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Minutes of Meeting of

The Commission of Fine Arts
8 ^HK^June 1955

A meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts was held in the Commission's
offices, Room 7000 Interior Department Building on Wednesday and

Thursday, 8 and 9 June 1955. The following members were present for

the first session:

Felix W. de Weldon
Emily L. Muir
Elbert Peets

David E . Finley, Chairman
Wallace K. Harrison
Douglas W. Orr

William G. Perry

L.R. Wilson, Secretary

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a. m.

Minutes of meetings of 2 December 1954, 10 February, 15 March
13 April, and 5 May 1955

The Secretary reported that the minutes of the meetings of 2

December, 1954, and 10 February 1955 had been mailed to the recently

retired members of the Commission. Their comments had not yet been
registered, and approval was assumed. Due to pressure of routine work,
the minutes of the meetings of 15 March, 13 April, and 5 May 1955 have
not been completed for distribution to the present members.

Next meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts
It was decided to hold the next meeting of the Commission on 7 and

8 September 1955, with no meetings being scheduled for July and August.

Gifts to the United States, portrait of Abraham Lincoln by James
Montgomery Flagg

Under date of 27 May, a letter was received from Mr. A. J. Good-
paster, Staff Secretary of the White House (Exhibit A) requesting the

Commission's comments on the suitability of accepting a portrait of

Abraham Lincoln by James Montgomery Flagg, which Mr. Flagg wished
to donate to the White House or some other United State's agency. The
Chairman acknowledged the letter saying: "In view of the fact that the

White House has several portraits of President Lincoln by well-known
artists, it would seem advisable not to accept it for the decoration of

the Executive Mansion. "

The Secretary reported that he had contacted Colonel Randle B.
Truett, Chief, National Memorials and Historical Sites Division,
National Capital Parks, who said that he would be glad to have the por-
trait for the collection in the Lincoln Museum.
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The members, after viewing a photograph of the painting, voted

unanimously against the acceptance of the portrait for the White House
and suggested that the donor be informed of the willingness of the Lin-

coln Museum to add the portrait to its collection. The White House
(Exhibit A - 1) and Mr. Flagg (Exhibit A-Z) were informed accordingly.

Gifts to the White House, statuette of Abraham Lincoln by Jeno Juszko
Under date of 17 May 1955, the White House forwarded a letter,

with several amplifying enclosures, from Mr. Bernard G. Heyn, of

Menton, France, and requested the Commission of Fine Arts to comment
on the offer of Mr. Heyn to donate to the White House a statuette of

Abraham Lincoln, the work of Jeno Juszko, a Hungarian-American
sculptor who died in 1954. . The Chairman wrote Mr. Heyn on 19 May
1955, and requested a photograph of the statuette, together with its

dimensions. Mr. Heyn replied that he would bring the statuette to

Washington, D. C. ,
for the Commission to view, and he did so, leaving

it in the custody of the Secretary.

Mr. Heyn's offer was favorably considered by the Commission, and
after viewing the statuette, the Commission approved its acceptance by

the White House. Mr. Heyn was informed accordingly (Exhibit B) as

was the White House (Exhibits B-l and B-2) .

Department of Defense. Distinguished Civilian Service Award Medal
Mr. Arthur E. DuBois, Chief, Heraldic Branch, Department of

the Army, and Mr. Thomas Hudson Jones, sculptor of the same office,

presented to the Commission of Fine Arts plaster models, prepared by

Mr. Jones, for the face and reverse sides of the Department of Defense
Distinguished Civilian Service Award (Exhibit C) . Mr. DuBois explained
the design and described the schematic significance of the medals. After
making suggestions for several minor points, the designs for the medals
were approved. The Department of the Army was informed accordingly.
(Exhibit C - 1)

United States Information Agency, Civilian Service Award Medals
Mr. Eugene D. Corkery, Staff Assistant, Office of Personnel,

U. S. Information Agency, presented drawings of the face and three re-
verse sides for the U.S. Information Agency honor award medals. Mr.
Corkery explained that there are to be three medals: one of gold for
distinguished service; one of silver for superior service; and one of

bronze for meritorious service (Exhibit D) .

The Commission unanimously approved the first of the three
schemes presented, after a motion to that effect was made by Mr. de
Weldon, and seconded by Mr. Orr. The United States Information
was informed accordingly (Exhibit D-l).

