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A COMRADE RIDES AHEAD 
By Douglas Malloch 

For there were those who rode before hi1t1, 
As there are these he leaves behind; 

Although lrom us time's change bore him, 
Out there our comrades still will find 
The kinship of the comrade mind . . 

Whatever vales we yet may wander, 
What sorrow come, what tempest blow. 

We have a friend, a friend out yonder, 
To greet us when we have to go-
Out yonder someone that we know. 

K i whatever now ng that he still flies with us, it is with a will determined to conquer. 
rnay lie ahead, that we dedicate these pages to our friend and cla:i.smate 

RODNEY F. TRUBEY 
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YOU TOO CAN BE A ____ _ 
So this la the army Basi Ir • . 

at 0445- lhat'a the middl~ oJ ~e ~9· "?I Y~u mean we 9at up 
hcuchl by de rite flank hcuch. H ig t. Dnll, drill. drill- to de reah 
Dis la your rite fool GET YOURe1_iou, &tep and a baU. need a map? 
lure. "As an officer of the Medical ~~ ~~T. Another orientalion l~· 
the meat wagon. stand by inspectio rps · · · ~arade1. stand by with 
do you mean find "t th ns. stand •n the chow line. What 
POLICE THE AREA.\' wa:~ t::':::~~~-me ~or ~~~ size. When I soy 
HOOK,_ don't they have a smaller need'::.g 0~\• o~aahand : l"be 
to the hilt. the one with the ro 11 . ' c • · • e • it was m up 
about slings and dry runs: P th~eis e: 

0~0~· ~~:~. tho llghts w~nl ~u1. All 
lilce a cannon to me. you point the othe; end • a ~un ... at still !eels 
close your eye when you pull the trigqer. Fatiq~~~·:~da~~ou :o~'t 
understand some sergeant is givin out dry pa'iom s . lb es. am. 
e d T ·1 cL bl . a in e tent on the n . wo more m1 es ~u e time and you can tak th 
off .• p; T. Hell-clat'a moider. But doc I am sick Me -- obsethgats masks 

h 1J th b • · · · ~c a mess to 
ch owd .• l.thwe • e yrea? was good anyhow. African dominoes. never 
e~ o e qame. ou re on the CLIPPER. your on pots and pans, and 

y~u II make those c~ns sh.ine. Next step colleg-I can't believe il. 
Sir. I understand you re the man lo see about a lurlouqh. 

DOUBLE TIME MISTERS! This is a College Training Detachmem. 
No. you're not cadets yet, you are now AVIATION STUDENTS ..•. Ob, 
well. what 'er twenty-five dollars more or leas. In the next five months 
you will receive lour years of college. . . . Lower class. confined for 
four weeks. drill on Sundays, a brace. born leaders, giqs. tours. I'll ha ve 
charqe of you physical wrecks. my name is MU~CLES: you can call 
me Sffi! You men who short cut those last ten feet run the four mil..s 
over. ... Newton's third law of motion was discovered by James Watt 
who was bumed at the stake because he broke hia eggs a1 the round 
end .... Did you say ten theoroms tor toniqhl. Sir'f Hey, Joe. what goes 
on in a sorority house?-is that good? Boy, what a qal. did you see tha1 
in blue? Well, a quy has to have a little drink once in a while .... What? 
That whole quart qone already. Another final today. Oh. my head. 
There they are. and they say tha1 they fly. too. It has a sixty-five hors~ 
power enqine ... ten hows of heaven. You11 find the pail and brush 
in the hanqer .... That game again- snake eye3-0h. well. I hav~n·t 
written home for money in two weeks. One more week of this. then 
classi1icatioa. It's formal. huh?.,. Now. Honey, you know I wouldn't 
look at another qirl- whoever told you that Texas qirls were like that? 
The ten-twenty tomorrow morning. But, Sir, in Basic they said I could 
qet my lurlouqh here. 

