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TRAMP DOCTOR’S TRAVELOGUE

CHAPTER X
A MIRACLE AND A VISION

Beyond the Eastern Gate of Teng-chow city in
Shantung Province there was a large hill called Péng
Lai. On the peak? of this hill, and bearing the same
name was g pavilion.?2 This pavilion was so beawti-
fully and skillfully construcied that its decorative
pillars seemed to reach the clouds and ifs finely
knitted curtains looked like a raining scene. Towards
the west one could have a bird’s eye view of the
populous® city and tewards the east ome could look
out to the sea, and wondered at the white horses
chasing and galloping to infinity.# All the chara-
cteristics attracted the people of the city; who used to
go there on the afternocon, bringing with them liquors
and wine cups, and passed the night there in order
to enjoy the sight of the rising sun early the next
morning.

In a certain year of our present dynasty
(Ts‘ing),® there was a certain traveller, whose name
was Lao-ts‘an (meaning old and wrecked). His

1. peak (179, 2. pavilion Bg, 55. 8, popalous AEF#EN. 4.
infinity $£%548y, amny. 5. Lsting 750,
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original name was Eng, surnamed Tieh. But he
pen-named himself Ts‘an (wrecked) because he ad-
mired the story of a lazy and wrecked priest who
used to roast yam! for repasi. The personality of
this traveller was quite pleasant, and to do him a
little honour people added to his pen-name the word
‘Lao® which means old and reverend. Accordingly,
Lao-is‘an became his pet name. He was a native of
Kiang-nan, thirty some thing? years of age and un-
married. In his younger days he had a smattering®,
knowledge in Chinese Classies, but owing to the fact
that he could never write a fine “eight-legged® essay*
when sitting in the government exmination, the
honour of an acsdemic degree was never bestowed
upon him. To profess® himself as a private tutor he
had not the luck to be engaged; to learn business and
start as an apprentice was too late for a man of his
age} and thus he became s generally useless fellow.
His father, though a government officer of the third
or fourth degree and for twenty years held regular
government posts in a full capacity, was yet too
stupid in the art of squeezing money,® and so when
this old fool retired, he had even to pawn his gowns.
for a passage home. From this one could essily
imagine how much money he had saved for his =on,
Lao-ts‘an, to squander.

Thus Lao-ts‘an was left without an inheritance

1. yam 3%, %, 3, thirty something =442. 3. smatter'ng —
Q. M. 4. “cight-logged” essay ARER(3E. b. profess b
B3 6. squeczing money $YEEH.
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and o profession, and humger and poverty were
continually knocking at his door. It is indeed a
blessing that heaven seldom forces a man at bay. So
- just at the moment Liao-ts‘an was at less as to what to
do; & Taoist priest, bearing a rod of magic bells, came
to tell him that he had been taught magic by an
immortal,! and was thoroughly acquainted with the
ways to cure all diseases. This induced Lao-ts‘an to
study under him, and having learned a few iricks
and cants of magie, he earned his living as a medi-
eine man.

Making a living in this peculiar way, Lao-ts‘an
roamed all over the couniry for a period of twenty
years. It happened one year that he came to a place
in Shantung where lived a rich man called Huang-
Jui-ho. Having contracted? a strange disease, this.
rich man was infected all over the body with it. It
would begin fo appear every spring, boring holes
into his body, but it would disappear when autumn
approached. The disease was of such a peculiar
nature that if one spot was cured in a year, new spots:
would be affected in the mext. So for a long time,
no body was able to cure it. It was fortunate then
for both parties that Lao-ts‘an arrived at this place
just in the spring. The bufler of the Huang’s family
asked him whether he could attend to the disease,
and Lao-fs‘an answered in the affirmative,® saying:

1. immortal FFZ A, 7. 2. contracted 1S, Iz, 3, afe
firmative @5y, HITH.
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“Surely I can cure the sickness. But I doubt if
you would do as I preseribe;! anyway I shall try my
best. To make the disease disappear completely is
not difficult, one has only to follow the practice of
our benevoleni? ancestors, and no disease will be
incurable. To cure other troubles, one follows the
method handed down from Shen-lung and Huang-ti,
but fo cure this peculiar disease one has to use the
formula, handed down by Emperor Ta-yu. The
latter method was once acquired by a person called
Wang Chieng in the Bast Han Dynasty; it is now
lost and known. to no one except me.”

For this reason the Huang asked Lao-is‘an to
stay and attend o his bedside. It was wonderful {o
see the honouraule gentleman recovering rapidly.
In the past years, when one sore healed ip, other
sores began to appear. But in this year it had not
eaten any holes into his body, and the Huangs were -
extremely happy when nothing serious had happened
efore the autumn equinox®—something that had net
been experienced for over a decade.t So to celebrate
the oceasion and to thank the heavenly god, a three-
day show was staged, and the western drawing room
was decorated with an artificial hill made up .of
chrysanthemums. For three days the members of
the family dined and rejoiced, and all were merry.

" One day after Lao-ts‘an.had taken his-tiffin and

1. preseribe B325%. 2. bencvolent {2524y, 48y. 3, antumn
equinox k4. 4. decade 442, 4
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-drunk a bit too much, he felt tired and went back .ip-
hig room for a short repose. Just as he was lying
down on his sofa-bed and closing his ‘eyes, two
persons: entered. (one of them was called Wen the
other Teh-hui; both were intimate friends of his),
.and said simultaneously:? “You old feol, why ccnfine
yourself at home on such a long sunny da,y at this??
Loo-ts‘an rose up hurriedly, begged them fto -take
-seats and replied: “I am sorry, my dear friends,
having dined and drunk too heavily, I feel a bit
drowsy and vncomfortable.”?

“Well,” answered Wen, “we are going to visit
‘Teng-chow Fu and the famous Péng Lai Pavillion
this very day. Your carriage has been hired and
everything is ready. Please do pack up your luggage
:and keep us company!**?

The proposifion was indeed too aitractive -for
Lao-ts‘an to decline,® and besides, he had not much
to pack. A few volumes of ancient books and several
-pieces of apparatus? constituted his whole parapher-
nalia.s So in a few minutes he was sitting comfort-
ably in the coach, and arrived before long at the a-
foresaid destination. After accommodating themselves
in an inn mnear the pavilion, they wandered over the
city and fully enjoyed the mythical views and scenes
often found in such mountain resort overlooking the

1. simultaneously Fiugy, —75. 2. kezp us company R
Fef. 3. decline 531, H:@%. 4. apparatus {£2. 5. phraphber-
xalis 17, FFERY.
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-sea. The next day Lao-is‘an suggesfed to his friends
-and said:

“Much has been- told about the beauty of the
ising sun, why don’t we keep awake to-night to see
$2”  “If it be your pleasure to do so, we will cer-
iainly keep you company.’> Although day and night
wre equally long in sutumn time, yet owing to the
reflection of the sun’s rays by the atmosphere, the
lay often seems longer and the night shorfer. After
setting down a few dishes of sumptuous?! food, they
spened two bottles of wine and dined and chatted
hearfily. In a while, the east began to brighten, but
in fact one still had to wait for some time before the
sun could be seen., The brightness is due to the
reflection of the solar rays.?

Their conversation had not continned very long
before Teh-hui said: *I think it is about time now,
why don’t we go up and wait in the pavilion?”’

“Yes, I think we had beffer do so0,” advising
Wen, “but ’tis windy and cold up there, mind you
put on more clothings.”

This done, and bringing with them their teles-
copes® and blankets, they ascended the crooked stair-
case of the pavillon through the back door, and ‘sat
beside a table close to the window. Looking® {o the
east they saw huge white waves rising like moun-
taing, and falling fo infinity. A few blue misty

1, sumpiunous SRy, MM, 2. solar rays KREESEE. 3. tele.
:Scopes Biies <
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spots could be noticed on the northeast;.they were
islands hidden partly in obscurity.! The wind was
rattling around the pavilion, making a sharp noise,
and it seemed as if the place were shaking. Clouds
banks were forming in layers in the sky, and from
the north a particularly large mass was suddenly
blown toward the east, pressing hard upon, and finally
shielding up all the rest, turning the whole in a
while into a mass of burning red.

“Brother Lao-ts‘an,” said Teh-hui, “E am afraid
it will be impossible to see the rising sum in this
weather.”?

“Yes, it is indeed a pity,” answered Lao-ts‘an.
“But as the sight of sea and the sound of wind may
arouse my emotion and make it more varied, this trip
is certainly not taken in vain.>’?

“Do you notice a tiny black streak in the east,
rising and falling with the sea? That must be
a steamer!” exclaimed Wen while he was poring
through his telescope. This induced the others to
take out theirs and surveyed attentively.?

“Ah! 2 black strip across the horizon, ain’t that
a steamer?’’ inquired Lao-ts‘an. And after they had
looked for a while the steamer passed out of sight.

Teh-hui kept on surveying with his {elescope;
suddenly he cried out and said, “Ah, ah, did you
notice a junk? on the other side? Isn’t it dangerous

1. obscurity B§Bk, R, 2. in vain 24X, 3. atlentively i
5y Bl 4, junk BB,
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for a passenger boat to be out at such a rough and

surging sea?”

“Where is it?”’ asked Lao-ts‘an. ““Tell me where
it is.”?

“Just beside the nearest island,” replied Teh-bui,
“and drawing nearer and nearer, can’t you see i{?*’

“Quite right, quite right,” responded Lao-ts‘an.
“Jt certainly looks dangerous, doesn’t it? But for-
tunately, she is heading towards fthis way and not
smore than thirty or forty 1i? off the coast.”

After an interval of an hour, the ship had
-already drawn very near. Surveying cavefully with
-their telescopes, they noticed that the ship in view
was 8 very huge passenger liner some two hundred
thirty or forty feet in length. She was an eight-
‘mast ship. 8Six of the masts had old sails, the
seventh had a new sail, and the last a half new one.
Her captain sat at the bridge, and four of his
:assistants were tending to the yoke.? Evidently she
-was heavily loaded—her stock hole must have been
filled with cargo of every conceivable variety. In-
-numerable male and femdle passengers were sitting
-on the deck fully exposed to thz weather—a picture
not unlike that of the poor creatures who took a third
.class passenger train from Tientsin to Peking. The
north sea wind blew upon their faces, while sprays of
surf splashed upon their clothings, while hunger,
<old, and fear seemed to make their state unbearable.?

1.}, 2. yoke #£¥3. 8. unbearable AT ZEZM.
— 16 —
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“Two men were in charge of the riggings of a sail,
each pair tending to their own business, however, as
if they were sailing eight different boats. There
were also many men dressed somowhat like sailors,
who seemed to be stalking? among the passengers,
‘but at cleser examination, they actually were snatch-
ing at foodstuff and siripping off the.clothings of
the passengers.

“Damne:] dogs!” exclaimed Wern impatiently.
““The ship is at the point of sinking, yet they are still
tormenting the helpless creatures, without the least
thought as how to moor her.” :

“Don’t get excited, brother,” responded Teh-hui.

“‘The ship is now only seven or eight 1i from the
land. We can easily go and admonish? them when
she anchors.”
" During this conversation they noticed several
persons were butchered and thrown into sea. The
helmsmen? suddenly turned the rudder, and directed
the boat {oward the east. Seeing this, Wen uttered
in a reproachful tone, stamping his feet angrily
and said:

" “Alas! TIsn’ it a pity that innumerable lives
should be so immediately led into doom by a few
hands at the steering wheel?”

He broke out again after & moment’s hesitation,
and said: “Yes, we have plenty of fishing boats on

1. staiking BaliF. 2. admonish 4k, 2632, 8. helmsmen
KEL.

— 18.—



B 0 BBk » KRIETFINIEA 5 MY » E—RE
BB - /A SN R RAAENES » RESAE
F R » DHPRAEALEAR_LB164 » SR AR BIER o BEAT
REEHERGBBLALERAE » Rafiidd®s - B
BEHTIE X » H B eI T R B B A s s
B SRR SRR AR o

SAATEEEY > RIS « SR | R
& o SMBPERIENE - RIRmEERATE R
B RAHEEIIEA » SFEKT ! |

W : [ 8% FBES  WE TRERBEA
B > SHMIARAEGE > el LS R o ]

EAEHEEZI - ZENAL LR T SREN » R
FBAHC » RIS T o BEMATIIMERS » 3% :

T o5 spas—aR N » SRS ey - IESRIEEINRR RS B

BEMNATFE - BRFEE! ]
MBRT—T» X@E ¢ | FERMNUETASER



the harbour at the foot of the hill; why don®t we hire
one to approach the ship, slay all the helmsmen and
save the migerable lives. What a benevolent act this
would turn out o be and how soothing it is.”

“I do admit that this method will be gratifying,”
said Teh-hui. “But may I say il is a bit fco rash
and hot-headed?? Now may I ask what is your
opinion brother Lao-ts‘an?®

“Brother Wen’s idea is a capital omne,” answered
Lao-ts‘an ironiecally,? “but I wonder how many
regiment of soldier we need bring to pacify them.”

“Don’t try to be funny, brother Ts‘an,” Wen’s
tone was high. ‘“You ought to realize that this is a
moment of life and death. Where the hell can we
get a few regiments of soldier all at once? Of course
only three of us are going, and I mean it seriously!®

¢“well, if that is really what you mean’ argued
Lao-tsan, “and go in a regiment of three, I am
afraid that instead of killing the murderers, we
would enly meet our death. Don’t you see that there
are some two or three hundred persons in command
of the ship? What say you, brother Wen?”

The thought that what Lao-ts‘an had said was
not altogether unreasonable flashed across® Wen’s
mind, so he said: “But what are you going %o do?
Fold up your hands and see them die?”

1. hot-headed J4%aY, ZI4kAY. 2. ironically 2418y, 3. flashed
across z:éxﬁ'.iﬁ
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“According to my opinion,” said Lao-tsan, “the
helmsmen are not to be blamed. There are probably
two reasons that the ship i3 in such an awlful fix.
First, that she is a transpacific ship, the crew, who
has always lived in piece and serenity, can only
manage her when the weather is calm They have
had no notion what a rough sea would be like, so
naturally, all feel at loss in encountering,! such a.
dreadful weather ag to-day’s. Secondly, they may
not have a .compass with them. They are sailing
only in according with the traditional methed,—
when the sky is clear, they make usc of the sun, the
moon, and the stars as their guides, and can hardly
err in direetion. This is what we call “‘living by
heaven.’”? They are all believers in fatalism,?® each
enslaving himself to his fate. 'Who knows that bad
weather will come this day, overshadowing the sun,
moon, stars, and deprive them of all things they
depend upon? It is not that they don’t want to land
at a good spot, but, poor creatures, they have lost
their way, and the farther they sail the more astray
they will be. So in stead of killing them, we shall
do according to what Wen has proposed—we shall set
sail in a fishing boat, chase them up, give them a
compass, and tell the captain how to handle a ship in:
peaceful and rough seas. If they take our advice,.
they will easily reach the opposite coast.”

v 1, encouniering %k, 8. 2. living by heaven FEHILH.
8, fatalism &,
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*Lao-ts‘an is right,” assured Teh-hui, and we
-must quickly proceed accordingly, the ship is indeed
-in a very dangerous position.”

And so they descended the pavilion, ordered
their servants to look after their baggages, brought

with them a very accurate compass, a recording

.apparatus, and other articles which are absolutely
necessary to navigation.! They went down hill. At
the foot of the hill was a little bay where hundreds of
fishing boats Were moored. Choosing a light handy
one, they set sail to it and steered towards the big
ship. If was fortunate that the wind blew from the
north, so that by catehing the side wind, one could
sail rapidly towards the east or west.

In the twinkling of an eye? they were quite near
the ship. They kept surveying with their telescopes
till they came to the distance where the words from
the ship could be heard. And to their great amaze-
ment, they mnoticed that among the ransacking?
sailors, a person delivering a speech at the fop of his
voice, saying:

““The boat that is the common property inherited
by your ancestors, the boat you paid for a voyage,
bas been wrecked by a few steering hands you hired.
“You fools! Don’t you know that your lives are bound
to the ship, and instead of waiting for your death,
can. you not think out some means to save the situa-
tion?”® Upon hearing this, most of the passengers

1. navigation #if#g. 9. twinkling of an eye BJF[3. 3. ran-
.sacking 4, 0.
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felt tongue-tied. But a voice broke out amid them.
and said: ““All that you are saying have long being:
lying hidden in our hearts. We thank you deeply"
for reminding us. But what can we doe to improve-
the situation?*” To thig the speaker replied: “You.
all know that nothing can be done without money,
well, if you don’t mind sparing a few dollars, I and
my comrades would gather up our courage, fight and
sacrifice for you, and thus lay the foundation of
peace, freedom, and securily.””® In response to this
the passengers clapped their hands with applause.

Wen heard these conversation from afar, and
spoke and said to his companions: ¢TI never comes
across my mird that there is such a hero on board
the ship, had we known it earlier, we would certainly
have not taken this venture.>?

“Yes, but now let’s lower the sa,ll follow the
ship more slowly,”” answered Teh-hui, “and gee what
they will do next. If the hero and his comrades
could really rescue the ship, our effort wodld be
needed no longer.”

“What you have said, by brother Teh-hdi, is.
absolutely right,*” returned Laoc-ts‘an “but my poor
observation is that thegse herces are mot those who
will put their words into action. They are only the
kind of person who use high sounding speeches to-
~swindle? money.” )

1. tonzue-tied PP #EE. 2. security £22. 3. venture Bz
A2, 4, swindle #£06,5%:5K.
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Lowering thesall and allowing the fishing boat
%o glide slowly, they noticed that the passengers had
gather a huge quantity of cash handed them over to
the hero who had delivered the speech, and waited
passionately for his action. Swiftly the speaker
snatched the money and rushed 1o & corner in a
higher platform where nobedy could hurt him and
there he stood still.

“You cold-blooded mammalg!?” ghouted he.
¢“Why don’ you dash upon and atiack the fellows at
the rudder? Why don’t you slay all officers? Fol-

"lowing his advice several unsophisticated? youngsters
s*aged an attack; but some of them were killed by the
.sailors and some thrown into the sea.

Kceping his ground securely on the high plat-
form, the hero shouted again: )

“Why don’t you gather together? Don’t you
know that unity is strength, snd that if you all
attack at the same moment, you would certainly beat
the enemy?” But on board the ship there were also
-old and experienced men, one of whom broke aloud
-and interrupted:

“This is not the way fo do things, my younger
-country men. Don’t upset things by your rash acts.
“If you did, the ship might sink before the battle is
.decided.”

1. cold-blood mammals Zi&)4s. 2. unsophisticated SERH
%, gAY,
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“So what we took g be heroes are the fellows who
-procure money at the expense of! their followmen’s
‘blood,”” uttered Teh-hui in disappointment after he
had witnesse 2 the scenes on the ship.

‘“Fortunately there are some old and cool headed
people on board the ship, ctherwise she would have.
sunk in no time,”” added Laoc-ts‘an.

And ordering the fisherman to set sail in full,
they quickly caught up with the big ship. The
boatman used a bamboo pole to keep the small boat
alongside, and they ascended and rushed to the
captain’s cabin, honoured the latier with bows and
presented the campass and the recording apparatus.
The capiain appeared to be very mild when he
examined the apparatus and inguired about their
respective usage and advantage. Suddenly, amidst
their interesting conversation, a sailer of lower rank
roared out:

' “Captain! Captain! Mind you being cheated by
these rascals! What they’ve brought us are foreign-
instruments. They must be traitors and Catholics.?
Do you know that they have already sold the ship to
foreigners? So if you falk with them any longer, or
accept their presents, it means that you are receiving
their ‘God penny,” and no sooner will they leave
than the foreigners will come to take over the ship.”

1. at the expense of §%%%. 2. witnessed Hj%. 3. Catholics
REKE. ’
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“Thege Traitors! Kill them! XKill them!” shouts
ed all the passengers, including that hero who had
delivered a speech not long ago.

These words greatly disturbed the captain’s
suditory! nerves, he and the other helmsmen hesitat-
ed and paused for a moment. Then the captain’s
uncle, who being one of the helmsmen, began to give
advice, and said to Lao-ts‘an: “We know that you
have come with good intentions.? But passengers
and crew are mow enraged so you had better leave
immediately.”

Being greatly disappointed, Laoc-tu‘an and com-
pany went back to the small fishing boat. But no
soonetr did they set foot on her, tnan a hail of broken
cars and splinters were rained heavily upon them.
The enraged mob had hurled whatever on hand at
them with an intention to kill, and Lao-is‘an was
destined to die at sea. Realizing thai his worldly
adventure had come to an end,® he closed hise yes,
and fluttering like a fallen leave, sank to the bottom
of thesea.........

