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HEADQUARTERS @ 7
MILITARY GOVERNMENT DISTRICT
APO 503

SUMMARY REPORT FOR THE 1947 ELECTION HELD 25 APRIL FOR EHOUSE OF
FEPRESENTATIVES OF KANAGAWA PREFXCTURE

1. Name of Prefecture: ZXanagawa

2. IMumber of registered voters: Men Women Total
071,480 574,657 1,146,137

3. Persons actually voting for Eouse

of Representatives Candidates: Men Women Total
397,129 332,397 729,526

721,890 ballots only were conesidered in electing candidetes. 7,636

ballots were discarded and invalidated due to errors in voting. Num- i
ber of invalidated ballots were small in comparison with previous elec- |
tions. |

4. Not applicable.

°o. Jlumber of persons claiming registration but not registered:
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A small number of people who claimed registration were not allowed

to vote. 1t is believed that the majority of these were people who
had recently moved and who neglected to re-register at their new

place of abode. There wae no evidence of political maneuvering or
personal discrimination during the voting. It should be noted that
the number of registered voters in Kanagawa Prefecture continued to
increase during period reported on from 1,145,820 to 1,146,137, an
increase of 307 over the previous election. Thie is a further indica-
tion that people are registering as soon as they become eligible.

6. Number of surveillance teams: 16
7. lumber of polling places: 088
8. JNumber of polling places visited: 401
9. Number of ballot counting stations: 144

10. Number of ballot counting stations visited: 136

11, Availability of candidates purge questionnaires at Election Administra-
tion Committee¥s Offices and at Screening Committee's Offices: Questione
naires were available.

12. Amount of publicity given to the fact that candidates purge guestionnaires
are available at Flection Administration Committee's Offices and at Screen-
ing Committee'!s Offices:
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Press Radio Political Gatherings
Considerable Slight Practically none




Hq, T-KMGD, Suéﬁary Report for the 1947 Election“hneld 20 April for Holse
of Representatives of Kanagawa Prefecture

13. BNumber of people examining candidates questionnaires:
A small number of people requested the right to examine questionnaires,

14, Number of seats in House of Representatives from this Prefecture!

Number of Candidates by parties: Total Yo. Nunber of candi-
of votee for dates from each

Party Candidates ©8ch party party elected
Liberal 8 177,772 5
Democrat o 101,427 1
Social Democrat 7 277,739 6
Feople's Cooperative 2 66,712 1
Communist 2 38, 600 -
Rikken Yosei=to 1 1,676 -
Young Men's Party 1 15,743 -

| Democratic People's Lesgue 1 4,704 -

i Minji-to (People's Government) 1 1,027 -

. Shisaku Nomin-to (Self Tennant) 1 2,070 -

Independent 10 34,115 -

15. &dot applicabdle.

16. One woman, Matsuo Toshi, Social Democret, was elected from the lst
District. She received 32,001 votes.
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17. No accurate record of meetings was kept but each party held daily

meetings from the day of filing until the day of election 20 April
1947,

Since the election was of aPrefectural nature, the candidatees and
their parties concentrated their campaigning in the 7 large cities of
Kanagawa~ken where the most people could be reached with the least
effort and expense. To some extent, parties held gatherings and

outdoor meetings in outlying gun but the main activities were in
the more densely populated areas.

e e R gty TR SN R

Meetings were held at 2ll hours of the day. Trucke, bicycles and
people on foot were to be seen at every inspection, touring the
cities displaying banners and placarde for their checice, and har-
anguing the populace by means of loudspeakers,

I

18. 'There was an adequate number of polling places.

19. TFour election bulletine, published by the prefectural government
are inclosed herewith.

20, IHumber of pre-election meetings held by Military Government teams:
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Hq, T-KMGD, Surh_.ry Report for the 1947 Election' &ld 25 April for
Fouse ‘0f Representatives of Kenagawa-Prefecture

(a) With prefectural electlion administration committee:
3 total attendance 18

(b) With officials: 3 total attendance 9
(¢) With candidates: 1 total attendance 49

(i) In addition to the above meetings which were held by this
headguarters on a Prefectural level, surveillance teams in
the field, during the period of 20 April through 20 April,
continued to hold meetings with local administrative com=
mittees and officiale in regards to local problems in elec-
tion procedures. It has been reported that each of the 10
field teams held 2 or 3 meetings with local groups during

this perioad.
21. General Report on extent of local publicity given to election:

() The Japenese newspapers published daily articles on the elections;
devoting space to candidates and their platforms, instructions
to the people on balloting procedure and other iteme of interest.

