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“THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF SLAVERY;
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IN IQ%ARD TO ITS INFLUENCE

- THE GENERAL WELFARE.

_BY EDM[_J’ND RUFFIN, 01? VIRGINIA,

Slavery general in Aneient times—Causes of
Slavery— Aversion.. to labor of . degraded
classes and. of barbarous communities.

Slavery has existed from as early time as
historical records furnish any information of
the soeial and political condition of mankind.
There was no country, in the most ancient!
time of its history, of which the people had
made any considerable advances in industry
or tefinement, in which slavery hadnot been
previously and long established, and in general
use.  The reasons for this universal early ex-
istence of slavery, and of domestic or indi-
vidual slavery, (exeept aniong the most igno-'
rant and savage tribes,) can be readily deduced
from the early conditions of society.

Whether in savage or ¢ivilized life, the low-
er'that individuals are degraded by poverty:
and want, and the fewer are their means for
comfort, and the enjoyment of either intellec-
tual or physical pleasures; or of relief from

hysical sufferings, the lower do they desceud
in their appreciation of actual and even natu-
ral wants; and the more do they magnify and
dread the efforts and labors  necessary to
protect thémselves against the occurrence of
the privations and sufferings with which they
are threatened. When ‘man sinks so low as
not, to feel artificial wants, or utterly to-dis-
pair of gratifying any such wants, he becomes
brutishly careless nud‘indol?nﬁ, even in pro:
viding, for natural and physical wants, upon
which provision even life is dependeént. All
suich persons soon learn to regard present and
continuous labor as anevil greater than the
probable but uncertain future occurrence of
‘ extreme privation, or even famine, and conse-
quent death from want. ' Hence the most sav-
age tribes of tropical regions are content to
rely for sustenance almost entirely on the nat-
ural productions of a fertile and bounteous
soil. “The savage inhabitants of léss fruitful
lands, and under more rigorous climates, de
pend on hunting and fishing for a precarious
support, and with irregular alternations of
abundance and lavish waste, with destitution
and hunger and famine, And ‘in every civi-

lized and plentiful, and evén generally indus-
trious“country, there are to be found, in' the
lowest grade of free inhabitants; many indi-
viduals, families, and eommunities of many
families, who live in the most abject condition
of poverty and privation in whieh life can be
preserved, (and is not always preserved,) and
Rrefer such wretched existence to the alternas
tive of steady labor, by which they might
greatly improve their condition, if ‘not relieve
all wants for the necessaries of life. 'Rven in
countries; and among a general lation, in
‘which the highest rewards are he 3 out for la-
bor and industry-—where some intellectual,
and also moral and religious instruction, are
within ‘the réach of all whe will seek and ac-

|cept such benefits, there are numerous cases

of men who not only forego - all intellectial
‘and moral improvement for themselves and
their families, and the attempt to gratify all
artificial wants; but who also neglect the velief
of ‘the most humble comforts and even neces-
saries of life, rather than resort to that regu-
lar course of labor which would furnish the
medns for comfortable subsistence. In all such
cases—whether in civilized or in savage socie~
ty, or whether in regard to'individuals, fami-
lies in successive generations; or to more ex-
tended communities—a good'and proper reme-
dy for this evil, if it could be applied, would
be 'the enslaving of ‘these reckless, wretehed
drones and cuniberers of the earth, and there-
by ‘compelling them to habits of labor, and in
return satisfying their wants for necessaties,
and rai¢ing them and their progeny in the scale
of ‘humanity, not only phyﬂina]lj",{mt' ‘morally
andintellectually. Such ameasure would be the
most beneficial in youngor rude communities,
where labor is scarce and dear, and the means
for subsistence easy 'to obtain. For even
among a barbarous people, where the aversion
to laboris universal, those who could not be
induced to labor with their own hands, and in
gprson, if they became. slaveholders, would
be ready enough to compel the labor of their
slaves; and also would soon learn to économize
'and aceumulate the products of their labor.

Hence, among any savage people, the intro-
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. weuction and establishment of domestic slavery
is necessarily an improvement of the condition
and wealth and well-being of the community
in general, and also of the comfort of the en-
slaved class, if it had consisted of such persons’
as were lowest in the social seale—and is bene-
ficial in every such case to the master class,
and to the community in general.

Indolence of free laborers at high wages— Dif-
ferent incentives to_free and slave labor—

Comparative nalues. ; .

But the disposition to indulge indolence
(even at great sacrifices of benefit which might
be secured by industrious labor) is not pecu-
liar to the lowest and most degraded classes of
civilized communities. It is notorious that,
whenever vhe demand for labor is much great-
er thap the supply, or the wages of labor are
much higher than the expenses of living, very
many, even of the ordinary laboring class,
are remarkable for-indolence, and work no
more than compelled by necessity. The great-
er the demand, and the higher the rewards,
for labor, the less will be performed;as a gene-
ral rule, by each individual laborer.. Ifithe
wages of work for one day will support the
laborer or mechanie and his family for three,
it will be very likely that he will be idle two-
thirds of his time. ¢

Slave labor; in each individual ease, and for
each small measure of time, is more slow and.
inefficient than the labor of a fre¢ man. The
latter knows that the more work he performs,
in a short time, the greater will be his reward
in earnings, . Hence, he has every inducement
to exert himself while at work for himself,
even though he may be idle for alonger time af-
terwards. The slave receives the same sup-
port, in food, elothing, and other allowances,
whether he works much or little ; and hence
he has every inducement to.spare himself as
much as possible, and to do as little work as
he can, without drawing on himself punish-
ment, which is the only incentive to slave la-
bor. It is, then, an unquestionable general
truth, that the labor of a free man, for any
stated time, is more than the labor of a slave,
and if at the same cost, would be cheaper to
the employer. ‘Hence it has been inferred, and
asserted by all who argue against slavery, and
is often admitted even. by those who would
defend its expediency, that, as a general rule,
and for whole communities, free labor is cheap-
er than slave labor. = The rule is false,; and the
exceptions only are true. Suppose 1t admit-
ted that the labor of slaves, for each hour or
day, will amount to but two-thirds of what
hired free laborers would perform in the same
time, . But the slave labor is continuous, and
every day at least it returns to the employers
and to the community, this. two-thirds of full
labor. . Free laborers, if to be hired for the
like duties: would require at least double the

amount of wages. to perform ‘one-third more
labor: in each day, and.in general, would be
idle and earning nothing; more length of time
than thatspent in labor. Then, on these prem-
ises and suppositious, it is manifest, that slave
labor, with its admitted defect in this-respect,

.

will be cheapest and most profitable to the em-
ployer, and to the whole community, and will
yield more towards the general increase of
production and public wealth; and that the

free laborer who is idle two daysiout of three,

even if receiving double wages for his days
of labor, is less Iaborious, and less productive
for himself, and for the community, and the:
public wealth, than the slave. 4

The mistake of those who maintain, or -ad- -
mit, this generally asserted proposition, that
“free labor is cheaper than slave labor,” is -
caused by assuming: as true, that self-interest
induces free hirelings to labor continuously
and regularly. Thisis never the case in gene-
ral, except where daily and continuous labor
is required to obtain a bare daily subsistence.
That case, and its consequences, will be con-
sidered hereafter. For the present, 1 will re-
turn to the causes of slavery.

War formerly a source and producer of slavery. -

Though slavery would, in the manner above
stated, have been introduced (if not vtherwise)
among every savage people above the lowest
and least improvable condition of the savage
state, still the institution generally preceded; ;
and so prevented, the existence of these condi-
tions. For there were other still earlier and
sufficiently operative causes. Assoon as men
outgrew and emerged from strictly patriarchal
or pure fumily government, (the most ancient
of all.) a1.d were included in larger communi-
ties, under governments of usurpation and.
foree, it, must be supposed that the strong
ruled and oppressed the weak, whether acting
or acted upon as individuals or as communi-
ties, and in that manner that the weaker
would become slaves to the stronger. If not
produced otherwise, thiswould necessarily be
the result of war between semi-barbarous
communities; and war has existed between
such communities, and has rarely ceased, since
men were first arrayed in  different political
bodies. Where civilization. and refinement
were so low as among the most ignorant sava-
ges of Australia, or most of the North Ameri-
can Indians, the prisoners of war would be
put to death, because no profitable use could
be made of them. But where any advances
had been made in regular industry, and espe-
cially where: the right of private property in
land had been established, the expediency of
making domestic slaves and laborers of prison-
ers of wa? would soon be acknowledged and
acted upon. Thus one of the earliest effects
of the institution of slavery would be to lessen
the horrors of war by saving lives that would
otherwise be sacrificed. ¢

Slavery imposed as penalty for crime or debt. *

In the early conditions of society and of
private property, most of the debtors to indi-
viduals, or to the sovereign, or delinquents =
whose punishments were pecuniary or pro-
perty amercements, would rarely have any
other property or meaps, for pafrment than
their own persons. Hence would certainly
follow (as still is the usage in barbarous coun-
tries) slavery as the payment for debt, and
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. penalty for crimes, or offences against thegove-
reign or the laws. With the injustice and
crue &%;J‘usual in all barbarous communities,
the families of delin ui’s‘ntq thus condemned to’
slavery would also (i,)é enslaved. And if this
weére not ordered b{ vengeance and cruelgy,
it would almq‘zii ‘surely be reti‘uired by expedi-
ency, and even humanity. For the destitute
wife and young children of a slave, and any

future and more helpless infants, would gene:
rally need to be supported, or would perish
from want. In barbarous communities, regu’

lar maintenance in such cases can only be had |’

from & master who can afford to support in-
fant and then unprofitable slaves, to é): com-
peénsated by the subsequent labors of their)
mature life and profitable service. Thus,
slavery would necessarily, and from the begin-
ning, become hereditary, and be everywhere
a permanent and fixed condition, g

n

e ' g
re. personal slavery'is not needed, and. if.
Previously established would cease to exist..
‘Bﬁbhe two modes 'above stated, slavery
would necessarily be established in the early
state of society of every young and barbarous
community which was not so savage as to be
destitiate of all regular industry, and of ' 'the
artificial wants which induce n.?emand for, or
the desire to possess, the accumulated’pro-
duets:of labor. Without the existence: of
such a'demand for thé services of slaves as'
will induce and compensate the providing for
their regular and sufficient support, domestie
slavery cannot be begun. And if hefore ex:
isr}mg(,ineiglher can i:d be continued in old coun-
tries densely p , where the support of a
slave will- bye: mi costly than the hire of a
free man; driven to his greatest exertion by
extreme want, and depressed by the ]
tion of ‘his fellows to the lowest rate-of wages|
at which subsistence is possible: friitres

i
The cevils and benefits of slavery. stated gene-
: " rally, . :

Slavery, when thus introduced, would be
frequently attended with circumstances of
great hardship, injustice, and sometimes atro-
clous ‘cruelty. Still, the consequences and
general. results were highly beneficial. By
this means only—the compulsion of domestic
slaves—in the early conditions of -society,
could labor be made to produce wealth. B;

this aid only could leisure be afforded to the
master class to cultivate mental improyement;
and refinement of manners; and artificial
wants be created and, indulged, which would
stimulate the desire and produce the effect, to
accumulate the products of labor, which alone
constitute private and public wealth. To the
operation and first results of domestic slavery
were due the gradual civilization and general
improvement of manners and of arts among
all originally barbarous peoples, who, of them-
selves, or without being conquered and sub-
jugated (or enslaved politically) by a more en-
lightened people, haye subsequently emerged
from  barbarism and  dark ignorance. The
slavery supposed to be thus introduced would
be. the subjection, of people of the same race
with their masters—of equals to equals—and

‘theréfore this would be slavery of the most
’objéd_tionable kind. Tt ‘would involve most
'injustice and hardship to the enslaved—would
render it more difficult for the masters to com-
‘mand and enforce obedience—and would make
the ‘bonds of servitude more galling to the
slaves, because of their being equal to their
‘masters (and, in many individual cases, greatly
superior,) in nat-n_{ai’, endowments of mind.
The-greatest works of ancient nations due to
i slavery, and in its worst form.

Still, even this worst and least profitable
kind of elavery (the subjection of equals, and"
men “of ‘the same race with their masters)
served as the foundation and the essential first
cause of ‘all the civilization and refinement,
and'improvement of arts and learning, that dies
tinguished the oldest nations. * Except where
(the special Providence and care of God may
have interposed to guard a particular family
'and its descendants, there was nothing but the
‘existence of slavery to prevent any race er
'society in a state of nature from sinking into”
‘the rudest barbarism.'And ne people could '
‘ever have been raised from that low condition’
‘without the aid 'and' operation’ of slavery, -
either by some individuals of the community
beéing made slaves to others, or the whole com-
'munity being enslaved, by ¢onquest and sub~
jugation, in sonie form, to a foreign‘and: more
‘enlightened people. The very ancient and
'wonderful works of ‘construction and seulp-
iture in Egypt and Hindostan could’ never
vha,;z,eAbeﬁn exgcg&ag,.il‘or;’ggeq”tﬁle desire ublo
ipossess them conceived, except where compul-
oty Iabor had Iong beed in e, and sould bo
‘applied to such great works. And to the
‘same cause was due, not only the later and far
more perfect and admirable works of art in
Greede and Rome, but also the marvellous
‘triumphs of intellect among: these successive
masters of the then:known world. And not
only were great works ofiutility and orna--
ment 8o produced, -nations - enriehed and
strengthened, and empires ‘established and
maintained, but also there were moral results,
lin private and social life,sof far niore value:.
In much edrlier time, it was on this institution .
of domestic slavery thiat: was érected the ad-:
 mirable and benificent mastership and govern--
'ment: of the patriarch :Abraham; who-owned

Y | so many domestic slavés that he could sud-.

denly call ‘out: and-lead three hundred and.
eighteen of ‘them, able to- bear arms, to repel.
and punish the invasion of: foreign hostile -
itribes.: «The: like system of domestic slavery-
| then, and for many ages after; subsisted in-
every part of ‘the world in which any consid=
erable moral or mental progress or economical
improvement was to be seen. -

Evils of ancient slavery, and its great extension
and abuse, and relicf offered by another kind.
The institution, of slayery in ancient times,
with its great benefits, had. also its great evils, -
and not only in:its first establishment, but in,
its. latest incidents. The ease and cheapness,
with which: slaves could beracquired in the,
latter, times of the Roman Empire induced,
their being held in great and unnecessary-
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numbers, and no_small proportion. of them.
were of captive barbarian and, warlike. ene-

mies, These conditions were necessary eaus
of wealnees of the master class, and.
general eommunity, and helped to invite and

to aid the suecess’of the hordes of barbarian|d
inyaders that swept over the then eiyilized,

world like a_deluge, and, for ages afterwards,
buried Europe under dark ignorance and bar-
barian rule. ~ Still, slow-growing, yet complete,
final: relief, sprang from the same cause==
slavery —that had produced the former civili-
zation: . In one or other form, whether of the
general and. political slavery of a people, (as
of the eonquered to their conquerors,) or of
class to class, or of serflom, villenage, or
slayery to thesoil, or of personal slavery, this
institution was universal during the dark and
semi-barbarous middle ages of Europe., And

in.the beginning it was from the slaves made;

of@hg;enlightened and refined, but effeminate
and; cowardly former masters of the: lands;
that the latter civilization first began, and

was communicated to their barbarous eon-

querors and their masters, Thus, and eon-
trary to, the general order of things in this
.case, the enslaved, and not.the master elass,
“wwas the source of improvement . to the other.
"o this cause it was owing. that the revival of
«eivilization and learping in Europe oecurred
«eenturies earlier than would have been the
«ease if the. slayes, after the complete; con-
-quests made by barbarians, had been as.igno-
rant as their masters, (i | g

The extinction. of “individual slavery the neces-
“sary result of an excess, of free labor—The
competition of free laborers, and their great-
est sufferimgs, produce the greatest profits of
eapital. i

But in every eountry; «when covered by a
dense population, and when subsistence to free:
laborers becomes difiieult: to be obtained, the
competition for eniployment will tend to
depress the price of: 1, - gradually, to the
lowest rate at. whieh a bare subsistence can
be purchased. - Theindelence naturil toman,
and especially in his lowest and most degra-|
ded i state, can then:nolonger be indulged;
because to be idle would net be to suffer pri-
vation only, and to ‘ineur risks of greater suf-
féring, but ‘absolutely and speedily to ‘starve
and die of want,  If domestic slavery could
have continued: to existi'so long; the slaves

then would ‘be in a very much better condi-

tion than the free laborers, because possessing.
-assured means for support, and ‘that for much:
Jess labor and hardship. For sharp: want;

:hunger and cold, are more effective incentives

‘to-labor than the slaveowner's whip, even if
iits use is not restrained by any feeling of jus-
itice or mercy. Bat under such conditions of
free -labor, domestic or individual slavery
could not exist: For whenever want and
npetition shall reduce the wages of free
below the '¢ost of slave labor, then it/
will'be more profitable for the slaveowner
- . and employer to hire free labor (both cheap-
ened and driven by hunger and mis’er{()’ than’

- to maintain slaves, and compel their labor less

°

of the |

effectually and at greater expense,  Under .
,s,gtfhfcqn litions, slaves (if "th’eypedl,‘t.ld np’ﬁ,"abe ’
sold. ,s'ndedre‘;nov;ed‘ldtp' bn%?ﬁhc{, eountry,
here needed) wonld be réadily emancipated |
by masters 1:0) whom ﬁ‘ lia;{ ;Yq@lqéxggbur- :
densome. Soon, under the eperating mflu-
ence of self-interest alone on the master elass,

domestic slavery would come to an %nd of

itself—give place to the far more stringent

and oppressive rule of want, as a compeller.
of labor, and be substituted la';clab&rqli!ei’y,t
or the absolute subjection of the whole class_
of laborers to the whole class of employers—
or of labor to capital. Then, in the progress -
lof society; first begins to be trne, and soon -
becomes entirely true, the hackneyed propo-

sition that “free laber is cheaper than slave

icumstances, when the supply of labor is regu-
larly or generally greater than the demand. .
iThen the surplus hands must be left without
employment; aud therefore without means for
subsistence. ‘They ‘can  obtain ‘ employmen
only by under-bidding the rate of wages then
‘veceived by the laborers employed; and so be
engaged by throwing as many other laborers’-
outi of work: - These must, in like manner;
submit to the same reduetion of wages, to be
‘enabled again to ebtain employment by get=
ting the- places of as many others; Finally,
allareeempelled to workfor the reducedwages.
But, - aftéer ‘this general reduction; still; as
before; the supply of hands will esceed (and-

more and mere with the increase of popula+

ttion) the demand for their labor; as many .
‘therefore!as are surplus must be always out of |
employmenty and struggling to obtain it—and
by the same process, competition, urged by ex-
treme want, will fend still more tolower wages.
Thus want-and competition ‘will eontinue to
compel thesuperfluous and unemployed hande
to submit to more and more reduction of
wages, until the amount eng;agg. obtained
is very mueh less than what is needed for the
-comfortable gubsigteudx and healthy support
of the Jaborer.” And during all the time of
thiis long eontinued competition and struggle’
for ‘subsistence,” while the rate of wages is

' being gradually lowered, the ameunt of toil
«of each Jaborer is increased—or at least aslong
as the human frame can’ bear increased exer-
tion. " When the greatest. im"mbk amount of
labor is thus obtained for the lowest amount o{
wages that can barely sustain life and strengt
for labor, there las been attained tne most per-

operations’ for the class of capitalists and em-
;‘)téyéi%;‘_imqt also’ for' the most: rapid inerease
of "general and national wealth.” But thesé”
benefits (so much lauded and deemed so desi-
rable for every 'cﬁl;gggy, and by almost every
riter;)are purchased only by the greatest
possible amount of toil, privation, and misery
of the class'of laborers under which they can
live and ‘work: It is readily admitted that
slave labor could never yield n'nythinf like
'such large net returns—and that it would not
only produce less, but would ‘cost more.
Slaves could not be subjected to such extreme

privation and misery, because they must be

Bl

labor;” and it is only true under these cir- -
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Eils caused to the former sérfs and to the com-
munity; by their emancipation.

