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Extracts from the memoramdum, "EFFORTS FOR PEACE",
AYAMARO KONOYE « 104105, -

On the China Incident
l. Priaor to my organizing the Cabinet, I had repeated conferences
with the Chinese Ambassadar accredited to Japan and had exerted myself for the
adjustment of Sino-Japanese relations and offered my good offices to the Govern-
ment, being convinced that Japan and China must be eternal friends and that
Japan must help Chiang Kai-shek in his work of unifying China.

2. That a clash should occur between Japan and China soon after my

forming a Cabinet, therefore, was farthest from my true wishes. Accordingly,
I left no stone untumed in order to save the situation based upon the
principle of local settlement and of preventing the spreading of the trouble,
Conceming this situation, three facts must be remembered,
(1) The Japanese Government, far from taking a resolution to start
warfare u,gainst.- China, did its utmost to prevent it.

(2) The military itself, although it proposed the sending of troops

to China for the mrotection of the life and property of Japanese residents, al-
ways assured that it firmly held to the principle of non-aggrandizement and
loecal settlement.

(3) The results of my efforts to ascertain the policy of the military
toward China revealed that at least as far as its leaders were concerned, their

policy was not fundamentally different fron that of the Government., Consequently,

I came to the conclusion not that the Government lacked the power to check the
military -- under the Constitution, the Covernment and the military command are
mituelly independent -- but rather that the military leaders themselves were

unzble to command the whole military,
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3« As the non-aggrandizement policy thus grew gradually untenable
and especially vhen the war spread to Shanghsi, I came to think of a resigna-
tion of the entire Cabinet to answer far its responsibility, as well as to
show that it was contrary to its vill. Actually, we gave the matter of resigna-
tion serious consideration, However, what would have been the results of the
resigration? Is it conceivable that the elements that really led the military,
be they the Junior of ficers or the troops cn the spot, should have been moved
to reflect and to come to act toward the settlement of the disturbed situation?
Would there not have been & possibility that they would have set up a puppet
governrent and have led Japan further in a wrong direction?

I felt it my mission, avolding at a1l costs further to infuriate the
military, tc try all available means to check them, and did my utmost
accordingly.,

It was also o this end that T exerted my utmost to aid the come-back
of the KODO (Loyalist) faction, This effort of mine was checked by the military
leaders wyd by certain factions in the Imperial Court, .

This being the cass, I sincerely rsgret that I failed to check the
military due to my lack of ability, and at the same time I feel a keen sense
of responsibility. But I cannot subtmit myself to an acousation that I, in any
sense, approved or supparted amed invasion of China,

If I am charged with war crime for the former reason, I have nothing
to say; but I am firmly convinced of my innocence if for the latter reason.




rhxtracts from the memorendum, "EFFORTS FOR PLACLE", Dy
AYAMARO KONOYE 9pp. 104-105).
On the Chine Incident

l., Prior to my orgenizing the Cabinet, 1 had repeated confer-
ences with the Chinese Ambassedor accredited to vYapen and had exerted
myself for the &djusﬁment of Sino-Japanese relations asnd.offered my
good offices to the Government, being convinced that Yapen snd Chine.
must be eternal friends and that Japan must help Chiang Xsei-shek. in.
his work of unifyinz Chinsa.

2. *hat 2 clach should occur between Yapan and China soon after
my forming a Cabinet, therefore, wes farthest from my true wishes.

Accordingly, I left no stone unturned in order to save the situation

&

based upon the principle of local settlement snd of_ preventinz the
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spreeding of the trouble.

Concerning this situation, three facts must be remembered.

(1) lhe Japanese Government, fer from takirz a resolution to
stert werfare against China, did its utmost to prevent it.

(2) The military it selt’, although it proposed the sending of
troops to Chins or the protection of the life and property of Japa-
nese residents, alweys assured that it firmly held to the principle
of non-aggrandizement &nd locel settlement.

(3) The results of my efforts to ascertain the policy of the
militery towerd Lhine reveasled that at least as far &s its leaders
were concerned, their policy was not funadamentally different from
that® of the Government. Conseaguently, 1 came to the conclusion not

that the Government lacked the power to check the military -- under
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the Constitution, the Government and the military commend are mutu-
ally independent --, but rather that the military leaders themselves
were unable to commandlthe vhole military.

3. As the non-aggrandizement policy thus grew gradually untenable
and especially when the way spread to Shanghai, I came to think of
a resignation of the entire Cabinet to answer for its responsibility,
es well as to show thaﬂ@t was contrary to its will. Actuelly, we
gave the matter of resignation serlous consideration. However, what
would have been the results of the resignetion? 1Is it conceivable
that the elements that really led the military, be they the junior
officers or the troops on the spot, should have been moved to reflect
and to come to act toward the settlement of the disturbed situation?
Would there not have been a possibility that they would have set up a
puppet government and have led Yanan further in & wrong direction?

I felt it my micsion, avoiding at all costs further to infuriete
the military, to tfy all available means to check them, end did my
utmost eccordingly.

It wes elso to this end that I exerted mg utmost to aid the
come-back of the KODO (lLoyalist) fsesction. This effort of mine wes
checked my the military leaders and by certein fections in the
Imperiel Court.

This being the case, I sincerely regret thet I failed to check
the military due to my lack of ebility, end at the same time I feel

a keen sense of responsibility. But 1 cannot submit myself to an




accusation that I, j& any S€NseE, approved or supported armed in-

vesion of China.

If I am cha’g€d with war crime for the former reeson, 1 have

nothing to say; but_I am firmly convinced of my innocence it sfor

the letter r«&S0N.