No advertisements were noted.

(b) Candidates printed and distributed handbdills, postcards and pla-
cards up to the limit allowed under election reculations, In
addition candidates used loudspeakers mounted on trucks, and

: radio time 2llowed them under OD #22/2.
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During the period 1-2 April a womens' Information Conference

ras held in Yokohama by C.I. & E. section, this Headguarters,
Approximately 9,000 women including delegates Irom 15 representa-
tive organizations from 100 cities, towns, and villages were
present. At this meeting the topic of the importance of getting
women to the polls in April elections was stressed. Xour thou-
sand (4,000) copies of the pamphlet, "Democratic Orzanizations"
were printed by the Kanazawa press and distributed. It is be-
lieved this was the largest meeting of its kind ever held in
Japan under the asuspices of the Occupational Forces.

(d) A similar two~day institute was held in Odawara on the fourth
and fifth of March. The estimated attendance at this meeling
wes 1200. Representatives of women's organizations from 53
cities, towns and villages of western Kanagawa were present.

(e) The C. I. & E. documentary film "The First Tuesday 1in Lovem-
ber" was shown in the following cities in Eanagawa Prefecture
during the month of March., Attendance figures:

1. 0Odawara 1,074 4
2. Kamkurs 1,000 ]
3. Tsurumi 1,800 :
4., Yok. College 180 :
| Oe Yokohama 20,809
,f_ 6. Kawasaki 5,860 i
% 7. Hiratsuka 3,790 :
8. TFujisawz 900

Totals 37,022
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Hq, T-KMGD, Sudfl ry Report for the 1947 Election /S1d 25 April for Hou'le-
of Representatives of Kanagawa Prefecture

22. Number of violations reported to you:
(a) Soliciting votes through former Chonaikai: 1

An anﬂbnynous letter was received this headguarters alleging
that Yoshiko Tokahashi had announced her candidacy for the
House of Representatives (2nd Election District) by circu-
lating some literature through the media of the former Chonnai-
kai.

Disposition: Referred to the Election Administration Committee
on 15 April 1947,
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(b) Police interference with candidate filing for House of Representa-
tives! 1

Ima Koji, clerk of the Keiyu hospital claimed that pressure by
Police Inspector Sudamatsu of the Yokohama Prefectural Police
wvas being used to force him to reeisn from his position be-
cause he had filed as a candidate agr the House 0of Representa-
tives,

Disposition: Reported to SCAP by telephone 23 April 1947 and
confirmed later in writing.

(¢) Government (Election Administration Committee) discrimination |
against a particular candidate for the House 0f Representatives: 1 |

Y0z0 Nagei, Social Democrat Candidate, 2nd Election District,
reported that the Kanagawa-Ken Election Administration Committee
had left his name o0ff the list of candidates promulzated to

the public. Investigation revealed the report to be true, the
result apparently of an "administrative" error, not an attempt
at "discrimination®™., Corrective action was taken by the Election
Administration Committee as soon as the error was found. OSome
damage however was undoubtedly caused to the candidate tarough
this mistake.

Disposition: Reported to SCAP by telephone 3 May 1947 and con-
firmed later in writing.

- e B e

23, Military Government teams comments and evaluation:

(a) No criticism was reported regarding the activities of occupation
force personnel during this election,

(b) Local election administration committees functioned as well as
could be expected of a newly organized Executive-Administrative
Japanese body. A justifiasble criticism was the hesitancy on the
part of the Election Administrative Committee to take complete
charge of the elections from the Kencho. At all meetings, this
headquarters stressed the fact that the Eleftion Administrative :
Committee was the supreme authority over the elections and that :
other agencies, including the Prefectural government could be '
called upon for assistance., The Committee however hesitated to
take the iniative and had to be prodded. This situation was
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Hq, T-KEMGD, Sum_ry Report for the 1947 Xlection 51ld 25 April for Hdoune -
of Representatives of Kanagawa Prefecture

also noted and reported on by the various gsurveillance teams
throughout Kanagawa-Ken and was, no doubt, a result of the

change over from previous governmental supervision of elections,

N LT '