. Such are the present conditions of things,
and the relations of labor and eapital in Eng-|
land, especially—and also to great extent in
France, and the other most ous and rieh-
est countries of the eivilized world. - When|
these latter conditions (usually understood to
be evidences of the highest state of national
prosperity) were first in progress, and were
oxtended, personul slavery rapidly disappear-
ed. It had formerly been general in some
form in every part of Europe. It now only
remains as aer&om in'the Russian and Aus-
trian dominions, and some other of the least

« improved portions of Eurepe.
hen the slaves or serfs of Europe were
left free, their masters were relieved from
what was then comparatively a burden, be-
cause they were able to hire cheaper free
labor. ' But the former slaves suffered from
the change more than their former masters
ained. All‘of them were necessarily thrown
into the lowest class of free laborers. The
‘“meost industrious and provident among them
“'eould but enter upon the struggle for employ-
ment with the most necessitous competitors,
« previously free. Theindolent and the reckless
“would either live by depredating on the eom-
munity, as beggars or thieves, or would per-
ish from disease or starvation, er other con-
sequences of want and suffering.  And such
were the effects, Even as late as 1693, the
*-amount of pauperist’ and beggary, vagrancy,
“thieving, and other petty crimes, and of ex-
“freme misery, was so great among the poorest
welass in Scotiand, that Fleteher of Salton, (an
gble statesman, & true patriot; and a stern re-
publiean, and also 8 strong reasoner, and an
~elegant scholar,) wrote and published an elabo-
~yate argument, maintaining and urging the
~expedieney of reducing this class of persons
vto the condition of slavery, not only to relieve
«the .community, but for their own benefit,
and to save them from the extremity of suf-
¢ Qeneral and extreme ’
_ possible in a slave-holding community.
" :8olong as domestic slavery is general in
. any country, and for the most part supplies
* Pletther's “ Two Discourses on the Afairs of
e e
:‘::glg)nm!?ﬁmm door to door. That was & lll‘llxgomésf
unusual distress. But, he adds, “yet, in all time, there
have been abeut 100,000 of these vagabonds who have
lived without .any regardio thelaws of the land, or
. to. those of God and nature.” He says, further, that
all the other mations of Europe (except Holland)
ed under 2 similar ure. As no such evil
o been complained of by amy of the writers of an-
»tiquity, and as:much poverty was the consequence, in
a&w, of the mission of slaves, Filetcher in-
1 that the existence of slavery was the cause of
@ the comfort and industry of the lower orders in former
- .~ Hence, this “statesman and patriot of the
_highest order” propesed the reducing of all these des-
i ' mendieants and their my g aﬂ::ﬂazgy a
e means by which &'e could be compell .i;

and have insured to them the neécessaries of life.
. ee: article “ Fletcher of Salton,” in Edinburgh En-
I nci. qm” 1 therefrom, at page 749, vol.

ering from want im-

the labor of the country, there is no possibil-
ity of the oeccurrence of the sufferings of the
laboring class, such as were described above.
There, the evils which are caused by extreme
want and destitution, the competition for sus-
tenanee, class-slavery of laber to capital, and
lastly pauper slavery, are all the in¢idents and
necessary results of free society, and “free
m’ df;fore such evils ean visit any la-
ing of personal slaves, they must
have first been lZemxmeipmzed, a8 l;{mgmﬂ
slavery abolished. This abolition of slavery
is indeed like to oeccur in every coumtry
in_ the progress of society, and where the
\increasing population has no sufficient and
advantageous  outlet. ‘But so long as do-
mestic slavery remains, and is the main
supply of labor, among any eivilized people,
it1s a certain indieation, and the most unques-
tionable evidence, that extensive and long
continued suffering from want or hunger have
as yet had no existence in that country. The
first greatieffect of such distress will be to re-
duce (by competition) the wages of ft:ﬁbor
elow the eost of maintaining slaves®-and
this effect would next cause the extinetion of
slavery, by the mode of sale and exportation,
or otherwise the emancipation of all the slaves.
After this step has been made, of course,in
due time, the want and suffering, which are
the necessary incidents and consequences of
free society, are to be expected to follow in
after times. e
When temporary evils, great loss, and dis-
tress, fall upon slaveholding countries, it is
not: the laboring class (as in free society) that
feels the first and heavest infliction, but the
masters and employers. If a slaveholding
country is visiteef by dearth, ravaged by war,
or by pestilence<—or suffers under any other
causes of wide-spread calamity—every domee=
tic slave is as. much as before assured of his
customary food and other allowances, and of &
mutemg;u xe in sickness. n;d vi}:}ﬁrmity,_, even
. master clgss, and the country at
large, have but half Q:k?’e‘ reviously e:ging
profits, or value of eapital... A striking proof

|of this was afforded by the recent (and still

continuing) generalsuspension of payments.of
the banks in this country, and the ¢ uent
universal pecuniary loss and distress. Pay-
ments of debts could not be obtained, com-
modities could not be sold, and all manufaec-
turing and some other great industrial opera-
tions either had to be continued for grea!{v‘;:-
dueced prices and wages, or to be entirely. sus-
pendetf if of such kind as could be su !

In consequence, in the Northern States, the
free hired laborers were thrown out of em-
ployment, or employed only at much reduced
wages, Hence all such persons. were greatly
damaged or distressed, and thousands of the
mbataSeltituta were.ready to starve.  Hence
hunier mobs were menacing the city of New
Yor) vltls pillage, e;nd 3he last evils of a
vieious and unbridled and starving ,‘mlu e,
excited to insurrection and deﬁanc;p?) 1
authority. . Universal loss from this cause al
visited .the slaveholding States, and every
property holder, andalso, to some extent,every
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other free man thereini’ But not'a slave has
lost ‘& meal, ‘or a comfort; and as a class,
the slaves searcely know of the oceurrence:
of ‘this ‘great' national calamity  which has
8o universally. ' damaged ‘their masters, and
the capitalists and employers-of labor. Nor.
was the difference of effect owing to the slaves
being generally engaged in agricultural labors.
The'very large business of manufacturing to-
bacco, in Virginia, is carried on almost exelu-
sirr:lj:;by the labor of slaves, and those mostly
hired by the year. - The late bank suspension

serving to suspend all paynients of debts to,

andineome of, their great establishments, they

were generally compelled to suspend work,

even:though still obliged to feed and support
their hired slave laborers, who, for some time,

thus received their full allowance and sup-
port, while remaining perfectly idle, and re-

turning no.compensation whatever to their em-
ployers who had hired them for the year.

The. “ associated labor” doctrine of the social-
ists true—but deficient in the main agency,
whick slavery only can supply.

The socialists of Europe, and of the Northern
States of this Union, (there are none existin,
in‘our Southern States,) of every sect, an
however differing on other points, have all
adveecated the association of labor, in some
form or other, asthe great means for reforming
the evils of society arising from starving com-
petition for labor. The founders and preach-
ers of socialism had all observed and earnesti:
appreciated these evils. They saw that,in ad-
vanced society, labor was the slave of capital,
and that the more capital was enriched by
the employmeant of labor, the less was aéquir-
ed and retained by the individual laborers,
and thé more their wants and sufferings were
increased. They also saw, and correetly, that
there was great loss of time and labor in the
domestic operations of every poor family, and
most in the poorest families—and also, that

thus aiding each other, might be made much
motre productive. = And if by laborers being:

associated in large numbers, ‘and directed by |

their combined knowledge to the most: profit-
able:purposés and ends, all unnecessary waste
(as oceurs inisolated families) wasprevented,
and all the actual efforts of labor' utilized—
the met profits:and economy of such associa-
ted labor would be much increased, and thus;
the ‘laborers might secure and retain 4 suffi-
cient: subsistence, jout of the larger share of
theprofits of their labors, which now goes to
thé:share of einployers and/capitalists. .~ Their
views and doctrines are trué in the main, and
are altogether so'plausible,-and so applicable
to the wretched condition of labor in'the most
advanced conditions of societyin Europe, that:
the teachers have found mumerous believers
and  zealous disciples. - Sundry: associations
have been originated in Burope, and establish-:
ed in America, (as a new country-only offered
theneeded facilities,) to carryout, in different

* modes, the great object of assoeiatingand coms:

bining “labor, for the common ‘and ‘general

has met with signal, and also speedy, failure; .
except a few, of religious associations, which
were under the guidance and direction of &
'single despotic head. In all othercases, no mat-
ter how benevolent and intelligent the lead-
ers—and though one hour of labor, in each
day, in this-cheap and fertile country, would
yield more food than fifteen hours’ labor in
‘Europe—still these associations soon failed in
their every aim and purpose, and were several-

1y broken up as soon as their inherent defects

were made manifest, and seen to be inevita-
ble and incurable incidents of the system.

Yet, so far astheir facts and reasoning go, and
in their main doctrines, the socialists are right.
Associated labor can be much more produc-
tive, and be conducted more economically,
than the labors of individuat persons or fami-
lies. The socialist theorists reasoned correctly,
and in their practical experiments they devised
good but defeetive plans. They constructed
-admirable and complex machinery to produce
certain final results, in° which every wheel
and other operating agent was well adjusted as
'a secondary cause, or effect of another preced-
ing cause.” But in all these great and com-
plicated works, the artificers had omitted to
supply the first and great motive power, which
is to be found only in one directing mind, and
one contrelling will.  Supply the one supreme
head and governing power to the association
of labor, (for the suitable conditions of soeie~
ty,) and the scheme ‘and/its operation will be=
come &s perfect as can be expected of any
‘human institution. But in supplying this sin-
gleruling power, thie association is thereby con-
verted to the condition of domestic slavery.
And our system of domestic slavery offers in
use, and to the greatest profit for all parties
in the association, the realization of all that is

'sound and valuable in the soecialists’ theories
‘and doetrines, and supplies the great and
fatal defeet of all their plans for practically
'associating labor.
the productive labors of all, if associated,and'|

A few illustrative views :
will be submitted, which will apply to both .
the theoretical free assceciated labor, and to
the praetical domestic slave labor. :
Suppose that some extensive industrial opes
ration, as the tillage of a great farm, the work-
ingiof a mine, or a cotton factory, is carried.
on by the labor of fifty men, with that of such
other few members of their families as can be
spared from home. : These men, as usual, gene=:
rally, -are married, and have one or more’,
young children. But whether single and:
without children, or husbands, or widowers
with children, every man is the head of am:
isolated family, for which separate services are
indispensable. Each home or family requires,
and has, its separate purchasing of food, (and
at retail and highest prices,) its separate cook-
ing; washing, fives; lights, nursing of children;,.
and of the sick, dre., &e. Such duties, in an
ordinary or average family, fully oceupy the
time of the wife and mother. - If there dsno
wife, or:the mother is' dead, the single man, or
the father, is more or less required to perform
thelike household and woman’sduties; Thus; of
the supposed fifty households, probably includ-:

profit and benefif, ' But évery such attempt

ing not less than from 150 to 200 persons; thére
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may bé: but the fifty mien- té,labor for wages:
Al the'many others capablé of labor, are fully:
exﬁﬂoyed asithenial servants. and nurses for
their respective families. | This is necessarily
thé eohndition: of free laborers; each working:
for himself and his family. .. ‘oooded
Now suppose; instead of «this free popula-~
tion, that all the laborers -and! their families:
were slaves to the employer. - Thenjiwith pro-
per and-convenient arrangement of ‘buildings,
&e., instead of there being fifty women ¢ook-
ing, washing, and nwrsing the sick or the help-
less of so many diffeverit -small houszholds;’
foar or five might even betfer (with the better
means and facilities afforded: ‘by the master);
perform these servieesfor‘all.. This would dis-
“pensé: with some forty-five women, or-other
hands fit for labor, previously engaged inthese
household duties, and whikh«vould nearly
double: the number previously -working: for
production and profit. - Fhisigreat increasd of
numbers would fully compensate for theigene:
ral lessening of each individual's labor, which
is-certain of domestic slayes compared to free
laborers driven by humnger. This abatement
of toil, togetherwith the allowancés indispen-
sable to the profitable existence 'of slavery,
would render certain the comfortable subsist-
enceof the slaves, whieh, if it ¢ould have been
for: free laborers, would ultimately havegiven
way to- the sufferings from eompetition and
slavery, to want, and next to the pauper
slavéry now iso generallin England.. [ Further,
invthis® form of associated labor, there swould
be secured many of theisavings in expenses
which the socialists correetly counted wpon,
besides those alréady mentioned. - By the sin-
gle head and master providing all the necessa-|
ries for the mdintenance: and conmfort iof the.
laboring ' class; the contracts and’ :
would be few:and on a large scale,and at|
wholesale prices.; There would not, at' any
timéy be a deficiency of food, nor any necessa- |
ry deficiency of medical or nursitglattendance
on thé sick. « ' Whenrequired by economys; fite:
and light could 'be supplied to all at half the
cost that would be required separately for
each: family. Thus, in the institution of do-
méstic slavery, and in that only, are most
completely realized the dreams and sanguine
hopes of the socialist scheol of philanthropists. |
Yet the socialists arve all’arrayed among :the’
most fanatical and intolerant denouncers: of
domestic slavery, and the:most malignant ene-
miies of slaveholders.: = 7 ol Qg

:
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of negro slavery in Af?zeri:é&,
and its effects, Hody

" LAsslavery or serfdom (for the causes-above
stated) was ceasing to exist.in England, an-
ofher kind of slavery wasibeginning te be es-
tablished in the new settlements in Ameriéa:
This swas the ‘slavery of African negroes to
Ruropean masters—of oné among the'most:in-
ferion to the most superior race of mankind.
The eondition of young colonies; where land
wag ati thelowest price; labor at the highest,
and the demand for labor exceéding any post
sible. supply, made slavery there especially

Tlie beginning

|slave-trade. . It was first begun, by the

hases |

rofitables sAnd asit was agricultural labot..
ab wasrequired, andat first for the rudest. |
i slaves agignorant and savage agithe '
native ‘Africans would | serve the.
Hénce arese;and was fextended, the

urpose. ;.
rﬁm.s
1 Por-1;
tugnese, in the Jatter of the fiftecnthicens»
tury: | But the regular African slave-trades
and the extensive usé and employment, of AfT"
rican slaves in Ameriea; occurted in the six=J
teetith. century-=thesame remarkable; époch i«
when the Eurepéan mind, and Europeati en-:
terprise, feceived their greatest impulse; and. .
made  the.greatest, improvements—when tlie .
‘artiof printing wasidiscovered, the Protestant -
| religion Was established, #lié. modern route to; »
India and-the rich.Hast:svas found, and when
America ‘was discovered, and ‘a new hemis-{:
phere/ almost untilled previously, was, for the
fiest time; ready to xéceive settlement.and ¢uls:
tture from the white race, divecting: the labori
wof black slayves. When the Caucasian mind _
thiis comimands and directs the bodily powers
of‘the igrnorant fiegro, it ‘18 the best possible
form of slavery;and the condition which con-
duces most to' thé. benefit of both the white
«and the black race—and especially is best:for#
the happiness aud improvement of the latter.::
Indeed, it is the only condition in which ther
negro race has received much enlightenment; s
or civilization, or real Christianity, in  the
thousands of: years during which African bar-"
barism has been known to exist. " ' 0 a0

Having. @esigned to confine my remarks

to the: ipolitico economical or utilitarian view
of ' negro islavery, other questions have not
‘even beén touched, which somerreaders would:

deem much the most important, to wit: the:
‘Bible ‘authority for. and thé religious and:
 Christian; ée and operation of slavery. -

These es of the general subject have:

Eeﬂ fully discussed by cartier writers, far bet- -
[ter: than myself to treat them. = But’

?»m remarkable statistical faet, which, :