But a voice somewhat like: “Wake up, sir, wake
up, the sky is getling dark and supper is served!”
wds whispering at his ears. He opened his €yes in
astonishment, heaved a sigh? and murmured: “Alas!
It is only but a dream.”

1. auditory IEERY, HAY 2. good intentions 3%, 3. come
fo an end &#%. 4. heaved a sigh Wy 7—H .
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CHAPTER II-

THE WHITE LASSIE SINGS
L
After a few days, Lao-is‘an spoke to the butler of
Huwang’s family and said: ““Asthe weatheris getting
colder every day, I am sure your master’s disease
will-not get serious again this year. I want fo visit
Tsinan, and nourish my eyes with the beautiful
~scenery of Lake Ta-ming. If your master’s health
should necessitates my presence next year, I shall be
at your service! again.””> The butler made a keen
effort to detain him but without success. A feast was
then giveu in honour of his departure the very night,
and a thousand taels? of silver was presented to him
as an acknowledgment of gratitude.®? To all these
courtesies Lao-tsan said hearty thanks. He then
packed his baggages, bid them farewell, and entered
his hired edach. All the way he enjoyed the sight of
beautiful mountain ranges, red autumn leaves and
yellow flowers, and was by no means* lonesome.

" When he arrived at Tsinan Fu and entered the
city gate, he noticed that there were spankling foun-
taing in every house and overhanging willows at ev.ry
door—s scene quite different from but far more

1. at your rervice BE#HME%. 2. taels ¥§. 3. gratitude &
#. 4. by no means ¥R
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interesting than that of Kiang-nan. He locked far
and found an inn, removed his baggages into it, and
after paying his travelling expenses, he took a hasty
supper and reposed for the night.

Rising up early next morning he ook a light
refreshment, and wavering his long staff of chained
bells he roamed over the city, fulfilling part of his
daily routine.! The same afternoen he strolled to
Chiao-hua Bridge, hired a canoe, and paddling north-
ward, he soon reached Li-Hsia Pavilion, which was so
old that all the paints had begun to erumble? from its
walls and pillars. Inside the pavilion were hung, as
scrolls, a pair of wooded boards, on which were found
these inscriptions:

“Of Li Hsia’s pavilions, this the most ancient;
In Tsin, noted scholars are particularly numer-
ous.”

Canoeing on, he came to the temple of the “Iron
Duke.” The duke was the loyalist who held the
rebellious Prince Yen at bay at the outset of Ming
Dynasty. Posterity® has so respected his virtue and
uprightness that a temple was built in hig memory,
and people went there to offer incense in the spring
and autumn of every year.

TFacing the south of this temple was the “Thous-
and Buddhas Hill.” On it, coloured temples were
interspersed with towering pines, dotted here and

1. daily routine $2H%¥%. 2. crumble 5%, 3. posterity #&
A% A

— 86 —



IE» AMERIE » SITEST - BT SEEE » Ml
B 0 MARET o

R AR BRI > PHERSBEET
B BE—IERTE  FRESTERERS BT 54
i+ BRI » BTN - BRI TS - i o A
TR EE-EET » WHEERRH o BF LET—
RIS > HagR -

[ETkES » BEdts : ] L85 [HTH

4] TEE [ BMEEES. ]

ETERUEENER » bREEEER o BT
Ry > TS A > AR THAT o RESBAZ
B ? RENRNETE ARATIMER o £ ARheEE
FIAE S » SRR - A RBIAOLES o

I THAT » PE— > ARBETHRLE - 5
{EHE - SUFEIAZRN » BT - TR0 » QMEE ~

o0 -



+here with red spots of maple trees. They present a
pattern of rich colours, blended into perfect harmony,
and looked just like a huge painting created by the
expert! hands of Chao Chen-lee, made into a screen of
forty or fifty 1i. As Lao-tsan was appreciating and
praising the scenery, his auditory nerves were sud-
denly siruck by a song of fisherman, and, éasting
down his eyes, he noticed that the lake had become
clear and the scenery was reflected upon its mirror-
like surface. The image looked more begutiful than
its object. On the west coast of the lake was the
market, but it was wholly hidden by bushes of blos-
soming reed. Their white flowers reflected upon the
surface of the lake, and mingled with the golden rays
of the sefting sun, formed into a pink carpet that lay
between the hills and their images. “Alas!”® muttered
Lao-ts‘an. to himself:

““So beautiful is the seemery, but so few are the
visitors.”

Paddling his canoe by the Temple of Narcissus,
Lao-ts‘an passed the back of Li-Hsia Pavilion, and
came to a bed of water lilies, which surrounded hig
canoe so closely that their leaves brushed at it and
produced a rustling sound.? The wild ducks, fright-
ened by the oars, fluttered high into the sky. Bunches
of ripe lily-calyx® dropped into the canoe, and after
picking one or two and tasting them, Lao-ts‘an again
paddled his canoe and landed beside Chiao-hua Bridge.

1. expert E=£, FENY. 2. rusiling sound EEMIEE. 3. lily-
<calyx §fii.
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There were busy people around the bridge. Some
of them were carrring loads, some were pushing
wheelbarrows, and some were sitting on sedan chairs,
each carried by $wo coolies. . Behind a hurrying sedan
chair was dashing a valet with a red cap on his head
and a valise of document under his arm, mopping his
face with a handkerchief as he ran. A small child,
five or six years old, still ignorant to dodge! in a
crowded street, was kicked down by a sedan chair
coolie, and cried bitterly. His mother, seeing this,
quickly ran to the child and asked: ““Who has kicked
you down? Who has done this?”> The child kept on
erying and made no answer. And after she had asked
him geveral times, he said sobbingly: “The man who
carries the sedan chair!” The mother raised her
head to look for the sedan chair; it was already two 11
away. Knowing that it was oo late o revenge, she
picked up the child and went her way.

From Chiao-huas Bridge Lmo-ts‘an walked south-
ward, and strolling® along a main street he saw posted
on the wall a piece of yellow paper about one foot by
seven or eight inches in size. On the paper were
written three big characters, “The Drum Ballad® and
on the side were a line of small characters which read:
“Bright-Lake Garden, the twenty-fourth day.”” The
paper was still wet—an evidence that it had just been
posted. Lao-ts‘an had mever seen the advertisement
before, and had no idea what it was about. He

1. dodge #, Sz, 2, strolling §cb.
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ought of it deeply, and as he walked the converstion
tween two hawkers! enfered his ears, in which one
them said:

“The white lassie? will be singing tomorrow, and

instead of doing business, let’s go to it.”

to
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He passed by a shop overheard a salesman saying
one of his colleagues:® “You heard the white lassie
st time, it is my ‘urn fomorrow.”” And all conver-
tion along the street was about the same topic.
o-ts‘an was asionished and said to himself:

“Who is this ‘white lassie® anyway? And what
nd of ballad is she going fo sing? Wky is the city
excited by a single advertisement?”” Thus asking
d talking 1o himself, he unconsciously? stepped
ion. the entrance of the hotel, and as he entered,
e waiter came to him and said: “What kind of dis-
s would yon have for supper?”” Laoc-is‘an ordered

what he wanted and asked: “What do you mean by

‘D
S0
an
ad
col
aci

rum Balled’ in this place? And why has it excited
many people?” “Don’t you know, my guest?”
swered the waiter, “This ‘Drum Ballad’® is an

vertisement for ballad singings to be staged in the

1ntry places of Shantung. Initthe only songstress,
Tess, or whoever you call her, sings the stories of

heroes of the past, beating the drum with one hand

an

d thumbs two iron tablets with the other. This in

fac¢th is not a rare scene to behold. But fiom the date

<4,

1. bawkers /. 2. lassie ¥, miiff. 8. colleagues [(3dy, [
4. unconsciously &Em.
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“The White Lassie’ and ‘Black Lassie’ begaz to
appear in public it became a rage all over the city.
The White Lassie is & genius. She made herself
accomplished in ballad singing when she was but
twelve or thirteen years of age, and as she disliked
the simple tune of the couniry sides she attended the
opera® in the big cilies and at once picked up the
styles of the best artists of the time in the metropolis.
Her vocal power is unusual, for the piteh of her voice
and the length of her breath seem unlimited. Then
combining the southern tumnes with that of the Shan-
tung counties, she composed an unique type of her
own and scored such & hit over the country that people
of all classes flocked fo her audience. Now as you
have seen it in the adverbtisement, she is going fo sing
tomorrow. If you don’t believe what I said, pray? go
and hear her yourself, and you will know. But be-
ware, my guest, you must go early. Though the
programme starts at one in the afternoon, the house
will be fully occupied by ten in the morning.”
Lao-ts‘an found it hard to believe all the waiter
said. He rose six the next morning, made a tour in.
and out of the southern gate in order fo have a sight
of the Shun’s Well, and the Li-san valley where the
Maghificient Shup® had once ploughed his field.
Wheh he came back to the hotel it was about nine;
thus breaking his fast faster, he started off for

1. opera B, BkFB. 2. pray g, 3. the Magnificient Shan
K.
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Brigh* ILake Garden and arrived there exactly ak
ten

Great was his amazement as he entered—&éhe hun-
dred tables and benches in this big ‘opera garden had
all been flled with people except seven or eight that
were reserved, as the red slips pasied on them
signify, by the officials in the educational, the milit-
ary, and the municipal depariments respectively.
Lac-ts‘an tried to find a vacant seat long but failed,
s0 he had to procure, by tipping the usher two hendred
coppers, & short bench and sat among the rest. As
to the stage, it was ridiculous to see that such a big
one should have on it only a small table and two
chairs. On the table was laid a drum, two iron slabs®
and a threg-string violin. Omn the chair there was not
a single soul. The stage looked grotesquely? vacant
and dreadfully deserted. There were about twenty
hawkers in the garden, carrying baskets of baked
eakes and light ¢rullers on their heads and sold those-
to the audience who, anxious to obtain seats, not had
any food sinee the early morning.

By eleven o’clock, government officials, dressed in.
civilian gowns and followed by valets, began to pour
in and sedan chairs, big and small, blocked® the
entrance. At about twelve the reserved tables were
all taken. TFrom time to time, people came in to look
for seats, bringing with them benches and squeezed
themselves among the audience. Some of the

1, slabs 3%, J3#:2)r. 2. grotesquely $£5189. 3. blocked 3£
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-occupants looked like business men, some like local
scholars, but ali bowing and chatting to one another
and kept up such ,a noise that no words could be
heard and understood.

At half past twelve a man appeared on the stage
wearing a blue long gown. His face, long and full of
pimples, locked just like a withered orange, but in
spite of his ugliness, his action was graceful. Without
uttering a word, he sat on a chair, teck up the violin,
tuned it slowly and played a ditty.? The music did
not attract much attention. After the ditty an
overture. It also was not exciting. But suddenly be
applied every one of his fingers to the instrument,
and swung his hand round and round. The music
thus produced began to work wonders on the percep-
tion? of the audience. Ifsounded as if the musician
had a hundred fingers and the violin had a thousand
strings, and even the clamorous applause of the
audience could not drown the music. Very soon the
man finigshed playing and the waifer handed him a
cup of tea.

After a few minutes, out through the back curtain
came a lass of about sixteen or seventeen with silver
earings hanging by her long, egg-shaped face,” and
hair done up in a crawling mass on her head. She
wore suit of tidy blue cotton pajamas braided with
black strips. She sailed towards the other -chair,
and rested there. And as the man began to fumble

1, pimples #EFy. 2. ditly /3§. 8. perception K, 1BiF.
4. cgg-shaped face ZJZRIL.
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-gver the violin again, she stood up, and taking the
castanets with her left hand she put them between'
her third finger, and stroke one against the other to
match the measure of the violin. She picked up the
-drumstick with her right and waited with concentrated
attention. All of a sudden she beat the drum, broke
her golden voice and sing! Her voice was clear and
‘sweet and has a delicate metalic quality, her words
were distinet and yel possess such a continuous melody
“¢hat they may be likened to the song of a nightingalel
fresh from the forest, or to the tender twittering of a
suckling swallow? refurning to its nest. Scores of
lines of seven syllables each were sung, and throughout
the song there seemed to be such variety in tempo
and pitech and change of scale, and it was in these
unexpected,? yet clever change of tone and tempo and
in such inexhaustible variety in nuance* and grace
that the infinite power of comtrol of her voice is
revealed—a power that seemed unsurpassed and in-
surpasgsable.
Two people were sitiing beside Lao-fs‘an. One of
“them whispered to the other snd said: “This must
be the White Lassie. She sang so wonderfully!”
“$*No, no!”’ replied the other, “She is the Black Lassie,
the younger sister of the White Lass. She was taught
vocal by her sister and her techinque was far inferior.
*One can always describe and sometimes imitate her,

1. nighitingale 8. 2. suckling swallow £[#. 8 unexpeci=
ed LR BIM. 4. nunance FEZMBPAEHN.
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but no one can do the same fo her sister’s. During
these two or three years, lots of players and sing-song-
girls have been imitating her singing, but they only
succeeded in mimicing one or two of her sentences,,
and as o what the White Lassie’s songs, no one can.
ever follow.”

The conversation came to an end as the Black
Lassie finished her solo.! She withdrew into the back
stage. The air of the garden again was filled with
noigy chatting of the the sudience and yellings of the
hawkers selling melonseeds,? peanuts and walnuts.

Amidst the feverist bustling, there appeared on.
the stage a girl about eighteen or nineteen years old,
dressed up just like the former. Her face wasshaped
like 2 melonseed. Her beauty was above the average
woman—charming but not coquiettish? and a clarity
of complexion but not coldness. She glided forth:
with her head slightly bent, stood behind the small
desk, picked up the castanets and played them one
against the other. Sirange fo say from these two
tablets of steel, she seemed to have played forth the
whole scale of five notes and twelve keys. Then
beating the drum gently twice, she lifted her head,
and her eyes swept over the audience. Oh! that pair
of eyes!—they were like the autumn water, the stars
of & wintry night. No! they were pearls on a bed
stream of quicksilver!* Who among the audience did

1. solo 3@". 2. melonseeds |KF. S coguettish #KiE. 4
quicksilver /Kt
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not feel that glance! Even. those sitting at the
farthest corners, and even the birds and the insects:
outside the hall seemed to have been charmed into
gilence. The atmosphere became more {ranquil! than
in the presence of an emperor, and one even hear the.
falling of a pin if one should happen then to drop on
the floor.

Now opens her rosy lips, and her ivoery white {eeth
shine, her song begins! Tt begins low but sweet and
soothing, making the audience feel just like .eating-
the fruit of immeortality, every crevice of their
body and every pore of their skin feeling at ease.
Then singing—higher and higher, her voice suddenly
jumps to the highest pitch and thrills like the sound
of a bunch of steel wire being hurled into the sky.
Even then she modulates? and rise and falls with ease
and grace. Then to the greatest surprise of her aud-
ience, she tises another octave? then another and
another. One feels as a pilgrim does who “attempts
to scale the Tai Shan through the western side of"
Aolai Peak. Af first you had the deception that that
Peak, rearing perpendicularly inte the clouds, must
be the highest. But when you have reached ita.
summit you see that the Fan Precipice is yet on top
of you, and when you arrived atop the Fan Precipice.
the South-Heavenly Gate is still higher.

1. tranquil #%@. 2. modulates #7y, WJI. 3. octave HAR
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The faintest of a voice seems to rise from under
the ground. Ii comes mnearer, louder; it thrills and
darts to 2 highest pitch; it gathers other sounds to
rise; the accompany plied all his fingers upon the
violin, harmonizing ifs music with her voice in all
its complex variation. This time it is like the letting
-off of a Japanese fire works info the skies, it explodes
into a shower of thousand colouring rays in the sky.
It is like the chirping? of a thousand warbling
birds in a flowery orchard at dawn in spring. It
Xkeeps one’s ears so busy that one doesn’t know which
to follow. Amidst this mortification? and tumulis of
voice and instrument, the song came to sudden stop,
and dead silence reigned®. Words of applause roared,
like thunders.

After a while, as the excitment began to ebb, a
wan of about thirty something years of age, spoke to
his companion in Hunan accent and said: “When ag
a2 young student I learned the epigram describing
that claims far sweet music that ils echo ‘“remains
whirling around the house rafters for three days’, I
never could believe its truth. T reasoned to myself
and thought: ‘How could a sound remain whirling
around a rafier, and for three days?’ Bui now I ap-
preiate it. Bvery time I hear the White Lassie sing,
for dyas her voice keeps ringing in my ears so that I
8imply can not concentirate! my mind on anything

1. chirping BEWH. 2. mortification 5. 3. dead silence
woigned JIE4EiZ. 4. concentrate Fjith.
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else T do think that to say her voice lingers for three
days in one’s ear is doing her injustice. Perhaps
‘three months® would be more correct. Of his absorb-
ing interesi in books Confucius once said: ‘For three
months I lost all taste in meat.”> Yes, T think the
‘three months’ will apily describe effects of her voice
more.”

“You have described it, my dear sir,” replied the
other, “and I am ashamed of myself.>’

No sooner had the White Lassie entered than the
Black Lassie appeared again; and she was followed
2gain by the White. This time the latier sang about
the courtship between a gentleman and a great beauty..
But her last appearance exited less commotion.! Soon
the show came to an end, and the audience departed.

1. commotion BT, H.
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CHAPTER II1
THE FOUNTAINS

The thought that it was unsafe to leave 5 thou~
sand taels of silver in the hotel weighed heavily upon
Lae-ts‘an’s heart. So in the next day he brought a
draftt of 800 taels and sent it baek to his home in
Kiang-nan. With the remaining sum, he procured
for himself a roll of silk and a piece of woollen cloth.
A tailor was ordered to cut the first into a long gown
and the latter into a shorter one. ’

After tiffin, Lao-ts‘an rambled out of the west
gate and had a cup of tea in a cafe by the “Sprouting
Fountain >> There are sevenby-two famous fountains
in Tsinan Fu, among them the Sprouting Fountain
ranked first. It formed into a pond about 4 or b acres
in size and found its outlets in two rippling streams.;
Deriving its source from three underground springs
it gushed? up in three sprays at the centre of the
pond to s height of two or three feet above the
surface, each spray being as thick as a bucket. Ii
‘was said that the fountain used to sprout up a height
of five or six feet, but when artificial means® was
epplied to widen and deepen the pond, the gushings
lowered to the present level.

“Hemm—

1. draft 5. 2. gushed BYM. 3. artificial means A T hpe
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Leaving the Sprouting Fountain behind, Lao-
1s‘an rambled towards the east, and making several
turns, he found himself in the Golden Fountain
Colleg:. Passing throtigh the main doeor, he came to
g butterfly shaped pavilion perched on water sides.
Behind and beyond the pavilion was a large grove of.
plantains!’ which presents a sight of green and
within this grove a pond of about twenty feet squars
could be found. This was the Golden Ray Fountain,
the second of the four famous fountains. The lore?
of the locality held that there was a golden ray
amidst the fountain that kept shooting up® with the
water all the while, but when Lao-ts‘an tried af every
angle to discover it, not even an iron ray was to be
seen. Fortunately, a native was just passing by,
and making a low bow to him, Lao-tsan inquired
whether there is any truth in thus naming this
pond. The native grasped the doctor’s hand, and
led him to the west side of the pond, then bending
his body and tilting his head, he gazed attentively
at the fountain and said: ““There! There it is! A
golden ihread flutiering on the surface of the pond,
just like the thread from a gossamer’s* web, do you
gee it??? Following his example, Lao-ts‘an also tilted
his head and gazed and said: ““Ah, yes, yes, I get it
now, but how—how de you account for it?”’ He
pondered® for & moment and then said: “I think

1. plantains FHZ—H. 2. lore A%, BEl. 3. shooting up
BiEH. 4. gossamer k. b. pondered :EHE.
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there must be two different streamgs under the surface
counteracting each other with equal forces, so at the
place where they meet a brilliant ray is radiated.”
It is true,” answered the native, ““we read about it
in the edits of our ancestors, but can the force of the
streams keep equalizing after such 8 long time?”
“Well,” answered Lao-ts‘an, “do you notice that the
thread is oscillating? right and left from {ime to
time? This fells you that the forces are certainly
not always equal.”” The native nodded his head fo
show that he understood what Lao-ts‘an had said;
1then they departed.
Coming out of the Golden Ray Fountain Lao-
itsan tramped along the city wall heading for the
-east and entered a street which led him te the south
(Bate. The mote? beyond this gate was filled with
itransparent and sparkling water in which were wav-
ing celery grown to a length of more than ten feet
‘long, and big and small fish were seen swimming to
and fro. Absorbed in this unusual sight, he wander-
red about, and caught sight of an oval pond surround-
#d with country wash women and girls chatting
‘heartily and tending to their work. Thatched cot-
-tages were built beside another large pond, and when
approached, it was a tea shop consisting of only =
'few tables and benches. To this cafe Lao-is‘an
lentered. The quick eyes of a waiter spied on him
and came to serve tea. The teapot looked like those

1. oscillating }2i). 2. mote Tk
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of I-Hsing make, but at closer examination, they
‘were counterfeits! made by native hands.

