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Kindly allow me to submlt to you the attached sheets
which I have written on behalf of my close friend,
Admiral ken Terashima. My excuse 1n doing go is that 1
have known him moet intimately from his early youth.

Mot only do we hail from the same province but also we
have, throughout our long Navel career, shared the sweel
and bitter like two brothers. Accordinegly, I think <

~an claim to know the man. way 1 degceribe the personallty
and views of this preclous friend of mine in the earnest
hope that he may be speedily released from the present
imprisonment at Sugamo, in the light of the recent

vercdict of the Tokyo War Crimes Trial which seems tO
absolve him of any susplclont

Thanking you for your kind sttention to the malter,

Yours sincerely,

_/ﬁ%jyéiéQ&#éLry Viornimra 2
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Cacse of Admiral ken Terashima

————M———-—.

! it Oorn in 1882 in Waxayama prefecture, Aen Terashima
graduated from tne navael Academy with honor. IiHe Was sent
Lurope where he stayed some flve years mostly in England and
Prance. During these years, he served with distinction &as
navel attache to the Japanege Embessy in Parls where his
outetanding personallty commended an ablding admiration of

s great number of people who, even now, remain his trusted
friends. In 1924 he wse appointed eenlor aid de camp to the
minkgter of Navy (Takarabe) and 1t fell to hie duty to take
cherge of external affairs of the Ministry. He executed hls
duty with remarkeble success and he made no secret of the
fadt that he enjoyed 1t. Thus he became gradually recognized
age an expert on matters concerning international law and
usage and was generally regarded as one of the nogt promissing
officers. Thie recognltion was not limited to the Jaranes@
circle but was shared fully by ¢

friendly irowers

decorations were conferred upon nilie.

e Such an officer should have eagily risen to tne highes%t
position in the Navy. Indeed, it was a Ieneral concensus of
ovinion both in and oul of the navel circle that Terashina
woped surely become Navy Minister in due course of time.
However, this was not to De. He wee obliged to leave active
service in March , 1934, It wae cue 1O the fsct, which 18
universally known in this country, that as the Director of the
uresau of Education, and later as the Director of the Bureau
of wilitary Affairs of the Naval Minietry, Terashlma vigorously
supported the London Naval Tresty of 1930 and also strongly
cemanded the severe punlshment of the perpetrators of the Kay
15th Incident of 1¢%2. It should be rememoered that there
nrevailed a grave dissentlon of views regarding the London
Ireaty and that only those officers who held unwavering
conviction in the cause Of friendly cooperation with tne
Testern rowere openly advocated it. Oppositlion to this Treaty
was 80 violent that 1t took a considerable courage Ol thelr
part to defend 1t%. Tt 1s on record that Terashlma fought
valiantly for the Treaty. As regarde the May 1loth Incident,
1t must be recalled that the slackness of justice in thls cage

was largeliy responsible for the subeequent repetition of
similar incidents, a fact which proves the stateman-like
trneicht of Terashima. There 1s no nead to point out that 1in
view of the rising temper of naetionaliem in these days, hils
sotion reqgulred a superb courage, involving him in great
personal danger.

Teraghima also opposed the alteration of the provislone
sf the Naval General Staff sponsored by the extremist elements
which aimed at enlarging the powers of the Chief of the
Naval Generzl Staff at tne expense of thoge of the Minister of
Navy. The former Wwas highly critical of the London Treaty
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while the latter was gﬁz favor of i1t. It wees actually the
alm of the Navel Genersl Staff to embsark uron an active
preraration for war and Terashime firmly orros=2d4 it.

Thege etands taken by Terashime neturally antagonirzed
the bulk of the right-wing officere and brought his cthsrwlse
veryv nromissing career to an abrupt end. Indeec, he was
branded 28 a traitor to the cause of the Tmeer1a1 Navy.

