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SUMEARY

The Japanece advance into the FHILIFFINES, DUTCH
' 8T INDIES ~nd BRFITISH ! L.Y. involved the defeat of the
prircipal enemy forces encounted plus the selzure and oc-
cupation of strategic points. It wes plarned To accomplish
this by surprise air attacks combined with simultaneous
thrusts extendins over 2 wide crea. ©Sneed wes the keynote
of the oper~tion since it was enticipated that the Jananese
Fleet would be recuired to meet a counterattack by the bulk
of the T'nited ~t-tes Fleet. The critical factor in the tim-
ing of the oper~tion was the destruction of "mericen AlT
strength in the pFILIF INES. This wes siccessfully accom-
pli shed.,

Captein FUJITA expleins the orgenization of the
Southern Force, the general plans end certesin detalls con-
cerning the oneration.
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TRAVSCRIPT

“hat wes the specific objective of the oper=tion 1In the
csouth Pacific?

The objective of the Southern Oper-tions wes to overceme
the principzl forces of the americen, Fritish and Duteh
Forces in the Southern .rea 2nd to seize argd oceupny the
follewing places in order named: FHILIPFIVES, FRITIEY

! nLAYA, BULNA, CHELEBES, SUMRATRA, TINO- 2nd other Duteh
Islands. It was planned to occupy these areas after
surprise attacks snd to make everv effort te corplete
this eperation 2s soon =s possible in order tea releasge
the Southern Force for other planned operstions

Did the operation go sccording to plan?

Yes, the oper=tion wes to be carried out in the
follewing menner:
(1) atteck and occupstion of RTITISH taLAYA .
(2) Surprise air atteck on the FFILIFPIN=S
(westher might delay the operation, but
In spite of the delav the reids would
still be carvied out) We plsnned to
utillize 2ir attack to the extrene in
sorder to destroy all Americsn aircraft
in the FHILIFTINTS After which the
areas would be occupied in the follov-
ing order:

PHILIPFPINES RALI
EOHWEQ STUL ATRA
CELEBES J L VA
AMBON BURLIA

T IIiOR

Was the destruction of the imerican "ir Foce in the
FHILIFPINTS the eritical fector in the timing ef the
operation?

Yes, 1f we could tszke care of the enemy Air Force
then the invasion could be cenducted on schedule.

""hat was the specifle mission of Admiral KOXDO'S
Force (Southern Force)?

(1) To destroy the enemy iAir ¥arce =nd (2) to suppert
the landing force.

Draw a diagram indicating the organization of the

Seuthern Force during occupstion of the PHILIPPINES
ana DUTCH 2287 IIDIZS.

(2 Battleships, 2 Heavy Crvisers, 4
Destrovers)

PRILIPPIIG ISL.LND GROUP

craft)
2 (3 Heavy Cruisers, 1 Light Cruiser, 12
Destrovers)
3 (1 Light Cruiser, 12 Destroyers)
4 (1 Light Cruiser, 12 Destroyers)

A7 w D

1 (3 He=vy Cruisers, 10 Destrovers, Auxiliery
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B (Continued)

ELEVENTH ALY FIﬂET

(21 Flot - 150 planes) (22 Flot - 100 planes)
(23 Tlot =~ 150 plenes)

SURMARIVE GROUP
SOUTEERN FORCE (4th Squad - 51 Subs)(5th Squ~d = 4 Subs)
(2nd Fleet) (6th S8qu~d - 4t Subs)
V..dme KONDO

MINELAYER G OUP
(2 minelayers)
MALAYELE GRCUP

(4 Heavy Cruisers, 1 Light Cruiser, 10
Destroyers)

Q, What was the general plan for the PUILIPFIVE Attack?

A, The first objective was 1O destroy the :imerican “ir Foree
Py an ailr sttack launched from FO:MOS:i (llostly Navy Planes)
To assist in this we planned to occupy LPLRRTI and B-~TAN
ISLANDS 120 miles North of IUZON =nd estsblish an emergency
airfield there. This was necesssry because of the com-
parative short range of the "rmy planes. " few d=ys later
(about 12 December) we were scheduled to sttaclt DiVL0
~nd LEG.SPI. These attacks were stnzed from PLLAU; ten
days leter (about 22 December) we were to lend at I.l.ON
RLY snd LING.YAN GULF. Aifter the landings were effected,
it was the duty of the .rmy to complecte the occupation.