As Lao-ts‘an sat down and made a sip of tea, he
asked the waiter: “Is it true that there is a Black
Tiger Fountain somewhere around this place?” “My
dear Sir,”” answered the waiter smilingly, “don’t you
know where the Black Tiger Fountain is? Bent ou
of the window and see.” Tollowing the piece of
advice, Lao-is‘an peeped out of the window, and
verily there was a stone tiger crouching right under
his feet. Tis size was not magnanimous,? its head
being only two feet long and five or six inches wide,
But a gush of water was shooting out of its month
‘with such a force thaf it reached the opposite side of
the pond, and flowed into a riverlet which ran into
the city mote. Lao-is‘an sat here for a while to
-appreciate the splendor of the sefting sun, and
-departed reluctantly for the hotel when he had to
pay the bill and go. !

Of all the fountaing in Tsinan Fu, four of them
-are the most outstanding, namely: “The Sprouting
Fountain,” “The Golden Ray Fountain,”” “The Black
Tiger Fountain,” and the “Pear]l Fountain®® which is
most adversely situated in the governor’s residence.
Strange as it seems that Lao-ts‘an could have enjoyed
the beautiful sight of the first three fountains, but
Biranger incidents are awaiting to lead him to the
fourth, His travelling appetite® was quite appeased

1. counterfeits f#fi&AY. 2. magnanimous kgx. 8. travelling
Wppetite M,
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the next day, and, wavering his long chain of bells,
he again sold his service as a tramp doctor. As he.
passed the gate way which led into the governor’s
residence, and entered a small lane, he saw a man
bearing a thin, long face, and wearing a thick silk
gown. This man leaned wearily against a door bear..
ing a red label which read: ‘“Kao’s Residence.” He
beckoned? to Lao-ts‘an as he dipped his water bottle
pipe into his mouth and said: “Can you tend? {o the-
throat, Surgeon?” ¢“Oh, yes,”” answered Lao-is’an,
“T do know a bit,” and was led into the house.

Entering through-the main door, and turning to.
the west, he was led info & nicely decorated drawing-
room, with writings and paintings of famous artists
Jhanging on withered side wall. There was a paint-
ing on the back wall that seemed fo represent the
renowned Lieh-ts riding on a gust of wind, with
igowns and hat fluttering in a fanciful® mood. Every-
stroke of the picture was boldly and forcefully laid,
and on top of it were four characiers written in
excellent style.

After introducing themselves one to the other,
Lao-tsfan was amazed to find that the thin man was
a secretary of the governor, native of Kiangsu by the.
name of Kao Shac-wen. Revealing his intention he
said: “I have a concubinet stricken with tonsilitis®
for five days, and at the present moment not even a
single drop of water can go through her throat. I

1. beckoned B5g, 3. 2. tend FiE, W 3. fanciful fKimay,
K E. 4. concubine 5%, 5. tonsilitis MR SRS,
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bzg you earnestly i{o preseribe ‘for her and save her
life.”” 'To this Lae-ts‘an replied and said: I must.
attend to her before I preseribe.”
srvants were ordered to go to the bed chamber
and announce that a docior was coming. Lao-is‘an
was invited to enter through the second deor and
came to the waiting room surrounded by three bed
room. An old maid brushed aside the curtain of the.
west chamber and begged them to go in. There was
a large bed on the north western corner of the room,,
fully shrouded by a mosquito nef made of printed
linen and in front of the bed were a table and two.
benches. The room and ils inmate, from the utility-
point of view, do not seem to call for rich'decorations.
Mr. Kao then urged Lao-is‘an fo take a seat on_
the bench. A hand stretched out of the mosauito
net quiveringly, and the amak? swiftly got hold of a
pil2 of books and put them on the bed side for the
band to rest upon. “Well,” uttered Lao-ts‘an after-
he had felt the pulse of both hands, ‘“‘the pulse in
either hand is quite sunken, fast, and tremulous—an _
evidence that the “fire’ within has been encompassed
by the ““cold” without and there is no way of escape,
hence it burns, the worse it becomes.” After a.
moment he continued: “but please do let me see the
throat.”> Responding to this seemingly unnccessary-
inquisition® Kao raised the mosquito net rcluctantly, .

1. inmate KA, HEA. 2. amah:EZ#EF. 8. inquisition 8%,
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and exposed a woman about twenty years of age, her
face scarlet red, and looking very ill. Kao then
softly raised her body, turned her head towards a
‘beam of light shining through a small windew, told
her to open her mouth and let Lao-fs‘an examine
carefully. The sides of the throat were so inflamated?
that they almost met at the middle. “This in fact
should not have been a serious sickness.” said Lao-
ts‘an after he had examined it thoroughly. *Itstart-
ed only in consequence of liftle ‘fire,” and surgeon
has mad the mistake of giving her 2 cup of medicine
which had too ‘bitterly chilling’ an effect, so instead
of let the “fire®> out it has kept it in. Besides, her
fliver fire’ is easily stirred. Hence she is apt to show
her livers and got depressed. I shall preseribe for her
a cup of medicine having a cooling and effusing (per-
spiring) effect and that will cure her immediately.”
And he picked up 2 botile and blow pipe from his
medicine box and blew some powder into her throat.

Withdrawing himself quickly to the drawing
room again, Lao-ts‘an prescribed a medical recipe
which consisted solely of various dry herbages? and
minerals. He handed the recipe to Mr. Kao and
told him to boil the preseription with one bowl of
water until it has evaporated to four-fifth of the
bowl. A learned doctor indeed,” said Mr. Kao to
Leao-ts‘an “but will you kindly tell me how many
<doses she should take in order to make a recovery?”
R

1. inflamated $3§%. 2. herbages #i.
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“Two doses for to-day,” answered Lao-i.%un, “and T
shall see her again tomorrow.” ¢Thank you very
much, said Kao, and how much should be the fee,
Sir??” “Whenever I attend to a patient,” responded
Lao-ts‘an, “when I dispense the Tao, or practice the-
‘Way, I usually accept no compensation; but if my
services should prove to be effective, I shall come te.
you for a bowl of rice when I am hungry, or a little
travelling expenses when I am in need of them.” I
shall express my indebtedness, then,”” answered Kao,
““when the patient is well.” .And after securing-
Lao-lsan’?s address and reciprocating? such eouriesies.
as practised between a host and a guest, Lao-is‘an
took a hagty leave.?

For the succeeding four days, Lao-ts‘an attended
to the bedside of Kao’s concubine, and on the fifth
day, her sickness was completely cured, and she
iooked just like a normal person. As an expression.
of his gratitude and happiness, Kao presenied Lao-
ts‘an with eight teals of silver and gave a feast in his.
honour at the North Pavillion Restaurant, to which
most of his colleagues in the governor’s secretariat
were invited. So the news spread far and wide, and
high officialst%f every degree send in invitation after
invitation for Lao-ts‘an’® services, and his hotel
entrance was blocked with swanky® sedan chairs
almost every day.

1. reciprocating Bii4; 3852, 2. took a hasty leave ZAEEHl.
+8. swanky FELLig.
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T One day Lao-isan attended a feast given by a
governotr’s substitute, and heard the conversation
between two minor officials whe sat on his left and
right respectively, “I have heard that Yu Tso-chen
is going to become the prefect! of Ts‘ao Chow,” said
one to the other. “But as his rank is still so low,”
replied the other, “how can be promoted so sudden-
ly?* “Ah” murmured the fst, “have you mnot
heard about his administrative ability? He had be-
ceme famous for having solved the big robbery case,
and under his administration, the robber infested?
Ts ao Chow has become a model city. It is said ne
body there dares to pick up things in the street
dropped by others. Through this he has gained the
confidence? and praise of his superior and some one
has reported to the governor that he had seen per-
sonallvy a blue bag left on the sireet in Ts‘ao Chow
one day and that no one was bold or greedy enough to
pick it up. My curiosity incited* me.” continued
the guest at Lao ts‘an’s right, “to ask a native about
this bag, and why no one picked it up. I was told
that some stranger might have left it there the night
before. ‘But why didn’t you pick it up?’ inquired
I, ‘Oh, no, not me,’ replied the native, who shook his
head, and smiled: ‘I pick it up? and thus put the
lives of my family in real danger? No, not mel® So
the saying ‘Things dropped on the highway are left

1. prefect 4u¥s. 2. robber infested BWFFN. 3. cone
Yidence fZ4f. 4. inciled &
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untouched® with whieh our ancestor used to praise &
zood administration has come true. It has been
realized-in Tsao Chow. OQur governor has been so
pleased with Yu’s administration that Le intends to
recommend him before the emperor by a special
memorial.2”’

Commenting upon the subjeet, the officer who sat
on Lao-ts‘an’s left said: “I do admit that Tso-chen is
capable, but I regret to say his acts are a bit cruel,
‘don’t they? He has came into power for barely a
year, and guess how many persons he has sentenced
to stand in the death cage? More than two thousand,
sir, more than twe thousand! and who could guaran-
tee that among them there were not a few innoecent
men?”? “Surely,” sanswered the other,” “but the
question is, what precenlage of the criminsls are
really guilty? The administration of a cruel ma-
gistrate is usually attractive in its appeal. You
remember the high officer Sung, who used to skin the
criminals. Well, he is a good reflection of Tso-
chen. And he will persist his so called strong policy
until people would not dare to criticize, but look at
‘the administration askance.>

It ig true that Tso-chen is cruél,” said another
guest, “but the habits of the populace in Ts‘ao Chow
are indeed detestable.? 'When I was the prefect there
not long ago, there were robbery cases every day, and
80 I employed a regiment of over two-hundred. But

1, memorial &5, 2, detestable W1H, kT EL.
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$imid cats they turned out to be! They were sent to
trace the robbers but what do you think they Brought
back? Just a handful of innocent farmers and
honest country folks, who were foreced by the robbers
to carry their loots.! There were in fact not a robber
among the hundreds arrested and brought before me.
T should indeed feel ashamed to compare Tso-chén’s
forceful administration with mine.”

“According to my epinion,” answered the one
who sat on Lao-ts‘an’s left, ‘“the less people you
convicted and butchered, the better it is. T have a
feeling that Tso-chén will certainly reap what he has
sowed.?2 :

. The next day Lao-ts‘an sat leisurely in the hotel.
Suddenly he sighted a sedan chair mounted with
tblue weollen cloth halted at the hotel door. Out
rushed a man who shouted, “Is Doctor Tieh at
bome?*® Lao-ts‘an at once recognized the man, if
Wwas no others than Mr. Kao. “Here I am,” reported
the doctor, and hurried to meet him. “Will your
honour please step in and have a seat in my humble
and dirty lodge?” “Oh, you are too courteous,”
answered Kao, and so they entered the room occupied
by our traveller s room filled with the air of simpli-
city and refinement. On the southern portion of the
room was a large stove bed made of bricks, and nearly
covered with matress and blankets; on the northern
side were a square table and two chairs and on the

1. loots 74, 2. reap what he has sowed §fo3b4%,
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~western side were two bamboo chests; and on the
table were nicely set a small inkstand, a couple of
‘brush pens, and three or four copies of old boocks and
a box containing red ink fer seals.l

Lao-ts‘an begged Kao to sit on the guest seat.
Kao was greatly amazed when he looked at the books.
“0h,” he shouted in astonishmeni, ““this is a Sung
.edition of Chuang-tse! Where did you ever get this?
& rare treasure which has been lost for a long time.”
“Nothing to it,”” responded Lao-ts‘an, “they were
merely a few copies of musty? books ‘left by my
father. I bring them along in order that I may have
something to kill my time with.” “You were born
-of respectful family,” Kao gestured and said: “Tt is
true that riches and bonour are just like floating
selouds, and no matier how attractive they look, they
.soon pass out of sight, but I do regard it a bit too
loftily removed fiom worldly persuits to profess one-
self as a doctor. Why. . ... why. . ... why haven’t
-you iried to enter into government service?”” While
Kao was saying this, he ran his finger deep inlo the
few copies of books, and kept on praising and sigh-
ing. “You heaped to much high sounding words on
me my dear sir, and I certainly do not deserve your
praise at all,”> commenced Lao-ts‘an, “I, as a common
mortal, am not without my aspirations® to become a
government oificial. But being too care-free and
carcless by mature, and unable to keep up with the

1, seals %t 2. musty IBI5AY. 8. aspirations M, .
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fashion of the time, I count myself unqualified to
climb the heighis of officialdom. My timidness in
this direction, shall T say, is to save myself from s
dangerous, or even a fatal fall. Have you pnot come
scross 3 proverb which says: “The higher you climb,
the heavier you fall?*

“YLast night we dined with the governor,” Kao
neglected Lao-ts‘an’s murmuring intentionally, “his
honour expressed a feeling of satisfaction towaras the
fact that of all the able men known in this place, all
have been secured into our service. But certain Mr.
Chu said: “There is one talent whom you have not
secured yet.” This referred to you. Chu continued
to commend you to the govornor saying what a man
you are, and what a vast extent of knowledge and
experience you have had, and so forth and so onm,
until the governor’s face was hot and reddened with
shame and anxiely for not securing you. He at once
told me to send a memorandum? to you. ‘But, sir,”
said I, this is mot proper,? for Dr. Tiel is neither an
official on the walting list for appointment mnor has
he offered his services by showing his degrees and
qualifications. So it is impossible to address him in
a memorandum,” “Well,” replied the governor, if this
is the case, then write him an formal letter with a
proposal to engage him as a secretary.” ‘Did you
wish {o invite him for medical aids, answered I, ‘it

1. to keep up with B8 . 2. memorandum 3¢k, @ik 3.
proper ¥, A5k
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would be easy to bave him with a letter, but as you
want to engage him as a secretary, I doubt whether
he is ready to obey your order without previous
consultation.” ‘Go ye then,” said his honour, ‘Go to
him and spy?! which way is be likely to tend, and, if
possible, accompany bim to visit me.” And here I
am, dear doctor, frank enough to disclose everything
to you. OCan you go with me fo interview the
governor?”’

“I don’t mind that,” answered Lao-is‘an, “butb
can I see him in my informal civilian gown?? For
T am unaccustomed to the official apparel® with the
uncomfortable hat and belt.” “Sure, sure,” said
Kao, “the governer will be delighted to meet you in
ordinary dress. Let’s start in a minute. But you
may wait for him in my reading recom, and his
honour will meet us there in the afterncon.” This
agreed to another sedan chair was hired, and Lao-
ts‘an, in the most ordimary of ordinary dress, was
escorted to the governor’s residence. -

As the governor’s residence was the palace of
Prince Chi in the Ming Dynasty, royal designations*
still remained for many parts of the mansion. So
when they had passed the first two gates and come to
the third one they are said to have arrived at the
entrance of the inner palace. On one side of it was
the office of Kao, and on the opposite side was a room

1. spy 47¥8. 2. civilian gown {ifi. 3. apparel K|R. 6. desi_
gnations 4%, ok,
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for the governor ¥o sign his signature. Having rest-
ied for a while in Kao’s office, they saw the governor
gppearing from within. Kao hurried ¥¢ him and
whispered some words into his ears. His Excellency
-was of a very tall, dignified, and strong build, yet his
face looked benevolent and temnder. ¢Oh, oh,” said
the governor, “invite him to come here, invite him
t0 come here!” “The governor invites Dr. Tieh.?
Echoed a servant aloud.

In the twinkling of an eye, Lao-ts‘an was sland-
ing before the governor. “You have come under our
admiration for a long time.”” Spoke His Excellency,
-and, bending his waist and signifying with a
stretched arm, he continued, “Pleass come in and
have a chat.”

Entering the spacious parlour and honouring the
governor with a low bow, Lao-ts‘an sat on the rose
wood couch side by side with Kao. *I have heard,
Mr. Pu Ts‘an,” began the govermor, “that you
excel the average scholar in learning“and political
economy.! His Majesty has bestowed upon me the
honour to take care of this province with its pro-
blems of river conservancy.? My shortcomings and
limitations in knowledge has necessitated my gather-
ing all unusual talents and assembling all opinions
and ideas as to how the dificult task might be most
effectively overcome.? I should indeed be grateful if

2. political economy H#hIEHM. 2. conservemey {RIE. 3.
~overcome B, BLR.

— 88 —~—



» R EREAERE e » SRERME - mpiing f:i

§°§ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’iﬂﬁhﬁ%ﬁﬁ%7%noR%{E

BREEERAEEREE S o iR © [ ARS

o § AFE—h- BE—M> 38 [EEERL - | 25
BREEITHE o

ZEBETEM » MR T B o EREEAAL k
BT o MESEERE o BT — B FHARIER U
M ERET » EHME: [ IR s &
7R o LB UARZE - WBMRGEEHIAE » MET
BROEBRRET  AEEHEETL - FIEHE iU

REBZFHGET » BILHEHF R 2L - A6EEE -

—_— 89 —



yon would give me some advice on the subject”
“Tvery mouth in this province is a living song o
your administration,” answered Lao-ts‘an. “As to-
the flood relief work, however, all that I have heard
of is, that your counsellors are one and all,! advocat-
ing the adoption of the three plans of Chia-jang and
recommend not o contend tlhe shore lines snd acreage
with the river itself.” .

“Indeed,” responded the governor, “the River is
g0 much wide at the provine of Honan and so much
narrew here.”?

“That isn’t the poinis,” answered Lao-ts‘an.
“Narrowness is no trouble except for the dogdays? in
the summer when it floods. As to the rest of the
year the trouble lies in the weakness of current with
the consequent sedimenting and silting of the river
bed. Chia-jang is a scholar indeed who wrote beauti-
ful compositions, but as regards water works, he had
little or mo practical experience at all. A hundred
years later, Wang-ching, a genius in ficod relief was
born. Tt was he who used the method handed down
‘directly by the Great Yi, a method diametrically®
opposed to that of Chia-jang’s. Instead of let the
River claim whatever land and shore line, it takes a
‘suppression® policy, as the Bock of Cannens reads
“Yii suppresses floods.” As a result of his efforts, the
‘River Problem® had ceased for a thousand years after

1. one and all —Ff4. 2. dogdays A5, 2. 8. diametric~
ally opposcd EH#IR.

— 80 —



BEEBRENER o IF BRI » RS-+
MRBHZT o )2 [ BB BARER I
BRABINET - REML—H » BEEEEEREARHE
MR ARG 2§

HIRE  TJRRIE o 167 » WHKTE S » By
AHEER o |

SRR [RRMER » WEE » HFF » RERR
FHR  HRRAIEE » kI - DS o BaEE
RITIR » B BIERRITT o Hilzig » FE—
S 0 WH I ERRAT o WRTOET HREAT—IR

Faeay » Yz [k | 6y [0 5 » SRR

R o BIERZHE » —FHERTE - PGS -

—_ 9] —



him. Even Pan Kyi Shun of the Ming Dynasty
and Chin Wen Hsiang of the present Ching Dymnassty
patterned alter him and reaped? great fame for if, &
fact that cannot be unknown {o your excellency.”
“And what are the plans and methods of Wang
Ching?” “Wang’s methed,” answered Lao-is‘an,
“consisted in ‘spreading® and ‘gathering® fthe water,
a method he intuited? from reading the Great Yu’s
Records that reads in one passage: ‘He spreads the
River (the Yellow River) into the Nine Rivers, and
gathered them again into the Ni.> But even the
History of Bastern Han gives no more information
on Wang Ching’s method except that ‘he built sluices?
at the interval of every ten 1i to regulate the flow and
the emptying of the walers one into another.” As‘to
the details amd particulars of his method, I cannot
reveal io you at a brief interview. I shall be glad
however to subrhit them to your excellency in g
memorandum if time allowing.

