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CHECK SHEET

(Do not remove from attached sheets)

File No.: Subject: KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu), Internee in Sugamo Prison

Note | From: (.2 To: Legal Section Date: &£ ¢ MAY 1947
No. (Attn: Lt Col R. E. Rudisill GB/CIS/OD; TPD/FAF/mk
Investigation Division)
Info Copy To: IPS
(Attn: Mr. R. P. Monoghan
Investigation Division)

1. Curriculum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu) (TAB A) shows that he is
a career Army officer whose quarter-of-a-century experience in the Army lead
to hie command of the North and Central China Forces, The Manchurian Army,
the Burma Army, and the Central Japan Forces; culminating in his command of
the Army Air Forces at the close of hostilities., KAWABE served as Commander
of the lst Army Demobilization Area in the fall of 1945,

2. Evaluation of KAWABE at the time of his arrest in December 1945 reads
as per TAB B,

3. Direct and implied accusations against KAWABE in this document (TAB B)
are:

a. "KAWABE was detachment commander in North China at the outbreak
of the China Incident (Peking)."

b. "In 193° he became Assistant Inspector of Military Education,
after which he wae Chief of Genersl Staff of Japanese Army in China."

c. "He was Commender-in-Chief of the Burma Army in 1943-1944, in
which capacity be issued the declaration of Burmese independence."

d, "When relieved he became Commender-in-Chief of the Central Army
Command (Japan), attached to GHQ and eventually CG of the Firet Reserviste
Command, "

e. "KAWABE should be spprehended for his part in Jepanese aggression

in China and Burma as well as his activity in Japanese military training and
education."

4, The facts that KAWABE wes (1) Commander in North China at the out-
break of the China Incident, (2) Assiestant Inspector of Military Education
in 1939, (3) Chief of General Staff of the Japanese Task Force in China in
1942, (4) Commender-in-Chief of the Burma Theatre Army in 1943-44, and (5)
Commander-in-Chief of the Central Japan Army are confirmed by TAB A (Curri-
culum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo) but these facte do not ipso facto constitute

basis for war crimes charges. Ipso facto they are merely details in a long
series of appointments,

o It is the belief of G-2 that accusation of responsibility for war
crimee should arise from the crime rather than from arrest made on the premi se

SECRET-




iy o ! IBEAREEETRL

; . Ay 1I.H"l Lilbiind ! L "I_“,l:

Wi -"!..Il; i“T !‘ |1|1|‘I!'.1 .'..t.:.:'l':.‘: F'J\'1 II l:.‘.r‘.Ll-‘i
ot AU e B Tl

SEGRET

FAR EAST COMMAN
CHECK SHEET

(Do not remove from attached sheets)

Subject: KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu), Internee in Sugamo Prison
S R e e e R S SRS S SN

GO2 To: Legal Section Date: 97/ MAY 1947
No. Info Copy To: IPS GB/CIS/0D: TPD/ FAF/mk

1
that some guilt exists and can be established.

6. Unless the IMTFE prosecution has uncovered evidence sufficient for
charges of aggressive military action against KAWABE and/or unless there
exists evidence of KAWABE's gullt of war atrocities, G-2 recommends that
KAWABE be released from internment without preference of charges,

TAB A - Curriculum Vitae of EAWABE Shozo (Masakazu)
TAB B - Evaluation of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu)
Lt. Generzl at the time of arrest

AFPAC AGO Form No. 37
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KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu), Internee in Sugamo Prison

Legal Section %7 MAY 13947
(Attn; Lt Col R. E, Rudisill @/CISIOD:ED/TU/.k
Investigation Division)
Info Copy To: IPS
(Attn: Mr, R. P, Monoghan
Investigation Division)

1., Curriculum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu) (ZAB A) shows that he is
a career Army officer whose gquarter-of-a-century experience in the Army lead
to his commend of the North and Central China Forces, The Manchurian Army,
the Burma Army, and the Central Japan Forces; culminating in his command of
the Army Alr Forces at the close of hostilities. KAWABE served as Commander
of the lst Army Demobilization Area in the fall of 19405.

2. FEvaluation of KAWABE at the time of his arrest in December 1945 reads
as per TAB B.

3, Direet and implied accusations against KAWABE in thie document (TAB B)

are:

a., "KAVABE was detachment commander in North China at the outbreak
of the China Incident (Peking)."

b. "In 19392 he became Assistant Inspector of Military Education,
after which he waes Chief of General Staff of Japanese Army in China."

