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Tovsormicl interrogated and bicaground of zachs
CAFTAIT KYUZO Talllia, IJw, Captailn on active duty, who at the beginning
of the wer vas in the Tokyo Crdarance Departient specializing in mine
consbruction. fHe vas head of the idne Steeping Section until last month.,
o has been stationed in Tolkyo in above auty froa the begiining of the
2 until last month when he became head of the minesweeping section of
the Tokyo Arsenal.
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“Tare interviewed:s 3ZIJL Building,

Interrogstors Corr~ndor T. H. lloorer, USN,. N
Inteopreters Sevmour illstein, lLiecut. Comdr., USNR.

ilied Officers Prosent: Comcre J. He Hayward, USk, Lieut. Comdr. J. As Fleld,
ir«s Voliite

SUMMAIY

The Janancse firsty discovercd mines in home waters 1in 19L2, These
wore preswicbly laid by submaringe, A few ships were sunk anc normal sweeplng
o-orctions werc conducied,

sdditional mines were discovered in the.South Pecific but losses sus-

tained throush substential did not seriously effect the line of supply. &
coroletc record of suci losses is not available at this tine,

;s the BE=29 Lining Ceapaign progressed the mines changed from & nuisance
to o major problem. Subsecuent to 1 april 1945, the lergest shipping losses
ere causced by .adnes laid in Japonese vatoers. The Jaoseniese were not orepared
2op such air attocks, and albiough the defense against mining was Jiven top
sriority over all otier deicnse wabters, couteriieaSures, sartienlarly azainst
tue pressure type mine, were neioher offeetive nor available in sufficient quantity.
Mnally the mines were proeceat 1n such quantity and supplics werc SO urgently
recvired that the Japancsce werc forced to sail their vesscls through dangorous
vebors, regardless of loss.

Shipping control, defcnsc measurcs, and sweeping technigucs arc also dis-
cusced in this intcerrogation. Certain techinical informatlon was furnished under
SCPCTELC COVETr,

TRM‘ESC.RIPT

‘e

. lhien did the Japancsc actually suspect mine laying from submarines?

L. The first ones were discaverced at CEOSHI znd shortly after that at the
antronce of 0S:ha Bal.

-+ dstoet mines in THAILGED or INDO-CEILA in October snd November 19427

o/

Q. Dicd tue

A. Iiincs were discovercd off tac coast of JAPAN in January of 19L3. At end of
February or the begimning of ..arch 19,3, I am surc it was the winter time.
From the beginming to tiie end of the war the only Submarinc mines We kinew
~bout were the ones at CLOSHI and OSaka.,
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Captain nvuao T"URA,'IJN).
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shet-countermeasure did'you takc agalnst theSu-mines?

ot OS.KkA one of the mines rose to tno uarfacb, of coursc we 81mﬁly runoved it,
Ciie countor LCASUIG in ‘any cvent was ord1n3r3 mincsweening. O?OPlthnS. The
mines recovered in CHOSHIL hxd OS&LA were in quantity of 10 er 15: don't

releabor very well, *
Jere any ships sunk or damaged by thesc mines? & B ,

.t CHOSHI, onc, two or 3,000 ton cargo ship; at OSalA zbout wwo 1,000 ton
cergo ships were sunk as well as one 3,000 ton CLrgo Ship.

a8 merchant ship’ routing uhm¢ zed as a result of tids mine laying?

sinply chenged the route, by changing the channel; also went further

Yes, we
off=shorc and avoidcd points closc to land,

Did the Japanese cncounter any mines in the SOLQLOK!'s Campaign?

is far as we werc concerncd the definite information about moorcd mincs was only
in these two areas menbtionced, ‘¢ arrced thot submerines verc laying float-

ing wines, but definitc place of moored mines laid by submerines was Wknown

to us, .

were any provisions made for mincsweeping gear for the SOLOUCH'S Campzign?
There were no mincswecping opcrations in the SCLOLOLS arcae " :

Is there a list of the losses which you incurred from mincs slone, (mcrchant
ships and naval vessels)? -

I ¢an got the J¢on“ctlon, our statistics are not very good becpuse we were
not positively informed as to whother or not the siips were sunk by mincs,
torpedous, storis or other reosons. L

A

Ccn you get tie informction for me? Divide the information by areas and years.
Tonorrow?

AS soon as

I havc the list for scos around JAPAN and I have tinc total figurcs,

Do vou have the figurces for the cntirce Japanesc arca?

i job is realiy resc.oreh, menufeacturing, ctc., so I huve to get that in-
forination from Naval tleadguaertcrs. -

But you will gof it?

Yes, but the big problew is thst all the records were burncd and I must
~o rround asking for informetion, the figurcs will not-be cauplete,

P -

Ab what time in the war did the mines c@;ngulfrom a-nuisance’tola problem?