Having heard this unusual theory, His Hxcel-
leney felt great satisfaction and joy. ¢‘Please order
the servant to clean up threoe studies alongside the
southern corridor,” said the govermor 1o Kao, “‘so
that we may have the pleasure to accommodate Dr.
Tieh, and to receive enlightenment from him when-
ever convenient.” “Your Excellency’s love and
refinement* fill my heart with great gratitute,”

1. reaped 542, 2. intunited r4t. 3. simices &FJ. 4. refine-
ment FEE.
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replied Lao-ts‘an, “but as T have already decided to,
visit & relative of mine in Tsao Chow prefecture, and
to see for myself the administrative work which had
be¢n so surcessfully earried cut there by Prefeet Y
Tso-chén. I sincerely hope that I may have the
pleasure to receive your insitructions some other
time.” TLao-ts‘an took his leave coolly, and the
governor was a little disappoinied.l

1. disappointed Z3g.
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CHAPTER IV
AN HONEST OFFICIAL

Coming out of the Governor’s residence, Lao-is‘ar
beaved a big sigh of relief and felt himself at ran-
dom!. To make it more so, he dismissed the sedan
chair, strolled in the street for a while and loitered in
an old curiosity shop as many 2 gentleman did in
those days. An old curiosity shop always works
wonder on you. It either gives you a relaxation of
mind or recalls you to the past. In it you will
marvel at the longivity? of life and the mystery that
is past and gone.

He was perplexed?® at being congratulated by the
manager of the hofel when he returned at dusk. “T
have paid a visit to you, bringing® with him an
invitation from the govcrnor. What a lucky man
you are, Dr. Tieh. There are two guests in this hotel
who have tried every means to obtain an interview
with the governor, but without success. Even the
official introductions they bhave with them proved of
no availt. But you, my dear doctor, His Excellency
sent his private secretary fo invite you. What a
glory, and how easy it would be for you to get an

1. at random #%H MY, FifH. 2. longivity 4. 3. perplexed
TP 4. of no avail #4753,
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appointment!” “Vou talk nonsense, my dear friend,”
replied Lao-ts‘an, “Why should you believe all the
rumours? The governor invites me? Nothing of the
gort. Shall T tell you the truth, my dear friend?
Here it goes: I had cured the disease of a member of
the Kao’s family, so naturally when I begged him to
take me for a sight of the Pearl Fountain in the
governor’s residence, he consented; and as he was not
busy to-day, he eame to accompany me. Thisis the
true story.”; “Don’t cheat me, Doc,” responded the
other, “A servant of the Kao’s family told me that
His Excellency did order Mr. Kao to send for you.”
“T tell you not to believe the gossipt,’” answered Lao-
is‘an. ““They are nothing but liars!*’ “Don’t worry,”
resounded the manager, “I have no iniention to
borrow money from you.”

And all of a sudden, bustling sounds of agitation
and excitment was heard around the hotel doer.
“Where is the manager,” exclaimed a _man who was
attired in official dress, wearing an official hat with
blue button and peacock feathers, a purple long gown
and a blue jacket, and a pair of boots decorated with
tiger heads. He had a lantern in one hand, and a
double red official card in the other. ¢Tell me where
the manager is,” demanded the messenger. The
manager hurried out to greet him and said: “Here I
am, here I am, what can I do for you?”” “Is there a
coctor living in your hofel by the name af Lao-

L. possip 8%, &2k,
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tsan?’  “Yes, yes,” responded the manager, “he
stays in the east wing. Please follow me.”

The messenger was escorted! inte Lao-tsfan’s.
room. ‘“This is Dr. Tieh,” said ihe manager who
kept pointing at Lao-ts‘an, stupidly. The messsnger
moved a step forward, jossed? deeply and handed Lao-
ts‘an the roll of invitation card. ““His Excellency
extends-his compliments,” he began, “and expresses
-his regret that owing to invitation by the commiss-
:doner of education, he could mot dine with you to-
-night. Hence His Excellency begged you to accept
some of these poor dishes which are prepared: by his
‘humble cook.” Then turning his head, he beckoned
to the coolie who carried a triple drawers and ordered:
“Bring them here.” Uncovering the case, sumptuous
and rare food was revealed; the top drawer contained
minor dishes, the second, the major dishes such as.
bird’s nests gnd shark’s fins®, and the bottom drawer
a roasted pig and a boiled duck together with two
small dishes reserved for refreshmeni. After the
messenger had inspected the contents, he shouted
again and said: “Where is the manager?? “Here T
am, and what do you want,”® again answered the
manager. ““There is nothing I do want,*” replied the
-messenger, ‘“except that you take these to the cook.””

“I indeed don’t deserve such compliments from
the governor,” began Lao-ts‘an as he invited the
messenger to take a seat. This courtesy made the

3. escorted 4. 2. jossed fEiR. 3. shark’s fins 3.
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latter hesitate a long time and after such ceremeony,
he erouchsad in a low bench. But Lao-is‘an insisted
that he should take the . guest seat. It was firmly
refused. He suddenly vose up in a most mechanicall
manner as tea was offered, jossed deeply and said
thanks. “His Excellency has ordered that the
southern wing in, the palace should be cleaned so that
‘he might accommodate? Dr. Tieh tomorrow,” broke
out the messenger regpectfully, and conlinued: ““And
whenever you need any service, please notice us, the
military guards, and we will always be ready at your
service.”

“I indeed don’t deserve if,” replied Lao-is‘an,.
“Y indeed don’t deserve such honour.” I humbly
beg to take leave,”” the man again broke out mechan-
ically. He jossed and stood up, and “please give me
your return card,” again mechanically.

And after ordering the waiter fo tip® the dish
carrier Lao-ts‘an, wrote a card of acknowledgment,
begged the messenger farewell, and waited at the gate
till the man and his horse passed out of sight.

“Are you still going to cheat me?” said the
manager smilingly as Lao-ts‘an re-entered the hotel.
“Don’t tell me again that these dishes are not His
Excellency’s compliments. You know who the
messenger is? He is the chief of the guards and
adjutant general. I may as well tell you that the

—————e et

1. mechanical #33R19. 2. accommodate $k57, F1g. 3. tip &
W, BHA.
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governor often sends sumptuous dishes to our guests,
but, no, my dear sir, he never ordered such a big shott
t0 send them, and never have I seen dishes of such
excellent quality!”

“Now, now,” argued Lac-is* an, “I don’* mind
whether the dishes are good or bad, the-main guestion
is how to dispose of? them.” “Give them away to
some of your intimate friends is one way,” suggested
the manager. “Send out invitation to them and feast
them in the Bright Lake Garden tomorrow is another.
Ah, dishes given by His Excellency! They are
certainly hundred times more precious than these you
buy with real money.”

“More precious than those bought with real
money?” replied Lao-ts‘an. “In that case I will sell
it 1o pay my hotel expenses.”

“Uh, uh, don’ be silly,” said the manager.
““Your hotel expenses? I have plenty of security for
that. Some one will take care for that. Believe
what I say? No? You wait and see®

But neither did Lao-ts‘an distribute the dishes to
his intimate friends, nor was he willing o take the
trouble to send out invitation cards. He chose fo
give a feast in the easiest way, that is, by inviting
the inmates in the hotel the very night. Huge tables
were moved into the bigger room occupied by Lee and
Chang, and every guest of the hotel was invited.
Lee and Chang used to be very proud. But seeing

i. big chot ZWEAYs. 2. to disp:se of KT, %H.
— 104 —



BRI > EERAERET o REHESE . HEBLE
—EE ] )
EE ¢ [ TSRS » FHEDH > BRBET > R
RESRERNEIE? PR [ R RREEs
W% » BEAGRE— BT > HEENES BB

KBAW LB o PRI & T RASR SRS | )

EEXE : [ ZRLESTHEOEEER » IEAE
B RAEENERSTH - ICRROEREER o ]

EEASE ¢ [V RERMREE » AT HAA
AR IRBAEE o IREAE - BRINMEE » BELE © )

HIEH : [EWMEEYE s RESEESZE - KIE »
@Jmﬂ%i’f’"ii‘% RACRE o AR R | Bt ! ]
TGET &% - (7 REEWE - SUIBEARIEMEREE

LB WIMES o 38 kBN » —JBEE » —E - A2

— 105 —



Lao-ts‘an so highly esteemed! by the governor, and
that they might take this opporfunily to get infto
closer acquaintance with Lao-ts‘an, to use him as a
tool for obtaining an interview with the governor,
they turned fo flattering. So seated in the honour
geats they praised Lao-ts‘an with so much high
sounding words that displeased the latter greatly.
But what could he do except receiving their kindness
with reluclancy and under false pretence? It was
relief that the feast soon came to an end, all guests
departed—do not render too much kindness to your
fellowmen, for agreeable things will turn out to be
disagreeable. Lao-is‘an gets this after unexpected,
or shall we say, untimely reception.

But this was not alll For soon after the feast was
over, Lee and Chang came {o pay their respect. And
firing one heap of coaxing words after another, Mr.
Lee began to make a most disagreeable suggestion:
“My good sir,” twittered® he, “By offering contribu-
tions of money to the government you can easily buy
an official degree this yeaT and pass as a candidate for
prefect, and when the regular promotion come in the
spring, you can buy again and pass again, and after
regular interview next autumn, you can be appointed
the Taotal of Tsi-tung or Tai-wu®® “Mz. Lee is the
richegt man in Tientsin,”® horned Mr. Chang, “and if
you should be glad to make him an officer, a supporter

1. highly esteemed #pe&Ze. 2. pretense @45, 3. twitiered
(frtmh g,
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of yours, in a sense, he shall be only too happy to
lend you the money which wiil be instrumental in
decorating yourself with an official degree, The
result would be, as you can see, that you would be
promoted quickly to a fat post! and you can pay him
back sumptuously.” It is a luck fo receive so much
kind advice from you,” replied Lao-ts‘an, “but just
now, I have no intention to become an official. How-
ever, should I be wise enough to change my mind, I
shall notice you most respectfully, and accept your.
offer with gratitude.”” Before they retired to their
room, Lee and Chang made continued efforts to
persuade Lao-is‘an 1o {ake up the course they
suggested.

“A preconceived plan,”” bumping in the heart of
Lao-tsan “trying to coax me into volupiuousness?.”
I intended to loaf here for a few more days, buil
judging from the situation, a lot of entanglement?
will be pressing harder and closer. There is no way
out except hiding oneself—FEsecape! estape! Having
decided upon the course to take and written a letter
to thank the govermor, early next morning he paid
his lodging expenses, hired s coach, and left without
ceremony.

After a irip of four-days Lao-ts‘an arrived ab
Tong Kya country and put up at an inn. There was
3 highway leading from Tong Kya to Tsao Chow. So

1. a fat post —f s, 2. voluptumousness %¥8. 3. eniangle-~
wment §FRB,
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‘being a gateway to the latter dity, there were here in
-this country a number of comfortable inns and coach
stations, established solely for the benefit of travellerz.
The proprietor of the inn where Lao-ts‘an lodged was
an old man of over sixty, with but a single apprentice?
to help him in business. Here he intended 1o stay
for a few days in order to learn more of the admini-
stration of the official of whom he had heard so
much.

By ten o’clock the next mrorning, the guesits in
‘the inn had all got up and left the houss. Ag the
apprentice was sweeping the floor, and the old man
had finished his accounts and sat by the door, Lao-
ts‘an crouched beside him and Inguired: I have
heard that your high officer Yii is a living dynamite,
one who made himself famous in solying robbery
cases. Can I get any information or true story from
you?” “Prefect Yi is indeed 2n honest and clean
officer,”” replied the oid man with a sigh. “In solving
robbery cases he is indeed skillful, but; shall T say he
is a little harsh? At the beginning of his administra-
tion, many a notorious robber was arrested, but after
the robbers got to know his temper they used him ag
a tool for revenge2> “Used him as a tool for
revenge?’ wispered Lao-ts‘an, “it seems rather hard
to understand.”> “It is a long, long story,” related
the old men, “which will make your blood run ecold
and your breath fire hot—Beyond the southern gate

1. apprentice &4, 2. 2 {ool for revenge MMALIYT .
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of this ¢ity there was a peaceful town and among the
two or three hundred inhabitants there was a rich
man called Yu Chao-tung who had twoe sons and
a daughter. His sons were happily married and bore
the old man two gramdchiidren. There they lived
happily in ignorance of the impending! calamity
that was to rock the family last autumn. One day
they were robbed of a few thousand coins together
with many pieces of clothings. They reported the loss
to Prefect Yii at once, then the later began to carry
out an extensive investigation and arrested +wo
accomplices? of robbers, and butchered them for
failing to return their loots. But the chief of the
bandits escaped and could mnot be found. Thus
bearing an animosity® against the peaceful family,
the robbers thought constantly for revenge. Im the
spring of this year, they plundered another house
inside the city. Officer Yii tried his best to solve the
case in vain, and a few days later, they again held
up another family at night and set fire to it. Could
officer Y1 tolerate these? No, sir, he could no longer
stand it. A group of horsemen was ordered {o search
for the bandits. After the pillage* the bandits
slarted off for the city gate. Seeing that they had
torches and rifles in their hands, who among the
peaceful citizens dared to stop them? Well, so here
it goes, they rushed out of the east gate and pushed

1. impending %, A, 2. accomplices M, WRHK. 8.
animosity {{i. 4. pillage iy,
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fifieen 1i toward the south. "As the horsemen were
gathering and waiting for instruction in the street
square, a watchman and a constable came to report
the trail of the robbers to Prefect Yii. The horsemen
released their reins and darted out of the city and saw
the torch light of the robbers at a distancet. Using
this as their aim they pursued for twenty or thirty 1i.
The toreh light then sudden disappeared, and no trail
of the bandits could be found. Officer Yi was
enraged, but depending on his bravery and the iwenty
or thirty horsemen who had rifles they galloped
forward.

“Just before daybreak, the robbers was mnear at
hand, they arrived at the Yii town. But afler passing
through this place, no trace of the bandits could be
found. The firing had ceased and torch lights gone
out of sight.2 Thus Officer Ya ssid to himself: ‘It
is useless to hunt further, the bandits must be hiding
somewhere in this town.? _

“They reined in the horses, re-entered the town
and halted at the front of Temple of Kwan Ti. Order
was given to eight horsemen to look after the gates
and not a single person was allowed to escape. Officer
Yi then alighted® and waked up the constables
personally. Bringing several horsemen with him, he
searched every house from north to south, and finding
1no trace -of the rabberg, he seached from east to west.

1. at a distance gAs.” 2. out of sight ZTFA. 3. alighted
TE.
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Tt was most unusual that when he reached the Yir's
family, he came across three or four native rifles, s
bunch of swords, and a few bamboo sticks. “The
robber’ must be hiding in this house,” assured he
sngrily as he sat exasperated! in the drawing roem.
‘Who is the rascal living in this house?’ inquired he.
‘This is the humble lodge of the Yi'’s family, sir,*
replied the contables. “The old man Yii Chae-tung is
the head of this family. He had two sons, sir, the
elder Yii Hsueh-shih and the younger Y Hsuech-li,
both fellows of the academy by their contributions of
money.’

At once Officer Yii ordered the father and sons
to be brought before him. You can easily imagine
the frepidation? of a country gentleman in such a
situation. Father and sons entered the hall and
knelt before the official quiveringly?, too overwhelmed
with fear to utter even a single word. “You fearless
rascal,” roared Prefect Yii, ‘where are you concealing
the robbers?> The old man kept on shaking and felt
tongue-tied. ‘We are good eitizens, sir,” broke out the
younger Yi, who had received several years of
schooling in the city and had been trained to be
bolder. ‘We have no connection whatsoever with the
robbers, sir,” he conlinued ‘and how dare we conceal
the bandits!® ‘If you had nothing fo do with the
bandits,’ said the Prefect, “Where did you get these

1. exasperated %, 2. trepidation ¥h:, ZfR. 3. qiiver-
ingly #mny.
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rifles?> ‘We wére robbed last year,” answered - the-
younger Yi. . ‘You well know that bandit offen:
frequent this ‘country, so we bought two or three-
huuting guns.and tell the watchmen to fire several
shots in order %o scare them away.’ ‘You liar,’ again
roaved the officer. ‘Is the family of a respectful-
citizen entitled to keep fire arms? You, you must be
the robbers! Hére, shouted he to the horsemen, Go-
and search over the house, and order some men to-
guard the doors.” >’

Thus the horsemen ransacked all over the house;.
emptying all chests and putiing into their pockets.
all that were valuable and handy. to bring along with.
In the store house that contained farming imple-
ments? a parcel was found in which wefe seven or-
eight suits of old clothes.

“ ‘These do not look like clothings of their own,.
sir,’ reported a horseman who threw the parcel before
the foot of the Prefect, “we found them in a room in
the northwestern part of the premisest, sir, and beg-
your honour o examine it.* 3

Seeing this the honourable Yii knitted his eye--
brows, “If T am not mistaken I have a faint idea that-
these clothings belong to the family robbed a few days
ago. Bring them to my court first and let me check
them up according to the lost report.”” And pointing-
at the clothing he said to the father and sons:-

1. scare them away %sE{af{l. 2. farming implements gL,
8. premises B, 4.
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“Where did these suils edme from%”® These three
pitiable creatuves looked at each other in wutter
amazement wondering where from could the parcel of
clothing get into their store house. “We really don’t
know where the clothing came from,”” began the
vounger Yii. “Siop’, roared the Prefect, who stood
up in & majestic manner, ordered the constable and
twalve horsemen to drag the father and sons to heav
sentence in the city, while bi started off with the
rest of the horsemen.

Meanwlile every member of the Yii’s family was
crying bitterly. ¢Chasing after you for one whole
night! Ah, now we get you ai lach,”® roared the
twelve horsemen one after another. “Prepare refresh-
ents to appease our stomachs and start off as soont a3
we finish our repast. You ought fo beware of! the
prafect’s temper, the longer you delay the harder the
punishment.”® The constable reinforced? the words
to the cook of the family. Several carriages were
0 n hired. They started off and réached the city
sabout ten o’clock that night.

The wife of the yoinger Yii who being s daughter
of a certain Wu in the city conceived the idea that as
her husband, father and the brother-in<law weré
arrested by the prefect, there would be very litile
hope of releasé. For this reason, she discussed the
matter with her aunt and said: “I think I ought to
hurry to the ¢ity and utged my fathéz to say a few

1. to beware of s, #205. 2. reinforce jmEE, IFIA.
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words before the prefect on their behalf. You stay
behind to look after the household affairs, while I go-
and look after them.” “This is a good idea,” res-
ponded ker aunt, “I am just thinking of sending
several valets to take eare of them, but our valets are-
simple farmers, and will be quite useless in the
city.”

The wife of the younger Yii soon hired an express.
earriage and depsarted for the city. She reached there
before the father and sons, and cried bitterly? as she
saw her own father. Having heard the news from
her, her father began to shiver and said: ¢This is
indeed a very lamentable? case, but I will try my best
to interview the prefect.”” He dressed up and hurried
to the latier’s residence, but the gate keeper refused
to let him in and said: “The order, sir, the Prefect
is engaged in solving a robbery ease, and no one is
allowed to see him.” He rushed to see the secretary
of the eriminal department, and told the latter that
the fatheér and soms were absolutely? innoeent. “If
this case were in he hands of others,” advised the
latter, “‘the father and sons would eertainly be
released, but in the hand of the Prefect, I am afraid.

Well, I don’t think he judges a case according
to law, sir, but should bhe hand over the case to
me, 1 assuae you that they will be saved. I am
afraid. . . .”

1. bitterly ¥y, #:¥%8y. 2. lameatable . 8. absolu-~
tely @209,

— 122 —



BALEEREREEERETE - BB | ik
BFH: TEF 75 REASHEREZ A AKE 8
BRI T AR E AR TR « MRk » DUSMRE - AR
BI— BAAREG T ]

WA - RSB - BT —RERE  HER
% o B TRRHEH - BEAR o ENELE—ELX
AR FEEE BT B R o BK—FARE » —iE
RRATRER TR o RBRBNA—E » HHBH »
FETE « [I0%E6 [EME » 1 BRTHRAKNTR
T 1 RERESHER | ] SERTRE SREMR
Boo Bt EREE - 0 [ AT » BEERTER » 48
BWEBEA > —JERR o } REARZFEMNASRRAH
5 SRR ETHR - LEEREERT—E o W
5 [ERENATE BREE ; BENRRNICRR
PR o MERKEIN B B » BRES  BHER
T » HRRET o |

— 198 —



Mr. Wu jossed continuously, and bagged of the
chief to do him a little favour repeatedly. He then
hurried to the eastern gate and waited for the drTival
of the father and sons.
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CHAPTER V

HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

“As citizen Wu set forth to see the Prefect,”
eontinued the proprietor, “his daughter, the wife of
the younger Yu followed him fo the Yamen, and
waited in 2 dispensary? near by. News came that the
interview was refuser, and that her fathes had gone
1o see the secretary. XKnowing that the matter had
turned for the worse®, she at once asked for the help
of a police sergeant, and revealed the grevious
situation in great detailt.