¢c. "He was Commander-in-Chief of the Burma Army in 1943-1944, in
which capacity be issued the declaration of Burmese independence."

d, "When relieved he bdecame Commander-in-Chief of the Central Army
Commend (Japan), attached to GHQ and eventually CG of the First Reservists
Command, "

e. "KAWABE should be apprehended for his part in Japanese aggression

in China and Burma as well as his activity in Jspanese military training and
education,”

4, The facte that EAWABE was (1) Commander in North China at the out-
break of the China Incident, (2) Assistant Inspector of Military Education
in 1939,(3) Chief of General Staff of the Japanese Task Force in China in
1942, (4) Commander-in-Chief of the Burma Theatre Army in 1943-44, and (5)
Commander-in-Chief of the Central Japan Army are confirmed by TAB A (Curri-
culum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo) but these facte do not ipso facto constitute

basis for war crimes charges. Ipso facto they are merely details in a long
seriee of appointments,

5. It ie the belief of G=2 that accusation of responsidility for war
crimes should arise from the crime rather than from arrest made on the premise
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KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu), Internee in Sugamo Prison

G02 Legal Section &7 MAY 1947
Info Copy To; IPS GB/CIS/0D; TPD/ FAF [mk

that some guilt exiets and can be established. ’}‘Q

L]
¢
¥

6. Unless the IMTFE prosecution has %Qo sufficient for
charges of aggressive military action against I WEBE and/or unless there
exists evidence of KAWABE's zuilt of war atroc
KAWABE be released from internment without prefer

TAB A -« Curriculum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo (Masakagu)
TAB B « Evaluation of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu)
Lt, General at the time of arrest
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Curriculum Vitae of KAWwAoe Shozo (Masakazu)

1886 Dec
1905

1905 July

1905 Dec
1907 May

- 1907 June
1907 Dec
1908 Mar
1910 Nov
1911 Feb
1912 Dec
1915

1916
1917 Aug

1917 Dec
1918 Apr

1919
1920 Nov

1921
1921 June
1921 July

1925 Aug.
1924 Feb

1925 June
1925 Aug

1920 Iar
1926 Aug
1927 July
1927 Nov

1927 Nov
1929 Aug
1929 Aug

1950 June

Born, Toyama {irefecture

Graduated from Prefectural Takaoka Middle School
Toyama Prefecture

Appointed Officer Candidate; attached to Supvlementary
Battalion of 35th Infantry Regiment

Entered Military Academy, Tokyo, 19th Class (Infantry)
Graduated from Military Academy; re joined 35th Infantry
Regiment -

Appointed probational officer

Commiscsioned Sub-Lieutenant

Raised to Senior 8th Court Rank

Promoted to Lieutenant

Raised to Junior 7th Court Rank

Entered Miliivary Staff College, Tokyo

Graduated from Milivary Staff College, Tokyo; reassigned
to 35th Infaniry Regiment

Raised to Senior 7th Court Rank

Assigned to Inspectorate General of Military Educationj
promoted to Captain (Infantry)

Company Commmnder of 35th Infani.ry Regiment

In Switzerland for military studies

In Germany for military studies

Deccorated, 5th Class Order of Sscred Treasure, and
granted monies in recognition of service in World War I
Returned to Japan

Raised to Junior 6th Court Rank

Assigned to staff of Inspectorate General of Military
Education

Promoted to Ma jor (Iniantry)

Sent to Burope and the United States for military studies.
Returned in September 1924 '
Assigned to General Staff

Concurrently Aide-de-Camp to Fielf Marshal, General
KAWALIURA Kegeaki '

Relieved from concurrent office

Raised to Senior bth Court Rank

Promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel (Infantry)

Concurrently appointed Instructor for Strategy;
Milivary Staif College

Decorated, 4 th Class Order of Sacred Treasure

Relieved from principal and concurrent office
Appointed Military Attache, Imp.rial Jupanese

Ambassy in Germany

Concurrently appointed lMilitary Officer, Technical
Headquarters of War Mianisiry and Air Force Headquarters,
in Germany

OF RET
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Curriculum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu) (cont'd)