About 1 april ‘9A5. The re: ason tn*s ck“rt'W“s.m“de wos that at tiic point
taz chart starts losscs from mincs startcd. to inercass, (uurflflCtll}
the losscs from submarincs cucrutsud.




THANSCRIPT of Interrogat

. (Captain Kyuzo TaMURA, IJi).
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Qe Before April 1945 did you anticipate this problem and makec any preparations

Qs

<L

Qe
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Qs
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in the way of counter mcasurcs?

Ycs, but on a small scales. (Refor papers given to Comdr. Moorer)., We
found a kot of magnctic bars at Siigapore, we brought them back and man—
ufacturcd ‘sweeping goar copied from the English type (Here the talk ovor
bluc, rints took placc)s.

Did the usc of these various ships, (the disposing ship) the vesscls to
tow the sweeps, and the men to man them scriously intcerfere with merchant
shiprping?

Thc wholc program was not conducted as cfficicntly as we would have liked,
First of 211 we¢ uscd as disposing vessels thosc in & poor state of repair;
we realized we would have to have a eertain program with a ccrtain nuaber
or vesscls and personnel for sccurity of safcty for other shipping so we
did the best we could and used as manr vesscls os possible, but it wasn't
ncarly as successful as we hoped,

uere you preprred in any way for our snceded up B~29 offensive mining
opcrations in April?

«¢ were not prepared, the only way we rcalizced B-29s were drorning mines
by parachute (they had no advonce notice) was by visual detcetion, e
knew you would probabl: do 10, cxpected to make some preparation, but we
were not satisficd,

I would like to kinow if this intensive mine prograii afrected the morale
of the crews of the userchant ships?

The crews of the Japanese merchant siips and naval vessels were very worried
and frightcened by tils mduing, out they were all wnder orders and had to
vork through it,

vihat effcet did this have on the routing of ships, particularly after
Si TOLOSZKI STRAIT wias mined so heavilyz (Over tokOz@i) (Referred to on Chart ),

The materials were brought by railrozd to points in MANCHURIA and then
shiprped to inland sca worts, (Sce chart ).

Jhen did you actually clesc the SHILCNOSEKI STRAITS?
I adnit that it was closed,

a8 the shipring situation so critical that it was nceessary to send ships
tirough the mincfields recgardless of the faet that the minefields were not
properly swept?

¢ forced shipping through regardless of the knowledge that it was dangcrous,
1f we suspeeted mines were in certain aress we storped shipnming for one

day, pending sweeping opcrations, but then started in again, realizing

full well that ships would be lost,

411l you make an estimate as to what loss the Japancse werc willing to
~ecept, For instance, if ten ships passcd through the mineficld, were you
wllling to acccept the loss of one to g-t nine through?

around June and July this jear conditions were so bad, thaot regerdless of
the losses we pushed the ships Uhrough, ‘e nover workcd out a plan of
percentagey, I thnink a cortein percentage of losses are expaeclted; we place

o certain erea under a Comwending Officer with the responsibility of seeing

chaal the area 1s clear, then if he says it is clear we scnd the ships through,
1{ he says not we send thon sanewhere clsey We lecve it up to the Area
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Captein Kyuzo TailURa, IJi).

Connandcr or Port Dircctor to route the ships. The Carienders weren't
rclicved of their commands if too many ships werc lost in their action.

o reclized big losscs would result and wc blamed no Oncs In the beginning
wo had holf resular Nevy and half rescrves, the losses were terrific so

we replacced them (the resorves ) with regularse But cven the regulars had
dirficulty aud tacrce were mally changes in Commanding Officers, the situation
vns very bad and we uscd the most compctent pcrsonncl availlablce

Qe after you swept and morked the channel did you have any difficulty

keoping siips in the channcls? VWere there many ships lost who attempted
to toke short cuts and who didn't follow the channcl?

L. The obcdicnee to orders in rcgerd to channcls was very good, but even so,
iines cropred up in supposcdly swept chonncls and therc were losses.

N, ‘hat was the width of the swept channel?

4. The widest channel was 500 neters, our plans were to swecp channels fram
6500-800 mcters, but duc to shortoge of sweeps the best average width of
~ channel we were able to produce WoS 200 metcrs.

Q, “hat was the precodure uscd in the passage Of & CONVOY tarough 2 channel?
A. 7e used a lead ship and followed in column.

Q, How was the routing of shilpplng controlled, in other words how was the
srescnce of tiaesc voprious mincficlds made «NoWN to the ships and on whose
~uthority were tiaey routed to the differcnt ports?

4e Doch Naoveldl District or arcd Copmander was in coaplete charge of convoy
-nc routing, and had coutrol of 21l shirping.