‘ theough it is the most important in its religions’”
bearing; is also donnected with my special purd:
| pose: | The following pdssige, copied from the::
recént work of the Rev.J. O. Stiles, goes to:
show: ithat negro- slavery in ' the  Southern™
States: has made: twice as many Christians as:
all - other: missionary efforts have effected
among heathens, throughout the world:

| 4In 1855, heathen church-memhership is
set: down at.180,000:/ ‘The present estimate of!
colored ¢hnrch members in' the Methodist:
Chureh-South alone, [which ‘includes slaves-
holding Statesonly, and doesnot include Mary=
land and a part of Virginia,] i3 175,000. . Eight
or ten years ago, the Baptist colored memher=:
ship at the South was’ recdr%ed as only 4,000
less than the Methodist.: 'When to these two:
nimbers, you add all the colored members of -
other unineluded organizations of Methodists:
and-Baptists; also of Episcopalians, Lutherans,
and’ Presbyteriaus,-Old School, New School,
andiCumberland, you readily reach an aggré-
gateiof ‘eolored ehurch membership near twice:
aslargeras the strictly heathen orthodoz chukels
-Modern Reform*

i th

membership of the world.”—
Ezamined—Appendiz, p-2717.
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FHEA S2FRE g 4 Telaves, is no ground for.condemning and de-
%‘“t :;:::ft'r:z ’f:"wm i@m’ wbd the nounciog the gatjtuﬁd&'g’ of slavery, gio‘i‘é ‘the
. ‘W g $ _ﬁd"‘.h"vy AT other wide spread and generally Bé'n"eg}
- The social and political state of the negro| cial institution, because of its accompanying
‘race in Africa hasalways been the same. The/evils, and even if such evils are inevitable. -
darkest ‘ignoratice, with ‘savage ferocity and| o0 u e 0 T L
cruelty, havébosn trtversal.  The Wholepop-| 1 omnsr and. more redent ppinions s o bhe
ulation was divided into different and ﬁsﬂy oy orality or immoralily of slavery. .
hostile tribes, éach goveriied by an ignorant, | = It is interesting and curious to observe the
- 'savage, and bloody despot, having unlimited | different and shifting lights in which slavery
‘authority. Personal slavery was everywhere [and the slave-trade have been viewed at dif-
‘5o ‘extended that much the gréater number of | ferent times. From all historical and cotempo-
Ithe people were slaves to individual masters;’ raneous testimony, it may be inferred that, un-
“iand their slavery was the most galling and in- | til in‘modern times, slaveryin itself was never
~“tolérable, because of the savage ‘ignorance of deemed by any to be a violation of moralig,
“'the masters, and their consequent recklessness|oras contrary to humanity, or'as ground for -
-iof"thie happiness or the lives of those in their|offence to the conscience or sensibility of the
“powei. The exchange'of physical conditions, | most - wvirtuous and religious persons. In
vom being a slave in Africa, in savage society | Greece, and afterwards in the Roman Empire,
‘and to a savage master, atid under the general | neither among masters nor slaves, did the in-
“form and conduet of unlimited despotic gov-|stitution of slavery, or the ordinary condition
ernment, there universal, to the general or|and the obligations of slaves, seem to be ever.
usual condition of slaves in these Southern |considered as unjust or oppressive, more than
States, would be even more conducive to the|the difference of conditions of property and
benefit of the slaves than of their new mas:|rank, of luxurious indulgence and abject want
ters/" And even with all the evils, injustice, | and misery, and the extremity of human suf-
“sufferings, and ‘cruelties which accompanied | fering, such as now exist everywhere, and are
‘the transporting of slaves from Africa to Amer-| especially to be uoticed in free gnd rich Eng-
“iea; (while the traffic was legal and uninter- |land. ‘Indéed, there are now Hundreds who,
~rupted,) the change still was probably benefi- | entertaining socialist or agrarian opinions,
eial to most of the transported slaves, and cer-| denounce and 'contend against what they
tainly to their'descendants in all subsequent | deern the wrong and iniquity of the unéqual
time. The slaves 8o obtained wete generally | distribution of property,’and would be ‘re'adr
such “as had been slaves in Africa, or recent| to maintain their doctrines by force and 0o0d-
captives “in' war, whom enslavement saved|shed, where, in ancient times, there was ote
ofpom being killed” If any préviously free|moral reasoner, or even one slave, who held
iwere“itieluded, it was becaus  the’ tenure of | the modern doctrine of slavery being essen-
freedom was of little value, and every man’s|tially wrong and sinful, and a grievous and
freédom, as well as his life, was av the dispo-| unjust oppression of the slave by the master.
saly either by caprice or cruelty, of the despot|{The philosopher Epictetus was o slave, and
of ‘the tribe. It was manifestly to the inte- | was undoubtedly and immeasurably superior
“rest of ‘the slave-traders to bring fheir cargoes|to his master in learning and moral worth.
‘in the best condition to the marketin Ameri-| Yet, he did not coniplain, either of his own
ea. - Therefore, self-interest prompb&f{them to| position, or of the injustice and wrong of
take the best careof the health, and hves, and | clavery in general. * The great moral writer
consequently of the comfort, of ths slaves|and moralist, Samuel Johnson, when, with all
when on théir passage across the ocean.” Con-| his intellectual labors, he ‘could scarcely earn
sidering the difference of the previous ¥espéc | a bare and wretched subsistence, would have
tive conditions, it is probable that all thie' evils| been as like to bom})lain that he was not raised
and physical sufferings of the Africans; when | as much higher in fortune and rank, as he was .
thus transported to America, were rot greater | truly superior in intellect and worth, to Most
‘o their bratish feelings than ave the different | of the actual possessors of either in England.
evils, both moral and physical; suffered by'the | From before the days of Abraham to within the
lower classof free and “voluntary Eidropean | nineteenth century, the mere fact of a man’s be-
emigrants, who- are now continunlly byotight, | ing a slave was no more deemed wrongful than
in ship loads, 't6 America:  There dre; indeed, | the other gencral fact that all the political
abtindant eatisés for wrongs and sufferings | power and wealth of a country should be held
from injustice and ‘eruelty, previous to and’du- | by a few persons, (and these not the most wise
ring the transportation, in both thése cases; as| or virtuous,) without regard to the confent or
in every other, state of complete subjection of | opinions of others; and that a much greater
“any human beings to others. There were, doubt-{nuniber of their countrymen should be with-
Tess, numerous cases of great injustice and hor-|out any political owWer evel for'defence, and.
rible cruelty in the epr],gﬂ?_lgvg-tradépa@ there | without daily btegd‘, ‘or means for subsistence.
“are now in many partietlar and exceptional {These differences in England, the niost free
"Gases of the existing negro slavery in these|country in the Old World, are greater, and
“Southern States. nny,_s'ﬂcli“ié‘b'us'éé' ' the|more important than the difference between
slave-trade might have been, and" ought to |t

_ , ) ‘the necessary conditions of master and slave.

have been, prevented by proper l‘éggi" a-|'" Thé propriety of placing these cases’in‘¢om-
“$ions. But the existence of such evils, both | parison inl be’dénied on the ground that the
“in the former and present condition of megro|jree man, however'low, is not debarred by
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1aw, as the slaye is, from rising aboye his first
“condition. It is,. indeed, theoretically and
'hyg,idafly‘ possible. that the c]lqiil'd‘f.bf a day
aborer, or a pauper, in England, may rise to
the highest pgﬁjtieal distinctions that are not
hereditary. But, in practice, such elevation
~Awould bé more improbable than a slave,'in
other countries, rising to wealth and high pub-
lic honors, .. Where, difference of race did not
{)a,s it does ‘of African slaves) forbid, there have
een many more. cases of slaves and the sons
of slaves, becoming leaders of armies and rulers
of kingdoms, than there have been of the sons
of free English labovers or peasants rising to
high rank and wealth. . When Diocletian rose
from the condition of a slave to be Emperer
of the Roman world, he did not encounter and
overcomesuch great obstacles to his ascending
progress as would the free laborer of the
greatest natural talent in England, to become
Prime Minister of the kingdom, or Command-

. -er-in-chief of its armies.

Origin and progress of the African slave-
trade— Changes of public opinion thereupon.

Considerations of morality and religion, or
of benevolence, had no bearing whatever on
the beginning or the progress of the extinction.
of slavery, or villenage, in England, and else-
where in Europe. It was simply a question
of gain or loss to the previous masters. And,
as conscientious or religious scruples had no
influence to encourage or. promote this move-
ment of emancipation in Europe, neither did
such scruples exist, or have the least operation
in restraining the beginning and early progress
of the African slave-trade, for the supply of
America. TLas Casas, one of the most genevo—
lent of men, a sincere and devout. christian,

* and a philanthropist as earnest and zealous as
Wilberforce of Clarkson, was the first to pro-
_pose (to the Emperor Chérles V.,) the bring-
in,

mga.ns’of the slave-trade, that, by their sub-

stituted bondage and labor, might be saved|
the feebler race of native Americans, who were.

fast dying out and disappearing under the
severe slavery and labor to which they had
been subjected by the Spanish colonists. This
bondage was d};structxve to the American
slaves, and yet of little profit to their masters.
Just the reverse of both these conditions were
found in regard to the more dogile, patient,
strong, and enduring Africans.

The distinguished navigator Hawkins was
the earliest English slave-trader. For this and
other naval and patriotic services, Queen
Elizabeth hestowed on him the then high dig-
nity and reward of knighthood; and further,
she purchased an investment, and held a share

“in Sir John Hawkins’ continued slave-trading
business. England became the great slave-
trader, .exceeding in the number of negroes
" annualy transported to, and sold in America,’
the vessels of all the world besides. The busi-
ness_was deemed of great commercial and
national value, was encouraged by the laws,
‘wag recommended by the public declarations
ofs everal English monarchs, (one of them
William III,,) and certainly was discount'e-

of African slaves to South America, by |

manced by none. The extensive smuggling of
‘African slaves by English ships into ) inish

America, in contravention of the laws: ex=
clusive commergial policy of Spain, (which did
not oppose the colonies receiving dy 3

ves, but
only the. trading, with any other ‘naa;y;,t@han
Spain,) was the cause of war between the two
countries; and by the treaty of peace (of

| Utrecht) which closed that war, England re-

quired and obtained from Spain the formalgrant
of theright to bring and sell acertain largenum-
ber of African slaves annually to the Spanish
colonies. Now, what Queen,Eﬁzabeth did, and
other English Monarchs recommended, or what
any English administration sustained and pro-
moted, would be far from indicating that suel
acts were virtuous, or even otherwise than in-
iquitous. Butsuch open advocating, sustaining,
and participating in the slave-trade, and the
almost monopolizing it by the English people
when it was most extended, and this course
being continued far into the reign of George
L1L., will suffice to prove that the slave-trade,
so approved by Monarchs, Parliament, and
people, for centuries, and opposed by not even
a single voice, could not have been deemed
contrary either to morality or religion.. Even
within the last seventy years, and after some
of the founders of the opposite doctrines had
begun to speak, the general opinion of the
most moral and religious members of English
society had not begun to condemn slavery in
the a{stract, or even the actual eruelties of
the African slave-trade. A sufficient proof of .
this assertion is presented in the circumstances
of the life of the Rev. John Newton.' In the
earlier portion, and through the prime.of his
life, he had been regularly engaged in the
African slave-trade. He had continued in:this
business as captain of a slave-ship, and . when
he was free to chdose any preferable frade;
er, he so continued to be a regular
der long after he had become a pious,
sted, and exemplary christian. His sin-
cerity, and his piety have not been doubted
by any of those who have since denounced the
[iniquity of slavery in general, and more es-
peecially, of the Afriean slave-trade. It is true,
that the Rev. John Newton, late in life, and
when a distinguished and venerated preacher
of the Gospel, allied himself to the then new
and growing anti-slave-trade .and slavery
party of Clarkson and Wilberforce.  But this
fa,te’r position of his, in no degree, contradicts
what I haveinferred from his earlier and long
continued business as a slave-trader, and when
he was no less moral, conscientious, and chris-
tian, than in his later and more distinguished
ecclesiastical position. 4

Beginning and progress of the anti-slavery
doctrine and sect in’ the American Revo-
 lution.

Virginia and South Carelina, and perhaps
other of the then colonies of England, had
earnestly opposed the further introduetion of
African slaves. But their wishes were disre-
garded, and their legislative enactments for
this purpose were annulled by the mother
country, that her profits from the slave-trade
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might ‘mot be lessened. These facts stand
forth among the grievances stated in both the
Declarations of Independence, first of Vir-
ginia, and of the United States. At that time,
“and earlier, the prohibition of the further
supply of slaves from Africa was proper, even
upon grounds of economy and expediency.
Af an earlier time, the slaves in Virginia had
exceeded the whites in number in the pro-
portion of ten to seven. In South Carolina,
“theslaves had been thrice as numerous as the
white population.—(Dew’s Essay on Slavery.)
In addition, the then settled territory of the
colonies was all. east of the Alleghany moun-
tains, and there appeared not even a chance
“for expansion beyond the Mississippi. Under
these circumstances, sound diseretion and pol-
iey required the cessation of any further
supply of Africin slaves. But the most cor-
rect opinions”in regard to national Eolic 3
when contestéd by an opposing and hostile
party or nation,' are apt to run into excess
and extremes. Hence, when the further in-
troduction of slaves into this country was
roperly deemed an evil, and a grievance
inflicted by England merely for her greater
profit in the slave-trade, to aid the just oppo-
sition to and denunciation of this oppression,
every supposed evil of slavery was cited, and
exaggerated. This disposition, in conjuncfion
with the then first springing and fast growing
-theorctical doctrines of the equal, natural, and
political rights of man, which were conceived
and nourished in the conflict of opinions
caused by the American Revolution, (and
which doctrines admitted of no exceptions to
their general application,) gaveexistence to the
anti-slavery doctrines and sect, which after-
wards became so greatly extended, and have
had such great influence in toth hemispheres.
But while Jefferson and many (if not all)
others of the Republican leaders and assertors
of American liberty, thus acquired and erro-
neously maintained the opinion of the evil and
eriminality of African slavery, and hoped for
its future extinetion in this eountry, none of
them would have advocated, or submitted to,
the end since and now sought by the modern

. “disciples of this doctrine, in the immediate

and speedy abolition of the obligations of
Progress of anti-slavery doctrine and
icism in England, France, and the
The new anti-slavery doctrines soon spread
in England, and far more extensively. For.
practical knowledge of African slavery, and
addressed their arguments to a peoprfz still
had nothing to lose, or to suffer, from the
most complete earrying into practical opera-
more rapidly, completely, and disastrously,
did these views of natural equality of races,
_ithey being exactly suited to the then revolu-
. tionary madness of thdt country. The gen-

slavery. ‘
{]’amtt-
nited

States.

there, the enthusiasts and fanatics had no
more ignorant of the whole subject, and who
tion of these nmew theoretical views.  Still
and of negro emancipation, spread in France—
eral opinions and political dogmas prevailing

| personal slavery has no existence.

in France, at that time, which were called
republican, and falsely deemed promotive of
the liberty and well-being of mankind, carried
with them, as a corollary, the doctrine that
negro slavery was not only a great national
evil, but a c¢rime; and the most moderate and
conservative reasoners, and even in these
Southern States, generally admitted thatnegro
slavery was a great evil and injustice, which
it was desirable should ‘be extinguished as
soon as it could be ‘done beneficially for the
slaves, and safely for the masters. * As late as
1830, this speeculative anti-slavery opinion
was almost universal in Virginia. Not a
voice was then heard to vindicate or approve
the institution, or even to defend its existence
and continuance, except on the grounds of
necessity——a necessity caused by the political
inability of the colonies formerly to prevent
slaves being introduced by the mother coun-
try, and subsequently the manifest danger and
general destruction that would follow imme-
diate emancipation. While the slaveholders
held strongly to their legal rights of property,
and would have resisted to death any foreign
interference therewith, there was scarcely one
of them, of cultivated mind and feelings, who
did not deem negro slavery an evil, public
and private, political, moral, and economical,
and who would not have rejoiced to have in
prospect its future and safe extinetion. But
this moderate condemnation was not enough
for the fanatical abolition faction of the
Northern States, which was then beginnin

to exhibit its malignity and strength, an

which has ever since been increasing in num-
bers and violence. These Northern opposers
of slavery, having nothing to lose personally,
or at home, have been preaching the natural
equality of rights of the negro race, and
urging the speediest and most effectual con-
summation of their doctrines of universal
emancipation and liberty, without the least
regard to the evils that would follow. These
senfimentshave been fast growing and extend-
ing in the Northern States and in Europe, and
are still extending among the more ignotant
and greater number in all countries in which
! But the
violence of the attacks and denunciations of
this fanatical school has driven slaveholders
to examine their own position, and especially
to investigate, in proper manner, the question
of slavery in its ‘aspects and bearings.
Such examination and investigation, by strict
reasoning, had never been before applied to
this question. And the result has been that
nearly all thinking and reasoning men now as
fully {elieve negro slavery to be a great ben-
efit for this country, as they formerly be-
lieved it to be a great evil. ~ And not only
has this change been produced in these slave-
holding states, where self-interest would serve

to quicken and fortify perception of this truth,

but also in the Northern States and in Eng-
land there is a great and decided reaction in
this respect, and change of opinion with many
enlightened and the %east prejudiced, minds,
And not only have many men been thusg

brought to acknowledge the highly beneficial
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| effects -of negro slavery, but also to advocate
. the African slave-trade, under legal permission
* and proper regulations and restrictions.