- 2 -
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American Institute of Pharmacy, proposed expansion
Dr. Robert P. Fischelis, Secretary, American Pharmaceutical

Association, American Institute of Pharmacy, met with the Commission
of Fine Arts to discuss the uncertainty presently prevailing in the

Institute's plans to expand its facilities through the addition of a laboratory
building to the rear of its headquarters building at 22nd Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, northwest, by reason of the recent purchase of the pro-
perty at the 22nd and C street corner of the Institute's lot by the National
Association of Life Underwriters for a headquarters building. Previously
approved expansion plans appeared to be nullified. The Institute of

Pharmacy therefore needed guidance to know whether to draw up plans
for a building to occupy merely its present property or to proceed with
plans for a building to occupy the entire square in the event the land could
be purchased by the United States and made available for use by the In-

stitute, as was done originally.

The Chairman reported that he had met with representatives of

Public Buildings Service, National Capital Planning Commission, and
the Bureau of the Budget to discuss whether Congress should be asked
to purchase the remainder of the entire square, and that it was decided
to ask for legislation and a supplementary appropriation to purchase
the land. Congressional approval would mean that the National Associa-
tion of Life Underwriters would have to look elsewhere for a site for
their building.

The Commission decided that no advice could be given on plans
for the laboratory building for the Institute of Pharmacy, while Con-
gressional action was pending, and Dr. Fischelis was so advised verbally.

Widening of Independence and Constitution Avenues
The Secretary reported that two bills

,
H.R. 6 59 3 and S . 22 55 -84th

Congrtss, (Lxhibits E and E-l), were introduced "To authorize and
direct the Architect of the Capitol to transfer to the District of Columbia
jurisdiction over certain portions of the United States Capitol Grounds
and other grounds belonging to the United States for use in connection
with the widening of Independence and Constitution Avenues and the re-
channelization of Union Station Plaza. "

Two plans to widen Constitution and Independence Avenues had been
prepared, one by the District Commissioners, and one by the National
Capital Planning Commission. The members of the Commission con-
sidered both schemes, and voted unanimously to approve the National
Capital Ffeanning Commission's plan, which required no sacrifice of

land from the southern edge of the Capitol Grounds to accomplish it.

The Commission had not been asked to comment formally on the
bills and no report was made.

- 3 -
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ils WA

U. 5. Capitol, extension of East Front
The Chairman requested the member's opinions on a resolution

introduced in C ongre s s
,
H. Re s . 2 18 -84th C ongres s (Exhibit F), which

proposed to extend and complete the east central front of the Capitol.

The legislation was motivated by the desire to improve the restaurant

facilities, but the current proposal also revised several previous proposals t»

to correct what is considered to be an esthetically undesirable relation

between the East Front and the Dome, and provide more office space
om tje Capitol building. Although the Capitol is excluded by law from
the jurisdiction of the Commission of Fine Arts, Congress usually

invites the Commission to express an opinion on proposals of this im-
portance .

The Secretary brought out that the resolution had passed out of

committee and was ready to go to the floor of the House. There was
little opposition expressed to the bill with the exception of the American
Institute of Architects whose Board had passed an objecting resolution.

The members decided they needed more information and an appointmen"
was made, at the Chairman's request, for Mr. Orr to view the proposed
plans and to discuss the matter with the Architect of the Capitol.

Roaches Run Bridge
As background for the discussion of the Potomac crossing at

Constitution Avenue and at the request of the Chairman, Mr. Charles H.
Conrad, Chief of General Flans, National Capital Planning Commission,
gave the Commission, on very short notice, an informal but thorough
orientation as to the status of the Roaches Run Bridge proposal.

The Commission had lunch at the National Gallery at 1:00

p.m. Guests were: Congressman Frank Thompson; Mr.
George Frain of Congressman Thompson's office; Mr.
Norman Kent, member, Advisory Council on Stamps of

the National Academy of Design, and Mr. Fawrence Grant
White, President, National Academy of Design.

Freer Gallery of Art
In accordance with the usual custom, the Commission visited the

Freer Gallery of Art where the Director, Mr. Wenley, submitted a

number of works of art proposed for purchase. The Commission in-
spected the objects and approved them for purchase. (Exhibit G) .

The meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts was reconvened at 2:25
p.m. in its offices in the Interior Building.

i
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Postage stamps, Advisory Committee on
The Commission conferred in the afternoon with Albert J.

Robertson, Assistant Postmaster General; Robert E. Fellers, Director,

Division of Philately, Post Office Department; Lawrence Grant White,

President, National Academy of Design; and Norman Kent, member,
Advisory Committee on Stamps of the National Academy of Design, to

discuss methods and procedures to be followed in arriving at better

postage stamp designs, which might be agreeable to the Post Office

Department, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and the National

Academy of Design's recently appointed Advisory Committee on stamps.

The conference was brought about by a letter from Mr. Lawrence
Grant White, dated 13 May 1955 (Exhibit H)

,
in which Mr. White took

issue with an article that appeared in the Sunday Star of 24 April pub-
licizing the newly formed Advisory Committee on Stamps.

An opportunity was given for all present to express their views,
and there was considerable discussion of the aesthetic value and artistic

quality of United States stamps. A genuine interest was shown by all

parties for the improvement of stamp designs. In conclusion, the following
points were made: The Fost Office Department agreed to supply the

Advisory Committee with a list of proposed stamps and their subjects;

also, a set of technical specifications for future guidance in making
recommendations; the four existing sizes of stamps will continue to be

utilized for the present; the Post Office Department has no objection to

the use of different colors on the same stamp, but, as yet, the engravers
have found no color process that would enable them to turn out the maximum
number of stamps > required; the Advisory Committee does not wish to de-
sign stamps, but feels competent to act a jury for the preliminary sketches
and the final design.

Procedures set forth, for implementing the above - stated points
,
are

as follows: The Advisory Committee is to submit a list (to be kept con-
fidential) of qualified artists to the Commission of Fine Arts for trans-
mission to the Post Office Department. After the Post Office Department
selects an artist from this list, the Advisory Committee will initiate dis-
cussions with the artist with regard to the conception of the design. The
resulting preliminary sketches, and the final design are passed on by the
Advisory Committee and then submitted to the Commission of Fine Arts
for action. The Commission of Fine Arts submits the final design to the

Postmaster General for final approval.

The minimum fee, suggested by the Advisory Committee, to be paid

- 5 -
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for the artist or artists was $500. It was not decided whether or not

the artists who participate, but whose designs were not accepted,
should be paid.

The Commission adjourned at 3:30 p.m. for conference with
the Architect of the U. b. Capitol, as arranged during the morning
ses sion.

becretary

- 6 -
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP
(To Remain Wtt Correspoodtnce)

TO Oulrman David Finley

Fin* Art* Commialion

PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.

WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
THE BASK CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN

SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS

ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY.

nmtm May 27, 1955

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

ACTION: Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action _

For appropriate handling

.

Sea below X_

Remarks:

Previous correspondence attached.

-•
i

*• Jah

r-clivio
THECCiV'

, i.

WASHINGTON. O. C

By direction of the President:

WOTED.^—
A. J. GOODPASTER

Staff Secretary

Exhibit A
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law orPices or

Philip* E. Donum V*
7* WALL »T»**T ^ ,

NCW YOU* *, H. Y.

May 2Vth, 1955.

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

-
f\ i

,

a ’ a , -

Att: Mr. Thurman Adams,
Assistant to The President.

Dear Mr. Adams

t

Since receiving your letter of May 21st, I

have conferred with my client. Mr. James Montgomery
Flagg* who unfortunately for the past three years,
has been suffering from impairment of eyesight so
that at the present time is hardly able to read the
headlines of a newspaper. Pursuant to his instruc-
tions and In conformity with your letter of May 21st,
I air. mailing to you in a separate cover, a photo-
graph of the oil painting made by Mr. Flagg many
years ago of Abraham Lincoln. I shall await further
instructions from you in regard to my previous letter
addressed to The President of the United States.

Mr. Flagg has requested that after the photo-
graph has served your purpose, will you be kind enough
to mail it back to me to be delivered to him.

