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02 EMILIUS; ¢, Book IV.

Having prefcribed the means, let us now ob=
ferve the effect.. What vaft deligns I fee gra-
dually forming in his mind!*How do his fu-
blime {entiments prevent the feeds of every gro-
veling paffion from taking root in his heart !
How clear his judgment | How juftly he is ena-
bled to reafon, from his regulated Jeﬁn:s, and

from that experience which confines the wifthes

of a great foul within the narrow limits of pof-
fibility, and induces fuperior minds (unable to
elevate the notions of the multitude) to ler them-
felves down to the common level! The true

principles of reflitude, the jult model of the

beautiful, the moral relations of beings, and all
the ideas of order are imprefled on his under-

ftanding ; he fees how every thing ought to be,

and the realon why it 1s otherwife ;. he knows
what will be produtive of good, and what will
have a contrary effe&t; without having experi-
enced the human paffions, he is fenfible of their
confequence, and their dlufion.

Hurried on by the natural force of things, I
am carried perhaps a little precipitately forward;
without any intention; however, of impofing on
the judgment of readers. It is long ﬁm‘:e they
have imagined me to be wandering in the land
of chimeras; and I as conftantly fee them mif-
led in that of prejudices. In departing fo far
from vulgar opinions, they are, neverthelefs, in-
ceflantly prefent to my mind. 1 examine and
meditate on them, neither with a view to adopt
or reje& them; but to weigh them in- the ba-
lance of right reafon. The moment I am obli-
-gadtn depart from them, I take it, on known

qp;ncncc. for granted, that. mbodj will. 1ﬁ::i-
' ow

e
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to4 EMILIUS; or, BooklV.

of falvation; the Roman Catholics believe the

fame of every child that is baptized, though it
thould never once have heard the name of God.
There are fome cafes thercfore in which men
may be faved without believing in God, as in
infancy or imbecillity of mind, as in idiots and

madmen, where the underftanding is incapable-

of the operations requifite to infer an acknow-
ledgment of the Deity, All the difference that
I fee here between me and my readers is, that
you think children of feven years of age capaci-
tated to believe in God, and I do not think
them capable of it even at fifteen. Whether I
am right or wrong in this particular, it is not
in itfclf an article of faith, but only a fimple ob-
fervation in natural hiltory.

On the fame principles, it is evident, that if
a man fhould arrive at old age without believing
in God, he would not be deprived of his pre-
fence in the other world, provided his infidelity
was not wilful; and this I fay may fometimes
happen. You will admit, that with refpect o
madmen, a malady deprives them of their in-
telle¢tual faculties, but not of their condition as
men, nor of conrfe of their claim to the benefi-
cence of their Creator. Why then will you not
admit the fame claim in thofe who, fequeftered in

their infancy from all fociety, have lived the

real life of a favage, deprived of that informa-
- tion which is to be acquired enly by conver-
ftunn with mankmd *? for it is 2 demonftrable

impol-
% See the firft partof my difeonrfe on the Tnequality of man.

kind, wherein I treat of the nataral {late of the hmm.nnnd
and the flownefs of its pmgrcﬁ. i
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A TreaTiSE ¢f EDUCATION. 103

impoflibility that fuch a favage fhould ever raife
his ideas to the lmuwledge of the true God.
Reafon tells us, that man is punifhable only
for his wilful errors, and that invincible igno-
rance can never be imputed to him as a crime.
Hence it {hould follow, that in the eyes of E-
ternal Juitice every man who would have belie-
ved had he had the opportunities of information,
will appear as a believer; and that none will be
punithed for infidelity but thole whofe hearts re-
fufe to admit the truth. _

Let us beware of divulging the truth to thole
who are incapable of underllanding it: for this
is- the way to f{ubflitute error in the room of
it. It were better to have no idea of God at
all, than l:cf:ntertain thofe which are mean, fan-
taﬂ:ma'], mjurmus, and- unwarth}r a divine ob-

ject; it is a ]l:fs crime to be ignorant of, than
infult, him. ‘I had much rather, fays the amiable

Plutarch, that people fhould believe there is no

fuch B::fnn as Plutarch in the world, than that
the uld fay, he is un;uﬁ, enviocus, jealous,
and fo tyrannical as to require of others what he

has not left them power to perform.

- The great evil of thofe prepofterous images

of the De:ty, which we niay trace in the minds

,pf children, is, that they remain indchible du-

ring their whele life; and thar when they are.

men, they have no better conceptions of ‘God
than they had when they were children. I once

‘a very worthy and pious woman in Swit-
chnd fo well fatisfied of the truth of this max-
ny,. that fhe would give her fon no early inftruc-
tions about religion; left he {hould content him-

- {felf with fuch mﬂfc& ideas as he was thepon- .
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106 ~EMILIUS; o, BookIV.

ly able to conceive, and neglect the acquifition
of more perfect ones when he grew up. This
child never heard the name of God pronounced
but with awe and reverence; and whenever he
began to fpeak of him, was immediately filen-
ced, as if the fubje&t was too great and {ublime
for his comprehenfion. This referve excited his
cariofity, and his {elf-love alpired after the time
when it thould be proper for him to he made ac-
quainted with the myftery that was fo carefully
concealed from him. The lefs he was fpoken
to of Ged, the lefs he was fuffered to fpeak of
him, the more his thoughts were employed on
this unknown obje&t. He faw God in every
- thing around him; and what I fhould fear molt
from this air of myftery carried to extremes,
would be, that in overheating the imagination
of a young man, it would turn his head, and
that in the end it would make him a fananc in-
ftcad of a believer.

We need be under no {uch apprehenﬁnns,
however, with refpet to Enulms, who, con-
ftantly refufing to- pay any attention to objeCls
above his capacity, hears with the moft pcrfcﬂ:
indifference thofe things he doth not underftand.
There are fo many of thefe, of which he is ac-
cuftomed to fay, ** This matter is not my con-
% cern,” that he will not be embarraffed about

any one that may be propofed to him: and even

when he begins to intereft himfelf in thefe im-
portant queftions, it is not becaufe he may have
happened to hear them propoled, but when the
progrefs of his underftanding leads him to fuch

difquifitions.
We have fcen by what means a culuntcd&un-
Cl=
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derftanding makes its approaches to the know-
ledge of thefe myiteries; and I readily agree,
that it does not naturally arrive at fuch know-
ledge, even in the midit of fociety, before we

__reach a very advanced age. But, as there are

numerous and inevitable caufes in fociety, from

which the prn%n:fs of the pailions is accelerated ;

if the progrefs of the underftanding, which
{erves to regulate thofe paffions, be not accelc-

« rated in the fame proportion, then it is that we

depart from the order of nature, and that the
equilibrium between our reafon and our paflions
is deftroyed. If we are not fufiiciently our own
mafters to moderate a too rapid developement of
certain faculties, it 1s neceflary to huriy on with
the fame rapidity thofe which ought to corre-
fpond with them, {o that the order in which
they thould all be naturally difplayed, be not

. perverted ; that thofe which ought to go toge-

ther, be not fepara.ted; and that man, as the
fame confcious individual during every moment
of his life, fhould not be advanced tc a certain
degree by one of his faculties, and to a different
degree by another. s
What a difficulty do I fee here riling upa-
ainft me? a difficulty by fo much the greater as

it depends lefs on the things themfclves, than

on the pufillanimity of thofc who dare not ven-
ture to refolve it.  Let us begin at leaft by da-
ring to propofe it. A child {hould be educated

in the religion of his father; it is always eafy to

convince him that fuch a faith, be it what it

~ will, is the only true one; and that all others
" are abfurd and. extravagant. The force of the

arguments on this head, depends abfolutely on
& this
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108 EMILIUS; or, BookIV.

this point, to wit, on the country in which they
are propofed. Let a Turk, who finds Chriftia-
nity fo ridiculous at Conftantinople, go and fee
how ridiculous Mahometanifm is at Paris. Cu-
ftom and prejudice triumph particularly in mat-
ters of religion. DBut how {hall we, who on all
occafions pretend to fhake off its yoke; we, who
pay no regard to the authority of opinien; who
would teach our pupil nothing but what he
might have learned himf{elf, in any country; in
what religion fhall we educate Emilius? To what
fect (hall we unite the man of nature? The an-
{wer appears to me very fimple; we fhall unite
him neither to one nor another; but p}lacc him
in a proper fituation, and qualify him to make
choice of that which the beft ufe of his reafon
may induce him to adopt. .

Incedo per ignes g A
- Suppofitos cineri dolofo.

No matter; my zeal and fincerity have hitherto
ftood me in the ftead of prudence. I hope thefe,
my fecurities, will not forfake me in neceflity.
Fear not, readers, that I fhall take any precau-
tions unworthy a friend to truth: 1 fhall never

lofe fight of my motto; but certainly I may be
ﬁirmltu:d to diltrult my own judgment, In-
ead of telling you what I think myfelf, T will -

give you the fentiments of a man of greater

weight than I am. I anfwer for the veracity of
the fats which are here related ; they really hap-

pened to the author of the paper | am going o

tranfcribe. It is your bufinefs to fee if any ufeful
refleltions may be drawn from it relative to
the fubject of which it treats. 1 neither propofe
gIRE ' _ the
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the fentiments of myfelf or another, as a rule
for you, but only {ubmit them to your examina-
mn.

¢t About thirty years ago, a young man, who
% had forfaken his own country, and rambled
« into Italy, found himfelf reduced to circum-
¢ ftances of great poverty and diftrefs. He had
¢ .becen bred .a Calvinift: bat, in confequence
¢¢ of his milcondu&t, and of being unhappily a
“ fugitive in a foreign country, without money
¢ or friends, he was induced to change his re-
¢ ligion for the fake of fubfiftence. To this
¢ end he procured admittance into an houle
¢ eftablifhed for the reteption of profelytes.
¢ Here, the inftructions he received concerning
¢ fome controverfial points, excited doubts he

¢ had not before entertained, and brought him °

« firft acquainted with the evil of the ftep he had

¢ taken. He was taught flrange dogmas, and

¢ was eye-witnefs to ftranger manners; and to

¢¢ thefe he faw himfelf a deftined viétim. He

& now attempted to make his efcape, but wzs

¢ prevented, and more clofely confined; if he

¢ complained, he was punifhed for complain-
“ ing; and, lyingf at the mercy of his tyranni-

ound himfelf treated as a cri-

e tance fubmit to be fo. Let thofe who are fen-
€ [ible how much the firft 2& of violence and

" ¢ injuftice irritates young and unexperienced

¢ minds, judge of the fituation of this unfortu-
® pate youth. Swoln with indignation, the
burft from his eyes. He im-
¢« plored the afliftance of heaven and ecarth in
% vain; he appealed to the whole world, but
weNole i 2 K “ nobody

o
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nobody attended to his plea. His complaints
could reach the ears only of a parcel of vile
domeftics, flaves to the wretch by whom he
was thus treated, or accomplices in the fame
crime; who ridiculed his nonconformity, and

endeavoured to excite his imitation. e had -

been doubtlefs entirely ruined, had it not been
for the good offices of an honeft ecclefiaftic,
who came to the hofpital on fome bufinefs,
and with whom he found an opportunity of a
private conference. The good prieft was him-
felf poor, and ftood in need of every one’s
alliitance; the oppreiled profelyte, however,
ftood yet in greater need of him : the former
did not hefitate therefore to favour his efcape,
at the rifk of making himfelf a powerful e-
ncmy. _ g Ol

“ Having elcaped from vice only to return to
indigence, this young adventurer firuggled
without fuccels againit his deftiny: for a mo-
ment, indeed, he thought himl%lf'aba?c it,

and, at the firft prolpect of good fortune, his .

former diftrefles, and his prote&or were for-

, Eattm tﬂgether. "He was foon punifthed,
owever, for his ingratitude, as his groundlefs
hopes foon vanifhed: his youth ftood in vain

on his fide; his romantic notions proving de-

ftructive to all his defigns. Having neither

capacity nor addrefs, to Turmount the difficul-
ties that fell in his way; fitanger to the vir-

tues of moderation.and thé arts of knavery,

he attempted fo many things that be could

bring none to perfection. Hence, fallen into

his former diftrefs, in want of food and lodg-
i “ jng,
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A TreaTisE of EDucaTiONn. 117
ing, and ready to perith with hunger, he re-

_colleéed his benefactor.

¢ To him he returned; and was well recei-
ved ; the fight of the unhappy vouth brought
to the poor vicar’s mind the remembrance of
a good a€tion; a remembrance always grate-
ful to an honeft mind. = This good prieft was
natvrally humane and cnmpaﬂgnnatf, his own
misfortunes had tanght him to feel for thofe of
others, nor had profperity hardened his heart;
in a word, the maxims of true wifdom and
confcious virtue, bad confirmed the goodnefs
of his natural difpofition. He cordially em-
braced the young wanderer, provided-him a
lodging, and fhared with him the flender

means of his own {ubfiftence. Nor was this

all: he went {till farther, gwmg him both in-
ftru&tion and confolation, in order to teach
him that difficult art of fuppurtmg adverfity

with patience. Could you believe, ye fons-

of prejudice! that a prieft, and a priefl in Ira-
Iy too, could be capable of this.

o This honeft ecclefiaftic was a poor Savoy-
ard, who, having in hisé younger days incur-
red the dlﬁplufure of his E

to pafs the mountains, in order to feek that

provifion which was denied him in his own

country. He was neither deficient in litera-
ture nor unde andmg, his talents, therefore,

together with an engaging appearance, foon
¢ procured him protectors, who recommended
- % him to be tutor to a hyaung man of quality..
owevel, to dependence ;.

and, being a ftranger to the manners and.
'll:hanuur of the grean he remained but a
K2 “ {horn
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fhort time in that fituation. In quitting this
fervice, neverthelefs, he did not lofe the e-
{teem of his patron; and, as he behaved with
great prudence, and was univerfally beloved,
he flattered himfelf he fhould in time repain
the good opinion of his bifhop, and obtain
fome little benefice in the mountains, where

- he hoped to fpend the reft of his days. This

was the height of his ambition.

‘ Interefted, by a natural prepenfity, in fa-
vour of the young fugitive, he examined ve-
ry carefully into his charaéter and difpofition.
In this examination, he faw that his misfor-
tunes had already debafed his heart; that the
fhame and contempt ta which he had been
expoled, had depreffed his courage, and that
his difappointed pride, converted into indig-
nation, deduced from the injuftice and cruelty
of mankind, the depravity of humannature,and
the emptinefs of virtue. He had obferved reli-
gion made ufe of asa mafk to felf-intereft, and
its worfhip-as a cloak to hypocrify. He had
feen the terms heaven and hell proftituted in

the {ubtilty of vain dilputes; the joys of the

one and pains of the other being annexed to

a mere repetition of words. He had obfer-

ved the fublime and primitive idea of the di-
vinity disfigured by the fantaftical imagina-
tions of men; and finding that, in order to
believe in God, it was neceflary to give up
that underftanding he hath beftowed on us, he
held in the fame difdain as well the facred
obje&t of our idle reveries, as thofe reveries
themfelves. Without knowing any thing of
natural caufes, or giving himfclf any trouble

#to
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to think about them, he had plunged him<*
felf into the moft ftupid ignorance, mixed’

with the mo{t profound contempt for thofe’

who pretended to know more than himfelf.

¢ A neglet of all religious duties, leads to’
a negleét of all moral obligations. The heart’
of this young libertine had already made a
great progrefs from one toward the other.
Not that he was conftitutionally vitious; but
incredulity and misfortune having ftifled, by
degrees, trle propenfities of his natural difpo-
fition, they were hurrying him on to ruin;

adding to the manners of the beggar, the

principles of the atheift.

« His ruin, however, though almoft inevi--
table,. was not abfolutely compleated. His e~

ducation not having been neglected, he was
not without knowledge.

the fermenting blood ferves to invigorate the
mind without inflaming the pafions. His
were asyet unrelaxed and unexcited. A natu--
ral modefty and timidity of difpofition had hi-
therto fupplied the place of reftraint; and had

prolonged that term in which you endeavour
folong to Fre[’ew: our pupil.

example o

his imagination,. had mortified it. Difguft

had Tong fupplied the place of virtue, in the
prefervation of his innocence; to corrupt this,.

required more powerful feduétions. .
¢¢ Thc good pricft faw the danger and the re-

¢ the application did not deter him from the ar-

K3
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*“ tempt: he took a pleafure in his defign, and
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** refolved to complete it, by refloring to virtue

the vi¢tim he had fnatched from infamy.
“ To this end he fet out at a diftance, in the
execution of his projeét; the merit of the mo-
tive inereafed his hopes, and infpired means
worthy of his zeal. Whatever might be the
fuccefs, he was certain he fhould not throw

away his labour: we are always fure {o far 1o

fucceed in well doing.

¢ He began with firiving to gain the confi-

dence of the profelyte, by conferring on him .

his favours difintereftedly; by never importu-
ning him with exhortations, and by defcend-
ing always to a level with his ideas and man-
ner of thinking. It muft have been an affec.
ting fight to fee a grave divine become the
comrade of a young libertine; to fee virtue
affect theair of licentioufnels, in order to tri-
umph the more certainly over it. Whenever
the hesdlefs youth made him the confident of
his follies, and unbofomedéhimfelf freely to
his benefaltor, the good prieft liftened ztten-
tively to his fiories, and, without approving
the evil, interefted himfelf in the confequen-
ces. No ill-timed cenfure ever indifcreetly
checked his communicative temper. The
pleafure with which he thought himfelf heard,
increafed that which he teok in telling all his
fecrets. Thus he was induced to make a free
and general confeflicn, without thinking of
his eonfeffing any thing.

“ Having thus made himfelf mafter of his fen-_

timents and charater, the prieft was enabled
to fee elearly, thaty, without ‘being ignorant
s for
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¢ for his years, he had forgot every thing of
¢ confequence for him to know, and that the
¢ ftate of meannefs into which he was reduced
¢ had almoft ftifled in him the fenfe of good
¢ and evil. There is a degree of low ftupidity
¢ which deprives the foul as it were of life ; the
% yoice of confcience alfo is little heard of by
¢ thofe who think of nothing but the means of
¢ {ubfiftence. To refcue the unfortunate youth
¢ from the moral death that fo nearly threatened
¢ him, he began therefore by awakening his

. ¢ felf-love, and exciting in him a due regard
% to himfelf. He reprefented to his imagina-

% tion a more happy fuccels, from the future
¢« employment of his talents: he animatgd him
“ with a generous ardour, by a recital of the
¢« commendable a&tions of others; and by rai-
“ fing his admiration of thofe who performed
¢ them, excited in him a fpirit of emulaticn,
* and a defire of imitating them. In order to

- % detach him infenfibly from an idle and vaga-

* bond life, he employed him in copying ex-
¢ tracts from books; and, under pretence of
¢ having occafion for fuch extraéts, cheriihed
¢ in him the noble fentiment of gratitude to his
¢ benefadtor. By this method, alfo, he inftruc-
¢ ted him indirectly by the books he employed

- ¢ him to copy; and induced him to recover

% fo good an opinion of himfelf as to think he

¢ was not quite good for nothing, and to hold

¢ himfelf not' fo defpicable in his own efteem.

“« A uiﬂin% circumftance may {erve to fthew -
¢ the art which this benevolent mfiru€tor made
~« ufe of infenfibly to elevate the heart of his
€ difciple, without appearing to think of giving
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him inftruétion.. This good ecclefaftic was
fo well known and efteemed for his probity
and difcernment, that many petfons chofe ra-
ther to: intruft him with the diftribution of
their alms than the richer clergy of the cities.
Now, it happened, that recciving onc day a
fum of money in charge for the poor; the
young man had the meannefs to defire fome
of ity under that tide, for himfelf. No, re-
plied bis benefactor, you and I are brethren;
you beleng to me, and I ought not to ap-
ply the charity depofited with me to my own
ufe. He then gave him the fum he wanted
out of his own pocket. Leflons of this kind
are hardly ever thrown away on young peo-
ple, whofe hearts are not entirely corrupted.
“ But I will continue to {peak no longer in
the third perfon, which is indeed a fuperflu-
ous caution as you are very fenfible, my
dear countrymen, that the unhappy fugitive
I have been fpeaking of is myfelf. I conceive
myfell far eneugh semoved from the irregu-
larities of my youth to dare to avow them;
and think the hand which extricated me from
them, too well deferving my gratitude, for

me not to do it honour, at the expence of a

little thame.. :
“ The molt firiking circumftance of all was
to obferve, in the retired life of my worthy

mafter, virtne without hypocrily, humanity -
without weaknefs, his converfation always

honeft and fimple, and his conduét ever con-
formable to his difcourfe. I never found him
troubling himfclf whether the peifons he af-
(fied .went conllantly to vefpers ; whether

_ % they

-
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they went frequently to confeflion, or fafted
on certain days of the week: nor did I ever
know him impofe on them any of thofe con-
ditionsy without which a man might perith
for want, and have no hopes of relief from
the devout, '

¢ Encouraged by thefe obfervations, fo far
was I from affe€ting, in his prefence, the for-
ward zeal of a new profelyte, that I tock ne
pains to conceal my thoughts, nor did I ever
remark his being {candalifed at this frgedom.
Hence have I fometimes faid to myfelf, He
certainly overlooks my indifterence for the
new mode of worthip I have embraced, in
confideration of the difregard which he fees I
have for that in which I was educated; as he
finds my indiffercnce is not- partial to cither,
But what could I think when I heard him
fometimes approve dogmas contrary to thofe
of the Roman church, and appear to hold its
ceremonies in little efteem? I fhould have
been apt to conclude him a Proteftant in dif-
guife, had I f{een him lefs obfervant of thofe
very ceremonies which he feemed to think of
fo little account; but knowing that he acquit-
ted himielf as punctually of his duties as a
priefl, in private as in public, I knew not how
to judge of thefe feeming contradiftions.  If

we accept the failing, which firft brought

bim into difgrace with his fuperiory and of
which he was nor alrogether corrected, his
life was exemplary, his manners irreproacha-
ble, and his converfation prudent and fenfi-
ble. AsIlived with him in the greateft in-
timacy, I learned every day to refpeét him

: a : 1 (1] more
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more and more ; and as he had entirely won
my heart by fo many aéts of kindnefs, I wait-
ed with an impatient curiofity, to know the
principles on which a life and condué&t fo fin-
gular and uniform could be founded.

It was fome time, however, before this cu-
riofity was fatisfied. Before he would difclofe
himfelf to his difciple, he endeavoured to cul-
tivate thofe {eeds of reafon and goodnefs which
he had fown in bis mind. The greateft dif-

ficulty he met with, was to eradicate fronw

my heart a proud mli'anthrﬂpjr, a ccrtain ran-
corous hatred which I bore to the wealthy
and fortunate, as if they were made, fuch at
my expence, and had ufurped apparent hap-
pmefa from what fhould have heen rea]]y
mine. The idle vanity of youth, which is

‘oppofed to all kind of humiliation, encoura-

ged but too much my propenfiry to indulge
this {plenetic humour; while that felf-love
which my Mentor ftrove fo much to cherifh,
increafing my pride, rendered mankind fill
more deteftable, and nnly added to my hatred

of them, the moft egregious contempt..

- ¢ Without direclly attacking this pride, he

11
(11
L1

{4
({3

contented himfelf to prevent its degenerating

into barbarity; and, without dimmifhing my

felf-efteem, made me lefs difdainful of 'nz |

mrgiﬁours In withdrawing the gnudy

of external appearances, and prefenting to.my

view the real evils it covered, he taught me
to lament rhe failings of my fellow-creatures,
to fympathife with their miferies, and to pity

‘inftead of envying them. Moved to com-

paﬂiun for human frailties, froma deep Hﬂt{’
o KR
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¢ of his own, he faw mankind every where the

¢ yictims either of their own vices or of thofe
¢ of others: he faw the poor groan beneath
 the yoke of the rich, and the rich beneath
“ that of their own prepoileflions and prejudi-
¢ ces. Believe me, faid he, our miftaken no-

¢ tions of things are {o far from concealing our

¢ misfortunes from our view, that they aug-
“ ment thofe evils, by rendering trifles of im-

¢ portance, and making us fenfible of a thou- -

<€ fand wants, which we fhould never have
# known but from our prejudices. Peace of

- %¢ mind confifls in a contempt for every thing

¢ that may diftarb it. The man who gives
¢ himfelf the greateft concern about life, is he
¢« who enjoys it leaft: and he who afpires the
% moft earneftly after happinels is always the

- ¢ moft miferable.
- & Alas! cried I, with all the bitternefs of

<« difcontent, what a deplorable piture do you

¢ prefent of human lifc! If we may indulge _

¢ ourfclves in nothing, to what purpofe are we

"¢ born? If we muft defpife even happinefs it-

¢« {clf, who is therc can know what it is to be
¢ happy #” “° I know,” replied the good pricit,
in a tone and manner that {truck me. “ You!
¢ faid I, fo little favoured by fortune ! fo poor!

- ¢ exiled! perfecuted! can you be happ ? And,

“ if you are, what have you done to purchafe

¢ happinefs ? My dear child, returned he, I

- will very readily tell you. - As you have free-

¢ ly confefied to me, I will da the fame to you.
“ 1 will difclofe to” you, faid he, embracing

% me, all the fentiments of my hearr. . You
¢ fhall fee me, if not fuch as I really am, at

&l

o Be
imotaa=t 3

& Jeafl
‘ -

- .Go gle’

T OWn ViceS
rich , and
2lieve me ,

our 66

ng trifles of

-h we [hould

ot for every

n about life ,

r happinefs

rle picture

[pife even

eplied the
tle favoured

d, returned
=, Iwill do

the

ac



120 . EMIL1US; or, BookIV,

6
i
L1
&
(1
i
11
&4
£
£
ol

£
<
L2 ]
1
[ £
i!l'
(11
L 11
(11
11
e
(11
i
L1
117
111
L 1]
19

Jeaft fuch as I think myfelf to be: and when
you have heard my whole profeflion of faith,
you will know why I think myfelf happy;
and, if you think as I do, what you have to
do to become fo likewife. But this profeflion
is not to be made in 2 moment : it will re-
quire {ome time to difclofe to you my thoughts
on the fituation of man, and the real value of
human life;—we will take a proper opportu~=
nity for an hour’s uninterrupted converfation
on this fubjeét. . .

¢« As 1 expreffed an earneft defire for fuch an
opportunity, it was put off only to the next
morning. /It was in fummer-time, and we
rofc at break of day; when, taking me out

of town, he led me to the top of a hill, at

the foot of which ran the river Po, watering
the fertile vales. That immenfe chain of
mountains, the Alps, terminated the diftant
prolpe€t. The rifing fun-had caft its orient
rays over the gilded plains, and, by projeét-
ing the long fhadows of the trees, the houfes
and adjacent hills, defcribed the moft beauti-
ful fcerie ever mortal cye beheld. Omne might

have been tempied to think that nature had at

this time difplayed all its magnificence, as a
fubje@ for our converfation. Herc it was,
that, after contemplating for a fhort time the
furrounding objets in hlence, my guideand
benefactor thus began, :

ﬂe Profeffion of Faith of a ngyqrd Gﬁrm.l-

. found arguments; I am ao g:eﬂ*phﬂoﬁph::;.*
wr %

Expeét noteither learned declamations or pro-
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and I give myfelf little trouble whether I ever

~ fhall be fuch or net. DBut I perceive fometimes

the glimmering of good-fenfe, and have always
a regard for the truth. I will not enter into
any difputation, or endeavour to refute yous
but only lay down my own fentiments in fim-

plicity 'of heart: confult your own, during this

expofition ; this is all I require of you. IfIam
miftaken, it is undefignedly: which i3 fufh-
cient to clear me of zll eriminal error; and if
you are in like manner unwittingly deceived, it
18 of little confequence: if I am right, reafon is

common to both; we are equally interefted in

liftening to it: and why fhould you not think as
1 do. |

I was born a poor peafant, deftined by my
fituation to the -bufinefs of hufbandry; it was
thought, however, much more advileable for
me to learn to get my bread by the profeflion of

aprieft; and means were found to give me a

proper education. In this, moft certainly, nei-
ther my parents nor I confulted what was really
good, rtrue, or ufeful for me to know’y but only
that I thould learn what was neceffary to my or-
dination. 1 learned therefore what was requi-
red of me to learn, I faid what was required
of me to fayy and accordingly was made apricft.
T was not long however before T perceived 100

~ plainly, that, in laying myfelf underan obliga-

tion to be no longer

a man, [ had engaged for
more than 1 could iy '

poilibly perform- *
Some will tell us that confcience is founded

_‘merely on our prejudices but 1 know for cers

tain, from my own experience, that its dictates
conftantly follow the order of nature, in com
Nov. B L . tradition
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tradition to all human laws and inftitutions
We.are in vain forbid to do this thing or the o-
ther; we fhall feel but little remorfc for dmng
any thlng to which a well-regulated natural in-
ftinét excites us, how ftrongly foever pmhlbutd

‘b}r reafon. Nature, my dear youth, hath in

this refpedd been hitherto filent to you ; may you
continue long in that happy ftate wherein her
voice is the voice of innocence! Remember that
you offend her more by anticipating her inftruc-

tions than by refufing to hear them. In order

to know when to liften to her without a crime,

», You fhould begin by learning to check her infi-
“muations.

I had always a due refpelt for marriage, as
the firft and moft facred inflitution of nature.
Having given up my right to eater into fuch an
engagement, I refolved, therefore, not to pro-
fane it: for,: nﬂtwuh{’candmg my manner of
education, as I had always led a fimple and uni-
form life, I had preferved all that clearnefs of
underftanding in which my firft ideas were cul-
tiwated. The maxims of the world had not
obfcured my primitive notions, and my poveérty
kept me at 2 fuficientdiftance from thofe temp-
tations that teach us the fophiftry of vice.

The virtuous refolution I had fnrmad how-
ever, was the very caufe of my ruin: my full
determination not to violate the bed of another,
left my faults _expofed to detection. It was ne-
ceflary to expiate the fcandal; I was accordingly
fufpended and banithed; fallmg a facrifice tomy
'fcrupl:i rather than to my incontinence. Trom

“the reproaches alfo made me on my dlfgmcg, I
found that the wa}f to cﬁ:ap: punifhment fora

crime,

-
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_crime, is often to aggravate the guilt, by com-

mitting a greater. ,

A few inftances of this kind go far with per-
fons capuble of refletion. Finding, by forrow-
ful experience, the ideas I had formed of juftice,.
honefty, and other moral obligations, contradic-
ted in pradtice ; I began to give up moft of the
opinions I had received, till, at length, the few
which I rctained being no longer {ufhcient to
fupport themfelves, I called in queftion the evi-

dence on which they were eftablithed. Thus,

knowing hardly what to think, I found myfelf
at laft reduced to your own fituation of mind;
with this difference only, that my infidelity be-
ing the later fruit of a maturer age,’ it was a
work of greater difficulty to remove it.

1 was in that flate of doubt and uncertainty,”

in which De Cartes requires the mind to be in-

volved, in order to enable it to inveftigate truths-

This difpofition of mind, however, 15too dif-

quieting to laft long ; its duration being owing'

only to vice or indolence. My heart was not lo
corrupt as to feek fuch indulgence; and nothing
referves fo well the habit of reflection, as to
e more content with ourfelves than with our

fortune. .
I refle€ted, therefore, on the unhappy lot of

‘mortals, always floating pn the ocean of human-
~ opinions, without compafs or rudder; left to

the mercy of their tempeftuous paflions, with
no other guidg than an unexperienced pilot, ig-
norant of his courfe, as well as whence he came

and whither he is going. I f{aid often to myfelf, .

- I lave the truth; I feek, yet cannot find it ; let
;_m‘yj one fhew'it me, and I will readily embrace
T S . L2 4 ity
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it: why doth it hide its charms from an hear:
formed to adore them?

I have frequently experienced at times much
greater evils; and yet no part of my life was e-
ver {o conftantly difagreeable to me as that in-

terval of feruples and anxiety. Running per-

petually from one doubt and uncertainty to ano-

ther, all that I could deduce from any long and
painful meditations was incertitude, obfcurity,
and contradiClion, as well, with regard to my
exifience as my duty.

I cannot comprehend how any man can be
fincerely a feeptic, on principle. Sueh philo-
fophers either do notexift, or they are certainly
the moit miferable of men. To be in doubt a-
bout things which it is important for us'to know,
15 a lituation top perplexung for the human mind:
it cannot long fupport fuch incertitude ; but willy,
m {Ipite of itlelf, determine one way or other,
rather deceiving itfelf than content te believe
nothing of the matter. |

What added further to my perplexity ‘IFEE;_-

that, being educated in a church whofe autho-
rity being univerfally decifive, admits not of the
leaft doubt : in re_jeé:mg one point, I rejected
in a manner all the reft; and the im n[ﬁblhtr
~of admiuing {o many abfurd decilions, fet me
againft thofe which were not fo.
told I muft believe all, I was prevented from be=
lieving any thing, and 1 knew not where to ftop.

In this fituation I conlulted the philofophers 5

; I turned over thclr books, and examined their

feveral opinions: in all which 1 found them
‘vain, ditatorial, and dngmatlcnl even in their

prctmdcd fccptlclfm :gnonml: of nothing, yet
Fo-
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A TREATISE ¢f EBUCATION. 12§
proving nothing; ridiculing one another; and’

i this lalt particular only wherein they were all
agreed, they feemed to be in the right. Af-
fecting to triumph, whenever they artacked
their opponents, they: wanted every thing to
make them .capable of a vigorous defence. If

u-examine their reafons, you will find them
calculated only to refute : if you number voices,
every one is reduced to his own fuffrage: they
sgree in nothing but difputing: to attend to
thefe, therefore, was not the way to remove my
uncertainty.

I conceived that the weaknefs of the human

underftanding was the firit caufe of the prodigi-
ous variety [ found in their fentiments, and that

pride was the fecond. We have no ftandard
writh-which to meafure this immenfe machine ;.

weé cannot calculate its various relations; we
neither know the firft caufe nor the final ef-

fe€ls; we are ignorant even of ourfelves; we
neither know our own nature nor principle of:
action ; nay, we hardly know whether man be

a fimple or compound being; impenetrable
myfteries furround us on every fide; they ex-
tend beyond the region of fenfe; we imagine
ourfelves poffeffed of underftanding to penetrate

them, and we have only imagination. FEvery
one firikes out a way of his own acrofs this ima--

ginary world; but no one knows whether it
will lead him to the point he aims at. We are
et defirous to penetrate, to know every thing.

e only thing we know not, is to remain ig--
norant of what it is impoflible for us to know.
‘We bhad much rather determine at random, and

believe the thing which is nor, than confefs that
:1‘ 3 _ : 2 L 3 - fione
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none of us is capable of fecing the thing that is,
Being ourfelves but a {mall part of thar greatr
whole, whofe limits furpafs our moft extenfive
views, and concerning which its Creator leaves
us.to make our idle conjectures,” we are vain e-
nough to decide what 15 that wholé in itlelf, and
what we are in relation to it.

