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NOTICE

This f1- ; contains informetion affecting tne Netlonsd
defense of the united States within the meahing of
the Espionage Act, 50 U.S.C. 31 And 32, ae amended
The transmission, or the révelation of the contents In
any manner, to an unamthorized parson i@ prohibited ky
lgivs 1t is intended for American eves only. It (s (m
»rative thak these JOCUMOMSE De Safeguarded at all
Imae, and that the material contained herein be treat-
ed with the utmost discretion, Under no Clrcumstances
shal! possession thereof, or the information therein,
7 any personnel other than those whose duties
ifically require knowledge thereof.
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Porvarded herewith one (1) copy of Foreign Lisison Special mm't Ro. 177, m:m
20 June 1949. An article which sppeared in the Soviet deily newapaper, %m1 ' |
Pravda® Moscow, 12 Sept 1948, was devoted to Armored Forees M. m imlm a photograpk

'ﬁm giving a close-up view of two unidentified tanks. Copy of photograph is attached ase "
2 an inclosure.

e For the Assistant Ohief of Staff, G-2
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OSGID-ID 41 470.8
UBJECT: Betimates of Soviet Tank Production

Commander-in-Chief, Far East
ATTN: A.C. of a., G-2
APO 500, ¢fo Postmaster
Saen Franciseo, Califormia

/

¥
. -
Division ie engaged in a longerange plant-by- 3
plant study of the mm mnitions industry and is currently studying -

murhmmmm or have been, devoted to the production of tanks,
A1 _ -ﬁumu-mawmunmmm *

ww txwoﬂmm. The Mﬂimltr mlum !n wt frm the miw
from the veriety of interpretations which may be placed
'hsm. m Mﬁlﬂm u Muumly mmd to

1. The Intelligence

1948 was olou %o the mm peak.

2. Two general intermretations of these reparts are possible:
(a) the Soviets are producing & fer greater volume of tenks than has been

g0 far estimsted, o (b) they are engaged in en extensive tank overhsul
and/or modificetion and alteration program., The Division is inelined to

accept the latter slternative as being more likely but is most anxious o
obtain information vhuh will help resolve the problem.

3. The Division feels that a combinstion of the folloving cireums

could heve csused the Soviets to undertake a long-renge (uya-s)
program of overhsuling and/or modifying end altering the existing stock of
tanks by sending them Mek the tank plants:

(a) Possible mmm to instell e new trenemission end steering
systen in order to improve steering and msneuverability of their tenks. The
Czechs are believed to have developed a mmm«n night have been adopbe
by the Boviets.

(b) Possible decision to equip all tanks with specisl electronic
gun sighting m'.' mmh driving gear. |

(e) ?ouibh decigion to caxry oub maw modificetion to exist-
ing tank maﬂl.

(d) Need to overhaul mmm stocks or ’em\m

b
L
o
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m:lﬂe gmum or mblm vhich have
arise in this program, or if the assistance

uim is desired you should comminicete freely with
axchange of intmtim md Mof probleme be-

"Q

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCEY

QEGREE §. SMITH

Gelenel, G50

Ghief, inielliganse Croup |
infgitizance Divisiom, BSUSA
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