He nsver advanced beyond the ran¥fof Vice Admiral. In one

of the entries of the Harada Llisry, there 18 & pessare

which ettrioutes a reasrk to Terashima to the effect that he
derlored to Baron Herada the fact that Admiral Osuml, the
Navy ikinister, was gradualily falling under the influence of °
the extrenlste and that the Navy was induleging in estltitude
and ections similar to those of the Army. This wse on the
eve of Terashima's dismissal from the pcst of the Director of
kilitary Affalr Buresu of the Navy. Thig is $he one of the
meny instancee which 1ilustrate hie ceneral outlook.

5a After his withdrawal from the Navy, Terashima vpecame,
in Decemnber of the same year, the Fresident of the Urega
Dockyerd Comnany Ltd. He thus became 2 civilian without any
official position when in October 1G41, he was appointed as
‘inister of Communications (and concurrently Minister of Fal¥e
way) in the Tolo Tsbinet. He had had n¢ acquelntanceshirp
previouely with General Tojo. Hie entry into the TJeblnet was
through the recommendstidn of & body of liberal oplnion in the
Nevy which, though not very influential, was still horling
to precerve veace at that critical Jjuncture. Aeg is well
<nown now, gll the important mejor policles of tie Ctate were
ueliLerﬂ*Pd and declided upon at the Lisglson Confereice from 1
the outbreak of tne Chliba Inclident in 193y, Tersesnlima
never participated in 1t, not being in pcsltion to dO &0,
Thig algo ccvers the perliod from the apprcocintument in the
“mbinet to the ocutbreak of the recific War. Tskeshl Terashima,
hig scn, has submitted to the Legal Section of the Scep
Pﬁﬁqvnte evidences on this noint.

AfTter the policy of openins of hostlillitles wee decided
uron Cy tre Lialeon Conference, the Czabinet uouL not 4o
anything to alter, but to #OQUIGHOF in, 1t. Terasnlma was .
thorcughly opposed to war believirieg g2 he did in peace. The
circumstanceg of his retirement frcowu the Havy teetlfy to hils
cettled convictione regarding the maintenance of Triendly
relations with Americe and EBritain. &Hilnicter of Communications
is an outeider, so to speek, to the iwrcrtant declisione of the
State and he hed to follow tne path isid out Dy thes Lialson
Conference. Terashima merely took chrya of sucni technical
matters g8 wall, Communicatione, Land and Sea Transportstion,
etc., and, moreover, even these matters were uncer the
dominant influence of the fighting serviceg, in varticular
the Army, and the Flanning Foard anda alwhlb; sovernment
inetitutions. iinlister of Jommunioa*‘*ns belng & civillan
Ninleter, could not exert sny influen elnfly or collectively,

on the course of national rollcy. It may be added here that




Terashime withdrew from Tojo Cabinet in October 1S43 prior
to the collapse of tne Cablnet due to disagreement with
General I0JO.

There is a degree Of difference of limportance among
the Cabinet Linlisters. It was perhaps through the recognition
of this point by the Allied FPowers that Mr. Hatta, Railway
Minister from December 2, 1941 to Feburuary 19, 1944, wes
never included amon the War Criminal Suspects and that
Mr. Ino, AMinlster of Agriculture and Forestry from June 17,
1941 to April zO, 1943, was set free slready in 1546, It
seems anomalous &t least that Terashima who occupled &
similar post, 1s still detalned in prieson. Moreover, tne
verdict of Tokyo War Crimes Trial sbsolved Admiral Shimada
(Navy WMinister), kr. Togo (Foreign kinister), Mr. Xays
(Finance Minister) and Mr. Suzukl (Fresident of the Planning
Board) from the charees of strocities on the vrrieoners of
war. Consequently, Terashima should be held innocent on this
head, too.

In cshort , Terashima was well versed in the 1deas &nd 1deails
of the Wegt and all his life he observed them as the gulding
lieht of his conduct. A man of advanced culture and of
libersl education, he was always most anxious to promote
the cause of internatliconal peace.