But were the philofophers even in a {ituation
to difcover the truth, which of them would be
interefted in fo doing ? Eachof them knows very

well thathis fyftem is no better founded than thofe :

of others; he defends it, neverthelefs, becaunfe it
1s hisown. There is not one of them, who, really

knowing truth from falfehood, would not prefer

the latter, of his own invention, to the former,
difcovered by any body elfe. Where is the phi-
lofopher whuwcu]d not readily deceive ma.nkmcl,
to incrcafc his own reputation? Where is he,
who fecretly propofes any other obje& than that
of diftinguifhing himfelf from the reft of man-
kind ? Provided he raifes himfelf above the vul-
gar, and carries away the prize of fame from his
competitors, what doth he require more? The
moft eflential point is to. think differently from

the reft of the world. Among believers he is

an atheift, and among atheifts he affeéts to be a
believer.

The firlt fruit I gathcred' from thefe reflecs
tions, was to learn to confine. my inquiries to
thofe things in which I was immediately inte-
refted ; to remain contented 1 in a profound igno-
vince. of she reft, and not to trouble myfelf fo
far as even to dnu'ht about what it did not con-
cern me to know.

1 could fee fan.hei-, that inftead of cw'
S
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up any unneceflary doubts, the philofophers on-
ly contributed to multiply thofe which moit tor-
mented me; and refolved abfolutely none. I
therefore applied to another guide, and faid to
myfelf, Let me confult my innate inftructor,
who will deceive me lefs than I may be decei-
ved by others; or, at leaft, the errors] fall in-
to, will be my own, and I fhall grow leis de-
prawd in the purfluit of my own illufions, than

in giving myfelf up to the dcc:ptmns of others. .~

Taking a retrofpect, then, of the feveral opi-
nions which had {ucceflively prevailed with me,
from my infancy, I found, that, although none
of them were {fo evident as to produce imme-
diate convittion, they had neverthelefs different
degrees of probability, and that my innate fenfe
of truth and falfchood leaned more or lefs to
cach. On this firfl obfervation, proceeding to
compare, impartially and wirhout prejudice,
thefe different opinions with each other, 1 found
that the firlt and moft common, was allo the
moft fimple and meoft rational; and that it
" wanted nothing more, to fecure univerfal fuf-
frage, than the circumftance of having been lafk
propofed. Let us fuppofe that all our philofo-
phers, ancient and modern, had ﬂxhauﬂf:d all
their whimfical fyftems of power, chance, fate,
nmﬂit)r, atoms, an animated world, {enfitive
matter, materialifm, and of every other kind 3
and aftﬂ them let us imagine the celebrated
Dr Clarke, J'.nh htemng the world, bydifplaying
the Being ings, the Supremﬂ and Sove-

dlfpofgt of all things: with what univerfal
41 'agmiﬂnnn, with what unanimous appla.uﬁ.:
| wouhi not the world receive this new fyftem, fo
. great,

r"i
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great, fo confolatory, fo fublime, fo proper to

elevatethe fouly to lay the foundations of virtue,.

and at the fame time {o ftriking, To enlightened,

fo fimple, and, as it appears to me, pregnant.

with lefs incomprehenfibilities and abfurdity
than any other fyftem whatever! 1 refleéted that

unanfwerable objetions might be made to all, .

becaufe the human underftanding is incapable of

refolving them, no proof therefore could be

brought exclufivelyof any: but what difference
is there in proofs! Ought not that fyftem then
which explains every thing to be preferred, when
attended with no greater difhculties than the reft?

The love of truth; thereforé, being all my
philofophy, and my method of ph ﬂﬂfuphlrng the
fimple and eafy rule’of common fenfe, which
difpenfed with the vain fubtilty 6f argumenta-
tion, I re-examined by this rule, all the inte-
refting knowledge I was poflefied of ; refolved
to admit, as evident, every thing to which I
could not, in the fincerity of my heart, refufe my
aflent ; to admit alfo, as true, all that appeared
to have a neceflary conne&tion with-the former,
and to leave overy thing clic as uncertain, with-
out rejecting or gdmitting ir; determined not
to tmuh!e myfelf about cleasing up any point
which did not tend to utility in praltice.

- But after all, who.am 1?7 What right have I

to Jmlge of thefe things? and what is it that de-.
termines my conclufions ? If fubjedt to the im-

prefions I receive, thefe are formed in du'e&
confequence of thofe impreflions; Itrouble m
felf to no purpofe in thefe inveftigations.

is neceffary therefore to exathine myfclf, to

know wlm mﬁrnmmn arc made ufe of in fuch
I:'
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refearches, and how far I may confide in their
ufe.

In the firft place, I know that I exift, and
have fenfes whereby I am affected. This is a
truth fo ftriking that I am compelled to acquicelce
in it. But have I properly a diftinét fenfe of
my exiftence, or do I only know it from my
various fenfations ? This is my firft doubt, which
at prefent it is impoilible for me to refolve : for
bemng continually affe@ted by fenfations, cicher
directly from the objects of them, or from the
memory, how can I tell whether my felf-con-
{cioufnefs be or be not fomething foreign to thole
fenfations, and independent of them.

My fenfations are all internal, as they make
me fcnﬁblc of my own exiftence ; but the caufe

of them is external and mdependﬂnt, as they af-

feét me without my confent, and do not depend
on my will, for their produétion or annihila-
tion: I L‘ﬂﬁc:ivc very clearly, therefore, that the

fenfation which is internzl, and its caufe or ob-

jeét which is cmmdh are not one and the fame

i _ihl TN

us I know that T not only enﬂ, but that
otlu:r hmngs exift as well as myfelf; to wit, the
cts of my fenfarions 5 and though thefe ob-
s {hould be nothing but ideas; it is very cer-
tam that thefe ideas are no part of myfelf.
Now, every thing that I perceive out of my-
felfy and which acts on my fenfes, 1 callmatter N
and all thofe portions of matter which I conceive
united in individual beings, 1call bodies. Thus
all the difputes between the idealifts and mate-
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between the appearance and reality of bedies
being chimerical.

Hence I have already acquired as certain
knowledge of the exiftence of the univerfe as of
my own. I next refle& on the objedts of my
Aenfations; and, finding in myfelf the faculty of
comparing them with each other, 1 perceive my-
{clf endowed with an allive power with- which I
was before unacquainted.

To perceive is only-to feel or be fenfible of
things; to compare them is to judge of their ex-
iftence: to judge of things, and to be fenfible
of them, are very different. Things prefent
themfelves to our fenfations as fingle, and de-
- tached from each other, fuch as they barely exift
in nature: buat in our intelletual comparifon of
them they are removed, tranfported, as it were,
from place to place, difpofed on and befide each
other, to enable us t& promounce concerning
their diffcrence and fimilitude. The character-
iftic f;sw;:l.tlt:,r of an mtt]l:gcrit, aftive being, 13,
in my opinon, that of gmng a fenfe to the
word exiff. In beings merely fenfitive I have
fearched in vain to difcover the like force of in-
telle€t; nor tan 1 conceive it to be in their na-
wre. Such paflive beings perceive eyvery object

fingle, or by itfelf; or if two objects prefent -

themfelves, they are perceived as umted into

one. Such beings having no power to place one

in competition with; befide, or upon the other,

they cannot compare them or ]udge of thclr fe-

‘parate exiltence.

To fee two objects at once, is not to fee thmr._. |
relations to each other, nor to ]udtﬁﬂ of their dif-

ough diftinét

- ference; as to fee many oh]e&s,
from.
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‘altual difference there is between thofe

A TREATISE ¢f EDUCATION. I3I

from one anothery is not to reckon their num-
ber. I may poflibly have in my mind the ideas
of a great ftick and a little one, without com-
paring thofe ideas together, or judging that one
15 lefs-than the other; as I may look at my hand
without counting my fingers *. The ¢ compara-
tive ideas of greater and lefs, 2s well as numeri-
cal ideas of one, two, &c. are certainly no fenfa-
tions, although the underftanding produces them
only from our fenfations.
It has been pretended, that fenfitive bcmgs
diftinguifh fenfations one from the other, by the
fgnfa-
tions: this, however, demands an explanation.
When fuch fenfations are different, a fenfitive
being is fuppofed to diftinguifh them by their
difference; but when they are alike, they can

then only diftinguifh them becaufe they perccive.

one without the other: for otherwife, how can

- two obje&ts exaltly alike, be diftingunithed in a

fimultaneous fenfation? Such objects muit ne-
ceflarily be blended together, and taken for one

and the fame; particularly according to that

{yftem of philefophy, in which it is pretended

that the fenfations reprefentative of extenfion are
not extended.

When two comparatwc fenfations are percei-
- vedy they mike both a joint and feparate im-
preffion; but their relation to each other is not
n:c:ﬂa-.nly perceived in conlequence of either.

If the ]udgment we form uf this relation were
indeed

*M.dela &mdjmm: tells s of 2 people, who knew how

~ to reckon only as fer as three: yet thefe people, having hands,

muft neceflari w“ oftcn feen their fiagers without cver ha=
ving eounted
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indeed 2 mere fenfation, excited by the objefts,
we fthould never be deceived in it, for it can ne-
ver: be denied thar I truly perceive whar I feel.

How therefore can I be deceived in the rela-
tion between thefe two fticks, particularly, if
they are not parallel? Why do 1 fay, for inftance,
that the little one is a third part as long as the
great onc, when it is in reality only a fourth
‘Why is not the image, which is the fenfation,
conformable to its model, which is the objects:
it is becaufe I am active when I judge, the ope-

ration which forms the compatifon is defeftive, -

and my underftanding, which judges of rela-
tions, mixes its errors with the truth of thofe
fenfations which are reprefentative of objetls.
Add to this a refle€tion, which 1 am certain
you will think flriking, when you have duly
weighed it: this is, that if we were merel -
“five in the ufe of our fenfes, there would L: no
communication between them: fo that it would
be impoflible for us to know, that the body
we touched with our hands, and the objeét we

faw with our eyes, were one and the fame.

Either we fhould not be able to perceive exter-
nal objeéls at all, or they
us five perceprible fubftances, of which we thould
have no method of afcertaining the identitys
Whatever name be given to that ‘power of the
mind, which afembles and compares my fenfa-
wons: call it attention, meditation, r:l{d&ioﬂ,
or.what you plealcy certain it is, that it exifls

in me, and not in the objects of thofe fenfations:
it i I alone who produce it, although it be dif-

plaged only in confequence of the impreffions
#ade on me by thofe objeéts. Withuul:,bﬂuﬁ
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fo far mafter over myfelf as to perceive or not
perceive at pleafure, I am {till more or lels ea-
pable of making an examination into the objeéts
perceived.

I am not, therefore, a mere fenfitive and paf-
five, but an altive and intelligent being; andy
whatever philofophers may pretend, lay claim
to the honour of thinking. I know only that
truth depends on the exiftence of things, and
not on’ my underftanding, which judges of
them; and that the lefs fuch _ru:igment depends
on me, the nearer I am certain of approaching
the truth. Hence my rule, of confiding more
on fentiment than rcafon, is confirmed by rea-
fon itfelf. .

Being thus far affured of my own nature and
capacity, I begin to confider the -objeéts about
me; *regarding myfelf with a kind :}f thudder-
ing, as a creature thrown on the wide world of
the univerfe, and as it were loft in an infinite
varicty of eother beings, without knowing any
thing of what they are, tither among them-
felves, or with regard <o me.

Every thing that is perceptible :to my f(enfes
s matter, and I deduce all the eflential proper-
ties of matter from thofe fenfible'qualities, which
occafion its being perceptible, and are infepara-

_ ble from it. I {ee it fometimes in motion, aml

~ ar other times at reft *3 hence I infer, that nei-

] -ir-_;{i .'.

. ¥ou, 11. po M thnr

* This relt may be faid to be only relative; bur as weper-
ctive degrees in motion, we can very clearly - conceive one of
the two extremes, whﬂh is reft; and this we conceive f{o di-

l’!, that we are even indnced to take that for abfolute reft
is only relative. Now, motion cannot be effential to

P _attm*, if-matter can-be conccived to exift at refk,

L

" Al

Go gle .

-.1__‘1_\-

1 [til] more

1ligent

r of

0ot on my
sends , on
confiding

1 the
cature

ite variety
ng them

€ ellential
ing
and at other

In motion ,
ind this we
e rent

itter can be



134 EMILIUS; oo, BooklIV.

ther motion nor refl are effential to it; but mo-
tion being an altion, is clearly the effect of a
caufe, of which reft is only the ablence. When
nothing alts on matter, thercfore it does not
move; and for that very reafon, that it is equal-
ly indifferent to motion and refl, its natural {tate
is to be ar reft.

Again, I perceive in bodies two kinds of mo-
tion; that is, a mechanical or communicated
motion, and a {pontaneous or voluntary one. In
the firflt, the moving caufe is out of the body

moved; and in the laft exifts within it. I fhall

not hence conclude, however, that the motion
of a watch, for example, is fpontaneous; for, if
nothing thould at upon it bur the fpring, that
{pring would not wind it{elf up again when once
down. For the fame reafon, alfo, I fhould as
- little accede to the fpontaneous motion of fluids,
nor even to fire itfelf, the caufe of their fluidity *.

You will atk me, if the motions of animals
are {pontaneous? I will freely anfwer, I cannot

poli ti?ﬁl]l" tell, but analogy fpeaks in the affir-

mative.  You may afk me farthery, how I know
there is any fuch thing as fpontaneous motion ?
I anlwer, very well, becaufe I feel it. I will
to move my arm, and accordingly it moves,

without the intervention of any other immedi- |

ate caufe. It is in vain to endeavour to reafon

me out of this fentiment; it is more powerful
than any rational evidence: you might as well

attempt to convince me that I do not exift.

If

% The chymtﬂs :nﬁ;:nnvé the element of fire to be diffufed, -

and Ragnant, in thofe mixed bedies of which it mak:ll;ﬁt
till fome external caufe fets it in motion, and :hmﬁuu jaia-

palpable fire, T

A
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If the aétions of men are not {pontaneous,
| and there he no fuch fpontaneous action in whag
L pafles on earth, we are only the more embarral-

fed to conceive what is the firlt caufe of all mo-
tion. For my part, I am fo fully perfuaded,
that the natural ftate of matter is a ftate of reft,
»and that it has in itfelf no principle of activity,
that whenever I fec a body in motion, 1 inftantly
conclude, either that it is an animarted body, or
that its motion i1s communicated to it. My un-
derftanding will by no means 2cquiefce in the
notion that unorganifed matter can move of it-
fclf, or be productive of any kind of allion.
The vifible univerfe, however, is compofed
of inanimate matter +, which appears to have
nothing in #s compolition of organifation, or
that {fenfation which is common to the parts of
an animated body; as it is certain that we our-
felves being parts thereof, do not perceive our
exiftence in the whole. The univerfe alfo 1s in
motion: and its movements being all regular,
uniform, and {ubjcéted to conftant laws, nothing
" appears therein fimilar to that liberty which is
remarkable in the ipontaneous motion of men
‘and animals. The world, therefore, is not an
huge {elf-moving animal, but receives its motions
from {ome foreign caufe, which we do not per-
~ . .eeive: but I am fo ftrongly ‘perfuaded within
 mylelf of the exiftence of this caufe, that it is
: : M 2 impoflible

_ 4 T have made the (trongfht efforts T am ahle, to conceive
the exiftence of a living molecule or primary element, but in

' viin. Theidea of matter, perceiving without organs of per=
II : i pears to me contradictory and uninteligible, To-

"-*._.-‘:-3_

' - rgedor adopt this notion, it is neceffary we fhould firfk coms-

- prehend it; and | muft confefs 1 am not fo happy..
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smpoflible for me to obferve the apparent diurnal
revolution of the fun, without conceiving that
fome force muft urge it forward; or if it is the
earth itfelf that turns, I cannot but conceive that
fome hand muft turn it .

“If 1t be neceflary to admit general laws, that
have no apparent relation to mattér, from what
fixed point muft that inquiry fet out? Thofe
laws, being nothing real, or fubftantial, have fome
prior foundation equally unknown and occult.
Experience and obfervation have taught us the
laws of motion; thefe laws, however, determine
cffetts only, without difplaying their caufes;
and thercfore are not [uflicient to explain the
fyftem of the univerfe. Des Cartes could form
a model of the heavens and the eatth with dice,
but he could not give their motions to thofe dice,
nor bring .into play his centrifugal force with-
out the alliftance of a rotatory motion. Newton
difcovered the law of attraction; but attraction
alone would foon have reduced the univerfe into
one folid mafs; to this law, therefore, he found
it neceflary to add a projectile force, in order to
account for the revolution of the heavenly bo-
dies. Could Des Cartes tell us by what phyfical

law his vortices were put and kept in motion ?
Could Newton produce the hand that fuft im-

pelled the planets in the tangent of their refpec-

tive orbits ? |
"The firft canfes of motion do not exift in mat-
ter; bodies receive fromgand communicate mo-

tion to ecach other, but they cannot originally -

produce it. The more I obferve the action and
re-attion of the powers of nature acting on each
ather, the more I am convinced that they are

merely
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merely effects, and that we muft ever recur to
fome volition as the firft caufe; for to {uppofe

there is a progreflion of caufes to infinity, is to-
fuppofe there is no firft caufe at all. In a word,.

every motion, that is not produced by fome o-
ther, muft be the effectof a {[pontanéous voluntary
at: inanimate bodies have no ation, but me-
tion; and there can be no real adtion without

_ volition. Such is my firft principle. . I believe,

therefore, that 2 will gives motion to the uni-
verfe, and animates all nature. 'This is my firfk
article of faith.

In what- manner volition is productive of phy-
fical and corporeal action, I know not, but I
EIPEHEI‘I:‘:E within myfelf that it is produétive of
it. I will to a&, and the altion immediately
fucceeds: I will to move my body, and my bo-

dy inftantly moves; but that an inanimate Bﬂdy,.

lying at reft,” thould move itfelf or produce mo-

‘tion, 18 mcomprehenﬁhif: and unprecedented.

The will alfo is known by its effeéts, and not

its eflence. I know it as the caufe of motion;.

but to conceive matter producing motion, would

be evidently to conceive an effe® without a.

caufe, or rather not to conceive any thing at all.

It 15 no more poffible for me to conceive how-

the will moves the body, than how the fenfa-

~ tions affect the foul. 1 eveniknow not why one .
of thefe myfleries ever appeared more expl:cablc '

than the other, For my own part, whether ac
the time I am a&ive or paflive, the means of
union between the two fubftances appear to me

abfolutely incomprehenfible:  Is it not ftrange.

thatthe Eh]lofn ers have thrown off this incom-

lhtr, merely to confound the two fubs-
M 3 : ftances :
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itances together, as if operations fo different
could be E:tter explained as the effedls of one
fubject than of two? ;

The principle which I have here laid down,
is undoubtedly fomething oblcurey it is how-
ever intelligible, and contains nothing repug-
nant to reafon or cobfervation: can we fay as
much of the do&trines of materialifm? It is very
certain, that, if motion be effential to matter, it
would be infeparable from it; it would be al-
ways-the fame in every portion of ity incemmu-
nicable, and incapable of increafe or diminu-
rion; it would be impofhible for us even to con-
ceive matter at reft. Again, when I am told
that motion is not indeed effential to matter, but
neceflary to us exiftence; I {ee through the at-
tempt to impofe on me, by a form of words,
which it would be more ealy to refute, if more
intelligible. For, whether the motion of mat-
ter arifes from itfelf, and is therefore effential to
ity or whether it is derived from fome external
caufe, it 1s no farther neceflary to it than as the
moving caufe acting thereon: fo that we flill
remain under the firlt dificulty.

General and abftrat ideas from the fource of
~our greateft errors.” The jargon of metaphyfics
never difcovered one truth; but it has filled phi-
. lofophy with abfurdities of which we are afha-
med, as [oon as they are [tript of their pompous
exprefbions.  Tell me truly, my friend, if, when
you are told of a blind, unintelligent power be-
ing diffufed throughout all mature, any precife
‘idea is conveyed to your -underftanding ? It is
tmagined that fomething is meant by thofe vague

terms, univerfal force and neceflary motion ;.

and
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and yet they convey no meaning., The idea of
motion is nothing more than the idea of pafling
from one place to another, nor can there be any
motion without fome particular direction 3 for
no individual being can move feveral ways at
once. In what manner, then, is it that martter
neceflarily moves ! Has all the matter of which
bodies are compofed, a general and uniform
motion, or has each atom a particular motion
of itsown ! If we give into the firll nution, the
whole univerfe will appear to be one folid and

~indivifible mafs ; and according to the f{econd,

it thould conftitute a diffufed and incoherent
fluid, without a poflibility that two atoms ever
could bz united. Whart can be the direction of
this motion common to all matter? Is it in a
right line upwards or downwards, to the right
or to the left ? Again, if every particle of mat-
ter has its particular direction,  what can be the
caufe of all thofe dircctions and their variations?
1f every atom or particle of matter revolved on-
ly on its axis, none of them-would change their
place, and there would be no motion commu-
nicated; and even in this cafe it is neceffary that
fuch a revolving motion fhould be carried on
one way. To afcribe to matter motion in the
abftract, i1s to make ufe of terms without a
meaning; and in giving it any determinate mo-
tion, we muft of neceflity fuppofe the caufe that
determines it. The more I multiply particular

forces, the more new caufes have I to explain,

without ever finding one common agent that di-
refts them. So far from being able to conceive
any regularity or order in the fortuitous con-
courfe of elements, I cannot even ¢onceive the
: © pature
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nature of their concurrence ; and an univerfal
chaos 15 more inconceivable than univerfal har-
mony. I eafily comprchend that the mechanifm
of the world cannot be perfeétly known to the
human underftanding ; but, whenever men un-
dertake to explain it, they ought at leaft to fpcak
in fuch a manner that others may underftand
them. 5

~ If from matter being put in motion I difcover
the exiftence of a will, as the firlt aétive caufe;
this matter being fubjefted to certain' regular
laws of morion, difplay allo intelligence : this
is my fecond article of faith. To a&, to com-
pare, to prefer, are the operations of an a&tive,
thinking being; fuch a being, therefore, exifts.
Do yvou proceed to atk me, where I difcover its
exiftence ! I anfwer, Not only in the revolutions
of the celeftial bodies 3 not only in -myfelf ; but

in the flocks that feed on the plain, in the birds.

that fly in the air, in the flone that falls to the
ground, and in the leaf that trembles in the
wind. t

.~ Tam enabled to judge of the phyfical order of
things, although ignorant of their final caufe;
becaufe, to be able to form fuch a judgment, it
is {uihcient for me to compare the {everal parts
of the vifible univerfe with each other, to ftudy
their mutual concurrence, their reciprocal relas
tions, and to obferve the general refult of the
whole. I am ignorant why the univerfe exifts,
but T am enabled neverthelefs to fee how it is
modified, I cannot fail to pereeive that intimate

connection by which the feveral beings it is
compofed of, afford each other mutual ance. .
Ir

ble, in this refpet, a man who fees the
infide
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mbide of a watch, for the firft time, and is cap-

tivated with the beauty of the work, although

ignorant of its ufe. I know not, he may fay,
what this machine is good for, but I fee that
each part is made to fit fome other ; I admire
the artift for cvery part of his performance, and
am certain that all thefe wheels ack thus in con-
cert to fome common end which it is impoffible
for me to fee. o
But let us compare the partial and particular
ends, the means whereby they are affected, and
their conftant relations of every kind 5 then let
us appeal to our innate fenfe of convition ;
what man in his fenfes can refufe to acquieflce
in fuch teftimony ? To what unprejudifed view
does not the vilible arrangement of the univerfe
difplay the fupreme intelligence of its author?
How much fophiftry does it not require, to dif-
avow the harmony of created beings, and that
admirable order in which all the parts of the fy-
ftem coneur to the preférvation of each other ? .
You may talk to me as much as you pleafe, of
combinations and chances; what end will it an-
fwer to reduce me to filence, if you cannot per-
fuade me into the truth of what you advance?
And how will you diveft me of that involuntar
fentiment, which continually contradiéls you ?
If organifed bodies are fortuitoufly combined in

-y

_a thouland ways, before they aflume fettled and

conftant forms 3 if at firft there are formed f{to-
machs without mouths, feet without heads,
hands without arms, and imperfect organs of
every kind, which have perifhed tor want of the
neceflary faculties of felf-prefervation; how comes

it that none of thefe imperfect eflays have en-

gaged
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gaged our attention?! Why hath nature, at 1 by the
length confined herfelf to lass to which the was LIlUIl.’leI'
not at firft fubjected? I confefs that I ought not ves in the
to be furpfifed that any poflible thing fhould take one
happen, when the rarity of the event is com- r of
penfated by the great.odds that it did not hap- in any
pen. And yet if any one was to tell me that a infinite

oufly together, had diipofed themfelves in the combined
order of the letters mmpﬂfng the Aneid, I cer-  cormbine
tainly thould not deign to take one fep to verify urle _Of

or difprove fuch a ftory. It may be faid, I fm‘— >nlation
get the number of chances; but pray how many
muft I {fuppofe to render Jach & combination in
any {Iegree probable ? I, who fee only the one,
muft conclude that.there 13 an infinite number
againft it, and that it is not the effeét of change.

number of printers types, jumbled prnmlfcu- Ythe

Add to this, that the produ&l of thefe combina- yance

tions mult be always of the famc vature with the | [eenina

combined elements ; hence life and organifation - sther Pro
- never can refult from a blind concourfe of atoms, 1 e de

nor will the chymift, with all his art in com- s that

pounds, ever find fenfation and thought at the

re wants
bottom of his crucible *,
Ihave- - {anto
: r molecula
* It wonld be incredible, if we had not proof of it, that hu- ce .

man cxirava ance could be carried to fuch a pitch. Amaius
Lufitanus affures ug, that he had feen in a phial an homuneule,
ghout an inch leng, which ul;us Camillus, like another Pro-
metheus, had generated by his fkill in alchymy. Paracelins,
in his wreatifc de matura rerwn, gives the procefs of making
thefe manniking, and maintaing that pygmles fauns, fatyrs,
and nymphs were engendered by chymiftry. There wants
nothing meore, in my opinion, to :F{nhhﬂl the poffibility of
thefe fadts, than to prove that the organical materials can refift
fire, and thatthe com ponent molecule may preferve tﬁm
alive in the inteafe heat of a r:mbr.maq furnaee. * oo

-

Go gle : o
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I have been frequently furprifed, and fome-
times {candalifed, in the reading of Nicuwen-
theit. What a prefumption was it to fit down
to make a book of thofe wonders of nature that
difplay the wifdom of their Author? Had bis
book been as big as the whole world, he would

~ mot have exhaufted his fubjet; and no fooner

do we enter into the minutiz of things than the
greateft wonder of all efcapes us; thatis, the
harmony and conneftion of the whole. The

generation of living and organifed bodies alone, -

baffles all the efforts of the human underftanding.
That unfurmountable barrier, which nature hath
placed between the various fpccies of animals,
that they might not be confounded with each o-
ther, makes her intentions {ufiiciendy evidenr.
Not contented only to eftablith order, fhe hath
taken effectual methods to prevent its being di-
fturbed. - '

There is not a being in the univer{e which
may not, in fome refpect, be regarded as the
common centre of all others, which are ranged
around it in [uch a manner that they ferve reci-
procally as caufe and effett to one another. The
imagination is loft and the underftanding con-
founded in fuch an infinite diverfity of relations,
of whichy however, not one of them is either
lolt or confounded in the croud. Ilow abfurd
the fuppofition, to deduce this wonderful har-
mony from the blind mechanifm of a fortuitous
jumble of atoms ! ‘Thofe who deny the unity of
dcﬁin, {fo maniteft in the relation of all the parts
of this grand fyftem, may endeavour, as much

- as they will, to conceal their ablurdities with

abltralt ideas, co-ordinations, general prineiples,
' X : and
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and emblematical terms; whatever they may
advance, it is impofhible for me to conccive that
a fyftem of beings can be fo duly regulated, with-
out the exiflence of fome intelligent caule which
effets fuch regulation. It is not in my power
to believe that pafive inanimate matter could e-
ver have produced living and fenfible creatures;
that a blind fatality fhould be produétive of in-
telligent bﬁin‘%s; or that a caule incapable itfelf
of thinking, thould produce the faculty of think-
g in its effect. | |
.~ Ibelieve, therefore, that the world 1s governed
by a wife and powerful Will. Ifee it, or rather

I feel it; and this is of importance for me to

know: but is the world eternal, or is it crea-
ted ? Are things derived from one felf-exiftent
principle  or are there two, or more? And

what 18 their eflence? Of all this I know no-

thing, nor doI fee that it is of any confequence
I fhould. In proportion as fuch knowledge may
become interelting, 1 will endeavour to acquire
it : but, farthier than this, I give up all fuch idle
difquifitions, which ferve only to make me dii-

~contented with myfelf, are ufelefs in practice,-

and above my underftanding.

Y ou will remember, however, that I am not
dictating my fentiments to yous; but only dif
playing what they are. © Whether matter be e-
ternal or only created, whether it have a paflive
principle-or not, certain it is, that the whole uni-
verfe is one defign, and fufficiently difpla{a one
intelligent agent: for Ifee no part of this fyftem
that is not under regulation, or that does not
concur to one end the fame end, wiz. that of
preferving the prefent eftablifhed orderof th:InEn..-

"s ” 5y 2 at
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That Being, whofe will is his deed, whofe prin-
ciple of action is in himfelf; that Being, in a
word, whatever it be, that gives motion to all
the parts of the univerfe, and governs all things,
I call Gop.

To this term I annex the 1deas of mtelhgencc,
power, and willy which I have colleCted from
the order of things; and to thefe I add that of
goodnefs, which 1s a neceflary confequence of

their union : but I am not at all the wifer con- *

cerning the eflence of the Being to which I give

thefe attributes : he remains at an equal diftance

from my fenfes and my underftandirig: the
more I think of him, the more I am confound-
ed; I know of a certainty thart he exifts, and that
h1s exiftence is independent of any of his crea-
tures : 1 know allo ﬂat my exiftence is depend-
ent on his, and that every thing I know is 1n the
fame fituation with myfelf. Iperceive the Dei-
ty in all his works, I feel him within nie, and
behold him in every objeét around me: but I
no fooner endeavour to contemplate what he is
in himfelf; 1 no foener inquire where he is, and
what is. hls {ubltance, than he eludes the ftrong-
eft efforts of my imagination; and my bewil-
dered underftanding is convinced of its own
weaknefs.

- For this reafon I fhall never take upon me to
~argue about the nature of God, farther than I
am obliged to it by the relation he appears to |

ftand in to myfelf. "There is fo great a temeri-
ty in fuch difquifitions, that a wife man will ne-
ver enter on th:m without trembling and being
fully aflured of his i incapacity to prcn:eed far on

fo fublime a fubject: for it is lefs injurious to

Vuz.. IL. N - the
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the Deity to entertain no ideas of him at all,
than to harbour thofe which are depreciating and
aunjuit.

']ﬁfter having difcovered thofe of his attributes,
by which I am convinced of his exiftence, 1 re-
turn to mylelf, and confider the place I occupy
in that order of things, which is dire€ted by him,
and fubjected to my examination. Here I find
my fpecies ftand inconteftably in the firft rank
as man, by virtue of his will and the inftruments

" he 15 poflefled of to put it in execution, has a

greater power over the bodies by which he is
furrounded, than they, by mere phyfical impulfe,
have over him : by virtue of his intelligence al-
{o, I find he is the only created being here below
that can take a general furvey of the whole {y-
ftem. Is there onc among them, except man,
who knows how to obferve all others? to weigh,
to calculate, to forefee their motions, their ef-
fects, and to join, if I may fo exprefs myfelf,
the fentiment of a general exiftence to that of

the individual ? What is there fo very ridiculous

in fuppofing every thing made for man, when
he is the only created being, who knows how to

. confider the rclation in which all things ftand to
himlelf? :

It is then true that man is lord of the crea-
tion, that he is, at leaft, fovereign over the ha-
bitable earth ; for it is certain that he not only

- {fubdues all other animals, and even difpofes of

the elements at his pleafure by his induftry;
but he alone of all other terreftrial beings knows
how to fubjcét the earth to his convenience, and

. €ven to appropriate to his ufe, by contempla-

tion, the very flars and planets he cannot ap-
proach.
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_ proach. Let any one produce me an animal of
another {pecies, who knows how to make ufe of

fire, or hath facultics to admirc the fun. What! e

am I able to obferve, to know other beings and
their relations; am I capable of difcovering what
is order, beauty, virtue, of contemplating the

univerfe, of elevating my ideas to the hand which
governs the whole; am I capable of loving what
18 guud and doing i, and {hall | compare my-
felf to the brutes ¢ J’n.b et foul ! it is your gIm-
my philofophy alone that renders you at all like
them. Or, rather, it is in vain you would dc-
bafe yoturfelf ; your own genius rifes up again(t

our principles ; your benevolent heart gives the
Lz: to your ahfurd doctrines, and even the abule
of your faculties demonfltrates their excellence
m {pite of yourfelf.

For my. own part, who have no f\lﬁem tor

_maintain, who am only a fimple, honeft many.

attached to no party, unambitious of being the
founder of any fect, and contented with the fi-
tuation in which God hath placed me, 1 fee no-

thing in the world, except the Deity, better

than my own -pecies; and were I left to chufe:
my place in the order of created beings, I fce
none that I could prefer to that of man.

"T'his refleélion, however, 1s lefs vain than af-

-fé&in-g: for my ftate is not the effe&t of choice,-
~and could not be due to the merit of a bein

that did not before exift. Can I behold myfelt,
neverthelefs, thus diftinguifhed, without think-

ing mylielt happy in occupying fo honourable a
poit; or without blefling the hand that placed

me. here? From the firlt view 1 thus took of my--

'fe]f my heait began to glow with a fenfe of

N. a2 grati--
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gratitude toward the author of our being ; and
hence arefe my firfl'idea of the worthip due to 2
beneficent Deity. I adore the Supreme power,
and melt into tendernefs at his goodnefs. 1
have 1o need to be taught artificial forms of
worthip; the dictates of nature are fufficient. Is
it not a natural confequence of {elf-love, to ho-
nour thofe who prote& us, and to love fuch as
do us good ? .