Legislation of the United States and England
to ‘suppress the African slave-trade, and the
consequences. ; -
As soon as the former colonies had become

free from the rule of England, Virginia and

most of the others prohibited, and entirely
prevented thenceforward, the importation of
slaves from Africa or' auy other foreign coun-
try. At a later time,/and after a long strug-
gle, the English Parliament enacted the sup-
pression. of the slave-trade from and after

1807. Since, the Governments of both the

United States-and England have treated the

slave-trade as piracy, and have used every

effort to prevent its being prosecuted by the
people or ships of the respective conntries. In
this legal policy of suppression, France and
other important powers have eoncurred, and
all others agreed in sentiment, and in denun-
ciation of the slave-trade, except Spain and

Portugal, which powers continued to receive

African slaves into their then colonies Cuba

and Brazil. | Finally, Brazil has also forbid-

den the further importation; and to Cuba
alone, and against the laws and treaties of

Spain, is the African slave-trade still carried

on. Yet, with all the stringent and general

meagures used for the suppression of the trade,
and with British and American vessels of war
continually eruising about and watching the
places for embarking slavesin Afriea, the at-
tempted suppression. of the slave-tradé has
. searcely had any effect in .diminishing the
-number of negroes taken from Africa, while
the cruelty and sufferings of the ocean trans-

Eortation (or of the “middle passage”) have

een made ten-fold more atrocious and life-

| destroying, than they were in the previous|

legal and open trade. Formerly, the owners
- and masters of 'slave-ships were, at least, un-
impeded in the use of every means of care for
their captive slaves that pecuniary or selfish
interest would dictate. It was not. only the
most humane, but the most profitable proce-
dure; to protect the health and the lives of the
captives, by allowing them good food,'eno‘hgp
space, and fresh air. Bat, since the prohibi-
tion, and the heavy penalties, and great risks
of capture, the slave-vessels are constructed
entirely for swift sailing, to: avoid being cap-
- tured-—and, because of the small sizes and
low: decks of the vessels, the slaves are kept
in:the most horrible condition of confinement
- and suffering that would not be certainly des-
trugtive of life; so as best to insure the escape
and safe voyage of the vessel, though it should
+be with but one-half of the slaves left alive.
- For so much had increased: the demand and
prices’of slaves, that if no more than half of
. ‘acargo 'of slaves perished on ‘the middle pas-
sage; the: other half would return ernermous
profits on the whole shipment and: expense of
. the voyage. ' In reference to these well-estab-
lished facts, the so-called “suppression of the
African 'slave-trade,” by England, has been
dénouriced by many ‘of the ablest and most

zealous of the anti-slavery seet, as an entire
failure of the object, even in lessening the
number: of slaves exported from Africa, and
as serving to inerease the amount of the cruel-
ties and sufferings which accompanied the
former legal trade. ; Aine

Height of fanatical opposition to slavery, and
r;zsent r’f;vct;ioh Quf ];;prwal of the institu-
tion. : ; sl e

.. But the attempted suppression of the slave-

tradg,was denounced only for its inefficiency.

Every opinion that was uttered in regard to

the suppression was strongly approbatory of

the object, and in favor of its being rendered
truly and fully operative. Looking to the
cruelties and destruction of life, caused by the
then existing and illegal slave-trade, it was
regarded with detestation and horror, even
by the few persons who had so early learned
to approve of the practical operation and re-
sults of negro slavery of long previous origin,
and to deem the institution highly beneficial
to all parties. The change of opinion on this
subject was recent. As late as 1830, in the
slaveholding States, there were to be found no
defenders or approvers of slavery, but only
apologists for the compulsory participation
therein of themselves and their countrymen.
The existence of slavery was still deemed. a
great and, unavoidable evil, at first inflicted
by the unserupulous avarice of the mother
and ruling conntry—and it was hoped by all
that the condition was but temporary, and
that, finally, slavery wouvld be removed from

our country and pepfple. i
Professor. Dew, of Virginia, was the first,

in his “Hssay on Slavery,” to defend and jus-

tify the institution, and, as boldly as ably, to
maintain its utility, and the folly and mad-
ess of carrying ont, in any way, the eman-
| cipation doctrines and schemes of abolitionists,
whether they were the northern and practi-
cal, or tﬁe:spli-&hern.md theoretical or specu-
lative views. Never has any work, of mere
reasoning on previously known facts, had such
great effect. It seemed as if men in modern
times had not before dared to think on this
subject. © Soon the benificent operation of
slavery in general, (wherever applicable an
needed,) and, especially, of negro slavery in
these Southern States, was acknowledgeg by
many—and sincé, it has been, and now is, uni-
versally recognized and maintained, wherever
negro slavery exists—and also by many of
the thinking men in countries where anti-
glavery fanaticism is most prevalent and in-
tolerant. - At this'day there are more men in
 the Southern States, and evenin Virginia, who
would now approve of reopening the legal

African slave-trade, (to supply the present

great need and demand for labor,) than could

haye been found twenty-five years ago, who

did not then believe that negro slavery was

‘an enormous evil and injury, in every aspect,

and to every interest concerned. And the

‘belief of the beneficial operation of African

slavery, for countrieg to which it is best suited,

ismow everywhere extending among the com-
paratively few men of intelligence, as much

ness
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as the fanatical 'ﬁantﬁoﬂu#e!.' z v alsol Tne” snitellectual inferiority of the. blaek race,
growing and! g among the more WUt gogted iy fadé.,f‘iﬁ M?U%l?d States.
mmusfboayusfekafigﬁmmﬂd deluded] drife i is et 1o g o0 yiagihay odiel 80
unthinking’ andprejudiced -of the- peopleof|: Hundreds of thonsands of fndividual cases
thie N« r Etx EY A G ing o3 o ,Pft@mw.ﬂpﬂiﬁd_: gro ‘s_l_aves_, and thelﬁg;d&._:

i Fadt o scendants, have existed. in, this country. in

last, two .centuries. - This class has

(ll‘-r‘ < ';—“_(J ‘-{,. y_- FPRre ey v 3 L
B, Seal pontdl g
When' the anti-slavery doctrines:weére first
ght, 'and, for-many yeéars after, oné of the
mal npoeft;o?&of the;lis@mgdtes .:das, the ass|
sumption of the natural equality and capacity:
for-mental: imprb.vtgmtq?-of- t.}lyis ‘black: ai
white races; or the:negro and Caucasian.: This:
bold assumption of the one party was either
tacitly admitted, or but rarely and faintly de-
nied, by the -other.’ It was then :génerally
supposed ‘that, with full opportunity and fa:
cilities, and sufficient time for improvement,
the! negro could be raised to be:equal to-the
white man in mental acquirements—or, at
least, to the capacity for self:government, and
self:isupport ‘and preservation. . There had
then been no sufficiently long and full practi-
cal‘trial or experiment of this doctrine. Since,
there have been ample trials in‘practice which
havié served so fully to prove the contrary,
thatno unprejudiced mind can now:admit'the
equality of intellect of the tworaces; or éven
the: capacity -of the black race either to be-
come or'remain industrious; civilized, whenin
a_state of ‘fréedom ‘and under 'selfigovern-
ment=or; indeed, in any other condition than
when held enslaved and’ directed by white
men. A few general statements and com-
ments thereon will be here presented, on éach
of the several greatand long continued ‘ex-
periments of freedom conferred on' megroes;’
either as individuals, orin'societies and com-
munities; independent of ‘the white race. -

*Professor Dew’s Essiy, the efirliest modern vindic
cation and defence of slavery, has obtained for its‘au~
thor. the highest award. of

1 of  merit, not. only for its pri-
ority, and thus exhibiting original tho tand‘regagﬂ-ﬂ
ing, but also beo’:{gsd 1is ea argnment, taken asa.
whole; is among the bést of all the'able recent writings

S, s e te ey s
able: publications have appes _which slavery has
DR o TR B sy T
ground—as in regard to morality and religion, and
wﬂhnlst.i&nltg—ane d as: 3&;»“@‘3&&&;6%" ; and:
economical influences 3 . An r
lar b?an’ch of the geli_egl B\%&j&éﬁuﬁ& mm&
ferent late writers has excelled all his predecessors.’
Bfuti;lno ot!i]e' t¥et, has so ig:ll eav;u-ed t!usvhde?o_df
of investigation, exposition, and argument, as Profes-.
sor Dew. gThe‘ ne;z?i.;i gr;efr of time, aﬂm #er{{e;
for its extensive scope, is a small volume which w:
published in Philadelphia, in 1836. It'tp&uﬂdﬁﬁ |
out the author’s name, though it q?ip ternal evi-,
dénce that he wasa Nort] e;n man, woxﬁ,-
is'entitled “ The South Vindicated  the'
and Fanaticism of the' Northern Abolitionists,” ‘well
of

27
deseryes republication, and the attentive perusal of all|
ral ect.

who desire 10 be well informed on the. ral subject.
Of other, and a)ﬁe; and conclusive arguments, but di-
reéted to particular branches only of the general ques-
tion, the: letters of Gov. J: Hy Hammond, of South
Carolina, to Clarkson, andthe % Sciiptural and Statis-
tical views of Slavery,” by the Rev. T. Btringfellow,
for their gamcular and limited objects and popular
manner, deserve especial commendation. The'**So-|
ciology,” and other recent publieations of George Fitz-
hugh,’ ikq.,' are  worthy 'of high commendation for
novel and profound views on the comparison of slavery,
with whatis mi

|schools are open to thé children of the blagks: .

s class, has now
lereased, in Virginia alone, to: more ‘r.-lg
50,000 in number. In the mon-slaveholding
States, also, thére are numerous'free negroes.. -
It is true, that when thus interspersed among
| the much more mumeérouns and dominant class
of white inhabifants, the freemegroes are'sub-
Jjeeted to some 'deptessing and injurious in-
fluences, from ‘which théy would be relieved
if forming & separate eommunity:’ But, ‘on
the other hand, they. have derived more than .
compensating ts from ' their position; in
the ‘protection of govérnment to person:and
 property, and the seeurity of both; and exemp- -
tioh from the evils‘ofiivar; and from great op-
pression by any strorigér  power. = Yet, in ‘all
this'long time, and mmong such great num-
bers of free negroes, ezerg-where protected in
person and property; and, in the facilities to
acquire property insome of the North-
ern States, endowed with' political, as well as
civil rights and power;equal with the white
citizens—still to this day, and with but few
individual exeeptions, the free negroesin every
State of this Confederacy; aré noted for ignor- -
| enee; indolence, improvidenecé; and poyverty—.
and very generally} also, for vieious habits; *
and numerous violations of the criminal laws.:
In: this plentiful country, where the only great.
want is for labor; and where every free laborer. .
may easily earn:a comfortablé support; this
free negro class is so little self-sustaining; that:/
it now scarcely increasés, in general, by pre-i!
creation, and would annually decrease through- .

jout the United States, if not: continually re-
-feruited by new emancipations, and by fugi-~ «

tives from slavery. The freemegroes fare best
in the: slavéholding States, and:in them: only:
is the whole increase ‘by procreation.  Jn the:
| Northern or' *“ free - States, if ‘the free negroes:
werénot continually:added to by emancipated. "
and fugitive slaves ‘from .the South,  there’
would be seen a continued diminution'ef num-
ber, from the effects of suffering from want,
and vicious 'habits. . In all this long time of
freedom, and iwith great facilities for lﬂ}]ﬁ%
'ment, theré has not appeared among all these
| free negroes ‘a- single individual showing re- .
‘markable, or evenimore than ordinary, power
of intellect—or any power. of mind that would
'be deemed worth notice in any individual of |
the whiterace. Yet, inthie Northern States, free

[

'as freely as to the whites—many have re- !
ceived collegiate édu —and nothing but
the immutable decree of God, fixing on them
mental inferioritly, has prevented highi grades
-of intellect and “of learning, being displayed
jin' numerous eases. " Further, the absence of
industey is_as general as the inferiority of’
‘mental i powers..! Some few free negroes are
‘laborious, frugal, provident,: and thrifty." A
very few have acquired considerable amounts
of-property. But these rare qualities were

at is miscalled, “free” sociefy.

/
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not hereditary=—and the children of these su-
perior i‘ndiv;znah would be as like as others
to fall back to the ordinary condition of their
cldss. In short, taken throughout, and with
but few exceptions, the free negro elass, in
every v¥art of this country, is a nuisance, and
noted for ignorance, laziness, improvidence,’
and vicious habits. .

Ezxperiment of colonizing freed negroes in Li-
. . beriai. . .
But philanthropists, while admitting these

facts, -had associated the continued debase-;

ment of the free megroes in this country to
their previous low condition, and to their still
inferior. position to' the far more numerous
and dominant white class, Relief from this
alleged evil to the blacks; and, with it, every
benefit of industry, thrift, and improvement,
was expected to be obtainedAbg the free negro
when colonizing Liberia, in Africa.. That col-
ony has now been established forty years. It
has been sustained, by funds raised by orifor
the Colonization Society, better than any
colony ever before planted and settled by
white people. » It has wanted for nothing
that the most benevolent and parental care
of guardianship-could provide. The settlers
were generally of the best of the class of free
negroes of ‘this country, or of emancipated
slaves, selected and provided for by their for-
mer owners, to'enjoy the supposed benefits of
freedom. 'The people and the government
have had: the protecting, beneficial, and
always-desired guidance of white intelleet;
and there has been mno injurious influence
from white residents, or foreign interference.
Besides all the money and commodities so
liberally bestowed by {)emotemﬁv individuals
in-this eountry to plant and support this col-

ony, some of the State governments have

afforded to it pecuniary or other aid, and the
Federal Government has given niuch more
imsortant, though indirect aid and support,
and also military and naval aid and protec-
tion. Further: sinee the so-called indepen-
dence and ostensible self-government of Libe-
ria, the higher officers of government have
been mostly mulattoes, who are as much of
the white as'of the black blood and intellect.

With all’ these advantages, and such long sup-

port by the money, and direction by the intel-
lect, of the whites, the colony of: Liberia is a
complete (though a partly concealed and de-
nied) failure. 'With @& soil of exuberant. fer-
tility, and a climate no less bountiful for pro-
duetion, the inhabitants of Liberia do not yet
produce sufficient food and other necessary
means for subsistence.  All' the necessaries of
life, including: rice; sugar, and others of the-
most ready and plentiful products of the coun-
try, sell at such exhorbitant prices as to show
plainly theirusual searcity.* ~Lately the peo-

* The followin, Bn:agmph, not long since, appeared
in the Richmond .Dispatch, and various other papers,
without comment, and has not been contradicted, and,
therefore, is presumed to be correct, though the au-
thority Was ngt stated : ’ :

A correspondent, at Liberia, writes that provisions
are mostly imported from the United States. Flour
ranges from $12 to $16 per barrel; hams and bacon

ple were even menaced. by actual wne, be-

abroad. . Indolence and aversion to regular

If the long-continued aid of the Colonization
Society was even now withheld, and also the
benevolent guidance and influerice of the in-
telleet of the white guardians and protectors,
this much boasted and falsely:eulogised colo-
ny, and now “Republic of Liberia,” would
rapidly decline below its present low condi-
tion; and all the residents, whe could not es-
cape from it, to find shelter under the shadow
of the white man’s presence and government,
would sink to the state of savage barbarism
and heathen ignorance and vice, such as had
formerly overspread the land. The only
means by whie}* negroes in Afriea, as well as
in America or ‘elsewhere, can generally be
made industrious and useful as laborers, and
civilized, moral, and christian, will be when

slaves to whife masters.
Still earlier was made, and has been much
longer continued, the settlement of free ne-
oes in the colony of Sierra Leone, under the
irection and care, and at the expense of the
British Government. It is enough to say for
this experiment that its failure has been much
more signal than that of Liberia.  The set-
tlers of Sierra Leone were mostly recaptured
and uncivilized Africans.. In Liberia nearly
all the eolonists had been civilized by the
best preparatory training of slavery in Ameri-
ca, This difference alone would serve to ac-
count for the greater failure of the scheme of
Sierra Leone.. ' .- 3 :
- While so many whites in Europe, and even
lin America, blinded by prejudice, fanaticism,

Tt 0]

argued to maintain the natural equality. of
the negro mind, the negroes themselves, in-
cluding the most enlightened among them,
have universally acknowledged the inferiority
of their 1ace.. One of the results of this ac-
knowledged inferiority is the well known gene-
ral unwillingness of negroes to be governed by
men of their own race, compared to their usual
submissive obedience and docility to the gov-
ernment of white rulers. It is well known to
every slaveholder, who has made an overseer
of one of his slaves, that the greatest difficulty

to be so governed.. They will, in most cases,
exhibit unwillingness to be commanded by the
most worthy and respectable of their fellows,
even if allied to them by ties of blood and
friendship, and sometimes will proceed to dis-

they would have submissively obeyed and
respected any white man as their overseer,
even if, in truth; less respectable as a man,
and less lenient ‘and less intelligent in exercis-

per 100 poundsy; rice $5 per bushel;-butter 62§ cents
ger pound; salf, fish from $12 to $14 per barrel ; sugar
5 cents per pound ; potatoes §1 25 per bushel; and

everything for family use proportionately high.”

cause of the great searcity of articles. of foed, -
and the'want of means to purchase food from. .

labor are universal. Agricultural operations -
and production are in the lowest condition. -

v

they are placed in the condition of domestié. .

or ignorance of the negro cl.aracteristics, have

was because of the discontent of the negroes ’

obedience,; and even mutinous conduct, when

from 20-to 25 cents per pound ; hard bread $18 to $12
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ing the deputed authority of the master.
This respect for white, and ‘impatience of ne-
gx‘o rule, extenids no less' through- the class of|
ee negroes. It is because of this general
feeling that so few of this class have been or
can be prevailed upon to emm?te ~voluntarily
to Liberia. In these slaveholding States, the
free negroes, in their usual degraded moral
position, and inferior political rights, subject
indirectly, if not legally, to the dominant
white race, necessarily must suffer injustice
and hardship from bad treatment in many
cases. Yet it is rare that one of them,
whether the most ignorant and degraded, or
of the most worthy and intelligent, can be in-
duced to accept the offered bounty of the €ol-
onization Society, and of the State, to be sent
to Liberia, and there be made a landholder,
anﬂ-m?@k{]qal‘ sharer ‘of political rights. So
strong i8 their reptignance to be governed by
negroes, or to live where there are no white
inhabitants, and; (as they say,) “no gentle-
men,” that if free negroes of Virginia
should be compelled to choose between being
sent to Liberia, to be thére free citizens, or to
be made slaves, with their families, to white
men in Virginia, it is probable that more than
half of them would choose to become slaves,
to-secure white rulers and protectors.