Q, Do you have & puhlication similar to this (refer papers) which traces de-
velopment ¢t your vrpious swecps and which shows how you iade jmprovenents
ss thc topes of mincs wore cnanged?

Ae {(Referred to booklcts) e
The nagnetlic Pressure Sa1ne Was the most difficult to sweep, this list 18
=it out by the Novy Mindistry end 1s @ ccapilation of the scicntists all
over Japen vho Were DUl to work on devcloping counter mCasurces agoinst
rines, parviculariy Lhc aarncbic pressure minc.

Q. wnnb system did you usc in plotting nincs dropped by B-2%a and now succcess-—
ful were you in actually detormining where thoesc mincs WCIC in order toO
Itnow where to swecp?

de In the KYUSHU arca wWC hed 2 lot of radar as wcll as SWCCDPS ond survey
erows, in oinc laland Sca Coast wc had soiic pecople watehlng put thesc were
1ot vory effuctive acthods of plotting.

Q, Vas it very oflven tnod incs fell on the beach and 1L SO do you have a
1ist of the mirces whicn were recovered from the ground?

Lo This is the list oL those found (Referred to list ), This 28 o chart for

erch, aprii; Moy and June showing the diffcrent types of mincs which were
reCcovered, SWept D, cte. If we didnit get the minces by the third tine

e quit sweceping, only threc trics to sweepe Durlig the liny, Junc and July
seriod tile foLe Ll AUnbesr WS 656 mines (328-209-97 added), tihls 1s the total
rumbor of all mdnes rocovered on 1-nd in cach acntiie all LYDPES waro‘recovured

Qi lC .lld. @

Q. “het arc these figurcs up here (Comdr. tioorer)

ie I wouldn't knew whcre Lhgy CILc froi but they are total milics swept e
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Hor mony mines do you estimate were laid by B=29's in Japanese Taters?

March 450: April 117; Moy 4143 June 1509; July 1200, Total mines estie=

mated by Jopanese to hove been dropped in Japan hcme waters = 3690.
That information if any ¢id you obtain from the Germans?

This tyoe mine (Refer charts) was brought by Submarine from Germany in
surrer of 1942, 'e thought it was very funry because it was the same
t7ae 18 o captured dmerican mine, (Shortland Area) The Navy has no De-
partient of Rescarch on countermensures against mines at Tokyo Imperinl
University. In my opinion the main reason for the war's ending unsuccess=
fully for Japan was the lack of cooperation between the scientists and
the milito~r, They (©he scientiests) got no cooperaticn, I feel that if
they had been piaced in the same level as a soldier in o civilian uniform
thay would 1ows heen fome much betiter; I think they didn't core or Adidntt
tomr, The doiv usde no attemt to put prassvre on them. The follovring
Professe = oo sugased in nine countermsasure work:

Y - ~ 5 - : i f -‘ .
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e St Ll P A1l at Tokyo Imperinl University.
et e W g W
' -‘?-‘ 5 o I‘_.l.f_l.'.

Thees men soondroted, o o limited extent, but no recl effort was mode

Did 7o ever oilzapt any minesweeping with ariplanes?

Yo toped oo oon ansuaseantul and stoppede Ltiempted to sweep the
mamatia poce vl  sMaoeet Mines) The otner minez were teo smnll

']

. ! I T o : 2
5 BT ol DA AL TR P T .r*‘..f't?:ls. L‘..LSC ks

] |-r-‘

Gy o, s o e 2 e vlne £2elds 1add 4w the SGlLoullhs,
i e ’ ist of Jamnge - 1F 0ty GO yOU

rf ? Cl‘"

Ih ! vady o nsde such an estimate or chast.
R " X -1 o~ < 5 ; -~ ~ - y A ' =
A Lo oo S ll s anet ships were lost as & reauii of mines in that

y ' b =i P - ' - . . -:- - E 1-. - - = . == N oo fir"? T s T - "I'! -
1043 » 9omn T Py lessadyor. T edn 8ire you sout 4prrusingue fipures
1 [ ¥ - - . -~ .ﬂ -" . - " - 3 :.n-l a3 L] -, "4 ot P '-:- 1
-tL J . AL 50 & f:.. Y -l\?‘.b gi... II L.}j, E:‘e 5'!._]_;‘);3 9 C:l,l ¥ R (gt el s A J.L..i.r.t -'.r.'. flk"}f" g UOI‘:{‘}GGO,
..-. ! £~ 4 I . . . » = s J - 1 ... ) " - - ot 3
or wha:, ool Gnot evoreiimats figures, the wewn vhe would kunow 1s dead,

chlec vt | Salicet GRL P o T L T 1 N . BN S v e ;. o Y, SR VR e cilhe na
In vour cplaiza af 3 the miniag affest the Naval stravuzzy i any way?