But when I come afterwards to take a view
of the particular rank and relation in which I
ftand, as an individual, among the fellow-crea-
tures of my fpecies; to confider the different

tanks of {ociety, and the perfons by whom they

are filled; what a fcene is prefented me ! Where
is that order and regularity before obferved ?
Lhe feenes of nature prefent to my view the
moft perfect harmony and proportion ; thofe of
mankind nothing but confufioh and diforder,
‘The phyfical elements of things act in concert
with each other, the moral world alone 18 &
chzos of difcord. Mere animals are happy, but
man, their lord and fovereign, is miferable !
Where, Supreme Wifdom ! are thy laws ? Is it
thus, O Providence ! thou gnvcmcl”; the world?
What is become of thy power, thou Supreme
Benefcence! when I fee evil prevailing on the
carth 3 |

~ Would you believe, my good friend, that,

from fuch gloomy reflections and apparent con-
tradictions, 1 fhould form to myfelf more fu-
blime ideas of the foul, than ever refulted from
my former refearches ? In meditating on the na-

ture of man, I conceived that I difcovered two

- diftin& principles ; the one raifing him to the

,*ﬂ:ud]'-.

| Go gle

of the
t into
f worlhip ;
f-love, to

ation in
cies ; to
- filled ;

| oblerved ?
Joportion ;

>nts of

f difcord .

e ! Where ,
. the world
evil

and
the [oul ,
re of man,

1 to the

-




——

A4 TreaTisE of EDUCATION. 49

ftudy of eternal truths, the love of juftice and
nmra.l beauty, bearing him aloft to the regions
of the intelle€tnal world, the contemplation of
which yields the trueft delight to the philofo-
pher ; the other debafing him even below him-
felf, fubjecting him to the ﬂaver*_f of fenfe, the
tyranny of the paflions, and exciting thefe to
counteract every noble and generous fentiment
infpired by the former. When I perceived my-
{elf hurried away by two fuch contrary powers,
I naturally concluded that man is not one imple
and individual fubftance. I will, and I will
not; I pcrccwﬂ mylclf at once frcr;: and a flave ;
1 fee what is good, I admire it, and yet I dothe
evil : I am active when I liften to my reafon,
and paflive when hurried away by my pafflions;
while my greateft uneafinels is, to nd when
fallen under temptations, that I had the power
of refifting them.

Artend, young man, with confidence, to
what 1 fay, you will find I fhall never deceive

you. If conicience be the offspring of our pre-

judices, I am doubtlefs in the wrong, and mo-
ral virtue is not to be demonflrated 5 but, if felf-
love, which makes us prefer uurﬁ:‘lvt:s to ever

thing elfe, be natural to man, and if, neverthelefs,,
an innate {enfle of juftice be found in his heart 5
fet thofe who imagine him to be a fimple un-
compounded bemg, reconcile thefe contradic-

‘tions, and I will give up my opinien, and ac-

knowledge him to be one fubftance.
You will El:afe to obferve,. that, byb the word
Jubjtance, 1 here _mean, in general; a eing pof-

' fcﬁi:d of fome primitive quality, abftracted from

all pamcular or fecondary modifications. Now,
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if all known primitive qualities may be united
in one and the fame being, we have no need to
admit of more than one {ubftance ;3 but if fome
of thefe qualities are incompatible with, and ne-
ceffarily exclufive of each other, we muft admit
of the exiftence of as many different fubftances
as there are fuch incompatible qualities. You
will do wcll to refle€t on this fubject; for my
part, notwithftanding what Mr Locke hath faid
on this head, I need only to know that matter
ts extended and divifible, to be aflured that it
cannot think; and when a2 philofopher comes
and rells me thar trees and rocks have thoughe
and perception *, he may embarrals me, indeed,
: with

* Tt feems to me, that, fo far from artriboting thought ta
#ocks and ftones, our modern philofophers have difcovered
that even men are incapable of thinking, They acknowledge
nene but merely fenfitive beings in nature; and all the difer-
ence they admit between a man and a ftone, is, that the fore
mer is a feniitive being poflefied of fenfations, and the latter a
fenfitive being that has none.  Baut if it be true that all matter
be fenfible, wherein confifts the confciondne(s of the individual 2
s it io every particle of matter, or only in compound bodies,

in httcmg:ncﬂu mixtures or fingle elements? does the indi-
vidnal ex:lt alike in fuids and in folids ? It is faid that no-
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thing but individuals exift in natare, 1 afk what thefe individu-

als are ! Is that ftone, for inftance, an individual or an a

gate of individuals? Is it a fingle fenfitive being, or does it
contain as many {eparate ones as it contains grainsef fand? If
every elementary atom be a fenfitive being, how am [ to con-
ceive that intimate communication by which one fo pereeiyes

itfelf in another, that their two feparate identities are confound-

_ed in one! Attraftion is one of the laws of nature, the m

ry of which may puiﬁhlﬁr be impenetrable; bat we are at
«upable of conceiving t
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at gravity, aCting in the ratio of the .

guantity of matter, is acither incumpatible with extenfion nor

divifibility. Can youw conceive the fame of thought and fenti=

went? The fenfible parts are extended, but the fenfitive being

-is fingle and indivifible = it is either entirely itfelf or nothing
the lenfitive being, therefore, is not a body. 1 know net how
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with the fubtilty of his arguments; but I can<
not help regarding bim as a difingenuous fo-
phift, who had rather attribute fentiment to
{tocks and ftones, than acknowledge man to have
a foul.

Let us fuppole that a man, born deaf, thould
deny the reality of founds, becaufe his ears
were never fenfible of them. To convince him
of his error, I place a violin before his eyes 3
and, by playing on another concealed from him
give a vibration to the flrings of the former.
This motion I tell him is effeSed by found.

Not at all, fays he; the caufe of the vibration of

the ftring, is in the ftring itfelf: it is a common
quality in all bodies fo to vibrate. Do, I re-
ply, thew me then the fame vibration in other
bodies, or, at leaft, the caufe of it in this ftring ?
The deaf man will again reply in his turn, I
“ cannot; but wherefore muft I, becaufe 1 do
“ mot conccive how this {lring vibrates; attri-
“ bute the caufe to your pretended founds, of
¢ which I cannot entertain the leaft idea ? This
“ would be to attempt an explanation of one
¢ obfcurity by another fill greater. Eithermake
* your founds perceptible to me, or I fhall con-
¢ tinue to deny their exiftence.”

The more I reflet on our capacity of thinke
ing,and the nature of the human underftanding,

the

L)

the materialifts eonceive this thing; but it feems to me that
the fame difficulties which make them give up their pretenfions

to thought, [hould induce them ilfo to grve up thoele of fenti-

ments: nor do I fee what fhould hinder them, efter baving
taken the firft fbep, from proceeding to take the latter ; what
can it coft them more? as thev are fo well convinced they are
incapable of thinking, how dare they fo cenfidently affirm they
are able to perceive? | . '
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the greater is the refemblance, I find between the
arguments of our materialilts 'and that of fuch a
deaf man. = They are, in effedl, equally deaf to
that internal veice, which, neverthelefs, calls
- to them fo loud and emphatically. A mere
machine, is evidently incapable of thinking, it
has neither motion nor figure produltive of re-
fle€tion : whereas in man there exifts fomething,
perpetually prone to expand, and to buril the
fetters by which it is confined. Space itfelf af-
fords not bounds to the human mind : the whole
univerfe is fiot extenlive enough for him ; his
fentiments, his defires, his anxictics, and every
his pride, take rife from a principle different
from that body within which he perccives him-
fclf confined. - i
No material being canbe felf-allive, and 1
perceive that I am fo. Itis invain todifpute with
me fo clear a point; my own fentiment carries
,with it a {tronger conviction than any reafon
which can ever be brought agamft it. T have a
body, on which other bodies act; and which
ats reciprocally on them. This reciprocal
action is indubirable ; but my will is indepen-
dent of my fenfes. I can either confent to, or
refift their impreflions ; I am either vanquifhed
or victor, and perceive clearly within myfelf
when I act according ro my will, and when I
fubmit to be governed by my paflions. I have
always the power to will, though not the force to
execute it. When I give myfelf up to any temp-
tation, I a&t from the impulfe of external ob-

jets.  When I reproach myfelf for my weak-

nefsin fo doing, Iliften only to the dictates of my
will: T am a flave in my vices, ‘and free in my
' . A 4 lfptﬂt‘
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~repentance: the fentiment of my liberty 1s effa-

ced only by my depravation, and when I pre-
vent the voice of the foul from being heard in
oppofition to the laws of the body.

All the knowledge I have of volition, is de-
duced from a fenfe of my own ; and the under-
ftanding 15 known no better. "When I am afked,
.what 1s the caufe that determines my will? I afk
in my turn, what is the caufe that determines
my judgment? for it is clear that thefe two
caufes make but one; and, if we conceive that
man is ative in forming his judgment of things,
that his underftanding is only a power of com-
paring and judging, we fhall fee that his liber-
IE 1s only a imilar power, or one derived trom
this : he chufes the good as he judges of the
true, and for the fame reafon as he deduces a
falfe judgment, he makes a bad choice. What
then is the caufe that determines his will ? It is
his judgment.
termines his judgment? It is his intelligent fa-
culty, his power of judging; the determining
caule lies in himfelf. If he go beyond this point,
I know nothing of the matter.

Not that I can fuppofe myfelf at liherty, not
to will my own good, or to will my own evil:
but my liberty confifts in this very circumfitance,
that Iam incapable to will any thing but what is
ufeful to me, or at leaft what appears {o, with-
out any foreign objett interfering in my deter-

I am not my own mafler, becaufe I am in-
capable of afluming another being, or of di-
-vefting myfelf of what is eflential to my ex-
iftence ? " :

The
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The principle of all a&tion lies in the will of
a free Being; we can go no farther, in fearch of
its fource. It is not the ward /liberty that has
no fignihcation ; it is that of neceflity. To fup-
pofe any att.or effect, which is not derived from
an aflive principle, is indeed to fuppofe effe&s
without a caule. Either there is no firft impulfe
or every firlt impulfe can have no prior caufe 3
nor can there be any {uch thing as will, without
liberty. _Man is, therefore, a free agent, and
as fuch animated by an immaterial {fubltance 3
this is my third article of faith.
three firlt, you may calily deduce all the reit,
without my continuing to number them.
- If man be an ative and free being, he alks of
himfclf ; none of his fpontancous aClions, there-
fore, enter into the general fyftem of Provi-
dence, nor can be imputed to it.  Providence
‘doth’ not contrive the evil, which is the confe-
quence of man’s abuﬁnﬁ]the liberty his Creator
gave bhimj it only doth not prevent ity either
becaufe the evil, which fo impotent a being is
capable of doing, is bencatlr its notice, or be-
caule it cannot prevent it without laying a re-
ftraint upon his liberty, and caufing a greater
evil by debafing his nature. Providence hath -
left man at liberty, not that he thould do evil,
but gocd, by choice. It hath eapacitated him
to make fuch chmce, in making a proper
ufe of the faculiies it hath beftowed on him:
his powers, however, are at the fame time
fo limited and confined, that the
makes of his liberty is not of i importance enough
to difturb the g
-Tht cvil done b}f man, falls upon his own head,
- ' mthonr.
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without making any change in the fyftem of the
world, without hindcring the human f{pecics
from being preferved in {pite of themfelves. To
complain, therefore, that God doth not prevent
man from doing evil, 1s in fact to complain that
he hath given a fuperior excellence to human
nature, that he hath ennobled our ations by an-
nexing to them the merit of virtue. The high-
eft enjoyment is that of being contented with
ourfelves; it is in order to deferve this content-
ment that we are placed here on earth, and en-
dowed with liberty; that we are tempted by our
paflions, and rcftrained by confcience. What
could Omnipotence itfelf do more in our favour?
Could it have eltablithed a contradiction in our
nature, or have allotted a reward for well-doing,
to a being incapable of duing ill? Is it neceflary,
in order to prevent man from being wicked, to
reduce all his faculties to a fimple inftindt, and
make him a mere brute? No, never can I re-
proach the Deity for having given me a foul,
made in his own image, that I might be free,
good, and happy like himfelf.

It is the abufe of cur faculties which makes
us wicked and miferable. Our cares, our an-
xieties, our griefs, are all owing to ourfelves,
Moral evil is inconteftably our own work; and

phyfical evil would in fack be nothing, did not

our vices render us fenfible of it. - It 1s not for
our prefervation that naturc makes us fenfible of
- our wants? Is not pain of body an indication
that the machine is out ot order, and a caution
for us to provide a remedy? And as to death—
do notthe wicked render both our lives and their
ewn milerable? Whois there defirous of living
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here for ever? Death is a remedy for all the e-
vils we mfliCt on ourfelves; naturé will not let
us fuffer perpetually. To how few evils are men
fubject, who live in primeval fimplicity? they
hardly know any difeafe, and are irritated by
fearcely any paflions; they neither forefee death,
nor {uffer by the apprehenfions of it; when it
approaches, their miferies render it defirable,
'and it 15 to them no cvil. If we could be con-

‘tented with being what we are, we thould have

no inducement to lament our fate; but we in-
flit on ourfelves a thoufand real evils in feeking
‘after an imaginary happinefs. Thofe who are
impatient under trifling inconveniences, muft
expect to fuffer much greater. 1In our endea-
vours to re-eftablith by medecines a conflitution
impaired by irregularities, we always add to the
cvil we fecl, the greater one which we fear; our
apprehenfions of deach anticipate its horrors, and
haften its approach. The fafter we endeavour to
fly, the fwifter it purfues us; thus are we terris
fied as long as we live, and die, murmuring a-
gainft nature, on account of thofe evils which
we bring on ourfelves by doing outrage to her
laws. "

Inquire no Iﬂnger, man, who i1s the author
~of evil: behold tum in yourfelf. There exifts

o other evil in nature than what you either do

or {uffer, and you are equally the author of both.
A general evil could exiftonly in diforder; but,
in the {yftem of nature, T fee an eftablifhed or-
der which 1s never difturbed. Particular evil
Cexifts only in the {entiment of the fuffering be-
“ing: and this fentiment is not given to man by
- naturc; but is of his own acquilition, Pain and

forrow
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forrow have but little hold on thofe, who, un-
accuftomed to refleCtion, have neither memory
nor forefight. Take away our fatal improve-
ments; take away our errors and our vices, take

away, in thort, every'thing that is the work of

man, and all the reft is gﬂnd. il

Where every thing is good, nothing can be
unjuft, juflice being infeparable from good-
nels. Now goodnefs is the neceffary effect of
infinite power, and felf-love is effential to every
being confcious of its exiftence. An omnipo-
tent Being extends its exiltence, alfo, if 1 may
do exprefs myfelf, with that of its creatures.
Produ@ion and prefervation follow from the
conftant exertion of its power: it does not act
on non-exiftence: God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living: ke cannot be mifchie-
vous or wicked without hurting himfelf. A
‘being capable of doing every thing, cannot will
to do any thing but whatis good *. He, who
is infinitely good, therefore, becaufe he is infi-
nitely powerful, muft alfo be fupremely juft,
otherwife he would be inconfiftent with him{elf:
for that love of order which produces it we call
‘Goodnefs, and that love of order which preferves
4t is called Juftice.

God, it is faid,-owes nothing to Inis creaturess
for my part, 1 believe he owes them every thing
he promifed them when he gave them being.
Now, what is lefs than to promife them a blcf-
ﬁ“%‘olf he gives them an idea of it, and has fo

L. IL -0 conftituted
* Hadthe nts calléd the Suptreme
ins, ‘infteadl :f.n g:vm;:s Mm:ml: the exp T;:f&'ﬁi
been morgjult, :
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conftituted them, as to feel the want of it ? The
more I look into myfelf, the more plainly I read
thefe words written in my foul: Be juft, and
thou fbalt be bappy. 1 fee not the truth of this,
however, in the prefent ftate of things, wherein
the wicked triumph, and the juft are trampled
on and opprefled. What indignation, hence,
‘arifes within us, to find our hopes are fruftrated !
confcience itlelf rifes up and complains of its
‘Maker; it cries out to him, lamenting, Thou
haft deceived me!

« [ have deceived thee! rath man! who hath
¢ told thee fo? Is thy foul annihilated? doft,
¢ thou ceale to exift? Oh Brutus! ftain pot
< g life of glory in the end: leave not thy ho-
¢ mour and thy hopes with thy body in the fields
¢ of Philippi. Wherefa#e doft thou fay, Virtue
¢ is a thadow, when thou art going to enjoy the
< reward of thine own ¢ Doft thou imagine thou
¢ art going to die! no, thou art going to live,
< and then I will make good every promife I
€ have madethee.” One would be apt to think,
from the murmurs of impatient mortals, that
God owed them a recompenfe before they had
deferved it; and that he was obliged to reward
their virtue beforechand. No, let us be firft vir-

tuous, and reft affured we fhall fooner or later. _

be bappy. Let us not require the prize before
-we have got the vittory, nor demand the price
of our labour before the work be finifhed. It is
not in the lifts, fays Plytarch, that the victors,
at our games, are crowned, but after the con-
telt is over. e
If ‘the foul be immaterial, it may furvive the
body; and if fo, Providence is juftified. Had

-Inmeo

T
I.

’the more
happy . I
the wicked
hence ,

fup and
Fwed me !

{nnihilated ?
end : leave
" Wherefoze
u art going
.7 One
owed them
ward their
] fooner or
ry , nor

he lifts ,
' con

1if[o,




"

A TreaTISE of EDUCATION. 180

I no other proof of the immateriality of the foul,
than the oppreflion of the juft, and the trinumph
of the wicked in this warld, this alone would
prevent my having the leaft doubt of it. So
fhocking a difcord amidit the general harmony
of things, would' make me naturally look out
for the caufe. I {hould fay to myfelf, We do
not ceafe to exift with this life ; every thing re-
aflumcs its order after death. T {fhould, indced,

" be embarraffed to tell where man was to be

found, when-all his perceptible properties were
deftroyed. At prefent, however, there appears
to me no difficulty in this point, as I acknow-
1®sc the exiftence of two different fubftances.
It s vcry.p]ain, that, during my corporeal life,

as I perceive nothing but by means of my fenfes, .

whatever 18 not fubmitted to -their mgnifanm:

mult efcape me. When the union of the bo- -

dy and the foul is broken, I conceive that the
one may be diffolved, and the other preferved
entire. _Why fhould the dillolution of the one
ntceﬂhrify bring on that of the other? on the
eontrary, being fo different in their natures,
their ftate of union is a flate of violence, and
when it is broken they both return to their na-
tural fituation: the ackive and living fubftance
regains all the force it had employed in giving
moticn to the paflive and dead {ubftance to which

it had been umited. Alas! my. failings make |

me but too {enfible that man is but halt alive in

this life, and that the life of the foul commences
at the death of the bod :

But what i3 that Iifcg Is the foul immortal in
its own nature? My limited comprehenfion is
incapable of conceiving any thing that is unli-
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mited. Whatever we call infinite, 1s beyond
my conception. What can I deny, or aflirm,
what arguments can [ employ on a fubjeét I
cannot conceive ? I believe that the foul furvives
the body fo long as is neceffary to juftify Provi-
dence in the good order of things; but who
knows that this will be for ever? I can readily
conceive how material bodies wear away, and
are deftroyed by the feparation of their parts,
but I cannot conceive a like diffolution of a
thinking being; and henee, as I cannot imagine
how it can die, I prefume it cannot die at all.
This prefumprion, allo, being confolatory, and
not unreafonable, why ihould 1 be fearful to #-
dulge it?

I feel thar I have a foul: I know it both from
thought and {entiment ; 1 know that it exiits,
without knowing its effence: I cannat reafon,
therefore, on ideas which I have not. One
thing, indced, I know very well, which is, that
the identity of my being can be preferved only
by the memory, and that to be in fact the fame

perfon, I muft remember to have before exifted.

Now [ cannot recolledt, after my death, what
t was during life, without recollecting alfo ﬁig
perceptions, and confequently my allions; an

Il doubt not but this remembrance will one day
conftitute the happinefs of the juft, and the tor-
ments of the wicked. Here below, the violence
of our paflions abforbs the innate fentiments of
right and wrong, and flifles remorfe. The
mortification and difgrace alfo, under which
virtue labours in the world, prevents our being
fenfible of its charms. DBut, when delivered
from the delufions of fenfe, we {hall enjoy the

con-
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contemplation of the Supreme Being, and thofe
eternal truths of which he is the {ource; when
the heauty of the natural order of things fhall
(trike all the faculties of the foul, and when we
{hall be employed folely in comparing what we
have really done with what we ought to have
done, then will the voice of confcience re-aflume
its tone and ftrength; then will that pure de-
light, which arifes from a con{cioufncfs of vir-
tue, and the bitter regret of having debafed our-
{elves by vice, determine the lot which is feve-
rally prepared for us. Afk me not, my good
fricnd, if there may not be fome other caules of
future happinefs and mifery. I confefs I am
ignorant ; thele, hewever, which I conceive,
are fufficient to confole me under the inconve-
nicncies of this life, and give me hopes of ano-
ther. I do not pretend to fay that the virtuous
will receive any peculiar rewards ; for what o~
ther advantage can a being, excellent in its own
nature, expect than to exift in a manner agree-
able to the excellence of its conflitution ¢ I dare
affirm, neverthelefs, that they will be happy ; be-
caufe their Creator, the Author of all juftice, ha-
ving given them fenfibility, cannot have made
them to be miferable ; and, as they have not a-
bufed their liberty on earth, they have nort per-
verted the defign of their creation by their own
fault : .yet, as they have fuffered evils in this
life, they will certainly be indemnified in ano-
ther. This opinion is net fo-much founded on:

the merits of man, as on the notion of that good-

nefs which appears to me infeparable from the
divine nature. Ionly fuppofe the order of things
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ftri&kly maintained, and that the Deity is cver whe ..
confiftent * with himfelf. ignorant ,

-~ It would be to as little purpofe toafk me whe~ itions .
ther the torments of the wicked will be eternal 5 Eﬂe in their
of this I am allo equally ignorant, and have not -

verlalting

the vain curiofity to perplex myfelf with fuch
ufelefs difquilitions. What is it to me what be-
comes of the wicked? Iintereft myfelf very little

here
in their deftiny. [ can never believe, however,

that they will be condemned to everlafting tor- | ;lg}e,gﬁce &

ments. | .
If Supreme Juftice avenges itlelf on the wick- | > avatice

ed, it avenges itfelf on them here below. It - mqﬁ all

18 you and your errors, ye nations ! that are its ellin

minifters of vengeance. It employs the evils d?

you bring on each other, to punifh the crimes

for which you deferve them. It is the infatiable ought our

hearts of mankind, corroding with envy, ava- -

rice, and ambition,, that their avenging paffions - vitious ?

punifh them for their vices, amidft all the falfe - 1plation of

appearances of profperity. ‘Where is the ne- 25 to be

ceflity of {eeking a hell in another life, when it
is to be found even in this in the hearts of the
=, wicked ? ‘ i

Where our momentary neceflities or fenfelefs

defires have an end, there ought eur paffions

and our vices to end alfo. Of what perverfity
- can pure {pirits be {ufceptible? As they fland

in nced of nothing, to what end fhould they be '-
vitious ! If deflitute of obir grofier fenfes, all

their happinefs confifts in the contemplation of

things, they cannot be defireus of any thing -
but good ; and whoever eeafes to be wicked, is
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it poflible he fhould be eternally miferable ?
This is what I am inclived to believe on this
head, without giving myfelf the trouble to de-
termine pofitively concerning the matter.—O
righteous and merciful Being! whatever be thy
decrees, Iacknowledge their reclitude ; if thou
punitheft the wicked, my weak reafon is dumb
before thy juftice. But, if the remorfe of thefe
unfortunate wretches is to have an end, if the
fame fate is one day to attend us all, my foul
exults in thy praife. Is not the wicked man,
after all, my brother? How often have I been
tempted to refemble him in partaking of his
vices. 0, may he be delivered frem his mi.
fery : may he calt off alfo that malignity which
accompanies -it ; may he be ever happy-as my-
felf : fo far from exciting my jealouly, his hap-
pinefs will only add to mine.

It is thus that, contemplating God in his
works, and fludying him in thofe attributes
which it imports me to know, Ilearn by de-
grees to extend that imperfect and confined idea
I at firft formed of the Supreme Being. But, if
this idea becomes thus more grand and noble,

it is proportionably lefs adapted to the weaknefs

of the human underftanding. In proportion, as
my mind approaches eternal light, its lightnefs
dazzles and confounds me; {o that I am forced
to give up all thole mean and earthly images

which afilt my imagination. God is no longer

a corporeal and perceptible being: the Supreme
Intelligence which governs the world, is no
longer the world itfelf : but in vain I endeavour
to raife my thoughts to a conception of his ef-

life
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life and activity to that living and altive fub-
ftance, which moves and governs animated bo-
dics; when I am told that my foul is a fpiritual
being, and that God alfo is a fpirit, I am-in-
cendgd at this debafement of the divine ef-
fence, as if God and my foul were of the fame
nature, asif God was not the only abfolute, the
only truly active Being, perceiving, thinking, and
willing of himfelf, from whom his ¢reaturcs de-
* rive thought, activity, will, liberty, and exift-
ence. We are free only becaufe it is his will
we fhould be fo; his inexplicable fubftan¢e be-
ing, with refpect to our fouls, fuch as our fouls
are in regard to our bodies.” I know nothing
of his having created matter, bodies, Apirits, or
the world. ' The idea of creation confounds me,
end furpaffes my conception, though 1 believe
as much of itas I am able to conceive: but I
know that he hath formed the univerfe, and all
that exifts in the moft confummate order. God
is doubtlefs etcrnal, but I am incapacitated to
conceive an idea of eternity. 'Why then fhould:

I.amufe myfelf with words? All thatl conceive |,

is, that he exifted before all things, that he
exifts with them, and will exift after them, if
they fhould ever have an end. That a being
whofe effence is inconceivable, fhould give ex-
iftence to other beings, is at beft obfcure and
incomprehenfible to our ideas; but that fome-
thing and nothing fhould be reciprocally eon-
verted into each othery is a palpable contradic-
tion, a moft manifeft abfurdity.

God is intelligent; but in'what manner?
Man is intelligent by the at of reafoning, but
the Supreme Intelligence lics under no neceflizy,

10 .
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to reafon. He requires neither premiflcs, nor
confequences ; not even the imple form of a
propofition : his knowledge is purely intuitive;
he beholds equally what is and will be; all truths
are to him as one idea, asall places arc but ene
point, and all times one moment. Human
power acls by the ufe of means, the divine
power in and of itfelf. God s poewerful be-
caufe he is willing, his will conftituting his
power, ‘God is good, nothing is more manitelt

" than this truth; goodnefs in man, however,

confifts in a love to his fellow-creatures, and the
goodnefs of God in a love of order: for it is on
fuch order that the connection and prefervation
of all things depend. Again, Godis jult; thig
Iam fully convinced of, asit is the natural con-
fequence of his goodnefs. The injultice of men
is their own work, not his; and that moral dif-

order, which, in the judgment of fome philo~

fophers, makes againlt the {yftem of Providence,
is in main the ftrongeft argument for 1. Ju.

flice in man, indeed, is to render every onc his -

due; but the juftice of God requires, at the
hands of every one, an account of the talents
with which he has intrufted them. L1

In the dilcovery, however, by the force of
reafon, of thofe divine auributes, of which [
have no abfolute idea, I only afhrm what I do
not clearly comprehend, which is in effecl to
affirm nothing. I may fay, itis true, that God
is this or that; I mayLe {enfible of ity and fully
convinced within myfelf that he is fo, I am yet
never the better able to conceive how, or in what
manner he fois. |

In thorty the greater efforts I make to con-
e ' template
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template his infinite eflence, the lefs T am able
to conceive it: but I am certain that he is, gand
that is fuflicient ; the more he furpaffes my con-
ceptions, the more I adore him. I humble my-
felf before him, and fay, ** Being of beings, I
“ am, becaufe thou art; to meditate conti-
* nually on thee, is to elevate my thoughts to
 the fountain of exiftence. The moft merito-
“ rious ule of my reafon is to be annihilated
¢ before thee : 1t is the delight of my foul, to
¢ feel my weak faculties overcome by the fplen-
“ dor of thy greatnefs.” -

After having thus deduced, from the impref-

fions of perceptible objeéts, and that innate
principle which leads me to judge of natural

caules from experience, the moft -important |

trath ; it remains for me to inquire what max-
ims I ought to draw from them, for my con-
duct in life, what rules I ought to prefcribe to

mytelf, in order to fulfil my deftination on earth, -

agrceable to the defign of him who placed ‘me
here.  To purfue my own method, I deduce
not thefe rules from the fublime principles of
philofophy; but find them written in indelible

- characters on my heart. I have only to confult

myfelf concerning what I ought to do; all that
I feel to be right, is right; whatever 1 feel to
be wrong, is wrong : conicience is the ableft of
all cafuilts, and it 15 only when we are traffick-
ing with her, that we have recourfe to the fub-
tilties of lcgical ratiocination. The chief of our
concerns is that of ourfelves; yet how often
have we not been told by the monitor within,
that to purfue our own intereft at the expence of

others would be to do wrong ! Weimagine thus,

that

Go gle '

rtain that

“bre |

m ,
ights to “

wculties

- and that
>, the
" draw

my heart .
0 be right
of all

>courle to
ourlelves
> our own



A TreaTiSE of EpUcaTION. 167
that we are fometimes obeying the impulie of

nature, ‘and we are all the while relifting it : in

-

Aave any notionaf

liftening to the voice of our fenfes, we turn a

deaf ear to the dictates of our hearts 3 the altive

being obeys, the paffive being commands. Con-
{cience is the voice of the foul, the paflions are
the voice of the body. * Is it {furprifing that thefe
two vaices fhould fometimes contradiét each o-
ther; or can it be doubted, when they do, which
ought to be obeyed? Reafon deceives us but too
often, and has given us a right to diftruft her
conclufions ; but confcience never deceives us.
Shc is man’s trueft and fafeft guide; confcience

is in the foul, what inftin&t is in the body *,

Who-

* Modern philofophy, which affects 10 admit of nothing but
what it can. expliin, hath neverthelefs very unadvifedly ad-
mitted of that obfeure faculty.. called infind, which appears to
dire@® arimals to the purpofes of their being, without any ac=-

quifition of knowledge. Inftinét, according to one of our,

greatell philofophers, is a habit deflitule of refleCtion, but ac-
quired by refleftion} thus, from the manner in which he ex-
plains its progrefs, we are led 1o conelude, that children reflett
more than grown perfons ; a ‘paradox [ingular enough to re-
quire fome examination. Without entering, however, into
the difcuffion of it at preicpt, I would only afk what name I
am to give to that eagernefs which my dog fhews to purfue a

mole, - for inftance, which he dees not eat when he ha: caught

it; to that patience with which he ftands watching for them
whole hours, and to that expertne(s with which he makes them
a prey the moment they reach the furface of theearth, and that
in order only to kill them, without ever having been *rained
to n\nl&bunting, of having been taught that moles were bea
neath the {pot ¢ 1 wuuldalE farther, as more important, why
the frft time [ theeaten the fame dog, he throws himfilf down
with his back to the grd:ni:u:u:!,L and his feet raifed ina f'l.ipplia:lt
atiitude, the moft proper of all others to excite my compaffion,
an attitude in which he would not long remain, if T were fo ob=
durate as to beat him lying in fuch a pofture ? Is it pofiible that
a ‘young puppy can have already acquired moral ideas ! Can he
i clemency and generofity ! 'What experience

can
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Whoerer puts himfelf under the condué&t of this
guide, purfues the dire€t path of natutre, and
nced not fear to be mifled. This point is very
important, (purfued my benefattor, perceiving
I was going to interrupt him,) permit me to
detain you a little longer, in order to clear
it up.. '

All the morality of our ations lies in tﬁe _

judgment we ourfelves form of them. If virtue
any thing real, it ought to be the fame in
our hearts s in our aCtions ; and one of the firft
rewards of juftice, is to be coni¢ious of our put-
ting it in practice. If moral goodnefs be agree-
~able to our nature, a man cannot be found of
mind, or perfely conftituted, unlefs he be
good. On the contrary, if it be not fo, and
man 1s naturally wicked, he cannot become
- good without a corruption of his nature j good-
nefs being evidently contrary to his conftitution,

Formed for the deftruition of his fellow-creatures,
as the wolf to devour its prey, an humane and

compaffionate man would be as depraved an a=
nimzl as a meek and lJamb-like ‘wolf, while vir-
tuc only would lcave behind it the flings of re-
morfe. "

Let us exatnine ourfelves, my young friend,
. all

‘en encourage him to hulpu he fhall appeafe me, by givinghim-
{elf up tomy merty ! Almofl all dogs do nearly the fame th
in the fame circumftinces, nor do I advance any thing here
which every one may not ¢onvinee himfelf, Lot the fo=
phers who rejelt fo difdainfolly the tarm inflindf, explain this
faét merely hy operition of our fenfes, and the knowled
tby acquired ; let them explain it, T fay, in a manner fa-
tisfactory to any perfon of common fende, -and I-have no more
® fay in favour of inftimy .

¥
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: nﬂ_yartia&it? apart, and fee which way our in-
clinations tend. Which is moft agreeable to us,

to contemplate the happinefs or the miferics of

others ! 'Which is 'moft pleafing for us to do,
and leaves the moft agreeable reflection behind
it, an act of benevolence or of mifchiet? Kor
whom are we the moft deeply interefted at our
theatres 7 Do you take a pleafure in aéls of vil-
lany ? or do you fhed tears at feeing the authers
of them brought to condign punifhment ? It has
been faid, that every thing is indifferent to us
‘in which we are not interefted: the-contrary,

kowever, istertain, as the foothing endearments

of friendfhip and humanity confole us under af-
fliCtion 5 and even in our plealures we thould be
too folitary, too miferable, if we had nobody to
take them with us. If there be nothing mo-

ral in the heart of man, whence arife thofe
tranfports of admiration and efteem we entertain
for heroic actions, and great minds-? What has
this virtuous enthufiafm to do with our private
intereft ? Wherefore do I rather wifhh to be an
expiring Cato, than a triumphant Cefar ¢! De-
ive our hearts of a matural affe&tion for the
Tublime and beautiful, and you deprive us of all
the pleafures -of life. The man, whofe meaner
paflions have ftifled, in his narrow foul, fuch

delightful {entiments-; he, who, by dint of con-
centrating all his affections within himf{elf, hath

arrived at the pitch of having no regard for any

one elle, is no longer-capable of fuch tranfports; .

his frozen hedart never flutters with joy, ne
fympathetic tendernefs brings the tears into his
eyes 3 he is incapable of enjoymeént; the un-
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happy wretch is void of fenfibility: h-:e is already
dead.

