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HEADQUARTERS
Us S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY .
(PACIFIC) v
APO 234 4
¢/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRANCISCO m/ ORDER
‘uj c
INTERROGATION NOt 425 PLAGE fdG pARM"
(Yap Intell No 42) Y@§%*5 /hj,

Division of Origing Japanese Intelligence aectiQQ;‘/4%,'USSEé{QL
NOQD
Subject: Alrcraft and Ship Recognition.
Person Interrogated and Backgrounds
Lt. Commander NAKAGAWA, Toshi, IJN
Commander NAKAGAWA'bombed a8 crulser in the attack on
Pearl Herbor: he also compiled the books on recognition of
Aireraft and Shipping. Then he was asslstent to the Senior
Btaff Officer of Alr Cperatlons, 5ut had no specific dutics,
and he did not eontinue with staff instruction. At the onc
of the war all copies of his recognition menuals werec des-—
troycd. He'has altogether 1500 hours of flylng time., &
Japanese interprcter was present during the interrogation.

Where Intervieweds Meiji Building.

Intorrogator: Lt. Comdr. T. M. CURTIS, USHR
VY il
CHRONCLOGY |
1937 Graduested from laval Acedeny

1938 (July) Treining Alr Group at KASUMIGAURA

1939 YOKOSUKa Alr Group
SAIKI, Kyuslm Alx Group
14th Alr Group in Chine (HAINAN)
1940 (Novembver) EIRYU Carrier
1921 Perticineted in Pearl Herbor Attack
1942 YOKOSUXA Alr Group Instructor
1944 Staff 0fficer, Combined Naval Force

1945 Bureeu of Personnel Affairs
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SUMMARY S

In November of 1940, the Oommender was assigned to the HIRYU
Carrier. By the time of leaving KOKXAIDO, he knew e projected
attack on Pearl Harbor. He was 2 Division Chief, and piloted the
first of 9 planes. While at see ne recelved a navigation chert of
Oerm. He knew Oaptain FUCHLDA who 1ead the Pearl Harbor attack,
end loarned the date and hour of the attack the night bvefore 1t
was to take place. The HIRYU was 17€-180 miles from Ozhu at thls
time. After leaving the earrier, ne received instructions by ra-
d4o0 to drop Bis single 200 kilogram bomb on & cruiser, which he
did., 4after the atteck he made en oral report to thc Captain in
cherge of the HIRYU, but %o nis knowledge there was no writton
report madee.

after Pearl Herbor, the Coumnander returned to Yokosuke, re=
tired from ective flying, and became an alr Group Instructor. He
tencht dive bombing, and the operation of flying boete, and after
1942 organized a course in recognition. When he camé to Yokosuke,
there were the following types of plenes, ebout 100 of =211 typeel

Carrier Torpedo Plenes

Carrier Fignters

Cerrier Bombers

Lend~besed Reconnalssance Planes
Lendi~based 2-engine Torpedo Plenes
Flying Boat for Recon, L—engine
dwgcoter 2~float Plene

2-goater 2~float Plene
Sin;le—~float Fighter Plane

The course of recognitlon was orgenized es followss The
Conmmender essembled from non-clessificd magazines and NnoWsPaNcrs,
Jencs registers of shipping end oircraft for 1941, end what files
were on hend in the Navy Dept., the Gunnery Schonl, end the Torpe-
do School, guch pictures, silhruettrs, and data necessaly to teach
his subject. Toward the end of the wer, he ealso used woodern mo-=
dele in hie classese The plctures were prcesented es projected
slides. There were no moving picture facilities available. The
course lasted over a Fear end the students of the course were 4N
EM, 15 Naval Acadeny offilcers, and 200 Reserve officers receiving
from 1 to 2 hours! special instruction. |

The following Americen Planes and Shipe were teushbs

F4F, F4U, P40, P38, POl, B17, B26, Grummen Torpedo
Bomber, TBD, SBD, SB2C, os2u, FBM, PB2M, FPbY, PBYD:
end, by tie end of the war, F6F, end B—29.
Gertein clesses of DD, BB, CV, end others.

Berly in 1943, the Commender begen to assenble his WO books
of pictures. Thcse included front, top, end distence views of plenes
and of shipe; 5000 coples of each book werc printed end distri-
vuted to lower echclons. Both Jeapenese and Allied plencs snd ships
were listed$ American, British, and such French ships as wWere

turned over to tie allies; but tinere werc no Russian ships in-
cluded.

Hevy recognition instruction nf plance wes difiicult, but
recognition of ships weae somewhat ezeier to teach, and tne recsulis
were more satisfactory. Altogether, the Nevy plen was more successs
ful then thet of the Army, for the Arny anti~aircraft school at Chibe
taugcht plane recosnition by eound onlye.

Lete in 1944 the Commander finished his instruction, end es his
bnoks were published and distributed, no nne eucceeded him teaching

recognition; subsequently, he was srncerned with duties at the Com=—
bined Navel Force Staff Office and the Bureceu of Personnel Affalre,
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