- Promoted to Colonel (Infantry)
- Raised to Junior 5th Court Rank

1931 Aug
1931 Sept

1932 Feb - Relieved trom principal and concurrent oifices. Assigned

1932 Apr
1932 Apr
1933 Aug

1934 Miar

1934 Apr
1954 Apr

1935 Feb

1935 Mar
1936 lMar

1936 Apr

1936 May
1937 Aug

1938 Feb

1938 Sept
1939 Jan

1939 Feb
1939 Mar
1939 May
1939 Sept
1980 Apr

1940 Dec

1940 Dec
1941 Riar

1941 June
1942 Aug

1943 Mar

1944 July
1944 Aug

to General Starff

Returned to Japan

Commander, oth Infantry Regiment, llagoya

Commander, Infantry Corps attached to Infantry School
and concurrently appointed instructor; liember, Post
Graduate Course

Chief of lst Section, Inspectorate General of lilitary
Educatione Concurrently member, Post Graduate Course,
Military Communications School

Member, Deliberation Committee for War Supplies
Decorated, 3rd Class Order of Sacred Treasure in
recognition of Service in the Manchurian Incident.
Member, Post Graduate Course, lMilitary Motor-Car School
Member, Staff of First Special IMilitary Inspector
Promoted to liajor-General. Assigned to Inspectiorate
General of Military Education

Commander of North China Garrison Infantry Brigade,
Peking Headquarters

Raised to Senior 5th Court Rank

Vic e-Chief of Staff of North China Expeditionary Force,
Tientsin

Chief of General Stafi of Central China Task Force,
Shanghai

Decorated, 2nd Class Order of Sacred Treasure

Returned to Japane. Assistant Inspector General of
I[ilitary Education, Tokyo

llember, Textbook Investigation Committee

Promoted to Lieutenant-General

Raised to Junior 4th Court Rank

Acting Inspector-General of Military Education
Decorated, 2nd Class QOrder of Golden Kite and lst Class
Order of Rising Sun in recognition of service in Sino-
Japanese Incident

Relieved from principal and concurrent office and Textbook
Investigation Committee

Commander, lz2th Division of the Kwantung Army, Manchuria
Commander, 3rd Arny in Mancnuria; Headquarters at lutan-
kiang

Raised to Senior 4th Court Rank

Chief of General Staff of Japancse Task Force in @hina;
Headquarters at Nankinge ©Succeeded General USIHIR Jun
Commander=-in-Chief, Burma Theatre Army. Succeeded by
Lt. General KIIIURA Heitaro

Raised to Junior 9rd Court Rank

Returned to Japan

2
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1544 Dec
1945 Feb

1945 Mear
1945 Apr

1945 Oct

1945 Nov
1945 Dec 12
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Curriculum Vitae of KAWABE Shozo (Masekazu) (cont'd)

Commander-in-Chief, Central Army Area, Headquarters at
Osaka. Succeeded Lt., General IIDA
Commander-in-Chief, 15th Theatee Army and concurrently
Commender-in-~Chief, Central Army Area

Promoted to full General
Supreme Commander of the Army Air Forcee OServed in this

capacity until the surrender
Commander-in-Chief of lst Army Demobiliza.ion Area

Retired
Interned in Sugamo Prison as a war crimes suspect
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Tvaluation of KAWABE Shozo (Masakazu)
Lt. General at the time of Arrest




Evaluation of KAWABE, Shozo (Masakazu) at time of Internment - Dec 1945.

KAVABE Shozo (Masakazu), Lt. General

'Graduate of Military Academy and Staff College, was commander of
Non-Commissioned Officer's Corps at Infantry School, Chief of Section
I of Inspectorate General of Military Education, served as military
attache to Germanye KAWABE was detachment commander in North China
at the outoreak of the China Incident (Peking)e In 1939 he became
Assistant Inspector of Military Education, after which he was Chief
of General Staff of Japanese Army in China. He was Commander in Chief
of the Burma Army in 1943 - 1944, in which capacity he issued the
declaration of Burmese Independence. When relieved he became Commane
der in Chief of the Central Army Command (Japan), attached to GHQ and
eventually CG of the First Reservists Command.

"KAWABE should be apprehended for his part in Japanese aggression
in China and Burma as well as for his activity in Japanese military
training and educatione

"He qualifies under Paragraph 7-a. of Joint Staff Basic Directive
for Post Surrender lMilitary Government in Japan Proper of 3 Nove, 1945 "

Arrested 12 December 1945 - Sugamo Prison.
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HAME: KAWABE, Shose.

