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1. ANNOUNCSRs Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers.

2. 1.USIC: Q.UARTET, RAUaER'S SONO.

3. AIIUOUKOER; Every ten days during the forest fire season the United

4. States Forest Service compiles a report of the number of fires started,

5. the area burned, the amount of destruction in dollars, the cost of

6. extinguishing them, and the total number caused by people who use the

7. forests or travel through them. This season shows an increase of more

8. than 400 fires over last year's record at the same date. But the number

9. of man-caused fires has increased by more than 700. . . . .Thinh of iti 700

10. more man-caused fires this year, iiost of them started from sheer

11. carelessness. A half million dollars' worth of valuable property has been

12. destroyed. Another half million has already been spent’ to extinguish the

13. fires so that they wouldn't destroy raore property. On August 10th forest

14. fire conditions in l.iontana were serious west of the Continental Divide;

16. in California, there was generally high danger; in M’ashington and Oregon

16. the fires were mostly controlled because weather conditions ha.d improved;

17. in Idaho the situation continued critical When you go into the

16- forests for your vacation, a fishing trip, or Just to enjoy the scenery,

19* remember that it is your responsibility to be careful with fire in any

20. form. Don't throw burning cigarettes or matches from your car as you

21. drive along. Observe the fire regulations posted by the Forest Service

22. in your National Forests. Your cooperation may be the means of preventing

23. the destruction of life and property.

(liORE)

26 .
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1. ANHOUNCER! CCN'T, The forest fire situation on the Pine Gone National

2. Forest, where our friend Ranger Jim Robbins is in charge, happens to be

3. quite critical at present. They haven’t had any rain for over two weeks.

4. The forest is like a pile of shavings. And hot winds have been blowing

6.

in from the south for the past two days. Because Jim's fire dl^spatcher

6. has been on duty continuously for almost 48 hours, Jim has taken over

7. the job to give his man a chance to get some sleep. We find him in the

8. dispatcher's office now, sitting at the short-wave radio

JIM: KBAT, Forest Service fire dispatcher calling F3FA

10- Hello, KBFA. . .Acknowledge. .KBAT, Fire dispatcher,

11- calling K3FA, Forest Service plane. Gome ln...«.

12. FADS IN PLANE MOTOR IDLING ON FILTER MIKE

13. jerry: (on filter MIKE. ...pause) KBFA, Forest Service plane to

14. KBAT, Go ahead, Jim.

Where’s the plane now, Jerry? I've been trying to locate15. jim:

16. you.

17
. JERRY

:

On the landing field, Jim. Bob ju.st finished warming up

the motor. We can take off any time nov/.

That's good. You’d better go up right away. The last

report frora the Weather Bureau said humidity 7 and warm

18.

20 ,

21 . southeast winds continued. Tell Bob to circle the forest

22 .
SO you can keep an eye on things in general. I'll call you

as soon as something breaks.

Okay, Jim. I'll report to you if we spot any smokes.

Yeah, And you'd better check with oUr mobile untl to see

that they can pick you up all right. Thet's nil.

23.

• JERRY

:
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1. JERRY: '3ot It, Jim.

Z. DOOR OPENS ANTI CLOSES

3 . DUFFY

:

(FADING- in) HI; Jim.’ Ho'.v’s business today?

4. Jill: Oh, hello there, Duffy.

6. DUFFY: How many forest fires you got today?

6 • JXiii: Well, just at this very minute we don't have any. Some of

7. the boys are working on a couple of mop-up jobs. But no

8. going fires right now.

9 . DUFFY

:

Well, I®-a glad to hear it, but it doesn't make news.

10. JIL: What’s the matter, hard up for a story?

11. DUFFY: Well, I figured I'd like to carry some kind of a story on

12. the Forest Service, after all that stuff I used last week

13. about the fires. Could you give me some kind of an angle,

14. Jim? Maybe a human interest story on what fire fighters do

15. between fires. You know, "after the fire is over"...»tra

16. la . « .

«

17. JIM; Well, there isn't much you can say about it* We detail a

18. few men to mop up, and the rest go back to their regular

19. jobs and v;ait till another fire comes along.

20
. DUFFY

:

Yeah. .. .Well, let's see.... Don't you have anybody standing

21. by, or sort of staying in the harness? What' are you

22. supposed to be doing here with p.ll this radio equipment

23. around here, and telephones?