Eeperinin of e indepndens of s v
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An earlier expeﬁmen‘hﬂ;!éz Liberia, and on
a much larger scale, ~has been ‘tried in the
insurrection and independence of the slaves
of 8t. Domingo. Even this bloody, and finally

understood as <sn-eséﬁting full evidence of like
dangers attending the condition of slavery,
and of the disposition of slaves to rebel, and
their ability to succeed, if justly viewed, will
fully prove the reverse of all t{ese positions.
It was not the slaves of St. Domingo, but the
wealthy and educated class of free mulattoes,
that commenced the insurrection. And even
their efforts would have been speedily and
completely quelled, if.the contest had been
left to be decided by the people of St. Do-
minio only. But the then insane government
f the powerful mother country interposed,
declaring first in favor of equal political
rights to she free mulattoes, afterwards re-
pealing that grant, and finally decreeing
emancipation and 'equal rights to -all the
slaves. Armies were sent from France to
enforce these different and opposite decrees.
And it was by these extraneous eircumstances,
and especially by the »armedeoercion- by
France, that. the final overthrow of the
whites, and their consequent general mas-
sacre, ‘were effected, and “this formerly beau-
tiful and fruitful territory was made a deso-
late wilderness and ' ruin—as it still remains,
after seventy years of: undisturbed negro
domination. Even for. two: years after the
mad declaration of equal rights/to the slaves,
by the National Convention, and aftér bloody
hostilities had been long carried on ‘between
the twofree classes, (of whités and mulattoes,)

sustain  universal emancipation,  tha - slaves
were still péacefully laboring; as before, on
their masters’ plantations. " But whenso long
‘and so urgently invited, and by the then
stronger gomy of their superiors, to accept
their freedom; and (what was to their savage
dispositions more inviting) to rob, ravage, and
slay ‘at  will, it would have been strange,
ind‘;ed,» if these long continued invitations,
urged by different parties, had not been at
last obeyed. Then it was, and only by these
means, that theﬂ‘ wox:ts:;" slave insu:gectiog
was begun, and the su uent unprecedente

rapine and slaughter, and unspe}:kable outs
rages and horrors, were consummated. If
there had been only white masters and negro
slaves, and mo’ foreign and stronger power,
although the whites were only one-tenth the
number of their slaves, their mastership would
never have been seriously disturbed. This,
however, is not the ﬁresent question—but the
success or failure of the subsequent experiment
of negro independence and self-government.
And this question'does not need discussion, so
well established is the failure and the long
continued, and still continuing desolation of
the country, and debased condition of its in-
habitants. « Because the facts are notorious
and indisputable, and can be shown by statis:
tical documents, it will be enough here to say,

| generally, that in regard to cultivation and-

production, population, social condition, and
political importance—refinement, morals, and

religion—in short, in everything that can

render a country or its people valuable—the

 general decline of St. Domingo (or Hayti) has
successful insurrection, which is so generally go

en far greater than any person or party
could possibly have anticipated. Neither in
the descendants of the former slaves is there
any such im{rovement of comfort, hap{pinese,
or of capaci fy, that can compensate for the
inferiority of the present highest-and ruling
class, compared to their former white mas-
ters, Of eourse, the individuals composing
the present higher classes, by the aid of
we‘al&; and means for education, are much
better informed than they could have been if
remaining slaves. ‘But the general or aver-
age amount of intelligence, as of their indus<

‘try and produetions, is far below what it was

formerly—and the class of laborers is far
below what they would have been, if they
had continued slaves, and for the last seventy'
ears had been operated on by the civilizing '
influence of slavery. 'Further: as much ag
the case of St. Domingo proves from my ar-
%umeut, after all, it was'not a trial of a really
reed negro people, ' The black general Touis-
sant, (the only truly great man yet known
of the negro race,) who, after suppressing the
civil war, assumed and exercised despotic and
severe authority, compelled the former slaves
to return to the plantations, and to labor
under military ecoercion, and severe punish~
ments for disobedience.  They were to receive
‘a stated share of the products of the land (one- '
‘third,) and - were coerced to labor by govern-
ment officials,” instead of by individual mas-
ters.© But under this much less efficient, ben-

and after a French army wasin the field to

Y

reficial; and profitable form of bondage, the
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former. slaves ~were not less.than -form
compulsory laborers, and drivensby corpo a
punishment;i.as they -continue! to. be.to: this
time ws‘ysmmofiﬁsﬁ£§M1an&msmint
iy, of necessity, extremely defective.. ; But im;;
perfeet-asitis, compared to inidividual slavery, |
1t has. served ito retardithe rapidity iof the
-deseent which' this comimaumity has been,; and
still. is, making: toi unprodudtive and savage
barbavism. . If any eivilized:; & werenow:
(&8 o‘ugl}t ,gb.bbﬂdqw ill he,den!e ind
- some future timey) toleonquer and re-colonize
Hayti, 'and;reduce;the (swhole laboring,! or
- destitute; oridle elasses to their former: condi-
tion of domestic slavery, the.change would be
benefigial: for: there-enslaved: classes, for the
whole ¢ommunity | and sequntryyand for the
commereial and civilized world.: ¢ 1 ]
" In the séventy years of independeuce of St:
Domingo, -and of fréedoha from invasion and
foreign- iaggression,  exeept Touissant, (who
had been a slave; and continned to be perfect-
ly:illiterate,). there has net ariséna single
man whowould bedeemed ofrmarethan ordi: |
nary ability, if he had been of the white race.
he :higher classes: there possess allithe still
remaining wealth of ' the country, and ean
comimand , every- facility for edacation;.and
mental instruetion and improvément. - Theke
haye vuled and flourished, hundreds of high:
dignitaries, military, political; ! and clerical-—
emperors and. kinugs, dukes; génerals, and bish-
ops.: Butothere hasnet-yet-appeared: even
one man ‘whom all -the advantages of wealth,
edueation, and rank have enab%ed to exhibit
the possession of strong or remarkable mental |
power; Is not this alone, sufficient to prove.
the natural and great inferiority of ‘the négro
mind4 fairgh osld siighbnaiapls o

Eaperimen

i gvegla
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o ygeneral. emancipation, in the
b ot British colondes, 5

-A fourth great experiment of negro freedomi
has been. devised ‘and. conducted under the,
direction, patronage, and philanthropic: carel
ofithe enlightened and - powenful British Gov-
epnment.. Thig was the general emanecipation
of the slaves in all the British:eolonies of:the
West, ‘India. Islands, British Guiana; -and
wherever African and domestic slavery had.be-
fore existed under: British, authority. . Proofs
and details of facts.are not ealled for in this case,.
The failure is universal; signal, and undeniable;
(withia few notable exceptions,)-even by the
most zealous of - the previous British advocates
of ;the act of :emanecipation;. or the abolition-
ists; who, conitinue to urge the like measure;
with, the like results manifestly impending;
for.omr slaveholding States. . s, palt

< Previous to thi ive, si

is extensive, simultaneous; and
peaceful . emancipation, the' abolitionists 'of
England, and elsewhere, had maintained that,
after' emancipation, the negroes would imme-,
diately become hired laborers—and  (judging
erroneausly from-the" condition 'of things in
England) . ‘that the freelabor thus. supplied
would be even more valuable and chéap to the
employers than. the former slave labor. On
the contrary, universal idleness of the blacks

erly [dustry in the Britishi
realithropic British sent

slands. |, As the DhfiAneai
ropi t which indue i
remancipation, , rced it on.the former..
slaveholders,) capnot resort. to the wholesome.,
«diseipline .of,Tonissant, to, force the mewly.
/freed blacks, to, the general neglect: of . -

labor, .anddegrease of  production, are even.
supremacy of Britis Ga?

: nment and authos.
ity, and the presence of %ﬁ&h?w ;;13
nayal forces, have so. far secured the la
the,white owners, and prevented. general con-.
fisqation of property, and massacre of t s
whites, still Jamaica and the other DBritishy,,
West Indian colonies are totally ruined in re-:
gard to industry, production, and all social.
bna abtadid ol
.the  oc: : 1) o

blessings. e 2
,than?g'xll

ngo.

# sy = -
If required, or snitable
could quote, at greater :}gﬁg 1
article besides, testimeny of facts, and statis- .
tical, and . official reports, going .to show: the. -
utter, ruin of industry and production in, ﬁ‘e&-ﬁa
|ti.and  the British. colonies—the unquestions. .
able results, of .the suppression of slavery..
Many of such facts may be seen in the . Pre.
sent State of Hayti,”. written by James Frank-
lin, an. intelligent Englishman, and former,
iresident—in Bigelow’s * Notes on Jamaica ”—.
and extracts from official reports to the British
Parliament, and from British (and anti‘slave-
ry) writers, inserted 'in' Bledsoe's “ Liberty
and Slavery.” T will give liere, merely as ex-
-amples, the following few short passagest
The sugar exported from St. Domingo, now. .
Hayti; in 1789, was 672,000,000 Ibs;; in 1808,
it was 47,516,631 1bs; in 1825, it was 2,020u:
Ibsi; | andoin 18382, none.  Franklin - (whose::
‘book: appeared as farback as. ;tsm,qewemtkex:l)
-said: “There: is every reason: to apprehend.
that it (Hayti) will recade into irrecoverable
insignificance, poverty, and disorder.” vy 110
+ . Bigelow; a Northern' Abolitionist and negro- !
iphilist; says of Jamaida in 1850: “Capable,«
a8 it is, of producing  almost everything,-and :
adtually producing mothing' which might not :
ibeconie a’ staple with a'proper: application
«of eapital andigkiug its inhabitants are misera- '
‘blyipoor, and daily sinking deeper and deeper
'into . the, utter: helplessness of = abject want.
Shipping has:deserted: her ports, her magnifi-
|cent sugar and coffee plantations awe running
.to-w'mb v private dwellings are falling to;
- decay, the comforts.and luxuries which belong
to industridl prosperity have been cut off, one
by one, from her inhabitants, and the day, I
think, is at hand when there will be none"
left; to represent the wealth, intelligence, and

~| hospitality for which the Jamaica planter was

once «distinguished.” - Henry Carey, another
Northern and anti-slavery writer, says: ¢ It is
impossible to.readMr. Bigelow’s volume with-
rout-arriving at the-conclusion that the free«
-dom, graiited tothe negro has had little effeet;
exc¢ept that of enabling:him to live at the ex-
pense of theplantei: g0 long as anything re-
'mained. -Sixtéen yearsof freedom did not ap-
‘pear, to its author; to have “advanced the dig-
nity of labor, or of the laboringclasses, one

has taken the place of the former universal ins

particle, while it had ruined the proprietors of:
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‘the land.” Yet, while all Bigelow’s facts go [nimity of opposition to, and violent denungia-

toprove these evils to be the result of he in- tion of, African slavery, the prediction may be
“eurable indolence and improvidence “of the |ventured, that a change of opinion is abeut to
freed negroes, so inveterate is his negroP}ﬁliim take place, Reason and truth will. not much
that ‘he ascribes their indolence and degtada- |longer be kept out of sight by prejudiced and

tion to the continued residence of the few ve-|ignorant fanaticism, even in England and the

maining whites, and Jooks to the removal of| Northern American States. - hesra
‘the latfer as the proper remedy. ~And, in an-| But with such proofs of entire failure of the
-"-Wﬂng this future event, and the benefit of | emancipation scheme in the British colonies,
~‘an unmixed negro population 4n the British |and with thousands of like facts that can be
- West Indies, he also, with all eoﬁ:pladency,féfha adduced from statistical and offieial reports,
swithout gny intimation of - objection on his |or testified b% unimpeachable and intelligent
“‘part, supposes that these islands will then form | witnesses, so

esotted and blind is fanaticism,
“a portion of the United States—and, as must | and so strongly does it ¢ling to its first errors,
be inferred, as a part of their improved con- |and reject all light and truth, that a few men
dition, must necessarily thien' be represented [have dared to testify and to publish, that the
~'in Congress by negro delegates. . ‘| experiment has been eminently successfuli—
“The finest land if the world,” says Bige- |that the lands had increased in price and in
low, “may be had at any price, and almost for | production—the negroes were industrious—
the ‘askinz.” Labor “receivesino compensa- |even thieir former proprietors were benefitted
tion, and the product of labor does not seem and' content; and that everything had been
to know how to find its way to market.” improved. = J. J. Gurney, of England, first pub-
- Mr. Robert Baird, A. M,; (quoted by Profes- lished an elaborate ‘report of such false state-
-‘sor Bledsoe,) is an Englishman; and, like Bige-| ments, alleged to be on his personal examina-
“low, & strong" approver of thie previous eman- | tion; and his pamphlét whs largely circulated,
cipation of the slaves in the English eolonies; | by ‘anti-slavery ‘advocates in the United
‘and, like Bigelow, while he arrays numerous |States. ' Even within the last few months, the
strong fasts to show the ruinous results of that samegeneral assertions'were made by a spesk-
act, he ascribes the ‘evil, not 'to the' act itself, er, without contradiction, in’a public'meeting
but to the “want of some’ further supposed |in one of ‘the Northern cities. This statement
measures of reform. = e says: - wae ‘matehed’ by, 4f mot copied from, the fol-
“Let any'one who thinks that the extent lowing, which 'was republished in the *“ African
and clamor of the complaint [of the former|Repository,” the organ of the Colonization So-
‘:planters and proprietors] exeeeds the magni- eiety in this country, without comment, or éx-
" tude of the distress which has dalled-it forth, | pression’ of' even a doubt: - 1%
‘go to the West Inflies and judge for himself. | Tre Brerisi Wist Inpizs.—At & meeting
46t him see, with his own eyes, the neglected |in London te-take measures to present an ap-
and abandoned estates, the malﬁvﬁwgsﬁ'ﬂdé; propriate ‘testimonial to Dr. Livingstone, the
fast hurrying back into a state of nature—the| African traveler, Mr. Montgomery Martin
+ dismantled and silent machinery, th " crumb- | made the following statement: ‘He had re-
“ling ‘walls, and deserted ‘mansions, whieh are|cently visited the West Indies to aseertain'if
~familiar sights in' most of the West Indian|the emancipatitn of ‘the slayes had produced
“colonies. Let him, then, transport himself to | ruin there.  He found there a free, happy, and
the Spanish Islands of Porto Rico and Cuba, | prosperous population; (bear, bears) and
and -witness the life  and activity which in |speaking commereially, the West Indies now
I these lave colonies prevail.. - Let him observe | yield more ram, sugar, and other produce, thin
for himself the activity of the slavers, the im-|fhey had ever done during the existenee of
- provements daily making in the cultivation of | slavery, (bear, “hear.) * Sinee the! abolition of
- the fields, and tiie processes carried on at the|slavery in the West Indies, not g ‘drop of blood
I'suggar mills, and the general indescribable air was shed, ot & single erime was comitted-—
wof thriving and prosperity Which surround mor wiis there destruction of property through-
¢ the whole,” &e. ‘ St s ot tie whole of the West Indies.” (Cheers.}—
2 The degradation of British Guidwa since. NV Qols Jour: Ftg s stk
—and because of, emancipation, as'shown in‘the’ {Robespietre, in ‘the| French  Convention,
! Parlismentary aridiother official reports, is'still when g ‘thle ernancipation of the slaves
- worse.  But T will quote no more, éxcept alin St. Domings, 'and in’ answer to-predictions
E&hsa‘ge of general comment from ‘the Britith |of opponents 6f the ruinhat would follow,
istorian, Alison: ' “The negroes” says e, | utbersd the memorable sénfiment, < Perish the
#who, in 4 state of slavery, were comfortable | coloniey, rather ﬂ?@'jmeﬁﬁce one-iota of our
- and prosperous beyond ai\l)ir peasantry in' ‘the [ principles!” iPhe Northern Abolitionists; our
. -'world, and rapidly approaching the condition] fellow-citizdns iand | litical ' brethrén,” ¢on-
»of the most opulent serfs of “Europe, have|tinue £0 reassert, inl effect, Robespierre’s ttro-
“baen, by an act of emaneipation, irretrievably | éfous declaration; after théy now well know,
_eonsigned to a state of barbatism.”  Yet, even |shat their great' exemplur, the bloody Robes-
swith - this admission, 1 presume that Alison,  pierre, “did not kivow, the wide-spread ‘tuin
like every other Englishman of ‘distinction,’ ‘and desteuetion phat would follow the practi- :
- and of high reputation as an author or states- | cal establishment of ‘their dogma and purpose . $
-'man, (excepting Carlyle only;) is an enemy of | of negro emancipation. ~Their procedure says, '
~negro slavery, and a denouncer of theiniquity | louder than words eotld do; “‘Perish “the
“of slaveholding, ~With all*this present una-|wealth and all production of the Southern




£20

States, with all-that refines, improves, and dig-
nifies mankind 'within their: bounds; perish
there, the ‘white race, men, women, and babes,
by massacre; so' thiat the negro slaves'shall be
freed! Perish even Northern manufactures,
commeree;, and wealth, if dependent on the

roducts of Southern slavery—and perish the
industry, the comforts, the civilization, the
morals, religion of the slaves, and even the
slaves themselves, if to be necessarily caused
by their receiving the gift of freedom!”