“The police sergeant was a master detective by
the name of Chen Jen-mei. After the sad story he
shook his head and said: ‘Your misfortune is caused
by a trap of animoesity carefully set by the rebbers.
You have watchmen and bodyguards in your family,
by what right did they negleet their duties and let
the robbers conceal loots in your house at will?> ‘No
matter how the situation may have developed,?
pleaded Mrs. Yii, releasing a bracelet from her hand,
and passing it to the sergeant, T beg you to help us.
To save the lives 6f our beloved, we will not hesitate
to spend any amount of money. TFor their sake we’ll

1, Yamen #5P4. 2. dispensary 85}5. 8. turned for the worse
BREIT. 4. detail PB4,
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be willing to sell ou} our property and become beggers
if necessary.’ ‘I shall ¥y my best to help them,”
answered the deteciive. ‘In case T should be sucess-
gul, there is no need to be overjoyed; but if I fail,
there ig also no reason for complaint.t The Prefect
is waiting for them now, I shall at once proceed to do
whatever is good for the cage.’

“Sergeant Chen rushed back to his quarters.
Throwing the bracelet or the table, he said to his
colleagues: ‘Pellow workers and brothers, all of you
know that the Yii’s case is an injustice. So please
lend me your helping hand and brain. To save their
lives is not only a benevolent act, but also an addition
to your exfra income; for I shall gladly give this
bracelet to the one whe is able to find the best
scheme.” ‘There is no definite way to save them,*
responded his colleagues in one aceord,? ‘but we shall
all take care of the matier as chance offers itself.”

““Meantime the Yiis had reached the court,
Prefect Yii ordered to lock them up in the death cage,
and they were mercilessly dragged ott of the court.
Suddenly one of the official servants knelt down on
one knee and said: ‘Report to your honour, sire, there
is no vacant cage to-day.” ¢You liar,” shouted the
enraged prefect. ‘I remember we baven’t sentenced
any criminals to the cage these few days, why say ne
vacancy3?? ‘There are only twelve cages,’ answered

1. comblaint £F42. 2. in one accord B [FR. 8. vacancy 2
£,
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the man, ‘and are all filled up; will your honour
kindly look up the record book?® ‘One, two, three, I
gentenced three yesterday,’ the prefect ran his finger
down the record book, ‘and five the day before yester-
-day, and four the previous day. Ah, indeed there is
;no vacancy.” ‘Shall I put them into prison tempo-
rarily, sire?” suggested the man instantly. “When
some of the criminals passed out, we shall have rooms
for them.” Prefect Yi pondered for a moment and
uttered, ‘I hate this unncessary interruption.! To
imprison them for a day means to prolong the rascals’
lives for twenty-four hours. Ne! I certainly would
not do that. Release the four I sentenced the previous
day, and drag them here *> No sooner. did he give this
order than four dying men were laid before him. He
stepped down from the platform, touched their noses
slightly and said, “There is still a soft breath, give
each of them two thousands lashes and see if the soft
breath wauld linger.” Only a few lashes were suffici-
ent to end these poor creatures, and the sergent’s
colleagues were at a loss? as to what to do. The only
way left was to obey orders, and put the Yiis into the
death cage.

“Mrs. Yii was indeed a wise and tender lady.
‘She came to the death cage every day; bringing with
her ginseng soup® to strengbhen the poor fellows’
resistance. She cried and asked for help, but no one

e ———————

1. intercuption HiE%. 2. at a loss 4%k 3. ginseng soup A3
i
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was able to toueh the heart! of Prefect Yii. Father
died after he had stood in the death caze for threes.
days, and on the fourth day the elder Yi was slowly-
passing away.

““After she had inhearsed father Yu, Mrs. Yit
Yii attired herself in a mourning shroud, told her own
father to look after the burial of the Yas. She went
to the Yamen and cried bitterly in front of her
husband’s cage. I shall go to fix up bed for you in
the other world while you follow me slowly,” she.
murmured. She drew & knife from her sleeve and
applied it to her throat.

“Knowing that Mrs. Yi had committed suicide
on her husband’s befalf, Sergeant Chen suggested to.
his colleagues and said, ‘the virtue of Mrs. Yu is
worth a monument? Bulb instead of asking the
government to confer her this honour, we shall ask
them 1o release her hushand whe may not die if rescue
be made in time.” ¢If sounds reasonable,’ replied the
others, and thus Sergeant Chen went to see the officer
in charge of monument and imparted® to him the
chaste and heroic act of Mrs. Yii in particular. “The
common opinion of the people,’ said the sergeant, ‘ig
now agreed on one point, that this virtuous woman,
who gave her life to her husband should be rewarded
and pitied for. May I suggest to release her husband
80 as to sooth? her lonely soul?’ ‘It sounds reasonable,>

1. to touch the heart J7Eiitis. 2. monument B 3. ima
parted 4. 4. sooth REs.
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replied the officer, I shall lay this question to the
prefect immediately.? Thus saying he snatched a
hat swiftly and rushed to the office of the prefect and
related how virtuous the woman wss snd why the
commeon people had asked for merey.

“‘So you have grown soft and tender-hearted,
eh?’ began the prefect, with a laugh cold as stone.
‘No matter the case is just or unjust, my heart will
not be at ease until T have put them to death. There
is my future reputation to be considered, and there is
a proverb which says, ‘One mustn’$t cut a bush of
grass alone, one must uproot it!” the woman had heen
insisting that I was unjust in uprooting all members.
of her family. Detestable woman! I would have her
slashed. Notify the people that whosoever dared to
trouble me with the Yii’s cage again shall be regarded
as having received bribe from the family and be
sentenced to the death cage.’

“The officer broke the news to Sergeant Chen and’
his colleagues, and all of them heaved a deep sigh as
they went away.

“Meantime Mr. Wu had prapared coffin ta
inhearse? the Yiis’ corpses. That night the brothers
died. Their coffing were still laid in a temple and I
saw them with my own eyes when I went to the city
this spring.”

“IIow about the Yii’s family?”’ inquired Lao-
is‘an “Didn’t they think of revenge at all?”® “What

1. teader-hearted %k, 2. inhearse 5.
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else can the common people do when they are wrongly
accused by an officer? The son-in-law of father Y
was @ bachelor of arts who ence intended to sue the
prefect in a higher court. But when he came to the
-eity, old and experienced men advised him not to take
the risky? course. . . . If heshould hire some one to
file the suit, that person would be punished for libel2.
If he should tell the wife of the older Yi to make the
charge, and if anything happens wrong, she would be
-arrested and sentenced fo the cage, and who would
take care of her children who were the only Yi’s
heritage in this wide world. All kinsmen would
grasp the property and the children would be left to
“God’s merey.

“QOthers said to the son-in-law. ‘Why don’t you
file the suit yourself, as Madame Yii is unfit to do it9?
Upon this be answered: ‘I might do if, but it seems
2 hopeless case and perhaps I myself might add te
the list of grevious ghosts who died in the death cage.
Supposing that I file the suit, provincial governor
will establish a temporary court in Ts‘ao Chow and
gend a few judges to investigate the case; and, as you
all know, government officials protect the right and
reputation of their fellow officers, they would dig out
the lost and found record again. And if they ask
whether T had seen the robbers who maliciously
placed the booty? in the Yi’s premises, I could nof
give any testimony to eatablish myself, and of course

S —————————
1. risky By, 2. libel BaF 3. booty [R#y.
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would be at a lost as to how to answer. They are
sfficials while T am a common man; they have records
for proof while I bave none, so just imagine the
parrow chance I can have in winning the appeal.’
The advisers pondered over his staiements and
nothing could be done except giving up the case
altogether.

“It was known soon afterwards that having heard
the cruel ending of the case, the robhers admitted
they had gone too farl; ‘We bore a grudge upon? the
Yi’s family for making report to the prefect that had
resulted in rounding up two of our brothers. So we
have resorted to the method of ‘using other’s knife-
to kill a person’ and intended only to create a little
trouble between the Yii’s family and the government

. making them spend a few thousand taels for the
matter. But we never thought that the case would
take such an aweful turn and cost the lives of four
persons. We bear no deep grudge upon the Yi's
family and we have no intention o ruin them so.’
And just pause and think, my dear sir, isn’t this
what I call the instrument of the robbers?” “But
who heard the words of the robbers?’” inquired Lao-
ts‘an. ““Sergeant Chen heard it,”” answered the
proprietor, “for having witnessed the awful calamity
that had befallen the Yi’s family, and for baving
received a bracelet from Mrs. Yii, the sergeant and
his colleagnes determined to round up the robbers,

1. had gone t o far -kBHT. 2. bore a grudge upon 4L,
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und to clear up the case. They asked the assistance
of a group of profeesional boxers who also bear a
grudge upon the robbers. So in less than a month,
five or six bandits were caught. Three or four of them
were involved in. other casés foo. 'These the prefect
sentenced to the death cage, but the rest . . . those
who were only concernmed with ithe Yi’s case were
released. I delest the ruthless! prefect,” exclaim
Lao-ts‘an. “He shall be damned! But how about the
other cases he handled beside that of Y#’s” “There
are still much to talk about,’” said the proprietor,
“and I shall proceed very slowly. Right here in this
county thbere is also a case of injustice, but it only
-cost the life of one. . . .»’

Just as the proprietor was beginning bis assist-
ent’s voice was heard calling: ‘“Hallo, Boss.2 I am
afraid you have let loose your speech bag. What is
the matier with you? All the cusfomers are waiting
for the noodles?!” The proprietor rose and want inside
to prepare rice and noodles for the guests. A% short
intervals three of four carts came, filled with guesis.
to rest at the inn. The proprietor offered a hearty
welecome to them all, and was too busy to devote
himself to chatting. When the guests had finished
‘their meal, the proprietor was again busy in checking
up the accounts.

Thus Laoc-ts‘an was left alone. So he decided to-
take a walk in the street. Having gone thirly or forty

1. ruthless #2749, 2. boss Ef. 3. noodles #fk.
— 14¢ —



B—F » FRETENSBEA o FSRBEEEENGERE
%’ﬁERT;EﬁE@§Rmi%%ME~£%s@g.
AABLT o JBEEHR : [ FESHEEEEAEA /TR

M TE—%RH » DI R TR ? | 28T
F 5302 ; SRBBOTHEIREIE o NS WAL - 504
—% BREH | FREEAGHTERT | REE
Fo )

A TR  SSLBHESRE ¢ [ 248 - 6
BEET ? RRSHRIESHELYE | B0 masRT
OS> BERSET | ) S3aess » ShOHE » AR RS
i o BT BE/E » WA S BRETABNE
T o R ABTT » TIGATINGE o BT » EBT
i » RIS MIMLS » FRPLEE » BIBAD o

ZIEE > FRFEHEE o HPREET =+F .

— 141 —



paces, he went info a small grocery store to buy two
packs of “orchid’® tobaceo for his water pipe. He
pat at the counfer and took a good lock at the
proprietor—a man about fifty years of age.

“May I ask pour name, Mister?’’ Lao-ts‘an began,

“Surname Huangz, native here, may I ask yours,
sir?%* came the cold reply. “Surnamed Tieh, a native
of Kiang-nan.”” “Wonderful place, that’s what King-
nan is . . . paradise on earth, quite different from
this infernal! hell here, isn’t it¢*? ““Both the senery
and the producis here are not bad. How does it differ
from Kiang-nan?” I can’t explain to you in a few
words,” the man heaved a sigh.

“Ts the prefect kind to you all?”’ “Oh, sure he
is a nice officer of justice and that a good one foo.
Don’t you see that there is never & vacant cage any
day?”

The conversation was broken by the interruption
of 3 woman from inside. She was holding a big bowl
with one hand, and reaching for something from g

_shelf with the other. Seeing that there was a stranger
at the counier, she cast a swift glance to the elderly
man and continued the searching.

“How can there he so many robbers?’’ it was
Lao-ts‘an who broke the silence. ‘“Who knows,’, the
man said indifferently? ‘I am afraid most of them
are not guilty, ain’t they?’’ *‘‘No, no, all of them are
e

1. infernal BWxny. 2. indifferently 53, FHDAY.
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not inneccent,”” the reply was fearstricken. “But I
bhave heard tinat whosoever the prefect dislike is
sentenced 1o the death cage, is’nt i1? And the one
who speaks a word against him will be submiited? to
the same punisment. Is that also true?®

“I don’t know, I have no idea,” came the
answer. All through the conversation, the man’s
face was growing pale, and his eyes firy red. A crisis?
came when he heard the word ‘one who speaks a word
against him will be submitted to the same punish-
ment’ and tears began to fill his eyes. The women
loocked towards Lao-ts‘an with big drops of tears
rolling down her cheek, and instead of searching for
things with one hand, she used it to cover her eyes,
and went swiftly to her rooms. A moment of dead
silence followed and then broke into sharp and
thrilling cries. This sudden scene of awe and sorrow
prevented Lao-ts‘an from asking sny longer. He well
knew that there were sad incidents behind all these
. . . incidents which no one was bold enough to
diseolse.

Lao-ts‘an went back to the inn and rested for a
while in his room. He read a few pages and
contemplated® for sometime. Butb seeing that the
proprietor was then at leisuve, he approched him

1. sobmitted &5z, 2. erisis BREBNEH. 3. contempleted MiE%,
WLE.
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slowly, and told him what he had seen in the grocery
store inquiring the cause of their sadness.

“Awful luck,” commented the proprietor. “When
he was thirky years old, Mr. Huang was married to a
wife ten years his junior. A son was born to them.
Twentyone by this time, I suppose. As we have only
primitive* products in the county, his son went to
buy finer articles in the city. In the spring of this
year, his son get drunk and gossiped carelessly about
the bdd eonducts of Prefect Yi. His word was
overheard? by some private detectives. Junior Huang
was arrested and sentenced to the death cage. The
woman yor saw was Mrs. Huang, the mother, over
forty now I suppose. It was the only son, who they
value more than anything else in this world. What
wonder she wept when you talked about the prefect.”

“Prefect Yii deserved to be damned!” exclaimed
Lao-ts‘an. ¢“But it is strange to see that his reputa-
tion holds good in the official circles. If I should be
in power, he would be the first* person I should
cashier3.* ¢“Speak softly,” advised the proprietor.
“You may say what you like in the county, but not
in the city. It may cost your life.”” “Thank you
for your kind advice.” TLao-ts‘an replied, “T’1l keep
that in mind.” After dinmer he reposed.

The next day Lao-ts‘an bade the proprietor
farewell and sei out in a hired coach He reached
the Ma’s county at sunset. This county is a bit

1. primitive 3A4%8y. 2. overheard #§iH|. 8, cashier %%,
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amaller than the Tong’s, forty-five miles from Ts‘zo
Chow. Lao-ts‘am took an inspection over the streets.
Three coach stations were all he could find. Two of
them were filled with travellers, the third was empty,
but its door was closed. ILao-is‘an pushed open the
door with some force, but there was not a single soul
in sight. After a while a man suddenly sneaked out!
and said: “We don’t take in guests, sir.” As there
was no vacant space in the other station, Laoc-is‘an
insisted upon staying and asked for the reason of the
refusal. For a long time, there was simply refusal.
But after repeated persuasion the man opened a room
unwillingly and murmured: “We have no iea nor
even water to serve you sir, and no bed for you to
sleep on, for the boss has gone to- collect a dead body
in the city. There is absolutely no one to wait upon?
you, sir. If you want drinking water you can get it
from @ restaurant to the south of this inn.”” “Thank
you for the advice,’® answered Lao-tsan. ““A traveller
had to make shift® in adverse circumstances.” In
repense to this the men said loafingly, “My room is
in the southern wing of the corridor, and if you
should need anything, call for me.”

The words ‘to collect a dead body’ weighed
on Lao-ts‘an heart. Having taken supper he bought
a few blocks of fea-cakes, four or five packs of
peanuts, two bottles of wine, and hurried back to the

1. sneaked out BgEFHIZS. 2. to wait upon {i{% 8. {0 make
shift FigHER.
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inn. The man had already lighted up the room.
Lao-ts‘an invited the man to join him and said: “T
have come back with wine, mister, come and join me
after locking the door.” The man soon assented and
bolted the door as told. “You help yourself,” he
walked swiftly back, ‘I am too lowly a fellow to drink
with you, sir,”” and stood aghastl. Laoc-ts‘an pulled
his stony figure down and offered a seat. The man
was so excited that he had to strain himself to keep
his mouth tight, and was still ejaculating? “I am too
too lowly for the honour, sir’® ag he applied the wine
cup 1o his lips.

Lao-is‘an started the conversation courtecusly.
But after several cups of wine, he began to talk freely
and make inquiries: ““You fold me a while ago that
your master had gone {o collect a dead body in the
city, will you explain to me why he didso? Iwonder
if the prefect had again unjustly sentenced a person
to death.”

“As there is nobody within hearing,” commenced
the man, “I am at liberty to speak a few words with
you. Prefect Yi is a living Hades®. He is indeed
dreadful. There is no escape for any one who come
across his way from the word ‘death.’ *

“My master has gone to the city for the sake of
his brother:in-law. This brother-in-law, I say, is a
darned honest man. And as my master and his sister
were very kind to each other, she and her hushand

1. azhast ¥7%. 2. ejaculating FEkRz. 3. Hades B,
150 —



FFEWIEBIE ¢ [ SLHETE » R TAP » TRZoR—R
B o ] EBIRARE » lukitAP L TR » —E3
SER: [ RERHE  EETWES o | BEHibE
F s B T—iER M o BB RIR ST - S I AT J &
BEFRTREEZEEET

BTN » Sz - ZREN ¢ [RERE
ROOEIRI T £ T » SRS LB EAEEEAA
FETIE? )

EBTE ¢ [ RN —EALRE » RIS
R : f@ﬂ"h_ﬂﬂ}}‘}k BTAE ! EBERE ! B
TEEEMESE !

[ HEEERRATENR - BaRkk o ikl BIRkk
EEBN o REERENI HHRIEERY » FIUMBMEEEFE
AT o MRS HIAERN THE L REIC B Bk » I



lived here at the back of the inn with the brother.
The brother-in-law used to buy rolls of cloth from the
country and sell them in the city so as to obtain a

ittle extra income of his own. One day he went info
the city as usual with four rolls of cloth, and offered
them for sale in a bazaar! beside the temple. Two
entire rolls were sold in the morning, and five feet
from one of the two remaining rolls. A man came to
offer him a higher price but in stating that he should
cut from the fourth roll that was entire. Considering
that a greater profit could thus be obiained, he readily
consented to it, and the man bought eight feet five
incheg.

“All of a sudden Prefect Yii rode across the
temple, a man approached him and whispsred a few
words into his ears. e cast a sharp glance upon the
cloth pedler? and said: C‘Arrest him, bring him
together with the cloth io the Yamen.’

“Arriving af the courtroom eof the Yamen, he sat
in the official ehair and examined she cloth carefully.
Suddenly he knockéd upen the desk with a heavy fist
and inquired: ‘where did you get the cloth?’

“ ¢TI bonght them in the country, sir,” the man
said tremblingly. ‘What is the length of each of
them?® ‘Five feet has been sold. from ome, and
from the other cight and a half, sir.’ ‘It amazed
me that you cut the «ioth in such a way. As the
roils are all alike, why Jid yve cut 2 piece from each

1. bazasr s 2. pedler AR,
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roll? How many feet are still left, can you answer
me¥’

¢ ‘Measure it!’ the prefect ordered as he #urmed
to the police. “The police soon made the following
report: “ ‘One is fifteen feet, and the other twenty-
one feet, your honour.” Having heard the report the
prefect was enraged.! Then handing the brother-in-
law a piece of paper and said, ‘Can you read it?’ ‘No,
gir,” came the reply. ‘Read it to him,’ ordered the
prefect; a secretary laid hold of the paper and read as
follows:

“Citizen Chin Szu reports on the 17th day:
“Yesterday, just before sun set I was robbed on a
place fifteen miles from town. A man came out from
the forest and cut my shoulder with a knife. He
escaped with one dollar and forty cenis, and two rolls
of cloth one being twenty feet five inches long and
the other twenty one feet and five inches.’