But how great foever may be the number of
the wicked ; there are but few of thele cadave-.
rous fouls, but few perfons fo mfenfthle, if their
own intereft be fet afide, to what is juft and
good. Iniquity never pleafes, unlefs we profit
by it; in every other cafe it 15 natural for us to
defire the protettion of the innocent. Do we
lee, for mﬂ;ance, an act of injuflice or violence
committed in the ftreet, or on the highway; an
emotion of relentment and indignation immedi-
ately rifes in the heart; and incites ms to ftand
up in defence of the injured' or opprefled: but a’
more powerful confideration reftrains us, and
the laws deprive individuals of the right of ta-
king upon themfelves to avenge infulted inno-
cence. On the contrary, if we happen to be
witneffes of any act of compaflion or generofity,
with what adnviration, with what elteem are we
inftantly infpired | who is there that doth not,
on fuch an occafion, fay to himfelf, Would I
had done as much ! It is certainly uf very little
confequence to us whether a man was good or
‘bad who lived two thoufand years ago; and yet*
we are as much affected in this refpe@, by the

1.‘d;zu:mm we meet with in ancient hiftor y a8 if

e tranfadtions recorded had happened in our
own times. & what hurt is the wickednefs of 2
Cataline to me ? am I afraid of: falhn a victim
to his villany? wherefore then do I l.nuk upon
him with the fame horror as if he was my co-

temporary? we do not hate the wicked only be-

caufe their vices are hurtfuly but alfo begaufe
they are wicked. We are not only defirous. of

hap-
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* her laws.
- fhuns himfelf; he turns his eyes on every fide,
~ in fearch of objeéis to amufe him; without an.
opportunity for fatire and railler}f, be would be-

~and infult.
the jl.lﬂ: is mtn:mai; his fmiles are not thofe of * -
: the lource of them is found

15 as cheerful when alone; as-
in the m:d‘ﬁ aﬁan aflembly he derives nat con--

‘malignity, but of joy:
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happinefs for ourfelves, but alfo for the happi-

nefs of others; and when that happinefs does
not diminifh ours, it neceflanly increafes it,
In a word, we cannot help {fympathifing with

‘the unfﬂﬂunate, and always {uffer when we are

witnefles to their mifery. The moft perverle
naturcs cannot be altogether divelted of this
fympathy ; though we fee it frequently makes
them act in contradiction to themfelves. The
robber who ftrips the pafienger on the highway,
will frequently diftribute his {poils, to cover the
nakednefs of the poor; and the moft barbarous
aflafin may be induced humanely to fupport a
man falling into a fit.

We hear daily of the cries of rﬁmﬂrfﬂ, andd

‘the goadings of confcience, for fecret crimes;.

and fee remarkable inftances of their frequently
bringing them to light. Alas! who is a total

Atranger to this imporcunate voice ? we [peak of

it from experience, and would be glad to ﬁlence
fo difagreeable a fonitor. But let us be obedi--

“ent to nature; we know that her govEernment 1s

ever mild and gracicusy and that Ilmhmg 15
more agreeable than that teftimony of a good
conicience, which ever follows our obfervance of
The wicked man is afraid of, and

alw:i]ra fad: bis enly p!l:ai'urd lics in mm:kcr}r

On the contrary, the ferenity of
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tentment from thofe who approach him, but . ip , amidlt
communicates it o them. . where find
" Caft your eye over the feveral nations of the . An cient
world, take a retrofpetive view of their hifte- nifhed on
zies.  Amidft all the many inhuman and abfurd '
forms of worfhip, amidft all the prodigious di- (Prete
verfity of manners and charalters, you will e- ' pallions .
véry where find the fame ideas of juftice and ho- ;)1 ; mo ial
nefty, the fame notions of good and evil. An- ng the
cient Pagamfm adopted the mofl abominable e of
deities, which it would have puniflied on earth | Ro mans
as infamous criminals; deities that prefented no st died
othér picture of fupreme happinefs, than the s Were
commiflion of crimes, and the gratification of “ hat of th
their paflions. But vice, armed even with {a- n that of the
to heaven .

cred authority, defcended in vain on earth ; ma-=
ral inftinf influenced the human heart to remlt | ¢ of juftice
againit it. Even in celebraring the debaucheries
~of Jupiter, the world admired and refpeted the
continence of Zenocrates; the chafte Lucreria
adored the impudent Venus; the intrepid -Ro-
mans facrificed to Fear; they invoked the god
who difabled. his father, @nd yet died without
murmuring by the hand of theirs; the moft
contemptible divinities were adored by the no-
bleft of men. The voice of nature, more power-

~ ful than that of the gods, made itfelf refpeéted
on carth, and ﬁ:ﬁmﬂd to ha.vi: bamﬂied vice to
heaven.

| iiThere ﬂ}dtntly exifls, thcrcfurc, in the foul

. of man, an innate principle of juftice and good- -

- mefs; by which, in fpite of our own maxims,

we approve or condemn the ations of ourfelves .

. and others: to this principle it is thal: I give the -

\ appellatmn of confcience.
At

condemn
| appellation
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At this word, however, I hear the clamour

of our pretended philofophers; who all exclaim
about the miftakes of infancy, and the prejudi-
ces of education.
in the human mind but what is inftilled by ex-

perience ; nor can we judge of any thing but

from the ideas we have acquired. Nay, they
go farther, and venture to rejet the univerfal
{enfe of all nations; feeking fome obfcure exam-
ple known only to themfﬂlves, éﬂ controvert this
ftriking uniformity in the judgment of mankind,
as if all the natural inclinations of man were an-
nihilated by the depravation of one people, and
as if,  when monflers appeared, the {pecies itfelf
were extinét. But what end did it ferve to the
fceptical Montaigne, to take fo much trouble to

difcover,. in an obfcure corner of the world, a:

cuftom oppofed to the common notions of ju-
ftice? What end did it anfwer for him to place

a confidence in the moft fufpicious travellers,.

which he refufed to the moft celebrated writers?
Should a few whimfical and uncertain cuftoms,
founded on local motives unknown to us, inva-

lidate a general indution, drawn from the u-
nited concurrence of all nations, contradi€ting

each other in every other point, and agreeing

only in this? You pique yourfelf, Montaigne, .
m&emg ingenuous and fincere; give us a proof,
if it be in the power of a philofopher, .of your
: tell me if there be any-
country upon_earth, m which it is deemed a:
crime to be ﬁncere, compaflionate, beneficent, .
" and generous; in ‘which an honeft man is defpi--

frankmnefs and veracit

cable, and knavery held in efteem?
It is pretended that every one contributes to

| i § _the:
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the public good for his own intereft ; but whence

comes it that the virtuous man contributes to it, -

to his prejudice? Can a man la}f dewn his life

for his own interefi ? It is certain all our a&mns g

are influenced by a view to cur own gﬂud but
unlefs we take moral good into the account,
none but the actions of the wicked can be ever
explained by motives of private intereft  We i-
magine, indeed, no more will be attempted; as
that would be tgp abominable a kind of philofo-
phy, by which we fhould be puzzled to account
tor virtuous actions ; or could extricate ourfelves
out of the difficulty mﬂ]r by attributing them to
bafe defigns and finifter views, by debafing a
Socrates, and calumniating a Regulus, If ever
fuch doftrines fhould gake rife among us, the
voice of nature as well as of reafon would check
their growth, and leave not even one of thofe
who inculcate them the fimple excule of being
fincere.

It is not my defign here to enter into fuch
metaphyfical inveftigations, 2s [urpafs both your
capacity and mine, and which in falt are ufe-
lefs. % ‘have already told you I would not
talk philofophy to you, but only aflift you to
confult your own heart. 'Were all the philofo-
phers in Europe to prove me in the wron
if you were fenfible I was in the nght, I fh&
defire nothing more.

To this end yon need only to dlﬂmgmih be‘-'-

tween our acquired ideas, and our natural fen-
timents; for we are fenfible before we are intel-
ligent; and, as we do not learn to defire our
own good, and to avoid what is evil, but pof-
fels this defire immediately from nature, fo the

love
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love of virtues and hatred of vice are as natural
as the love of ourfelves. The operations of con-
fcience are not intellectual, but fentimental:
for though all cur ideas are acquired from with-
out, the fentiments which eftimate them arife
from within; and it is by thefe alone, that we
‘know the agrecment or difagrecment which ex-
ifts between us and thofe things which we ought
to feek or thun.

To c:nﬂ:. is, with us, to be fcnl"]:lﬂ, our fen=-
fibility is inconteftably prior to our intelligence,
and we were poflefled of {entiment before we
formed idecas. Whatever was the caule of our
being, it hath provided for our prefervation
in [urnithing us with fentiments agrecable to
our conflitution, nor can it pollibly be denied
that thefe at leaft are innate. Th:ft: fentiments
are in the individual, the loveof himlelf, aver-

fion to pain, dread of death, and the defire of -

hapl:nm:fs But if, as 1t cannot be doubted,
~ man is by nature a focial being, or at leaft fnr-

med to become fuch, his fociability ahf'ulu:cly
requires that he fhould be farnithed with other
innate fentiments relative to his fpemea for to
confider only the pl}yﬁcal wants of men, it would
certainly be better for them to be difperfed than
affembled.

Now, it is from this moral fyﬂem, formed
by its duplicate relation to himfelf and his fel-
low-creatures, that the 1m1!rulfe of confcience
arifes. To know what is virtuous, is not to
love virtue. Man has no innate knowledge of
virtue; but no fooner is it made known to him
by rca{nn, than cmtmcnce induces him to lov:

- an
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and admire-it: this is the innate fenumént [
mean.

. I cannot think 1t impoflible, therefore, to ex-
plain from natural confequences, the immedi-
atc principle of confcicnce independent of rea-
fon; and, though it were impofhble, it is not at
all neceflary : for fince thole who reject this prin-
ciple (admicted however, and acknnnlcdgcd in
gtntlal by all mankind) do not prove its non-ex»
iftence, but content themfelves with afirming
it only; fo when we allirin that it doth exilt, we
fland at leafl on as good footing as thﬁ}'; anﬂ'
have befides that internal teflimony for us, the
voice of confeience depofing in behalf of itfelf,

If the firft glimmerings of the underftanding
dazzle our fight, and make objects appear at
firft obfcure er confufed, let us wait bur a lit-
tle while rill our oprics recover themielves

and gather firength, and we fhall prefently fee

- thofe fame objeéts, by the light of reafon, to be
fuch as nature at firft prefented them : or rather
let us be more fimple and lefs vain; let us con-
fine ourfelves to the fentiments we firft difcover-
ed, as it is to thofe our well regulated ftudies
mu& always recur.

.7 O confcience! confcience ! tlwu divine in-
" ftin@, thou certain gutda of an ignorant and
confined, though intelligent and free being j
tthou infallible judge of good and evil, who ma+
keft man to refemble the Deity; in thct confift
the excellence of our nature and the morality of

our ations: without thee I perceive nothing in
myfelf that fhould elevate me above the brutes,
except the melancholy privilege of wandering
from error to error, by the afliftance of an un-
govern-
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governable underftandmg, and unprmm ipled rea-
fon.

Thank heaven, we are delivered from this
formidable apparatus of philofophy: we can be
men without being fages; withont {pending our
days in the ftudy of morality, we poflefs, at a
cheaper rate, a more certain, guide through the

‘immenfe and perplexing labynnrh of human o-

pinions. It is not enough, however, that fuch
a guide exiits, it is neceflary to know and follow
him. If he {peaks to all hearts, it may be faid
how comes it that {o few underﬂand him? It is,
alas! becaufe he fpeaks to us in the language of

‘nature, which every thing confpires to make us

forget. Confcicnce is timid, fhe loves peace
and retirement; the world and its noife terrify
her: the prejudices fhe has campelled fo give
rife te, are her moit cruel enemies, before
whom fhe is filent, or avoids their prefence;
their louder voice entirely overpowers her’s, and

_prevents her being- heard 3 fanatici{fm counter-
feits her nature, and diftates in her name the

greatclt of crimes. 'Thus, from being often re-

Jected, fhe at length ceafes to fpeak to us, and

anfwers not our inquiries; after being long held
in contempt, alfo, it colts us as much trouble

to recally as it did at firft to banifh her from nu‘:ﬁ#;

bofoms.
How often have I found rnjfe]f fatlgued in

« my refearches, from my indifference! How of-
ten have unealinels and dilguft, poifoning my

meditations, rendered them infupportable! My
infenfible heart was fufceptible only of a luke-
warm and languifhing zeal for truth. 1 faid to

myfelf, Why fhould I take the trouble to feck
after

Go gle

L
L]

[ophy : we
f morality ,
“and

\at [uch a
nearts , it
e he

ike us

and 1ts

er molt

ir louder

~1[m counter

rom being
inquiries ;
call , as 1t

fference !

1and
to [eek



‘198 EMILIUS; or,.' BookIV.

after things that have ne exiftence? Virtue is a
mere chimera, nor is there any thing defirable
but the pleafures of fenfe. When 4 man hath
‘once loft a tafte for the pltai‘ums of ‘the mind,
how difficult to recover it! How much more ﬁlf—
ficulr is it alfo for one to acquire fuch a taite,
who never pofleffed it! If there be in the world
a man fo miferable as never to have done an ac-
tion in his life, theswrcmembranee of which muft
make him fatished with him{c1lf; that man muit
be ever incapable of fuch a tafte; and for want
of being able to perceive that goodnefs which is
conformable to his nature, mufl of neceility re-
main wicked as he is, and eternally miferable.
But can you believe there exilts on earth an hu-
‘man creature fo-depraved as never to have given
‘up his heart to the inclination of doing good?
The temptation is fo natural and feductive, that
it is impollible always to refift it; and the re-
membrance of the pleafure it hath once given
us, is fufficient to reprefent it to us ever after-
wards, Unhappily this propenhity is at firft dif-
ficult to gratify; there are a thoufand reafons fﬂr
our not complying with the dictates of ‘our’

thearts; the falfe prudence of the world confines

our good inclinations to ourfelves, and all our

fortitude is n:ccﬂ'ar}f to caft off the yekes To .

take a pleafure in virtuc is the reward of having
I:!-een ﬂrtunus,_nﬂr is this puze to be EBtaxned

till it be merited. Nothing is more amiable '
than virtue, but we muft pﬂﬂlﬂfs it, in order to -

find it fuch. When we court at firft its embra-
ces, it aflumes, like Proteus in the fable, a,

-thnufand terrifying fd-'fms, and d:fb‘iayu; at?aﬁ; ,
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its own, only to thefe who are tenacious of their
hold.. '

Wavering perpetually . between my natural
fentiments, tending to the general good of man-
kind, and my recafon, cen ing every thing to
my own, I fhould have remained, all my life in
this continual dilemma, doing evil, yet loving

good, in conftant contradiCtion with myfelf, had .

not new knowledge enlightened my heart; had
not the truth, which determined my opinions,
afcertained alfo my conduct, and rendered me
confiftent. Itis in vain to attempt the eftablifh-

ment of virtue on the foundation of reafon alonej
what folidity is there in fuch a cafe? Virtue, it

is faid, is the love of order; but can, or ought,
this love of order, to prevail ‘over ¢ it of my

own happinels? Let there be given me a cléar
- and fufficient rcafon for my giviuﬁ%&
ference. This pretended principle is, at the

pre-

bottom, only a mere play upon words; as 1 may
as well fay, that vice alfo confifts in the love of
order taken-in a different fenfe. There is fome
kind of moral order in every being that has fen-
timent and intelligence. 'The difference is, that
a good being regulates himfelf according to the
general order of things, and a wicked being re-
gulates things agreeable to his own private in-
terelt: the latter makes himfelf the centre of all
things, and the former meafures his radius, and
difpofes himfelf in the circumference. Here he
is arranged, with refpedt to the common centre,

as God, and with refpect to all concentric cir-

cles, as his fellow-creatures. If there be no

God, the wicked man only reafons right, the

good man is a mere focl.
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O my.child! may you be one day - fenfible
how great a weight we are relieved from, when,
having exhaufted the vanity of human opinions,
and tafted of the bitternefs of the paflions, we
{ee ourfelves at laft fo near the path to wildoms
the reward of our good actions, and the fource
of that happinefs we had defpaired to attain.
Every duty preferibed by the laws of nature,
though almoft effaced from my heart by the in-
juftice of mankind, again revived at the name
of that eternal juftice, which impofed them, and

was 2 witnefs to my difcharge of them. Ifeein

mylelf nothing more than the work and inftru-
ment of a fuperior being, defirous of, and doing
good; defirous alfo of effefting mine, by the
concurteace of my will to his ewn, and by ma-
king a right ufe of my liberty. 1 acquicfee in
the regularity and order he hath eftablithed, be~
ing certain of enjoying one day or other that or-
der in myfelf, and of finding my happinels there-
in: for what can afford greater felicity than to

perceive one’s fclf making a part of a fyltem,

where every thing is conftrudled aright? On
every occafion of pain or forrow, I fupport them
with paticnce, refletting that they are tranfito-

ry, and that they are derived from a body which
is detached from myfelf. 1f1 do a good action

in fecret, I know that it is neverthelefs feen,

and make the confideration of another lifey the
rule of my ¢onduct in this, 1f I am ‘ever dealt’

with unjuftly, I fay to myfelf, That juft Being
who governs all things, knows how to indemni-

fy me. My corporeal neceflities, and the mife-
ries infeparable from this mortal life, make the’

apprehenfions of death mere fupportable. I have! :

~ heace

.

-
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hence fo many chains the lefs to break when I
am obliged to quit this mortal {cene. £

For what reafon my foul is thus fubjected to
my organs of fenfe, and chained to a body which
lays it under fo much reftraint, I know not; nor
prefume to enter into the decrees of the Al-
mighty. But I may without temerity form 2
mﬂdeg conjeclure or two on this head. I re-
flet, that, if the mind of man had remaintd
perfe&tly free and pure what merit could he
have pretended to, in admiring and purfuing
that order which he faw already eftablithed, and
which he would lie under no temptation to di-
flurb? It is truc he would have been happy; but
he could not have atrained that moft fublime de-
gree of felicity, the glory of virtue and the tefti-
mony of a good confcience; we fhould in fuch
a cafe have been no hetter than the angels, and
without doubt a virtuous man will be one day
much fuperior. Being united on earth to a
mortal body, by ties not lefs powerful than in-
comprehenible, the prefervation of that body
becomes the great concern of the foul, and
makes its prefent apparent interefts contrary tothe
general order of things, which it is neverthelefs
capable of fecing and admiring. It is in this
{icuation, that the making a good ufe of his li-
berty becomes-at once his merit and his reward;
and that he prepares for himfelf eternal happi-
~_mefs, in combating his earthly paflions, and pre-
{erving the primitive purity of his will. |

But even fuppofing, that, in cur prefent {late
of depravity, our primitive propenfities were
fuch as they ought to be; yet if all our vices are
derived from ourfelves, why do we complain

VoL, IL ; that

L]

Go gle

tal [cene . .

| ned to a
nter 1nto

- onjecture

fectly free

‘rg that
1o

| not have

- tefti mony
the angels ,
united on

, the

es its

t1s

1e making a

1at he

5, and pre

d from



18 ‘EM_ILIUS;W-, Book 1V,

that we are fubjeCted by them? why do weims»

pute to the Creator thofe evils which we bring

on ourfelves, and thofe armies we arm againft
our own happinefs? Ah! let us not fpoil the
man of nature, and he will always be virtuous
without conflraint, and happy without remorfe!
The criminals, who pretend they are com-
pelled to fin, are as falfe as they are wicked: is
it impoffible for them not to' fee that the weak-
nefs they complain of is their owh work; that
their firlt depravation was owing to their own
will; that by their wilfully yielding at firlt to
temptations, they at length find them irrefifti-

ble? It is true, they now cannot help their being*

weak and wicked; but it is their fault thar they
at firft became fo. How cafily might men pre-
ferve the maftery over themfelves and their paf+

fions, even during life, if, before their vitious

habits are acquired, when the faculties of the

mind are juft beginning to be difplayed, th‘gr

fhould employ themlelves 'on thofe objeéts whi

it is neceflary for them to know, in order to
judge of thole which are unknown ; if they were
fincerely delirous of acquiring knowledge, not
with a view to-make a parade in the eyes of o-
‘thers, but in order to render themielves wile,
good, and happy, in the prattice of théir natu-
ral duties! This fludy appears difficult, becaufe

we only apply to it, after being alricgcur' -

ed by vice, and made flaves to our paflions.
Eace our judgment and efteem on objefts be-
“fore we arrive at the knowledge of good and e-

vil, and then referritig every thing to that falfe

ftandard, we hold nothingin its due eftimation.

The hearty at a certain age, while it is yet

 free,
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free, arduous, 1chlefs, and anxious after happi- lu

nefs, is- ever feeking it with an impatient and
uncertain curiofity ; when deceived by the {en-
{es, it fixes on the thadow of 1t, and imagines it
to be found where it doth not exift. This illu- yody
fion hath prevailed too long with me. I difco-

and have

. vered ity alas! too late; and have not been able ,l;:;?tno
entirely to remove it: no, it will remain with : obftaczle o
me as long as this mortal body, which gave rife
to it. It may prove as fedultive; however, as e of body,
it will, 1t can no longer deceive me. T know it hall. _
for what it is, and even while I am mifled by it, py in this
defpife it. So far from clteeming it an object oreign to
of happinefs, I fee it is an obftacle to it. Hence, ay thence
1 long for that moment when I fhall fhake off
this incumbrapce of body, and be myfelf, with-
out inconfiftency or participation with matzer, r, and
and {hall depend on myfelf only to be happy. - e order of
In the mean time, I make myfelf happy in this : y admire it
life, becaule I bold the evils of life as trifling n his

in themfzlves ; as almoft foreign to my beings
.and conceive at the fame time, that all the real
good which may thence be deduced depends on
myfelf. . '

i

faculties in
e . I praile

‘o anticipate as much as poflible that defirable
ftatc of happincfs, power, and liberty, I exer-
cife my mind in fublime contemplations. I me-

- ditate on the order of the univerfe, not indeed
with a view to explain it by vain fyftems, but to
admire it perpetually, and to adore its all-wife
Creator, whofe features I trace in his workman-
fhip. 'With him [ am thus enabled to converfe,
and to exert my facultics in the contemplation
of his divine eflcnce; I am affeCted by his bene-

“ficence. 1 praife him for his mercies, but never

: ¢ 5 fo
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fo far forget myfelf as to pray. For what fhould
I afc of him¢ That he fhould for my fake per-
vert the order of things, and work miracles in

m} favour? Shall T who ought to love and ad- -

mire above all things, that nrder which is efta-
blifhed by his wifdom, and maintained by his
providence, defire that fuch order fhould he bro-
ken for me? Noj fuch a rafh petition would ra-
ther merit punifhment than acceptance. . Nor
can I pray to him for the power of afting aright,
tor why fhonld I petition for what he hath al-
ready given me? Has he not given me confci-
ence to love virtue, reafon to know what it is,
and liberty to make it my choice? If I do evil,

I have no excule, I do it becaufe I will; to de- *

fire him to change my will, is to require that of
him which he requires of me: this would be to
defire him to do my werk, while 1 receive the

reward,  Not to be content with my fituation

in the order of things, is to defire to be no long-

~er aman; it is to wifh things were othecrwile

conftituted than they are, to wifh for evil and
diforder. No, thou Souree of juftice and trath,
God ! merciful and juft! placmg my cunﬁdenﬂe

in thee, the chief defirc of my heast is, that

thy will be done. By rendering my will con-
formable to thine, I act as thou doft, I acquieice

in thy goodnefls, and conceive myfelf already a
partaker of that fupreme felicity which i is its re-

ward.

- The only l:'hmg which, under a juft d:ﬁdmce .

of mylelf, 1 requelt of htm, or rather expect
from his juftice, is, that he will corre€t my er-
rors when 1 go aftray.

I do not think my 3udgmcnt infallible ; fuch
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my opinions as feem to be the beft founded,
may neverthelefs be falle; for what man hath
not his opinions, and how few are there who a-
gree in every thing? It is to no purpofe that the
illufions by which I am mifled arife from my-
felf; it is he alone can diffipate them. I have
done every thing in my power to arrive at truth;
but its fource is elevated beyond my reach: if
my faculties fail me, in what am I culpable! It
is neceflary for truth to-floop to my capacity.”
The good prieft fpoke with fome earneftnefs 5
he was moved, and I was alfo greatly affefted.
¥ imagined myfelf attending. to the divine Or-
'ihtus, finging his hymns, and teaching man-
ind the worfhip of the gods. A number of
‘objetions, however, to what he had faid, fug-
gefted themfelves; though I did not urge one,

i T

becaule they were lefs folid than perplexing;

and, though not convinced, I was neverthelefs
perfuaded he was in the right.  In proportion

as he fpoke to me from the convidlion of his

own confcience, mine confirmed me in the
truth of what he faid..

* The fentiments you have been delivering, f2id-
I. to him, appear newer to me in what you
confefs yourfelf ignorant of, than in what you:
profefs to believe. [ fee in the latter nearlythat’
theifm or natural religion, which Chriftians af--
fect to confound with atheiflm-and impiety,
though in fa&t diamertrically oppofite. In the-

prefent. ficuation of my mind, 1 find it difficult

to adopt precilely your opinions, and to be as:
wife as you. To be at leaft as fincere,however;-

I' will confult my own vonfcience on thefe points.
It is that internal

et
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to vour example, ought to be my conduétor,
and you have yourfelf taught me, that, after ha-
ving impofed filence on it for along time, it is
not to be awakened again in a moment. I will
treafure up your difcourle in my hearty, and me-
ditate thereon. If, when I have duly weighed
it, 1 am as mueh convinced as you, 1 willtruft
'you as my apoftle, and will be your profelyte
till death. Go on, hewever, to inftrut me 3
you have only informed me of half whatI ought
to know. Give me your thoughts of revelation,
the feriptures, and thofe myfterious doctrines,
concerning which 1 have been in the dark from
my infancy, without being able to conceive or

believe them, and yet not knowing how either

to admit or reject them.

Yes, my dear child, faid he, I will proceed

to tell you what I think farther ; I meant not to
epen to you my heart by halves: but the defire
which you exprefs to be mformed in thefe parti-
“culars,- was neceflary to authorife me to be to-
tally without referve. I have hitherto told you

nothing but what I thought might be ufeful to-

you, and in the truth of whichl am moft firmly

perfuaded. The examination which I am now

going to make, is very different ; prefenting to

my view nothing but perplexity, myfterioufnefs, -
" and obfcurity: I enter on it therefore with di- *

ftruft and uneertainty; I almoft tremble to de-

_termine about any thing, and fhall rather in-

form you therefore of my doubts than of my o-
Einiﬂns- Were your own fentiments more con-

rmed, I fhould hefitate to acquaint you with
mine; but in your prefent fceptical fituation,

SRR
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A Treatise of EpucaTioN, 187
you will be a gainer by thinkingasI do *. Let

my difcourfe, however, carry with it no greater
authority than that of reafon ; for 1 plainly con-
fefs myfelf ignorant whether I am in the right

or wrong. It is diﬂiéuit, indeed, in all difcuf- .

fions, net to aflume fometimes an affirmative
tone; but remember that 41l my affirmations,
in treating thefe nlatters, are only fo many ra-
tional doubts. I leave you to inveftigate the
truth of them ; on my part, I can only promife
to be fincere. |

You will ind my expofition treat of nothing.
more than natural religion ; it i1s very flrange
that we fhould (tand in need of any other +! By
what means can I find out fuch neceflity? In
what refpect can I be culpable, for ferving God
agreeably to the dictates of the undefMtanding
he hath given me, and the fentiments he hath
implanted in my heart £ What purity of merals,
what fyﬁem of faith ufeful to man, or honour-

able to the Creator, can I deduce from any po-

fitive

L

* This, I conceive, is what the good curate means to fay
alfo to the public. r

+ The tranflator of the Engliflr edition in 8vo, has here the
following note. ¢ Theauthor does not here deliver his own
fentiments, but thofe of a moden Deift, reprefented by the

prielt of Savoy, who follows the footfteps of the Pagan phile--

fuphers, in conforming to-the pratice of a religion which he
did not believe. ‘The arguments contain nothing new ; no-

. thing but what has beco often anfwered by our own divises,
.and particularly by the learacd Dr Clarke, inhis diftonrfc on

the truth and certainty of the Chriftian revelation; where he
demon(trates the infufficiency of natarsl religion, ths neceili.
mmd ufe of divine revelation, and the jult grounds of Chri-

ianity, S? allo the learned and religious Dr Stanhope, ia
his ed‘i,;{onu Monfitur Charron, vol. ii. p. 11e. where he re~
futes the objections of that writer againltthe diviae onigin of

# - ¥ P L L,
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fitive do&rines, that T cannot deduce as well
without it, from a good ufe of my natural fa-
culties ? Let any one fhew me what can be ad-
ded, either for the glory of God, the good of

fnmet'_gr, or my own advantage, to the ubhgatmns __

we are laid under by nature; let him thew me
what virtue can be produced from any new wor-
fhip, whichis not allo the coniequence of mine.
The molt fublime ideas of the Deity are incul-
cated by reafon alone. Take a view of the:
works of nature, liften to the voice withing and:
then tell me what God hath omitted to fay to
your,fight, your conicience, your underitand-
ing ! Where are the men who can tell us more of
him than he thus tells of himfelf? Their reve-
lations only dcbafe the Deity, in aferibing to
him human paffions. So far from giving usen-
lightened notions of the Supreme Being, their
particular tenets, in my opinion, give us the moft
obfcure and confufed ideas. To theinconceivable
m]rﬂ;f:nr:s by which the Deity is hid from our
view, they add the moft abfurd contraditions..
They ferve to make men proud, perfecuting, and
cruel ; inftead of eftablithing peace on- earth,

they bring fire and fword. 1 afk myfelf to what
good purpofe tends all this, without being able

to refolve the queftion, artificial religion prefents

to my view onlythe wickedneis and mileries of

mankind. TN

I am told, indeed, that? femaliiiin 6 mceﬂiryk
to tecach mankind the manner in which God
would be ferved; as a proof of this they bring
the diverfity of whimfical modes of worlhip

which prevail in the world; and that without
remarking that this very d.lmﬁty arifes from the 4k

-*hm*
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whim of adopting revelations. Ever fince men
have taken it into their heads to make the Deity
fpeak, every people make him fpeak in their
own way, and fay what they like beft. Had
they liftened only to what the Deity hath faidto
their hearts, thcre would have been but one re-
ligion on earth.

It is neceffary that the worfhip of God fhould
be uniform, I “uuld have it fo: but this is a
point fo very importanty that the whole appa-
ratus of divine power was neceflary to eftablifly
it? Let us not confound the ceremonials of re-
ligion with religion itfelf. "T'he worfhip of God
demands that of the heart; and this, when itis
fincere, is ever uniform ; men muft entertain
very ridiculous notions of the Deity, indeed, if
they imagine he can intereft himﬂ:]{m the gown
or caffock of a prieit, in the order of wnrds he

ronounces, or in the geftures and genuflections

e makes at the altar.  Alas! my friend, where
is the ule of kneeling? Stand as upright as you
will, you will be always near Enﬂugh the earth.
God requires to be worfhipped in {pirit and in
truth : this is a duty incambent on men of all

-religions and countries. With regard to ex-
terior forms, if, for the {ake of peace and good

order, their umfurmlt:i be expedient, it is mére-
Iy an affair of government; the adminiftration
of which furelv requires not the aid of revelation.

Idid not fet out, at firft, with thefc reflec-
tions. Hurried on by the prejudices of educa-
tion, and by that dangerous felf-conceit, which
ever elates mankind above their fphere, as I
could not raife my feeble conceptions to the Su-
preme ang, I endeavoured to debafe him to

wy
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my ideas: Thus I conneéted relations infinite-
ly diftant from each other, comparing the in- .
comprehenfible nature of the Deity with my
own. I requlred ftill farther a more immedjate
communication with the ]me:tf, and more
particular inftrutions cuncermng his mll, not
content with reducing God to a fimilitude with. l
man, ‘I wanted to be farther diftinguithed b{‘ L 1s [etout,

bis favour, and to enjoy fuptrnatural l:ghts ) :ligion only
longed for an exclufive and peculiar privilege of ach are
adoration, and that God fhould have revealed to of

me what he had kept fecret from others, or that of them in
others fhould not underftand his rﬂrelmmn; fo > reft are

well as mylelf.