Yours respectfully,

PEDiKBS

Attachment for Exhibit A
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i*r* A, J,
Staff Sacrntary
Tbm Whit* Ho;**#

Wwihinijtcn 25# D, C,

D**r !'r, 3o:xlp*at*rt

Ha ^acting ‘.aid 9 June 1955# tha Coardaaion of firm
frt-j oonal1era<1 !%% Jarwa Montgonary fla^g** offer to praaant
hie painting of Ahrehao Lincoln to tha Whit* flouaa or aono
oter agency of t‘*> IHitad tatas 'krrerrawnft, TSa neater*
a?r«a- that t.‘»a painting waa not auitabla for tha Whit* Houae.
’knwrrar# tha authoritle* at t »« Lincoln Hi*4u* India*tod to
na that thay *r*uld be hapny t ndd It to t air oolleotion.

I will writ* Hr, FVuw*a r*T»r* oantatira, /firing hin tha
•bon* lnformatlnn arvi return tha 'Photograph ha for* ndad to
aasi*t tha Joa laalon 1 i I'-aUlng,

.‘llnoaraly your*,

U a, Wilaon
doaratary

exhibit A- 1
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30 June 1955

Philio K« Oonlln
72 Wall *tr—t
!?«nr Tor* 5# T'ow Toxic

hear Mr* Dnnlini

li a meeting on 8 Juna 1955 th* Coomi salon of fin*
Vrta smoldered Mr* Ja«s front,., jwar/ c*norma* offor
to <rooe?»t hla fainting of /brehan iJLnooln to th* Whit*
tout* or sowe ft<*oney of t l* tlnit*d Str.t^a Oovamrsent, Th*
neabers of t'i* Ccaedealon ?vrr*M that th* painting wro not
suitable for th* Whit.* Hou** 9 hot roora*-ended t tat fV.

f - rorably c >nsid*r th* tVsair# of the nuthorttl a of the
I Inootn ^a*ut: to add l£ to to*lr ooll**tlon«

V'lll you nlaae* advia* me of Hr* PIa#* 1* de«iaion#
and 1 will b* happy to not you into tooah with th* Museum
authority

I

an returning heroin th* photograph you
kindly wrwllal,

31n**r*'’y yours.

U K. WU*on

CCt VT, J* Qoodpaater
Staff 3*or*t*r7
“Th* Whit* House

Exhibit A-2
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At a fleeting held 6 dune 1955# the Oiwstsslon
of Fine Art* favorably considered your generous
offer to prevent your bronyy statuette of Abraham

,
Ltnooln by Jeno Jwaxko to the White House* We
have oonmnioated o'ir action to Hr* Grin at the
White House and will deliver the statuette to
the proper officials when they eo indicate* Mr*
Wilson, the Secretary of the Cossnlsslon, will
sdviee you when this has been aeeomnlished*

For the Coonlssion of Fine Artsi

Sincerely yours,

Devld K* Finley
Ohsinew

Mr# Bernard <3* fleyn

mia Mlchela
U6 Boulevard de Garsvw
Menton ( A*0) France

Exhibit B
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Dmt Mr* Crimi

X mi onoloolaj 4 oepy tf 4 letter X km ivliUa U
Nra« WeCaffree regorOlftf 4 bream* etotaette of ibrohoo
Lineoln by Jim Juasko ohleh Hr* Btnard G« Raya, «f lb>iM|
frinii, offtnd to prorent to the Hhlte Heueo*

Ti»o Oocadaoiea ho4 mo »6>itU> to ampMn tho ototo-
otto for tho diimiloi of tho tfhlte Hoaoo peael4a4 1% if
nl i port In ona of tho room oa tho aooen4 floor or tho ifMod
floor, but not in tho it*to rnr— > X 40 ooalootnf 4 photo
fUl for your infovaotloa*

Tho otmtootto io In tho eutolf of Hr* HI loom, tho Boor
tor/, oho o&ll bo fU4 to Bolioor it to you 4t your inoiiii

Hlth kind rofnrdo, X oo

Barit X« Malay
Cbul wow

Hr* Houoll 0* Cria
Chiof (Johor

Tho White Hoaoo
Waaiiiagtea 25, !• C*

Exhibit B - 1
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1*51

Bmt Mn« NaCaffraat

X prm1 ml to wito j*i i^U ifW tha flaato lit» af
MLaa Art# had wnKiwd tha aattar of >—ptln fw tha
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COPT

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

In Reply Refer To 7 June 1955
QMGRH 421.4
Commission of Fine Arts

Commission of Fine Arts
Interior Department Building
Washington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen:

There are forwarded herewith the plaster models for the obverse
and reverse of the Department of Defense Distinguished Civilian
Service Award.