24. JIM; •This is the fire dispatcher's office.

35. DUFFY: I see. Sorta like a train dispatcher's job* That it?
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I • JIi.1
* Th&t’s right. Except a fire dispatcher is responsible for

z. getting all the necessary men and equipment when a forest

3. fire breaks...All the radio units on the forest transmit

4. to this office when....

5. (ALL SPEECHiiS CONOSMING FIRS SHOULD BE READ IN CRISP, UKENOTIONAL STYLE,

6. IIAINTAIN PACE BY PICKING UP CUES FAST.)

7 . MACK ? (FILTER JIKS) T-171, Bailey’s Ridge lookout, calling KBATo..

8. T-171 to KBAT.

9. JIH^ There it is. KBAT to T-171, Go ahead, Mack.

10. I..IACK: Picked up a smoke west of Silver Lake cajnpground. Azimuth

11. says three hundred and six degrees and forty-five mlnutos.

12. Vertical angle, minus eleven.

13 . vj xM *
liinua eleven. Got it.

14. i.IACK; Smoke’s a light grey, drifting north. I’ll get .a cross shcc

16. from Angol Head.

16. JIH; Right. Take it away.

17. DUFFY; That a bad spot for a fire, near the Ccimpground, Jim?

IB. Jlk! Any place is a bad spot now, Duffy.

19. DUFFY: Forest is pretty dry, isn't it.

20. JIN? Worst we’ve had for several years. But it v.'ouldn't be so

21. bad if v/e didn’t have this wind.,,.

22. pads in sound OF PL/4JS ON FILTER

23.
(JERRY IK PLANE.) K3FA, Forest Service plane to KBAT, . . .iCome In, KBAT.

24. jiii; It's Jerry,... Go ahead, K5FA, . . It’s yours.

26.
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1. JERRY;

2 ,

3. Jill;

4.

6. jerry:

6 .

7. JIMS

8. JERRY:

9.

10 .

11k JIM:

12 . DQFFy:

13- Jlli;

14. DUFFY;

o 11* -

16. i^Ck:

17. Ji!>i;

18. hack:

19.

20 .

21 .

22.

23. JIM;

24 . HACK

;

25. DUFFY;

Smoke west of Silver La.ke campground, Jim. Looks like

it • s along the highway. We’re heading that v/ay now.

Bailey’s Ridge has already picked it up, son. I‘m waiting

for him to give me the- cross shot.

All right, Jim, Contact us v/hen you’re ready. V/e’ll pilot

the patrol oar ac soon as it’s under way*
t

Right. How’s the smoke look to you? Boiling up very fast?

Not yet. Wind doesn’t seem to he getting at it very much.

I think the boys on the patrol car can he.ndle it, if

they get there quick enough.

All right, son. That's all.

You say that was Jerry?

Yep.

Sounded like he was in a plane. And ho said. .

•

He is. He's flying over the forest on...

(FILTER) T-171 to KBAT. Bailey’s Ridge calling K3AT

,

K3AT back to Bailey’s Ridge. Go ahead,, Mack.

Got the cross bearing from Angel Head. He gives azimuth

fifty- two degrees. Vertical angle plus fifteen minutes.

And the rest of his report checks with mine. It’s .not a

very big smoke. But there's plenty of young reproduction

down there to make a good fire.

Too much. Keep me posted on it.

Okay, Jim.

Say, Jim, v/hat’s all this stuff about across shot?
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1. Jlkit

2 .

3.

4.

6. JAiCS^

6 . JII *

'

7.

8. JAKES

9. JlKi

Just a minute, Duffy. Wait'll I Oontact our motor patrol

squad, KBAT, Forest Seryice fire dispatcher calling

Sye-22. . . . . .K-fekT calling Eye 22, patrol car. .. .Hello, patrol

car.

(filter) Eye-22 to KBAT. G-o ahead vdth it.

We've got a fire west of Silver Lahe cajnpground along the

highway. What's your location?

We're below the big meadow on east highway.

Cut across to the Silver Lalie road by one of those truc^

10 .

11 .

13.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19 .

20 .

21 .

22.

23 .

24 .

26 .