Looking on the point at which I was arrwed,
as that whcnre all belicvers fet out, in order to
reach ‘an en! ightf:nf:d mode of worfhip, I re-
garded natural religion“only as the-elements of
all rehgmn 1 tmE a furvey of that variety of
fefts which are feattered over the face of thu i
earth, ahd who mutually accufe each other of -
falfchood and error: 1 afked which of them was
in the right! Every one of them in their turns
anfwered, theirs. 1and my partifans only think
truly ; a]l the reft are miftaken. But how ao
you know that your je& is in the right ? Becaufe
God hath declared fo. 4nd whe tells you Gnﬂ
hath declared fo? My fpiritual guide, whl:r
it well. My paftor tells me to believe fo
{0, and accordingly 1 believe it: he aflures me
that every one who fays to the contrary, fpeaks
falfely ; and therefore 1 liften to nuhndy whq-
controverts his dotrine *, _ 5

- How

¢ ¢« All of them,” favs a good and learned prieft, ¢ do in 3 éo

yod hath

de , who

7 I believe it
and
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How, thoughtI, is not the truth every where
the fame ? Is it poffible that what is true with
one perfon can be falfe with another ? If the me-
thod taken by him who is in the right, and by
him who is in the wrong, be the fame, what
merit ordemerit hath the one more than the o-
ther ? Their choice is the effeét of accident, and

' i to

ra

effeét aflume to themfelves that declaration of the apoftle 5 nat
1:_;“ men, wcither by man, nor of eny other creatwre, but of God,
S 15 I8
“ Buot if we lay afide all flactery and difguile, and fpeak free-
Iy to the point, there will be found very little or nothingat the
bottom of all thefe mighty ooaflings. For, whatever man
may fay or think to the contrary, it is manifelt, that all {ores
of religion are banded down and received by human methads,
T'his feems to he [ufliciently plain ; firlt, from the man+
ner of religion’s ﬁtlting ground in the world ; and that whether
we regard the fielt general planting of any perfuaiion, or the
method of its gaining now upon private perfons. For whence
is the daily increafe of any feét? Does not the nation to which
we belong, the country where we'dwell, nay, thetown or the
family in which we were born, commonly give us our religion:
we rake that which is the growth of the icil j and wharever we
were born in the milik of, and bred up to, that profcflion we
fHill keep. We are circumeifed or baptized, Jews, or Chrifti.
ans, or Mihometans, before we ean be fenfible that we are
men; fo that religion is not the generality of people's choice,
but their fatey not {o much their own aét and cl&ci s the a&t
of m,.hﬂs for antl upon them —Were religion our own free
cheicc, and the refult of our ownjudgment, the life and man-
ners of men conld not be at fo valt a diftance and manifell dif-
‘apreement from their principles s nor could they, upon every
flight and eemmon oecafion,* aft fo diveétly contrary to the
'whole tenor and delign of their religion.”  Charren of i ifugamn,
bosk il. ¢hap. s. The Englith tranflator obierves, that the fore-
‘going paflage is'taken from Dr Sianhope’s tianflation of Char-
ron. See the Dlofter’s excellent note on that paflage, vol. k.
P 110, ° N 1R L F bie iy
It is very probable, that the fincere profeflion of faith of the

virtuons theologion of Condom, was ot vary dilfirent from
“that of the yicar of Savuy. Xy -
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to impute 1¢ to them 15 unjuft: it is to reward or
punifh them for being born in this or that coun-
try. To fay that the Decity can judge us in
this manner, is the higheft impeachment of his
juftice. i
Now, either all religions are good and agree-
able to God, or if there be one which he hath
di¢tated to man, and will punifth him for re-
jecting, he hath certainly diftihguifhed it by
manifeft figns and tokens, as the only true one.
Thefe figns are common to all times and places,
and are equally obvious to all mankind, to the
young and old, the learned and ignorant, .to
Europeans, Indians, Africans, and Savages. If
there be only one religion in the world that can
prevent our fuffering eternal damnation, and
there be on any part of the earth a fingle mortal
who 1s fincere, and is not convinced by its evi-

dence, the god of that religion muft be the moft

iniquitous and cruel of tyrants. Would we
feek the truth therefore in fincerity, we mult
lay no firefs on the place and circumftance of
cur birth, nor on the authority of fathers and
- teachers; but appeal to the diltates of reafon
and conicience concernin

taught us in our youth. It is to no purpofe to

bid me fubjeft my reafon to the truth of things
«of which it 1s incapacitated to judge ; the man

who would impofe on me a falfehood, may bid
me do the fame: it is neceflary, therefore, 1
fhould employ my reafon even to know when it

ought to fubmit. - PR N
All the theology I am myfelf capable of ac-

Beok IV. |

every thing that is

T

‘quiring, by taking a profpect of the univerfe,

and by the proper ufe of my faculties, is confined
‘ ERE

Gogle —

-

o |

orn in this or

igheft

‘e one which

tainly
[e [igns are
d , to the

cans , and

r [uffering
who 1s
mult be the
in [incerity ,

1the

nd

' no purpole

tated to

the f[ame : it
| 1t ought to

¢t of the




> to

ATreaTisE of EDUCATION. 193 n : for all
to what 1 have laid down above. 'To know ulral msans
more, we muft have recourfé to extraordinary le to be
means. - Thefe means cannot depend on the ile he [ays
authority of men : for all men being of the fame  the bottom
fpecies with myfelf, whatever another can by ven me for
natural means come to the knowledge of, 1 can
do the fame; and another man 14 as liable tobe .

u deceived as I am : when I believe therefore what t [till to
he fays, it is not becaufe he fays it, but becaufe " That indeed
he proves it.  The teftimony of mankind, there- . vhom hath
fore, is at the bottom of that of my reafon, and ling - of it ?

adds nothing to the natural means God hath gi-

: - -are certain
ven me for the difcovery of the truth.

‘What then can even the apoftle of truth have gglfm;n
to tell me, of which I -am not ftill to judge ? cn nave
But God bimfelf hath [poken ; lifien to the vaice manifelting
; of revelation. "That indeed is another thing. : be [een ?
'= God hath fpoken! This is faying a great deal : Vho were
but to whom hath he fpeken? He hath [poken to Lys men,
man. How comes it then that I heard nothing - conftantly

of it ! He bath appointed others to teach you his
word, 1 underitand you : there are certain men
who are to tell me what God hath faid. I had
much rather have heard it from himfelfs this,
had he fo pleafed, he could eafily have done :
and I {hould then have run norifk of deception. -
’ Will it be faid I am fecured from that, by his
manifelling the miflion of his meflengers by mi- *
racles? Where are thefe miracles to be feen ¢
Are they related only in books? Pray who wrote
thefe books ?——Men.——Who were witnefles
to thefe miracles 7 Men.—— Always human tef-
timony ¢ It is always men, that tcll me what
~ether men have told them. What a number of
- thefe are conftantly between me and the Deity!
s VioTe Ihe e R o s Il T We.
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194 EMILIUS; o, BooklIV.

"We arc always reduced to the neceflity of exa~
mining, comparing, and verifying fuch evidence.
O, that God had deigned to have faved me all

th;s trouble! fhould I have ferved him with a ;

léfs willing heart ?

Confider, my friend, in what a terrible dif-
cufion I am ;ilrﬂadjr‘engﬁgﬂd; what immenfe
‘erudition I ftand in need of, to recur back to
the earlieft antiquity ; to examine, to weigh, to
-confront prophecies, revelations, falts, with all
the monuments of faith that have made their ap-
pearance in all thc countries of the world; to
afcertain their time, place, authors, and occa-
fions ! How great the critical fagacity which is
requifite to enable me to diftinguifh between
pieces that are fuppofitious, and thofe which are
authentic; to compare objections with their res
plies, ¢ranflations with their originals ; to judge
of the impartiality of witnefles; of their good

fenfe, of their capacity 3 to know if nothing be
fupprefied or added to their teftimony, if no-

thing be changed, tranfpofed, or fallified to

.obviate the contradictions that remain, to jud'g-e :
what weight we nught to afcribe to the filence

.of our opponents, in regard to falks alledged a-
gainft them; to difcover whether fuch allegations
were known to them; whether they did not
“difdain them too much to make any reply;
whether books were common enough-for ours
to reach them ; or if we were honeft

to let them have a free circulation tmongu. s
and to leave their ltrongeft Ohje&lﬂiﬂ l!s m_ '

force ?

Again, fuppofing all thefe-monmma ac-

howkdged to bcmmmeitabk, umuﬁ ;ﬁ:
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ceed to examine the proofs of the miflion of their
authors ¢ it would be neceflary for us to be per-
fectly acquainted with the laws of chance, and"

. the doftrine of Prﬁbabllltles to ‘}u&ge what pre-

dition could not be accomplifhed without 2 mi-

racle; o know the genius uf the Dﬂbl!‘lﬂl langua-
ges, in order to diftinguifh what is predictive
in thefe languages, and what is only figurative,

It would be requifite for us to know what falts
are agreeable to the eftablifhed order of nature,.
and what are not fo; to be able to fay how far
an artful man may not falcinate the cyes of the
fimple, and even aftonith the moft enlightened
[pectators; to know of what kind a miracle
fhould be, and the authenticity it ought to bear,.
not only to claim our belief, but to make ir cri-

'minal to doubt it; to compare the proofs of falfe

and true miracles, and difcover the certain means-
of diftinguifhing them ;5 and after all to tell why
the Deity fhould chufe, in order to confirm the

truth of his word, to make ufe of means which-

themfelves require fo much confirmation, as if
he took delight in playing upon the credulity of
mankmd and had purpolely avmdeﬂ the direct
means to pcrfuadc them.

Suppole that the Divine Majefty hﬂth really -

con de ended to make man the organ of promul-
gating its facred will; is it reafonable, is it juft

- to require all mankmd to obey the voice of {fuch
a minifter, without his mahng himfelf known

to be fuch? Where is the equity or propricty in
furnlﬂnng him, for univerfal credentials, with
only a few particular tokens difplayed before a -

~handful of obfcure perfons, and of which all the -

l‘f-ft of mankind know nothing but b]r h:atfa{"f
. er - : |
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courfe to them, nor to have perplexed good fenfe with fuch a .

rumber of fubtile diltinéions. What do T talk of fubiile di-
fiinftions in Chriftizniry! if there ave fach, our Saviour was in -
the wrong furely to promife the kingdom of heaven to the
weak and fimple! how came he to begin his fine difconrfe on -

- the mount, with blefling the poor in fpirit, if it requires fo -

- much ingenuity to and beliove his doétrines ! when -
prove that T ought to fubject my reafon to his dictares, it
3 very well; but to prove that, you maft render them i‘i:_h:%l%;,

Ei e .

-
=

at all .

A TrEaTISE of EDUCATION. 197 truth of the
of proof, of what ufe are they? There might as k thefe
well be none performed at zll. . jot nearer

The moft important examination, after all, e magici
remains to be made into the truth of the doc- s as he
trines delivered ;- for as thofe who fay that God i his
is pleafed to work thefe miracles, pretend that %’er fo vin
the devil fometimes imitates them, we are not a o+ 1% . g
jot pearer than before, though fuch miracles th ot the
fhould be ever fo well attefted. As the magici-

. ans of Pharaoh werked the fame miracles, even
in the prefenice of Mofes, as he himfelf perform-
ed by the exprefs command of God, why might n
not they, in his abfence, from the fame proofs, . the worllitp
pretend to the fame authority? Thus, after pro- he foretells
ving the truth of the doérinc by the miracle,. :
you are reduced to prove the truth of the mira- '© people
cle by that of the doftrine ¥, left the works of les to death

| S R9 the: LVINne

» ; ) them ,

* This is exprefsly mentioned in many places in feripture; hat is to be
-particularly in Deuteranomy, chap. xiii. where it is faid, that, .
if a prophet, teaching the worflitp of ftrange gods, confirm his ind leave
difeourfe by figns and wonders, and what he ferctells comes: .ourfle to
rcally to pafs, fo far from paying any regand tochis miffion, - (T
the people thould tone him to death. When the Pagans, . [tinctions .
therefore,” put the apoftles to death, for preaching up to them our
the worlhip of-a (lrange God, proving their divine miflion by-
prophecies and mﬁacﬁ&; 1 fee not what juuuld be objected to > weak and
them, which they might not with equzl juftice have retorted - (Ming the
vpon-us. Now, what is te be done in this cafe? there is but g.
one (tep to be taken, to recur to reafon, znd leave miracles to 've his
themftlves : betrer “indeed had it beep mever to have had re- tes . it is
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198 EMILIUS; or, BookIV..

the devil fhould be miftaken for thofe of the Lord..
‘What think you of this alternative,
The doftrines coming from God, nught to

bear the facred characters of the Divinity; and’™

fhould mnot only clear up thofe confufed ideas
which unenlighted reafon excites in the mind,
- but {kould alfo. furnifh us with a {yfltem of reli-

gion and morals, agreeable to thofe attributes.

by which-only we form a-conception of his ef-

fence. If then they teach us only abfurdities,.

it they infpire us with fentiments of averfion
for our fellow-creatures, and fear for ourfelvess
if they defcribe the Deity as a vindiclive, par-
tial, jealous, and angry beings: as a God of war
and of battles, always ready to thunder and de-
{troy; always threatening flaughter and revenge,
and even boafting of punifhing the innocent,
my heart cannot be incited to love fo terrible a
* Deity, and 1 fhall take care how [ give up my
natural religion to embrace fuch dotrines.
Your God is not mine, 1 thould fay to the pro-
feflors of fuch a religion. A being who began
his difpenfations with partially fcle&:ng one peo-
pley and proferibing the rell of mankind, is not

~ the common father of the human race; a ben;g

who deftines to eternal punifhment the great

part of his creatures, is not that good and mer- -

ciful God whois pointed out b; my r:lfom
- With regard to articles of faith, my

tells me, they fhould be clear, perfpmuﬂua, m' e
evident. If na.tunl: religion be infhﬁl:ll:ﬁ,. AR

: =
ble to m m:ltrﬂmdm you muft lﬂlﬂl u‘:nm:hh
Ec pwm-t;!: of my gmim,g;r 1 fhall net #‘meludsc to be \
the true difciple of your Mafter, or think it is his dodtrines .

which you wonld inculeate,
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" is owing to the obfcurity in which it neceflarily

leaves thofe fublime truths it profefles to teach:
it is the bufinefs of revelation to exhibit them to
the mind in a more clear and fenfible manner ; to
adapt them o his undeiltanding, to enable him
to conceive, in order thdt he may be capable of
believing them. True faith is affured and con-
firmed by the underftanding ; the bett of all reli-
gions is undoubtedly the cleareft; that which is
clouded with myfteries and contradiétions, the
worfhip that 1s to be taught me by preaching,
teaches me by that very circumftance to diftruft
it. The God whom 1 adore, is not a God of
darknefs 3 he hath not given me an underftand-
ing to forbid me the ufe of it. To bid me give
up my reafon, is to infult the author of it. The
miniter of truth doth not tyranmfe over my un-
derftanding, he enlightens it

We have fet alide all human authﬂnt}r, and
without it I cannot fee how one man can con-
vince another, by preaching to him an unrea-
fonable doftrine. Let us {uppofe two perfons

engaged in a difpute on this head, and {eg how

they will exprefs them{¢lves in the language ge-
m:rallj' made ufe of on fuch occafions.

" Dogmatifi. < Your reafon tells you that the
¢ whole is greater than a part; but I tell you
¢ from God, that a part is gru‘.ater than the
« whole.”

Ratienaliff. « And who are you, that dare to

“ tell me God contradi@ts himfelf? In whom

¢ fhall I rather believe? in him who inftruéls
¢ me, by means of nea{un, in the knowledge
i of eternal truths, or in you who would im-

Iyon b : Silien 66 pofe
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Frett'nd to any! to tell me that my reafon is
llacious, 15 to refute whatever i1t may fay
in your favour. "Whoever refufes to abide by

the dictates of reafon, ought to be able tn
convinee without making ufe of it. For, fup-
pofing that'in the courfe of your arguments
you convince me, how fhall I know whethes
it be not through the fallacy of reafon depra-
ved by fin, that I acquielce in what you af-
firm? befides, what proof, what demonftra-
tion can you ever employ more evident than
the axiom which deftroys it ? It is full as cre-
dible that a jufl fyllogifin {hould be falle, as
that a part is greater than the whole.”

Dog. ** What a difference! my proofs ad-

mit of no reply; they are of a fupernatural

kind.”

Rat, Supe_rnnttt'rali What is the meaning
of that term ? I do not undcrftand 1.

Dog. ¢ Contraventions of the order of na-
ture; prophecies, miracles, and prudlg;:s of

-every kind.”

Rat. * Prodigies and. m:racles‘ lhave never
feen any of thefe things.”

Dog. % No matter: others have feen them
for you: we can bring clouds of witnefles,
the teftimony of whole nations,”"—

Rat. * The teftimony of whole nations ! s
that a proof of the fupernatural kind 27

Dog. * No. But when 1: s unammuus, it
is inconteftable.”

Rat. ¢ There is nothing more mcante{tablt

¢, than the diQates of reafon, nor can the-tefti- -

Ec
1

mony of all mankind prove the truth of. an
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% ed {upernatural proofs, your miracles, and

“ Enur prophecies reduce us;——to the folly of
L 4
¢ and of fubmitting the authority of God, fpeak-
¢ ing to our reafon, to that of man. If thole
¢ etermal truths, of which my underflanding
« forms the ftrongelt conceptions, can pollibly
¢ be falfe, I can have no hope of ever aniiving
* at certitude; and fo far from being capable
“ of being affured that you [peak to me from
¢ God, I cannot even be aflured of his exift-
£c 'Eﬂf.ﬂ-” ] !

You feg, my child, how many difficulties
muit be removed before our difputants can a-
gree; nor are thefe all. Among fo many dif-

L]

L,

ferent religions, each of which preflcribes and

excludes .the othei; one only mult be true, if
indeed there be fuch a one among them all.
Now, to difcover which this is, it is not enough
to examine that one; it is neceflary to ex
amine them ally, as we fhould not, on any oc-
cafion whatever, condemn without a hearing.
It is neceffary to compare objections with proofs,
and to know what each objects to in the reft, as
well as what the others have to offer in their de-
fence. The more clearly any fentiment or opi-
nion appears demeonftrated, the more narrowly
it behoves us to inquire, what are the reafons
which prevents its opponents from fubferibing to

it. We muft be very fimple indeed, to think

an attention to the theologifts of our own party,
fufficient to inftrut us in what our adverfaries
have to offer. Where thall we find divines, of

~any perfuafion, perfetly candid and honeft? Do

they not all begin to weaken the arguments of

. their

%

elieving them all on the credit of others,.

Js ; to the
ting the
rnal truths ,
ly « be

peak to me

li[putants

1 of which

s be fuch a

- examine
b¢ calion
1ons with

e others

dOn appears
realons
nple indeed
truct us in

~ perfuafion

nents of



- 204 EMILIUS; e, Bon]clllv

their opponents, before they proceed to refute

them? Each is the oracle of his party, and

makes a- great figure among his own partifans,
with fuch proofs as would expofe him to ridicule
among thofe of a different perfualion.
defirous of gaining information from books?

What a fund of erudition will not this require !

How many langunges muft you learn! How ma-
ny libraries muﬂ: you turn over! And who is to
direé you in the chmt:e of the books? There
are hardly to be found in any one country the
beft hooks on the contrary f fide of the que[hnn

and ftill lefs is it to be expected we fhould find
The wri tings of the adverfe

books on all fides.
and abfent party, were they found alfo, would
be very eafily refuted. The abfent are always
in the wrong, and the moft weak and infuffici-
ent arguments Jaid down with a confident aflu-
rance, cafily efface the moft fenfible and valid,

when expofed with contempt.  Add to all this,

that nothing is more fallacious than books, nor
exhibit lefs faithfully the [entiments of d?mr
writers. The judgment which you formed, for

‘nftance, ﬂfthl: Roman Catholic religion, from
the treatife of Bofluet, was very diffe
that which you required by refiding among us.
You have feen that the doftrines we maintain in

our controverfies with the Ptoteftants, are not
yand
that Bofluet’s book by no means refembles the
inftructions delivered from the pulpit. To form

a proper judgment of any religion, we are

thole which ‘are taught the common peo

- not to deduce its tenets from the books of its

profeflors; we muft go and learn it zmm'igm"

people. Each fe&t hi‘rc their Ptt:nhaar _

: : _G}glf ' e 1 -.W I.
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their cuftoms, prejudices, and modes of accep-
tation, which conftitute the peculiar mode of
their faith; all which fhould be taken into con-
fideration when we form a judgmgnt of their re-

How many confiderable nations arc there,
who print no books of their own, and read none
of ours! How are they to judge of our opinions,
or we of theirs? We laugh at them, they de-
fpife us; and though our travellers have turned
them into ridicule, they need only to travel a-
mong usy to ridicele us in their turn.  In what
country are there not to be found men of fenfe

and {incerity, friends of truth, who require on-:

ly to know, in order to embrace it? And yet

" every one imagines truth confined to his own

particular {yftem, and thinks the religion of all
other nations in the world abfurdj thefe forei gn
modes, therefore, cannot be in reality fo very

ablurd as they appear, or the apparent reafon-

ablenefs of ours is lefs real. .

We have three principal reli gions in Eumpé;. -:
One admits only of one revelation; another of
two, and the third of three. FEach holds the

other in deteftation, anathematifes it profeflors,

accufes them of ignorance, obflinacy, and falfe--

bood. ‘'What impartial perfon will prefume to

decide between them, without having firft exa-

mined their proofs, and heard their reaforis?

That which admits only of one revelation is the-

moft ancient, and feems the leaft difliutgblg.;
that which admits of three is the moft modern,

and feems to be the moft confiftent ; that which
admits of two, -and rejects the third, may pof

fibly be the beft; but it hath certainly every pre-
VOL-’ -Il-i . | s
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pofleflion againft it; its inconfiftency ftares one
full in the face.
In all thefe three revelations, the facred i:mh

~-are written in Janguages unknown to the people

who believe in them. The Jews no longer un-
derftand Hebrew; the Chriftians neither Greek
nor Hebrew ; the Turks and Perfians underftand

no Arabic, and even the modern Arabs them-

felves fpeak not the language of Mahomet. Is
not this a very fimple manner of inftrulting
mankind, b talking to them always in a lan-

guage whic they do nor comprehend? Bur
ﬂlci'n books, it will be faid, are tranflated: a
mighty pretty anfwer ! Who can affure me they
are tranflated faithfully, or that it is even pofli-
ble they fhould be fo? Who can give me a fuf-

ficient reafon why God, when he hath a mind

to {peak to mankind, ﬂmuld ftand in need of an
interpreter?

I can never conceive, that what mrf man 1§
indifpenfably obliged to know, can be fhut up in
thefe books; or that he who is incapacirated to
underftand. thcm. or the perfons who exphin
them, will be punifhed for involuntary igno-
rance. But we are always plaguing ourfelves
with books. Whata hrcnzy' Bmufe Europe
1s full of books, the Eur
be indifpenfable, without refle€ting that three
fourths of the world know' nothing at all about
them. Are not all books written by men ? How

greatly, therefore, muft man have ftood in need

of them, to inftruct him in his duty, and t}‘
what means did he come to the knowl
{ﬂchduuca, bcfnu beukam w:ﬁm!}
i Tl b ,!. :....;.H. 7" i
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ke muft have acquired fuch knowledge of him-
felf, or it muft have been totally djfpenled with.
- We, Roman Catholics, make a great noife
abont the authority of the church: but what do
we gain by ity if it requires as many proofs to
eftablith this authority as other fects require im-
mediately to eftablith their doctrines? The
church determines that the church have a right
to determine. Is not this a fpecial proof of its
authority? and yet depart from this, and we en-
ter into endlefs dilcuflions.

Do you know many Chriftians, who have ta-
ken the pains to examine carefully into what
the Jews have alledged againft us? If there are

a few who know fomething of them, it is from

what they have met with in the writings of Chri-
flians: a very pretty manner truly of in[tru&iu%
themfelves in the arguments of their opponents
But what can be done? If any one fhould dare

to publifa among us fuch bocks as openly efpoufe:

the canfe of Judaifm, we fhould punifh the au-
thor, the editor, and the bookfeller *.- This
policy is very convenient, and very fure to make
us always in the right. "We can refute at plea-
{ure thole who are afraid to {peak. ,
"Thofe among us, alfoy who Kave an opportu-
nity to converfe with the Jews, have bur little

advantage: Thefe unhappy people know they |

lie

* Amonga thanfand known inftances, the following ftands-
in no need of a comment.  The Catholic divines of the fix-
teenth y having condemned all the Jewilh books without
excepiion to be burnt, a learned and illuitvious theologue, who
was confulted on that occafion, had very nigh inva d kim-
felf in roin, by being {imply of opinion that fuch ofsthem-
might be preferved as did not relate to Chiiftianity, or tyeated
of matters foreign to religion. : :

comment
Jewilh
who was
being
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believe, the fame refpect which we require the
Jews to pay to Jefus Chrifty in whom they be-
lieve as little; can the Turks be in the wrong,
and we in the right? On what principle of equi-
ty can we relolve that queition in our favour?
Two thitds of mankind are neither Jews, Ma-
hometans, nor Chriftians; how many millions
of men, therefore, mufl there be who never
heard of Mofes, of Jelus Chnﬂ:, or of Mahomet !
‘Will this be denied? Will it be faid, that our
miflionaries are difperfed over the face of the

whole earth? This mdced is eafily affirmed; but

are there any of them in the interior parts of |

Africa, where no Eumpaan hath ever yet’ pene-
trated? Do they travel through the inland parts
of Tartary, or follow un horfeback the wander-

ing Hords, whom no ftranger ever approaches, -
and who, {o far from having heard of the Pope,

hardly know any thing of their own Grand La-
ma ! Do our miflionaries traverfe the immen{e
mnlme;t of America, where there are whole
nations {till i ignorant that the Pd{;-plu of anqthtr

world have fet foot on theirs? Are. there any of |
them in Japan, from whence their ill behaviour
hath banifhed them for EYETs and where the-

fame of their predeceflors is tran{mitted to fuc-

ceedmg generations, as that of artful knaves, .
awho, .under cover of a ;elngmtm zcaI, wanpsd to.

make themfelves imperceptibly mafters

empire?. Do they p:gztmté m{o :h?graram of
the Afiatic princes, to prf: t.h,c gufp;l, to t_:;nitl'-
lions of wretched ﬂap'es at m}t{iheqqqx% r::ll’

of a milonary. ”tmpt
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Muft every one of them go to hell for being a
reclufe?

But were it true that the gofpel is preached in
every part of the carth, the difficulty is not re-
‘moved. ~ On the eve precedmg the arrival of the
firft miflionary in any country, fome one perfon
of that country expired without hearing the glad
tidings. Now, what muft we do with this one
perfon? Is there but a fingle individual in the
whole univerfe, to whom the gofpel of Chrift is
not made known ? The objeiion which prefents
itfelf, on account of this one perfon, is as cogent
as if it included a fourth part of the human race.

210

Again, fuppofing the minifters of the fol'pel |
: fan

aCtually prefent and preaching in thofe diftant
nations, how can they reafonably expect to be
believed on their own word, and that their hear-
ers will not fcrupuloufly require a confirmation
of what they teach? Might not any one of the
latter very reafonably fay to them, ¢ You tell
me of a God who was born and put to death
near two thoufand years ago, at the other end
of the world, and in I know not what obfcure
town ; affuring me that all thofe who do not be-
lieve in this myfterious tale are dammned. Thefe
are things too ﬂrange to be readily crcdlfed ﬂn d
the fole aﬁthﬂﬂt"f of a man, 'lﬂm is

pcrfp& ﬂrangr:r 'W'hy hath your GOd

thofe events 10 pafs, of whn:h he requires me

‘to be mﬂm&cd ‘at fo great a diftance? Isita
_crime to be ignorant of what paffes at the anti-
‘podes ? Ts it poffible for me to divine that there

exifted.in the other hemifphere, the people of

. the Jews, and the city of Jerufalem? I might
aswell be reqmreﬂ me whathappens inthe
moon.
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moon. You are come, you fa}v, to inform me 3
but why did you not come time enough to in-
form my father, or why do you damn that good

old man becaufc he knew nothmg of the matter?

Muit he be eternally punifthed for your delay;
he who was {o juft, {o benevolent, and fo de-
firous of knowing the truth? Be honeft, and

| fuppofe yourfelf in my place. Do you think,

upon your teftimony alone, thatl can believeall
thefe mu:rcdlblc thmgs you tell me, or reconcile
fo much injuftice with the character of that juft
God, whom you-pretend to make known ! Let
me firft, I pray you, go and fee this diftant
country, where fo many miracles have happen-
ed thta.lljr unknown here ; let me go and be well
informed why the inhabitants of that Jerufalem
prefumed to treat God like a.thief or a murder-
er ¢ They did not, you will fay, acknowledge
his dmmty How then can I, who never have
heard of him but from you? You add, that they

were punifhed, difperfed, and led mtn captivi- -
" ty; not one of them ever approachiug their for-

mer city. Affuredly they deferved all this: but
its prefent inhabitants, what fay they of the un-
belief and Deicide of their predeceﬂ‘ms? They
deny it, and acknowledge the divinity of the fa-
cred perfonage juﬁ: as little as did its ancient in-
habitantss

% What! in the f'ame: city in which your Gﬂd
was put to death, neither the ancient nor prefént
inhabitants acknowledge his divinity! And yet

you wﬁu‘}d have me believe it, who was born

near two thoufand years after the fa&, and two
thoufand leagues diitant from the place ! Do not

“you fee, that, before I can give. credit to this

3 4 ; {;ouk,
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book, which you call facred, and of which-I
comprehend nothing, I ought to be informed
from others, when and by whom it was writteny
how it hath been preferved and tran{mitted to-
you, what is faid of 1t in the country, what are
the reafons of thofe who reject it, though they
know 2s well as you every thing of which you -
have informed me? You muift perceive the ne-
ceflity I am under, of going firft to Europe, to
Afia, and into Paleftine, to examine into things
myfelf; and that I muft be an ideot to liften to
you before I have done this.. o et
Such a difcourfe as-this.appears-to me not on-
ly very reafonable; but I affirm that every fen-
fible man ought, in fuch circumftances, to
fpeak in the fame manier, and to fend a mif-
fionaryabout his bufinefs, who fhould bein hafie
to inftruét and baptize him, before ha_hufﬁtﬁ— .
ciently verified the proofs of his mifion. Now,
I maintain that there is no revelation againft
~ which the fame obje€tions might not be made,
and that with greater force than--@-?___ -
ftianity. Hence it follows, that; if there be in
the world but one true religion, and everyman
be obliged to adopt it under pain of

it is neceflary to fpend our lives in’
- all religions, to vifit: the countries ‘where
have been cftablithed, and examine and
pare them with each other.. No manis exe:
ed from the principal duty of his fpecies, and
no one hath a right to confide in the judgment
ﬂf'mcr-‘- E‘h‘ ﬂi&n, FMHM 1LY } g J
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tate, dilpute, and travelthe world over in fearch
of truth: there would be no longer any fettled
inhabitants in a country : the face of the earth
being covered with pilgrims, going from place
to plar:t:, at great trouble and expeuce, to verity,
examine, and compare the feveral different fj-
ftems and modes of worfhip to be met with in
various countries. We muit in fach a cafe bid
adieu to arts and Iciences, to trade, and all the
civil occupations of life. Lvery other ftudy
mufl give place to that of religion; while the
man who fhould enjoy the greateft fhare of

health and firength, and make the beft ule of bis

time and his reafon, for the greateft term of
years allotted to mqnan life, would, in the ex-

‘treme of old age, be ftill perplexed where to

fix; and it wouldbe a great thing after all, if
he {hould learn before his death what- reh on
he ought to have bclmvcd and.practifed dunng
life.

Do you endeavour to mitigate the feverity of
this method, and place as littde confidence as

poffible in the authority of men? In fo doing
you place the greatelt confidence; forif thefon

of a Chriftian dees right, in adﬂpﬂng, without
a fcrupulous and _partial examination, the reli-
ion of his father, how can the fon of a Turk
o wrong, in adopting in the fame manner the
religion of Mahodmet ? 1 defy all the perfecutors
in the world to anfwer this queftion in a manner
fatisfa€lory to ahy perfon of common {fenfe. Nay,
fome of thm,-whm hard prefled by fuch argu-
ments, will fooner admit that God is

~ and vifits the fins of the fathers upon the chil-

drenrthan give up their cruel and perfecuting
EIIH-
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principles. Others, indeed, elude the force of
thefe reafons, by civily fending an angel to in-
ftruct thofe, who, under invincible ignorance,
live neverthelels good moral lives. A very

pretty device, truly, that of the angel | Not con-
tentcd with fubjeting us to their machinery,

- they would reduce the Dclt}f himfelf to thc ne-

ceflity of employing it

See, my fon, to what abfurdities we are led

by pride, and the fpirit of perfecution, by being
puﬂed up with our own capacity, and concei-
ving that we pollels a greater thareof reafon than
the reft of mankind. I call to witnefs that God
of peace whom I adore, and whom 1 weuld

"~ make known to you,.that my refearches have
‘been always fincere; but feeing, that they were,

and always mauit be, unfucccfsfui and that I

 was launched out into a boundlefls ocean of per-

plexity, I returned the way I came,and

my creed within the limits of my firft notions.

1 could never believe that God required me,
under pain of damnation, to be fo very learned.
| Eht:It:fDrE {hut up 3ll my books. Thart of na-
sure lies open to every eyé: it is from this fu-
blime and wonderful volume that I learn toferve
and adore its Divine Author. No perfon is ex-
culable for negleéting to read in this book, as it

i§ written in an univerfal language, nneuxglhh
to all mankind. Had I been born in a defart

ifland, or never f{een a human creature befide

myfelf; had I never heen informed of what had |

furmerly happened in a certain corner of the
world ; I might yet have leamed by the exercife

‘and cultivation of my reafon, and bjr the pro-

pn:r ufe of thele facultics God hath given msm

&
- know

Go gle

1

' [ending an
elefs good
ited with

0 the ne

“perfecution
(Tels a

od of peace
hes have
unluccelsful
turned the
5. 1 could

) VEry

every eye :
idore 1ts
yook , as 1t 1$
'n born in a
r been

I ; T might

| 1e pro per




A TREATISE of EDUCATION, | 213

know and love him ; I might hence have learn-
ed.to love and admire his power and good-
nefs, and to have difcharged my dury here on
earth. What canthe knowledge of the learned
teach me more ?

