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THE UNITLD STATES OF AMERICA et al
VS,

ARAKI, Sadao et al

Deponent: HASEIMOTO, Gua

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheel

end in accordance with the procedure followed 1in my

country I hereby depose as followss




1, I, IIASHIMOTO, Gun, am an ex-1lieutenant general
living at No. L56, Kitazawa 4 Chome, Setaraya Ward, Tokyo
Metropolis.

T served as the Chilef ctaff-0fficer of the Japanesc
carrison in China from August, tie 11th Year cf Showa (1936) to
the end of August, the 12th Year of Showa (1937) and ex,
the breakout of the China In~ident. &t ti.e end of su ust,
the North China Area ATmy Was organized, 1 was transferred to tue
rost of Chief gtaff~-0fficer of the First army. Wihiile I wes
engaged in operations in the district along the PRl G-HANLOY
Reilway in North Chinea, I was mnoved to the post of Chief of the
First Section, General Staff (as Major Gereral) on Janu.ry 12, the

13th Year of Showa, and arrived in Tokyo on Jenuary 18. LYy

|

predecessor in office was Mz jor Generzl SHIMOMURA, Sadanmu.

2. My assumption of the new post happened tO correspond
generally to the time when the Japanese Govarnment issued tne
so-called "Do not take the Netional Government seriously" anuoui ce-
ment on January 16 as a result of the failure of Sino-J&panese
peace negotiations through the mediation of Gernan Ambassador

TRAUTMANN to reach a conclusion.

As to the stretegy, it was a period of quiet after

TAIYUAN, SHICHIACHUAN and TSIAN in North China and NANKING and

PENGFU in Middle China were saptured, The nationel govesnnent was
at HANKOW.

3, Around the time when I assumed the new post thLe
Supreme Command authorities were studying future piens of operetion
in all directions. Actually, the China Incident itself broke out
cont rary to our country's tntentions and its execution thenzserorii
showed gradual expansion of thhe area soncerned, agairst our wiEgn,
As early a settlement of the Incident as possible, howaver, wag

the consistent desire of the authorities in the Supreme CoLwuernds
-1—
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But the hope of peace negoti:stions was dimmed as a result of

the Government's announcement made on Jenuary 16, 1936 and Japen

was foreed to entrench herself for @& long term war, Thus, special

ef fort was necessary to strengthen the nstional power, nanmely,
the amplificaetion of preduction, the reinforcement of armament,
the renovation of the domestic front, etc.

Alongside with this progrém Ior controlling domestic
affairs, military operations were also brought into & stage of
temporary prolongation. It was the conclusion at that time that
positive operetions were to be temporarily avoided in order not
to extend the battlefront until resolute large~-scale operations
sh ould become feasible in order to bring tne Incident to a final
~oneclusion at one blow after having waited for & replenishment of
fighting power. Really, at that time, both military power W&S
short &s well as munitions, to continue large-scale operations
aguinst China. It was lmpossible, on the other hand, to pour our
whole strength into operations against China as we were faced
with the necessity of preparing against tne mensce of Soviet
Russia,

The Military Supremé Commend stuck TO the principle of
not approving any positive operation by &ny Army except the
mopping-up operation in Southern SHANHSI zonceived by the First
Army at that time &nd to sonfine itself to the preservation of
peace on the spot &and maintuining the existing battle line.

Around that time, there were many among those in the
operational area and central circles who were of the opinion thet
it would be advantageous to re-open the TIENTSIN-PUKOW Rellway by
connecting the Central Chine Detached Army which had advanced from
NANKING to PENGFU end the Second Army which had advanced to TSINAN,
This opinion was not agreed to by the Military Supreme Couuiand &S

any expansion of the operational area would be accompanied by the
.
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1sadvantage of requiring large forces for its defence.
4. This prircirle of operation, not tec extend the

cperationel area, however, necegsarily changed by the actual

sltuation within & few months. llamely, each Army was continuously

engaged in battle contacting the

-
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enemy on the front line of the operational area. A4s the front was far toa wide 1n

comparison with our forces and a fixed line could not be kept to defend and stop

the enemy's counter-attacks, partisan skirmishes were being continuously repeated

causinz the front line to lose stability.

