
are the 
cybercriminals 


smarter 
than us？

Comparing the 

intellectual 

capabilities of 

Cybercriminals, 

traditional 

criminals and 

non-criminals

Data from Statistic 
Netherlands were used to 
compare CITO-test scores 
of 143 apprehended 
cybercriminals with those 
of 143 apprehended 
traditional criminals and 
143 non-criminals,

matched on age, sex, and 
country of birth. Ordinary 
Least Squares regression 
analyses were used to 
compare CITO test scores 
between cybercriminals, 
traditional criminals, and 
non-criminals. Additionally, 
a discordant sibling design 
was used to control for 
unmeasured confounding 
by family factors.



 Findings reveal that 
cyber- criminals have 
significantly higher CITO 
tes t scores compared to 
traditional criminals and 
significantly lower CITO 
test scores compared to 
non-criminals.
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