With regard to revelation, could I reafon
better, or were I better informed, I might be
made fenfible perhaps of its truth, and of its
utility to thofe who are fo happy as to believe
it: but if there are fome proofs in its favour
which 1 cannot invalidate, there appear alfo to
me many obje€tions againft it, which I cannot
refolve. There are fo many folid reafons both

for and againft its authority, that, not know- -

ing what to conclude, I neither admit nor re-
ject it. I rejeét only the obligation of fubmit-
ting-to ity becaufe this pretended obligation is
incompatible with the jultice of Ged, and that,
fo far from its removing the obftacles to falva-
tion, it raifes thofe which are infurmountable
by the greateft part of mankind. = Except inthis
article, therefore, I remain refpeétfully in doubt
concerning the feriptures. 1 have not the pre-
fumption to think myfelf infallible : more able
perfons may poflibly determine in cafes that to
me appear undeterminable: 1 reafon for my-
{elf, not for them; I neither cenfure nor imi-
tate them : their judgment may probably be bet-
‘ter than mine ? but am I to blame that it is not
mine ? b g ¥, ; e ..
- I will confefs to you farther, that the majefty
of the fcfig'ﬁre'ﬂrikea ‘mewith admiration, as the
?::_it of the gofpel hath its influence’on my heart.
iethe works of cur philofophers with all their
pomp of diction; how mean, how contemptible
- are

.
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are they, compared with the feripture! Isicpoffible
thatabook at once fo imple and {ublime {hould
be merely the work of man? Is it pofible that
the facred perfonage, whofe hiftory it contains,
{hould be himfelf a mere man? Do we find
that he affumed the air of an_enthufiaft or am-
bitious fectary ¢ What fweetnefs, what purity
in his manners ! What an affefting graceful-
nefs in his delivery!| What fublimity in bhis
maxims ! What profound wifdom in his dif-
courfes ! 'What prefence of nmiind, what fubtilty,
what truth in his replies! How great the com-
mand over his paflions! Where is the man,
where the philofopher, who could fo live and
fo die, without weaknels and without oftenta-
tion  When Plato defcribed his imaginary good
man * loaded with all the fhame n% guilt, yet
meriting the higheft rewards of virtue, he de-
fcribes exactly the charalter of JrsusCurist;
the refemblance was fo friking that all the fa-
thers perceived it. WO

What prepofleflion, what blindnefs muit it
be to compare the fon of Sophronifcus to the fon
of Mary 7 What an infinite difproportion there
is between them ! Socrates, dying without pain
or ignominy, eafily fupported his character to
the hit; and if his death, however eafy, had

"

not crowned his life, 1t might have beqniglngih- .

ed whether Socratcs, with all his wifdom,

any thing more than a vaﬁfophﬂ%ﬁoﬁ%ﬁ:
vented, it is faid, the theory of morals,  Others,
however, had hefore put them ii“ : "ign:,;%._
had only to fay what they had done, a f;ﬁ%

il i 6 ;iff'li:_f'_
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their examples to precepts. Ariftides had been
7ufly before Socrates defined juftice; Leoni-
das gave up his life for his country, before So-
“erates declared patriotifm to be a duty ; the Spar-
tans, were a fober people, before Socrates re-
y commended {obricty: before he had even de-
fined virtue, Greece abounded with virtuous
men. But where could Jefus learn, among his
- <compatriots, that pure and fublime morality of
which he only hath given us both precept and
example *? The greateft wifdom was made
known amidft the moft bigotted fanaticifm, and
the fimplicity of the moft heroic virtuesdid ho-
nour to the vilefR people on the earth. The
death of Socrates, peaceably philofophifing with
his friends, appears the molt agreeable that could
be wifhed for ; that of JEsus, expiring in the
midftof agonifing pains, abafed, infulted, cur-
fed by a whole nation, is the moft horrible that
could be feared. Socrates, in receiving the cup
of poifon, blefled. indeed the weeping execu-
tioner who adminiftered it: but Jesus, in the
midit of excruciating tortures prayed for his
mercilels tormentors. Yes, if the lite and death
of Socrates are thofe of a fage, the life and death
of Jesus are thofe of 2 -God. Shall we fuppofe
the evangelic hiftory a.mere fition.? Indeed, my
friend, it bears not the marks of fiction; on
the contrary, the hiftory of Socrates, which no-
body prefumes to doubt, is not fo well atteited
as -I{at of Jesus CurisT. Such a{fuppofition

.‘Vﬂl—-. H-_- TR o T R Linted o] in

® See, in his difeourfe on the mount, the parallel he makes
between the morality- of Mofes and Lis own, Matth, v.
 ar, & '
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in fact only thifts the difficulty without remo-
vingit: it is more inconceivable that a number
of perfons fhould agree to write fuch a hiltory,
than that one only fhould furnifh the fubjeét of
it.  The Jewifh authors were incapable of the
di&ion, and ftrangers to the morality centained
in the gofpel ; the marks of whofe truth are fo
ftriking and inimitable, that the inventor would
be a more aftonifhing charater than the hero.
And yet, with all this, the fame gofpel abounds
with incredible relations, with circumftances
repugnant to reafon, and which it is impoflible
for a man of {enfe either to conceive or ad-
mit *.. What is to be done amidft all thefle
contradiCtions ! Be modeft and circumipeét :
regard in filence what cannot be either difpro-
"ved or comprehended, and humble’ thyfelf -be-
fore the Supreme Being, who only knows the
truth. |

Such is the involuntary fcepticifm in which
I remain : this fcepticifm, however, is not pain-
ful to me, becaufe it extends not toany effen-
tial point of practice; and as my mind is firmly
fettled regarding the principles of my dutg,i
ferve God in the fincerity of my heart: in the
mean time, I feek not to know any thing more
than what relates to my moral conduct; and as
to thofe dogmas which have no influence over
the behaviour, and which many perfons give

themfelves fo much trouble about, I am not at

all folicitous concerning them. I look upon

the various particular religions as fo many falu-

tary inftitutions, prefcribing, in different coun-

- PR

* See what Dr Clarke (ays of the truth of revealed religion,
-5
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tries, an uniform manner of public worfhip;
and which may all havetheir refpective reafons,

peculiar to the climate, government, genius of

the people adopting them, cr fome other motiye
which renders the one prcfcrablc to the other
according to the circumftance of time and place.

I believe all that are convenient, to be gmd,

when God is ferved in fincerity of heart. This
fervice isall that is effential. He rejedts not the

“homage of the fincere, under whatfocver form

they prefent it. Being called to the fervice of
the church, I comply therefore with a ferupu-
Jous e:aﬂznei}. to all the forms it prefcribes in
my duty, ik i reproach myfelf for the
leaft wilful neglect of them. After having lain
under a long pmhlb:tmn, I obtained, through

the intereft of M. de Mellerade, a permiffion to

re-affume the funftions of the prielthood, to pro-
cure me a livelihood. I had been ‘accufiomed
formerly to fay mafs with all that levity and
careleflnefs with which we perform the moft fe-

rious and important offices after having very of -
ten repeated them. Since 1 entertained ntz

new principles, however, I celebrate it wi
greater veneration ; penetrated by refleGing on
the majefty of the Supreme Being, and the in~

Aufficiency of the human mind, that is fo little

able t6 form conceptions relatwl: to its author.

I confider that I offer up the prayers of a peo-
ple under a prefcribed form of worfhip, and
therefore caretully obferved all its rites. I re-
cite carefully ; and ftrive not to omit the leaft
word or ceremony ; when I am juft going to com-
municatcy Irmllt& myfelf, in order todo it with

all thofe difpofitions that the church and theim-
‘¢ i -'11 1) . P D“lﬂﬂﬂ' .
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portance of the facrament require: I endeavour
en this occafion to filence the voice of reafon
before the Supreme Intelligence: 1 fay to my-
felf, Who art thou, to prefume to fet bounds to
Gmmputcnct > 1 reverendy pronounce the fa-
eramental words, and annex to them all the
faith that depends uponrme. Whatever be the
truth with regard to that inconceivable myftery,
I am not fearful, thercfore, of being Lhargﬁd
at the day of judgment with profaning it in my

heart.

Honoured with the minifterial office, thuugh

of the lowell rank I will never do, or fay, any .

thing that may make me unwurth] te fulfl its
facied funclions. I will always inculcate vir-
tue, exhort my aaditors to purfue it, and, as far
as itis in my power, fet them an Exampl:. It
_ does not depend on me w make their religion
;l.m:ab]e, ncr to confine the articles of their faicth
to what is ufeful, and neceffary for all 1o believe ;
but God forbid that I fhould ever preach up thc
cruel teners of perfecution, that I thould ever in-
duce them to- hate their neighbours, or to con-
fign over others to damnation *, Were I, in-
deed, in a fuperior ftarion, tius referve mi

incure cenfure; but I am too infignificant to
have much.to ﬂ:ar, and I can Iiﬂr.r fa‘.ll lower

ihnn' :

* The duty of 1d.npt|ug and, rd'pciﬁhg the mllgmnﬂnf' iﬁﬂ:‘i
country does not extend to {uch tenersas are mntr:a
ral virtue ; fuch as that of perfecution. It is this hum
which harms mankind inhumanly againft each other, and

them. defbructive to the human sage. The diftinflion between |

palitical and theolagical tolerarion is puerile and ridiculous, as

they are infeparable, fo that one cannot be admitied mtl:nql 3

the other.. 'Angels.themfelves conld-not live in peace with

en, wtw-m they regarded as enempies to Gon., o

-
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fhould teach them their dut‘y, I fhould always
endeavour to practife it myielf, in order to let
them fee that I really thought as I fpoke. Had
I any proteftants in my neighbourhood, or in
my parifh, [ would make nodiftin€tion between
them and myown flock, in every thing that re-
garded acts of Chriftian charity : I would en-
deavour to make them all equally love each o-
ther, regard each other as brothers; refpe€ling
all religions, and at peace cnjoying their own.
I conceive, that to folicit any one to quit the

religion he is brought up in, is to folicit him

to do wrong, and is of confequence to do wrong
to one’s felf. Let us therefore preferve the pu-
blic peace, and wait the progrefs of furthér in-
formation : the laws in every country fhould be
relpeCed, we fhould never difturb the eftablifh-
ed worthip, nor excite the people to difobedi-
ence; for we know not abfolutely whether it be
better for them to change their prefent opinions
for others, and we know of a certainty that it is
an evil to tran{grefs the laws.

Thus, my young friend, have I given you,

with my own lips, a recital of my creed, {fuch
as God rcads it in my heart. You arc the firft
perfon to whom I haveimade this profefion ; you
are alfo the only one, perhaps, to whom I fhall
ever make it. So long as there is any fincere
belief among men, we o not to di

dificulties which they cannot refolve, and
difquiet their minds, without informing
underftandings. But when one fcepticifm hath
taken entirc pofleflion of the mind, we ought to
fave the runk ac the expence bf,shc'.hnth?;
- i ; ] : n

weak, nor excite the doubts of the fimple -B{
their
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in {uch a flate the agitated and dubious confci-
ences of men are, jult as I have feen yours, al-

moft extinét, and require to be awakened and -

confirmed : to eftablith them on the bafis of e-
ternal truths, it is neceflary therefore, entirely
to loofcn the hold they may fill retain of the
floating feeds of unccrtainty.

You are now in the critical time of life, in
which the mind opens itfelf to conviétion, in
which the heart receives its form and character,
and in which the condué of our whole life is
determined, either to good or evil. Later than
this Rage its fubftance grows hard, and refufes
to imbibe any new impreflions. Now is the
time, therefore, to imprefs on our mind the feal
of truth. If I were more pofitive in myfelf, I
thould have affumed a more decifive and dogma-

tical airy but I am a man ignorant, and fubject

to error. What can I do more? 1 have opened

‘to you my heart, without referve: what | have

thought certain, I have given you as fuch; my
doubts 1 have declared as doubts, my opinions
as opinions; and have given you my realons for
both. It remains now for you to judge; you
have taken time; this precaution is wife, an

makes me think well of you. - Begin by bring-
ing vour confcience to a ftate defirous of being
enlightened. Be fincere with yourfelf. Adopt
thofe of my fentiments which you are perfnaded
are true, and rejet the reft. You are not yet [0
much depraved by vice to run the rifk of ma-
king a bad choice. I fhould propofe to confer

together fometimes on thele {ubjects; but as foon

as ever we enter into difputes we grow warm §

ubflinacyt'na vanity interfere, and .ﬁﬁiigeén‘
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banifhed. Never difpute, therefore, with any
one, for in {o doing we neither inform ourfelves
nor others. For my own part, it was not ull
after feveral years of meditation that my fenti-
ments became fixed : thefe, however, 1 ftill re-
tzin, my confcience is eafy, and I am ‘content.
‘Were I defirous to begin a new examination in=-
to the truth of thefe fentiments, I could not da
it with 2 more fincere love to truthy and m

mind at prefent: lefs active, would be lefs in a
ftate to difcover it. I purpofe, therefore, to re-
main as I am; left my tafte for contemplation

fhould become infenfibly an idle paffion; left itr ~

fhould make me indifferent to the difcharge of
my practical duties, and reduce me into my for-
mer ftate of fcepticifm, without leaving me force:
cnough to extricate myfelf.. Above half my life
is already fpcnt, the remainder will not afford
me time morc than {ufhicient to repair my er=
rors by my virtues. If am miftaken, it is not

wilfully. That Being, who fearches the hearts

of men, knows that I am not found of ignorance.- i
- But under my prefent incapacity to inftru¢t my- -

felf better, the only method that remains for me®

to extricate myfelf, is a good life; and if out of

ftones God can raife up children to A

every mzn may juitly hope to be cnlightcﬁ#’ ]

when he becomes worthy to be fe.
1i my reflections fhould lead.

u to thm,ﬁw
I do, ‘if my fentiments fhould -

the fame as:

ours, and we fhall both be of the famc-bélizj
}wnuld give you the following advice: Expofe
yourfelf no more to the temptations of poverty

and defpair; lead no longer a life of ignominy,

{ubfifting at the mercy of {trangers, on thch:?

~Gode o c it S
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law: remember that no religion upon earth can
difpenfe with the obligations of morality, that
nothing is truly eflential but thefe, that the
heart-felt adoration of the Deity is the firlt of
thefe obligations, and that without faith there
can be no true virtue. .

Avoid all thofe who, under pretence of ex-
plamin g;natural caufes, plant the moft defllruc-
tive doctrines in the hearts of men; and whofe
apparent {cepticifm is an hundred times more

226

dogmatical and afhirmitive than the decifive tone _

of their adverfaries. Under the haughty pre-
text of being the only perfons who are truly en-
lightened, honeft, and fincere, they fubject us
impioufly to their magifterial decifions, and
give us, for the true principles of things, only
unintclligible fyftems, which they have raifed in’
their own imaginations. Add to this, that
while they overturn, deftroy, and trample under
feet every thing that is refpe@able among man-
kind, they deprive the afflicted of the laft con-

folation in their mifery; rake from the rich and
powerful the only eheck to the indulgence of
their peflions § they eradicate from our hearts

the remorfe of guilt and the hopes of virtue; ab-

{furdly boafting themlelves, at the fame time,

the friends and benefaCtors of mankind. The

truth, fay they, can never be hurtful: fofarI

am of their opinion and this is to me
proof, that wl;:at they teach cannot bﬂ-%!e

with {o many fophifing, that it would be a rath cnterprife to
undertake to expofle th;m all, One of the moft common on

the philofophical fide of the queltion is to mm&mm
ry people, fuppofed 1o be all good philofophers, with an
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Young man, be fincere without vanity; while
you acquiefce in your ignorance, you neither de-
ceive yourfelf nor others. If ever you cultivate

your

people all bad Chriftians ; as if it were more ealy to make a
people true philefophers than good Chriftians. I know not
whether among individuals one be more eafily met with than
the other; but this I know, that when we fpeak of a whole
ple, we mafl fuppofe that they would as much abulk a phi-
fophy without religion as they do a religion without philofo-
phy * and this confideration feems to me ta make a great dif-

ference in the queftion. Bayle has proved wvery acntely, that

fanaticifm is more pernicivus than atheifm; aud this is not 10
be difputed ; but he negleéted to obferve what is neverthele(s
true, that fanaticifm, tho’ fanguinary and crucl, is a great and
animating pallion ; that it elevates the heart of man, and makes
him look dewn with contempt on death; that it is a prodigi-

ovs {pring of aftion, and requires only to he duly regolated in -

order to produce the mofl fublime virtnes; whereas, on the
contrary, irreligion and a philofophical fpirit in general, at-
taches us to life, enervates and d&glﬁ:ﬁ the foul, concentrating
all our paffions in feli-intereft, and thus fapping by degrees the
foundatious of fucicty. If atheilin be lels fanguinary, it is kefs
eout of a love to peace than from an indifference te virtne 1 let the
world go how it will, it lietle eoncerns thefe pretended fages,
provided they can loll at eafe in their ¢lofets. Their princi-
ples do not excite them to flanghter mankind, but they pre-
vent them from adding to thewr number, by carmpr.inF the
mannaers which tend to their increafe; by detaching thamlelves
from their fpecics, and reducing all their affe®tions to a eliih
egotifim, as fatul to population ‘as to virtue. The indifference
of the philafopher refemhbles the tranguillity of 2 (ate under a
defpotic government : it is the tranquillity of death, and more
deltruétive than war itfelf. Thus fanaticifm, though more fa-
tal in its immediate effects than what is called the péfqﬁphc Jpi-
ri of the age, is much lz15 1o in its remoter confequences.
Philofopliy, oo its own priociples, cannot be produllive of
any viitue, which does not flow from religion, and r:ligion is
produftive of many virtuet to which philofophy is a ftranger.
As to praftice, it is another thing, and remains to be exami-
ned. Thereis no man who pradtifes in every particalar the du-
ties of his religion, when he has one; that 1strue; the greater
part of mankind have hardly any religion at all, and praclife
nothing of what little they bave 5 this allo is very true; bur
after all, fome people have religion, and praltife it at leadk in
¢ " . ' o] F part;

rance , you

true
Is one he
.of a whole
ithout
1 [eems to
cutely , that
1; but he
yuinary and
- and makes
action,
ne virtues ;
], at.
allions in
atheilm be
> to virtue :
yvided they
aughter
ting the
r [pecies ,

‘dn as to

1 [tate
[tructive

~ cts than

muter

which does
ich

to be
s of his
: hardly any
very true ;



228 EMILIUS; ¢, BaokIV,

your talents fo far as to enable you to publifh
your fentiments to the world, [peak from the®
ditates of your own confcience, without trou-

bling

part; and it is inconteftable, that motives of rveligion prevent
them often from falling into vice, and excits to virtuous and
commendable aétions, which they had not perfermed but for
{fuch motives. Let a priefkbe guilty of a breach of truft ; what
does this prove but that a blockhead had confided in him ? If
Pafcal himfelf had done it, this would have proved Pafcal
a hypoerite; nothing more.—=—But a prieft | —Well, and what
then' Are thefe who make a traffic of religion the truly religi-
ous? The crimes of the clergy by no means prove that religi-
on is ufelefs, but that few perfons are religious.

Modern povernments are nodoubtedly indebted to Chriftia=
nity for their moft folid authority, and the rarity of revolu-
ticns; it has even rendered them lefs fanguinary 3 this is pro=
vedl b{ comparing them with the ancient governments. Rﬂi—-
gion, better underftood, hath, by banifhing fanaticiim, given a

reater mildnefs to Chriftizn manners. ‘This altcration is net
the efeét of letters, for wedo not find that where-ever litera-
ture hath flourifhed, humanity hath been at all the more re-
fpected ; the cruelty of the Athenians, of the Egyptizns, the
Roman emperars, and the Chinefe, are evidence of this. On
the other hand, wha: deeds of Ch“jéﬁ and ferey have been ef-
fected by the goipel! how many reftitutions and reparations
hath not the practice of confellion brought about o the
Catholicks! Among vs how many recenciliations m
hew many alms are diftributed before an applpa:hing commu-
nion! Among the Jews, avarice let go its hold, and mifery
was Banithed from amorg them, on the approach of ﬂ!_?r jubis
lee. Not a beggzr was to be feen in their ftreets, as there is
not zmaong the Turks, whofe charitable foundations are innu=
merable. By the principles of their religion, they are tanght
to be hofpitable even to the enemies of it. Chardin tells us,
that the Mahomelansimagine there is a bridge, which they call
Fsul-Servbo, thrown over the lamesof hell, ih@_ﬂ:m to
. P.-.tﬂp_ at lhc-g:rui.?]'a.] refwreftion 3 and this th;-,—- m M;m:
they have repaired the injuries th :

coneeive that this bridge. which is to repair fo many

ties, does mot adtually prevent ihm:i.ﬁul%poﬁ:_"” vere to de-
prive thé Perfians n‘l’¥h s idea, by perfuad ni’ ﬂgﬂmﬂ s e

{uch thing as their Poul S:rrha, nor any thing like it, where
the @F“ﬁ‘ﬂi fhall hﬂfﬂﬂngn!_::h their oppredl; ;.' -+ death,
is it not clear that the latter would be very muchaat their eafe,
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bling yourfelf about applaufe. The abufe of
knnwlcdg: produces incredulity, The man of

icience difdains the fentiments of the vulgar,

and would ever be fingular in his own. The

vanity of philofophy leads to infidelity, as a
blind devotion leads to fanaticifm. Avoid both
extremes, temain ever firm in the way of truth,
or in that which appears fo to you in the fim-
plicity of your heart, without ever being drawn
afide by pride or weaknefs. Be not afraid to
acknowledge God among philofophers, nor to
ftand up an advocate for humanity among per-
fecutors. You may perhaps be thought fingular,
but you will carry about you the innate teftimo-
ny of a good confcience, which will enable you
to difpenfe with the approbation of men. Whe-
ther tie love or hate you, whether they admire
or defpife your writings, it is no matter. Speak
what is truc, do what 1s right; for the obje&t of
%r—eateﬂ: Jimportance is to difcharge our duty.

ur private intereft, my child, deceives us; but
the hope of the juft cannot be deceived.

I Have tranfcribed this whole piece, not as a
rule to be followed in matters of religion, but
as a pattern of the manner in which you may
reafon with your pupil, te prevent a deviation

Ver. I - from

snd would be freed from the trouble of appealing the former?
1tistherefore filfe, that this dofirine is not hurtful, and there-
fore it cannct be true. |

“ Your moral precepts, my philofopher, are very fine, but
praylet me know what fanétion you have for them ? Forbear A
moment to wander from the point, and tell me plainly what
you would fabititute in the place of the Posl- Serrha.
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from the method which I have been endeavour-
ing to eftablith. So long as we are not [wayed
by human authority, or by the prejudices of the
country in which we are born, the fole light of
reafon cannot, in the inftitution of nature, conduét
us any farther than natural religion, and there I
ftop with my Emilius. If he muft have another,
I have no right to be his guide; his bufinefs then
is to chufe for himfelf. '

We a&t in conjunétion with nature, fo that
while fhe is employed in ftrengthening the bo-

dy, we endeavour to improve the mind; but’

our progrefs is different. The body is already
, ftrong and robult when the mind is yet weak
and feeble; and let the art of man do what it

will, the bodily conftitution is always fure to get

the ftart of reafon. To reftrain the one, and
excite the other, has hitherto been our utmoft

carc; to the end that man might always be as

uniform as ‘poflible. While his natural affc€tions
were unfolding, we refltrained their growing
{enfibility, and rendered it fubjet to the empire
of reafon. Intellectual objefts moderated the
impreflion of thelc "of the fenfible kind. Af-
¢ending to the principle of things, we have freed

it from the fubjetion of the fenfes ; and it was

extremely fimple to rife from the ftudy of nature,
to the inquiry after its author. Sl
As foon as we attained to this point, we per-

ceived we had gained a confiderable afcendant

over our pupil; and found new ways to addrefs
ourfelves to his heart.  Then only does he find

it bis intereft to be virtuous ; to do good actions

‘without any regard to man, and without bﬁ

compelled by the laws; to be juft berween

%
%
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| %ou_ mﬁ‘ﬁp this m%}mary fill purfues his fa-
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and himfelf; to difcharge his duty, even at the
expence of his life; :m% ever to hear the image
of virtue imprinted in his heart, not only from
the love of order, to which every man prefers
that of Limfv:]f; but from the love of his Crea-
tor, which is mingled with the love of himficlf ;

to the end that he may enjoy that lafting fcli-

city in the other life, of which a good confci-
ence, and the contemplation of a Supreme Be-
ing, are fure pledges in this. 1f I depart from
this point, I {ee nothing left but injuftice, falfe-

hood, and hyprocrily ; felf-intereft prevailing o-

VEr EVEry cther cnmpentmn, teaches EVEry man

to d:fgmfﬂ his vices under the cloak and mafk
of virtue. Left the reft of mankind do my bu-

finefs at their own expence, let every thing be
referred to me only as its ultimate end; let all
mankind ucnfh i pain and mifery, to fave me
a moment’s uneafinefs, ora litde hunger ; fuch
is the language which the atheilt and unbeliever
makes uie of to himielf. Yes, J thall maintain
it‘all'my life; whoever fays in his heart, there

-1s no God, and makes ufe of a different lan-

guage, is cither 2 lier or madman.

Reader, it is all in vain: T am very fenfible
that you and I {hall never fee my Emilius under
the {ame appearance; you will always fancy

him to be like your young people ;- g:dd}*, pert,.

and ﬂ:ghty, wandering fiom one feaft and en-
terrainment to another, without being ever able
to fix himfelf. You will laugh to fee me tran{-
furm a young man full of fpirit, and in the
and vigour of lif:, into a contemplative
hlio%o hcri or rather into a downright divine..

VOHL~
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232 EMILIUS; o, BookIV. - that he is
vourite dream ; in giving us a pupil after his mpagpg
manner, he not only fafhions, but creates him; om. H1S
he forms him out of his own bram, ‘and ima- ,
gining always that he is copying from nature, TnWthh
he deviates from her every inftant. For my . ith that
part, cumparmg my pupil to yours, Icanfcarce gularity
{;—:rce ive any thing they can have in common. |e ftage of
is education being fo different, it is almoft a
miracle if he bears the leaft refemblance to them. eading
As he has paffed his infancy in that entire li- \ d
berty in which they indulge themielves in their i{steiln(;eﬁss

youth, he begins in his youth to take up with
that regularity to which they were obliged to
fubmit in their childhood : this rt:guhntf they
coniider as a fcourge, they held it in abomina-
tion, thc]r look upon the ftage of life wherein
thiey obferved ity as a time of fervitude in which
tney were tyranmically ufed by their maflers 3
they think they are not got out of their ]Eacﬁng |
itrings, till they bave fhaken off this ) yoke *
is then they make themfelves ami:nda for ﬂ:: 5
long reftraint in which they were held, juftasa
priloner is apt to extend his limbs when relea-
fed from his fetters, Yo
~ Emilius, on the contrary, is proud of-:inmg
towards manhood, and fubjeCting himfelf to the
yoke of dawning reaion ; hls bud being now
quite formed, has no longer need uf the fame
motions, and begins to fix its growth ; whnh_
his underftanding, being half fledged, tries its
pinions.

* Infancy is ever looked upon with the greatelt mnﬁ ;
by thofe who are juft out of it; as in mo mu are ranksobs

ferved with ntr.:r affeétation, than where the Iaqmm
.andnﬁ?r:mhuaimdnfhcm;m ﬁ.
idferior.

yjecting
has no

e jult out
where the
| 1his .
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pinions. Thus puberty is to one the ftage of
debauchery, to the other that of reafon.

Should you be defirous to know which of thei'f:
educations is preferable in-the order of nature,
confider the difference in thofe who deviate more
or lefs from.them: obferve the young people in
country villages, and fee whether they are as
pert and.impudent as in great cities. The in-
fancy of favagesy fays the Sieur le Beau, is al-
ways fpent in aétion, and in different paftimes
which exercife the body ; but as foon as they en-
ter the age of puberty, they grow tranguil and
penfive s and thenceforward they apply themfelves
only to ferious gamesy or thyfe of hazard *. E-
milius having been educated with the fame free-
dom as the children of peafants and favages;
will of courfe have the fame alteration in his
carriage as they, when he grows up to maturity;

‘The whele difference is, that inftead of ufing.
ackion merely for the fake of play, or for his-
fupport, he has learned to think, even in the
nudﬂ of his laborious or playful exercifes. Be--
ing thus arrived at this period, he is entirely
difpofed for the {cene into which I am about to-
introduce him ; the reflections 1 fet before him:
excite his curmﬁty ‘becaufe they are not only in
 themfelves E::tr:nmly beautiful, but quite new

to him, and he is moreover capable of under-

ftanding them. On the contrary, .yeury
people, being quite furfeited and tired wit mn-

ral leCtures and tedious catechifmsy will fu.rt:ly;'
e:p-rcfu thm diflike to mental application which -
| V3. s 4 had-'

* Adventures of the Sieur C. le Beau, sdvocate in parkis= -
- ment, : 3 ogdre Rmt Sy, gl il b -
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had been rendered fo dull to them, to tirefome ears had
precepts with which their ears had been ftunned, ited as an
and to meditations on their Creator, who had . fion and
been réprefented as an enemy to their pleafures. - . ey will
To all this they have conceived the utmoft aver- | tbe

tion and diflike ; conftraint has furfeited them 3 ien. It is

how then can it be expeQed; that they will
conform to it again, when they begin to be their
own mafters ? There muft be fomerhing new to
pleafe them, different from what is inculeated
to children. It is all the fame in regard to my
pupil; when he grows up to man’s eftate, I talk
to him as a man, and tell him nothing but what
s new ; and the things he hears, being tircfome
to others, are for this very reafon agreeable to
his tafte. : , .
Thus I make him doubly gain time, by re-
~ tarding the progrefs of nature to iTgrnve that
of reafon: but have I really retarded that pro-
grefs ! Nog I have only prevented the imagina-
tion from taking its flight too foon ; the untime-
1y leflons which a youth receives from other °
quarters; I have balanced by inftrution of a
different kind. When the torrent of our in-
flitutions impels him one way, to draw him
into a contrary dircftion by different precepts,
is not removing him, but fixing him in his fitu-
ation. 2 : =
At length the critical moment of nature ar-
rives, and arrive it muft. Since man is mortal,
he muft needs be resproduced, to the end that
the fpecies continue, and the order of this ma-
terial world be preferved. As foon as you per-
ceive thiscrifis by the figns above mentioned,
lay afide your former tone and authority. H_ﬁ;
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ftill your difciple, but not your pupil. He is
your friend, he is a man ; and treat him hence-
forward as fuch

What! muft I abdicate my authority, when

I tand moft in nced of it? Mufl I lthgn the

youth to his own conduct, at the very time he
15 leaft able to conduét himfelf, and moft lable
to go.aftray ? Muft I renounce my rights, when
it behoves him moft that I thould affert them ?
Your rights! who told you to renounce them ?
It is now they commence in refpet to him.

Hitherto you obtained nothing but by force or ar- :

tifice 3 be had no notion of authority, or duty ;
to make him obey, you were obliged either to
compel or to deceive him. But fee with how
many new ties you have bound his heart. Rea-
fon, friendfhip, pratitude, and a thoufand af-
fettions, all fpeak to him in fuch a tone as he
cannot but underftand. Vice bas not yet ren-
dered him deaf to their language ; he fecls only

the foft paflions of nature. The firft of all, that

of felf-love, makes him entirely yours ; and this
fubjection is confirmed by habil: If he fhould
break loofe but for a mement, his remorfe will
foon bring him back; his attachment to you is
the only fgixed fentiment he has; all the others
pafs away, and are alternately effaced. Do net
fuffer him to be corrupted, and he will be al-
ways docile; be will not begin to be rebellious,

. till he has been perverted.
I acknowlédge indeed, thatif you were open-

ly to oppofe his growing dtﬁres, and be fo
weak as to treat thofe new wants as vicious in-
clmnt:ana, he would not liften to you long: but
if fou ongce qmt my method;, I can anfwer for

nuthmg.
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nothing. - Remember always that you are the
minifter of nature, and you will never be her e-
nemy. !

But how fhall T a&? There is only one al-
ternative, either to favour, or to combat his
inclinations 3. to be his tyrant, or his fyco-
phant : and the confequences of both are fo very
dangerous, that it is dificult te. determine the
choice.

The firft way of fﬁlving. this- difficulty, is to-
marry him quickly; and this is certainly the-
fafeft and moft natural. [ queftion, however,.

whether it be the beft, or the moft ufeful ;. and
I will give you hereafter my reafons ;. in the
mean time, I agree that young people ought to

marry as foon as they come to a proper age;.

but this age hae been anticipated im their fa-

vour; it is we that have rendered them ripe
before the timej. we ought to wait for their ma-

turity. "1 o5y

Were we only:fo liften to their inclinations,
and be directed by their outward tokens, there
would be no great difficulty; but there the laws

of nature, and thofe of fociety, are vaftly oppo-

fite in many refpetts, fo that we are obliged te
twift and twirl continually, in order to reconcile
them:. We muft have recourfe to a vaft deal of
art, to hinder the focial from becoming the ar-
tificial man..

From the reafons above laid downy Tianl of

opinion, that by the mcans there mentioned,
and others of the famec kind, we may prolon;
the i
the fenfes to the age of twenty. And this is fo

for true, that, among the Germansy.a young
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man who lay with a woman befere that time,
was confidered as infamous; and tothe chaftity
of thofe people, authors jullly attribute their vi-
gorous conftitutions, and extrzordinary propa-
gation. ~

‘This period may even be lengthened ; and
not many centuries ago, nothing was more
common even in France. Among other inftan-
ces well attefted, Montaign’s father, 2 man “of
no lefs veracity and truth, than of firength and
goodnefs of conflitution, {wore, that he had ne-
ver known woman when he married at the age
of thirty-three, after having ferved a confider-
able time in the wars of Italy; and in the fon’s
writings you may fee what cheerfulnefs and vi-
gour his father retained, when he was pafled
fixty.  The contrary opinion is founded more
on our cuftoms and prejudices, than on the
knowledge of the human fpecies in general.

I may therefore wave the example of the
young pecple of our times, it is no mannecr of
proofy in regard to a perfon not educated like
them. When I come to reflect that nature has
fixed no term on this occafion, which may not

be either anticipated or retarded, 1 think, that,

without deviating from her laws, 1 may fuppefe

that Emilius continues, through my care, in his -

primitive innocence, and I {ee this happy period
ready to expire. Surrounded with dangers,

- which every day come thicker upon him, he is

ready to break loofe from me, do what I will.
Upon the very firft occafion (and this will foon
offer itfelf) he yields to the blind impreflion of
his fenfes; and a thoufand to one but he is go-

ing to be undone. I have made too many re-
' ' fle€tions
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fletions on human nature, not to be fenfible of
the influence which this critical moment muft
have on his morals the remainder of his life. If

I diffemble, and pretend to {hut my eyes, hea-

vails himfelf of my weaknefs; thinking he de-
ceives me, he holds me cheap, and 1 am accel-
fary to his ruin.  If I endeavour to reclaim him,
it is no lenger time, he pays no attention to
me; I become odicus and intsllerable in his
prefence; and it will not be long before he gets
rid of mé, There remains therefore only one
prudent method for me to follow 3 which is to
render him accouncable to himlelf for his adtions;
to guard him at lcaft againft the furprifes of er-
vor 3 and to fthew him plaifly th:: pcrlls with

which he is environed. Hitherio his i ignorance
has faved him, but now he muft be reftrained h]r-
his own good feufe.-

Thefe new inltructions being of great 1mlntt
ance, I think it proper to trace the fubject
. fomewhat higher. ‘I'his 1s the time to gwe; in
my accounts to him, to fhew him in what man-
ner his time and mine have been emlglnyed; to
acquaint him with bis ftation and mine ; with
our actions, with our obligations to each ul'hes-..
with all his moral relatmna, with the ¢
ments he has entered into in regard to

and others to him, with the degree he is m |

- at in improving his faculties, the road he'is to

follow hereafter, the difficulties he wi M" -
with, and the manner of furmounting them 3

to (hew him how far I am flill capable of affift.

ing hu'n, and how far he is able to H}

felt; in a word, to point out to him t}m
fitnation, and thn: new perils that I'uﬂ.'ﬂmﬁ

y
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and to lajr before him all the folid reafons which
thould engage him to watch with the utmolt at-
tention over his conduct, before he indulges his
vouthful defires.

