


' Q:&Jq.IBS’L

DOCUMENT 2807

JITCD STLTTS LR/ FORCES IN THEZ FuR IRLST
OFFICT OF TIL. SLFF JUDGE LDVOC..TZ
(W.R CR1IM™S BR.IICH)

.EI-QPOO. 501
9 4pril 1945

3UBTACTs Repori of War Crimes Branch on the Investigation of the
wllecged warder of Filipino Civilians at Vapdap; Ionson
Island, Cawotcs, Islands, Cebu +rovince, fhilippine Islands,
by the Imperial Japanesc -rmy on 29 Uecember 194M.

The Judge sdvocate General, War Crimes 9ffice, Washington
SO ¢ T
9 Ya Va

wWIUA.C0s

Briefly summarizcd, the evidence adduced by the Iavestigator-
Lxaminer is to the effect that:

At approximately 930C o'clock December 29, 1944, a patrol of
about 50 Japanese soldiers, iicluding two officers, entvered the barrio
of Dapdap, Yonson Island, Camotes Islands, Philippinc islands. On
arrival, the soldiers, with the aid of two interpreters, -smilio sHngos
anu Sofio Itaas, who were later kilied by the Japanese (R, 4,16). went
throughout the village commanding all families to gather ot the towm
plaza immedictely. It was explained that the purpose of the mesting
was to issuz passes to the inbhabitants so they could be identilicd and
would not bc molcoted by other Japa. ese soldiers passing through. .t
first thc pceopls were rcluctant to execute the order; however, aiter
being told thoy would be shot for non-complimce, they readily obeyed.
(Ro 1,3,5,13422,24,28,39,32,:35:37,38,40,41,45 ,47,48,50)

Shortly after arriving at the plaza, the pcople, numbering
apout four or five hundred, wer. ordered to group themselves in families
and eongregate in the church so they would be unobserved fram a planc
which wie heard in the vieinity. The cexcuse given tms that ther night
bs strafcd. The people followed out the iustructious without dceclaye
Ouc Jopanese officcr sat near the altar while the sccond statiouned him-

sclf at thc door. (R. 26) The former then called then to order, and
through the interpreters, askcd if anyone had seen or knew thc where=-
shouts of throee -sucrican soldiers who wore supposed to have laaded on

he island that worainze -+11 raplied i the anegutive. e then directed
all fraa Ccbu to raise their haands. -» few hauds, probobly not mcore taan
five or six, woere shown. +ikewise, he inquired vwho was from lcyte and
10 hands were raised. Finally, he asked vho was from Yopdap cud prac-
tically 2ll signified they were. (R, 2:5:15:23 25+ 28,3235 ,38,40,1;2._56)

By this time it was zalmost 12:CO0 o'clock so, at the
rcquest of the people, the interpreters asked permission from the
officer in charge to return to their aomes for food. He consented
but directed them to depart one family at a time, accompm ied by
soldier guards who would sesrch their homes, “sach family was then
told to form in linc. (R.2,3,5,6,30,32,38,39,42,45,47)

The fortunato family (1ast name unknown) from Cebu, ms
the first to lcave. It was first on a2 registration list of civilian
rcsidents previously preparcd by the Japa.csc, <ss coon as they
pessed outsidz, their hands were tied and they werc led amye. (R.1,2,6)
Ornly onc son, Yerfidio, survived. (R. 7) Shortly thereafter, the Japancse
soldiers returncd aud led another family group awy. (R. 3)
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Mrs, Febiana Moralos and her three children followed, ~nd
about threce hundred yards from the church, their hands werc ticd
bechind them, c=xcept lirse Morelos' whose hands were tied in front
becausc she wes holding her mursing child. Proceeding a little
further, two Japancsc guards began bayonetting them onc after the
other, onc bayonet thrust passing ecompletely througa the baby's body
into iirs. sworelos' side, she being the only member of the family to
escape alive. (R. 32)