“When. the secretary reacned this point, he was
interrupted by the prefect who shouted at the fop of
his voice,? “The color and measurement of your cloth
exactly correspond to the stolen goods. Can you still,
deny that you are the robber? Put him inio the
cage! and return the cloth to Chin Szu.” **

“T understood it perfectly,” commented Lao-ts‘an
on the case. “Itis a trap set by the corrupted police,
and your master has to arrange a funeral for him.
But as you said he is an honest man, why does people

1. enTazed EE5%. 2. at the top of his voice ¥R,
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want o hurt him so? Did you boss try to reason it
out? “We knew the reason as soon as he was
srrested,” answered the man. “All because he was
too talkative.! Some one told me tha} living in a
small lane of the city, was a family of two—a father
and a daughier. The father was about forty years
of age, the daughter eighfeen, very charming and still
unmarried. The father had a liftle retail business of
his own, and they lived comfortably in the cottage.
Oxne day as the daughter was standing by the door,
she was spied by an officer of cavarly .. .a certain
Wang San. He fell in love with the pretly dame at
once, and by whirling courtship of about twenty
minutes, he completely captured her temder heart.
After a while, her father came back, and witnessing
the love scene, he beat his daughter painfully and
looked up the door, and prohibited her to go out.
Within a month time, Wang San has already built up
a trap for the father, sued him as g robber and made
the prefect sentence him to the cage. Wang not only
took her daughter’s hand by forced marriage but also
took possession of? the property.

“The brother-in-law of my masfer got info
acquaintance with the father and daughter through
his cloth selling, and knew the case well. One day
he was drunk and grew very mad. He criticized the
case with another guest in a wine shop . . . both of
them hated ‘Wang deeply and blamed him in publie.

L talkative 55, 2. {ook possession of {5§2.
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Their conversation was overheard by a friend of
Wang, who advised the lafter to mark their faces.
So in a few months time the brother-in-law was put to
death. The other guest was wise enough 1o smell the
rat! and made an escape as quickly as he could. My
dear sir, we have finished the wine, please go to bed
and have a good sleep. But when you go to town
to-morrow, be careful of your iongue. We folks here
are all seared to death, because the cage may suddenly
fly upon your neck.”

The man stood up, trimmed the oil lamp with
his finger tips and continued: *I shall go to bring
some more oil for you, sir.” ‘No, I shall not need
it,” replied Tiae-tsan. The man departed. Thenight
was quiet.

e e———————

1. to smell the rat §54IRb.
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CEHAPTER VI
TO RULE AND TO SERVE

The next day Lao-ts‘an packed up his baggages
and told the chauffeur! to put them on the coach.
The inn assistant reminded him again of keeping his
mouth shut while in the city. Lao-ts‘an thanked
him courteously and ordered the chauffeur o move
on.

He arrived at Tsao Chow befere moon. After
passing through the north gate, he accommodated
himself in a hotel close to the prefect’s residence,
took a hasty tiffin and stepped out 9 see sights. Red
silk banners could be seen hanging over the gate of
the prefect’s residence. One did see twelve cages
beside the gate. But all were empty—not a single
miserable soul was standing inside.” Thus he said to
himself in amazement:2 “Could all that I have heard
be false?” and loitering® apd meditating for 2 while,
he went back 1o the hotel.

Many a curious person wearing large top hats
were passing in and out of the upper apartment. A
big blue sedan chair was laid on the .lobby. Iis
carriers were partaking oat cakes. They also has
large hats and thiek cotton trousers. But amidst

1. chauffeur Hizz. 2. amezement 5. 9. loitering #.
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4hem were several persons in uniform with big
tcharacters “The volunieer corps of Ch’éng Wu’’ on
'$he back of iheir unmiform. Lao-ts‘an now realized
.that the guest of the npper apartment could be no
other than the magistrate of Ch’éng Wu Hsien.
After a while, a waiter came oul, and ordered the
carrier to get ready. The sedan chair was moved
swiftly towards the staivcase in response. The large
red umbrella was opened, and horses were led from
the stables. Then strolling out through the red
curtain of the upper apartment, was a man of about
Hfifty, wearing an official embroidered gown and neck-
lace and a buiton or knob resting majestically on his
hat. He descended?! the stairease in measured steps
and entered the sedan chair. A signal to depart
was given and the sedan chair was ushered out of the
hatel.

Seeing this persons, Lao-ts‘an said to himself
again: “His face loocks familiar to me. Where for
heaven’s sake did I see him before?”” He kept on
asking himself, but failing to frace his memories, he
relaxed.

The day was still young,? so Lao-ts‘an went out
to investigate the so called good administration of
the prefect. The residents expressed one and the
only opinion, that is, that the administration was
perfect. But in response o Lao-ts‘an’s cross exami-

1, desvended F3K. 2. the day was still young F {18,
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nation,! they only nodded their heads with a #int of
sadness on every face. The old saying that oppres-
sive administration is fiercer than the tiger certainly
corresponds to truth.

Returning to the hotel, he sat at the gale and
watched for something {0 happen. Just then the
magistrate returned. He peeped out of the glass
window and their eyesight suddenly met. The sedan
chair was ushered swiftly forward and stopped at the
staircase. The magistarte came out, whispering
words into his servant’s ear. 'The servant rushed to
the gate in consequence,? while the magisirale stood
waiting at the staircase. Approaching Lao-ts‘an,.
the servant broke out hastily: “Are you Mr. Tieh,
sir?? “Why yes,” answered Lao-ts‘an, “how do you
know me? and who is your master?” “The surname
of my master is Sen, sir,” responded the servant.
“He is a newly appointed official from the province..
He ordered me {o invite Mr. Tieh io his apariment,
sir.” )

Lao-is‘an was amazed; his head began to fill with
recollections.®* The man was a secrelary commissary#
by the mame of Sun Tung-tsao. Though they had
met three or four times, yet there never was much:
hearty talks passed between them and thus the name
had slipped from his memory.5

1. cross examination §[l. 2. in consequence [H;z. 8. re-
collection jg{%. 4. commissary Z5[3. B. slipped from his memory
iy
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Lao-ts‘an went up to see Sen immediately. They
jossed. While Sen invited Lao-ts‘an to his private
chamber, he kept repeating, “Excuse my indulgence.*
Let me change my dress.”” Affer he had put on an
informal garment instead of the official uniform he
began to make inquires:

“When did you arrive at this town, Mr. Tieh?
Are you staying at this hotel?” I just arrived here
to-day, having had a journey of seven or eight days, -
sir. When did you leave the provinecial capital?
Have you been to your post and back here, again?’”
asked Lao-ts‘an in return.

“T also arrived here to-day. I departed from the
provinecial capital three days before, these servants
had been there to serve me and fake me to my post a
day before I took my departure. I learned from Mr.
Yao that the honourable governor was still thinking
and talking of you. ‘It makes me heavy at heart,?”
said the governor, ‘I respect scholars, and also believ-
ed that I could always secure them. But I have met
Mr. Tieh who regards honour and riches as floating
clouds, and refuses whatever offers I give. It reflects
narrowness on my parb and a sense of one’s being
sordid and snobbish!®’ * Sen made quite a long and
respectful speech.

His honour’s love for scholars is equal to his
thirgt for water. I admire this sttitude deeply. But

1. indulgence %k, 2. heavy at heart &J#EH. 3. snobbish
BRI,
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T fied from Shantung Provinee not because I want o
high hat!—like a stork hovering on high and cries
proudly, but because I realize that my ability is
inferier and my knowledge limited. “And this is
only part of the reason. Besides this, Mr. Yii’s
reputation in administration challenges strongly my
curiosity, and I have come with the intention to see
what kind of an official he really is.™ You regard me
as superlor,? but in fact T am not, and I don’t want
to be. Talents are created by heaven, and is very
limited. Simple and feolish men like my humble
self will deem it wise to conceal myself, and prevent
my foolishness from being exposed. Bul a person
bestowed with the tslent o govern and to serve,
intentionally hides himself in obliviem, it shall be
considered as acting against the will of heaven and
shall receive due punishment there upon.”” Thus
Lae-ts‘an made a longer and humble speech.

“I always esteem your theory very highly,”
replied the host. “Now that I have heard your
teachings again, it makes me respéet you more. But
according to your opinion, what kind of & man do
you think Prefect Yii 1s?*” I think he is a lowdown?
rotten official,” expressed Lao-ts‘an unhesitatingly.
““Who is far worse than Chih Tu and Ning Cheng.”
“The official circle know litile of the real situation
among the people,’’ said the host, as he mnodded

1. high hat gt . 2. superior Fifl, JF#B. 8. low down T
SEn. ’
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successively and continued. “You travel in plain.
cloth and is more apt to know the fact. Cruel as
Mr. Y4 is, there must be many cases of innocence
unjustly punished. But why haven®t any body sued’
him in high court?”

So Lao-ts‘an imparted all he had heard to Sen;
he stopped short in the middle of his gtoty as the-
waiter came in {o announce that dinner was served.
Sen begged Laoc-ts‘an to dine with him, the Iatter
accepled the invitation without commonplace! cere-
mony.

After supper Lao-is‘an commenced the story
until he came to the end. “But thére is one thing
that I do doubt,” said Lao-ts‘an at last. ‘I saw the
twelve cages to-day, but they are all empty, and T.
think that all T have heard from the country might
be false.”” “This is not right,” answered Sen. I
Just bheard that the prefect had received a dispatch.
from the higher authority that makes him a gevernor
expectant, and bestows upon him the honour by
promoting two grades from his present rank. 8o out.
of joy for his success he has suspended®? punishment
for a couple of days, and to give people a chance o
offer him congratulations.? Didn’t you see that-
there are red banners at the entrance to his court?
I also heard that on the first day of suspending
punishment, that is, yesterday, there were still some:

1. commonplace M. 2. suspended il 3. to offer con~
gratulations #5358,
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dying criminals in the cage. These were cast into
prison as a result.” Upon this both the listener and
the talker sighed, but Lao-ts‘an relieved the gloomy
situation by saying: ‘“Your honour has travelled a
long way, why don’t we forget the matter for a
moment and have a rest? Besides it is not so early
now.” The host agreed and added: “I hope you will
kindly render assistance.” 8o they said good night
and parted for the night.

The next day Laoc-ts‘an.rose from his cozy bed.
The sky was overshadowed with heavy clouds. His
cotton cloth seemed to be Ilooser and flappering,
.despite the fact that the north wind was not hard.
After he had washed his face and bought a few pieces
of oil cake to soothe his empty stomach, he loitered
in the sireet absent-mindedly.? But just as he was
thinking to go to city wall and have a bird’s eyes
view? of the ecitv, snow began to fill the sky like
falling leaves. In an instant, it fell rapidly, chasing
-and whirling confusedly. Lao-ts‘an hurried back to
the hotel, and qrdered a big pan of charcoal fire. A
big sheet of paper fastened on the window sometime
ago had broken loose, and wet with the damp air,
flattered umceasingly with the whispering of the
wind, making a clickering sound. Some small sheets
.on each side of it remained silent, but swayed from
side to side. The room was dark and chilly, and
exceptionally gloomy.

1. zbsent-mindedly ¥iFTHSM, OTFIEEN. 2. a bird’s eye
wiew FSUT, I5ER.
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A thought suddenly entered Lao-ts‘an’s mind.
He picked up a pen and brushed a psem on the
-white-washed wall, depicting the cruelly and malad-
ministration? of Prefect Yii.

The snow was falling faster, Lao-ts‘an stood at
the window and gazed out. The sight was challeng-
ing. The branches of every tree, big and small,
seemed to be enshrouded alike in brand new cotion
cloth. Several crows were perching on the tree,
shrinking their heads against the cold wind and-flap-
ping their feather o prevent snow from gathering
on their bodies. Many little sparrows were conceal-
ing themselves in the beam, they also shrank from
cold—a pitiable sight of hunger and cold.

This induced in Lao-is‘an the though#: “The
Tlives of these birds depend upon the seeds of grass
and shrubs.2 They pick up insect to appease their
hunger. But now the insects are hibernating® and
not even a trace can be found of them. The blossoms
©of grass and trees are covered with snow, their ap-
pearance can not be seen. Providing that the snow
melis to-morrow, the west wind would blow again,
the snow would soon bz changed into ice, then again;
theirz food would still be unobtainable, and their
stomach had to remain empty until the next spring.””

Arriving at this point, Lao-ts‘an felt sorry for
the poor birds. Here his thought turned: “These

1. maladministration fk3% 2. sbrubs k. 8. hibernating
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birds though hungry and cold, yet are nol threaten-
ed by bullets and snares. Their hunger and cold are
only temporary and they will be happier next spring.
But the case of the people is different. Take Tsao
Chow for example. Its inhabitants bave not only
suffered from adverse crop,? but also the ill-treatment
of an oppressive official. All of a sudden they would
perhaps be snatched away as robbers and sentenced
to the death cage; and in consequence of this severity
no one dares even to utter a single word of complaint.
So in addition to cold and hunger they have a meore
apprehensive element to cope with? and in worse off
than those pitiable birds.”

Conecentrating his thought upon this point, tears
began to roll down from his eyes. A% the same
moment, the crow cawed® repeatedly, and it seemed
to Lao-ts‘an that they were not erying for hunger op
cold, but crying to show that they had freedom of
expression, a liberty that the citizen of Tsao Chow
lacks.? Lao-ts‘an felt angry. His hair seemed to
stand up. To ease his hateful conseience he wished
he could dispose of the prefect immediately.

Just as his thought was going wild, he saw a
gadan chair hurried through the entrance, accom-
panied by many servants. This made him realize
that Sen had come back after calling on friends.
“Why should I not disclose what I have heard and

1. adverse crop IXIBEFRIE. 2. {o cope with 3%, k. 3. cawed
FEEEE. 4. lacks BZ, 8.
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write a letler to Governor Chuang?’’ Thussayingto
himself he picked up 2 pen from his pillow box and
began to write. But as soon as his pen touched the
paper, the ink turned into ice. He warmed the ink-
stand with his breath, wrote a few words. And as he
tried to warm the inkstand with his breath the pen
froze again and vice versa.l He could only wrofe
four or five characters at one time by thus warming.
It certainly took time. As he was busying, the sky
grew darker, grew dark sconer than usual. Lao-is‘an
asked for a lamp, but no one answered. Not until he
had shouted for a long while that the man brought
in a lamp shiveringly and murmuring: ‘It is indeed
very cold, sir.”” He put the lamp down and blew at
the taper which he held between his fingertips.
‘When he had succeeded in lighting the taper and
the lamp, the flame only gave a dim light about the
gize of a soy bean? owing to the fact that frozen oil
had just been added. But when the oil melts the
light beeame larger until it reached the size of a
broad bean. This enabled the wailer to motice the
poem on the wall. He suddenly lifted his head and
said in amazemeny; “Is this poem written by you,
sir? What by heavens are you writing about. Be-
ware of getiing yourself into trouble, for it is.not
child play.” He then cast his glance outside, so as
to assure himself that there were no overhearers and
continued: “If you should ever get into trouble, not

1. vice versa 2785, 2. soy bean‘ﬁ'g:.
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only yon would pay for it with your life, but it
would also involve us.”” “You needn’t worry about
this,” answered Lao-fs‘an smilingly: ““Don’t you see
that I signed my name under it, so there is no cause
for apprehension.?”?

As the waiter was talking about this, & man
wearing a red official cap rushed in and shouted

.aloud: “Mr. Tieh, my superior invites you to dinner.””

The waiter hurriedly went out. Knowing that the
man was Sen’s officer, Lao-is‘an jossed and answered:
“Please report to your superior that I have already
ordered my dinner and it will be ready soon. Kindly
say thanks fo your superior.’” “My superior,” said
the man, “has ordered me to impart to you that the
dinner served in this hotel is not fit for your taste.
‘We have prepared two grouse? and mution and they
are all ready for you. My superior insisted on your
company,? sit. And he said if you are not willing to
go, he will order the dinner to be served in your
room. I think it is better for you to go, sir, for we
have s fire pan four or five times as big as this. It
is warmer, and there are also servants to serve; please
accept our invitation, Mr. Tieh.”

Lao-tsan had to accept the invitation. When
they saw each other, Sen said: “What are you insist-
ing upon staying in your room for? Let us drink a
few cups to enjoy ourselves in such a bad weather.

1, apprehension FF[. 2. grouse jligk. 8. insisted on your
company BRIk,

~— 180 —



BEYSEE + AN » TE: [ TR » TR
W RERESERE | 28 [ETEARNE
U8 s FER o ]

B AT BN > RITEET BT
[sE8% o ) BUEFOREIEMRE S T o BEARY AN :
[ 8 E SRR R o ] BACR R diEaRA o 2
BB [ SRR B AR o s T O R kg -
—EREART o IR o IFAE : THiEs: [JE
EFEREE o | RIMASIEA AR LR » DA 1
KT > L TEEAR T » BHMERE B L2k HT
VB o LS WEkER— A 3 » HLERIHEEEIE
BEA o RE » BEFLE LR c RETEAIKE
 HEREIBENERL » BRSTE o SEAMERERE o
BIREREFAE! ]

IR » RAF Rk o MIEERT - % (85 &
B EMA B T AR » TRPIHOB RN o 45085 A
SRR INES » |TE » 1RITRY o FRER [ SRR |

— 181 —



>Tis a seeret that one of my friends has pastowed
upon me the honour by giving me two grouse, they
are rare gifts. Let’s eat and be merry.”” "The dinner
was served. The servant brought up two plates of
‘grouse fresh They dipped the fresh into a broth of
boiling soup, and applied it to their month; the taste
was exceptionally delicious. “Do you mnotice the
special flavour?” asked Semn. ¢“Oh, yes,” answered
Lao-fs‘an “the flavour is unusual, and do you know
the reason for it?*> ““The grouse came from Feichen
Hsien.” explained Sen. “Their habitat! is in the
Peach Mountains on which pine trees grow abundant-
1y. The grouse only pick the pine seeds as their
food, and this accounts for the fragrant flavour.
* They are generally known as the pine grouse, a rare
and precious species.”

Upon this Lao-ts‘an sighed in appreciaiion.
The waiter served rice and other delicacies. After
dinner Sen invited Lao-ts‘an to his room. They took
tea and nestled? comfortably beside the fire place.

Sen noticed” that Lao-ts‘an wore only cotton
cloth, so he said: “You still wear cotton cloth during
this cold weather?”” “I am accustomed? to it, sir,””
answered Lao-tsan, “‘and didn’t feel a bit cold. On
our point of view, this cotton cloth would be warmer
‘than any kind of fur coat.” ¢This can not be,”
murmured Sen and turning to his servants, he spoke
‘louder: “Go and open my chest, take out & white fur

1. habitat {5, #Eis. 2. nestled 3. 3. acustomed Zi.
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coat, and sent it to Mr. Tieh’s chamber.”” Having
heard this Lao-ts‘an commented: “You mustn’t do
this, my dear sir, don’t you think it would be redicu-
lous for a tramp doctor to wear a fur coat and at the
same time swinging a long chain of bells?”

“You don’t have to swing that chain of bells,”
advised Sep. T really don’t understand why you
should force yourself to do so. If you don’t mind,
and still regard me as a man, I have a few impolite
words to say unto you. And I don’ care whether
you get angry ornot. You have said {0 me yesterday
that you despise people who insist on not serving
the government office, and there is a limitation in
the birth of genius, and what is more important,
that talented people should not waste his ability. I
certainly admire you for saying this. But your
practice is in contradiction! to your theory. The
governor wanted you to serve in the government
office, and you fled from him\at midnight, insisting
on swinging that long chain of bells. This is exactly
what we call washing one’s ear and refusing to
listen to anything. I am rather rude, Mr. Tieh, and
am-sorry for it. Bul please think about it, and see
whether I am right or wrong.”’

“Tt is true that to swing a long chain of bells
connot save the society from degrading.? But what
about serving in the government, can it be any help
to the society? I guess you have the right answer

1, contradiction F)5, K. 2. degrading 7%, BH.
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for this. Will you please explain to me? I know
you have been government official for many years.
May I ask you whether, among your labors, any
achievements stand out particularly beneficial to
society?” TLao-ts‘an’s answer was offensive.?

“Please don’t be so dogmatic,? we officials are
only common clays, constantly craving for food and
shelier. But it is a pity that falented person like
you is unwilling to serve the government. Those
who are not talented wish to become officials but
those who are, only wish to escape it. This isindeed
a most regretful matter in the whole world.” Sen
kept on advising and pitying.