SASIRT SPATUS: Confined inm Sugan® Prisea.
SUMMARY CF I :

Commander of a detachment during the China Incident.
Assistant lusvector of Military Education im L8939, aiter which he becane
Chief of the General Staff of the Japanese Aruy in China: Commander-in-
Chief of the Burma Army im 1943 snd part of 1944, e later becane

Conngnder-in-Chief of the Central Army. At oue tiue he served as
“iiitary Attache to Germany,

RENGAK S

As Conuander of a detachument during the period
Surrounding the Chima Iacideat, SUBJLCT played a prominent part in
vapanese aggression, As Cownander-iu~Caief of the Burwe Arny in 1943
he issued a declaratioa of Burmese Iadependence. jost of the informa tion
avallable concerning 3UBJECT has %0 do with his military carecer rether

than political. No recommendations regardiug the final dlispositionof
SUBJECT have been received freom 015/6=-2, ¥iQ,

IV is recommended that SUBJECT be retained in custedy
&8 a Class B wvar criminal suspect saad tried as such.




Nowe

KAWABE , dKezo
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Def Doc HNo. 823

Translated by
Defense Languvage Branch

INTERVATIONAL WTLITiRY TRIBU
THE UNITED STATZS OF AMERICL, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

AFF IDAV IT{:if.-.cn-- s r”::« (¢ n\f

Being duly sworn on oath in accordance with the procedure
of my country, I, Masakazu Kawabp, hereby depose and say:
I was born on December 5 in the 19th Year of Meiji at Noka
- Higashi-Noziri-mura Higashinchhinami-gun Toyama prefecture,
‘which is my permanent address, and I live at 2874 Koganei
Kogsnei-machi Kitatama~-gun Tokyo.
My career runs as follows:
1 graduated from the Militery Academy
1.5 eradvated fror the Military Staff College
ma jor-genera.l
commander of tre Infantr; Lrigade stationed
in Nerth Chinea
September | vice~chicf of the staff of the North China
Area Army
.Fe%bary chief of the avafs of the Central - China
Exrveditionery i#crces
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January 1939 chief of the Department of the Inspector-
General of Military Education

March 5 commander of the 12th Division

March commander of the 3rd Army

August chief of the staff of Chiﬁa Expeditionary
Forces

March 1943 commander of the Burma Area Arny

December 1944 commander of the Central Army

March 1945 general

April 1945 commander of Whole Air Force

I. I served as chief of the staff uvnder General Shunroku
HATA, Commander of the Central China Expeditionary Forces,
from February to December, 1938, and later as general chief of
the staff vnder General Shunroku HATA, Commander-in-chief of

the China Expeditionary Forces, from August, 1942, to summer,

1943.

TI. General HATA was azppointed commander-in-chief of the
Central China Expedltionary Forces in stvccession to General
Iwane MATSUI, His duties, howvever, essentially differed from
that of his nredecessor, Commander-in~Chief MATSUI. His was
a2 very negatlive one, being restricied to the maintenance of peace
and order with the strength of about six divisions in the

triangular zone connecting Nanking. Hanegchow and Shanghal.

Therefore he did not take over the duties any repvort concerning

military operations from the ex-Commander-in-Chief MATSUI.
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Def Doc. No. 824

III. 1In spite’ of negative restrictiin of his duties to the
maintenance of peace and order, he carried out the Hauchow
campeaign for the following reason. About the beginning of
April, 1933, the North China Ixpeditionary Iorces recached
Tsinan while the Central China &xpeditionary Lorc: roached

the Ywal River. The 10th Division, however, suffered a consi-

derable loss at the battle of Yalerhchwang, east of Ysuchor,

and the 5th Dlvision also was unsuccesful in attaclzs, thus tre
North China Expeditionary Forces had difficulties for furtrer
advance. It was, therefores, found necessary for the two ex-
peditionary forces to expel to the west the enemvy foreces and
secure their contact. The Imperial ifiead.uarters issued an order
to carry out such overation. Under these circumstances the

Hata Yorces began movement on about lav 10 and onened an attack
against the enemy forces at Taierhchwang, east of Hsuchow, with
the strength of ahout three divisions, while the Worth thina
Exvedltionary Force attacked them with about four divisions,

with the result that the -enemy iorces were driven away on avout

May 20 and the battle at Hsuchow came to an end.

e
IV. At last stage of the bhattle at, lisuchow namely, about the

middle of May, the Imperial feadguarters issued an informal order

that we should carry out Hankow operations with the Central

China Expeditionary lorces as the main strength. Ve were then
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to continue Ubsuchow opnerations on the one hand and orenare our-
selves for Hankow onerations on the other. fThis compulasory
cperation orders threw us into no small panic. In the middle of

{eom

June, we receivedthe Imperial Headguarters a formal order to
effect Hankow ongrations.