During your stay here you will take a series of tests. Fill out cor
rectly, each of the six copies of these forms. We ha~e no set ~ota, each 
of you ..• No. not again, " As an officer of the Medical Corps ... Speed 
counts, put an X next to the correct answer as you see the !~st pa~ by 
-you will return after dinner to complete this mental. Thts ~sl is to 
test your coordination ... hang your chair on _th• wall and sit on bat 
No. S ... onf1 aide ol the peg is blue. the other •• yellow. · · · ~eep your 
eye on the revolvinq disk. •.. If a red liqht com_ea on in the nu~dle row 
push the third even button in the odd row with the nu~dle linqer of 
your riqht hand. This 64 will lake two daya-cougb-w1der .. ~ease-
no. never had Hay Fever-pull about three out of the top-do 1~ tn h~"e. 
Sarge?- Left hand. riqht toe. right hand, left toe.-Sure. _I like quls. 
never touch the stuff-I've wanted to fly e~•r since I wa1 iu:c- whm,d!' 
you mean. when was the first lime? Thats all. next! Whah tha r ... c. 
ULTY BOARD? You men are classllled PILOTS! 1 wanted to be a 
Bombardier anyhow. Clothinq Exchanqe. K. P .. Guard Duty Parade$. 
Pilots chcrnqlnq to Bombardiers crnd Naviqators will ahlp tomeorrow.
K p O JU Guard Duty. Parades-permanent detoils. F. O .. G. D. O •. 
r: s.'. S~ o'. L .. A. W. O. L .. P. P. Skyhne Pcrtrol. Open Poat, Tours: bond• 

when 1he hell do we qot to Pte-Flight? Fall Out ot 040~turn tn your 
aacka you'll qet your laundry refund •nmelhn .. luter maybe. We~. 
q'\1" If t .. l'U•f'a •H•G f ,.,..,.,. ,...,.. ..... ,... ht01ll'\u ... k • .,. 0• ,__ ~'""""""' 1 ....... - .. f .,...,....., •-•· 

• 

< 



ChHt out: ahouldera1 back: chin ln-thia ts PteOight, mister~ 
look proud. By the time you men leove here you'll learn to hate me. 
No more K. P.- lt'a meas manaqement now~molli, phyalr.-tower 
main maat, crulaer bow, Mercator projection, Weems plotter. This 
shot will be at a 25th- ready now-blunrrl Oil dat dit dlt- Roger
Peter-you can't atare at the bulb. Teat QTades-make-upa. rechecks. 
Constant flow-58QQ feet-I think my ears are poppiilg, doc. Lewis
ite, qreanlums. chloropicrin and apple butter. Wake up. Joe. the 
picture ia over. You should all make expert- ready on the right, 
ready on the left-wonder whose target I shot ot? The more you 
put down the more you pick up-come to poppa, dice! Don't s tart 
yet, driver: we can get eighty more cadets in the aisle. San Antonio 
- the Alamo and the Gunter-the Cave and the blonde.s-three 
down town and one up town. Corporal of the guard. corporal of the 
Ql>ard-where the devil's that third relief? Ca·det nursea. the purple 
sweater. the group dance, the track meal Then .. • Stamford. Joe, 
where are you going? The cattle car leaves at 12 sharp. Sir, about 
that furlough ... 

What are we stopping for? . . • no. it can't be! The hangers, the 
tower, the ramp and. oh! those beautiful P. T. l9's. P. F. R. 93. take 
two laps. Maior. Monk. Virgie. Gas fastened. l!afety belt on left 
mag, trim tabs--Gaull Cearley, Hudson-get that wing UJ>-you're· 
diving. you're driltinq-right rudder-no! nol nol-you bring it up 
slowly. D-n it. now what are you doing-why do I always get 
the dumbesl aludents? My next impossible trick. No more dust
who has a boat? This. gentlemen, is an engine-when you leave 
here you will be an expert meteorologist- deviation. wind correc
tion-angle of attack. They went that way-oh. my achinq back. 
The big square-fourteen dollars a lifth-Dalley's three-ring-the 
bald camel- the round-up. Tower- solo ship next period-check 
rides, re-rides. " E" rides-hit that wobble pump. That center section 
must have been weak anyhow. Chandellea. loops. eights. slow 
rolls- thank God for safety belts and a strong stomach. Total for 
today--64 hours. The beer party, the graduation dance. Ah. BASICI 
Sir, about that furlough- perhaps a three day paH then? 
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LET rT HEREBY BE t\NOWti -
THAT ON THE DATE 

: OF 194_ 
. -> ~ ·, AVIATION CADET 

DID DEPART FROM AND RETURN 
TO THIS EARTH , ALONE AND 
:-~=- NASSISTED, AT STAMf"ORD 

~.RLEDGE . FIELD. TEXAS. 
;. . .• . ~l"HEREBY MAKING HIS 

IRST SOLO 
L'L- FLIGHT !!! 
















