
The 

Reticular 

Formation

The neurons of the 

reticular formation 

cover half the 

brainstem and carry 

messages between 

the brain and the 

spinal cord.

The RF controls cortical 

excitability in typical 

contexts such as the 

sleep/wake cycle, as well as 

in diseases and disorders 

such as epilepsy.

Because of the 

varieties of domains 

involved with the RF, 

it is believed that 

alterations or damage 

to this area can affect 

emotion.
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