who defcend,’ defcend every' moment with
greatér rapidity.  As-a'moralift, therefore, I de-
termfined o' mark the firt infenfible gradation to

“illy to caucion againft thole 28 ‘which! are not
genera]ly Belicved ‘to'incr - guilt ‘But of ‘which

_indubitable vice and hopeléfé mxf‘cry are the na-
tural and almofl neceflaty’ confequences.

As'T wis upon thele principles to write for the
Younc and the Gavy ; for thofe who are en-
tering the path of life, [ knew that it would be
neceflary to amufe the imagination ‘while'T was
approaching the heart ; and that I could not hope
to fix the attention, but by engaging the paffions.
1 have, thcrefore, fometimes” léd them into the
regions of fancy, and fomietimes" he]d‘up béfore
them the mirror ‘of life’; 1 have' ‘concatendted
events, rather than deduced confequences by lo-
gical rea(onmg ; and have exhibited (ce}xes of
profperity and diftrels, as more forcibly perfuafive
than the rhetoric of declamation,

IN the flory of MEeL1s$ A, I have endeavoured
to reprefs romantic hopes, by which the reward of
Iaborious induftry is defpifed ;- and have founded
affluence and honour upon an a& of generousin-
tegrity, to which few would have thought them-
felves obliged, In the life of Opsinous; I have

’ O3 fhewn
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wfhewh the danger-of the firft fpeculative defec-
- tion; and endeavoured to demontftrate the necef-
L fary dependence of VIRTUE upon RELIGION.
AnurATH’s firft advance to cruelty was ftriking
a dog. ' The wretchednefs of Hassax was pro-
_ duced merely by the want of pofitive virtue; and
that of Mirza by the folitarinefs of his devotion.
The ‘diftrefs of lady FREEMAN arifes from 2
common and allowed deviation from truth; and*
in the two papers upon marriage, the importance
of minute particulars is illuftrated and difplayed.
With th]o clue, the reader will be able to dif-
cover the fame defign in almoft every paper that
1 have written, which may eafily be known from
the reft, by having no fignature ¥ at the bottom.
Among thefe, however, Number forty-four was
the volnntary contribution of a ftranger, and
Number forty-two  the gift of a friend; fo were
thc, firft hints on which I wrote the flory of
EvcEenio, and the letter figned Tim. CoepiE.
*1 pip not, however, undertake to execute
this fcheme alone ; not only becaufe I wanted
fufficientléifure, but becaufe fame degree of fame-
nefs is grpduccd by the peculiarities of every

* By fignatare is meant the letter, or mark, placed on the left
band fide of the page ; not the fubfcribed names of the aflumcd
charafters ia which feveral of the papers are written,

1 Said, by miftake, to be Numbér forty-feveny in all the for.
mer editions.

writer 3
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writer 3 and it was thought that the conceptions
and expreflions of another, whofe pieces thould
have a general coincidence with mine, would
produce variety, and by increafing entertainment
facilitate inftruction.

‘WITH this view the pieces that appear in the
beginning of the work figned A were procured ;
but this refource foon failing, I was obliged to
carry on the publication alone, except fome ca-
fual fupplies, till I obtained from the gentlemen
who have diftinguithed their pieces by the letters
T and Z + fuch affiftance as I moft withed,
Of their views and expectations, fome account
has been already given in Number one hundred
and thirty-feven, and Number one hundred and
thirty-nine. But there is one particular, in which
the critical pieces concur in the general defign of
this paper, which has not been mentioned : thofe
who can judge of literary excellence, will eafily
difcover the SACRED WRITINGS to haveadivine
origin by their manifeft fuperiority ; he, there-
fore, who difplays the beauties and defelts of a
claffic author, whether ancient or modern, puts
into the hands of thofe to whom he communicates
critical knowledge, a new teftimonial of the truth
of CHRISTIANITY.

+ The pieces figned Z are by the Rev, Mr. War TON, whofe
tranflation of Viro11’s Paftorals and Georgics would alene fuf-

_ficiently diinguith him as a genius and a [cholar.
) Besipes
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BesipEs the affiftance of the[’e gentlemen, I
have received fome voluntary contributions which
would have done honour to any colle&ion @ the
allegorical letter from NIGH T, figned § ; theftory
ofI' IDELIA, in thrée papers, figned Y ; the letter
figned Tim WiLpGoose; Number ‘forty-four
and Number ninety marked withan &, were fent
by unknown hands,

But whatever was the defign to whichl di-
re&ted my part of this work, I will not pretend,
that the view with which I undertook it was

_wholly difinterefted ; or that I would have enga-

ged ina periodical paper, if 1 had not confidered,

that though it would not’ requ:re deep refearches
and abftracted fpeculation, yet it would admit
much of that novelty which nature can now fup-
ply, and afford me opportunity to excel, if I pof-
fefled the power; as the pencil of a mafter'is as
eafily diftinguithed in fill-life, as'in 2 Hercules

" or'a Venus, a landfcape or a battle. 1 confefs,

that in this work I was incited, not only by ade-
fire to propagate virtue, but to gratify myfelf; nor
bhas the private with, which was involved in the
public, been difappointed. I have no caufe to
complain, that'the ADVENTURER has been in-
jurioufly negle&ed ; “or that T have ‘been denied
that praife, the hope of which animated my-la-
bour and cheered my wearinefs : I have been
pleafed, -in proportion as I have been known in

+ this
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this charaéer ; and as the fears in which I made
the firft experiment are paft, I have fubfcribed
this paper with my name. But the hour is haft-
ing, in which, whatever praife or cenfure I have
acquired by thefe compofitions, if they are re-
membered at all, will be remembered with equal
indifference, and the tenour of them only will
afford me comfort. Time, who is impatient to
date my laft paper, will thortly moulder the hand
that is now writing it in the duft, and {till the
breaft that now throbs at the refleCtion : but let
not this be read as fomething that relates only to
another; for a few years only can divide the eye
that is now reading from the hand that has writ-
ten, This awful truth, however obvious, and
however reiterated, is yet frequently forgotten ;
for, furely, if we did not lofe our remembrance,
or at leaft our fenfibikty, that view would always
predominate in our lives, which alone can afford
us comfort when we die.

Joun HAWKESWORTH,

BroMLEY, in Kent,
March 4, 1754,

FINTIS
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