The alleged greatest atrocities of negro slavery
considered, in comparison with those of free

society, or class slavery. \

The main objections of the opposers and de-
nouncers of slavery may be stated under two
general heads, viz: first, the great injustice
and wrong of subjecting human beings, our
natural equals, to slavery, and of theso hold-
ing them and their posterity ; and second, the
hardships and sufferings of the persons sub-
Jjected to and held in slavery. The numerous
other objections urged are ineidental, and of
minor importance to these. Pitie -

The alleged injustice and wrong-doing of
producing or maintaining the relations and
onosite conditions of master and slave, have
already been here considered in another con-
nection. If it is unjust and wrongful, it is in
the same manner as propérty, wealth; and po-
litical rank and power, in almost every civi-
lized and even free country, are possessed by
a small number of ‘the people, while the far
greater number are without land or other pro-
perty, without political power, or, perhaps,
even political rights, and with searcely a hope
of acquiring either, in a whole life of unceas-
dng toil and privation. Except some of the
most rabid. socialists and digorganizers, as
Proudhon, who declares all “property to be
robbery,” no English philanthropist, or North-
ern‘anti-slavery writer, has denounced all he-,

: reditary . magistrates and rulers as usurpers,

‘and all property-holders as unjust and frandu-

lent possessors—and declared that both these
classes of usurpers and robbers ought to be
deprived of their acquisitions for the benefit

of the multitude of destitute persons, whose

_equal rights had been thereby violated. The
abstract right of all mankind to: personal
_liberty, and the right to equal participation in
the government, and of propertyin land, (ifno
more,) stand upon precisely equal and like
grounds. The end obtained by each of these
several violations of natural and equal rights,
or ¢laims, is the same—the general} and great
benefit of the whole community, and of all
mankind—even including Y,md especially as to
ersonal slavery) the class least favored in the
sistribution of rights and property. The pos-
sessor of hereditary authority, in free Eng-
land, or of authority delegated by hereditar
rulers, either eivil or military, lay or clerica!
is to the poor and starving laborer, as much a
fraudulent and forcible usurper of the power
_and property of which the Jaborer is entirely
_destitute, as the slayeholder is unjustly depriv-
_ing his slave of any right to freedom. - Yet,
Jjust as is this comparison, no English monarch-

ist or -Northern 'capitalist - seems - to! haye
thought of the parity of the different cases.
Thé second- great objection to negro slavery
is the severe aud eruel treatment of the slaves,
and the great sufferings incidental to the con-
dition of every slave. Itis a certain and de-
plorable truth, that wherever men have power
over others, there will occur cases of un-
just and sometimes cruel exercise of power.
Such cases oceur even where the superiorin-
dividual, or class, has no interest to servein op-
pressing the inferior; and they ar¢ muchmore
frequent, if not general, when the unjust op-
pression of the inferior, and subf'ect, is advanta-
geous to thesuperior person or class. Thusthere
ave many (though still exceptional) cases of
slaveholders in these Southern States maltreat-
ing their slaves, although such procedure is
generally opposed to, and never promotive of,
the master’s interest. - And so in the Northern
States and in England, there are many (yet
also exceptional) eases of husbands using their
superior power to maltreat, and even to tor-
ture or kill wives—parents their young chil-
dren—and adultchildren their parents. But
with all these cases, and many of them of
horrible cruelty and atrocity, the relations of
masters to their personal slaves, as well as of
parents to children, and husbands to wives, are
much more generally kind, just in intention,
and beneficient. The owner of negro slaves
is interested in obtaining from them the great-
est amount of continued useful labor and ser-
vice ; and also, (and especially, at their present
high pricés,) to have the property continued
by the preservation of health and long life,
and increased in successive generations. These
objects, it is' manifest, must be opposed, if not
defeated entirely, by the slaves being too
severely worked, or being subjected to other
suffering from want of sufficient food, and
other necessaries of life and health. Further:
capricious and tyrapical treatment of slaves,
even though not damaging their bodily ability
'aud’hg:ig; would be as defrimental to the
master’s interest, by producing discontent and
disobedience. - Besides these motives for just
and kind treatment, addressed to the self-inte-
rest of the master of slaves, there are others
which appeal even more strongly to the best
feelings and attributes of man. The intimate
association of the master and his slaves, through
years-of ‘direction and service—in many cases
continued from early childhood to death—
must produce, and, does produce, strong and
mutual feelings of personal regard and attach-
ment. In very many cases this attachment of
love has such sway, that the master’s kindness
of feeling overpowers his judgment, and he
fails to maintain the proper degreeof discipline
and obedience that is necessary for the well-
being and happiness of the slaves, as well as
for the profit of the master. The sternest

' master, however deficient in the softer feelings,

has at least more of personal attachment to

his own slaves than to other persons unknown

to, and wunconnected with him. And the

smallest share of this universally existing feel-

ing of personal affection, is just so much more

than is felt, or can possibly be felt, by either
”



_party.in any form of class slavery, or of sub-
" jection of Tabor: to capital. Thus, whether

_and general facts, there are many and strong,

“to be kind in his treatment, and to strive to

'_"&f;ﬁbém States, at the present, and in recent
_times be{ competition for employment among their la-
_(and has been elsewhere) very di

" slayes, negroes were so cheap in the Dritish
. West Indies, and wherever else slayes were
. then admitted, that the master’s self-interest

. to buy an adult male negro; than either to,
- redr one from infancy, or to maintain his in-
" firm and useless old age. Hence, according to
human nature, (and just as capitalists in both
_ Old and New England now act towards their
: free laborers, or class slaves,)  self-interest
generally overcame any promptifigs of lhu-
. manity. It was to the gain of the owners to
_-treat their slaves hardly and eruelly, and, ac-
" cordingly, it was so done generally. Neither

_ eapable of forming personal attachment to any
| of labor to-be increased to him even by one-

"_possibly feel any love or personal attachment
. for their numerous and often changed hire-

_ ter of choice with the epxp{tayem. - They have

* carelessness, or his too kind. ]

““obtain half of his proper prod: ;
‘Buch neglect and waste of means have often
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reasoning a priori from the-nature of man, or,
deducing conglusions from  existing Jknown

reasons to induce the owner of domestic slayes
avsid injustice and cruelty. Such aregenerally,

and of necessity must be, the general accom-
animents and eondition of slavery in these

imes. But I admit that the ease ml;%h;; e
( erent..
‘While England supplied America with African

was small to preserve his slave'slife to old age,
and no increase by procreation was desired, or
would have been profitable. . It was cheaper

were the promptings :of self-interest often
counteracted by any feeling of attachment to
the newly imported, brutal, debased, and
savage African negroes. Moreover, most of
the owners, in the British West India Islands
were non-residents, and, therefore, were in-

of their unknown slaves. y
This worst and very deplorable condition of
negro slaves wasowing to accidental and extra-
neous circumstances, (and mainly to the greedy
and unscrupulous avarice of E};gland, minis-
tered to by the great profits of the slave-trade,)
and would have bean but temporary and tran-
sient there, as was the somewhat similar early,
condition of slavery in Virginia. But the ne-
cessary hardships of free laborers, and the
cruel sufferings of qla.ss@laiery jpste_ad'qf 3
in% transient, are fixed, and will be increasing
as long as the competition for labor, and the
resstire of want, shall continue to operate.
e class of employers of free labor cannot

lings. The only rule on which they act (or
indeed can act) towards them, as laborers, is
to obtain from them as much work as possi-
bly can be performed, for as low wages as will
be taken for such work. This is not even a mat-

their places in a complicated system of social
machinery, and each one is compelled to act
his required part of the general operation. It
is often the case that an individual owner and
director of a plantation wpr'ked}?v his negro
slaves, either through his own indolence aud
indulgence to his

slaves, or.both these ¢ f?@bin‘q@,;faﬂs to,

ucts gnijncbme..

led, finally, to the ruinfof the proprietor, and,
pr?ﬂgq‘uent}‘yﬂ the subsequent sale of the
slaves. But, more generally, the less extent. of
such errors only causes to the proprietor such
loqre{ rofif ashe can bear withont destruction
of his business, or dimipution of his original
capital.. But any such, diminution of prefit,
fo a great manufacturer or mine owner, would
be ruinous. The competition. for purchasers,

‘among great proprietors of manufactories, and
g;ﬁ;he ;r:de%‘.f,;he world, is as keen as is the

borers. Many of such capitalists are as con-
ggiiegtiqus,an humane men as any other em-
‘ployers of labor, and they probably perform
as many acts of charity, as charity, as other
rich people. But as wages, no employer of
 numerous laborers is able to add to the pit-
tance that will engage thé needed labor,
though knowing it to beinadequate. A very
large part of the expense of these great in-
 dustrial operations is the wages of labor. A
master manufacturer is bound, by the current
market values, to take certain rates of prices
for his products; which prices return to him,
on the general average, but a fair and proper
profit on ' his capital and expenses. If, to
make these sales, and secure this profit, he can
and does hire his laborers at twenty pence for
each day’s work, he could not add two pence
to that rate of wages without taking that
amount out of his own previous and but mod-
erate profits. He might be sensible that his
laborers required  higher wages to sustain
health and life, and his feelings of compassion
and benevolence might strongly urge him to
make the increase; but for the great expense

tenth more than was paid by all his competi-
tors, could not possibly be done without de-
struction to his profits, and ruin and speedy
;qtopigge to the business, Such a man would
p‘?; is share of tax, under: the poor law, for
aiding to support his and other pauper labo-
rers, and, besides, might give alms voluntarily
to the extent of his ability; but as an em-
ployer ‘ff laborers, and payer of their wages,
e would have nae.choice but to fulfil his hard
and severe part in the great system of “free
labor,” urged to the utmost by ecompetition,
and by want. .

And precisely inlike manner acts every
employer of 'l;sgor, or purchaser of the pro-
ducts “of labor. It is the universal law of
trade, of which no particular departures from,
or; exceptions to, can prevent or affect the
%:,neml: operation, that every one will seek to

ire the lowest priced labor, and to buy the
lowest priced products of labor. All the
knowledge of tﬁg facts of want and hunger,
and consequent vice and misery, and all that
benevolence and charity can feel and wish,
cannot materially alter or alleviate the work-
ip%to its end of the great law of competition,
and its deplorable consequences. ;

There are but few, even among the most
fanatical denouncers of negro slavery, who, if
acquainted with both conditions, would not
admit that. the far greater amount of suffer-

ing is to be found in the class which they
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“falsély term “free laborers.” Yet, to reniédy,
or greatly alleviate these certain, permaiiént,
and growing distresses of ‘fhee sociéty, no
“gtatesman has even attempted; and,’ 'cépt’
“wild and disorganizing Soctalists 110 veformer
has proposed even ‘stnary‘i'ﬁ_'éﬁfs"f relief.
- Yet all these statesmen, theoretical reformers,
" and'socialists of ‘every sect, Who' have all the
hotrors of class slavery standing and growing
under their ‘eyes, neglect its miseries and vie-
tims to unite in one universal howl of denunci-
ation of negro slavery in this country—which
is a far happier condition than that of dny
class of free laborers in England, and the hap-
“piest and best condition in which the negro
race can possibly be placed. ' .
Eapedizncy of the permanence of negro slavery,
W'Md 3‘( the ?a:tmaim of 'tlweg;eva. G
~ Assuming as an' indisputable fact that God
has created and desigried the negro raceto be/
inferior in' intellect to the white—that the
negro possesses in ‘a'superior degree the qual-’
© ities of docil‘it{ and obedience, and of ability
to endure the heatand miasmatic air of tro
“ieal iclimates, and 'that he' only can safe
labor in these most fruitful regio

earth—while his feebleness of 'mx,h;d ‘and indo-
lence of body prevent his volﬂﬂtiff'dhg} sus-
tained labor, evea to preserve life’that the
white man can and ‘does divect, control, and
compel thelabors of the negro beneficially for
both, an 'best for profitable produétion, for
civilization, and for the general well-being of
¢ the world—I thence’ deduce the expediency
« ‘and ‘propriety of mot' only” maintaining, and
preserving inviolate, thé existing condition 'of
African slavery, but of ity 'being extended to’
wherever the condition’of the earth and its
- inhabitants would be ‘manifestly ‘improved
thereby. © Nearly ‘all Spanish America has
" been degraded; and is now sunk below 'the
hope for resuscitation, partly in consequence.
of the previous general mixture of blood of
“the inferior with the supevior race—and s
more because 6f the subsequent extin
slavery, and the end of the former subordiria-'
! tion of the African and native races to the
~European.
pressive Spanish - yoke, ‘and 'declaring
“and froitful ‘colonies of Spain, it %s*i{ﬁi_ver-f
-sally ‘expected that! they would rapidly im-
iprove, and rise, in'every attribute of “worth®
Sand ‘greatness, - But all’ thesé‘éaihgﬁini;“ﬂﬁd‘
philanthropic “hopes and expgéctations have
gen miserably and” completely“disappointed..
+By each of these revolutionary governmiénts,
“misealled‘free’ and republican, negro slavery
swas abolished by law,' and equal political
‘pights decreed toall ‘classés' of ‘the popula-
Jtion.  The consequénce was an immediate and
~progressive decline’of industry and produc-’
Jtiony and’ now, after forty years of political
independence, ‘gerieral security from foreign.
invaders;sand with the possession of (their so-
‘called) freedom ‘and republican’ government,
each and all of ‘these republics are but an-
~archies; more degraded and wretched in every:

FOf all “fropical ‘and South Ame

'for that catige, have greatly exten ed

bt

With the" throwing off, fﬂ‘x_éi‘d - | W
' the'
political independence of all these extensive |

'i&r&ﬁﬁ'}‘ of their former"c&éﬁiaf:%ovéﬁﬁiiéit.
ca, Brazil,
‘which escaped civil war, and Cuba, which has

cofitinted a Spanish province,” only, have
‘vetained the institution of African sl Vel

'And “these two couitries only, and.

exceeded their former fp"roduction, notwit
standing . ie evils of bad government in
‘both' thesé countries, and for Cuba, the most
isz"r'x‘ible ‘political oppression by the ‘mother
sountry. “From the mongrel races that oc-
‘cupy Mexico, Central America, the immegnse
‘basins of the Orinoco, the upper Amazon, and
the La Plata and its tributaries, and which

|are evérywhere spreading and maintaining

desolation over these fair and fertile regions of
the éarth, there is no hope for improvement
'*tm‘dir' their présent policy, and their miscalled
frée institutions. If any or all of these great -
c¢ountries had Been subdued, and occupied, and
‘governed by men of Anglo-Saxon race, and
for even the Tast forty years of their free %t—
%é‘}m&“ﬂé‘éh‘i’ tilled ‘by negro slayes, there
swould have Beed ‘as mich and as rapid im-
rement made in population, Wealth, and
greatnoss, dé flicve has been of actual decline
and'deégral 1 ‘under the different existing
con wm"krﬁi‘%he’gﬁ ‘countries, and their
‘nhabitant ‘Xﬂl’w ill continue to deeline, until.
the dﬁfy‘bﬂ 1t and sure remedy shall be'in
operatiofi. “No tropical country, or people, in
ny agé, Has ever greatly prospered, or been
raised to ahigh grade of industry, production,
véfinement, and ‘moral worth, except’ by the
aid, and general diffusion of domestic slavery.
And in modern times, the important and valu-
able products of sugar and cotton, have no-
where' "heen great articles of exportation,
except ‘when outaified from the labor of do-
’rixe‘sth' slaves, ‘

Causes of the i'; mty " ¢ the Novthern States
S u,% ithio ﬁh‘»aﬁg&f slaveny.

t&d to the claims here made
q?ﬁi’iﬂqm “of slave labor in new
er

b3

A g slave-
ive sufficient’causes of

ded in this claim of equal-

?w‘ma’:}ﬁ;aé%%’m a for th :

ity or s 1 nd for the outiard appear-
‘ﬁ?&@f’m‘ﬁé}ﬂ . %h\ép’is true. i
' Phe'settlers of all the present United States
brought with Ehem from Eutope habits of in-
Austry and ‘arftificial wants, which had ‘befn
ptodiced and ‘eultivated in their ancestors by
tlieir former, and“thei extinet, old'kystem 'of
sl'mjéify.‘__Thé‘ﬁ‘if'lﬁ"pbl nists of America, though
settlers i 'a new country, were an old people,

“with established ‘hubits of indtistey. A eold
‘and Bevere 'clitite, ‘zi‘rxﬁ“'ge’ne’}zﬁl’y;iﬁd but
mollerately? productive, required” and *com-
pelled Jabo ’aﬂd"ff;-ii%’aﬁtj}.’ o 'Be' indolent
and ‘wasteful would beé equivalént to starving
before Jhew& of the niéxt wintér 6f six months
duration. Furthér, the séttlers of New Eng-
land were still tiiore impelled to exertion by

respect than wheft under the oppression and
P PP

e
‘their ﬁ"éiigiods 'fanaticism, which® had - first




R

- 23

made them seek a new home on a barren soil,
and under a rigorous climate, and prepared
them to endure any degree of labor and pri-
vation,
and the vices nourished by the religion and
theocratic government of tgis peculiar people,
served to stimulate effort and labor much
more than ordinary physical necessities and
inducements alone would have done. But, in
addition, the puritan New Englanders availed
themselves, as much as was serviceable to
them, not.only of African slaves, but of their
Indian captives, whom they systematically re-
duced to domestic slavery. And they contin-
ued to hold their slaves until after the war of
the Revolution. But in so cold a country, and
where the products of agricultural labor were
of so little amount, slave labor was of Ymm;h
less value than in countries under opposite
conditions. As soon as there was even a mod-
erate supply of free labor, it became cheaper
to hire such, even at higher rates, for the few
months only when it was available, than to
maintain a slave throughout the year, and for

months together of winter, when no agricul-!

tural work could be performed. Hence the
time for the natural and economical extine-
tion of slavery in New England soon arrived.
And if the masters had not had (and used)
the resource of selling their slaves to the
South, they would have emancipated them,
not for any conscientious seruples, (which now
so heavily oppress them in regard to Southern
slavery,) but for profit. 'The like reasons and
causes operated more slowly to extinguish do-
mestic slavery in the middle Atlantic States;
‘and the growing anti-slavery doctrines served
still more to forward and exteénd the removal

of slavery where it had existed, and to forbid |

and prevent its being established in the new
Northwestern States. The longer and more
rigorous winters there also prevented regular

or continuous agricultural labor, and would

have served to detract much' from the profite
of negro slavery, if it had existed there. But
if both law and fanaticism had not forbidden,
itwould be both profitable and highly benefi-
cial to use negrd slaves to a limited extent in
all the Northwestern States, and especially for
house servants. And they would have been
indispensable, even for agricultural laboys, de-
spite the disadvantages of climate, if a supply
for such service had but been continually fP -
nished in the hordes of destitute European
immigrants, who, of course, all go to these
States, or newer territories, where labor is
most in demand, and, therefore, is most highly
paid for. -

But there are other and stronger reasons for
the prosperity and success of the Northern
States. LEven after negro slavery was re-
moved from them, its continued existence and
extension in the Southern States served to
foster and stimulate, and reward the industry
of the Northern States. Southern products,

Not only the virtues, but, the follies

ever since the existence of the Federal consti-
tution, have been made tributary to Northern
navigation, commerce, and manufactures—and
the fribute has been made more and amore
oppressive to the South, and profitable to the
North, by means of federal legislation giving
bounties, direct or indirect, to Northern in-
dustry, capital, and. general interests. It will
never be known by the South, nor appreciated
by the North, how much tribute has thus
been paid by Southern industry and capital,
(and all derived from the products of negro
slavery,) to swell Northern profits and wealth,
until the existing union of the Northern and
Southern States shall be dissolved. Should
that contingency oceur, then, for the first time,
will the Northern States have to support
themselyes from their own resources, and
without the great and unacknowledged aid to
their wealth derived from the slave Jabor and
the products of the South—and they will then
}eam to know the value of all that they have
ost., " i

The intellect of the world coming to the appro-
“wal and support of negro slavery.

