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r,/}uw%l Tokyo, Jenuary 21, 1942

b r r
v

EE. 7#1. -Ca.. —

Hy dear Minister,

In compliance with the irstructions cf my Goverment
and following previzus communications on the subject of
the application of thes Goenava Convertions o 1929, I have
the honor of sending .o Vou- Frxcellency the fellowing
communication from *L: ;overmiert of tns Unitcd States of
America: |

"1) The Americar Governmart has accepteld
the humanitariar oropssal of the International
Red Cross Comunitt2e nade to it on December 10
1941 (which iv is helieved is icentical with
one made to the Germen Italian and Japanese
Governments) setting up machinery for the
exchange of lists o prisoners cf war and of
the wounded under artizle 79 of the Prisoners
of War Convention of 1529. The American Govern-
ment will also excliange lists of civilian interrees
in an analogous manner., -

2) The American Government wiskes to know
if the Japenese Government is disposed to take
similar action on the proposal of the International
Red Cross Committee,

| 3) 1In accordance with article 77 of the
Geneva Convention a Prisoners of War Burcsu and
in addition an Alien Enemy Information Buarcau with
like functions have been established by the United
States War Department in the office of the Provost
Marshal General. These Bureaus will be authorized
to communicate lists of prisoners and civil intcrnees
direct to the International 3ed Cross Committee at
Geneva and to representatives of the protecting
powers., It is understood of course that the American
Government's policy in this respect includes an
expectation that the opposing belligerents will
reciprocate,

4) The American Government has not yvet received
an expression of the intentions of the Japanecse
Government in regard to observance of the Geneva
Conventions of 1929 including thie application in the
present conflict of the Prisoncrs of ''ar Convention
which it is understood Japan has not ratified and
in regard to the extension of the provisions of the
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’fjlbv’aéh Tokyo, Jenuary 21, 1942
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In compliance with the irstructions cf my govenment
and following previous cormanications oir the subject of
the application of tha Ge&nava Convertions of 1929, I have
the honor of sendinp Un Ycu© Fycellency the following
communication from thz uovermaert of tn> Unitcd States of

America:

FE.7.1.-ca.-

Ky dear Minister,

111) The Ameri~ar aovernmant has accepted
the humanitariar oroposal of tre Internaticnal
Red Cross Comnittee made to it on Dccember 1O
1941 (which iv 1s “elieved is icentical with
one made to the Geymen Ttallan and Japanese
governments) setting up machinery for the
exchange of lists of sigoners cf war and of
the wounded under article 79 of the Prisoners
of war Convention of 1529. The American Govern-
ment will also eXciange 1ists of civilian interrnees
in an analogous manner.
2) The American novernmant wishes to kKnow
if the Japesnese Government 1s dispased to take
similar action on the proposal of the International
Red Cross Committee.,
~ 3) In accordance with article 77 ox the
Geneva Convention a Prisoners of War buresu and
in addition an Alien Enemy Tnformation Buarcau with
1ike functions have been established by the Unlted
gtates War Department 1n the office of the Provost
Marshal General. These Bureaus will be authorized
to communicate lists of prisoncrs and civil internees
direct to the Tnternational Red Cross committee at
Geneva and to representatives of the protecting
powers., 1t 1s understood of course that the American
Government's policy in this respect includes an
expectation that the opposing belligzerents will

reciprocate.
4) The American Government has not yet received

an expression of the intentions of the Japancse
Government in regard to observance of the Geneva

conventions of 1929 including the application in the
present conflict of the Prisoncrs of ''ar Convention
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latter Convention in so far as they are adaptable

to any civilian enemy alilens who may be interned,

1t is recalled that the Swiss government has already
been requested to raotify the Japanesc Government of
the Americon Government'!s intention to apply both
Conventions as well as to apply the provisions of

the Prisoners of War Convention to civilian internces
in so far as adaptable." :

I shall be happy to know the views of the Imperial
Government on this subject and ask you to accept, my dear
Minister, the assurances of my very high consideration,

The Swiss HMinister.

To His Excellency

1i'r, Shigenori TOCO

1iinister for Foreign Affairs
Tokyo :

Certificate

I, George Buffinzton hereby certify that 1 am thoroughly
conversant with the French and English languages, and as
a result of the comparison between the French and the

Egﬁlish texts, I have established that this 1s a truc
and correct translation of Internztion Prosecution Document

No. 8443.
/s/ George '’. Buffington
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

REQUEST FORM 24 Dea, 1946
INCIDENT .. ACCUSED

JOEEERECUIETNE MR, TAVENNER

The undersigned requests the consideration of Document # 2443
(Describe): |

Correspondence between US & Japen via Swiss (to Japan) 21 Jan, 1942.

Please process the entire document in English and Japanese,

for introductien in evidence (snecify purncse)

As part of phase dealing with atrocities on Pacific Islands and at sea,

. ROBINSCN
Staff Attorney

2. Dec, 1946
TC THE DOCUMENT OFFICIR:

The above document has been spnroved for nrocessing by you with changes
as follows:

: . Ly, ——,
b an . ".?;o‘“"’”t‘?

Docﬁment.dnntral Attorney

Secretary
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