™ is state was especially conspicuous 1n ffont of the Second Army and the
enemy's counter~attacks were persistent, removing the front line gradually toward
the south and causing cevere damage to a part of our arry in the batile around
TAIERHCHUAN. Thus, the Third Army with lesser forces than three divisions began

to fizht hard battles.

Meanwhile, the Chinese aArmy 2radueally concentrated larze forces along the
LANCIOW=HAICITON Railway around HSUCHOW and around april, tae 13th year of 3i0W4
(1938) their farces amounted to about LN divisions around HSUCT'OW, it being judged
that they had zathered the main forces ol the Chinese Cantrel Army into this areae
The situation was so serious that no further neglect sould be alloweds Thereupon,
the Military Supreme Command recognized the necessity of making a great effort
to reopen coamunications between the South and North by dealinz a heavy blow o
the Chinese wain force in thelr pressncce Thus, te battle of HIUCTON WasS
decided upon in spite of the shortage of our forcos. 4t thut time, this plan
was decided upon between the last pert of April end the eerly part of May 1¢33.

e With the aim of squeczing the Cainese main farces around HSUC.IOW from thc
North and South, about three divisions of the Central China Detached army irom
the South and about five divisions from the North mainly comprisinz the Second

Army of the North China Detecined ALriy reinforced by two divisions of the Firsv

Aarmy and twe mixed brigades from ZANCIURLIA were put into operatlone

In this battle the enemy eppeared to have been scizod perfeetly, but at the

last moment, those mho escaped through the gap of our enclosure anounted to a
considerable number asnd we could not deliver the final eannihileting blow whiech
was at first expecteds The causes werc to bz attiributed 1o the wide and flat
neture of the terrain and the insufficiency of our forces used. 4T thav time,

we mode great effort to use as large forces a&s possible and to jain & decisive
result but what we could gather wers, as previously rclated, only 2izat divisions

in elle In order to gather these forces, it was necessary o make & becld arran e«

\
- | -
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ent so that many week points &ppeared in many places on the battle line. 45 &

result, during this battle and immed iately af'ter it, the large southern paert of

SUANHSI Province was racapturcd by eneny counter-ettack takinz cdventeze of our

woak forces, eand our troops werc enveloped BVCIrYyWiCI'€e

6. The WUCHWN-MATKOW operation wcs planned after the battle around HISUCTTOW

with the aim of taking a chence of leading TO the settloment of the incident by
- v

dealing & heavy blow to the Chinese mein forcs which was gathered in the "TUCTLIN=

TANZOW district end becoming so powerful that, stratesicelly, further neglect
3 N e

VAL
sould not be allowed. Our plan was for the Second Army, main i ''CC, to be pushed

: “ forverd on & wide front from the northeast to HAIOW end for & smeller part to

march alon: the Yantze River. This plan was forced to undergo fundamental chanzces

resulting in considerablec delay in tho preperation for the operetion by the fact

thet the Chingcse army destroyed the bank of the Ycllow River et the lest stage

of thec bettle of HSUCHOW and ccused the inundetion of & wide area rcsuliing in

reet difficulty in concentrating ond deploying troops, not 10 mention the loss

of linzs of coumunicetion.
at the important preiod of thils preparation, in tae middle of July, tic

o state of

- K T - ’ = - o 3
o CEANGKUFENG Incident suddenly broke out putting the Supreme Command 1in

deep anxiztye

7. On July 13, 1938, we rcceived & telegraphic report from the Korean sy
/ 2 FS r

to the effect that about forty Soviet troops hod crossed tie fronticr near

CHLNGCHEI on July 1lth and had occupied CIHANGIIUFRENG constructing positionse The