T-h- - e ‘-l‘-rh-:' - '!‘l- .1 - T : [ _f‘t e " e I'-: -‘_.i r n-;- - T l.r- : -{ T .ql 1r' "“ }\ﬂl,] 1‘ -.l L !-1'—‘. - & - o »1 r., "‘.'1F‘w’l‘ ‘.'i_. T' \L_‘ - _
o d & m' TR R T (LI s =1 I(. L. ERRL - ',"._| S el T % -Jl. e ! L. l..],. 4 Vo AL 97 B I . I L L,." ; f o i PR i N A J(' »..,-..t‘ mln

2 - - . - ¥ - i _..: rF . A - v 3 "_ . .FF* 3 a ' - -‘- : e .‘ SR -y ey @ .‘- g .y - --'l -

Fr wagrety ek bagn N Twe SRl RS LEPER sid3 L LOney o dl Bhaaphelay +.0

a s b o e

- - - -. - N 4 -- T e v k. - - - » - —=. -, o, P . - - - L L = s - i - - -- ﬂ -
ERLIUSLE T BeLaedl GesN0e O, CEULICAy Qadl nOL Tiade . inut Bl overall Cllaﬂge

Doss this a™wly to the BALIKPAPAY, DUTCH EAST IKDTEIS, and SINGAPORL area?

/

Plans were no% chengsd 10 *he CELERES, DUTCE EAST IpdIu2, SURIBAYI areas,
v 1y ; .

ailhough losses were figh, ‘highest in April 1u47).

Were all thissa wrcas faratsh2d with very latast nincsvearing equipment
(Capoain chswe sceteh of sw-eping operations), Do youa kaov what ships
if any wers suck at P2TAT Lo mines laid by alrcralt?

2 or 3 norchant ships ware sunk there by mines.

Do you kwow how menuy mines were recovered or swept at PATAUY

I think apout 15 or 15 wrere swept, the mooring type were at PALAU (the
Mark 10).,
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IRANSCRIPT_ of Interroeation (Captain Kyuzo_TANURA _I.J.N,_ o 0
Q. How long was the anchorage actually closed as a result of mining,

A. For four or five dayse

Qe Did you continue to use PALAU as a Fleet anchorage after it was mined?

he Steeping was very effective at PALAU against the moored type. We weren't
ahie to enter the anchorage but used the narrow channel as an anchorage,
but were unesble to get into the regular anchorage after the mining oper=

ation,

(Ceptain Hedding then drew plan of PALAU Harbor and TAMURA indicated
the channel which wos closed = North Channel).

(St:tement in regord to list of sinkings): All vessels th:t were sunk
; are on this list, (eiven to Comdr. Moorer). Coptain TAMURA tried to de-
termine what ships were sunk by mines, alone, but information at the Novy
Iinistry 1s not comnlete enough to clearly determine the exact cause of the
sinking of a riven vessel, (Refer to list turned over to Comdr. lMoorer).
11 sinkings are listed by oreas, hut it is impossible to Adetermine exactly
hether vessel sunk by mines or submarines,

Q. Lire the merchant vessels on this list, 500 tons and larger?

L. All are over 500 tons, nothing smaller than 500 tons was navigable over

such large areas. (Refer to chart which was blue printed by Captain

Q. Were the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS actvally closed for any neriod of time, if
so for how long?

A. They were closed from March of 1945 up to the end of the war, during each
month approximately 1F days represented complete closure due to the necess-
: 1ty for sweening operations., In spite of supposedly safe neriods, the
cancer of navigation was still existent which exnlains the high loss as
ner senarate chart,

Qe Ixplain apain the exact manner in which the shivpping wes controlled?

A. The ofTicavs o the MAIZURU Naval Base controlled shipning in the area
frowm XILIGAT: 1o 1TuGI, In the Teginning of the war the Commander of KURE
Maval Base ccav olled all shippine in the INLAND SEA, but due to severe
losses in the SHINFONOSEXI STRAITS area a separate command was set up
calied the 7ta Fleet to oversee routing in this specific area., O0SLKA Nave
al Tose Cnief controlled OSAKA and KORE area, The SASEBO Naval Rase con-
trelled toe KIUSHU area and the CHIWAKAI Naval EBase cortrolled the KOREAN
AREA, Ths YORKOSUKA Naval Base controlled the entire TOKYO area. The
OIIVATO Naval Base controlled the HOKKAIDO area hut the mine problem weas
never important in this narticular area, A special command was set up

‘ uncer a t'a.l Adniral to oversee routing over the whole EMPIRE wit! head=
quarters =.¢ TJXY0 callecd the "General Feadgquarters Surface Escort Unitsh,

