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SATOt Kenr+vwo

7 April 1946 -« D.2

2 X 5 X 3 & 3 =

4+ How long have you inown General TOJO?

X X X X X X X X

4., At one time I was not very close to him, this bcing the
neriod when I was a Jrofessor at the War Zollcge, until
I became spokesman, thec reason being that 4aj. Gen. OBATA,
who was the hcad of the college, was not very close to

70J0, and, being a member of his staff, I also became the
same waye

27 April 1946 - pDn. S X 4

——————————— ———— G —————— e e S e e &

Did you use your influence to have Gen. T)JO madc Premier?

No, that is a mistakc, There was nothing like that.

Did wvou ever talk with senior statesman A34 about his
appointment, or with BAYASHI, Senjuro?_ (.. by Interpgpeter:
Is he also a senior statesmeén? A. by Interrogator: They
are both senior statcsman.)

Mo, howevef, there is something I would like to cxplain
with regard to that.
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Certainly, go arcad.

Tre Japanesc politicians hclicve that I influenced ABE
and HAYASHI in thc anocointm:nt of T0OJO. Howcver, that 1is
not the truth. Trc 2xplanation is this. In October of
1941 Premier KQUOVE rcsigned just at the time when the
United States and Jasancse ncgotiations were critical,
This left the Arny in a difficult position. 1In order to
stabilize the political sifaation, TOJO had thought that
some person like 2rincc HIGASHIKUNI would be the logi-
cal suzcessor. How:vcecr, since the aodointment Qf a
Prince to that position is =not the usual thing, TO0JO

felt that his apnoointmcnt vould ercate more difficulty

than even the _intcpraational situatlon. I was scpt b3
TOJO to sea A%é and “aYaSFI to explain this pro% cm.J

Following my visit, which the news reporters know of,
there was a mceting of the senior statesmoen and the
next day the appointmont of TOJO to the nosition of
Premier was announced. It was in this way that the pub-
lic believed that I had influenced TOJO's sclcctlon.
Unfortunately ABE an@ FAYZASHI arc from thc same Prcfec-
ture as myself.

Accepting the seory as the truth, I would 1like to add
the following: When the newspapermen came to me telling
ne of the Imperial Pecree for TOJO tp form a nNew Cabinet,
I had not known of it nor did I believe it. 1 told the
newsmen that they must be mistaken.

General, will you »loasc take a shegt of papcor 2nd draw a
graph showing the rclation of the M}litary Affnirs Buréau
to the War Ministry and to the other Bureaus of ttc War

Ministry - just a graph or a dlagram?

(GeneraIHSATO drcw a chart "Draft o{ Organ}zation of Wap
rinistry" which is attached as Exhlbit 1o

Have you shown on thc chart the frisoners of War Informa=-
tion Bureau and the 2risoners of War Management Bureau?

(Goneral SATO made additions to the chart.)
Did all of the o ther Bur-aus herc deal dircetly with the

Vice-Minister of War, or did their matters go through
your Burcau?
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?hey were all able to go dircetly to the Viec Minister or
Minister, Hcwever, when the matter concerncd some other
Burceau they maintaincd liaison with that Burcau concerned.

That is, your Burcau was the nolicy making Burcau of the
Ninistry. Waanit that true?

Generaily speckingt our department handled the policies

of the folliowirg: §O0Orzanization, budget, systcm, regula-
tions, natlorel defensc. miiltary adninistration of occu-
Dled territories, ard firaily dcmestic and for.ign affairs
vhich concerned the Army.

29 April 1946 - p. 7

e

Weren't you in on the conference at wrich that matter
was decided?

No, I was not therc.

Were you consulted about thec matter?

NO.

We have corresiyondcencec from the Commandcr of the China
Expcditionary Force to the War Ministcr, asking for advice
concerning the disposition of thcse fliers,

You have the correcsjs2ondence?

fes, 1 have seen the correspondence and the dir.ctisn came
from the War Ministry.

I am not familiar with the¢ directive., 1 do not lIrnow through

what channels that dir:ctive had been nrescntede LAs far as
I can remember, 1t did not comc through m:.
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29 April 1946 - Pa- 38

Were you awarc of t-¢ Tencril  vonference which was held

on the 6th day of Suptintur 124.1%

if tv».ro was onc on that data, inasmuch

I do not roccall
may have DCCRhe

as I did not attend them, »at there

* 2 X X 2 X =
fjere you cver a momaer of the Suiprecme War Comncil?
Hovcver, L was something like a

1 was not 2 membdCre
8taff Secretary.

29 Anril 1946 - p. 15

Qe You felt, 4id you not, during tho fall of 1941 that war
with the United Statcs was incvitable?

Ae NOo

Qe Didn't you so advisc General TOJO?

lways in oppvosition
ttling the
China

Ae No, I have ncver told him that. 1 was a

to becoming involved in any other war beforc sc
China affair. I was in earnest about finishing the

affair.

29 April 1946 - De 195

X X X X X

tatad that normally it was not the duty of

Jde It 1is further s
rs Bureau to order other

the Chief of the Military Affal

o b o
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Bureau Chiefs, but technically the Chief of thc Military
Affairs Burcau was tho sunerior officer to the Chicfs of
Bureaus such as the 2risoncrs of Viar Infornation Bureau.

s, No, the Chief of thc vilitary Affairs Bur:au could never
order any other Buracau.
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