At the beginning of July we had necessary reinforcements for
Henkow overations on orders from the Impewial Headquarters and
re-organizea tihe entire forces for the onerations. The trhops
reinforced to us the 2nd Army Under Prince Higashikuni and the
troops under Lieutenant-General O0XAiHURA. Wuchang and Hankow
comnaign was scheduled for earls autumn.

Hankow fell on October 26 and on November o Gommander-in-
Chief hata made formal entry into +the citv. At that time veople
ln Hankow remained very calm, order vas maintained, the buildingr
were 1n good order, and it was difficult to pelieve that battle
wag fought in.the city ‘recently.

When Wuchang and hankow fell, we met with resistance of the

! / -
enemles untll we reached a snot two or three ri outside the city,

but after that little resistance was made snd it was almosgt a

bloodless occupation;thercfore the soldiers remained comnosed and
showed no excitement.

Commander-in-Chief HATA not only issued strict orders to
:ach unit under his command to taks the utmost care to meintsin

military discipline, but to nrevent disorder in the citv after
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the occupation, he gave each unit as instructions of the chief
of the 'staff, detailed regulations accompanrTing the orders.
Those instructions indicated the directions the Army and YNavy
or individual unit cf the Army should take, and fixed the areas

of occupation by the Army and Yavy. We also made a definite

agreement with the Yavy regarding the use of the buildings in the
clty, and selected the best soldiers out of each unit to enter
the city; that is, we transferred the Units engaged 1in the battle

to the rear and sent into the city the very best portion of the

13th Division which was not onl-r full trained and educated but
was mild and obedient. As we gave such strict orders and in-
structions and took every nrecaution with minute care, we belleve

there was not a single cace of violation of military discipline

in Hankow, such as nasgacre, viclence, plunder and etc. Nor did

i—

we receive any report or even hear of them. 1 read 1n the naners

that someons hLestified to the masascre in Haniow, and 1 am as-
o
tounded 4t suchpinconcelvabletost Lo

The Army and Navy air ferces engagsc i Hankow camiaign

-

had their bases in Nanking anl Kialziengy resosctively and were
under entirely diiferent commara However, dairt of the alr forces

had been transferred to the atcaca of Canton, and the strength

Y ,
was considerabl decreasec 4o thav long-distance bombing was

not carried out.

V. The Ceniral China Expose.iionary Forces had nothing to do

" ‘:?»-i#;:r \ e
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Def Doc No. 823

with the Canton o)jeraticns, and we resented at the transfer of

part of the air forces.

VI. The Central (hina Expeditionary Forces had nothing to
do with the Ciangkuieng Incident e¢ither. The oczurrence of the
Changkufeng Incident made it 1mpossitle for us to get the air
forc:s which the Japanese Army in danchuria had promised to give
us. As the Central China Expeditionary forces were in the midst
of the Hankow operations at that time, we felt bitter about it.

Vif. The authority of General HATA as Commander-in-Chief of
the Central China Expeditionary Forces was restricted to negative
dutics relating to the maintenance of peace and order. He had
not sufficient strength under him and he had to rcecceive orders
from the Impurial iteadquarters and get “reinfercements uoon their
instruction in order to meke any military movements. e had no

authority to act independentiy.

Commandcer-in-Chief of the (Chinn  dxeediitionary Forces were

restricted to the duties of the 3irategic opsrations and military

administration, and offensive cierabticns Wer2 oeyont his authority
His was the authority over tne defencse of the occunied territories
. A

and administration wecsg in Y2 e ~3 of the ambhassador after his

aprointment.

VIII, wince the Chigg hildawrs Louped was founded, ‘political

and economic afrairs 'to ardlzd by the Commander-in-Chief
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were transfcrred to it, but till the sct-up of the Board was

comnleted, special service organizations handled them in roality

A

f
in every place upon request of the Chinese authorit-es.

IX. As regards to the Chlnese prisoners of war, we made 1€
a rule to deliver them to the Central Government of China as
there existed no treaty concerning them. Persons r-sponsibic ior
them were the Commanders-in-Chicf (i.e. the Comdnders-in-Chief
of each army uhder General (HATA), nd they wcted upon nermission

of the War Ministry.

X« The VYommunist Army in China endeavoured to win thie pecoole,
In the villages under its control all the peovple offered rc-
sistance to the Jananese Army. No sooner had the Yapanese Army
entered the villages than the communist went underground and
they doubled our trouble, because we¢ could not distinguish under-
gound soldiers from the villagors. In those arcas we could not

but fight the peodle in general.