Imagine to yourfelf, that to conduét a pupil
at this age, you are to follow quite a contrary
method, to what you ufed during the time of
his infanc}r. Make no fcruple to inftruct him
in thofe dangerous myfteries, which you fo long
amrd {o carefully concealed from his fight. Since
he muft know them, it 1s proper his knnw]:dg:
fhould come, not from himfelf, or from an
ther perfon, but from you only : and fince
henceforward he will be nhhged to fight, it is
requifite; for fear of a furprife, that he fhould
be apprifed of his enemy.

Young people who appear to be ﬂulle-:[ in thefe

" matters, without our knowing how they came

by their knowledge, feldom have acqmrcd it
with impunity. Inftruétiéns {o mdlfnreet}y 1m-
modeft, muft at leaft defile the imagination
of thofc who receive them, and incline them to

the vices of thofe b whum-th:}r are moft infa-

moufly inftructed. Thisis not all; the fervants
infinuate themf{elves into the good ﬁ:cﬂs of the

him look
upon his governor as a four erabbed man; and
one of the favourite topics of their private confa-
bulations, is to lmd him with flander and abufe.

When the pupil is arrived at that pitch, the ma-

fter may go about his bufinefs, h: has nothing
further to do.

But how happens it that the child ::huﬁ:s pri-
vate confidents ? It is owing to the tyranny of
thofe who gnv&m him. "Wh-r fhould he cnnc;:al

is
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his mind from them, if he is not obliged to be
upon the referve ! Why fhould he complain of
them, if he has no fubjet of complaint 2. Na-
turally fpeaking, they are his firfl intimates ; by
the eagernefs with which he comes to tell them
his thoughts, it plainly appears that he fancies

his notions to be incomplete till he unbofoms-

himfclf to them. Depend upon it, that if a
child is neither afraid of your fermons and re-
bukes, he will acquaint you with every thing 3
and that fervants will not venture to intruft him
with a fecret, when they are convinced that you
have his entire confidence. :
What induces me to depend the more on my
methad, is, that, by examining into the effeéts
of it as near as poflible, I can fee my pupil in
no fituation in life, in which he does not appear

in an agreeable light.. Even in the very mo-

ment when he gives loofe to the warmth of his
~defires, and rebelling againft the hand that at-
tempts to curb him, he beats about on every

fide, and is juft ready to get from me; in his

tranfports and agitations, I f}ill can trace his o-

riginal implicity ; his heart, undefiled as his

body, knows ne difguife, no more than wvice;

neither reproaches nor contempt have difpirited
him ; daftardly fear never taught him to diffem-

ble ; he has all the indifcretion of innocence s
he is ingenuous without any fcruple ; and he
knows not, as yet, of what advantage it is to

deceive. There is not the leaft emotion in his
foul, but either his lips or eyes will reveal ; and

I am oftentimes much fooner apprifed, than he
himfelf, of his inward fentiments. - s
While he thus continucs to difclofe his mind-
o
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to me with the urmoft freedom, and to tell me
his thoughts with pleafure, I have nothing to
fear : but if he grows more timid and referved;
if from his converfation I find him under the
leaft embarrafiment, nature begins to operate,
and I have not ene moment to lofe; if I do

not make hafte to give him fome inftruétion,

he will be inftrutted prefently, againft my will.

Many of my readers, even of thofe who a-
dopt my notions, will imagine, that I mean
here no more than a tranfient converfation; and
then all is over. Ah! it is not thus the heart
is governed ! all that you fay is of no avail, un-
lefs you time it well, Before you fow, you
muft plough the ground : the feed of virtue rifes
with great difhculty ; there muft be long prepa-
ratiens for it to take root., One thing that
chiefly defeats the erd of fermons, is their be-
ing preached indifcriminately to all the world.

How is it poffible to imagine, that the fame dif-

courfe thould fuit fuch a number of auditors,
fo varioufly difpofed, of fuch different geniufes,

tempers, ages, fexes, ftates, and epinions ?-

Perhaps there are not two, to whom a general
exhortation is adapted ; and our paiflions are all

fo fluctuating, that I queftion whether any man -
living was twice affeCled in the fame manner
by the fame difcourfe. Judge them whether it
be a right feafon to liften to:thc grave letures

of the mfc, juflt when the underflanding is

- clouded, and the will tyranifed, by the agita-

tion of fenfual paflions. Newer, thereforey talk

of reafon to young people, cven at the age of
reafon, till you enable them to underﬂand it
More difcourfes are thrown away by the fault of

IToL IL. 4 4 ﬂlﬂ-
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the mafters, than by that of the difciples. Lhe
pedant and the prudent tutor fay nearly the fame
things 3 but the former fays them on every oc-
<afion 3 the latter only, when {ure of their pro-
ducing a good effect. :

As the man that walks in his fleep, fkims a-
long the border of a precipice, from which he
would tumble down, if he were fuddenly awa-
ked 3 thus my Emilius, in the ﬂumba:'rs of ig_-
norance, efcapes fome dangers. of which he is
ot aware : if I awake him by furprife, he is ru-
ined. Let us, firft of all, endcavour to re-
move him further off ffom the precipice, and
‘hen we will awake him, to fhew it to lamat a
diftarite. - : . SrED |

Books, folitude, idlenefs, a fedentary and ef-
feminate life, the company of women and young
people ; thefe are the things he is to avoid at

this age, being the rocks againft which he is in

continual danger of fplitting. 'With other ob-
jefts T amufe his fenfes ; and by pointing out
* another courfe to the mind, I divert it fromtlmt.
which it was beginning to purfue; by mnunng
the body to laboridus exercifes, I cheek the ac-

tivity of the fancy by which he is impelled.

“When the arms are exerted in pard labour, the

imagination is at reft; and when the body is. __
very much tired, the paflions are not inflamed.

The beft precaution is to remove our pupilfrom.
the feat of danger. And firft of all 1 carry him

out of town, far from the caufes of temptation.

But this is not fufficient: in what defart, in -

what wildernefs will he fiee from the images by.
wwhich he is purfued ? It fignifies nothing to re-
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not likewife make him forget them; if I do
not find out the art of weaning him from every
thing, even from himfelf, I might-as well have
left him where he was.

Emilins has learned a trade, but this is not
our refource; he underftands, and is fond of a-
griculture, but this is not fufhicient; the occu-
pations he already knows, are become wo fami-
liar to him, he exercifes them by rote, and, as
if he were idle, he thinks on quite another
thing 5 his head and arms aét feparately. He

muift have fome new exercife, which fhall en- -
gage him by its novelty, keep him fully em-.

ployed, and adminifter to his pleafure and di-
verfion. Now, the only one that feems to unite
all thele conditions is hunting.  If the chace be
ever an innocent pleafure, or fuitable to man,
now is the timé we fhould have recourfe to it.
- Emilius has every qualification requifite for this’
noble amufement; fuch as agility and firength
of body, with indefatigable patience. He will
certainly take a delight in this exercife, and ap-

y himfclf to it with all the ardor of youth:.
thus he will efcape, at leaft for fome time, the
dangerous inclinations that arife from effemina-

cy. = The chace [teels the heart a5 well as the

body; it inures the mind to cruelty and blood.
Diana is reprefented as an enemy to love, and
the allegory is very juft; the languifhments of
that take their rife in the foft arms of
repofc: violent exercife extinguifhes the tender
fentiments. In the midft of es and plains,
the lover and the huntfman are fo differently af-
fetted, that they have quite contrary images of
~ the fame obje&s. The vocal grove, the cooling.
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fhade, where the former {eeks his {weat retreat,
are viewed by the latter only as pafture for deer,
a hold for wild boars, or a fhelter for partridges:
where the one hears nothing but the warhlxngnf
nightingales, and the fweet tunes of the feather-
ed choir; the other imagines himfelf the found
of the echoing horn, and the opening of the,
hounds; the one thinks only of dryards and
uymphs, the other dreams only of prickers, ken-
nels, horfes, and every thing belonging ta the
jovial chace. Take a walk into the country
with 2. couple of gentlemen of this ftamp, you
will foon perceive by their difecourfe, that the
earth puts on a different trim, and wears a dif-
ferent face in regan:l to them 3 and that they dif-
fer as much in the mode and turn of. th:q:
thoughts, as in the choice of their pkaﬁ,u& :
I can conceive a:tremely well, in what man~
_ mer thefe taftes and inclinations unite, and how

people, at length,- find time-for every thing.

But youthful paffions are not thus divided; let
your pupil have onc occupation that be likesy

and all the rcft will be UIEI}IT furgot Theva-

riety of defires proceeds frmn that of knowl,odgs;
aild the fuft plcalure we lcarn, are for a lnﬂg
time the only ones we purfue. It is not my in-

tention that Emiliws’ youthful I{E’fhmﬁd be

{pent. t:Iltll‘l:l]' in killing wild bea por do I

ever pretend abf'ulutely to juftify this ferocious =

diverfion 3 it is fufficient for me that it fufpends
the influence of a paflion far more dangerous, fo

that my Emilius will be able to hear me dif-

courfe of its power, without finding any hld ef-

fect, and give me leifure to paml: ll:sr chatﬂll; |

- without feeling any emuuun. L )
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There are incidents in life, that ought never
to be forgot. Such is that of the inftrulion I
have been mentioning, in regard to my Emilius
it thould influence the remainder of his days.-

Let us, therefore, endeavour to imprint it im

his memory, fo as never to be effaced. One of
the reigning errors of our age, is to have re-
courfe too often to pure reafon, as if men were

mere {pirits. By negleCting the ufe of figns-

which addrefs the imagination, we have loft the
moft energetical of all languages. The impref-
fion of {peech is always weak, and we convey

our fentiments to the heart far better by the eye

than by the ear.. By allowing too much to rea-.
fon, we have reduced-all cur precepts to words,
and lcft: nothing to ation. ' Reafon alone has
no active force; it forpetimes reftrains, but rare-
ly excites, and never performs any great at-

chievement. Continually te reafon, is the folly-
of weak minds. Men of genius hold quite a-
different language; and it is by this they aét,:

- by this they perfuade.

Of late:ages, I-oblerve that mankind have no -
other influence, than that of force or interefl ;.
whereas the ancients did a great deal more by
perfuafion, and by the emotions of the mind, .
beciufe they ftudied the language of figns. All:
treaties and tonventions were tranfafted with -
the greateft folemnity, in order’ to rénder them
more inviolate. Before the eftablifhment of
force, mankind were governed by a theocracys:
- that is, the gods were their magiftrates: -in their -
prefence, private people made agreements, con- -
tracts, and promifes; the whole face of the earth
was the great'book where the archives were de: -
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pofited, . Rocks, trees, heaps of ftones confe-
crated by thofe aéts, and refpected by barbarians,
were the leaves of that book, inceflantly open to
all the world. The well of oaths, the well of
the feeing and the living, the old cak of Mamre,
the attefting heap of ftones; fuch were the rude,
but auguft monuments of the fanétity of con-
tralts f on thofe monuments ne man lay a
{acrilegious hand; public and private faith were
better fecured by the guaranty of thofe dumb
witnefles, than they are at prefent by all the vain
rigor of the laws. ~ .

In the adminiftration of government, the fub-
jetts were dazzled by the external pomp of roy-
al authority., The great emblems of dignity, a
throne, a fceptre, a purple robe, a crown, a
diadem, were facred things in their eyes. The
refpecl fhewn to thofe emblems, created a vene-

raticn for the perfon that wore themy without
troops, or menaces, he fpoke and was cbeyed. -

‘What is the conlcquence of their affefling to a-
bolifh thofe emblems *? The idea of royal ma-
jefty is obliterated in the breafts of the people.

. : Kings -

* The Roman catholic clergy have very judicionfly retained

thofe figns, and after their example a few republies, among -

others that of Venice. Hence the Venetian government, not-
withftanding its prefent decline, flill enjoys the eptire affe€tion

and veneration of the people, by preferving the external ap-
carance of its ancient grandeur. .And next 1o the Pope, a-

dorned with his triple crown, there is not perhaps a king, po- 3

tentate, or man vpon eirth, fo greatly refpedied as

of Venice, though poflefled ’n{ “..E pn‘::r or aunthority, bt ren-
_ dered facred by his external pemp, and attired under his ducal
cap with a woman's head-drefe. ‘T'he ceremony of the bucen-

taur, which fets fo many fools a 'hnﬁ;{. would make the Ve-

netian populace fpill ever of for 1
of that tyrannical g”u'fﬂﬁmm:? : fh&w
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Kings are no longer _obeyed than they have
troops to enforce their commands; and the ve-
neration of fubjects entirely confifts in the fear
of punifhment. Monarchs have not the trouble
of wearing their diadems, nor grandees the en-
figns of their dignity; but they muft have a
hundred thoufand arms always in readinefs, to
fecure the execution of their orders. Notwith-

- ftanding this may look magnificent, perhaps, in

their eye; it is eafy to forefee that the exchange
will not in the end turn out to their advantage.

The eloquence of the ancients was productive
of the moft furprifing effefls; but this eloquence
did not confift merely in an elegant arrangement
of expreflions: on the contrary, it never was
more perfualive than when the orator had lefs

" recourfe to words. The moft animated part

~ was not exprefled by fpeech, but by figns; it

was not {poken, but demonitrated. This exhi-

_ bition of the object firikes the imagination, ex-

cites curiofity, keeps the mind in fufpenie, and

. oftentimes is fufhcient of itfelf to perfuade,

Thrafybulus and Tarquin, cutting off the heads

of poppies, Alexander applying his feal ro the

mouth of his favourite, Diogenes walking be-
fore Zeno, exprefled themfelves much ftronger,
than if they had made long harangues. What
circumlocution mauft they have ufed to exprefs
thofe ideas! Darius having marched his army
into Scythia, received a meflage from the king
of that country, with a bird, a frog, a meufe,
‘and five arrows. The meflenger ,
prefent, and turned back without faying a word.
In our days, this man would have pafled for a

fool.  'I'his terrible hw_.m-u&:ﬁmd&
- 48 g S » -~ an

“delivered the

T
«
|

nands ; and
narchs

of their

, to fecure
t, perhaps
n out to

ts ; but this
5 : on the
ourfe to

1S ; 1t was
nagination ,
t of 1tfelf
Alexander

> Zeno,

s . What

>y marched

.with a bird
, and

" [Ted for a



248 EMILIUS; or, BookIV.

and Darius ufed all pollible expedition to get
back to his own country. Subltitute a letter in
the place of thofe figns; the more it abounded
in menaces, the lefs it would have intimidated ;
it would have been only a rodomontade, capa-
ble of exciting Darius’ laughter.

How great the attention of the Romans to the
language of figns! Veftments according to the

difference of age and condition; the toga, or

the fagum, the bulla and the pretexta, the : as
ticlaves, the curule chairs, lictors, fafces, axes,
crowns of gold, of oaken boughs, or wreaths of
laurel, ovations, triumphs; every thing, in
fhort, n1th them, was pomp and ceremony, and
made an imprefion as fuch on'the minds of the
citizens. It was a matter of confequence to the
ftate, that the people fhould, or fhould not af-
fecmble in fuch a place; that they cither faw, or
did not fee the capitol; that they either did, . or

did not turn towards the fenate; and that their

- debates thould be on fuch a particular day, pre-
ferably to all others. Perfons accufed of crimes;
changed their drefs; candidates for offices did

the fame; warriors did not boaft of their ex-

~ ploifs, but fhewed their wounds. If one of our

modern orators were to attempt to excite the

paflions of the people, upon the death of Cefar;

he would exhauft all the common places of his
art, in giving a pathetic defcription of his

wounds, and of his body all covered with blood:

Antnn]r, though famed for eloquence, did nht'

fay a word of this; he caufed the dead-

be expofed before the people. How ngﬂ' _

a rhetoric!

But I bave infenGibly !trayed from my fn%
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with which [ want to infpire him. Then 1 fhall
talk to him, and he will liften to mej; I {hall be
affeCted, and he will feel himfelf moved.  Fired
with the fanttity of my office, I fhall give him
a much ftronger fenfe of his duty; 1 fhall ani-
mate the force of reafoning with images and fi-
gurcs ; 1 fhall not be tedious and diffufe with
infipid arguments, but full of fentiments, the
overflowings of my foul; my reafons fhall be

grave and fententious, but my heart fhall never -

know when to finifh. Then upon mentioning
all that I have done for him, I fhall reprefent ic
in fuch a manner, as if it were done for myfelf;
in the tendernefs of my affe€tion; he will behold
- the reafon of all my cares. 'What a farprife and
agitation muft I occafion in his breaft, by chan-
ging my language all of a fudden! 1 d of
narrowing his heart by continually talking to
him about his intereft, I intend heneceforward to
‘mention only my own, and fhall make a

er impreflion u 1
with thafe tender fentiments of friendthip, ge-
nerofity, and gratitude, which 1 have raifed and
cherithed with fuch care, in his
I fhall prefs him to my bofom,

ed with tears of affe¢tion. I fhall rell him, * O
* my child, in thee I place my whole good;

% for thee 1 have laboured, from thee I e Ea

“ my happinefs; fhouldft thou difappeint my
*¢ hopes, thou bereaveflt me of twenty
%¢ life, and muft render my old age unfor

This is the way of gaining a youth’s attention,

and imprinting your woids in the bottom of his
g e s

heart.

Hitherto have T endeavoured to give examples

¥ ".- -
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of the manner in which a governor ought toin-
ftrat his pupil on critical occafions. I had a
mind to do the fame on tl‘ua, but, after feveral
eflays, I gave up the point, being convinced,
that the French tongue 1s too delicate to bear thc
fimplicity of the firft inftructions on fome parti-
cular fubjeéts, when committed to writing.
‘The French, you will fay, is the chafteft of
all lmgﬁaiee for my part, I believe it to be
the moil obfcene; for the chafht]r of language
does not, as I apprehend, coniifl in carefully a-
voiding fome immodelt turns of fpeech, but in
not having them at all. Indeed,to avoid them,
we mult bave them in our thoughts ; and in no
language is it more difficult to talk with decency

on every fubject, than in French. The reader

more dexterous in d:fcnvermg, than the author
in avoiding, obfcenc meanings, is fcandalized

and frightened at every thing, Is it poffible for

‘an expreflion to pafs through impure ears, and

not to be foaled with fome part of their ordure?
On the contrary, a people of good morals have
proper terms for every fubject; and thele are
always modeft, becaufe they are never employ-
¢d but in a modefl {enfe. It is impofhible to i-

magiue a challer language -than that of the

Bible ; and thisis, becaufe every thing is men-

tioned there with great fimplicity. "To render -

thofe very exprellions immodeit, you have onl
to: tranflate them into French., The words
thould make ufe of to my Emilius, would be

entirely modeft and chalte to his ear: but'none

but perfons of his purity of heart would findthem |

fo in the perufal.
I am of ﬂplmﬂn, that refiections on the real
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purity of language, and on the falfe delicacy of

vice, might find a proper place in difcourfes on
morality to which our fubje€t leads us; for in
learning the language of modeity, a youth ought

likewife to acquire that of decency, and know

why there happens to be {o great a difference
between thofe two. Be that as it may, I main-

tain, that, inftead of the idle precepts with

which the ears of youth are continually ftunned,

and which are derided at an age when thcy
would he more feafanabie, if we were to wait
for the proper time, and to prepare our pupil
for receiving infltruction ; if we were then to fet
~ before him the laws of natun: in their full extents

if we were to acquaint him with the fanction of

thofe very laws in the phyfical and moral evils,
which are infliCted on the guilty tranfgreflors ;
iEin Fcakmg to him of the inconceivable my-
tery o

of allurement, which the Author of nature has
given to this operation, with ‘that of exclufive.

attachment, which renders it fo delicious, and

that of the duties of fidelity and modefty, by
which it 1s furmundfd “and which greatly
heighten its charms; if in giviag him a piGure

of marriage, we ‘were to rcpref:nt it not H '

the moft delightful ftate in human fociety, b

likewife as thc moft facred and inviclate of ﬂl--
contratts ; and if we were alfo to tell him all
. the reafons which render this tie fo facred and fo

refpetable to mankind, and which wrhﬁ

w infamy, who pf::fttmetﬂ violate the mw ;
bed ; if we were to paint the horror of dmmﬂ j

in its true colours, to reprefent irs brutal
thty, and the Mﬂﬁ%l: bias by whpcht ;
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diforder leads to all the reft, and at length hur~
ries us on to that which proves our deftrufions
if, Ifay, we were to demonftrate to him, in
what manner chaftity is connefted with bodily
health, with ftrength, courage, and other vir-
tucsy even with love itlclfy and all the real blef-
fings of life, I maintain, that we thould make
him fall in love with this fame chaftity, and
find him extremely ready to embrace the means

which he has been taught to preferve it ; for fo

long as it is preferved, we refpe@ it; neverisit
defpifed, till after it is loft.

It is not true, that our proclivity to evil is

unconquerable, and that we are not at libert

to (urmount it, befere we have acquired the ha-
bit of yielding to its impulle. Aurelius Victor
mentions {everal men, fo tranfported with love,
as to purchale a night’s enjoyment with Cleopa-
tra at the lofs of their lives; a facrifice not at
all inconfiftent with the intemperance of pafion.

But {uppole the greateft madman whatever, one

who had the lealt command over his . paffions,
was to [ee the apparatus of his execution, and*
was fure to perifh in the moft exquifite torture

~ within a quarter of an hour; this man, from

that inftant, would nat enly be fuperior to fuch

-a temptation, but would find very little difficulty
an-furmounting it; the frightful idea with which

it was accompanied, would divert him from it
{o that meeting with a continual repulfe, it

- would be tired of renewing its attacks. It is

the want of wil that conftitutes our weaknefs &
we are always flrong enough, if we have but a
good will.  Polenti wibil difficile. Oh that our
deteftation of vice was but as ftrong as our
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form them ; ; you know pot with whar i lmpe-
tuofity the {enfual paflions drag fuch youths
as you into the gulf of vice, I:'jr the allure-
ment of pleafure. You have not an ungene-
rous foul, I know full well; you will never
break your faith; but how often, perhaps,
will you be forry fur having pledgcd it? How
often will you curfe him who Joves you, when
to refcué¢ you from the evils by which yo

are menaced, he will find hmlfn:lf ohhged
pierce you to the heart! As Ulyfles, allur:cl

- with the inchanting voice of the Syrens, call-
ed out to his people to untie him, juft fo will

you defire to break your chains, when once
you give way to the enticement of pleafure 3
you will importune me with your complaintd,
you will reproach me with my tyrannical be-
baviour; when 1 fhall be 2 ly em-
ployed about Lour prefervation ; fludying to
procure your happinels, I (ball incur your a-
verfion. O my Emilius! I fhall never be a-
ble to bear the pain of being odious in your
fight 5 ﬂ.’f:n your happinefs is too dear at that
price. My good young man, do not you fee,
that by laying yowfelf under an ubhgatlﬂnﬂ
obey me, you will abllge me, to condu&k

fou; to fmget myfelfy in order to devote my

whole time te your welfarc; to be deaf to
your murmurings and complaints, and to be
perpetually at war both with your defires and
mine ? You fuhject me to a yoke much hea-
vier than your own. DBefore we engage in

this undertaking, let us both .confult car
ftrength; take your time, and let me have

1c1fm:= to rcﬂcf.'l: on it; and t:m:ml:ﬂ, that
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¢ he who is floweft in promifing, is always the

¢ moft exa&k obferver of his word.”

You fhould alfo remember, that the more
difficulties you ftart in regard to this engage-

‘ment, the eafier it will.be carried into execution.

The youth, by all means, fhould be made fen-
fible that he promifes a great deal, and you ftill

more than he. When the critical moment is

arrived, and he has figned, as it were, the ton-

tralt, then you mault change your language,.

and fhew as much lenity in your adminiftration
as you feemed to threaten feverity. You will fay
to him thus: * My young man, you want ex-
¢ periénce, but I have taken care you thould
¢ have no want of reafon. You are capable of
¢ feeing thoroughly inte the motives of my
“ conduct ; and for this you need only to wait
¢¢ till your head be quite cool.. Be furc you be-

"% gin always with obeying my orders, and then:

“ you may afk me my reafon, which I fhall be

% ready to give you, as foon as you ‘are in-a:

¢ condition to underffand me ; and I fhall ne-

¢ ver be afraid to tike you for my judge. You:

¢¢ promife to be docile ; and for my part, Ten-

¢ page to make ufe of this decility, only to-
¢ rendér you the happicft of mortals. The fi- o

¢ tuation you have hitherto enjoyed, fhall be a

¢ fecurity for my perforihing my word. Show -
“ me a perfon of your youthful years that his-
¢« {pent his time (o agreeably as you, and I will:

¢ promife you nothing further.”

- As-foon 2s my authority is eftablifhed, my

firft care fhall be to guard againft any neceflity

of making ufc of it, I (hall fpare no pains to-

conciliate his ion every day more and more,
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ledge, and fees into its. reafons, will behave
with more prudence and difcernment, and of
courfe more politely, and with a better grace.
Give me a child at twelve years of age, entirely
igncrant of letters, and at Gfteen I thall make
him as knowing as yours whom you infirufted.
from his earlieft years; with this difference,
that your boy’s knowledge will confift altogether
in his memory, whereas that of my pupil will
depend on his judgment. In like manner, {up- :
pofe you introduce a youth of twenty into the
world; if he is under good direion, he fhall
in 2 year become more amiable, and be more
judicioufly ﬁulifhed, than he who has been bred
there from his infancy : for the former being a-
ble to perceive the reafon of the feveral proceed-
ings relative to age, ftate, and fex, which con-
flitute this knowledge, may reduce them into
principles, and extend them to cafes unforefeen 3

re dilpofed
[e new airs

ard carriage

whercas the latter going by rote, without any :
other rule, is puzzled as foon b r:pin:a- " infancy ?
from it. 4145 e e v . ng nothing of
In France, the young ladies are all brouéhl: . perfon
' e other

up in convents, until they are difpofed of in -
wedlock. Does it appear that they have any dif-
ficulty to learn thofe new airs and behaviour 2
And will the married women in Paris be accu-
“ fed of having an awkward carriage, and no
!mawltdge of the world, becaufe they were not
: mit‘iatqd into it in their infancy ? This is a pre=-
judice of the people of the world shemfelves,

‘who knowing nothing of more importance than -
this petty fcience, have a miftaken notion, that
a perfon cannot begin too early to acquire it.

True it is, that we muft not, on the other

' hand,
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band, defer this part of education too long. |

Whoever {pends his whole youth quite retired
from the world, 1s fure to diftinguifth himfelf
the remainder of his days, by an air of force and
conftraint, by a perpetual blundering in his dif-
courfe, by a clumfinefs and inelegance of man-

ners, which his future habit of life will never |

be able to remove ; on the contrary, his endea-
vouring to get rid of thofe blemifhes, will only
expoie him to greater ridicule. Every kind of
inftruc¢tion has its proper feafon, which we
ought to know, and its dangers which we ought
to avoid. On this occafion efpecially they all
unite; neither do I expofe my pupil to them
without precaution, in. order to preferve him
from barm.

Whenever my method anfwers all the differ-

~ ent views of the fame objeét, and by guarding

againft one inconveniency prevents agother,
then I judge that it is the true method, and that
1 am in the right. This is the cafe in regard to

the expedient which it fuggefted to me on the

prefent occafion, Should I attempt to be auftere
and barfh with my pupil, I Jofe his confidence,
and he will foon conceal his fentiments from
me. Should I be complaifant-and ealy, or thut
my eyes, of what ufeis it ro him to be under
my care ! I only give a fantion to his irregula-

~ rity, and foethe his confcience at the expence of -

my own. If I introduce bhim into 'life, only
with the intent of inftruétion, he will learn a
reat deal more than [ would hawe him. If I
eep bhim away till the very latter end of all,

- what fhall be have learned of me? Every thin

perhaps but the art moft neceflary for him, bot

youth quite
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>, bya

1 never be
emifhes ,

S proper
bid . On this
without

-, and by

1S the true

lient which
and harf(h

‘ments from

- to him to
his

with the
im. IfI
ofme ?









26 4 EMILIUS; o, Book IV.

(™

does not bear that name, at leafll fhe will be

worthy of it; and we ma
the lady with this title.
~culars, if, without affirming or denying, you
get off by cvafions, his fufpicions will be chan-
ged into certainty 3 he will really believe that
you are making-a myftery of the m‘fﬂn you de-
fign to be his {poufe, and that he fhall fee her
at a proper time. When once you have got
bim fo far, and have drawn a right {ketch of her
features, all the reft 1s eafy 3 you may introduce
bim intolife almoft without danger ; only guard
his fenfes, his heart 15 quite [afe.

But whether the model which I have endea-

previoully honour

After all thefe particu--

. voured to render amiable to him, be realized or -

not, if it be drawn in a maftérly manner, it
will infpire him with as ftrong 2n attachment
to every thing that refembles it,. and as great a
- diflike to what has no-refemblance, as if th:
ject was real. 'What an advantage this muft
to preferve his- heart againft the dangers to
which his perfon muft be e:po{ed to re.ﬁrmﬂ.
his fenfes by means of bis imaginﬂiun; and e=
fpecially to refcue him from the hands of thofe
mli’trcif::s of education, who make a youth pay
for it fo very dear, and form him to polit
by divefting him of his modefty ! Sophia is fo
bathful and chafte! with what eye will he view
their forward advances? Sophia had fo much
fimplicity 1 how will he be able to put up with
their airs ! There is fo great a diftance between
the ideal objedt, and thofe he fees in life, that
there is no danger of his being hurt by the lat-

ter.

All thofe whn treat of thc gwmtﬁ%
dren,
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defires. If he is uneafy under the impulfe of e of thole
pallion, how will he be able to gratify it? His nay be a
averfion to adultery and whoredom, is equally ftoa
a.check to his engaging either with common, id befides,
or with married women ; and it is generally 11 not be
with one of thofe two cﬂndi-tiuna that the de- nd Hame ,

bauchery. of youth commences. A young maid
may be a coquette ;3 but fhe will not be void of -
{hame; fhe willnot proftitute herfelf to a young
man, who may poflibly efpoufe her, if he thinks
her virtuons; and befides, fhe has fomebody to
infpeét bher conduét. Emilius, on the ﬂth;r |
hand; will not be entirely left to hlmfe]f 3 both

of them will have at kﬂﬂ: the guard of fear and
thame, mfepzrnble from the firft defiress they

yut

'ted by his
D imitate
l1us ? What
nake no

0 arm him
to make

will not pafs all at once to the laft familiarities, s - and
nor will they have time F:.naugli to proceed gra- )pi,nion. In
dually without ebftruéions.. Before he can be- h

have otherwife, he muft have been mﬁm&ﬁdkﬂ 1 ©

his comradcs, he muft have learned of thqm to ops . |

make a jeltof mod:fij; and to imitate their 1 -
folence. » But what man upon carth is lefs an i-
mirator than Emilius2 What man is lefs fwayed
by raillery, than he who has noprejudices, and can
make no allowamce for thofeof others? IThavela- = .
boured hard full twenty years, toarm him againft
fcoffers, fo that it muft be a good while before
the}r will be able tomake him their dupe. Inregasd

to ridicule, he confiders it as the reafon of fools 3
‘and nothing renders a man more m&nﬁﬂer@ :
raillery, than to be fuperior to opinion. In-
ftead of pleafantry and jeits, he requires found
argpmﬂnts and fo long as be adheres to Mm
tiony I am not afraid of his being carried off by
.-yunfglg fops. 1 hav: cunfmw and truth on

Go dle _
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 raife themfelves above the pretended preju-
¢ dices of their parents ; they are enflaved to
¢ thofe of their companions. Ido not fee what
they can gain by this, but I plainly perceive
that they forego two confiderable :dﬁntascl %
that of paternal affe€tion, whofe counfels are
tender and fincere; and that of experience,
which makes us judge of what we know ; for
¢ parents have been children, but children have
¢ not as yet been parents.

“ But do you belicve that theyare at leaft
¢ fincere in their foolifh maxims? They are e-
# vyen far from that, my dear Emilius; they
¢ deceive themfelves to deceive yous; they are
¢ quite inconfiftent. Theyare inceflantly con-
¢ tradited by their confcience, and freq-len
« ly by their lips. Sucha perfon turns ev
. # ﬂtm modefl and virtuous into ridicule, th
¢ he wnuld be ftark mad, if his wife were to be
¢ of the [ame way of thinking. Anotherwill
¢ carry his indifference concerning morals, e |
¢ ven fo far as the perfon to wham he !ﬂ:lﬁ-
¢ trothed, and to complete his infamy, -;;. =
“ his aCtual wife: but proceed a little furt y
« 1alk to him about his mother, afk him whe-
# ther he wE:ldh:h{tfc E be the fruit din
“ ry, ortobet n of a proftitute,
¢ to ufurp the name of a family, and tn
¢ the legitimate heir of his right; in
“ whﬂhar he would patiently IM ]
¢ deemed a baftard ? lﬂthcm um': of '
¢ that would chufe his daughter fhould undergo
@ the fame diigrace, as that which M orings

:ﬁon another man’s? Is there one of them

“

| ms ? They

EpRrer

leceive you
1e1r

nto ridicule

hinking .