JAKi

Jllii
°

D'JF-^h

DUFFY:

RATTLE OF

Jlh:

trails and get there as fast as you can. That blaze will

give us plenty of trouble if we don’t hop on it.

Right, Jim. The plane’s circling over us nov;. I reckon

Jerry is trying to pick ua up.
i

Yeah- Co to it, boy. I’ll back you up with the emergency

outfits if you need 'em. That's all.

Hey, dira, I don't get all this. You go too fast for me.

Kow come the plane has to pilot the truck?

Saves lots of time getting to the fire, Jerry's sitting up

ttiere where he can see the fire and with his radio he can

talk to the boys in the truck and guide then right to it.

I see. . . (WHITIHC) I hope I can get all this down before I

fors't-t it . .

.

~
.

... .. ''lilr*''.

TELEPHONE RECEIVER

I’ll have to check with our eraergency forces to see that

they're standing by in case we need to send them to the fire.
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J lu I

1 .

Z

,

"j Xi I

'

3.

4.

6.

6 .

7.

8 .

9.

10 .

11 .

12 .

13 . DUPrY

-

14.

15. JI:.;;

16.

17 . djfp::

18.

19- JIP'

20 .

21 .

22 .

23,

24,

25 ,

Do voii think you'll have to?

Wouldn’t be .surprised; vhr.t v/lth the vdnd 'blowl.ng the -•.•‘.y

it is ... 4 .Hello . . . .Hello .... l-lvs i.ie the State Hirf': harder

ihr.t's right.

Do vcu fi.Q'iit fire 5 v/ith the- State cut lit?

Hop

,

It works both v.’.ay<5. Vlt help the:: v/b.en they need vs.

and they -s a hand •-hen ws need it,.,.Hellc, ‘Vnrdon'

ofi'lce'? Thlt is. Jic ?oephlnG«. .Hejih. .Silver hake

cecipground a.ref! .... .Along' the hlarrvay . . , , I reciion It was.

N^uite a rev; people driving pact there no?/. - .Ysah^. . . .All

light, than';?. He’ll call you if we need you.

ri.

That sounds like a pretty good idea to }x'i.ve other outfits

stand.: ag by to fight a. firo with you.

You. bet. (HATThl OF PSOAYt'HB.) Hello, give ne the CCC car:'p.

Right.

I thought ycu‘d oo callin’ thenp They always .go to a.

fire, don’t they?

Hot unless thv.’y'i'e needec. for aa einergency<. They* vs got

their regrular work, you know, and. . . ^Hello, Caixp Robbins?.,

Yofi Sob* Vt’e VC got a fire near Silver Lshe enupground. .

.

Ho, not yet. 3ut I thinli you’d better double your stand-by

crew for the ne;:t couple of days, til3. this wind, diss^ down.

Yeah ..Right. I*!)! call you when vie .Vir-.v-'^ trouble,. So long.

."-RIACHD
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1. DUFFY:

2. Jliis

3.

4. DUFFY;

5. JBK

6. DUFFY

'

7. JIU^

8.

9.

10,

11. DUFFY:

12, JIU:

13. DUFFY

:

14. Jill;

16. DUFFY

•

16.

17. JIM;

18. DUFFY:

19.

20.

21 . JIKi

22.

23.

24. DUFFY S

25.

V/hat*s next, Jim? I don-t want to miss any of this.

All we have to do is wait till we hear from the boys on

the fire.

The tj’uck, you mean?

Yeah.

Do you think they've got there yet?

Hard to tell. Depends on wliat time th?iy could make on

the road. We try to keep 'em in the best condition we

can. But we don't have a big enough outfit to keep all of

'em like a highway.

Will we be able to hear what's going on at the fire?

®Fraid not. They'll be too busy to do much talking.

But how will you know if they need help-

They’ll call us if they do.

Well, I should think everybody would get raore excited

about jt.

V/hat for?

Well, don't you get excj.ted, up on your toes when there's a

fire going? Aren't you going to send out any of your fire

trucks?

Jerry said he thought the boys an the patrol car can handle

it, if they get there in time. I'll wait to hear what he

8a3'’s

.

But you guys act like there was nothing to it. I always

thought you tore around here like mad when a fire started.
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1. JIU?

2 .

3.

4. DUFFY *n

6 .

6 . J •

7.

8 .