XI. The China Expeditionary Forces had nothing to do with
r | o ;
the onium »-oblem in China. Wé¢ had no knowledge of it and we
nevar used the money obtained by traffic in opium. Secret funds

the China Expeditionary Yorces was supplied by the War Hinistry

11
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and we had no othcr fund. Therefore, it is clear that the Yommande

in-Chief had nothing to do with the onium guestion, but 1 um not
quite certain how far the speclal service burcau or the snecial

scrvice organizations know about 1it.
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XI11e The court-niartic! of the air force offleci:rs vho attacked
Tokyo in aApril 1942 wvas held upon ordeors of the War Ministry

and evorything was carricd out strictly in accordance with ‘order:

XIII. The headquartars of the Contral Ching Exveditionary

v

Forces was in *hanghal at first sinc: Gencral HATA was anvointed
Commander=-in-Chicf but later it moved to Hanking. Then in.Mapdj
1941 he was anpointed Commander-in-Chicef of tre China Exveditior
Forczs in succcssion to Genwcral NISF IO, and the headqarters

was 1in ﬁunking at that time. <Y‘hereforec , General FATA stayed

at first in Shanghai while he was the VYomuunder-in-Chisf of the
Centrel China Expeditionary Forces (1933) and ot the time of
Wuchnng-Hmnk&w cempaign he lssued ordcr~s of dcapatch of troops
2t the hoeoadquarters in ﬁunking. g left there on August 25 ond

moved the headdquarters to Kiuizing where he stayed until detoHber

30. On Hovembar 3 he entoered Fankov and staved there until the

middle of  -the same month. After holding ¢ requiem service for th

—

war-dead, he returaed dirocetly to Jdanking.

XIV,» Thn dutw of Genvpral HATA as vormmandar-in-Chicl of the
Centrnl “hina Expeditionary rorccs wis not a nositive one. His

vas: the negntive duty of mointaining poaace and order in the

]

occupied areas, therefore he laid spcclal stri:ss on the mainte-
nance of military discioline. Soon after his arrival in Phanghol
he held the conference of Division Cormanders;when I romembor

vividly that hc gave vhole-hearted instructions concérning th
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maintenance of military discinlin€é. Genceral HATA was not in-

volved 1n any irksome ‘us he was not engaged in Aany outstaunding

opecrattions.,

/S/ lMasakazu Kawshe

At Sugumo Prison

6 Ducﬁmber, 1946,

L, Tomonuru Kokuou. hereby certify that the affiznt was
sworn to and afflixed i1this signeturs to the above statement in
my orecsence. (He did not, howvever, affix his seal 2s he was

not in nossession of it)

/S/ To oharu Kokuhu (s:

At Sugaimo Prison

6 Decembur, 1946

O i ':.1:1 I
In 2ccordance with my conscicnee I swear to state

whole truth withholding nothing and a2dding nothing.

.

/S/ llasakezu kowabe




*l
oot S g R e e

R 11T S S s

™SIAYTTINM Tl s e R
L. EI‘OL%;._:I.:.L > LTl i3]

-

I, KAJIAEE, Su0zo,; hereby
statement wes sworn oy the

seal therevo

c=me gdate
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10 the questions asked Ly liecssrs. MIYATA and Blakensy,

~el'ense Counsel, at Toiyo, on Novewmber 2 in the <lst year of

mowa (1946), I, LAWABE, Shoto, replied ss I'ollows:

’ell us about the terp O Your sery
of the Inrantry Brigade svalionsd in

[ ]
108
"F

Cl
From Agril, 1936 (Showe 0 0 R e ausust,

Tell us about tine strength of the army whizh you, asg brizade
Comuiander, zommended at the tiﬂe,Eﬂhilﬂ%u}CWLSﬁﬁtiOhF:'ULS
troonsg,

I had two iufe ntry regiments
The heusdyuarters of the lot farn |
Pekihg, One battalion eszh was 1osted at ] -'1&, Fergtal ar.
Tlenchin, and one cohurany wes sent to Tunech The head-
quarters of the 2nd »: Ll;rlt 0f lrfdntrv was posted at
J,lﬂa;.;f:lqlr,., wiere two battalions were "Jluo stationed. Cne
battalion was posted at shanliaikwan und along tlhe railiway

€25t of Tienchin. The Lisudgquarters of the Brigaede wos st
™ Y o
i elhl.l. L5 8

nere was thre l...e"f.lrl..l&:'“'te:;_'tﬁ Of the Arny? And in vhat narner
were the techniecal 20rps vosted?