These models were prepared by Mr. Thomas Hudson Jones, Sculptor
of the Office of The Quartermaster General.

The Award is of gold filled bronze, lp inches from side to side.

On the obverse is a hand couped, holding three arrows (symbolical of
the three services); on a background with thirteen ( 13 ) incised
stars (representing the thirteen original colonies); encircling the
design is the inscription “Department of Defense™. On the reverse
is the incised inscription “Awarded to for Distinguished Civilian
Service™. The design is encircled by a wreath in relief.

The Department of Defense Distinguished Civilian Service Award
is authorized under Public Law 7o3, &3rd Congress.

Your advice as to the merits of the designs of the medals will
be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.)

2 Incls
1-2. Plaster Models

u/sep/cov

ARTHUR E. DUBOIS
Chief, Heraldic Branch
Research & Development Division

Exhibit C
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J.me 20, 1955

Mi inm 421*4

13®: r Nr# i>iSoiat

fN» rao-bera of th® C»yird»alon of PIjw Pvt8
jir*prcsl*t od having yon and *tr. Thoene 'fuioon

Jomoa nrracnt %tm plliWf -aolol of the Depart*
•writ of Defense nl ill .. riieherl :Mvi11®o Serrio#
*'* rd 'it the •v olLn/^ of th« C"> ; l»;iloo on
* 2ut» 1955.

The Coords®ir»n nrr»rovod the dcai^n e#
pr*.> r. t fl.

^or the Com: tsslwi of Fine Arts*

David S# Plnley
Chtlrean

r# Nrthur K, IViBola, Chief
.lerafdta Branca
’ioeenreh ’< iVroloTwnt Dlrlelin
rjeo' rt rent of t .« krmy
Wuehlnfteo 25, 3# 0.

\
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hIth CONGRESS
1ST ksSSIOV

JU1IE 20, 1955

Hr. Eugene 0, Corkery
Staff Assistant
Office of Personnel
U. S. Informati n ' ’<mey
'.h'shington, u, 0.

Dear Mr. Corery:

The members of the Com ission of Fine Iris

were pleased to hare you present the design for
the United States Information Agency T3iatin :uish<

Civilian Service Award at t ie meeting of the
Commission on ' June 1955*

of the loo
The Conanission approved the desiyi as

>ted.

By Direction of the Chairman:

Be
L. a. Wilson

SecretaryAw .

Tlmt (Jo/ .>

Exhibit D- 1
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84th CONGRESS
1st Session

>•

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 1, 1955

Mr. Buckley introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Works

A BILL
To authorize and direct the Architect of the Capitol to transfer

to the District of Columbia jurisdiction over certain portions

of the United States Capitol Grounds and other grounds be-

longing to the United States for use in connection with the

widening of Independence and Constitution Avenues and

the rechannelization of Union Station Plaza.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled
,

3 That the Architect of the Capitol is authorized and directed
*

4 to transfer to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia,

5 for the widening of Independence Avenue, jurisdiction over

6 so much of the land fronting on said avenue between Third

I Street Southwest, and Second Street Southeast, as is shown

I
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2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2

by the shaded areas on map filed in the Office of the Sur-

veyor of the District of Columbia and numbered as map

numbered 8012.

Sec. 2. That said Architect is authorized and directed

to transfer to said Commissioners, for the widening of Con-

stitution Avenue, jurisdiction over so much of the land front-

ing on said avenue between Delaware Avenue and Second©

Street Northeast, as is shown by the shaded areas on map

filed in the Office of the Surveyor of the District of Columbia

and numbered as map numbered 8013.

Sec. 3. That said Architect is authorized and directed

to transfer to said Commissioners, for the channelization of

Union Station Plaza and street improvements in the vicinity

thereof, jurisdiction over so much of the land as is shown

by the shaded areas on map filed in the Office of the Surveyor

of the District of Columbia and numbered as map numbered

8014.
' H

Sec. 4. When jurisdiction over airy area is transferred

to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to

section 1 of this Act, such area shall be under the same juris-

diction and control of the said Commissioners as are other

streets within the District of Columbia, and such areas shall

be deemed to be outside of the United States Capitol Grounds.