' Qe “hat is the rune of the Admiral and ~hen as this Command set un?
Ae This camiar iz 28t up in Nov, 1943, the first Admiral in charge of that
was MW O3 Y ey i'rfj__‘vy Tinister, App'i" :f.".l'_'i'ffl'%}‘f;?ly June 1944 he was succeed-
ed oy Aamie.d TUMLT L former Faval Attache to Ueruany,

Q. Aiter 104z «id0 yor Ovtaln any technieal aszei:’ance a research work from

the Gernrans)
L. In 1921 r2presentatives from all departments in the Japanese Navy such
at puraly, elaetronies, mines, ete. went to Germany to obtain all the

1nrcmmatica Lhiey coald on what the Germons kew about our mines as well
as tie drelisi mines, Trose reports were brovght back but the reports
themselves were burned, hovever I (Captain TAMURA) remember quite well
the deteils on mines, (Refer here to booklet) all of which are in a book=-
let awaiting translation,

0
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rton (Captein TAMURA, Kyuzo,

TRA'SCRIPT_of Interroral
Q.FDi@ you learn anything subsequent to that time? "as there continued
licison un to the end of the war?

L. There were occasional snall bits of information from the Cerman Attache
here hut nothing after the receint of this boocklet, the German Attache
a8 not o speciclist, and merely ccted as a go hetween, For that reason
hen vou uvsed magnetic and pressure mines we were caucht flat-footed,

e dmmecdintely beran to exneriment with countermeassures, We had no ad-
voncee notlice from Germany, |

o “o wvou think you tould eventuhlly have been able to solve the problem

nresented by the pressure mine? That success did you have up to the end
of the var?

A, "Then we first cdiscovered the mine in SIIIMONOSEKI after freat difficulty
were e even oble to determine it was 2 pressure mine, The success we

1ad 7ith solving the problem was very small and 2ll details are in the
ﬂ“ﬁrt I gave you, I think there are o great maony still sunk and which
e rere ncU able to recover,

« Captoin TAMURA wos requested to furnish tle nomes of officers in the KURE
Maval Digoriet ond ia the 7th Fleet oreca. The 7th IMleet has been dishand-

ed, hut rersounr ! irve.ved in mine countermeasure cctivities are in OSAKA
and Coptoan Tarehd il find out names of officers concerned and they can

be oroughw to THAYO or arrongements can be made to visit them ot Commander
liocrerr’s convenic.ce,

Qs 1 mould 1like tec krnor as quickly as “0551h19 the tot~ol number of nersonnel

and totrL aumbes of vexsels engaged in mine countermeasures. The list

must inctvde all perscimel mhnvlng s”eeos, towing gear, research depart-
meunn, ploket saips, disnosal ships, and mine watebing stations.
As liopdew o harnee™ I - have everything; all the names and 21l the fig-
i neas o 1.};1“?5‘:‘.‘- £ !_.fi,fJO;.

Ivwaitl ovvide tie percounel engaged in experimental werk into thecse doing
* work ci: ihelr cwa, avnd those directly under my charge.

Q. Di? the Tasursses have sweening eCLlpment at all places indicated on this

=k
L™

NOva. bucds v somwe oquipment in. secondcry aval hases, (oC as nines were

discovered equipienc was transferred from naval baszes ©o cope with the
Miles,

A, 4% the Heginming of the war we had equipment omiy in avweas evound maj
o diaw P  hretT PRI 52 106 S5 ox i il I' cLl GOU.J.U'TI!:H 0 k. ' S TR o S o T P Ol“pci ma"hJ Or

Re Did you kave enough for 2ll boses?

ae It wrns not sufficient. I think that the lack of equd oment wns due to the

foot thet the Jouanese in churge were little preoparcd for nines, we Aidn't

b e e

comnence preporavion witil atter the mirving began. (Lo gencral this shoved :
that the vananese People were very guick to moke preraraotions for offen-

alVf campe.igns but not for defensive campoipns.) (OFf the record opinion
C"_‘T)b in TAR UR.....)

Qe In gencral do ycu think that the minine effort we put forth in areas
other than the homeland created o problem or changed ariy militery plons,

Ae. In rereral the preverlent opinion was that your mining meosures as such
would not appreciably alter our oner“tlon plans, but in expicnction of
that the mcin recson fOL not thinking too well of it was that we didn't
knor whether or not a skip wos sunk by'a submarine or any other wecpon,
e possibly didnit give mines enough credit. To us the big danger s
subnorines, It was simply because ive bad insvf icient information to chart
the cffectiveness of yjoue wine warfore, In other words the submerines mrere,
in ny oninion given too much credit, ond not enourh credit was riven to
mine warfore, I rould r’vc 0T e 1ndort“nce to your mine vnrfeie than my

- L5 ]

superiors, ho didn't noke ~ particular distinetion as to whetlter or not
o. shin was sunk by submarine or mine,
T