: Fiveo Japanese soldiers then took out the Candido Hollo family
of eipght. Jbout five hundred yards from the church they were tied and
ayonctted, four being killed acd the remaining four receiving many
serious mltiple wounds. The wife, Volores, rcceived nine woundse
She was holding in her arms her daughter, btaxina, age threc years,
when one Jap soldier thrust a bayonet through the child into the mother's
left breast. (R ILO-I;B)

Basilio Goeela's fzmily of scven was conducted to a place
about one half kilameter away vherc they were tied and bayonectted by
the Japancse guardse. 4&ll were killed, except the sixteen year old
daughter Perpetua, who was wounded in four different places. (R, 47)

Beeause the churcih was fillced when seven members of the
Lucecnas frmily ~rrived at the plaza they were taken to a nearby house
' by six Japanesc soldiors, and later to a banana grove, where all vere
tied snd six were killed by boyonct stabs. While theothers were being
bouiid the daughter, aulita, brokc away ~nd esccped but was shot at
several times. (R, 37.38)

wfter several families hzd been disposed of by individuald
units, groups of threc or more families werc ordered from the church
collcetively. (Re 6,7)

..4 cbout onc o'cloeck in the aftcrnoon the Teofila Gocela
family of ninc members, and three othor families, all living in the
hills adjoccat to the town, werce brought down and placed in the church,
2t -which time it was half-fillea. They were accorded the se treat-
ment as the othors they joined. Shortly thereafter the famlly was
teken therefrom, their hands tied behind their backs, and led to a
shed in the ncar vicinity, wherc all rere tied to one post and niae
Japanese soldiers began thieir work of carnage by bayonetting tae victims
in their bacikse. he mother saw her eighteen rmonths 21d daughter
killed by a bayonet tarust which disamboweled her, She saw them
kill her son Pominador, aged four. They also bayonetted the
remaining seven, after which the ropes tying them to the post werc
cut 2nd lirs. Goceccla fell to the ground uncoasciouse. (R, 8,9)

Later, one of the soldizsrs placed a lighted cigarette on ler right
temple to determine if cshe were still alive. Ohe did uot iove end
feigned deati. The guards then wipod their bloody bayonets on the
victims' clothes, covercd the bodies with bananc and coconut leaves,
and departcd. Her soa Franciseo, seventeen ycars old, wWid was
wounded in eleven places, roused himszlf and untied the hands of the
six who were liviang, hid them in the thick grass, and went 1n search
»f a house, but upon returning fouad that two had died, The remalin-
ing four went with him %o = nipa hut wherc they subsisted for four
G~ys on unripc bananas and without watcr. Francisco died two days
later, the sthers reomaining two days longer when the stench of his
aceomposing body forced them to rove. (R, 9) The szurvivors went
to> Babay, Leyte, and were hospit-lized. 4#rs. Gocela also saw the
bayonctting of herx brother's faunily of seven, naned Luceuaas, all of
whon were killcd cxeept the sevena year old daughter Victoria. (R. 9)

The Lacsoun fanily of six meabers and tlirec other families
were formed 1lato a group of about tweaty, whose liands were tied
to; ether, and led t5 a house in thc borris. «rriviug therc the Jap
soldiers fixed taeir bayoncts. The vietius knclt on the floor
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pleading for mercy, the fatlier cven begzing to be a servant for the

Japancse, but thelr supplications were jgnored and they were set

“upon nd bayonetted, Of this fruily omnly the thirteen yecor 2ld
danghtazr sorma and her brothor Nicolas, ~ge eight, survivcd. The
father was seversly munded and dicd cight dnys later. (R, 6,7 .10-12)

anily group of twenty=-five, including

The Cornelio Tanza £
cd to a bushy area end bayonettcde

several nursing babies, wAS conduch
Of this entire group only four survived, cach of whom suffered nuncrous

wounds. Coraelio crawled into o coconut graive, and because of his
reakened eondition was forecd to stay for four deys subsisting on

uator alonee (Re 30,313 ¥4 2y e 6 of Dxe is)