Sec. 5. When jurisdiction over any area within the

United States Capitol Grounds is transferred to the Commis-



3

1 sioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to section 2 of

2 this Act, such area shall be under the jurisdiction and control

3 of said Commissioners to the same extent and subject to the

4 same conditions as is Constitution Avenue within the United

5 States Capitol Grounds.

6 Sec. 6. (a) When jurisdiction over the areas within the

7 United States Capitol Grounds bordering on Second Street

8 Northeast, between D and D Streets; D Street Northeast,

9 between First and Second Streets; Massachusetts Avenue

10 Northeast, between North Capitol Street and Union Station

11 Plaza, and North Capitol Street between Massachusetts Ave-

12 nue and the north building line of Louisiana Avenue in square

13 630, extended, is transferred to the Commissioners of the

14 District of Columbia pursuant to section 3 of this Act, such

15 areas shall be under the same jurisdiction and control of the

16 said Commissioners as other streets within the District of

17 Columbia and such areas shall be deemed to he outside of

18 the United States Capitol Grounds.

19 (b) When jurisdiction over so much of the area within

20 the United States Capitol Grounds which is within the curb

21 lines of the new street designated as E Street and running

22 from Second Street Northeast, to Union Station Plaza, as

23 shown on the map referred to in section 3 of this Act, and

24 when jurisdiction over so much of the United States Capitol

25 Grounds bordering on Massachusetts Avenue from Second
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3

4
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4

Street Northeast, to Union Station Plaza, is transferred to

the Commissioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to

section 3 of this Act, such areas shall be under the juris-

diction and control of the said Commissioners to the same

extent and subject to the same conditions as Constitution

Avenue within the United States Capitol Grounds.

Sec. 7. (a) The dotted areas shown on the map re-

ferred to in section 3 of this Act shall, when this subsection

takes effect, be removed from the jurisdiction and control

of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and shall

be subject to the same jurisdiction, control, regulations, and

policing authority as are other portions of the United States

Capitol Grounds in accordance with the provisions of the

Act approved July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 718), as amended.

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall become effective

at such time as the Commissioners of the District of Colum-

bia shall by order declare that the dotted areas shown in the

map referred to in section 3 of this Act have been removed

from their jurisdiction and control and such order has been

recorded in the Office of the Surveyor of the Distiict of

Columbia: Provided , That such order shall, before being

recorded, be approved by the Architect of the Capitol.

Sec. 8. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia

are hereby authorized to pave such areas of the United States



5

1 Capitol Grounds as are shown in crosshatching on the map

2 referred to in section 3 of this Act.

3 Sec. 9. Where any provision of this Act refers to an

4 office or agency of the Government of the District of Colum-

5 bia abolished by Reorganization Plan Numbered 5 of 1952,

6 such reference shall be deemed to he to the office, agency,

7 or officer exercising the functions of the office or agency so

8 abolished.

!
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84th CONGRESS
1st Session

ko#’® fissf

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

June 16 (legislative clay, June 14), 1955

Mr. Chavez introduced the following bill
;
which was read twice and referred

to the Committee on Public Works

To authorize and direct the Architect of the Capitol to transfer

to the District of Columbia jurisdiction over certain por-

tions of the United States Capitol Grounds and other

grounds belonging to the United States for use in connec-

tion with the widening of Independence and Constitution

Avenues and the rechannelization of Union Station Plaza.

1 Be it, enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That the Architect of the Capitol is authorized and directed

4 to transfer to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia,

5 for the widening of Independence Avenue, jurisdiction over

6 so much of the land fronting on said avenue between Third

7 Street Southwest and Second Street Southeast, as is shown

I
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2

1 by the shaded areas on map filed in the Office of the Sur-

2 veyor of the District of Columbia and numbered as map

3 numbered 8012.

4 Sec. 2. That said Architect is authorized and directed

5 to transfer to said Commissioners, for the widening of Con-

6 stitution Avenue, jurisdiction over so much of the land front-

7 ing on said avenue between Delaware Avenue and Second

8 Street Northeast, as is shown by the shaded areas on map

9 filed in the Office of the Surveyor of the District of Colum-

10 bia and numbered as map numbered 8013.