Supreme Cormend thought this oanly & amall eonflict which wes of the natur: ol

those usuelly occurring on the border line of Soviet Russia cnd Menchuria, but

as the CHOSEN 4Army was not used to deeling with suei of fairs, cnd besides, as e

sere fully occupied with the preparation of the UC LA~ Tt ! on.rctlon, we

(the Supreme Command) did not wish the incident to become ergreveted, so 1t Was

CHOSEN Ammy Yo adopt a coutious attitude, &and to settle The

1 JWFLUR

decided to order the

affair through regulor diplomatie channcelse So this poilcy wes telcoraphed to

1e CHOSEN Army ond, et the same time, the Wer Ministry propoosed to the Foreign

—'{‘) - -




office tho negotiation of the cffairs 4% thot time General NAKAIURL, Kotaro

wes on the eve of his deperture for CHOSEN cs the new Commender of the CHOSEN

sanse before his Acparture by the

ﬁ‘ﬁv. 8o he must have been instructed in that

superier cauthoritics cnd 1 mysclf, whon I saw him off on the morning of his

departure et HALNED.L Airfivld, hove talked to him sbout the same principlec ogaine
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11, “1ith the close of the WUCH’'NG-F/NEKO'V opar:-

tions, fishting essumcd o truly nrotracto
SO0 thet we resorted to the least nossible co
of fighting nowcr. Ve hald the VUSIH NG-FEANKOY
«nd the CLNTON district os the onl» opoerations
eroas, v+nd steationed in o rmy in o rother con-
centroted fora, recdy rzninst the cnemy's counter-
attack, The rest of e occupied territoriss wore held
aceeqg our
forces in scattered
exclusively to the maintenance of pedcea -nd order
Afainst Chunking, we prcsied on
ena aerlecl operations, hoping thereby to

Quicken the termination of the Incident. The KONOE

st tement of 72 Decanber 1938 was en attennt to bring
about peace by following up the results of the “/UCHANG-
LNKOW operstions with rezard to the pesce movement that
followed undor Wang Chao-ming, we stood aloof as ob-
servers while hoping thet it would, s 2n internsl
question cmong the Chinesc people, develon into the
cstablishment of o new c:ntrzl government by the
cooperation of W ng Choo-ning ~nd Chinang Kni-shek ang
cventunlly lead up to th» solution of the Incident.

Conscquently all the subsecuent operations, whether

large or small “n scale, were dirscted sccording to tho

-t

L

dictotes of this great aim =nd hope. The operations

for such pleoces as Swaetow, Heoinnn -nd Na ning were
carried out for blockoding nurposes, while those for
Nanchoang, Chengsha ond Icheng were conducted in rcsnonse

to the cnemy's counter-sttacks. The

in North Chinc, on the other hond, wers

vol)us
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security of peace in these garrisaned ref

12, O,r military sction in Chine, secn
standpoint of tectics, was no4T vnsyste.
hazard from the very Ui

As it must have become already cle

scid so fur, our action in China w.
premeditatod . ‘nd well-planned program, °
sufficient fighting power, The reason for
to such haphazsrd manoeuvering wos slnnle,

like to e0 into hostilitices with China cnd

the Russian menace in the north,.

The Russian militery force in the For Zast

had been incereosingly strcengthened since the M:onchurisn

\
]

Incident was a2 r~rect menzce to Janon, against which our

Sunreme Commend exhaustcd its wits in thiaking out
counter-measures, Tiais was ic cusc of the
entertaeined by our Suprcme

of the China Incident. 11 tiec

during the progress of the Incldent

Russinan was 2lwa '-- 10St ncecessary ;Jl_‘*'_.'ii'.i.':%t_‘f,
cuprene Comnmrnd had to direc he Chinese

nlways with closc

the F-r Eastern Russien Aray,

HANGKUFENG Incident, nost of our forccs
centrated on the “UCHANG-IIAIIKOW oneration

only six divisions in Manchuria =sagelinst more than

tviecnty divisions of the Far Eastern Russlien forces,

w ] Do
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This will clearly endorse thce strenuous efforts macde by the Supreme Command to

prevent the expansion of the Incldent,

13, Throuch the WUCHAMNG-TANK(W operations and the Canton overations, we
had sradually to increase our forces in China. After the close of the above
operations, our army got ready for a protracted and persistent wa and adhered
to the policy of preserving as much fishting power as possible. However, with
the extension of occupied territories, it was necessary to reinforce our
carrison forces, so that there was not a bit of surplus strength left in our
army. The following figures show the distribution of our forces from the end
of 1938 to the outbreak of the “omonhan Incident in the following year:

China 27 divisions
Manchuria 8
Korea 1
Home land |

e estimated the stren~th of the Far Eastern Russian force at that time
to consist of at least 30 sharpsiiooting divisions, 2,000 tanks and 2,000
airplanes,

Spealing of munitions needed for military operations, since we had our
hands full with replenishinc the operational consumption against China as well

as with orsanizing new units, we could not provide for satisiactory reserve

dispensable materials. At the time of the Nomonhan Inciﬁpnt the

&

nantityv of omerational materials which the Kwantuns Army possessed was far
¥ [ - L} 4

from sufficient, compared with the number of its troops. Already at the first
stace of hostility, our troons experienced hard fighting due to the insufficient
supply of arms and ammunition,

later on such arms as anti~-tank guns which belonged to the armed forces
in China were used for re-equipping the troops of the Xwangtung Army.

In short, Jaman at that time was not canable of contemnlating an attack
arainst Soviet Russia so much so she did her utmost to avoid starting any
trouble with Soviet Russia.

1)i., The Nomonhan Tncident broke out when on llay 12th 1939 the Outer

Voncolian forces crossed the Harla Rilver vwhich was designated as the border

1ine between lanchoukuo and Outer Vongolia and attacked lManchurian armed forces.

I, Ty
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15, On the 19th of June, .the Outer Mongolian Army eof 1,000
strong, with 50 tanks and more than 10 guns , crosséd the bor-
der and attacked the Manchurian Army; and about 15 airplanes
of the USSR bombed Haronal Shan and another 30 bombed Xanchur-
miao area. Therefore, the Kwantung Army ordered the 23rd Divi-
slen, 1 Infantry Regiment of the 7th Division, and 2 regiments
of tanks, under the command of the 23rd Division Commander, tc
repulse the Soviet-lMongolian forces which had crossed the bor-
der, and, at the same time, to stop USSR air activity, the
Kwantung Army sent out an air force to bomb the advanced air
hase in Tomsk,

Ds air raid was quite justifiable to the Awsntung Army,
but the Supreme Command, desiring the incident be kept small,
decided it wise to prohibit air activities and sent the head
of the 1lst Secticn to notify the Kwantung Army on the 29th of
June that it should endeavor to limit ground fighting within
the Manchuria and lMongolia border district, east of Lake Boil,
and that air activities cver enemy base. be discontinued,

As the result of this, the air force of the Kwantung Army
discontinued the air raids over Tomsk and confined jits acti-
vities to repulsing the attacking enemy. The Soviet air force
Increased its bombing activities and began bombing deep into
the interlor of Manchuria, therefore, the Kwantung Army again
emphasized the necessity of bombing the USSR and Mongolian air
bases, but firmly in view of the general situation the Supreme
Command refused it, When the Commander of the Kwantung Army
was summoned to Tokyo, the resson for its ilmpossibility was
explained by the Supreme Command and permiscsion was not granted
in spite of his repeated request,

The situation of the air force entering the month of Aug-

ust was in a condition where the enemy base had to be neutraliz-

ed 1n order to maintain fighfing power of the air force. There-

upon, as a result of the repested inspection of the condition

=) F
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An the spot by the Central authorities, and also considering
the repeated demand by the Kwantung Army, on August 3rd 1t was

alr
acknowledged that/ccmbat tactic be revised for self defense.

On August 7th an order was iesued to the Kwantung Army to the
oeffect that it could attack, with 1ts air units, the enemy ailr
hases in the vicinity of Tomsk and the district east of it for
the Ncmonhan area operation, 1f the situation necessitated 1t.