The third group of approxinately twenty, including the Jorge
Mari fanily of four, wosS 1ed into the woods about onc hundred yards
away to a house vhere the soilcicrs srdered the men 1O C€2iC forwmrd and
be tied. Likowisc, wonen nd children were then brought forward and
the entirc group Was bayonectied. Only two cacaped al ive, Jorg> vari
and an o1d lady by the nane of Corneliz, last namc aat kiown, and they

to2o0 had becn bayonstted and severely injurede bipr, Mrri witucssed the

" killing of ais wife and two children, tho latter aged 3 years and 2

nonths recpectively. (R+ 23

and fouxr of his children werc in a group,

nll of =shaui Were ticd a short distance from the church and then taken
about three hundred yards furthcr here they were halted and bayonctted.
Tw~ of these children werec killed and another died later of his wounds,

while four of his sther ciildrcen, apparently ia another group, Were
xilled on the sane doye g gdalend received cleven woundse (R. 38,149)

ungdaleno Jaballa

When the church was about half erptied (R, 13,45) thc
rc.aaining people become apprchensive ~f their lives. Sore Saw bload
runaing out of 2 nearby shack (R.2) , O few naticed the soldicrs washing
their bloody boyonets at the crtesimn wvell neartcy (R, 25/, =2nd others
sbserved that as soal as the fanilics werc tckeir outside they werc
shacklcd with ropese Tutiquio lucznas then urged those rernining
to fight for their lives and attarpt an 2scape whcreupon he picked
up a rock, mrlec it at the Qoo guard, hitting hin on vhe head,
and knocking him 1O the grouile He also rushed anotner marda but
was killed in his pid for frecdonl Many then madc wreak for the
door and were o ehine-gunned indisceriminately OT stabbed with bay-

onetse (Re 2_5) Saveral pleaded and begged for 1CICY .y but to 2o
avail. Thc church resounded with the weils and cries ~f the wounded

~nd thosc who feared death was irpinent. (Re 45

werc killecd by rifle and nachine gun fire while runiing toward the
boach. < very amll nuiber escaped anscathel and {ound safcty in
thc sca oG SWaAlPSe Re )4.9) Most of the vietiias showed nwaerdus
gtab woundc, somc babies in their .1others' arms were run through
~nd thc blades passcd snto the bodies of the motherse. One woinn
-ms found who had givei prermature birth to a baby and its dead body

s beside heTe (R L;9—51) inother victin, while plcading for

serey froa tae Jap ofiiccer at the altar, was stuck by a sabre

wiclced by hiin, severing his shoulder and resulting in iimedaatc
deathe (Re 13-104 27-29 16-51)

Tach time the soldicrs returned from escorting a faniily to

1ts doon they talked with the officcrs and all laughed as if 1t were

a gala 2censione The officer at the altar kept aaokiing while the
1 gsacre wes going on and gave ~rders fron time to T, One officer
perticipated in the bayonettinge (R, 3.6,23,27;31;1;6; Sx. 13 of EXe i)

clock in the aftemool, after covering

ibout three or four 5
t.e Japs dcpartedes

their viectims with benana and coconutb leaves,;
(R. 2,7-9; Bxe 12 of Zxe &)
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The wounded, both fron the church and family groups, after
rocovering sone strength, went to the surrounding swalps and junglcse.
Soriec wore so weak they had to crawle They contacted fricnds aid rel-
atives and by various nnd devious :eans crossed the sod individually
and i1 groups to Babay, lcyte, Philippine Islands, where they were
hospitalized. Later, sonc of the wounded died. (R, 2,3,5-9,11,13,16,

23,26 ,28,31,32,36,39,49,42,45,47 :49.51)

On 30 Deceiber 194k Cirisco labiste and his brother, Serglo,
were at Sen Juan, Pilar, Ponson Island, and hearing of the nassacre,
pracceded iizicdintely to Dapdap to look for their fauuilye On the. way
they net their father, two sisters; and three brothers. Yne sistor
was in mmch pain causcé by two bullet wounds in her bockse Proceeding
alone to the barris, Ciriaco saw wmany Ceal bodies in the church piled

on top of each other and the reinins of approxinately onchundred
lying outside, amonyg which were the bodics of his nother and one brothere.

