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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
o NB
ARAKI, Sadao, et al
Sworn Deposition

Deponent: Shigetaro SHIMADA

Haeving first duly sworn an oath as shown on attached
sheet and in accordance with the procedure followed in my
country I hareby depose as follows:

TOGO, Shigenori on December 19th, 1947 (Page 35,838
of the record) testified “* * * that sometime in the middle
of May, last year, after lunch here at Ichigaya, SHIMADA
proposed a talk among NAGANO, me, and himself, At that
time, SHIMADA expressed the desire that I would not say
anything about the fact that the Navy desired to carry
ouv Jhe surprise attack. He also sald something in the
nature of a threat, saying that if I said so, it would
not be worth my while. NAGANO then, at that time, told
me that 'Even if I might have said so, the Foreign Minister
need not adopt my proposition,' to which I explained to
NAGANO that the situation was not so,"

The conversation referred to by Mr. TOGO was predi-
cated upon the following background. NAGANO »nd I as
well as others had been imprisoned for some months before
TOGO. Some time in May of 1946 NAGANO was informed of
the fact That TOGO had made several prepzred statements
to the Prosecution to the effect that NAGANO and ITO

at a JIiai son Conference had advocated the commencement
of hostgizgies Q!Eeﬁber 8th, 1941 without any notification
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. and that they finally agreed to send a notification

through the persuasion of Mr. TOGO. NAGANO became

quite incensed over this statement and came to me saying
that it was absolutely a falsehood and reflected deeply
on the honor of the Japanese Navy. He asked me if I had
a recollection of such a thing occurring, I told him I
certainly did not and since it was a grave matter, I

as Nevy HMinister certainly should remember it if it had
taken place, In order to dispel any doubt whatsoever

we questioned all of the accused who attended the Liaison

Conferences. As I heve previously testifled before this

Tribunal no one agreed with TOGO's statement.

Shortly after TOGO's incarceration NAGANO and I
had a conversation with him during a recess period here
in this building. I do not remember the exact conver-
sation that took place but I know thaé it was in the
pre *ance of all.of the other accused and no attempt at
seciecy was made, The gist of the conversation was to
tell TOGO about the statements of all of the other accused
concerning this matteg. TOGO states that I used words
which sounded like a threat, Whatl they could be I

iJ

have no idea unless it was a remark to the effect that

he should be more cereful about the truth. As to whether

I said this or NAGANO I do not clearly remember., Cer-
tainly neither NAGANO nor I attempted to influence him
in any way, much less to control the statements that
he would make, It would have been ridiculous for us
+o hzve done so because TOGO had already made the
statement on several occaslons and could not have

retracted it without telling two different storiles.
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To have made a threat to him would have been both absurd
and unthinkeble and nothing was said which could have
led him to this belief. It was for the first time here
in this court room on December 19th, 1947 that I learned

TOGO had interpreted our conversation as he had and I

was shocked and astoenished at his utterances and attitude.
Therefore it is mainly for the purpose of denying this
interpretation of our conversation that I have asked to
again take the witness stand.

Concerning the statement made by Mr, TOGO in this
court room that about ten days before the death of Admiral
NAGANO he told Mr, TOGO that he was going to “bear the full
responsibility for the attack on Pearl Harbor 1 would like
to state the following. I have no knowledge of whether
this conversation took placeé or not. But Admiral NAGANO
had often said and I believe freely admitted to the Prosecu-
t1i01 that he assumed full responsibility for issuing the
naval order for the attack on Pearl Harbor. The use of
the words "surprise attack" as a military term by no means
implies an attack without notification of the beginning
of war. In many orders subsequent to commencement of
hostilities the Navy used the term "surprise attack."

Mr. TOGO must be confusing an attack without notification
and what the Navy considered to be a surprise attack. The
words “surprise attack® did not, as used by Admiral NAGANO
and as understood generally in military circles denote

an attack without a declaration of war, The Navy

actually wanted a proper notice to be made before the
attack in full compliance with international law, The
wording of the declaration or notice was left entirely

to +he Foreign Office and if a strong declaration of
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war had been delivered according to plans in Washington,
D.C. at the time designated it would have made no differ-

ence insofar as the element of surprise was eoncerned

and the success of the Pearl Harbor Attack. NAGANO,

being quite indignant at Mr. TOGO's beforementioned state-
ment, told me many times that he willingly took full
responsibility for the attack against Pearl Harbor but

the failure to deliver a last notification or declaration
of war to the United States Government before the attack
has no bearing on the Navy and wes a matter for which he
could not assume any responsibility. Therefore if Admiral

NAGANO told ifr. TOGO that he took full responsibility for
the surprise attack he certainly meant the same thing that

he had said many times before to me and others and did

not mean to take full responsibility for attacking without
a prior notification of hostilities,

4, As to Mr. TOGO's statement that the rest of us who

sttended the Liaison Conferences could not recollect the
fact that an Imperial Conference had been held on November
" 5th, 1941 and hence because we were forgetful of such

a highly important conference it would only be natural

to forget anything unfavorable to us is hardly a fair
remark, As I said before, Mr. TOGO entered SUGAMO Prison

some seven months after most of us. During this time
he had ample opportunity to refresh his memory through
records available to him and expert advice., However
o«fter the beginning of the trial all of us were glven
complete facllities so that any matters which were in
dout't could be fully explored. We were able to refresh
our recollections to the same degree that Mr. TOGO had
before his confinement in Sugamo. And I venture to say
tha* *here exlsts no differences now between Mr. TOGO's

ability to recollect matte;s and the other accused.
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On this 8th day of January, 1948

At the International Military
Tribunal for the Far East
Tokyo, Japan

DEPONENT : SHILADA, Shigetaro

I, SHIMADA, Shigetaro hereby certify that the
above statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed
his signature and seal thereto in the presence of this

withess.

On the same date

At the same place,

Witness (signed) Kan AKATANI (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell ?

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

SHIMADA, Shigetaro (Seal)
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