“You are not right,”” argued Lao-ts‘an. “Itis a
maiter of no importance whether the common clay
wish to become officials or not. The regretful thing
lies in the fact that the talented® wish to get such
posts. As you can see, Mr. Yii is a ialented person,
but he is too hasty—hasty for promotion, for be-
coming a big shot. Therefore he has not hesitated
to do many harmful and unreasonable things in
order that he may get results. It is unfortunate
that his so called geod administration has been
known far and wide. Don’t you think that in a few
years he would be promoted, and be still more harm-
ful to society? If he presides over a prefecture, the
prefecture would be injured. If he governs a pro-

1. offensive IREC¥MY, #FEAY. 2. dogmatlic EFABRM. 3,
talented 4538204,
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vince, the province would suffer and if he rule the
country the country would be ruined. Therefore T
put to you this question whether it would be better
for the talented io become government official or the
non-talented. People who swing a long. chain of
bells can do little harm. People who have serious
sickness will not call on us, and those who do call on
us for curing slight sickness will not give us the
chance to kill them. But supposing I did %ill one
man in a year, in ten thousand years, the number I
killed ‘would still be less than those who are now be-
ing sacrificed by the merciless hands of Prefect Ya.”?
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CHAPTER VIIL
INTRODUCING A BOXER

As Lao-ts‘an was discussing with Sen Tung-tsso
the achievements of Yu Hsien, a conclusion was
drawn that this official, in his eagarness fo szek
promotion, did not hesitate to do many things that
are against reason and nature; and they sighed.

“That’s what T wish o consult you privaiely
about,” bigan Sen. “You know he is extremely
cruel and my post is unluckily under his! It would
be intolerable to carry out his instructions; and it
would be also impossible to disobey him. You are
better experienced than I am, as people say, ‘you
have passed through thick and thin,® and are
thoroughly competent to judge the dissemblance from
the reality in the people.” I hope you will advise
me as to the best way to meet the situation.”

“If you have realized the difficult, the easy will
follow at its heels,?”’ answered Lao-ts‘an. “And as
you are speaking to me frankly, I should like to ask
first about your motive. I wish to know whether
you would flafter your superior official and carry out
his instructions in such a forceful manner as to force

1. thick and thin {E{TEMSTEENY. 2. follow at its heels y%g
®H.
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good citizens to bacome robbers, for this is exactly
what Yii Hsien has done. Or do you cherish the
ideal of a paternal! government and will endeavour
do away with the things that are harmful to them?
To carry out the second policy, I have a plan to trun
robbers into geod citizens. It would be easier to put
the plan into practise if your official degree is high
and the region under your administration is large;
but if you could exercise jurisdiction only within a
city, and your yearly income is small, then it is a
more difficult matter, and yet it is not altogether
impossible.”

““Of course the second course is what I aim af to
take,”” said Sen. “Should I be able to make my
region peaceful, I shall not hesitate to sacrifice
official promotion and even the material comforts of
life, for my heart’s desire is not to take away the
blessings of my children. But my income is indeed
small, air. My predecessor employed & force of fifty
police, yet robbery cases still arose in frequent suc-
cession;? and in addition fo this, it resulted in a
deficit? of public revenue and he was discharged from
office. I don’t mind spending a large sum of money
provided it would make the region peaceful, but the
worst thing is that the money might be spend in
vain, and the place be still in disorder.” I know it
would cost a lot to keep fifty police,” said Lao-ts‘an,

1. paternal Z22/). 2. in frequent succession sS4, 8.
teficit 72, ATFEH.
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“but in your official capacily, how much can you
raise without causing a deficit in public income?”
Upon this Sen replied: “A thousand dollars per year
-would be a safe limit.®

“Well then,” commented Lao-is‘an, “the thing
is easy to seftle. Just appropriate one thousand and
three hundred for the year, and never mind what my
plan may be. I will show you the way and guarantee
that there will be no tobbery cases in your region; or
if there happens to'be one it would be detected and
dealt with immediately. What do you say, my dear
gir?»

“Of course I shall be most grateful if you will
kindly condescend? {0 help me,” said Sen. It hap-
pens that I am not required to do it myself,” said
Lao-ts‘an. “Only it is T who shall plot out the plan
for you.” “Well,” inquired Sen in amazement, ““if
you will not do it yourself, who is going fo do it in
your stead?”

“That’s why I want to recommend o you a per-
son who can carry out my plan,” answered Lao-ts‘an.
“But you must take great care not fo offend? that
person because if he be offended, he will resign
immediately and if he walks out on you, the robbery
cases will be more abundant. He is a native of Ping
Yin Hsien, and is now living in the Peach Mountain

which is situated on the southwestern part of that
city.

1. condescend ERH. 2. offend [35R, 13JR.
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“This man is & master boxer who began his train~
ing at his fourteenth or fifteenth year, at the world
renowned Shao Lin Temple. After some time, he
felt that what he had learned was only the superfi-
cial® forms of boxing, without any intrinsic or extra~
ordinary value. So he tramped over the country for
the next ten years and encountered at the O Mei
Mountains in Szechwan 2 monk who excelled in the
art of boxing. Mr. Liu studied under him and
learned the methods of both Tai-chu and Shao-chu
boxing. But when he asked the monk where did the-
latter learn his ari, the monk answered that he
learned it from the Shao Lin Temple.

Mr. Liu was amazed and said, ‘I have been in
Shao Lin Temple for four or five years, but never
heve T seen an excellent boxer. Where did you
really learn to box?2? ‘The truth is,”> answered the
monk, ‘my art of boxing is derived from Shao Lin
Temple, but I have mnever learmed it there. The
method of Shao Lin boxing has already been lost.
The Tai-chu methed you have learned from me is
handed down by the monk Ta Mo and that of Shao-
chu from the monk Sheng-kuong. When these two
persons taught their methods, they aimed to train up
the monks, to make their bodies strong and their
spirits more durable, so that when they go out alone
in their pilgrimage? without any weapons, they

1,§uperﬁcial NN, #rny. 2. to box I74%. 3. pilgrimage
BRI,
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might protect themselves from wild animal and
highway men.1

With vigorous sinews and bones and strengthen-
ed muscles, they could resist hunger and cold, and
as you know, they often travelled through deserted
mountain passes and dangerous caves in search of
superior beings, their meals and rests are apt to be
meagre?—this is the true ideal for which the Tai-chu
and Shao-chu methods are instituted and taught.
But after these methods had become famous, people
from all parts of the country came to learn it. And
having acquired the skill, seme of them became
robbers, and some of them use it for lewd? practises.
On account of these, a monk (four or five generations
from the present one) began to keep the metheds as a
secret and refused to teach it. He only taught the
superficial and unimportant parts of the methods ¢
his students, ps,ssmg the semblance for the real for
the sake of face saving for all concerned. I learned
the methods from an ancient boxer in Han Chung
Fu, and if T should pra,c‘hse il with my full spirit, I
should be able to acquire to the perfection of Kan
Feng-shih (s very famous boxer).’

“Lin Jen-fu remained in Szechwan for four
years, and absorbed all his teacher could give,” con-
tinued Lao-ts‘an. “By the iime of the Kwangtung:
revolution, he came out of Szechwan to serve in the
regiments of Hunan and Anhwei. But during this

1. highway men $§#%. 2. meagre P R0y. 3. lewd THLA.
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period, the provincial prejudices! was very severe;
the persons who got prometion in the regiments of
Anhwei must be thé native of that province; and the
same held true in the regiments of Hunan,—an oui-
sider could never be promated to an important post
and could never come into possessicn of great power.
Mr. Liu was neither a native of Anwei nor that of
Hunan. So even though he had an excellent fight-
ing ability yet no one was willing to give him a
break, and was only made alieutenant. Consequent-
ly as the revolution piped down? he get tired of army
life, and returned to his country working in bis
little farm and intending to spend the rest of his life
there. But when he was at leisure, he travelled
around Shantung and Honan province. Therefore
all boxers of note in these provinces acquainted with
his name. Yet he had mever had any formal ap-
prentice and followers and took great care to teach
only a part of his method even to the person he
thought fit. The brave and chivalrous in this prov-
inece were not his opponents,® for they were all over-
awed by his name.

““If vou could secure him as adviser and guest of
honour,” commenced Lao-ts‘an again, ‘“and have
entrusted to his disposa' a hundred taels a month, he
would have to organize a small police force of ten,
employed them as messengers and detectives giving

1. prejudices {g5. 2. piped down 4igpFzs. 8. opponents gk
$.
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them six taels each a2 month. The remainding forty
taels would be more than enough to tip off any
chivalrous boxer brethren who might happened to
come across the district. The provinces of Homan,.
Shantung, Chili and the northern portion of Kiangsu
and Anhwei may be grouped as one region as far as
these wandering boxers are conmeerned. Within this
region, there are two kinds of vobbers: TFirst, the
gangslers who have leaders and are under definite
commands and regulations. In a word, they are well
organized, and amidst them are quite a number of
talented persoms. Secondly the petty thieves and
strayed! robbers who consisted of loafers and the
unemployed of the different counties. They robbed
recklessly and with neither regular supply of arms
nor co-operatien among themselves. When they
have laid bold of something, they usaally squandered
away their loois in wine and gambling. These are
robbers who are most likely to commit all sorts of
crimes and fall vietims of pelice. And I can visua-
lized? that the people who were punished by Mr. Yit
were ninety-five percent good citizens and half
percent thieves and robbers of this description. I do
believe that Mr. Yii has never canght a single real
robber of the organized gangsier.

“But the regular gangsters are easy toc compro-
mise.2 Let us take the Transportation Guards®
Union in the Capital for instance. They deliver ten.

1, strayed MEZs9, JeBki9. 2. visnalized i, irpARE 8.
compromise £if. 4. Transportion Guards’ Union £if3.
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or twenty thousand silver pieces from place to place
in perfect safety. If the gangster wished te gather
one or iwo hundred strong and lay hold of this sum,
could a couple guards resist them? No, sir. If is
just because that the gangsters have a regulation, one
of which is the prohibition to loot anything under
the prolection of 2 member of the Transpo tation
Guards’ Union. Whenever a unjon man’s transport
which bears cefinite signals, comes into contact with
the gangsters, the body guard needs only to utier a
pass word! and they will go by politely. They are
all acquainted with the various guards® unions, and
the unions also know their hide-outs.? Should a
gangste - come to the Union with his secret signals,
the union members would know from what branch he
is from and give him food and shelter gratis. Before
his departure, a sum of twenty or thirty dollars must
be provided for his travelling expenses. In case of
treating the gang chief, every thing must be prepar-
ed and served at the best . . . this is what we eall the
code of honour and Hospitality of the highway man.
Mrz. Lia, whom I have just referred to is popular
among the highway men. Despite the guards’ union
effort to employ him, he concealed his name and
worked contentedly as farmer. The very fact that
he would come and be your guest of honou: is
equivalent to organize a guard’s union in your city.
Leisurely he would go and loaf in a teahouse, and

1, pass word m . 2. hide-outs HiR. -
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there he would pick out highway men -from -the
ordinary passersby just at a glance! and buy them
tea and say hallo. Within ten days or half a month
all the gangsters would know he is here, and orders
would be given not to disturb the region he set foot
upon. It is for t.is purpose that you need forty
extra taels besides the sixty for his orderlies.?2 As
regards the thieves and petly rebbers they steal reck-
lessly and with no system. There is enough police
to break their news secretly. So before ihe loser
makes the report, the police and detectives would get
hold of them first.- Amnd if thieving cases occurred a
little distance from the city, the assistants have their
friends to round them up elsewhere. Among the ten
pelice men, practically only four or five will be in
active duties. ~The remaining four or five will bLe
employed as ushers to run in front of your sedan
chair {o keep up your dignity, or used as messengers
to deliver messages and run errands *

Upgon this, Sen-began to make amends: “What
you have just said-is really a good scheme,’ he said.
“But as he bag refused the invitation of the Trans-
port Guards’ Union, do you think he would be will-
ing to come under my employment??”’

_ “07 cou-se he would not come at your invita-
tion,”” answered La-“is‘an. ““That’s why I ought te
write him a 1 tter in detail, appealing to him with

1. at a glance F—. 2. orderlies 2%, 3. under my em-~
ployment S2IERE.
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the high ideal of saving the innocent people. With
this appeal I am sure he will come, and what is more
28 we have been intimate friends of a very old stand-
ing, T am sure he will accept. This is because when
I was twenty years old, I began to visualize that the
world would be in turmoil! in the near future, and
this idea led me to pay special attention to the
potential military genius, and T made many friends
who could discuss military affairs with me. When
this Liu was in Honan, we were sworn brothers and
pledged? ourselves to serve the government whenever
necessary. All my friends agreed to render mutual
assistance in a critical hour. We paid special atten-
tion to geography, military fermation, manufacture
of armaments and boxing. Hach of us was specializ-
ed in a special subject, Liu was the one who special-
ized in boxing. But we realized not long afterwards
that government and the ruling of a country required
talents and trainings different from ours, and what
we had studied were all useless. We departed, each
finding & way to make one’s living and discarded the
former ambitious thought far into the ocean depths.
Nevertheless, our friendship will never die away, and
if T write to him, I am sure he will consent to come
and serve.”

Hearing this Sen jossed successively and said:
“Since my appointmeni® to the post I have never
sleep in peace. Now that I have heard your plan, I

1. turmoil #8l. 2. pleaged $#y. 3. appointment {4, .
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Teel as if just awakened from a heavy dream, or just
Trecovered and arigen from a sick bed. T am indeed
fortunate. But may I ask to whom we may intrusi?
this letfer? ¢“If must be delivered by a reliable
friend,” answered Lao-ts‘an, “one who is eapable of
enduring every conceivable hardship. But we must
also be eareful in choosing the messenger in another
respect. Should we order an ordinary person to
<deliver the message, we should be despising him, and
‘he certainly would not accept the offer, buf blame me
instead.” “Oh, certainly, certainly,” repeated Sen,
“*my brother will be here to-morrow, and we can ask
his fayour to take up the job. But when will you
“write the letier, my dear sir? Will it be your pleasure
“to write at onee?’® I shall not go out to-morvow,’?
answeged Lao-ts‘an, “I have been writing a letter to
“Governor Chuang which will not be finished until
“then, but I promise you to hurry up the same to-
morrow, for I shall {ake leave the day after.”?
““Where are you heading for?”’ inquired Sen. ‘First
I shall go to Tung Chang Fu to see the ancient
‘Scripts and the Sung editions of the Shac-hui’s
family,” replied Lao-ts‘an, ‘““and then I shall go back
to pass my New Year in Tsinan. After that my
-destination? is unknown even to myself. It is late
now. Let us go to rest.”

As Lao-ts‘an was saying this he rose. Sen order-
ed a servant to light a bamboq torch to usher Lao-

1, introst %58, 4456, 2. destination H .
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bs‘an back. As he stepped to the door and raised the
curtain, the sky and earth was in one colour. The
snow had fallen hard and every thing was in misty-
white. The colour was so penetrating that it seemed
to make the eyes swollen.l The steps were covered’
with snow seven or eight inches deep, and was un«
passable. Only the small lane leading to the upper-
chamber was often iraversed, and the servants kept.
sweeping away the snow, but the lane leading to the
lower chamber was completely burried under the.
BROW.

Sen ordered a few hands to clear the way quickly
in order to leli Lao-ts‘an returned to his reom. As.
Lao-tsan pushed open the door, the light had already
gone out. The waiter brought in a candle-stand and
two red candles. Lao-is‘an lighted them and made.
an effort to continue his letter. But it was of no use.
The inkstand was stubborn? and resisted his control.
The only way left was to go to sleep.

The next morning the snow had ceased to fall,
but the weather was colder than the previous day.
Lao-ts‘an rose from his bed, ordered five pounds of*
coal and lighted a big fire pan. He also told the.
servant to buy several pieces of transparent® paper
and pasted them on the broken window frame. In a
moment, the room began to warm up and the atmos-.
phere was different from yesterday. Warming up.

1. swollen FEME. 2. stubborn {iig, #£%. 3. transparent B
5. :

— 212 —



ko } WIS 0 RERM—6 » HBE ToriREmm
He - BERaBEEIREE o B TRSEE T-LAT
B ETBET o REELBBAFIDN—KE - RAEN
A S FIUTMEREE - BIREEN—EREETEE
% RAME—HaET o

R ARG — s » BRI o #EM
o BEET o LERT—REE - EXAE > TS
B BRBE > BERSERES  FERE » RS
T o

BITRH » Bk - BRATERF » BABER
FETETAS » FHT—~EAKE » IR THRSE B
SEFSREE T 5 ERIZE - BEEEAEE » 3 a6y

HWRT s TR - 0 ARERENE » RS

— 213 —



the frozen inkstand till the ink melted he finished
the letter begum the day before. He also finished
the letter to Liu Jen-fu, and delivered them o Sen
personally.! The latter fixed a sign for express
delivery and had it sent to the post station. Then
he put the second letter into his pillow box. At this
moment the waiter began to bring in dishes and rice.
over which they talked and enjoyed themselves.

As they were talking a servant rushed in and
gaid: “The second master and the adviser had arrived,
sir. They had secured rooms to the western side of
the shop, and they will scon come over after washing-
their faces.” In a while, there came a man about
forty-five with no whiskers.2 Tle wore a short fur
jackel over a long gown, and his woellen shoes wers
wet with snow. Hurrying across the room he jossed
to his brether. ¢“This is my younger brother Tsu-
ping,” introduced Sen. ‘“And this is Mr. Tieh ”

Tsu-ping took a step further and said, “I have
been longing to mee’ you, sir,” and he was infer<
rupted® by Sen who asked: “Have you bhad your
dinner, brother?” ¢“Oh, no,” replied Tsu-ping. I
have just arrived and washed my face, and I haven't
had any dinner yet.” In response to this Sen
shouted to his servan'*s and said: “Tell the cook 1o
prepare a meal for the second master.”> “I prefered
to take my meal with the old man later on,” inter-

1. personally i, #i#. 2 whiskers &#. 3. interrupied §§;
a, ITEEEE.
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fered Tsu-ping.. But the servant replied and saidy
*I have already ordered the coek to send you and the
adviser a full table, sir.” At the same time the
-eurtain was raised and another servant came in with
-2 heap of red cards in his hand. Knowing that this
"was a prelude! of the adviser to visit his boss, Lao-
ts‘an took it as a pretext? and departed. )

After dinner, Sen again invited Lao-ts‘an to the
upper chamber and asked him in the presence of
Tsu-ping the way to the Peach Mountains where Liu
-Jen-fu lives. “What will be the shortest way to go
there?” asked Tsu-ping. “I myself don’t know by
“which way to go there, sir,” answered Lao-ts‘amn.
“But in yonder day we went up to the eapital first
‘and rode with the tide of the Yellow River till we
arrived at Ping-yin Hsien. TFrom this city you
travelled south westwards for thirty miles and you
will find yourself at the foot of the mountain. Here
you will not find any carriage to escort you, and the
‘best way is to bring 4 donkey.

When you arrive at a small plateau® and began
“to ascend the mouniains, it will be advisable to ride
on the donkey, but when you encountered narrow
and dangerous passes, it is befter to walk on foot.
Leading up the mountain are two main routes,
About ten miles from the western route you will find
2 temple of Kwan Ti. The taoist who lives there is

1. prelude Bj%, p¥. 2. pretext 7£5, niR. 3. platean Pk,
.
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in constani confact® with Liu Jen-fu, but yeu will
also get the detail from the inhabitants of the temple..
At this juncture? you must be careful, because there
are tw» Kwan Ti temples on the mountain, one on.
the east and the other on the west. What I referred
to is the western one.” When Tsu-ping had got a.
clear idea about the route, they retired.

The next morning Lao-ts‘an packed his luggage,.
and then went out to hire a donkey cart. After Sen.
had gone to the Yameén, he affized a letter to the fur
coat which Sen had presented him the night before:
and handed over the whole package to the hotel
manager, asking the latter to deliver it to Sen as.
soon as he was back. The manager put away the
package in a wooden trunk and said farewell to Lao-
ts‘an. As he was heading for Tung-chang Fu, he
reached there in two or three days of toil and moil,®
and accommodated himself in a hotel for the night.
The next day after break’ast he went out fo search
for bookstores. After looking in the street for a long:
time, he spotled a small one. Half of it was a
stationery store selling all kinds of tablets and pens.
The other half was the bookstore proper. He walked
to the latter side and asked for ancient scripis. Thre
salesman showed him an ample quantity and they
talked sbout different books.

1. in constant confact {52k 2. At this jucture S 3
toil and-moil e,
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As they were discussing, a man eame o prick at
Laoc-ts‘an’s sleeve and said: “Please hurry back as
quickly as you can, sir! An official messenger from
Tsao Chow is waiting to see you, so please hurry.”
Having heard this Lao-ts‘an said to him: “Will you
please tell him to wait? I will be back very soon.”
“I have been looking all over for you for a long
‘time,’” explained the man. “And our hotel manager
is all exeited, so will you please go back early?”?
“Every thing will be all right,”” answered Lao-ts‘an.
“You bhave already found me, my man, and have no
responsibility! for what even that may happen,
Please go.”