JRAISCRIPT o Interrogation _(Cﬁ_L teln TAMURL, Kyuzo, _I__JI, 2 S s o Ao X e pt o

Q. Are you certsin thot no one in JLPAN or the lavy Department knows exa .ctly
hor these vessels were sunk°

A, This informntion is token from notes compiled from vorious people, e
reclly don't kno: how ships rere sunk,

Je Thy dsn't this information ~vailoble; is it beccuse the high command in
the Zormard arecs didn't furnish the information to TOKYO or becoause it
cosnt't furnished by mosters of individu-l vessels?

de The Goploin of o ship simply assumes that his ship was sunk by 2 submar-
ine, it does not occur to him th~t it moy hove been o mine, They knew
* ~ you hacd ~n electrically pronelled torpedo ithich leaves no woke ond even
* 17 they dlfin't see o periscone tley still assumed it -ras sunk by a sube
merine and didnt't specily that it wros - mine., Unless for some reason
“they h~npened to see the shi»n hit ~ mine they nssumed it rns o submarire,
Thot 1s why e don't get ~eccurate ““gures on mine sinking,

Q. Does cnyone in the Novy Deportment hove ships plotted in by mine fields,
for instonce c~n we find out hor many were sunk in each locality (Ref-
erence to ch-rt).

o Wle hoven't got it plotted on - map, but there is sveh information in
notes ~nd I 7ill eollect it for you, I will do my best to get the in-
Tormation by MNondoy ot 1330,

Qs Tcll me o little more ~bout the methods you used to discover where the
mines vere cronped, |

ie The N=20's ere nicked up by rodor ~néd position communicated to corst
“ﬂtchers, cocst wntchers picked up the I'=29's as soon =g they come with-
in v151o“, ot nirht they vsed secrchlipghts on® simply rtehed the mines
ﬁr00ﬂec by parochute, t! ey then rejorted the oporoximate position to the
vl Dase tho then dispotched minesveepers.,

Re "lerc you oble to follor the mines domto the mter by rodar?

Lie It's not thot good, but -7e rere working on the idec.,

"

Re Did you consicder the B=20 mine ~ttacks sufficiently effeotive to r~rront
the rede Toyment of fighters ~nd ~nti-rircroft even if it decre~sed the
cefense of the cities ngrinst the fire bomb?

fii, e incrensec the cirercft vnits and searchlight units ottoched to cer-

toin ~rens such as I'TIGATA, SHINOIFOSEKI ot the expense of the cities.
There "8 still o shortage o7 equinment even with the incrensing of ~ir-
croft units ot those st-ted points, buvt os the war in the South Preific
rent apgeinst the Joponsse, we were oble to send more anti=-~ircraft units
to the protection of the homel~nd, MNorever, the Jop~nese felt that the '
use of ~ircr~ft units ~s nrotection ngoinst droppring of mines by B-20's
TS Iore 1mport“nt thon the nctu~l protection of the cities hec~use the

' life lires fram the continent -vhich furnished food ond sup»nlies were of
first priority, (Discussion here on equipment in the homel-nd)., The
renson vhy so mony mines exploded by noturcl or unknorm rensons was being
investignted by several men tthose n-mes will be on the list provided.
lorever, it is my opinion that most of the mines so exploded were scoustic
mines ~ncd that they were sensitive enough to hove been set off by notural

couses such s ?ishcs, oves, ~nd smaller vessels, I think the qu-ntity

given on this egroph is grossly ex~ggernted becnuse the scme mine mey be
scen by 4 or 5 different —ntchers ench one is given credit for seeing o
mine,, then e see Cnptoin MIVAMI Tormerly of the 7th Fleet, whom e ore
plonning to see in OSLKL, e will obtrin the entire story.

L1

Re Verify th hese nvnbcrs on this chart, it is cmnzing that they were only 2ble
to sweep 32€ -

Lie I odmit 1t is o very small quontity and feel that the renson for thot was

inferiority of eoulnmont ond loel of shlps, personnel, and sweeping equipe-
ment,

"




IRATSCRIPT of Interroection (Cantain TANURA, Kyuzo, IJW)
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Q. llere I have some charts, 'il1] you indicate to the hest of vour knowledge
the shipping trend prior to and during the B-=29 mining roids. Tell me
1f this 1s substantially accurate and who can I talk to who can verify
these charts? (Charts are referred to),

A. In my oninion the charts (shorn by Comdr,. Moorer) in regarc to effects
of T=-2¢ mining operation on convoy routes were substantially correct, but
asomiral JOMURA's Chief of Staff will look at the clarts and give vou
accurate information,

Qe Did you feel that the mines would damage the MOJI tunnel?