(¢) How may election laws be improved

le

The following recommendations concerning future election pro-
cedures are based on the result of these elections and on the
genersl comments of the surveillance teams and are made with a !
view to decreasing the relatively large number of registered NON= |
voters: (from 25% in rural districts to 49 % in the larger '

cities)

(a) 1t is recommended that instead of holding 4 separatle elec-
tions on different days, these elections be held on 2 sepa-
rate days - for instance, 1 election day for executives

and 1 for legislators. Dispersal of the electione over a
number of days places too great a2 hardship on the voters

and interferes with industrial production for the month
in question. It is further believed that a consolidation

of elections would result in a higher percentage of vot-
ing attendance.
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(b) It is recommended that prior to elections more extensive
publicity be given the elections by the Japanese Govern-
ment., Surveillance teams noted that people living in
the rural areas were almost totally ignorant of election

laws and election machinery.
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(¢) It is recommended that the candidates for election be
granted additional posters, circular and literature privi-
leges. Public sampling made by this headquarters indi-
cates that in most instances the voters were unaware oi
the party platforms and/or the individual merits of the
candidates, It is believed that many voters cast their
ballots for candidates whose names are in the public
limelight without being acquainted with the policies or
platforms of the respective candidates.

(d) In order to reduce the present tendency to vote for person

alities rather than for platforms, it is recommended that
election laws and procedures be revised to place more

emphasis upon party lines rather than upon individual
candidates, thus allowing for proportional representation.

FOR THE DISTRICT COMMANDER:

DORALD X. MILLER

Captain AGD

2 Incls: Ad jutant :

1. Report of balloting E

2. Prefectural bulletins (4) 4
from each election dis- = :
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Tgsukui Gun:

Grand Total:

Resulty ¥ Election of House of Represen/ %ives
. & % ‘ Percentage
Registered Voters fumber Balloting Voting
fokohama
Male: 208,853 Female: 203,013 M- 135,340 6O
Yokosukn ¢ 58, 308 067,700 M- 49,094 7 !
Eawasaki: bo, 070 ov,o76 M- 45,170 69
Hiratsuka: 10,936 12,151 M- 8,519 78
:- 7 3 E-: ’:; ‘ 6::
Kamakursg : 14,239 16,424 | 8,908 08
F- 8.145 ol
uiisawa: 20,712 c2e,973 M- 14,392 70
Feo 12,938 o7
Odawars: 16,945 19,688 M- 3,905 67

Fee 6,041 4
Eamakura Gun: 6,790 6,607 M- 4,774 70

Fe 3,965 60
10za Gup: 46,088 47,378 M- 32,891 71

37,991

17,845

Ashigara Shimo Gunt
19,321

Aiko Gun: 14,844
10,394

fo0tal in Gun: 165,862

071,480

175,671

074,657

| -

oo, 660

28,663
24, 824

13,403
11,243

14,863
15,263

11,962
10,095

e 788

0,910

M- 121,701
¥~ 105,001

M- 397,128
f= 332,397
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HEADCUARTERS
TOKYO-KANAGCAWA
MILITARY GOVERNMENT DISTRICT
APQO 503

SUMMARY REPORT FOR THE 19.7 ELECTION FELD 20 APRII. FOR

HOUSE COUNCILIORS OF
KANAGAWA PREFECTURE

1,

Name of Prefecture: Kanagawa

2e Number of registered voters:

Men Women Total
071,304 574,516 1,145,820

3« Not applicable:

Le House of Councillor Candidates:

Men Women Total
357,288 275,677 632,965

568,987 ballots

only were considered in electing candidates
63,978 ballots were discarded and invalidated due to errors in voting,

5« Number of persons claiming registration but not registered;

A small number of people who claimed registration were not allowed
to vote. It is believed that the majority

of these were people who
had recently moved and who neglected to re-register at their new
place of abode, There ¥&s no evidence of political maneuvering or
personal discrimination furing the voting. It should be noted how-
ever, that the number of registered voters in Kanagawa Prefecture
increased from 1,119,999 to 1, 146,137

an increase of 26,138 over
the previous election, This 4

s an Indication that people are register-
ing as soon as they become eligible,

Number of surveillance teams:

16
>88

ety iy AT
£

$ 370
O« Number of bellot counting stations: 144

Number of ballot counting stations visited: 130

1l. Availability of candidates purge questionnaires at Election Administrae
tion Committee's Offices and at Screenin

g€ Committee's Offices: Question-
naires were available,

' '“‘“I.w A
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12 hat candidates purge questionnaires f
are avallable at Election Administration Comrittee's Offices and at f
Screening Committee's Offices:

Press Radio |

Political Gatherings

Considerable Slight

Practically none !
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16,

17,

18,

19,

20,

Number of people examining candidates questionnaires:

A small number of people requested the right of examine gquestion-
naires:

Not applicable:

Numbers of seats in House of Councillors from this Prefecture:

Number of Candidates by parties: Total No. Number of candile
of votes for dates from each

Party Candidates each party party elected
Liberal 2 163,134 2
Progressive (now Democratic Party) 2 73,720 ) 0

Social Democratic 1 174,914 1

Peoples Cooperative 1 102,075 1
Communist 1 29,824 0
Democratic Peoples League 1 3,395 0
Independents 1 21,925 0

There were no women elected to the House of Councillors in this Prefecture:

No accursate record of meetings was kept but each party held daily meetings
from the day of filing until the day of election 20 April 1947.
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Since the election was of a Prefectural nature the candidates and their parties§

concentrated their campaigning in the 7 large cities of Kanagawa~ken where
the most people could be reached with the least effort and expemss, To
some extent, parties held gatherings and outdoor meetings in outlying gun
but the hub of activities was found in the densely populated areas,

Meetings were held at all hours of the day., Trucks, bicycles and people
on foot were to be seen at every inspection, touring the cities display=-
ing banners and placards for their choice, and haranguing the populace by

means of loudspeakers,

There was an adequate number of polling places,

Four election bulletins, published by the prefectural govermment, are
inclosed herewith,

Number of pre-election meetings held by Military Government teams:

(a) With prefectursl election administration committees
3 total attendance 18

(b) With officials: 3 total attendance .

(¢) With candidates: 2 total attendance 13

(d) In addition to the above meetings which were held by this Headquarters
on a Prefectural level surveillance teams in the field, during the
period of 5 April through 20 April, continued to hold meetings witn

|
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the local administrative committee and officials in regards to cure
rent problems which might arise in election procedures, It has been

reported that each one of the 10 field teams held 8 to 10 meetings
with local groups during this period.

21, General Report on extent of local publicity given to election:

(a) The Japanese newspapers published daily articles on the elections;
devoting space to candidates and their platforms, instructions to

the people on balloting procedure and other items of interest. No
advertisements were noted,

(b) Candidates printed and distributed handbills, postcards and placardss
up to the limit allowed under election regulations, In addition

candldates used loudspeakers mounted on trucks, and radio time
allowed them under 0D #22/2.

(c) During the period 1 - 2 April & womens' Information Conference

was held in Yokohama by C.I. & E. section, this Headquarters,

Approximately 9,000 women including delegates from 16 representative |
: organizations from 100 cities, towns, and villages were present, |
§ At this meeting the topic of the importance of getting women to the |
? polls in April elections was stressed, Four thousand (4,000) copies |

of the pamphlet, "Demoeratic Organizations" were printed by the '

Kanagawa press and distributed, It is believed this was the largest

meeting of its kind ever held in Japan under the auspices of the
Occupational Forces

(d) A similar twoeday institute wes held in QOdawarz on the fourth and
fifth of March, The estimated attendance at this meeting was 1200,

? Representatives of women's organizations from 53 cities, towns and
§ villages of western Kanagawa were present,

(e) The C. I, & E, documentary film "The First Tuesday in November" was
shown in the following cities in Kanagawa Prefecture during the
month of March, Attendance figures:

1., Odawara 1,573
| 2. Kanmakura 1,000
| 3. Tsurumi 1,800
Le Yok, College 180
5« Yokohama 22,859
6. Kawasaki 5,860
7. Hiratsuka 3,750
B:: ajdmmame . S90
TOTALS 37,522