If the situation in RRITISE MALAY., and TFAIL.LND permitted,
we would make a sudden 1l~nding. Flans were also to attack
LIRI ISLAYD by air and similtancously to make a landing
with 2 small force. MITI and KUCHANG, valuable because

of oil, were actuolly occupied on 16 =2nd 29 December respec-
tively, During ths occunstion of the FIIIFPINES, 1t was
planned to launcn simultaneotsly an invaslon against BO " VEQ,
TARLIN, BALIKIP.LP.LN and BANDJERILSIN. This landing vwas
staged from FLL.LU. T the same time I'EN.DO, KEUVD.RI,

1K S8R in the CELEBRES and *FROYN and DUTCH TINOR were to
be occupied. Parachute troops were uscd at IEMADO, IOEFLNG
and P.LEMB.LNG. .fter the neutralization of SINGLPCORE, 1t
was planncd To occupy Gus Vch @

() o rare the forces used 1n the JLV.. Occups~tion part of the
forces used in the PHILIP: INES?

by Nqt entirely. This force was stered from CHIN. snd JioPLN
and the PHILIPPINES. It was plenned to land at three
places, B.LTLVIA, SOER..B.LJ.. ~nd the center north coast ef
JiVie The fleet supporting the landing in the PHILIPPINGES
combined writh the forces at MIRI and proceeded to Jus ¥ inn
"he entire oper-tion wes a joint operation between the
.rmy =nd Nevy. The total number of Navy 1end based air-
craft cmployed in the entire operation was 300 in the
PHILIPEINES - 100 ~t S.1IGOL. The 300 plencs 1in the
PUILIPFII'ES were moved into the E.ST I"DILES as the oper-
ation progressed. The entire overation wvent actuelly
according to plan and only minor chenges Wwere ncecessary.
The Commrnder in Chief of the Second Flecet was 1in direct
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commend of the MALAYA Opersotion. In the middle of
Jenuary, we rendezvoused ~t PALAU with a cerricr force
from JAFAN and proceeded to KENDARI and then to the area
South of JAVA where we remained until the operation for
the occupestion of JLVA was completed.

"'ere you femiliar with the gencrel over =11 plans?
Yes, 211 plesns in general.

Did the success of PEAPL HLnBOR alter these plans 1in
anyway?

The oper~tion plens were made up with the fact in mind
he PEARL H1RBOR operation was going to be a2 svccess.

That action did vou expect the ’meric-n Flecct to teke
after the vwar started?

I thought the 'mericen Submarinc Forces would cruse
trouble, but didn't expect strong forces of surfsce
CIEl e

Did you expect reinforcements tTo come from the UUNITED
g7’ 758 ofter the war started?

e didn't think that reinforcements would come direct,
but we h~d in mind thet the Americen Flcet would be
~ssembled in the PACIFIC for 2 counterattack and thet 1is
the reason why we hurried with the operation.

During the approach of
vtere attacks expected?

the Philippine Group to LULZON,

Yos, they vere, and wec took the necessery precautions.

That kind of precauvtlons?

211 A.'. guns were manncd ond 21l units were kept out of
ronge s much 2s possible. (60C milcs)

Do vou know why CL:.RI" and NIC OLS Fields werc not
~ttecked 2t d=ylight or stortlv thereaftcr on €
December ¥

The plan was to attack at dawn, but boeause of tho
weather, the sttack wes delayved until 1230,

brd

Can vou tell me the totsl number of ships thc Japanzse
Force lost, both comb»t end rmerchsnt s'.ips in thils
Operatlion?

Tvio or three mine sweepers were lost. No otner
me jor damege was encountered by our shivs,

Didn't you lose two destroyers from subrovine »ttack?

Yes, 1 think so.
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Q. Are you familler with the attack on Jananese Convoy

bv ‘merican Destroyers in MACL3S:H sTRAITS on 24
February?

A I »m not femiliar with the operation, but will ask
officers of the Third Flcet to 1pveﬂtig“tb 1t Ior
you. "he officers rre Captein IH.FA =2nd Captain
ISHIEARLA,

Qo sre vou familisr with the a2ctlon South of BLALI on 19
Februvery?

A, No,

Qe ‘re vou familisr with the details of the Battle of
JAVL S5ZA

Jou mis was 2 Third Fleet operstion. Ceoptnin ISFIH.RA will
give you this informestion,

Q. Vere there sny Japanese ships sunk in the J.VL SE.
ATTLEY

£+ No, only demaged.

Q. Vere any Japnnese bnttleships present?

Lo No.

Qe Aftor the battlc, some of our ships anttenpted to escapc
through.thc straits. Do vou know anything ~bout them?

A o I knew *they were sunk, but no detail. I believe th~7T
the destrover FUBUKI ¢ank the =CUSTCN.

Qo “lere alli the shipe sunk North of J.V. b2 or they got
through the Str~its?

A I think so, it ~m not sure.

S Did the large Jansncse Force oper-ting Soutn ST I A
have ~nv ~ction “t 2ll?

Ao \ Duteh deegtroyver wes sunk, but 1t was ~housht to be the
Jmericsn Crulser MAPBLHHHhD at the time.,

Qe Did rot know thot the HOUSTON had been borbaed ~nd only
the #vid. turrcts were in opereting condition?

A Yo, I didn't know thet.

Qe In the LING.Y.N Oper-~tions, wcre the shirs strprorting
the lending in the Gulf ﬁtfﬂcked by ~ircr~ft?

A, Yes, I think by l-nd ese plrnes.

Qe Do vou know whet damege the ships rcceived?

g I think th~t one 1light eruiser wrs slightly da nged.
Conteet Ceptein B, 1H.Pa TOT dctnils.,
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