The defenders and vindicators of negro
slavery would have nothing to fear for the
final and complete success of their cause, if
the question were to be decided by reason
and argument, founded upon facts and expe-
rience. But the case is very different. In
these United States, the rights and property of
slaveholders and of the slaveholding States,
are assailed in every possible manner by the
oginions and votes, ah(? also the lawless action,
of the more numerous people of the Northern
States, directed by ambitious and unscrupulous
leaders, who excite and array ignorant fanat-
icism in the Northern States in opposition to
slavery in thé South, merely to gain political
power and rank for themselves. Under this
great outside pressure of the now powerful
Northern States, aided by the fanatical or
pretended philanthropy ‘of England and
France, it may be, that blind fanaticism, stim-
ulating and directing illegal and incendiary
action, may be able to extinguish slavery,
(even though in a general extermination of
the black race in the States where slavery
now exists,) before good sense, truth, and
sound reasoning, all of which are now extend-
ing in influence, shall come to the rescue.
The existing contest between the defenders
and the assailants of negro slavery is one in
which intellect is, or is about to be, arrayed
on one side, and the brute force of ignorant
and deluded numbers, on the other. The
result of the contest will be of vital impor-
tance to the Southern States, either for weal
or wo, and, in a very considerable measure, to
every class and condition of all America and
Europe, and to the future civilization and wel-
fare of the world.

.
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" THE INFLUENCE OF SLAVERY, OR OF ITS ABSENCE, ON
MANNERS, MORALS, AND INTELLECT. ‘
[itrant Brom st ihdduom. to e Virginia ftabe Apriontieal Hoceky, read st the Pitst

-

..constitute the

> intimst.enlf
, - rieulturs
. and as suitable to.this occasion, I will now
. offer some remaks.

21+ At

" Annusl Meeting, December 16, 1862, by Epwmusp Rurriy, President; and then printed by
order of the Society.]. © . ovoa . i _ ;

s 231

® % » » The subjectupon mh!oh'qla;ﬂo-

pose now to offer my opinions and. remarks,|

though not strictly agricultural, is of MB&
El

est degree of interest and importance. to)

- whole agricultural community of this'and the

Southern States of the confederacy.
This is, the influence of the institution of do-|

mestic or individual slavery on manners, intel-

- leet, and morals, and on the welfare of both

masters and slaves; and in these respeots
compared. to ithe influence of the slavery of
class to class, 'which, in one or other form,;
either now prevails, or soon will ocecur, in
every civilized country where domestic slavery
uqqtfound. yestat B roges 0oyt ¥
The institution of domestic slavery, its ef-
fects, influences gnmababl,e; m;:;qumg
b, At

of discussion at the present time~—of defensive

* and too often apologetic argumentin the South-

ern States, and of aggressive and fierce de-
nunciation throughout the Northern States of
this confederacy. Thesubjeetis as broad and
varied as it is important.  To .bez,ﬁllly discus-

. 8ed it would require consideration in sundry
. aspects, but of which each onemay be treated
-separately and distinetly. The.expedienc;

and rightfulness of ala-v_arf may bee

either as a question of religion and morals—

of publie policy and political influence—or of

domestic economy and influence upon private

interests and on the habitsand manners of so-

ciety. The former and chief branches of the
eral question have been already discussed

by able writers, to whose arguments. I could

no light, even if this oceasion. permitted
so wide a range of discussion. ~But the latter-
named branch has had less attention, orde-
fence, on our part; and as its consideration,
connected with agriculture and ag-
interests, in this connection mainly,

. upon the influence of the
existing institution of African slavery, on the
social qualities, manners, and. welfare. of the
agricultural class in these Southern States:

uestion of social and moral advan

. This one and limited relation of slavery:to
jagricultural interests, requires a still farther
division, into 1st: The question of the eom-
 parative pecuniary profit of slave labor, orof
{::bpmae-md its substitutes; and 2d¢ The
o8 and
tages. The first of these subdivis-

ions, important as it is to our interests, and
certain and easy as would be the demonstration
of ‘the result, cannot be here discussed. The
| superior pecuniary profit of slave-labor is a
ubject of statistics, of calculation and detail,
which would be inadmissible at this time and
place.  But it is not required to reach the
proof through such & course of argument. I
|may assume as granted and unquestionable,
‘the fact almost universally admitted in the
Southern States, that slave-labor is in our eir-
cumstances, more profitable to the employers,
and to agricultural interests, than could be
any possible substituted labor, Dismissing,
then, this important subdivision of .this sub-
i@t‘u.uﬁhr I will direet my: observations
to private interests other than i
affected by the influence of the

slavery.

and

vading institution,
however beneficial in general effect, must also
‘haye some adverse effect or influence inminor
points, or exceptional cases. This is true in
regard to every great institution of publie
economy, government, morals, or even reli-
gi ,‘%Ot a poor reasoner who judges not
E;‘ml rules, but by the exceptions, And
:that is the mode of argument generally adopt-
;ﬂ:ﬁ oppose and denounce the institution-of

very.  The so-called facts or premises, if
not either entirely false and impossible, as is
general l;zdtt:me, are but rare exceptions to

w d il i
. The great economical objections to slave
labor are these: The compulsion of suthority,
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and the fear of punishment, to the slave, are
less potent than the pressure of want, and de-
sire of gain, stimulating free laborers. Hence
slaves labor less assiduously than necessitous
. freelaborers. Next, with all this loss of effort
still the labor of slaves is so profitable that
their owners are tempted by their prosperity
and the ease of obtaining a living, to be them-
selves indolent and wastéfgh J‘hglsi'are;gf-
fects which every where'follow simila cafises,
Their existence is certainly a great detraction
fro.what might otherwise be the profits of
Southern agricultural industry and capital
But when this defraction is urged (as is con-
tinually done) by the opposers. of, slavéery to
fovethe évizs d% the s"y%h m}i(ﬁlbiy\':f’eb in:zzét

ut asserting the truths . OX t!
Southern slgveé,' ﬁx;ér}eﬂzxg;g I;El?ﬂseg mrbg
yet the profits of their owners greater, thanin
seregard to thecorrespondinigelasses of laborers
viénd-edpitalists in - Burope-ot! the Northern
‘States. Northern farmers who are now thriv-
ing by greater economy of labor and produets,

of continued toil, or menial service, to the in-
ferior race, (and of which the subjection, not-
Wwithstanding, has served greatly for its benefit
and improvement,) gives to the superior race
leisure and other means to improve mind, taste,
and manners. In countries where domestic
slavery does not exist, (or some equivalent
condition of society, such as I will advert to,)
i d avhere ghe owners of the foil and all mem-
bers of their families are necessarily laborers
in the lowest departments or most degrading
menial services, there may be much industry,
greater economy and frugality, and possibly,
(under the peculiarly favorable, though tran-

sient, circumstances of a-newly sestled. territo-
vy and ¢liea ’and:fermm@z'mrs&f be

en 1 neral aceu, tion of profit and
gz%i:ﬁfh. SgB'\ft‘, név‘er(l?e?fl;sax, suchpa popula-
tion, of necessity, must be, or in a few genera-
Ftions will become; tirdéin mm@»ﬂ;sﬁg%}ew
1y deficienitiin refinément’ of feeling and eulti-
vation of mental and social qualities. @ No'ohe
appreciates more highly than myself the ad-

would become bankrupt if subjected to- the|vantages toanation of producing and accumu-
oiwaste:of both; wbicliﬂgﬂgén‘emsmmﬁlmdh—wi}:g" wealth: by the individdal membefs of
+thte Sotithern States. - Thesejevils are the efteots| the  great: community, and especi e
-gertainily-of sslavery=<but effets’ whieh’ ‘publie gain, theireie -
“othe est evidenceiof the greater Ieproduction “and Fichesi" To'ad ‘and
20f the system; and “of the falsehivod of the{tirgs the forwarding of the 1atter results'is the
Lok mgﬁzlvwmsh bstion of i for |14 ‘object of my present ser and éfn-
bm prietors, ‘o' of oppressionan | ployment, s it has been one ‘ofitlie most in-

of thieslaves 160 of i 31 as fualiogui guoi -

<1 Muelyis certainly wanting among the'agri-
- @ilturalolass of the Southern States, inéduea-|
= tionrand mental culture ; Jand: liave been

Jiand still rerdain the obstacles to ‘thé Higher
L attainthent of these benefits. ' This &l one
+i0f theattendant minor evils of the'institution:
I of islavery, caused by the niecessary: dispersed

orésidences of thesuperior class of ‘thespapula-]

oion. [3till; in no' ovher class of ‘eultivator'of
-rthesoil, whether in this:young and gréat con-
~federacy, or inold Burope, can there béfound,
~dnproportioh to numbers; so' much of mental
" dmprovément;enlar, nt of views; and géne-
#al information, asin the South
«rholding Stutes. 'Inno othrer:
- ighout; the:world, are bette!
preserved; the:

: al class,
!  nurtured, or
oo wenl he dome

4

nes- |
tic and family virtues of daughters, wi¥ ﬁac}jﬁ'ﬂ\y
waniothers.

: - To ‘the'most intelligent ‘and’ fair-|
Yjudging of foréign travellers and wisitorsto
v ourSouthern eountry; who have'had opportu-
~mities to-observe domestic manners'and coun:
ey society——whetlier such *visitors” were na-
«tivesof Barope or of our Northern and

slavery-
< hating States, -nothinglhuﬁeem&mmmiid

<edrand: peculiar thau-facts: vbserved, which
~gere buv illustrations ‘of the “propositions I
-‘have’ asserted,” and nevessary results of ‘our

-peculiar soeial ‘position.” Yiet it has not oc-]

{etirred to'theseintelligent strangers; who have
-+admiréd and eulogised the doniestic mannérs
ioand refinement ot thie Soltthern country poy

1 lation;  that- thie: ‘miain“eause;  the - fessent :’;;
] rh

« foundationof the permanence of the'
wimerits which they witnessed with’s

. admiration, are due to the institutio
«odn slivery. ' It'is this institation; w

L

d

vinaidhdm“\fé-" ;

“objects of all my i ‘and

K?) ors. o (Still; may Goml?&m we'should
‘deemthe accumulation 6f wealth-gven if.
[fromvits most: beneficial ahd b ‘F?'uﬂgo
source; thefertilization and ‘eulture of“the
soilas compensation for the 1oss'ordeteriora-
‘tion of ‘the mental” and 'moral 'qualities’ ‘of
Southern men, and more especially‘of Sowthetn
women'! :And'if brought to thie hard nesessi-
wyof | chvosing between ‘the” two' condifions,
‘with their' opposite disad vaiitages, I would not
‘hesitate a moment to préfer the entiré existing
Social; doméstic; and industrial ‘conditions “of
‘these slaveholding States) with all ‘the How .
isting “evils' of indolence and ‘wiste,” and
‘exhausting tillage “and 'declining
to'the entireeonditions of ‘any other
vof the' 1

ortility o
dountry o theface globe. " Our’ cotin-
popalation would lose largely ih grade'by
| exchanging" ‘conditions with ‘the industiious,
economical, and thrifty Flemish favmers—long
and deservedly celebrated for the excellénce
of their agriculture, and who'yet; beyond the
‘routing ‘of their fegular work, are’ t
‘uninformed as their most ignorant+hired labo-
vers: ““Far worse ‘would “bea elisge to the
‘condition of theproprietary ‘¢lass of ‘France,
‘among" whon; land- general ) minutely
subdivided; that its' possession i8 tusually c-
eompain ﬁ%gsdl “thetoils aud #pri vationsof
+ day-laborers to the farmer and his fandily, and
of Gourse by the ignorance, cosrseness of mian-
ners; and’ moral: degradation, zhﬁhw‘;hla
hetessary ‘consequences of such’ n'uhlﬁé% 5
osure) m':?grimﬁﬁls:— * In ‘Britain, it ois .
that ‘with much of ' gross  ignovatice: and
| Fudeness-of manners among ‘thé lower ¢lass'of

i a with all thesgricultural laborers
g ¢, in ‘the’ higher' classes, both of pro-
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rietors and tenants of lands, many persons of
igh intellectual attainments. But this ex-
ception to the general rule is owing to the
almost universal mode of tenure of the landed
prbﬁéxy‘ty in that country, and the usual sepa-
ration of its possession, as capital, by men of
wealth, and leisure, and the condueting of the
cultivation by tenants upon rent. Even many
tenants are men of wealth, who find it
more profitable, as tenaunts, to conduct ver‘y
large agricultural operations ‘and capital,
than the being proprietors of small farms,
and upon a necessarily very limited secale
of operations. These causes are there fur-
ther aided in operation by the high price
of land, which keeps it in the possession of
tlieAWealth! gnd educated, and also the great
plenty ‘and cheapness, and degradation, of
agricultural labor—iiuch. cheaper in’ that,
thickly populated country than our gave la-
bor. 'Of these séveral conditions of British’
agriculture, serving to improve and refine the
igher rural or agricultural classes, and only
the Higher classes, not one exists n this coun-
try, or possibly can occur for centuries to come,
{%'the Northern and Northwestern States
of thé confederacy, there dre also to be found, |
(as yet, though they must certainly aud sooii
disappear,) mauny  proprietors and eultivators
of land ‘who are nmien of ¢ducation and jntelli- |
gence, andawhose wives and daughters have a
high degree of refinement of manners. But
in nearly every such case, it will be found
that this intelligence and refinement were de-
rived from some previous and different train-
ing and position; aund that ‘these qualities
have been so far retained in agricultural life
by the large agricultural profits and accumu-
lations of wealth available in a newly settled
country. Butevennow, the general conditivn
of the agricultural class in these non-slave-
holding States is much'lowered, and tendin
‘to whiat must be hereafter a state of genera%'
and deep degradation, in intellectual and so-
cial gualities, And with them, the deg tada-
tion will not stop when as low as that of the’
tenantry of England, or'of the hoors who x‘é‘é‘p{
rich harvests from the fat soil of ‘Beélgium.
"The comparative poverty of soil in the older
Northern States, aud the general and repeated
divisions of property therein, bly inhefitance,
indicate a future c¢ondition of the

proprietors
more like to that of the wretched and igno-
rant proprietary elass of France. ;

Even now, it is comparatively a rare case
in the Northern States to find, what is so com-
mon in the Southern, a highly intelligenf man,

with a well educated and refined family, all|

natives of and still residing in the country,
and belonging strietly to the agricultural class,
Such persons liave little inducement o remain
in’(and still less to commence) country life
and agricultural employtents in the Nortlietn|
States. ‘And should any such, perchance, be;
8o situated, they must either abandon their
pursuits and their locality, or'be content that
their children shall sink to the general level’
of the surrounding residents, in coatse man-
ners and uneultivated intellect. A bufficient
proof of the working of this law of cireum-

stances is gr.eeent_ed, continually to the world
in the eontrast of the representation in Con-
gress from the rural districts of the Northern
and Southern States respectively. The most
distinguished ‘mén, and especially statesmen,
of t,l)la‘ngﬁ'QIi,'B}s"vb as often (at least) been nas
‘tives and ‘continued residents of the country -
as of towns—and in talent and in numbers
they have far ‘exceeded all from the North in '
our public councils. 'In the Northern States
‘there are, indeed, many men of the highest
‘talents, education, and jearnibg—and, it may
bé, in the latter 1espects exceeding any in the
South, because of the greater advantages of-
fered iiy reat cities for literary and scientific
pursuits, But these great or learned men are
reither produced in or gathered to the great
cities only. They are mien who have acquire
theirjust renown either aslawyers, physicians,
ﬁvides, ‘or professors in scientific and literary
stitutions.  All of ‘great intellectual power
'‘that now exists in the gieat States of Massa-
chusetts, New York, and Peunsylvania, is to
be found'in their, populous cities only—and.’
almost exclusively ini their respective great
capitals,” Some truly great men may be (and
'sometimes, are) furnished from these cities to
aid the public councils. But never does one
such ¢ome from all the twenty-fold greater
country and vilfagg’ constituencies—which
even wlen disposed tlius to honor the highest
‘talent, (which is not often the case, either in
towhn or countiy—North or South)—could not .
possibly find “ainong’ themselves any: high
talent to honor. The difference between the
intellectual ‘conditions of the Northern and |
Southern agi%hltpml population, is the cause .
of the usual long existing and well known
commanding influence in the Federal Govern-
of Southern States, through their
representatives, in whatever measures of na-
tional policy are directed by wisdom, or in-
tellect, or for the benefit of general interests.
But we are now miuch the weakest in votes;
and in whatever of public policy is connected .
with sectional interests, or still baser piivate
self-interest, superior intellect has no intluence,
and we are governed by the brute force and
cu&iild'ity of superior numbers, i
. The peculiar defects of Northern agricul-
tural labor in its iufiuence on social aud do-
mestie rela "6 not (as yet) forbid, great
pecuniary success in agrieultural pursuits. In-
deed, when no far-reaching intelleetual power
is required to devise or direct a system of cul-
ture or fm rovement, or while enongh of such
direction, derived from former influences, yet
remains in operation, the returns of agricul-
tural eapital are even increased by the exist-
ing,hpu«ji}i’ou of things in the Northern States,
; tfqrméf' or planter of the South, not. rich,
but 'in independent and comfortable circum-
stances, gives a p Iiiﬁ‘,dn of his time to social
and mental occupation. Perhaps his whole
ibj'eét in seeking such relaxation 1s present en-