22, Number of violations reported:

No violations were reported to this office., This was consistent with
other phases of the election for Comecillors in that the whole election
seemed in the throes of inertia, Reports of violations may be received
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at a later date as defeated candidates sometimes endeavor To embarrass
those who are elected,

23, Not applicable:
24, Military Government teams comments and evaluation:

a. No criticism was reported regarding the activities of occupation
force personnel during this election,

b. Local election administration committees functioned as well as could
be expected of a newly organized Executive=Administrative Japanese
body. A justifiable criticism was the hesitancy on the part of the
Election Administrative Committee to take complete charge of the
elections from the Kencho, At all meetings, this headquarters stressed
the fact that the Election Administrative Committee was the supreme
authority over the elections and that other agencies, including the
Prefectural government could be called upon for assistance, The

Committee however hesitated to take the iniative and had to be
prodded by this headquarters. This situation was also noted and
reported on by the various surveillance teams throughout Kanagawa=-
Ken and was, no doubt, a result of the change over from previous

governmental supervision of elections,

c. How may election laws be improved

1. The following recommendations concerning future election proce=
dures are based on the result of these elections and on the
general comments of the surveillance teams and are made with a
view to decreasing the relatively large number of registered
non=voters: (from 18% in rural districts to 54% in the larger

cities)

(a) It is recommended that instead of holding 4 separate elections
on different days, these elections be held on 2 separate days =
for instance, 1 election day for executives and 1 for legig=

lators, Dispersal of the electlons over & mumber of days
places too great a hardship on the voters and interferes with

industrial production for the month in question, It is
further believed that a consolidation of elections woulC
result in & higher percentage of voting attendance,

(b) It is recommended that prior to electlons more extensive
publicity be given the electlions by the Japanese Govermnment,
Surveillance teams noted that people living in the rural
areas were slmost totally ignorant of the election laws and

election machinery,

(¢) It is recormended that the condidates for election be granted

additional posters, circular end literature privileges. |
Public sampling made by this headquarters indicates that %

in most instences the voters were unaware of the party
platforms and/or the individual merits of the candicdates,

Tt is believed that many voters cast their bellots for
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candidates whose names are in the public limelight without
being acquainted with the policies or platforms of the re-
spective candidates,

(d) In order to reduce the present tendency to vote for person-

alities rather than for platforms, it is recommended that §
election laws and procedures be revised to place more emphasis
upon party lines rather than upon individual candidates, thus |
allowing for proportional representation, |
FOR THE DISTRICT COMMANDER:
/ B APP
/’ 1“' A : r’ | J
/..ff’ "'/C-'.. ' /{ A /'-'/ ;‘. Jpoeet1 |
" DONALD E, MILLER
Captain AGD
2 Incls: Adjutant
1, Report of balloting
2, Prefectural bulletins (4) ;
|
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legl ste

Yokohama
Males

Yyokosuka !
Male:

Kawasaki:
Males

Hiratsuka:
Vales

Kamskurs:
Nales

Fuijiisawa:
Male

Odawara:
Nale:

City Totels

Kales

Miura Gun:
Males

Kamakure Gun:
L‘IB 1 3

Koza Gun:
Male:

Naka Cun:
Nales

65,575

10,936

14,240

20,604

16,967

402,389

11,995

6,790

46,695

38,025

Ashigara Kami Gun:

Nt&lle H

79840

Ashigara Shimo Gun:

Males

Aiko Gun:
Males

19,325

14,844,

b

emales

Females

Femaleg

remaje:

Females

Females

Females

Females

Females

Females

203,013

69,634

5,’ ,..76

12,151

16 y bhs

6,657

47,388

40,347

Negiber | Eall_c_;_‘f_;__i_&

k- 7,852
I" 6’957
f‘- 8,349
F- 7,811

M- 14,010
F= 13,841

M- 10,670
F- 8,58
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isukul Gun:

Male: 10,396 Female: 10,985 V- 6,818 66
Gun Total:
Males 165,915 Female: 175,703 ¥-108,689 66
Fe 87,6012 48
Grand Total:
Males 571,304 Female: 574,516 M-357,288 63
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