A, Tle rere very concernec ahout the possibllity of damage to the MOJI tunnel, :
but it escaped damare, |

Q. I have comnlete records and very good information on the B=20 mine off=
ensive but the information reletive to other areas is limited, Can vou
clve us information as to the mining cem»dnigns earried on in 1942, 43,
and 44 in the South Pecific, Can we get the informetion nresented in this
manner (lefer to papers)?

Ae I don't knor but T will meke inquiries, I think that it will take a
matter of to weeks because people are spread out,

Qe I would like to give vou a list of the arens vhere we put down mines and
I wovléd like to have you use that list end find out for me (1) whether
or not you knew the mines were there and (2) what comace 1e mines Adid
(Fere Cantain TAITRA made up list from Comcr, Moorer's cony).

Contain TAITRA broveht o 1list (as per request) of vessels sunk by mines,
submarines and airecraft in the Faecifie Ocean irea, He 'ras accompanied by
Commander .7i:ITA, Binzo, formerly a member of tke Staf” o the Headquarters
Combi.izd Suirfree Escort Fleet, i

Captoin TAITRA delivered tre information and documents rreviously request-
ed as follicws:

l, List of personnel and eqguinment engagec in mine counter-measures,
airwded 1uto thiose eng ged in actual stveening oneraticns and those en-
erred 1n technicol studies. 346 vessels and 20,000 meca were engoped
1n nine sveening,

2o rames of acdditionzl officers ttho can give information concerning
mine counter=meosuvres,

Ze A list of skins sunk in the voriors mine Tields nrior to 16/45. (This

list is an estimate but is 2 compilation of 21l avaiiashle information).

ol s g

Gaptain TAI URA correcte” a statement macde in previous interroration,
"Tre Combined Surfaoce Escort Commancd was set up in the falli of 1943 in-
stead of spring as previovsly statec™,

Qe In the list of minefields vhich I previouvsly fave to you, did you find
nlaces in which you never discovered mines? ‘ ‘

As Thet is quite true, howerey I as ashle to ret the inTormation
on t 1s list from people ~ho are in tre Empire at the moment, so infor=-
mation as tc other arcas is very coubtiul beccuse the peovle ~ho know
are not available, I surrest that you ask Admiral MATSUZAKI, Commarder
SUGITA, who was in the 8th Ilect (RADAUL), states that shins were sunk
in that KOLOITAIICARA 4res, Three shins rere sunk b+ mines, other shrips
were ossumec to be sunk by suvbmarines,

Qe ¥os mine counter-measure resesrch accelleraoted cdvring the —ar?

A. At the becinnin- of the or, studies on mine counter=mecsures were rele
atively sm:11l, but it was ceecllerated rreatly at the inception of DR=29

mine layine compaign, Personnel onc equipmnent were increased ahbout 100
% at thot time,

Q. Up until A»nril 1945, andproximately hor many scientists rrere engaged in
mine research?
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A, Up until April 1.5 m “enartment corte .nec onls 13 techniclans and 50
it 1 y % & [ 4
-eneral employees, but this wes increased to /0 and 95 respectively in

ﬁ_‘,_'JI'il 19 5.

b i

Q. “Then o new type of mine wes discoverecd ot ovtlying hase was snecial
jist-nce recquested from your denertment 1in TOKYO?

J
Ul
1))

1. Tn zveh cases the Ares Commander -rould attempt To sweep the mines -rith
~h-t focilities he hac, hovever, if cny difficulty was encounterec, they

recrested nssistonce fron the Mine Sweeping Department of the Wavy Of “ice

-nd they rlso had access 1O menutoctoring fecilities at SOURAPAYA which

meintained o maintencnee shop ~nd tarehouse for mine aweening equipment.

Q, During the closing months of the =mar «hen so much effort "ras expended
on mine sveening in Japonese wQTers, did tre use of additional techniclans

seriovsly interlere -rith other rese~rch and develooment?

A, The mine counter-measures reserreh ~ms siven first nriority, ‘e were

corm~nicd to nrovide results oS quic-ly os possible t-erefore in renercl,

it is my oninlon thot resenrch on other (electronics devices was inter-
ferred with to o certoln extent,

R, Do vou feel that militory compnigns outsice the Empire vere effected by

mining camocicns?

i, Plonning o8 outsice of my province, bub I helicve thet Japon's operation
plans outsice Enpire aters vere not interferred in ony Wy by ordinory
mine=-1oying, but only by aireroft mincloying, 1 ~3sh to sneclfy mines
hr ~ir plenes decruse thnt is the only type of mine-leying ~hout hich
o have dofinite informotion, (Commonder QUGITA, if you can add any-
thing to the onsuers plec.se interrupt. )

Q. Con you glve me o 1ist of shins.svnk in Joponese v~ters, listec by mine
ficlds?

n  A11 the records —ere cestroyec by fire, 1 om still tryine to get this
informotion, |

R, Will you moke the ceneral stotement thot ships "rere sunk in every mine
£icld ~round JAPAL (See Chart) .