11 Sec. 3. That said Architect is authorized and directed

12 to transfer to said Commissioners, for the channelization

13 of Union Station Plaza and street improvements in the

14 vicinity thereof, jurisdiction over so much of the land as

15 is shown by the shaded areas on map tiled in the Office of

16 the Surveyor of the District of Columbia and numbered as

17 map numbered 8014.

18 Sec. 4. When jurisdiction over any area is transferred

19 to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to

20 section 1 of this Act, such area shall be under the same

21 jurisdiction and control of the said Commissioners as are

22 other streets within the District of Columbia, and such areas

23 shall be deemed to be outside of the United States Capitol

24 Grounds.

Sec. 5. When jurisdiction over any area within the
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United States Capitol Grounds is transferred to the Com-

missioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to section 2

of this Act, such area shall be under the jurisdiction and

control of said Commissioners to the same extent and subject

to the same conditions as is Constitution Avenue within the

United States Capitol Grounds..

Sec. 6. (a) When jurisdiction over the areas within

the United States Capitol Grounds bordering on Second

Street Northeast, between D and D Streets; D Street North-

east, between First and Second Streets; Massachusetts Ave-

nue Northeast, between North Capitol Street and Union

Station Plaza, and North Capitol Street, between Massa-

chusetts Avenue and the north building line of Louisiana

Avenue in square 630, extended, is transferred to the Com-

missioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to section

3 of this Act, such areas shall be under the same jurisdiction

and control of the said Commissioners, as other streets within

the District of Columbia and such areas shall be deemed to

be outside of the United States Capitol Grounds.

(b) When jurisdiction over so much of the area within

the United States Capitol Grounds which is within the curb

lines of the new street designated as “E” Street and running

from Second Street Northeast to LTnion Station Plaza, as

shown on the map referred to in section 3 of this Act, and

when jurisdiction over so much of the United States Capitol



4

1 Grounds bordering- on Massachusetts Avenue from Second

2 Street Northeast to Union Station Plaza, is transferred to

3 the Commissioners of the District of Columbia pursuant to

4 section 3 of this Act, such areas shall be under the jurisdic-

5 tion and control of the said Commissioners to the same extent

6 and subject to the same conditions as Constitution Avenue

7 within the United States Capitol Grounds.

8 Sec. 7. (a) The dotted areas shown on the map referred

9 to in section 3 of this Act shall, when this subsection takes

10 effect, be removed from the jurisdiction and control of the

11 Commissioners of the District of Columbia and shall be sub-

12 ject to the same jurisdiction, control, regulations, and policing-

13 authority as are other portions of the United States Capitol

Grounds in accordance with the provisions of the Act ap-

1^ proved July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 718) ,
as amended.

1® (b) Subsection (a) of this section shall become effec-

11 tive at such time as the Commissioners of the District

1® of Columbia shall by order declare that the dotted areas

19 shown in the map referred to in section 3 of this Act have

on
been removed from their jurisdiction and control and such

r> -

1

order has been recorded in the Office of the Surveyor of the

0<T)
#

District of Columbia : Provided, That such order shall, before

OQ
being recorded, be approved by the Architect of the Capitol.

Sec. 8. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia

are hereby authorized to pave such areas of the United States
25



Capitol Grounds as are shown in crosshatching on the map

referred to in section 3 of this Act.

Sec. 9. Where any provision of this Act refers to an

office or agency of the Government of the District of Colum-

bia abolished by Keorganization Plan Numbered 5 of 1952,

such reference shall be deemed to be to the office, agency, or

officer exercising the functions of the office or agency so

abolished.
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84th CONGRESS
1st Session H. RES. 218

[Report No. 432]

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 21, 1955

Mr. Burleson submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on House Administration

April 21, 1955

Reported without amendment; considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION
1 j

R

esolved, That, pursuant to rule XI, 9 ( 1 )
of the Rules

2 of the House of Representatives, Eighty-fourth Congress,

3 and H. Res. 692, Eighty-third Congress, supplemented by

4 H. Res. 125, Eighty-fourth Congress, in order to increase

5 and improve the restaurant facilities in the Capitol Building

6 for Members and employees of Congress, the Committee on

7 House Administration recommends that the Architect of the

8 Capitol be authorized to take necessary steps to extend and

9 complete the east central front of the Capitol as recommended

10 in S. 1170, Seventy-fifth Congress, passed by the Senate on

11 March 23, 1937, and in accordance with a chart prepared

12 by the Architect of the Capitol and submitted to the House

13 Committee on Appropriations in the Eighty-third Congress.

V
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1

1

Art Mr. A. G. Henley,

chaos.