(R. 43, 41)

On 16 Jaaucry 1945, Captain Gonzalo R, Sievert, Lxecutive

Officer of the 94th Regient, 92nd Division. P,irs , accanpanied by Major

Pete W, Scott, PCaU Lo, 15 Detachicnt, Captain Henry L. Guire, 5th 4ir

Force, and a Sergeant Willian Young, photographer of the 7th Infantry

Division, were ordered by a task force coniander, Colonel Walker, 182nd

Infantry, 7th Division, U, S, iny, to procecd to Daplap, meke an inves-

tigation, and dispose of the dead bodies. Before arriving at the town

they met three survivors of the debacle, all of whon gave evidence of

puerous woundss opproaching the %own the foul odor of dead bodies

£i11ed the aire They looked in two huts ond saw approxinately 3C ¥o 50

and 15 to 2N bodies respectively in a bad state of deconposition.

Dogs and other =anirals hac eaten awny large portions of $he bodies

naking it difficult to escertain whether they were nen, wouen o children;s
however, the presaace of long hair and siall skulls indicakted that there
were sxeof the Xl tter in the groups. Proceeding further into town they
inspected huts en route and Hupd siunilar condi tions existinge. 4arriving
at the church they saw about 100 bodies scattered on tho gound in ad
around the building, about half of which were inside, aad visible fron
the doorway . Hoerc too, the dogs, hogs and otvher an ima) s had devoured parts
of the bodiese about 5C0 yards north & the church they c» served approxi-
nately 50 to 60 dcad bodies under an acacia tree, al in an advanced state
of decopositions Several dogs and pigs were cating the raaains, and
chickens picking the bones. They counted 237 dead au estiiyr ted therc were
50C dead bodies in mad arounda the barris. (R 17-19) The photographer
took various pictures, one of a shack where dead could be scen in the door-
way, others showing the concitions insi de sndoutside the church, one of
nwicrs Gead bodies in 2 lme a short d stance awey, and one of o decou-
oscd body tied to the trunk of & tree and identified as wuentin Morelose.

R, 9, 20, 21; 2x. 2,34 of Ex. i)

Onz of the bodics showm in ZTxhibit 19-1 of ‘uxhibit « was
fcentified as that of o 1xn known as "Masy'; in BExhibit 19-7 of Lxhible
« mnother body was that of a man naned "Pecong". (R, 4, 6

Txhibit 1 of Dxhibit « is a trauslation of an undated conpany
srder coptured on Yonson Island on or about 18 Jenuary 1945, which directs
t1.nt the toan of Pilar be exteriiinated at 24C0, and sub-paragraph 5, para-

craph IV recites the platoon form:tions. Opposite the 2nd Platoon
appears the naie "burazawe." This exhibit also contains a trauslation of
o dinry, beloaging to cither on s>fficaer or scrgecant isnjor, 4th Coipany,
orcanization not stated, showing the followingz entry? "29 Dec 44 - Dapdap
:&[300 1ole DLsperanza 150 ien. Cowuplcetion of subjugt ione. Departed San
Eidro."

-l] -




DOCUMENT 2807 . P
age

Witncsscs tocstifisd that there were two officers with the Jp anesc
solédicrs at the eaureh. Thce one 2t the altar was tall, large, wWith a long
face, heavily beardécd, clipped har md about U4C years of age. He ywore
sp:etacles, a long sabre, revolver 2id a unifora with a patech on each
breast -7ith stors set upon 2 backgroual of rod lines. (R. 27, 33) The
>ther, 2 Captain Cruzawa or hurazawa, was of rejular height, beardlcss aad

wore a eap with flapping back, comrion 0 the Japanesc soldiers, 2 sabre
aand stars upoa his uanifori. (R, 26) One officer w~s killed by a civiliaa

rf';.t tll"‘ ChuI‘Ch- (R' 7)




