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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al
~V8= |
ARAKI Sadao, et al
- Defendants =

AFFIDAVIT

— e N e S e O Sl

NISHIO TOSHIZO

Having flrst duly sworn an oath as on the attached shest, in
accordance with the procedure provailing in my country, I hereby
depose 3s follows:

l. In January 1937, when General Ugaki raceived an Imperisal
order to form a cabinet, I was the Viee-Chilsaf of the General Staff.
I state herein ths circumstancaa wlithin the Army at that time,

At that time, the Chisf of the General Staff was Prince
Kanein,the War liinister was Gsneral Terauchl and the Inspector-
Goneral of Military Educatlon was General Suglyama. Genaral Umezu
was the Vice«~Minlster of VWar., Among ths central authorities of
the 4rmy there were strong opinions 1in oppesition to Genmral
Ugaki's cabinet-formation. At that time, after the 26 Fabruary
Incident, the central authoritiss of the Army intendad agd ene
deavored for the enforcement of internal cantrol of the Army.
However, much mlsunderstanding was prevalsnt about Gensral Uzakl
in the form of rumors regarding the so-called "March Incident".
Therefore, onca the news of General Ugaki's cablnet-Cormation
was8 knom, 2fflcers in minor positions, below chiefs of sactions
and bureaus, opposad his formation 21 =a cabinet, and clrepumstances
looked quite serious.

I conferred with Umezu, the Viecs-Minister of War, about
thls problem, consldoring the nocsssity of controlling the whols
army. bBoth I and General Umezu had good wlll for Genaral Ugakdi
and wore not opposzd personally to his forming A cablnet. Naver=-
thelase, If it wore to bas complatad without consideratisn of the
clrcumstances wlthin the \rmy, it would be impossibla to avoid
disordor or lack of control of the Army. Therzfors, we concludsd,
the problem sghould be handlzd by the conferance of thrsea leading
generals of the Army, and no subordinatss or younger officers shou
have any connsction with the matter. We strictly prohlbited any
undercurrents in the Army,

ifter that the problsm was handlsd by Generals Tserauchi
and Sugiyama. Though, 28 no consultation was had by them with
tholr subordinatas, I did not know of the fact at Firsty I was
told that tha generals visited Upakl and explained the serious
clrcumstances of the Army, requesting him to raconsider the mattep
of his cabinet-formation. I was also told that tho generals nego-
tiated with some candidates for flar Ninlster, who however did net
accept the post, glving as the reason the difficultiss of internal
control of the Army., Thus, I was told, in such clrcumstances
Ganeral Ugakl abandoned the attempt to organize a cabinet, In
addition, thls disturbancs within ths Army spraad to the ax-soldipg»
And slnce thes Ex-Soldiers' Association was quite worried shbout the
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state of affairs an 9Xplanation was made, I knew, under the name
of the Vice-Minister about ths particulars of ths problem,

- -;‘ = ‘\-_::’

2, “hen I was Chief of Staff of tha Kwantung Army, Lisutenant-

_ General Umezu was the Commandor of the China Garrison, - When Wap

% Minister Hayashi came to Hsinking for an inspection of Manchuria,
at the end of May 1955, the Kwantung Army reported to him the

. clrcumstances at that time. Commander Umezu also was called to
Hsinking by the Minister to report, and saw him. At that time I
also met Commander Umezu; the meeting, however, did not go be-

yond a mere greeting, and no confersnce ¥Aas had with the Kwantung

Airmy with respoect to policlizs, cte. Commander Unezu laft Hsinking

right after the meating with tho Minister, and returned to his
post.

Q- & T-'H

In accordance with my conscience I Swoar to tell ths whole
truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

Nishio Toshizo (2cal)

On this 30th day of September, 19&7
At Tokyo

Deponent HNishio Toshiz3 (seal)

I, Ikeda Sumihisa, hercby certify that the above state-

ment was sworn to by the deponent, who affixad hls signature and
seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same aate
At Tokyo
Witness: Ikeda Sumihisa (Szal)

Translation Certificate

L, Nishi Haruhlko, of the defense, hereby certify that I am
conversant with the “nglish and Japanese languages, and that the
foregoing is, to the best of my knowladge and belief, a correct

translation of the original document.
mm&#aruhiko

Tokyo
7 October 1947
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