16. After August 20, the Soviet Mongolian forces launched
large scale attacks and in about a week's fighting the 23rd
Division suffered tremendous loss. The estimated strength of
the Soviet Mongolian forces at the time was: 3 sniper Divislons,
5 mechanized Brigades, seversl hundred air planes, a regiment
of the Army General Reserve Artillery, several regiments of Army
Corp Artillery, and 2 Divisions of the Outer Mongollan Cavalry.
At that time, the German 8oviet Non-Aggression Trealy was made
and in the Hulunbair district the cold of the winter had already
set in. The advent of bitter cold was imminent, so the Supreme
Commani was very eager to settle the incident before the setting
in of cold winter.

The Kwantung Army, in accordance with this situation, took
measures for sending about .3 Divislons to the front for reln-
forcement. The Supreme Command, in order to make up for the
deficiency in the military strength for the defence of Menchurils,
~onsidered extracting 2 Divisions from the forces in China, but

as a result of further investigatilon of the real situstion, 1t

judged that the throwing in of large forces may contrarily make

more difficult a speedy settlement of the Incident. Thus, the

plan for transferring 2 Divisions was abandoned.

wllien
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On August 30th, the Imperial Headquarters issued an

order to the effect that the intention is TO keep the

northern frontier ot wanchuria peaceful, setting part of

the Imperial forces against the Soviel Union, until the

China Incident is settled. ourpose, & plun to ter-
minate military operation as soon &S5 possible 1n "ljomonhan"
areas was to be formed without spreading hostile actions.
The Commander of the Kwangtung Army should try to sustaln

the smallest militery strencth. On issuance ot this order,

Vice-vhief of oStaffls, General NaKAaJIMa, rushing 1O vhanechun,

delivercd it to the Kwangtung Army .

The oupreme Command expe~ted that the hwantung army, DY
this order, would change its order of buttle. hLowever, it was

made clear that the dispute should Dbe scttled after the army

gave a hard blow upon the enemy force with reinforced military

strength as based on the primary plan. Just then, the bLuro-

pean War broke out. Therefore, the oupreme Command ,

the time has come 1O gsettle the dispute throush diplomatic

negotiation, hurriedly sent Vice-Ghief of Stall’, General

o deliver an

NaKaJIMA again on September 3rd to Changchun b

order that in view of the present situation, henceforth the

Supreme Gommand would attempt 1O settle the border troubles

of "llomonhan™ area autonomously and the Gommander of the

The situation was at that time that the Kwangtung Army

an order of the offensive and consequently

had already issued

g were ¢oing O start their military actions on

September 10th. The Commander wes 1n an awkward position.

al authorities speeded up the management

Thereupon the centr
15w
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concerning personnel affairs, and new Commander General U.LZU,

arriving st Chanichun on September gth as a successor, took

comriand of the army.

The step taken by the Imperial deadcuarters concernling

the "homonhan' dispute as stated above, Wes carried out uncer

a complete agreement .ith the Vier kKinistry authorities.

There was no diflferent- opinion among them.

1&€. Based on the ceace-flic a:. recment concluded between

T0GO and Molotov in l.oscow throu' h diplomatic negotiations,

the order of the Imperial I-cadguerters concerning the sus-

pension of hoctille actions wes 1issued immediately on oeptem-

ber 16th, and the " omnonhan'' Jlspute weas settled.
’
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In accordance with my conscience 1 sweal to tell

nothing and adding nothing.

the whole truth withholdling

H,.SHIMOTO, Gun (seal)




On this 5th day of January,

DEPONENT HASHI

I, BANNO, Junkichi hereby certify tnat the

sbove statement was sworn by the Leponcin, who affixed

. = : - - P . - - - 1 - } -y 2 - 3 - ¥~ "\ Ve ™ ” . - o’
his slgnature alu sead Lhereto 11 tiage Dpresence Ol

this witness.

ened) BuLNNO, Junkichi (seal)
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I, Williem E, Clarke, of the Defence Language Branch,

hereby certify that the forecoing translation described 1n

the sbove certificate is, to the best ol my knowledge and

belief, a correct translation and 1s Qas near as possible tTO

the meaning of the original document.

? HASHINOTO, GUN)

LA:AWWJ4