The headguarters nf the allly wag at Tienchin, and cavalry,

rtllle;y, engineer and tu.k COr'L8 w.are aluo posted uthw,
Wwere the

A Speclial Service
Cﬂnd a I*., -t L #-PT-' ) ey ilI Ll 1. -‘J Ve
&ll judeF"I U....vl -r ﬁ

." 11..&..)#

Give an outline of the disprosition of tue
the time of the Iu‘u0ﬂh1un Incident.

In ...JOJ.'U“ Cl
Wwa stati ‘N'IL
Paotlng
Peklug,

nsnin.

o
>

nelghborhood of Lukuoo lhleo,
sb:tionad at Neg IULLH;,.P”:”UQL. ”“lqop

han
-P'f" e 3l

-t U ‘ Nt \_J l.‘_x.ld tllult- c-it Lul L& vﬁj\.ll.ll l-:lo yuu..) .- L_'Jt t.a{l
pattalion.

Were the Japranese uL Ciiinsse armies on good terms tefore th.
outbreak of the In- idente

The relations between tiie both armiecs were very rrisndly unti.

ne rfall of 1935 (ohows Tedadls LOLL armias often lnspectad
each other's maneuver s Mf*

4 10ULs of arils so the friendly
elations between Loth 3 Were rromoted remurkably. But

3
on sept. 18, 1935 (Sinm ll) 8 Sgirnisi was begun between
Japanese and Chinese unit s when Ciley ware '-‘--L""l*ling_; Lear
I"ehgtal alld passed e&ten other It veg

. 3 A
Crd o 1 1GEaYy U.J_T :.'.;JL L;.-I...eU. U;y

tiie ¢fforts or tne staff nember S o1 Lct“ Grules. 48 the resuy




1 *u i ] -|'.|l- .4|i
[ TIL i .”‘ ] I|!‘..'1 # II.:I il
SIRTITCLTYAR L b CRRTTTTTRY WALt it
LA RN ety Hh oy

Def. Doec. 970

Part of the Chinese troops stationed at Sengtai were moved
elsewhere. This seemed to Lave left an unpleasant impression
on the part of the Chiinese army. And after the Hsian
Incident, which took place in December in the se e year, the
sentiment of the Chinese in the vicinity of Pekiig generally
became unfavorsble toward Japan, and the corLivrnlists! secret
lilagnnieuvers became nore active. accordingly, it caniot be
denied that the Chirese troops were affected by the communist
movement. Although in the Chinese higher circles there was
still seen a strong trend tover3d the darmonious zollaboration
of Japan sand Chinay among th: ower sircles of the army it was

observed there was &an anti-r. ;«nese sentiment which was very
keen. |

UL Qhuh—yuang
How were the relations batweor you a&nd Mr. : : AR End
other Chinese staff nembers?

owls Ulieh=-yuenr
I was not especially intimste with Lir, PP ..y ©Xcept
on the oc2zasions of formal 2Xchaénge of courtesies. But T
wds very intimate with Chang Tsu-chun, the Division
Commander. 'le often €xchenged frank opinions about the

riendly relations of the two nations. Our opinions were
similar on some points.

what sort of instructions were given to you by the authorities
&8s to the attitude of the Japanese garrison forces toward
China? ind tell us how you lngtructed your men in line with
tne instructions from the authorities,

It was the fundementsal policy of the LTily to keep contact
with the Chinese sy like & i'riendly army &and bring &bout
better relations between both driles. 4s u brigade comumander,
I alweys kept this in nind &nd led my men to be on good torms
with the Chinese s£ray s  Yhen I went to the Ceneral Steff to
Day & visit of 2ourtesy after I wag adppointed Brigade
Commander, Major Goneral ISEIHAR.., fenji, who was then Chief
of Military Cperstions, told e privaetely, clsarly showing
the intention of tie Central hLuthorities, "The Central
Authorities have no intention or fighting a war with China.
You will please £68p this in mind in line of duty."

What were the duties of the Stationary Forsze in China®

The protection of the official institutions ang tlie Japanese
netionals in Narth China as well a5 the defense of railway,
traffic and comnunizations.