COMMISSION OF FINE ANTS #

The Regents of the S: ithsor.ian Ins ti ration. The Cognise: io . of Fine

Arts, and Hiss Katharine N. Rhoades, or Mrs. Eugene Merger, as ro-

vided in Paragraph 4 of the Codicil to the hill of the lab: Charles

L. Freer, have examined the relieving objects:

Lacquer sculpture, Japanese; Kasralrara • sriocl: cf
Dai Nihil Niorai.

? aintir g , Japane s

e

;

T - V) t g'KJ'O

fujivaro period; Fuc.c-ton, hy

mica have been o'scorriended for purchase for the Freer Go i 1 cry of

xr, ctC then hereby no v: the -rr-

JUH 8
For the Regents of the Suitin'- oban institution.

SGD. David E. Finley

For the Coruoissxcn of Fine Arts.

Jrm» r ‘

Kaohari ,e ....
:

o rs

4

j
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Mr. David E. Finley,Chairman
The Commission of Fine Arts
Interior Department Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Finley:

In the Sunday Star of April 24, 1955, there ap-
peared an article signed by Jsmes Waldo Fawcett under the
title "Advisory Fine Arts Council Selected to Insure Quality
of U.S. Stamps," which in our opinion contains a few premat-
ure and rather alarming presuppositions. It begins by say-
ing "United States postage stamps are to be more beautiful,"
and also states that "the Fine Arts Commission, the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing, the Post Office Department and
the National Academy have peached an agreement under the
terms of which a committee to act in an advisory capacity
on stamp projects has been appointed."

WASH/ngton,
o. o

)F DESK.N
M* y 1 ®55

< v« n v Horton

May 13,1955

It seems to us highly premature to state now as
a fact that U.S. stamps are going to be more beautiful while
the terms of the agreement which may assure such a fact are
still highly nebulous and have yet to be worked out. The
only agreement reached so far is that the committee consented
to serve without pay.

The first and only meeting of the committee with
the gentlemen from Washington, Mr. Fellers and Mr. McLeod,
which took place on March 3rd at the National Academy, was
morale ss of an exploratory nature.

The Soo Locks Commemorative Stamp was discussed
and criticized, on the basis of sketches and drawings executed
by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing, but no- further
proof of the fruitfulness of this discussion has been forth-
coming, and the committee would of course not want to take
responsibility for the design of this stamp.
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Mr. David E. Finley 2 May 13, 1955

A pencil sketch, furnished by an amateur as

a basis for discussion for the projected "Atoms for I eace stamp. No

further word on this important project has reached the Committee,no

has any new meeting been scheduled.

The Council and the Committee are somewhat alarmed at the

possibility of these stamps being issued without the final approval

the Committee which will be blamed by a disappointed public if

these starns fall short of being beautiful.

The artists on th. Committee have a reputation to lose, an!

the result of their work is going to be carefully scrutinized by

public and by tneir colleagues,

* Since the Advisory Committee Is now considered part of the

Comrission of Fine Arts, we ask you please to use your influence as

Chairsan to work out tens with the Post r
£
c * 1

Sill mwt
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, under which the Committee will mee

?£SIarly, will b7 fully consulted and kept fully Informed on th

development of stamps In the process of being designed, sothatth.

Committee can effectively work and b.
???? ttaSl£

future U.S. stamps "becoming more beautiful," or to t* ~

quality," to quote Mr. Fawcett.

The Committee has not yet been given a chance to m&ke

suggestions that lead to such improvements. A radical departure

from the methods so far employed by the Bureau of Engraving an

Printing will be necessary, one of which would be to put tn«

desivnof stamps into the hands of artist-designers, and

the engravers only with that task for which they have been trained.

Your Sip in this matter is necessary and will be greatly appreciated

-

Sincerely,

LGW:UR Lawrence Grant White, P.N.A.
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