A, Yes, at nll places ~rith mine Fields (os shom on chnrt) ships were sunk

Q. Did the mines interfere 'with the nctivitles of the Jopconese Fleet in the
OKII"AWA Operction?

A, Yes, there "n.s sOne inter erence in the operatlon.

Q, Did¢ the Fleet ever usc SITHONOSEKI ~”ter thc mining camnoign got under=

Branals
B

i, They still used it even ofter mines 7rere there ,

el

Q, Do you kno: hou 1ony mincsweepers ere sunk?

L. Trenty were donogec ~nd practicclly none vere sunk becovse setting off
of the mines usu:lly occurred ~fter the sweeper »LSsSeC OVer the mine, 1
estincte thot ~hout three oOr four sveepers were sunk,

11I"TERNOGATICH of Commonder SUGITA, Binzo, (ining Ofilcer
Stof? Combined Tgcort Fleet)

TRAI'SCRIPT

Then *os the Comblned Iscort ™Meet orpg-nized?

O
L

A, It w~s orgnnized on l'ovemher 15, 1943 ond Admiral OIKAUA wos in commond
vntil Admiral “T0ITTA relieved Admiral OTKA 4 in July 1944.
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Q. -hat forces wexre ~gsipned to the ngcort Fleet?
A Kbout 10U = 600 ton Escort Vessels, chout 15 old destroyers, about 15
~ troining shins, four 10,000 ton Converted Lircrzft Corrliers.

SUN=CNSET S,
~nd hose Tighters, tyne 7).

Toeh ~usiliory corrier Lod ~heut 12 plones !

™o Gombined Escort Meet ith Headquarters st TOKYO, vas gubdivided into

el Trses ane the irst Escort Tleet ith Headquarters at TATSOA, The

.vel Nages inclucded 211 major bases controlled by the Japanese, each

of mileh oS svanlied rith escort aircrait. The First Escort Mect Was
sels and the Air (Group ~hich included £ CVE!s

comnsed O the Surface Ves
e Ton” hesed soracronse e land besed squadrons onercted av various

!

h-ges lons the corvoy rovtes in the Pacific Arec.
Q. Tho g next 1in line, (i€ the Commander. of the Combined Escort Meet
report to the Admiral TOYODA, or TO the Navy Ministry? |

A, Trom l'ovember 1642 vntil April 1CL5, the Combined Escort "eet a8 en in-=
directly under the Emnerial Cereral. Headquar=

denencent somnend. -operating
1CL5 1t wWas wnder the command of the Commancer

tors, Suhsecvent UO Anrll
sy Chief (Admiral T YODA) ,

Q, How were the four converbed 23 rera’t carrlers emoloyed 1n convoy escort

-rorie?

A, The four converted carriers of about 10,000 tons ench, carried 12 type

07 nlanes. 1he oirera.t carriers were used to*escort convovs which wWes

lorcer than 20 ships. These carriers stayed +t: the convoy furing the
eptire voyare to onc fpom JAPAT, In the CQSES ~here the convoy ¥as too
em~11 to -rarrent the use of carriers, ALT sover was furnished by approx=
snately 175 aircraft atotioned et strateslc points along the route.

N S B T R b

Q. Exnlain hov & coONvoy LS ~=gemhled ond how it was controlled betreen

JAPAY onc outl-ing bases?

v+ the besinning of tne vaL +e command of the Waval District where the
until

- P s
CONVoy '7e.S ~gsembled laicd out the course anc controlled the convoy
te to thre destination
ons, After tre

it reached the next Taval Nistrict Commend on rou
here they were siven onother set o° saliling instructi
Crond Lscort Tleet wWas estoblished the Command_ﬁeadquarters laid out the

~-11 sodilinf sngtructions from start to finish., hen

entiire rovte it
~ convor nssce through the next succeedlng woval District they received

~11" tl e assistance thot they required but no further snstructions, Alr

egcort /as furnished the commender of tThe Tscort Fleev.

Q. Tow were "erchant Ships kept snformec of the location of mine fields?

k. TPOEYQ TTe-dauarters degpatehed & signal to the C@ptain-of the ship in-

forming him of nine arcas ~nd¢ seening overstionse Th rreas outsice of

the home talers, "ayol District Comrionders informec TOKYO Headquarters

~nd 21l ships, 0. U.€ existence of 21l knom mines.

Q. erc NANILA and STI'CAPOFE ever closed DY mines?

- b

r, o, AUILA never Was closed, but STHCAPORE was closed for o eeks

1T




