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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
CONFIDENTIAL
REPORT No VC=91 #80

The second Support group of four VT pilots of VC-91 on 7 May
departed for Okinawa from the MAKIN ISLAYD at 1130, and joined up with
four VT from the SEAMROCK BAY and MEXN four from the RUDYARD BAY. Lt.(jg)
Butler was Flight Leader, but as a result of various difficulties, he
was the only one of his division to attack the assigned target.

Lt.(3Jg) Smith and insign Vieau were instructed to leave the
group and return to base esrly after dumping their loads on targets of
opportunity in the Southern part of Ukinawe, because of failure of
Smith's prop governore. Lt.(jg) Eane stayed with Butler but due to faulty
radio reception understood the target was 7864TY (town of Iwa) instead
of 79§425 (five 10x10 foot caves believed in use by the Japs as a supply
depot,.

Butler, leading the'main group in two bombing and two rocket
runs from west to east, placed five of his bombs and four rockets squarely
in the area, but could not assess the extent of his own damage; however,
he reported the five huts closed by the group attack.

Kane, concentrating on what he believed was the target, fired
a few hundred yards soconer and placed all of his bombs and rockets and
480 rounds of .30 and <30 calibre ammunition in the village of lwa,
blasting several buildings but starting no fires, - Butler also strafed on
his runs.

Meanwhile Smith and Vieau went target hunting. Each dropped
all their bombs in & single run and Smith fired two rockets on a second
at caves atop & ridge running from 7456FG to 75667Q, which they thought
likely hideouts for Jap troops. Damage was not determined, but all bombs
apparently landed on the ridge and two rockets were seen to explode in
one cave. Vieau fired his eight rockets into a villege at 7458PU, startin
two {ires of at least two houses each.

5mith and Vieau then expended Smith's remaining f{ive rockets
and a2 total of 1268 rounds of 50 and 30 calibre smmo in a half-dozen
attacks on the towm of Ibaru (TA 7557PQ), leaving at least eight fires
burning among the houses. ~

Bombingz runs were made generally from 3000 feet, a dive of
30 degrees and release at 1000 feet; while rocket runs were shallower,
about 15 degrees, {iring at 700 to 1000 yards. |

Pilots participating were:

e Butler
Ge Kane
Le Smith
Vieau,

Lt.{jz) D.
Lt.(iz) D.

Lt.(3g) A.
m‘. H. EO
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X111. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left,
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Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasse:
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Fiela Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant |

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics

At Various loadings
POWER PLANT

Hone.

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

| ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiltarv Plant
| 1ahts

FUEL SYSTEM
“FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

B. H. SPENCER, LT., A.CoI. OFFICER Fo Mo BLANCHARD, LT., C.0. 7 May 45

SIGNATURE

e e — e e S —————m—— R T —— e D E L n ———

RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY DATE

ALLSET MFD. DY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