Tell us about the plans for military operations of the
Japane se garrison forces against Chine,

I never received any lnstructions for military opersations
against China,

Please explain about the program of the garrisoning,

In accordance with the duty, thét is, the order to defend
railway, traffic, communization ard to protcet Jespanese
diplomatic establishmerts and Japane se residents, the Brigsde,
in peace time, scattered its forces along the railuay, Peking
and Tientsin and the thus statloned forces took charge of

the garrisoning of their raspective stetions,

2lease explain about the garrison near Peking.
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" s a ni.ht meneuver is apt to excite the publiz, you will
kindly inforrn us of it in aavance, by whish, we would like
to announce it to the public nreviously sc as io ~revant any
excitement™. TUnderstending this, the .riay Love .59 & rule to
make an announcement in eacii c&8¢ throteh a nilitary
intelligence bureau.

ﬂ

.bout the time wien the inc <ot VIrose out, did they carry out
axercises every night?

Ves., JLlmost every night ato.. 5= end of June they prectised
exeraises. The units practiascc Jarious exercises as it was
just before the insyestion ol 1.2 second Ueril.

l;ere you in Peking on 7 July, the very day of the incident?

T wes not there. In order to attend to the inspection of the
genond Infantry Regiment which ToOK place, at that time, at

L

the maneuvering area at Nantassu, south of Shanhaikwen, 1
left Pekinz on 6 June.

ilho was the garrison coruender while you were absent?

The commander of the 1lst Infantry Regiment, Colonel MUD«nGUCHI,
actzd for ine.

Jere @ll the units in Peking at their peruanent statlions?

Leaving one company 1in the city, all the Peking infantry
regimerts were 1n Tungchow for the purjose of maneuvering.
mherefore, only with one cZolpany within the walls of Peiping
srd & battalion at Fsugtai, we had had little strength.

Low were you informed of the situatiorn about the outbreek of
the incident when you wers travellng?

Throuchout the night or 7 July, there was the inspection of
exernsises. .bout 3:00 ..M., on 8 July, on the scene of the
maneuvers, & slip of paper vwith something written aown &8 a
telephonic report to [ from the commander of the Pekilg
Regiment was brousht To Le from the siecnal corps. Tae

paper read, "'hile & company was sractising exercises &t the
maneuvering erea of Lukouchlao, we Wwere fired upon by &
Chinese unit and cne of our soldlers is missing. The Ichiki
vattslion hes been shifted to the cuarding foriation and 1.8
now searching for the missing soldier." I did not reply to
it. ‘When morning came, 1 made sontact with the ~rmy Head-
quaerters at Tientsin and determined to return tc leking.

.s an airplane was forturately rrovided by the srmy, 1 left
chanhaikwen at about nnon, and after snaneing to a train at
Tientsin and arriving at Fengtai, at about 3:00 2.k., 1§
immedistely hurried tO Lukouzhiao,

Did you visit the urmy Headyuarters when you passed Tientsin?

The train schedule did not permit me to go, but I establishec-
sontact by telephone at the station to the Chief of Statt,
mashimoto. The Chief of Stall said, "The peclisy of the .Lrmy
:s to achieve a solution on the spot. vou wi1ll watch 'the
situation as it is at present." DYy thiis I was informed of th
Lrmy's policy of losalizing the effalr.

- L -
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time, I ordered that the caesualties bs taken care of.

There is talk that the ensounter bétween the Japenese and the
Chinese units at Lukouchiao starteg from an intrigue by a
third party. What do you think about this?

I cannot say distincstly about that, but after tlie outbreak

of the incsident on.7 July, while the Japanese and the Chinese
were facing each otiher, there frequently was unlawful firing
every night. Every tims sueh unlawful filring took place, we
investigated the situetion, but there wes no sign that either
the Japanese or the Chinese unit had orenad fire. It almost
seemed that & third party whizh did not belong to the
Japanese unit nor to the Chinese were firing from the inter-
medlats area betwesn the Jupanese and the Chinese which were
facing each other. .nd we could assume tnet it wes an
intrigue by someone,

~I'ter 7 July, both units were facing each other, while

negotiations were in progress bstween the Japanase and

Chinese. Did any untoward incident breek out during that
time?

There were successive outbreaks of untoward incidents, such
as the unlawful firing at It. chimoj}i on 21 July (company
comiandsr wounded), the Langfang incident on 25 July, the
Fennanmen incident on 26 July, etc. The anti-Japeanese

sentiment of the lower class Chinese of ficers and other ranks
weés most intense.,
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIDUINAL FCR THE FAR EAGST

The United States of Aumericza, et al
s oV

ARAKI, Sadao, et el

SV/CRN DEPCSITICIH (Translation)

KATJABZ, Shozo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on

attached sheet @and in accordarnce vwith the procedure

followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.
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