9.

10. DUFFf

?

11.

12. JIhh*

13. DUFFYS

14.

15. Jiii;

16.

17. DUFFYS

18.

19. Jlh;

20. DUFFY?

21.

22.

toCM

24.

25.

(CHUCKLES) No use tearing around, Duffy. That’s when

mletahes are made, and at such a time mletakeB are costly.

But the boys'll do plenty of it when they get on the fire.

Aren’t you going to v/arn the people that live near there

to evacuate their homes, or l^ave the radio statj.on..

No, Duffy, no; timt’s hot the way we go at this business,

except in unusual cases when n fire gets ovit Of control,

like when there’ s r. hurricane whipping it througli the

crowns and nothing much can be dona to atop it.

But you guy a are auppoced to be heroes. Why don’t you act

like it?

We get paid for putting out fires, not actlr4’.

But it sure ie dangerous work, isn't it, to battle a forest

fire?

It has its dangerous momenta <> That’s why v/e have to be as

efficient as we can.

3y gum, this’ll maiie a hang-up story, Jim. This will oe a

honey.

Well, I hope It will.

It's the kind of thing people go for. Powerful organization,

high speed efficiency, lots of laan-power, 24-hour duty.

I'll tell 'em about the radio network on tiie National Forests,

and the speedy truoke, raid the plane. . .Anything else I

ought to say about the equipment you use on a fire?
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Page 11

i^ell, you might bring in something about our Bosworth

Trencher^, bull dozers, po^^er pumps, supply trains,

dropping supplies Prom airplanes^ and so forth. I can

give you more dope on that later on*

Like a regular army, isn't it?

Just about.

Costs plenty of money to run an outfit as big as this,

doesn't It?

Yes, it does.

But we have a big Investment in the National Forests that's

got to be protected.

Absolutely, But with the money wo liave to spend on

cQuipment, and all the organization and efficiency we get

on a fire line, that's still only Imlf of the battle.

Half of it? Wliat o.re you gettin' at, Jim?

"ivell, we do everything in our powor to put out forest fires.

But what v;e want is to mahe uiore }ieadv;ay in cutting down

one number of fires that get sto.rted. Fli’e prevention,

In other words.

I see what you mean.

We can fight fires till v/e drop in our trucks, X)uffy, but it

won't do eny good as long as people arc careleBS about

starting more fires*

That's the truth, all right.



’ a'Ai

l-H.. a;

te^a

•

'

4/ , . I. « Ar»*^ifc^..' • •“
•

.
* * ' > )A

Z'

i ^

' 1
' r ;'s l,,t A

,i
'

'

«

§^4 . mil •

'
•

<*

V^‘%, / “,.'»'’'» .1*.^ i •'1kr‘
^

.'•r
*'

'^*.4 *4 ^

> ;i v<
la,--. 7V- r'i

'

•*»'
'i

'
,

• S* d

Pl^j-,,.|r,, .
,.

,.i;,|g,;. -.j-visi.
-T -

^ A'* rl iW "'
*-*

'’ ‘ ’ ^

V^’Z^A:
’ n rf, ..-^.

!v;- •

; ’ar

.- , . -. ,-'i^

m '»
,r:r^>: :1 JjjS ;jfV^ t>5: • 1

"•’•• ;
'

''

. _,

. <

^*4 * ft *ik'

: ^,.

h^f^Xm,'. ''^"•XiX' (#lr‘. ’>j

,uJfeAf



Page 12

1. Jllli We*ve put in years of experimenting and working on

2. methods of fighting fires, until we’ve got it down to

3. pretty much of a science. But v;hat we need most of all

4 .

6 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

10 .

11 .

•12 .

13 .

14 .

15 .

now is some good sound organized cooperation from the

people v/ho throw burning cigarettes or matches out of their

cars' when they’re driving' along a forest highway, and from

the people who forget to drown their campfires. If folks

would just cooperate with us as hp^rd in preventing fires

&s thby do in putting them out, v;c’d really make headwp.y.

MUSIC UP ai:d out

AiNlJCUNC.:iiR • Uncle Sam’s Forest Hangers comes to you every Friday on

the Farm and Home Hour through the courtesy of the

National Broadcasting Company with the cooperation of the

United States Forest Service.
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^3. mr.l0:55
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