1S the

« his actual
n whe so
[titute , in
Of his right
~d ? Is there
> difgrace ,
all , but
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218 EMILIUS; o, Book IV.

fhinc: he has not thofe qualities which ftrike at
firlt fight. He fets too {mall a value on the
judgment of mankind, to fubmit to thefe pt:i:-
dices ; and he does not with to be efteemed be-
fore he is know His manner of accolling is
neither modelt nor vain, but natural and true;
he knows no reftraint or difguife; and in the
midft of an affembly, heis juit the fame as when
he is by himfelf. 'Will he be therefore rude,
or fcorntul, and void of all regard to company ?

quite the contrary; though when he lived inre-

tirement, he looked the reft of mankind
as nothing ; does it follow, that he fhould con-
fider them in the fame light when he mingles in
fociety? he does not give them the preference in
his outward behaviour, becaufe he does not pre-
fer them in his heart; but, on the other hand,
he does not exprefs an indifference towards
them, which he is far from entertaining ; if he

has not the forms of politenefs, he has the fludy

of humanity. He does not love to fee any per-
fon fuffer; ﬁae will not offer his place to another
through affeétation, but he will willingly refign
it to him out of good-nature, if he thinks him
mortified by neglett; for it is lefs pain tomy
young man to ftand of his own accord, than to
fee another compelled to that fituation.
Though in general Emilius has no efteem for
mankind, yet he will not behave towards them
with contempt; for he really pities their weak-
nefs, and has an affeCtion for the whole fpecies..
As he canpot infpire them with a relifh for real

ood, he lets them enjoy thole imaginary :
% : if__ﬂ.m -

with which they are contented ; left if .
diveft them of thefe, without {ubflituting any

thing
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thing in their ftead, he fhould only make them
more wretched than before.  Hence he neither
difputes nor contraditts; neither does he “be-
have with flattery or complaifance; he delivers
his opinion wit{mut combating that of any
man, for he loves liberty above all things, and
freedom of {peech is one of his chief pr:mga-
tives,

[c fays litcle, becaufe he does not chufe that

others fhould employ their thoughts about him:
for the [ame reafon, what he fays is attended
with utility ; otherwife who would engage him
to {pcak? Emilius is too well bred ever to be a
babbler Loquacity'muit needs proceed, either
from a pretenfion to wit, of which hereafter, or
from the value we fet on trifles, thmkmg fool-
ifhly that other people hold them in the fame e-
fleem as we. He who has a fufficient know-
ledge of things, to make a proper eftimate of
them; never will be guilty of {peaking too much;
for he knows alfo how to value the attention
with which he is heard, and the intereft which
the company may havc in regard to his dif
courfe. Generally {peaking, fuperficial people
are great talkers, and men of real knowledge
fay but little: it is quite natural that an igno-
rant fcllow fhould look wpon every thing he
knows as impoitant, and tell it to all the world,
But a2 man of underflanding does not eafily open
his ftore; he would have too much to fay; and
he difcerns a great deal that is to be fa:d after
him, therefore he is filent.

Inftead of reftraining the cultoms or manners
_ of others, - Emilius gladly n:unl'ﬂrml to thems

- not mr.h a vicw of appearing well acquainted -
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282 EMILIUS; or, BookIV.

this. cafe a very ftrong effe€t; men of good
manhers are real adnrcrs of the ladies. They
~do not exprefs temfelves, as the others, in a

ridiculous jargon, by way of gallantry; but they
have a more real, a more tender o inufncﬁi,
which comes fmm the heart. A ‘man of good

manners, and that had a command of hia
fions, might be eafily diftinguifhed in the com

pany of a young lady, from a thoufand de- '

bauchees. Judge, then, what Emilius muft be,
with a conftitution quite undebauched, and fo
many reafons to keep it under {ubjection. As
to his behaviour towards the fair, I believe he
will be fometimes timid and bafhful in their
~ company; but furel
" be difagreeable to them; nay, the leaft knowing
of the fex will but too often divert themfelves
with his innocent blufthes. His officiouinefs,
bowever, will change its form, according to the
difference of conditions. He will behave with
greater modefty and refpe&t towards married
women, and with more fpirit and affe€tion to-
He does notlofe fight of his
main object, but always pays more att:nmm
whatever puts him in mind of it.

Nobady
rules of decnrum founded on nature, or even on
the good order of fociety: but the former he
will ever prefer to the Jatter: thus he will pay a
Erfzater refpect to a private perfon older than

imfelf, than to a magiftrate of his own
Being thtrefor:, for the g:ncr:tl one of
youngell in company, he will be one ﬁf the
moft bafhful; not from an affeted h

f:am a nntural fl:nﬁtnon, fnuﬂM un Itiﬁln'lc
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He has not'the impertinent airs of 2 young cox-
comb, who, thinking to divert the company,
talks much louder than thofe who know moere
than himfelf, and interrupts his feniors in the

middle of their difcourfe. He will not approve, -

for his part, the anfwer of an old gentleman to
Lewis XIV. who afked him which he preferred,
the paft, or the prefent age: Sire, I /pent my

youth in paying my refpeéls to old men; and now

I muft pafs my eld age in fbewing my regard to
children. |

Endowed with an affectionate-difpofition, and
great f{enfibility, but forming no eftimate of
things merely from opinion; though he is fond
of pleafing others, yet he is very indifferent a-

bout their eftcem. Whence it follows, that he
will be more affectionate than polite, that he,

will thew no airs of infolence and pride, and
that he will be more fenfibly moved with one
cmbrace, than with a thoufand culogiums. For
the fame reafons he will not negleét his man-
ners, nor uut,wnrcl deportment; he may even
take a little pains about his drefs, not to appear
a man of tafte, but to reader his perfon more a-
greeable; hewill not have recourfe to the gold
clock in his ftockings, nor will he wear fuch a
tawdry drefs, as fhall appear to be nnhr a IID]{EII
of his wealth.

It is obvious that thefe particulars dn net re-
quire, on.my fide, a great dlf]ﬂﬂj’ of m&ru&nm,
but are the effe&t of his original education.
Some people make a great myftery of the know-
ledge &', the world, as ify at the age in which
- we acqmu this knowledge, it were not learned
naturally, and its firft phnc:ples ought not to be

| founded
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tes
Though the defire of pleafing others does not ¢ 4 doing
permit him to be ab{qutﬂI indifferent in  dng, he
to their opinion, yet he \uﬂ mind li!mn-llpﬂ ~ Vbleft - and
th:m as it immediately concerns his with- bl
out truuhlmg his bead about Eﬂlm gy troudle
‘founded in mode or pre.}udm = ermined by
does, he will have the pride of dw it well; - loquent,
and cven of deﬁnng to do it better thuaﬁhn - J1is perfon,
dy elfe. At running, he would be glad to be | editand
the fwifteft; at wreftling the {trongelt; at work 88 ( a5 his
the ableft; and ‘at games of fkill the S . o ble
rous: bt he will give himfelf very htﬁiﬂl; J udging of
about advantages, which are not .
evident, and muft be determined W | R
ment of others, as to have more g HZWIH
£00

ther, to be more eloquent, more lmﬂ |
0 me

much lefs about thofe which do mdm

perfon, as to be of a higher birth, to bereputed | bea credit
more oppulent, to be more in dteem,
and, in thort, to make a great figure.  Havinga
jove for mankind, as his fcllow-creatures, bi
fections will bachaeﬂ}r placed on th
ble himfelf the moft; becaufe hrmik
his own goodnefs, and judging of
blanee, by a conformity of taitesom:
in whatever partakes of the !JM@

M public life

"dr-r'-#a. il

“be glad to meet with approbation.

fay to himfelf, 1 rejoice, hm:ﬂﬁlﬂﬂ
. of, but becaufe my &

' aﬁpl‘ubatmu; Iam

S n i a
m&tlr !ﬁ&w %h;-: ,.H;,;' "'4%1;. b f .
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he had hitherta attempted to gain from a fludy
of their pafhons in hiftory, he will have frequent
occalion to refleét on the feveral caufes of flat-
tery and offence.  This will lead him to invelli-
gate the principles of tafte; a ftudy fuited to his
prefent period of life. '

The further we go in fearch of the definition
of tafte, the more we are bewildered: tafte is
only the faculty or power of judging what plea-
fes or difpleafes the greateft number. Go, be-
yond that, and you are out of your depth. It
does not follow from thence, that there are
more men of tafte than others; for although the

mdjority form a juft judgment of every object,
“there are few who judge in the fame manner of

every thing; and though the moft general con-

currence of taftes conflitutes a good one, there -

arc few people of tafte; juit as there are but few
handfome perfons, though beauty confifts of an
aflemblage of the moft common features.

It is to be oblerved, that we do not mean
here to fpeak of what is liked for its utility, or
hated for a contrary reafon. Tafte relates only
to things indifferent, or at the moft to matters
of amufement, and not to things conneéted with
our wantsj to judge of thefe; tafte is not necef-
fary, the appetite alone is fufficient.  This it is
that renders the real determinations of tafte fo
difficult, and at the fame time {o arbitrary in ap-
pearance; for without the inftin& which deter-
mines it, you fee not the reafon of thofe deci-

fions. You muit lihwife'diﬁingniih between

its moral laws and thofe on natural fubjeéts. In
the latter, the principles [eem to be abfolately
inexplicable ; but it is neceflary to obferve, that

there
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A Trearise of EpucaTron. 289

canfe the obje@ changes. The multitude have
then no judgment for themfelves; they judge
only from thofe whom they look upon as more
knowing: they approve, not what is good, but
what thofe have approved. Let every man have
his opinion at all times; and that which in it-
felf is moft agreeable, will be fure to have the
plurality of fuffrages.

The performances of artifts are beautiful only
by imitation. All truc medcls of tafte are from
nature. The more we deviate from the mafler,
the more our pitures are disfigured. "Then it
 is that we draw our models from the objecls we

love; and the beauty of fancy, fubjet to ca-

price and autherity, is only juft what is agree-
able to our guides.

Our guides are the artifts, the great, the opu-
lent; and their guides are either their intereft or
vanity: the one to dilplay their wealth, the o-
thers to partake of it, are continually in purfuit
of new modes of expence. Thus does luxury
eftablith its empire, and raife our defires for
what is coftly and difficults then the pretended
beautiful, inftead of imitating nature, is reck-
oned fuch by departing from 1ts rules. Thus are
luxury and bad tafte infeparable; for expenfive:
tafte is ever falle. el g

Tafte, whether good or bad, is chiefly formed
by the communication between the two fexes;
its improvement is a neceflary effect of that uni-
on. But when the facility of eﬂnyi‘ng-damps
the defire of pleafing, tafte much depenerate;
and this is, in my opinion, another very good
reafon, why goodnefs of tafte thould be conneét~

“od with that of manners. . e o :
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begun to degenerate in this refpedl, I fhould
follow the retrograde order; I fhould begin to
fathion him among the latter, and finith with
the former. -My reafon i3, that tafte is vitiated

by an exceflive delicacy, which renders a perfon

fenfible to things that efeape the generality of
mankind : this delicacy leads to 2 {pirit of in-

quiry; for the more the objefts are fubtilifed,.
the more they are multiplied ; the fubtilty of the
obje€t increafes the delicacy of the touch, and

renders it lefs uniform. This produces as many
taftes as there are men. In difputes about pre-
ference of tafte, knowledge is enlarged; and
thus we learn to think.  Refined oblervations
can be made only by perfons well acquainted

with the world, beeaufe they occurthe laft of

all ; and perfons not much accuftomed to. com-

pany, arcentirely taken up with the moil obvious -
things. Perhaps there is not a civilifed rown-

npon earth, where the generzl tafte is worfe at

prefent than at Parisy yet this is the place for
~making improvement in tafte; and there are few
- books of any efteem lately written in Europe,-

the author of which has not been to form his
tafte in that capital. They who think it fuffici-
- ent to read the books written in that city, are
miflaken; a great deal more is learned by the

converfarion of authors than by their books ; and

the authors themfelves are not the perfons of

whom you learn moft. Society unfolds our
thoughts, and makes us carry our views as far

as our capacity will allow. ' If you have any

{park of genius, go and fpend a year at Paris: -

you will foon know ﬁll’"j’bh are able to attain, or
you will never know any thing. . :
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Our modern authors, on the contrary, fay but
little in a great many words. To give us their
judgment perpetually 25 a law, is not the way
to form ours. The difference of thofe taftes is’
vilible in public monuments, and even on tomb-
ftones. Owurs are covered with eulogiumss; on
theirs you might read falts. -

Sta viator, berocem calcas.

‘Were I to meet with this epitaph on a monu-

ment, I fhould immediately conjecture it to be
modern; for nothing is fo common with us as
heroes, whereas they were very rare among the
ancients, Inftead of mentioning that a man
was an hero, they would have faid, that he was
formed to be one. To that hero’s epitaph, com-
pare this of the effeminate Sardanapalus:

1 built Tarfus and dnckiale in a day, and now - §
am dead.

‘Which do you think is moft :xpreﬂiu@' ! the
bombaft of cur monumental ftyle is only proper
for the reprelentation of dwarts. The ancients
drew men to the life, and thewed that they were
men. Xenophon, horouring the memory of
fome warriors treacheroudly murdered in the re-
treat of the ten thoufand, fays, That they died
" irreproachable in war ' and friendfbip. Tha,t is
all : but in that plain, concife culogium, you
 may eafily perceive the fulnefs of the author’s
heart. 'Wretched mult he be, who is not ﬂ:ruck
with the beauty of this paﬁ'agc!

The following words were engraved on a mar-
ble ftone at Thcrmnpylz ;

§ B b 3‘ % _ mef;
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Traveller, go and tell Sparta, that we perifbed
“here, to obey her facred laws.

It is obvious, that thefe words were net com-
poled by the academy of infcriptions.

As my pupil fets fo little value on words, I
am much miftaken, if his attention will not be
directed to thefe differences, and that they will
influence his choice of authors. Struck with
the mafculine cloquence of Demolthenes, he
will fay,
he will beer'ire him to be a,barriﬂer. s

In general, Emilius will conceive a” greater
talte for the writings of the ancients than for
thofe of the moderns, for this reafon only, that
theancieats having the priority of time, approach

nearer to nature, and have more invention. Let
- La Motte and the Abbe Terraffon fay what thty

will, there is no real progrefs of reafon in the
Mothas fpecies, for all the advantage obtain-
ed one way is loft the other: befides, we all fet
out from the fame point; and our time M:E
employed on other people’s thoughts, inflead

learning how to think of ourfelves, we have

more crudition and lefs refletion. Our un-
derflandings are like our arms, aﬂcm#uﬁ

every thing with inftruments, but
themielves. Fontenclle ufed to far, i@.t th;

whole difpute about the " ancients and the mo-

derns might be reduced to this mm

ther the trees in former ages were larger. Iﬁgl '

thofe in our time? if there had been a ehange

in agriculture, this mﬂdmm mim-,

('] et i

~proper queltion.

H.mng thus made mr plfjnlafmd once nm F
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to the fources of pure literature, I likewife fhew
him the finks of learning in modern compile-
ments, journals, tranflations, and diftionaries;
upon all thefe he will calt an cye, and then leave
them for ever. In order to amule himy 1 make
him liften to the babbling of the academies;
where he obferves, that each of the members is
fingly preferable to the whole body; and from
thence he himfelf infers the confequence and u-
tility of thofe noble inftitutions.

I carry him to the theatres, not to ftudy man-

ners, but tafte; for there chiefly it difplays it-
felf to thofc who arc capable of refle¢tion. I
fhould fay to him then, Lay precepts afide, this
is not the fchool of morality. The flage was
not built for.truth, it was made to flatter and to
amufe mankind ; thEIE is no other place where
Enu can fo eaﬁ]y attain the art of pleafing the

uman affeétions. The fludy of the ftage leads
to that of poetry, for they have both ;:a&ly the
fame objet. If he has but the leaft fpark of

tafte for it, with what pleafure will he cultivate

the poetical languages, the Greek, the Latin,
and Italian! Thefe ftudies will amufe but not

" conftrain him, which will be the means of his

making a quicker progrefs.in them : they will
afford him pleafure and delight at an age and fi-
tuation, when the heart fo warmly purfues the
feveral beauties that engage its affeftion. Ima-
gine to yourfelf, on the one fide, my Emilius,
and on the other a college-boy reading the
fourth hunk of the Aneid, or Tibullue, or Pla-
to’s banquet; what a difference! how greatiy
the heart of one muft be moved with what does

not in thf.: leaft affelt the other ! O my youth !
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us, whofe uncorrupted heart can no lnnger ferve
for a rule to any body elfe; and to look into m
own breaft for a more flriking example,uc
as will be more fuitable to the manners of the
reader, .
‘T'here are certain conditions in life, which
feem to change our nature, and to new-mould
thofe who enter them, either into a better or
worfe difpofition. Thus a poltroon acquires
courage, upon ml:ﬂ:mg in a regiment of vete-
rans. But it is not in the army alone that peo-
ple are animated with the fpirit of the whole
corps; ncither arc its cffetts always felt in a
good fenfe. A hundred times have I thought

with great concern, that if [ had the misfortune -

of being mteﬁ:d with an empleyment in a cer-
tain country, 1 {hould to-morrow be almoit in-
evitably a tyrant, an extnrtmner, a ravager of
the people, an enemy to the prince, a foe, by
my {tate and condition, to all humanity, juftice,
and every kind of virtne.

In like manner, were I poflefled of wealth, 1
fhould have done all that is neceffury to attain

it; I fhould therefore be infolent and meanj;

fenfible and tender, in regaid to myfelf alone ;
fevere and mercilefs to all the world; a fcornful
fpectator of the mifegies of the rabble for by no
other name (hould I call the poor, that 1t might
be forgot I ever belonged to that clafs. In a
word, [fhould render my fortune the inftrument
~ of my pleafures, in, which I thould be entirely

employed 5 and fo far I fhould be like zll other

rich men.
But what I fhould dtf.ﬁ:r from them in very
mu:h, isy that I {hould be fenfual and vnluptu—
; ﬂ‘“ﬁj
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‘ e luxury of
ous, rather than infolent and vain: I fhould a- hamed to
bandon myfelf rather to the luxury of effemina- d the man
cy, than to that of oftentation and vanity. I mptuous
fhould cven be athamed to make too great adif- ' - how

play of my riches; and I thould always think I - -

heard the man who envies me, and whofe heart with which
I would willingl}r break with my contemptuous
behaviour, whifpering to his neighbours: See,

;-_ me , and
_ ' would be to

what a great rogue is there ; how afraid be isto || > purchaled ;
be known ! b Al lealure in

* Qut of this immenfe profufion of bleflings,

with. which the earth is overfpread, I fhould ,

feek for whatever is moft agreeable to me, and aratify the
what I could beft appropriate to myfelf: there-  |ts would be

fore the ufe of my riches would be to purchafe
leifure 2nd liberty, to which I would add health,
if it could be purchafed ; but as it is the fruit of
temperance only, and without it there is no real
pleafure in life, T fhould be temperate from a
principle of fenﬁmlkz. L
-1 fhould follow the guidance of nature, as
near as poflible, in order to gratify the fenfes,
which I received from her bounty; convinced
that my enjoyments would he the more folid in
proportion as they were more natural.  In chu-
Ming obje@s of imitation, I ﬂlﬁﬁﬂﬂl’ﬂf‘\m [
her for my model; in my appetites I fhould give -
her the preference ; in my taftes I fhould alwa
confult her: in my rEpa[{s, I thould chufe thofe
that were drefled by her, and that pafled throt
fewelt hands in coming,to le. 1
prevent the frauds and artifices of fervants, and
go half way to meet pleafure. My houfe-fteward
fhould never be enriched by my brutal glatto-
- ny; be thould not fend me up-poifon with my

bjeets of
uld give her
I (hould
ds in
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fith, and make me pay its weight in gold ; my

table thould not be decked with the parade of

magnificent odours, and far-fetched carcafes; 1
fhould not be {paring of my labour to indulge
my {enfuality ; for labour itfelf is then agreea-
ble, and cnhances the pleafure of a good re-
pall. If 1 wanted to talte an cxotc difhy were
it the further end of the world, 1 had much ra-
ther go, like Apicius, in fearch of it, than fend
for it to my own houfe; for the molt exquifite
vians always want a fauce, which they cannot
bring with them from abroad, ner reeeive from
the mofl fkilful cook; namely, the air of the cli-
mate in which they were produced.

For the fame reafon 1 fhould not imirate. thofe
who never think themfelves in health in the pre-

fent fpot, but are perpetually inverting the or-

der of the feafons, and changing climates. By

feeking for a warmer fun in a winter, and for

more cooling- breezes in fummer, they.find the
climate cold in Italy, and hot in the north of Eu-
rope; for they do not reflect, that endeavouring

to avoid the rigour of the feafons, they rather

feel it increaled, where no methods have been
taken to guard againtt it. For my part, I fhould
abide in the fame place, or elfe I {hounld aét
quite a contrary part: I would enjoy the plea-
{ures of each feafon, and each climate. I would

have a varicty of pleafures and habits, which

fhould bear no refemblance to each other, and
yet fhould be ever conformable to nature; I

would go and {pend my fummer at Naples, and

the winter at Peteriburgh; one time fanned by

-the {oft zephyrs, and half reclined in the cool

g:mtﬂea of :rentum, another time in the illu-
-~ mination
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mination of an icy palace, quite fatigued with  “the prefent
dancing at a ball, hain , but no
In the fervice of my table, and in the furni- ts unripe
ture of my houfe, I thould make ufe of fimple o defiitute
ornaments to imitate the variety of the feafons, 5

and to partakt: of the pn:ﬁ:nt fweers of each, ch , nor of
without anticipating its future produlions. *’nay gehet
' ce of hot -

There is a pain, but no agreeable fcnfatmn, i
thus difturbing the order of nature, in pluckmg - with bad

its unripe fruits, which it gives nvoluntarily, )zen , and
and with curfe and regret; and being deftitute | ¢ them when
both of quality and flavour, are neither capable 1e dog . days
of nourifhing the ftomach, nor of gratifyingthe | . . b

| e goofeberry
palate. Nothing is more infipid than forward | " ot
fruits: you may fee people of fortune at . h
who put them{elves to a confiderable: ﬂpmeﬂ uary “f[lt

g win ter ,

hot- b-eds and glaffes, and, after all, theht]’bk _
is ferved up the whole year with bad v

and bad fruit. Were I to have ﬂmnﬂﬂ
the earth is fmmrn, and. perfumed melons in the
depth of winter, with what pleafure conld I
u&e them when my palate has no peed of being
cooled and moiftened? In the midft of t
days, woeld the heavy chefnat. umﬂnw‘w
dvzll ht? fhould 1 prefer it to the . |
ﬂ:rawberry, and other cooling f tsy, which th
earth prefents to me, w:thout fo much care
expence? To load one’s chimney in the |
~of Jenuary with forced ugr.mmnh ﬁ
flowers void of fmcll, is not embellifhin, ..*H,_ 2%
rer, but ftripping the ofprmg of i :u men| “" ¢, it
is depriving yourfelf 1F in-

" to the wood or park, to lﬂwk&e
obferve r.hc‘mrhcit -bud. aﬂgi to ¢

‘Dlealure of
irlieft bud,

&

Gﬂ glﬁ:'



. . : : ~
A Treatise of EnpucaTioNn. 301

tranfports of joy, Mortals, you are not forfaken,
nature ftill vegetates! i

In order to be well ferved, I would have few
domeftics : this has been mentioned already, and
- 1t is proper to repeat it. A plain citizen has
more rcal attendance from a fingle fervant, than

a duke and peer of France, from a firing of ten

fine fcllows in livery. I have often refleéted,
that when 1 am at table with only a dumb-wait-
er, T drink when 1 pleafe; whereas, if I had a

great fide-board and fervants, I fhould be obli- -

ged to call out twenty tmes for liguor, before
1 could quench my thirft. Whatever is done by
a fubftitute, is ill done, in whatever manner you
take it. I would not fend to the tradefmen, I
would go myfelf. 1 would go, to prevent my
Afervants from entering into a private compact

with them to my prejudice ; I would go, in or-

der to pick out the beft, and to pay cheapeft; I
would go, on account of exercife, and to fee
how the world went; a vifit of this kind diverts,
and fomectimes inflrudts; in fine, I would go,
for the fake of going abroad, and that is always
fomething; the vapours and fpleen are occafion-
ed by too fedentary a life; a perfon that ufes a
good deal of exercife, is feldom troubled with
this complaints TPorters and footmen are very
bad interpreters; I fhould not chufe to have
thofe follows for ever interpofing betwzen me
and the reft of the world; nor fhould I like ta
to drive always about in a chariot, as if I were
afraid of being fpoke to. A man that makes
ufe of his legs, has his borfes always harnefled §
if they are fatigued or ill, he knows it before any
body elle; and he is not agaid of being obliged

Vor. 1I. 1
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rich, but the refource of the indolent ; now, my
pleafures would take up too much of my time,
tor me to enjoy it fo ill. I never hy at all,

being prevented from it by my falitude and po-

verty, except fometimes at chefs, and even that
is rather oo much. Were Ia rich man, I fhould
play ftill lefs, for a trifle, and for the fake of
'cumpany When intereft ceales to be a motive
of gaming among people of fortune, it can ne-

wer be carried to. excefs, but by perfons of a |

very wrong turn of mind. The winnings which
a wealthy perfon may make, do not affet him
io much as hm lofles ; and as, by the nature of
low gaming, he who holds thl: bank, mauit at
length run away with the moncy, a perfon can<
oot confiftently grow very fond of an amufe-
meuty, where the rifks of every kind are againft
him. He who flatters hiinfelf with the expecs
rations of good fortune, may indulge his vanity
on nobler nb]e&s $ h-r:ﬁdq:n, the turns of fortune

are as vifible in low, as in high plaI. - The paf--

fiun of gaming is the fruit of avarice and idle-
nefs, and takes root only m people who are void
of thought and aE’c&mn 3 I think I fhould hﬂn
enough of both, to be abie to pals m

without fuch amufcment. You rarely I""
fons of a thoughtiul dilpofition take dcil ht in
play, becaule it either fufpendj this h:htt,mﬁ:

verts it to dry calculations : hence one, and pers

haps the only advantage arifing fromthe tafte of

literature, is in fome meafure to fti wm '

paffion: many would chu&rﬂhﬁmmm

utility of plu, than to play lhcn;ﬁ:lm fﬂ.ﬂu
party I thould argue againft it in the company
ef gmﬁma and [ fhould ham m.-gh&n |

F: (0, glels. 7y

|
y too much

. d fromit by

|ither too

j > fake of

. of fortune ,

l of mind .

ch as his

- ult at length

- of an amule
nlelf with

| jects

| pal. fun of
i le who are

e able to

shtful

d1 verts 1t

from the
would

It'|" y part, I
- | nore




A TrEATISE of EDUCATION. 30%

fo laugh at fecing them lofe, than if T were to-

win their money. |

I thould be the fame in public, as in private
life. My fortune fhould procure me eafe, with-
out marking my fuperiority. The tinfel of drefs -
is inconvenient in many refpefls. To preferve
all puflible frecdom in company, I fthould chufe
to be apparelled in fuch a manner, that in all”
companies | might appear in my proper place,.
and be diftinguilbed in none; that, without
- affe@ation, or change of habit, I fhould either
rank with low company at an eating-houfe, or
with the higheft in the Mall. Thus acquiring’
a greater maftery of my condut, I thould be
able to {hare the pleafures of every condition and
flate in life. It is faid there are fome ladies,-
who fhut their door againft gentlemen that wear
cambric ruffles, and will admit no vifitors but
in Flanders lace; then I fhould go and amufe
myfelf fomewhere elfe : bur if thofe ladies were
young and pretty, 1 might pollibly put on lace-

rufltes, to {pend an evening ortwo in theircom-

anvy.
: ’l‘rhe only band of all my friendfhips would be
mutual attachment, a conformity of tafte, and
agreeablenefs of temper ; I thould cultivate them:
as 2 man, not as a perfon of fortune ; and never-
would I fuffer thofe focial pleafures to be poifon--
ed by felfith views. If my opulence left me a-
ny humanity, I fhould estend my benefits and"
kind offlicés to a confiderable diftance ; but near
me I fhould chufe to have a fociety, and not a-
court ; of friends, and not of clients; I fhould-

not be the patron of my guefts, !mt thgir-hgﬁ_f. .

My conneétiens being founded in independence
: : C e 3 and

ocure me
ent in many
to be

| my proper
ge of habit, |
higheft in
able to [hare
ne ladies ;

111 admit no
. ~ here elle :

uffles , to

. iformity of

10t as a
poilon - - ed
end my

1d chule to

' not be the

1
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and equality, would be feafoned with candous
and benevolence; and where neither duty nor
interelt were concerned, pleafurc and ﬁ'mndﬂup
alone fhould give law.

Neither friendthip nor love can be purchafed,

It is eafy, indeed, to have women for money;

but this is the way to be beloved by none. Mo-
ney, inftead of conciliating affeCtion, inevitably
de rnjrs it. - Whoever pays a woman for en-
joyment, were he the moit amiable man in the
world, from this mercenary confideration can-
not be long poflefled of her love. He will foon
pay for fomebody elfe, or'rather this fomebody
elfe will foon be h:red with his money ; and du-
ring this double conne&ion of intereit and de-
baucher]r, without either love, hunnur, or real
pleafure, the grccdj', faithlefs wretched woman,
will be treated in the fame manner by the bafe
fellow that receives her money, as fhe ufes the
poor fool who Fwes it, and will quit fcores with

: both. It would be charming to thew our libe-

rality to the object we love, if it were not mer-

cenary: I know but one way of :ndnlg_ing this

inclination with a miftrefs, without its proving
the bane of love ; ‘this is to give her all, and to

But where

depend on her for 2 maintenance.
will you find the woman, to whom

the utmoft extravagance?

‘He who faid, I poflefs Lﬁi, I.'J!.B ‘
not poffefs me, madc ufe of a fcnad'ﬂ 2hi
paﬂ'cginnbe mutual, huaq!-

fion. Unlefs the
thm at all; at the moft, it is poflc
and nul; the individual. Now, w

part of love is not mnﬁdﬂed, th ﬂmﬂ% qﬁ

q

Go, gle.

Beok 1V,

you could
behave in this manner, without bmng‘ Em'hpﬁf

l'
vhere neither
‘give law .

Ve women

d of

1 for en
'1ary

- or fomebody
“and du ring

, honour , or
In the [ame
\r fool who
our libe
~way of

f love ; this
vill you find
uilty of the

ofa
all ; at the
moral part
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alter my conduc, when I come to be tich;
_there is one point in which I fhould never

308 EMILIUS; or, BookIV.

His laft expectation is to pleafe by the favour of
novelty, and this is furely his private motive: |

- but he is miftaken, the horror he excites is as
. much in the order of nature, as the paflion he

would fain infpire, is againftit: he is likewile
difappointed in his foolith expeétation; for na-
ture takes care to affert her right: every girF
that fells herfelf, has difpofed of her perfop al-  *
ready, and this having been her own choice,
the has made the comparifon of which he is fo
much afraid. He therefore purchafes an ima-
ginary pleafure, and is equally an object of
horror. Rk T

ely his
1 the order
vile
jer right :
1s having
i: uch afraid .
't of horror

" me to be

als , no

) little
-1, inthe

> betrayed

£ |d court the
Sattempt to

For my part, it would be in vain for me to H

change. If I had no morals, no virtue left, yet I
1 fhould rctain at lcaflt fome tafte, fome fhare of
fenfe, alitle delicacy 3 and this would prevent
my fquandering my fortune like a fool, in the
purfuit of chimeras; from exhaufting my purfe
and my health, onlyto be betrayed and laughed

-y =
=

“thing ; [
; I thould

at mult end
d laughter

13, to be the

at by cel of girls. Were I in my prime of
life, I'{E:u]d court the pleafures of youth; and

eager to enjoy them in perfetion, I fhould 1"
not attempt to acquire them as a man of for-
tune. If I remained as I am, that is another
thing; I fthould prudently confine myfelf to plea-

' AR

fures proportioned to my years; I fhould tafte
fuch amufements as I am capable of enjoying,
and relinquifh all that mug end in my own dif<
grace. ‘I thould not expofe my grey. locks to
the fcorn and laughter of girls; l&iJ&mt

~ to fee them fhocked at my loathfome emb .. o
. _ﬁ_ht‘t]& fubject of the moft ridiculous ftories;

: !
Rt o,
L] -~ 5 .-_l 5

it
o

Gﬂ_,&l;ﬂ ‘.‘.



C\J













V)



0 -
Al ITCCUO
D d C
adNd dd C
et +
'F
DPOICA 1O
3 ¥ C
4 e 10 d
S
}
: C
r
4 e
- L
% 0
"
3
N +
i
¥ ON0C
¥
dl'd Ad110
cl 0O Cl







s T

il i i S P
¥ o ., - - W ol
-_._...u:. i I S
R R ]
w I o i -

a T T -




A4 TREATISE of EDUCATION. 317 _

people any confiderable time, without fmarting
for it fome way or other yourfelf 5 for their
long curfes will fooner or later embitter your

gamecs

pleafure. “Lrue amufements are thofe which you
fthare in common with the people ; thofe which
you want to ingrols to yourfelf, change their
natur¢. If thc wall I build round my park
renders it a difmal inclofure, I have bc:n at a
confiderable expence merely to deprive myfelf of
the pleafure of 2 walk 3 then I am obliged to go
and take it fomewhere elfe. The demon of
property infeéts every thing he touches. A man
of great fortune wants to lord it every where,
and is never ealy where he 15 ; which 1s the rea-
fon of his fhunmng himfelf. As. for me, I
fhould behave in my ftate of cpulence, jult asT
did in poverty. Ri cher in the enjn}mtnt of other

eople’s lands, than ¢ver I thould be in my ownj

{hould take pofleflion of every thing that fuit-
ed me in my neighbourhcod : no conqueror
would be more refolute than I; even princes
themfelves would not be fafe from my ufurpa-
tion 3 I would feize indifcriminately on all the
open grounds that plealed me; [ would give them
particular names ; the one I would call my park,
the other my terrafs, and thus I fhould be lord
and malter of it: there I would walk without
hind?te, and thither I would often return to
maintain my pofleflion; I would make ufe of the
ground as much as I pleafed by frequent walks;
and I {hould never be perfuaded, that he whu
enjoyed the title reaped more benefitthan I from

hm eftate. M if you began to vex me With

| ditches

5, -

-Go g;l:: o

Again I fay ity all exclufion is the death of L

yourfelf’;

‘e thole
grols to

ta difmal
1f of the
The deemon
to lord it
fhunning

1 in poverty
in my own
od : no

d not be

| grounds

1l my park
wvould walk
>ffion ; I

nd I (hould
an I from
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