Jjoyment. . But the final result is not the less
mprovement of mind and manners. His sons
'and daughters grow up under these advaun-
tages and influences of social communication.
And, if, in the end, because of such indul-
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gences of a family, even thongh moderately
aggﬁp’;p‘ erly enjoyed, there may be less money.
accumu’ atei‘ "there will' be acquiquﬁ other
values much more than compensating the dif-
ference of pecuniary gains. Elwood Fisher, (in
his_excellent lecture on “The North and the
South,”) has observed most truly that the or-
dinary social intercourse of the people of the
South serves admirably as a school of instrue-
tion. Quoting by memory only from this pro-
found thinker and able-advocate of Southern
institutions and rights, I am not sure whether
I am indebted directly to his expressions, or
indirectly, (by deduction from them) for the
opinion which will be here added—that his
social school, in its, operation for improying
manners and morals, for enlarging observation
and thought, and for affordimg general and
useful information, is far better than the much
landed common school education oi',,i;he:ﬁ]ew
England States. Spelling, reading, and com-|
mon arithmetic are indeed necessary ang_ A
cellent first steps in the pursuit of wseful in-
struction and knowledge. But he wh -goes
no farther in the pursuit, might as well have’
not moved at all. 7 ' A meartay
A farmer of New York or Pennsylvania, in
like moderate, but independent circlimétg}ii;‘é;i
as to amount of property to those just aup,’
posed for the Southerner, would be cémpgl!'ed
to be one of his own continual laborers. His
wife would be the most unceasing drudge on
the farm. His sons, and not less his daughters,
wou%d be brought up to continued labor in
the lowest and most repulsive employments,
and without any improving social intercourse,
because its cost could not be afforded. Under
such circumstances, aided by the usual accom-
paniments of industry, frugality, and parsimo-
nious expenditure, wealth may and probably
will be increased. But the possessors .lw_i])l
seek and find nearly all their objects and pleas-
ures in such accumulation, an&'_they. or the
next generation, will descend as mnch in re-|
finement and intellect, as the stock of wealth
may be increased. = Such a proprietor, in mere
money valuation, is just so much the richer
a3 the value of the wages of himself, his wife,
and his children, as day-laborers on the farm,
or servants in the house. A life of continued,
moderate, and regular labor, is not a life of
pain. When encouraged by the prospeet, and
rewarded by -the fruition of gain, it becomes
a life of pleasure. Thus the accumulation of
wealth, Ey an industrious Northern farmer,
does not usually induce any intermission of his
early labors, or change the habits, labors, or
training of his children. When he may have
acquired $30,000 worth of property, he con-
tinues to labor as steadily, and to live nearl
as'rudely, as when under the pressure of his
early poverty, Hisson still drives his father’s
wagon or Lis hogs to market-—in no way dis-
tinguished in appearance or habits from the
other hired laborers.  His wife is still the

most laborious domestic drudge. His daug’h: i

ters have no _fu';gpi"qvin'g society, and their daily
and continuou u' ployments are those of me-

ew |slaves. 1n the so-called free countries, in

This is the general condition to which agri-
cultural society and mannefq,_‘g‘ni"st tend, are
tending, and have already reached to great
extent, in the older nonslaveholding States.
This is the condition from which we are saved, -
and immeasurably exilted, by the subjection
and slavery of an inferior race, The superior
race here Is truly free. In the so-called free
countries, the far greater number of the supe-
rior race is, in effect, enslaved, and thereby -
dégraded to a condition suitable only for a
race made inferior by nature, There exists
slayery, or the subjection of man to man, in
every country under the sun, except, perhaps,
the most barbarous and ignorant. In these
Southern .States we have the slavery of indi-
vidual to individual, and of a ndtur&lly infe-
rior to a naturally superior race; which, of
all, is the condition best for both masters and .

ad

.dition to the sometimes most oppressive
of a despotic and grinding government—or, it
‘may be under free constitutional govemmeq{;:f
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there is the slavery of class to class—of

3

ave|starving laborers to the paying employ
- | Hunger and cold are the mpé‘laﬁ exactipg'o);

task-masters. Thevictims of hunger and cold
are alwgya,‘sn of necessity, slaves to 'gh\e_u;g
wants, and through them, to those who only

can supply their wants. The gument
urged gy English and Northern advocates for

the abolition of our system of slavery, (while
totally regardless of their own,) is that hired
labor is cheaper than slave labor. And this
is unquestionably true, as to both Old Eng-
land and New England, and all other coun-
tries where the formerly existing domestic
slavery has been abolished, because (and only
because) it had ceased to be the most profita-

' ble to the slaveholders, Whenever continued

severe suffering from hunger and cold, and
the number of the sufferers, compel the desti- -
tute class to compete eagerly Witﬁ each other
in lowering the wages of their labor to obtain
bread, then the payment for such labor of so-
called free men necessarily becomes cheaper .
than would be the support of a domesticslave,
Of course, if domestic slavery then remained
in that country, the owners of slaves would .
hasten to get rid of them, and to employ, in-
stead, the cheaper laborers furnished and
tasked and driven by hunger and cold, Thus,
and for these reasons, acted our English ances-
tors, when manumitting their white slaves.
Thus, and still better for their own interest,
did our Northern brethren, For when con-
vinced that domestic slavery was too costl
in their wintry region, they first sold their
négro slaves to. the South, and while thereaf-
ter avoiding their costly use, they continued, .
as long as permitted by law, to “steal” new -
supplies from Africa to sell to, the Southern
States. If the former Southern demand for.
Africans still existed, and the African slave- -
trade,was open by law—or if it were safe and
rofitable. to_ violate the now prohibitory
aw—enough of our Northern brethren would
be now as ready as everto supply the demand.
And if their access to the coast of Africa was ,

nial s_ei‘vnnts';—vgglpgg services it would be too
costly to hire. B

prevented, they would be as willing, (if safe -
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and profitable,) to supply all ‘the South with
slaves, by kidndpping the subjects of their
now'much desired ally, the negro Emperor of

H?ti.' Y !
early all of the many vessels which have
been’engaged in the African slave-trade, in
violation of the prohibitory laws of the United
States, were fitted out for that purpose from
Northern ports and by Northern eapital, and
were manned by Northern crews. - This trade,
since being prohibited and made pimci7 by
our laws, has been carried on to suppl?' slaves
to‘Cuba and Brazil, with incomparably more
inhumanity and eruelty, than attended -the
formerly legalized and regulated traffie. From
time to time we havé seen announced the de-
tection of sundry vessels or persons engaged
in this now illegal and atrocious business of
torture and murder in the sea voyage; and
legal proceedings have often been commenced
against the supposed offenders in the North-
ern cities to which they respectively belonged.
But in not one such case have I ever heard of
the conviction, followed by due punishment,
' of any of these worst of eriminals, And when
such detection of these acts of legal piracy
are announced in Northern newspapers, it 18
usually done in as few words as would serve
for any other commercial occurrence of inno-
A Yet, besides the ille-
one such voyage,
unds of merchants of

of suffering, ecrime, and . horror, than could
possibly occur among all”the slaves in the
Southern States in the same length of time.
No furious, popular, and philanthropic indig-
nation has been aroused against these detected
pirates; neither the crews and their comman-
defs, nor the rich capitalists; who were the
owners and real traders, torturers, and mur-
derers. The great gain of the trade seems to
serve as a veil and excuse for its deep iniquity.
D'Wolf; who was oneof the great slave-trading
capitalists of Rhode Island, (while the trade
was yet legal,) was not, therefore, -the less a
leading man of that State—as is evident from
his having been subsequently elected by its
Legislature to the Senate of the United States.:
If any such African slave-trader had lived in
the Southern States, all his wealth would not
have lifted him to a respectable position; and
he could not have obtained the lowest office,
from either people or Government, as readily
as did his compeer of Rhode Island attain the
highest official station, and, I suppose, the
highest estimation, in slavery-hating and pu-
ritanical New England. . ‘

. There are still other kinds of slavery besides:
those ' produced by force, and by want and
suffering. General ignorance leads to. the
corruption of a people, and of subjection of
mind to mind.. And this kind of slavery, as
it is in effect, tending to the most awful polit-
. ieal and national evils, is already growing rap-.
idly in the so-called free Northern States.. ?
is in their circumstances—of the land eculti-
vated and owned: by an unenlightened and
still - deteriorating rural’ population—of large
cities, "in’ which, ‘with a few men of highest

intellectual powers, or popular influence,

there is.collected an enormously predominas

ting number of ignorant, needy, and uoprin- |

cipled men—when' & very large proportion
of the population of these cities is composed
of newly arrived foreigners, often vicious and
turbulent, and necessarily unacquainted with
the principles of free government, and unused
to freedom in any form—I say, it is certain,
in such ‘circumstances as these, that the body
of the people will be directed, governed, and
in effect enslaved by a few master-minds—and
these ‘minds generally acting solely for the
promotion of base self-interest and personal
aggrandizement.’ No- safe-guards in written
constitutions can preserve such a people from
being made the, tools and slaves of able politi-
cal knaves and unscrupulous’ demagogues,
With such population of both towns and cour-
tiry—with such influences: at work, and their
tendencies—with such unprincipled leaders
and managers, and such followers—in the
great State of New York, political liberty, in
effect, is already at an end; and individual

roperty, and even life, are unsafe. If the
goom of every dwelling-house in the Southern
country were left nightly without locks, or
bolts, and if ev slave on each farm had

11 command of deadly weapons, (and both
such circumstances, in effect, are real in innu-

merable and continuiny cases,) our property .

and ourlives would be much safer from any
attempis thereon by eur slaves, than soon
will be the property and lives of the rich
people of New York from their destitute fel-
low-citizens, notwithstanding all the protec-
tion afforded
their nominal free government.. Indeed, the
beginning of this terrible consummation is
already clearly indicated in the successful pro-
gress of the anti-rent-paying combination and
movement of the State of New York. For
many years, numerous oceupiers of rented

the constitution and laws of

lands haye openly and avowedly leagued to:.

withhold the payment of the rents due to the
proprietors, and yet hold to the land. The
laws have been trampled upon by this feloni-
ous league, and the decrees of:courts frus-

trated or silenced. The agents of the pro-

prietors and creditors have been outrageousl

maltreated, (as would have been the princi- -

pals, had they dared to appear,) and the offi-
cers.of justice, when attempting to enforce
legal processes, have been resisted by 'aris,

and in some cases have been murdered by .

these defiers of the laws. Growing meore
powerful and bold with time and success, .
‘these. anti-renters have assumed  a political
position and organization, and .thus exercise
great influence in state elections. And asa

crowning act of triumph, they were enabled

to secure ithe election of a candidate for the
Chief Magistracy, upon the understood en-
gagement of that candidate that he would
prostitute his pardoning power as governor,
to discharge from the State’s prison some of

the most' desperate felons of the anti-rent ;
party, who by rare chance had heen convicted ;

and sentenced to punishment in that confine. -

ment.., Whether 'this corrupt and most vile .
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pledge had been expressly given or mot, it
was charged as being understood, and was

acted upon by the anti-renters—and was
faithfully redeemed : by* the governor so:
elected, by his speedy pardon of the villain-
ous eriminals, for whom his aid had been thus
sought to be purchased. 44 :
Faris it from my intention to stigmatize any
of our population upon the ground of foreign
birth. ' We should value men for their known
merits, and not for their places of nativity.
We ought to feel even the more indebted to a
good citizen, or a.public benefactor, if a for-
eigner, who had sought our land and Govern-
ment from preference, than if tlre mere aceident
of native birth had placed him in ourcountry.
Hence we are the more indebted for the ser-
vices and talent and the patriotism of Mont-
gowmery, Charles Lee, Hamilton, Lafayette,

these Southern: étates, it'{vjv“iiill.né-t‘_ onlyvb;the )
utter ruin. of these States, but one of the

heaviest blows to the well-b%g of the world, -

the most powerful obstacle to the settlement,
culture, eivilization, and highest improvement

of all this western continent, and the exten-

sion'of free govérnment and the true prinei-
ples of freedom among all the superior races-
capable of appreciating and preserving those

blessings. And even the Northern States, all -

of which are now desirous, if not striving for
the abolition of slavery in the South, would
be, next to the Southern States, the greatest
losers by that result, both in their pecuniary
interests and political safety, bl e
If there is any existing institution of divine
origin, and manifestly designed and used b
the all-wise and all-good Creator to forwarg
his beneficent purposes, slavery, and especially

Kosciusko, Pulaski, and Gallatin, as foreigners, African domestic slavery, is such an institu-

than if they had been among us by birth, in-
stead of by preference. To hundreds of thou-

tion, - Personal slavery has existed from the
earliest known existence of society. Slaves

sands of immigrants from Europe our country | were Beld by the most virtuous and the most
has been greatly indebted-for their useful pri- [favored of God’s ancient worshippers and ser-

vate or publie lives. But I speak of class
«and not of individuals—of the general rule,
and not of its exceptions. Taken. altogether, |

- class of native citizéns, and immea.surabl-y in-
Sfervior in knowledge aud appreciation of 'the
principles of free government. An infusion of
such new population, gmounting to a small
minority ouly, could do no political harm.
But the danger of prospective evilis enormous,
when this new population can control entire
States; and, if not able to elect'a President,
is 80 powerful as to be offered bribes for that
purpose by every ambitious and unprincipled
seeker of the office, who ¢an so influence
the legislation of the Congressiof the United
States, Vi & S
The pretended philanthropists of the North-

ern States are well aware of the effects w!

the suceess of their efforts for the aboli
Southern slavery would
berforees and Clarksons

of

n: ezets of former
times doubtlesswere déeceived; and believed
all they professed as to the expeeted beneficial
results of negro emancipation. But since the
experiment of Hayti, now of more than sixty
years' standing, and of others of later date, in
the British West Indies, and all the latter made
with the utmost care, and under-the most
favorable auspices, no- abolitionists  of good:
sense and information can believe in the bene-
fits of emancipation even to the slaves them-
selves, or in the fitness of the negro race for
freedom and self-government. ‘I'he present
leadersin this Northern warfare againstSouth-
arn slavery are actuated much less by love for
the slaves than by hatred for vheir masters.
Their lust for political power is a still stronger
operating motive than either.
that the complete fruition of their'machina-
tions would be to reduce the Southern States
to the condition of Jamaica, if not to the still

vants. - Slavery has ever been the means, if it
is not the only possible means, of civilizing
barbarous tribes and regions; spreading the

- therecent and present immigration from Eu-|culture of the edrth, and instrueting the most
rope is lower in intelligence than the lowestéi)gnom - and degraded races of men,

Still
etter eculiar features belong to African
slavery, under civilized and e
By this, a race made inferi
always enslaved to barbarov
ters, was raisedgreatly in the seal
and happiness, as well as of improvement.
Civilization and Christianity have thus been
communicated - to millions, who - other: 3
would never have heard of either.
negro slavery only, could thes
States; and still more the tropieal
America, have been settled and cul
‘white race.: All that )
ath, and much of all d en in the
Northern States, for industrial and moral im-
rovement, refinement, and even religion, has

il<|been more or less due to the existence of

Africanslavery. For even all the older North-
ern States had the benefit of this institution
at first, when it was most néeded, and retained
it as long a8 it continued to be beneficial, and

until the now fast growing slavery to want

began to operate as a substitute.

It is true that the institution of slavery is
attended by many and great particular evils,
And where is the great social institution which
isnot?  Even in the blessed relations of hus-
band and wife, and of parent and child, there
are cases of great unhappiness afid evil, and
crime, growing out of these very relations.
Yet, because there are husbands and wives,
and parents and children, who are monsters
in human shape, and who can avail themselves
of theserespective charactersto perpetrate the

They know {most horrible erimes, and infliet the direst

calarhities on helgless and innocent sufferers,
who would, therefore, condéemn, and strive to
abolish, the institution of marriage, or the sub~

worse state of Hayti. If they, or ofher as|jection of children to parents? The legalin-

malignant ard more powerful enemies, should
ever succeed in abolishing 'this institution in

&

stitution of apprenticeship, prevailing
every civilized and refined people, is.preci

amiong .,
Y L
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1 P)
; dging from a»uﬂy.?; i
inued duration of the institution of domestic
slavery—its almost universal extension—its
beneficial influence in subduing barbarism and
savage indolence and ignorance—in inducin
- the culture and improvement of the earth, ang
~ promoting the industry, civilization, refinement
“and general well-being of mankind—it seems
-to me an inevitable deduection, that the insti-
tution of slavery is as surel ni
- established by the wise ¢

been, since the creation of man, that )

kind had been ‘sunk in that lowest depth of
barbarism, they would have so eontinued to
this day, if without the aid of the institution
of domestic slavery, for their improvement, or
otherwise, the still more direct exercise of the

| Almighty God.

miraculous, as well as benevolent power of

- : 3.; S %, :




	0148p001
	0148p003
	0148p004
	0148p005
	0148p006
	0148p007
	0148p008
	0148p009
	0148p010
	0148p011
	0148p012
	0148p013
	0148p014
	0148p015
	0148p016
	0148p017
	0148p018
	0148p019
	0148p020
	0148p021
	0148p022
	0148p023
	0148p025
	0148p026
	0148p027
	0148p028
	0148p029
	0148p030
	0148p031