The hotel boy was excited. The mauager of the
bookstore, after seeing that the boy bad been away
for quite a distance, began to speak io Lao-is‘an
stealthily? and said: “How much is your luggage in
the hotel worth? Do you know any reliable persons
in this place?”® “My luggege in the hotel is worth
very little,” answered: Lao-ts‘an, “and I have no
intimate friends here. But why do you ask me these
questions?” “The present prefect in this place 'is a
certain Yi,” answered the mamager. ¢This person
is hard to get along with.? He doesn’t care whether
you have any thing to say about what he thinks is
right, and will put you into the death cage whenever
he likes. Now that an official messenger has come

1. resposibility ${4&. 2. stealthily i8ifin%, €24:6y. 8. hard to
get along with I, R HRANT.

— 220 —



RAAT A » 8 THERS » % [B5E
FE o WHIFEARIE N » SEBREBEN o Rk
o I EBIET W ¢ [REFIMSER » RsE—al
FEEET o I BAE : [REH LRTEERT o 2R
MR TASE - (CERBTEEE o 1 28 : (AR
B o IREEHE TR » ORRARRT o fRERE > |
JEATEE » BEBEOE T EBRGET » IS
BIEBRE : [REEEFEESS8 7 SbaaRE
HIRAIE ? | 28 [ RIEEITE B o Tolh
TMESIHE A o (REME B EREEIR 7 | SEE
: [ EMBREEEIA o EANREFEN : R IFAIL

Bgl » REMLBERETE » R ETHRT - REERY

+ 221 —



from Tsao Chow to see you, I do hope no one hasg
picked on you, sir, yet I can’t help thinking that it
is likely to be bad news. Why don’t you take this
opportunity and escape? As your luggage is worth
very little, you can leave it behind. Your life is
indeed more valuable, sir.”

“I am not the least afraid,” answered Lao-ts‘an,
““for he dares mot regard me as a robber, and I am
«quite at ease,” and nodding continuously, he went
‘out of the shop. There was a carriage coming to-
~wards him, part of it was occupied by people and
part by luggages. Lao-ts‘an’s eye was quick, for he
-only glanced at the carriage and shouted: “Is that
fellow brother Chin?” He hurried fowards the car-
riage as one of the occupants jumped down from it,
The latier stopped for a2 moment and said: “‘Are you
‘brother Tieh? How did you happen to come here.
Why are you in this place?”

‘““You had better take a rest and come to my
hotel. Where on earth are you come from?*> Lao-
ts‘an inquired, “and where are you heading for?”*
“I came down from Chili Province to settle my
‘family affairs and indeed I can not wait any longer.”
¢If it is an urgent as that, I shall not delay you,”
-gaid Lao-ts‘an, “butl please tarry? for a while so that
I may write a letter to brother Liu and ask you to
-deliver it.” Saying this he bought a pen, a few
pieces of lefter paper and an envelop from the

1 farry =3, 5.
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stationery, and barrowing ap inkstand from the same
place, he wrote a letier hurriedly. He handed it
over to brother Chin and jossed and sald: ““Being
unable to accompany you to a distance and say you
farewell, I am indeed sorry for it. But when you
meet my friends please render my best regards.*”?
Brother Chin went up fo the carriage with the letter
as Lao-ts‘an strolled back to the hotel.

1. render my best regards RETE, KRB,
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CHAPTER VIIL
TIGER AND BEAUTY

When the hotel manager scutiled to him with the
-ominous tidings that the police from Ts‘ao Chow was
looking for him, Lae-ts‘an felt surprised and worried.
Could that fellow Yii Hsien take me to be a robber
to0? He thought with: indignation.? Asg he reached
the hotel, a Yamen runner rushed forward, and to his
astonishment, saluted him and handed him a letter,
with a package: ¢Sir, best regards from His Excel-
lency Sen.””

Lao-ts‘an heaved a great relief. As he had
declined the fox fur, Sen sent him now a piece of
sheep skin instead. Amnd in his letter, he insisted that
Lao-ts® an should fayour him by accepting it. Lao-ts,-
an laughed and spoke #o the runner: ‘Do you belong
to the Ts‘ao-chow Fu?” I belong to the Cheng-wu
Hsien, under Ts‘ao-chow Fu,’® the messenger ans-
wered politely.

““The hotel man has misinformed? me by omitting
the name of the ‘Hsien’,’’ Lao-ts‘an cursed to himself.
Meanwhile he wrote a note of thanks and sent the
man off with a tip of two taels. Two.days later he
found out that precious collection of books of the Lius

1. indignation f{ff#%. 2. misimformed 43,
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was actually locked up in trunks, and even their own
relatives were barred from their use. He felt sad and
gloomy.

When Lao-is‘an declined the fox fur, it was Sen
Tbu-pmg who persuaded his brother thsﬁ it was too
precious a present for Lao-ts‘an to a.ccept and useless
to him as well. No one could expect & man to put on
a fox gown with a cotton jacket. It wasinappropiate.l
So finally a piece of sheep skin was decided upon that
was big enough for gown, and jacket fogether.

After seeing his elder brother off, Sen Tsu-ping
ordered a carriage from the Hsien governinent and
bheaded for Ping Yin with some attendants. He
abandoned the carriage for the horse and engaged
two small carts for the luggages. Now he had come
to the foot of the Peach Blossom Mountain path on
horse back, he sent it away and hired a donkey from
a shabby village inn instead. He had his lunch
there, and leaving the village, he found himself a3
the bank of » sandy viver. The width of which wa%
over & Ii, but it was day and full of sand, the actual
gtream bed being only a few chang? across. Over the:
stream spanned s wooden bridge and though it was.
frozen, a gurgling® was heard from beneath like the
delightful clinking of pendant trinkets—the clashing:
of the floes? in the stream.

1. inappropriate THI, FHK. 2. chang 3£, 3. gurgling ¥F
A, 4. foes Bk,
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Beyond the sandy river was the Bastern Gully.
The mountain ridges, intricate and indistinguishable.
extended from the south toward the traveller. Sen.
could only see two long ranges of ridges and peaks,
one piling on another, and as they approached him,
they met and became one. The ravine on the left
was called the Eastern Gully, the one on the right
the Western Gully. The latter, after it had collected
all the streamlets, méandered? thrice before it issued
out of the hills into the open, and thai was the sandy
river mentioned above.

As soon ag he had gobt infto the Peach Bldssom
Mountains, Sen saw a peak towering above him like:
a screen, densely covered with forest trees and rocks.
After a snow-siorm, it presented itself as & sheer
beauty. The rocks were blue, the snow white, the
trees and their branches a buff,2 interspersed here and
ihexe with patches of green pines, just like the moss.
we saw in painting. Enjoying the mouutain scenery
on the back of a donKey, Sen’s heart was inspired
with poetic fancies.

Amidst this poetic essay, Sen suddenly heard a.
crackling voice, his legs yielding, and before he
realized it, he was rolling down the mountain side
toward the brooklet. As he rolled and dropped, the
‘thin layer of ice over the snow cracked and yielded.
Sen felt as if he were rolling on a spring mattress,
unhurt, until he was stopped by a large piece of rock.

1. meandered 3. 2. buff P,
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He scrambled? to his feet again, but they sank about
two feet deep info the snow. Looking up he saw the
donkey still upon the snow-clad path, its fore legs
‘were free, but its hind legs still sunk deep as his own.
He gave 2 shout to his attendants, and to his horror,
he found not a sidgle soul around.

Then a comforting thought dawned upon him:
the donky was more nimble and facile on the snow
than the heavy earts with the luggage, even with
one pulling in front and another pushing hehind.
Angd he was too intoxicated? with the mountain scen-
ery to notice that he had left his attendants half a 1i
behind him.

With his legs deep in the snow, Sen made futile
efforts to move, soon he gave up and waited patiently
for his followers. Inhalf ap hour they and the carters
came up to the spot but they did not know how to get
their master up. After a long consultation among
themselves, they finally decided to haul their master
up with the ropes from the luggage carts. Sen tied
himself around the waist with one end of the rope,
and his attendanis and carters succeeded in heav ng
him up safe on the road again. The servants brushed
away the snow from his elothes, and soon he was again
on his donkey that forged ifs paces ahead slowly.

The mountain stone pass? rising up and down
abruptly, though not exactly as narrow-anl winding

1, scrambled J@fezk. 2. intoxicated Bk, 3. pass M.
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as “‘sheeps intestines,”! was exceedingly slippery
.and dangerous under the snow. For three hours they
had, barely covered a distance of eight li. The vil-
lagers had iold Sen that the journey was about fifteen
i, and now it had taken three solid hours to eover?
only half of it.

The sun sets early in winter, and as they were
shielded by mountain ridges on both sides, the day
seemed to be fast getting dark. When these thoughts,
were worrying him, Sen found it was actully dark,
so he drew up the bridle and spoke to the carters:

“Tis dark now, and we still have six or seven 1i
to cover. The journey is diffieult and the carts slow.
What can we do?*> “There is no way out? Sir”,
answered the carbers, ‘“fortunately this being the
thirteenth of the Moon, the moon will be up early.
Anyhow we have to finish our journey. This remote
mountain pass probably is tec remote even for robbers.
So it may not be dangerous to travel late at night.”

“Hven if there be robbers, we haven’t got many
things for them to rob of. The only thing we are
afraid of is the tiger, the leopard, the wolves, and
other beasts of prey. It is dark now, and if they do
come, we shouldn’t have the least chance to escape!®

“There arn’t many tigers around here, sir,”
answered the native carters, “besides, they wouldn’t
hurt men, for they are under the control of the ‘sacred

1. “sheep’s intestines’ 2. 2. cover 73i@. 3. no way out
Bk,
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tiger” (the god and king of that heast). The only
danger is the wolves. If we hear their howls, let’s get
our clums ready and fight them off.»

As they were talking, they came to a dried bed of
2 mountain stream. It was a small caiaract? dried up
by the wintryeale. And under the cascade? of rocks
was 3 difch over two ehang in depth and in breadth.
Witk & sleep hill on ome side, and a deep ravine on
the cther, the travellers came to stop.

Ben fel{ timorous® and did not know what to do.
He held his.donkey and waited for the carters. When
they arrived he shouted fo them in 2 trembling veice:
“We are undone now! We have taken a wrong path
and came to a hell!”

Resting the carts to recover their breath, they
answered: “It is impossible! This is the only read
and we have followed it carefully. Le#’s have a
lock around.’?

One of the men venturing forward thirty or forty
steps and returning. “There is a path ahead, sir,
though it is rather difficult. You had better get down
from that donkey and see.”

Sen alighted and went forward as told. He found
a big rock along which a stone bridge was built. But
it consisted only of two thin stone slabs, barely one
foot each in width and the two slabs were not set close
together, leaving an opening of several inches between

1. cataract 4. 2. cascade FiFY, F7§%. 9. timorons H:, M
.
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them. Besides, it
ingly slippery.?
“QOh, heavens!
me to crogs this!
Reslly T haven’t £
look at the bridge
right, sir. We all
aren’t afraid of sli

tured g 1rial, and 2
Shouted triumphantly:
was back and suggested to the group:
the cart over by fo

“Well, you cay
Sen, “but how aboy
Let
‘COh,
Tell you
with fear, and 1 ¢
may lie down and ]
and two by the fo

all rsght, sir.
you across.”
eross if.

said Sen timidly.

was covered with ice, and exceed-

» eried Sen, *how do you expect

A slip of the foot would finish all!

\e courage to eross it!” Taking a
the carters all agreed: Tt is all
haveour rush sandals on, and we
ppery stones.” One of them ven-
s he scurried across the bridge, he
“Basy! Hasy!” Soon he
“Let’s carry
ar. We have o do if twice.”

n carry the carts over,” interposed
1t the donkey and myself? “It’s
’s hold your arms, and we’ll help
no! Even with that I dare not
the truth, my legs are numbed3
imply ean’t movel” “Well, you
et two of us carry you by the head,
ot.», “That wouldn®t do either!”

At last some ope suggested to tie Sen around the

waist with a rope.

He' could then cross the bridge

with one man holdi
rear end of the rope.
by Sen and successfully carried out.
simply refused to mmove.

ng the front end, and another the
This suggestion was accepied
But the donkey
They had to cover its eyes

with a piece of clpth, then one man led it by the

‘1 slippery #F. 2. rush sandals ¥k, 3. numbed fok.

— 238 —



N EEER - AENE BN - IBEBIBGe

FoE [ UHERT | SEERRE T AR
! RERGEEETE | )| BERARETE: [ RE
B AT o FARPEGDESETE - BTREE
B R o J—EASE : [ SREEBRR I 5%
HHEMEBET  WEERE : [HR k! I3
R : [ BT H e - REEE A
BB ERC |

BFEE : [ EFEEEE s REERBE o —I5
BT ERIR? 1 BISE ¢ [ A » RERIkecs
gk MSHRAARET c I 7B (REAAK
%> RBEATE o LHEDR | REPRDERT » 3
EREERIE ]

BERT : [ AEREEE ¢« (B AolE T4 » BRI
TBAEE - BIEARE » efeeask - fu 2 | T3
T [RE AR I R—BEXH: [ BREEE H
BT - RERAES > RMBE » —EEN TS —H

I > —EB T RTE BT « EEEE - (RN
F—itk > BRAAET o JFER  [UFER- 1 RE%

— 239 —



bridle in the front while another drove it from behind
with a whip. When %1l had safely landed a$ $he other
side,? it was quite late already. The trbes cast their
shadows on the ground, for the moon was already up
and bright

They smoked and rested for a while before they
forged on again, and ‘harcﬂy ha d:they walked thiry or
foﬁy steps, when, they heard two oud roarings in the
distance. Instanty all the carters cried oui: “The
tiger! the tiger!”” They went forward and listened
carefully, and then dropped the cartsand said: “Sir,
you had better-dismount. The tiger is coming ffom
the west, and the zoaring shows it is getting nearer
and mearer. We had betier hide ourselves first, for
when the tiger is-in Slghtglt would be too late.”

Sen'get down accordingly. The carters tied the
donkey 10 a young pine by the roadside, intendidg to
sacrifice the animal to save the men. They put the
carts beside the donkey, while they themsslves reirea-
ted thirty or forty steps and hid. Sen was in a cleft?
in%he rocks. Some of the carters crouched under the
foot of the rock, covering themselves with snow.
While two of them climbed up on a iree watching
eaflitiously westward.

Under the bright moonlight they saw a big animal
charging up the western peak, and when it reached
there, it roared. With one rush it was on the western

1. landed at the other side I TNE. 2. clelt FARK.
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stream already. Again there came another menacing
Toar, and the men trembling with cold and terror.

The tiger stocd on the western stream, its big
eyes particularly bright and piercing under the
moonlight, looking at the men, not at the donkey.
‘With another roar, a shrink of body, the tiger was
charging straight toward the hiding party. Though
a very calm night they now heard the trembling of
the tree tops and the rusting of the falling leaves,
and above all, felt a cold sir piercing their faces.
All were benumbed and stupified.

They waited for a long time, yet the tiger had
not approached them. The two carters on the tree
tops, braver than ths others, came dewn and shouted:
“It’s gone! The tiger is gone! Come ouil®’

One by one the careers and the attendanis stole
-out, and as they dragged Sen ou} of the cleft in the
rack,  he was still stunned with horrer.! If ook a
long time before he, could open his mouth and
stuttered: ““Are we still alive?”

“The tiger is gone, sir.’”> “How could that be?
No casualty?”? <1 gaw it dashing up here like the
wind,” the carter form the free ftop replied. “Ii
Janded at a spot farther up than our tree tops, slightly
-over seven or eight chang away. Assoon asitreached
there, it jumped up the eastern peak, and with a
roar, it moved eastward.”

1, stunned with horror g5 7. 2. casualty FEf.
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Ben was greafly relieved by the roport: “Buf
my legs are still numbed and without strength. I
couldn’t even stand en. my own feet. What can I do?”

“Aren’t you standing up already?’” the rest cried
in a voice.

Sen lesked down, and to his surprise, he was
-actually standing up. He laughed, embarrassed, “I
am not myself now!® The rest held his arms and
‘helped him to walk a dozen steps. Revolving the
freedom of movements, he sighed: “Pure luck that
‘we’ve escaped the mouth of that tiger. One more
'slippery stone and I shall be finished! And the
'hunger and cold.”

They reached the young pine and found the
donkey collapsing! on the ground, almost scared to-
|death by tht tiger too. The attendants got the donkey
rup and helped Sen o mount it. The party resumed
'their journey in slow steps, while, turning a corner,
Ibands of lights and outlines of houses suddenly
‘jumped into view. All eried out in unison: “Thank
,heaven! We’ve come to a town!”

.BEvery one was excited and happy, their sieps
'became lighter, evenr the donkey seemed mno longer
Janguid? and hesitating.

In a moment they approached under the lighis.
But it was not a town. Only a few hotises dotted the
hill gide here and there, the slops making them look

1, collapsing & F. 2.languid geiE, T4,
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like terraced rmansions. The party called a confers
ence,! decided that they had io knock at some door-
and ask for lodging over night. They couldn’t go on-
any. longer- )

This decided upon, the party approached a fair
size house with a stone wall inside which were about
a dozen rooms. After a few knockings a grey beardek
old man appeared with a lighted white candle in his-
hand. ‘““What do you want?”

Sen stepped forward with his best smile and
explained: ““We know very well that this is net a-
hotel, but we couldn’ go on. So we want to ask your-
favour for a place to spend the night.”

The old man nodded and said: “Wait a moment,..
let me agk the Miss first.> With that he went in.
without closing the door.

Sen was surprised at the expression that suggested”
a miss in charge of the country establishment. Well,.
it maybe a very old:spinster,? an old aunt or some-
thing of the sort.

The old man soon. reappeared with a middle-aged
man announcing. ‘“Please come in.”> Inside the-
wall there was a row of five rooms, with a dozen steps:
leading to the door at the centre. With the candle in
his hand the middle aged man guided Sen into the
rooms, while Sen telling his carfers to wait in the
court yard for a whi'e.

1, called a conference Hji—TF. 2. spinster Ri§Z 4.
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Standing at the centre of the hali, the old man
s2id to Sen: “There is a gentle slope in the north,
you had better tell your men to put the carts there
and bring the donkey here.” '

The house faced west and had five rocoms. the
three in the midle opening into one another, while
the side rooms were partitioned off.? The middle
rooms thus constituted a hall, in the northern cormer
of which was a mud divan. The guests rested them-
selves on the divan, leaving the donkey in the empty
southern corner of the hall. The old man asked the
name of Sen and begged him to go inside.

They crossed a passageway, went up a flight of
steps, and found themselves standing on a garden plot
full of trees and flowers. Under the moonlight, and
with a soft fragrance sweet and striking, the garden
seemed to be a sheer beauty. To its north was a house
after the style of a temple, surrounded on.all sides by
verandas? with beautiful railings. Inside the house
hung four delicated paper lamps with mottled bamboo
frames. It consisted of three rooms, twe joint and
ons partitioned off as a bed chamber, with a brown
cotton sereen hunging at the door.

At this door the old man announced: “Mliss,
Mr. Sen, the guest, is here.

Asg the door sereen was pushed aside, there stepped
out a young girl about cighteen or nineteen, charming
yet réserved,® dressed in dark blue jacket and blue

1. partitioned off FiEEEE]. 2. verandas 3&FS, 5EEE. 3. re-
served B3k,
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skirts. As she saw Sen she dropped a courtesy? to which.
Sen made haste to return a low bow.

“Please sit down,” said the girl, then turning to-
the old man: “Get the food ready immediately, the
guests are hungry.” The old man went out silently.

“May I know your name, sir?*® the girl started
the conversation, “and what have you come here for?*”
Sen told her his errand. “Mr. Liu, whom you want
to interview, used o live here, but he had new moved
to the Cedar Valley.>

“Where ig that Cedar Valley?” Tt is slightly
over thirty li to the west of the town. The pass lead,
ing to it is worse than the one you have just passed.
It is more remote and difficult. The day before last.
father off duty and came home. He told us that a
guest was coming to-day who would be slightly scared
on the way. So he ordered us to stay up late, making
the wine and foods ready. He also left apology for
negligence.”

Sen was greatly amazed by what she had said.
What government office is there in this remote moun-
tain, he puzzled within himself. What could she
mean by on and off duty? And how could a country
girl be so well behaved and dignified? TIs this the so
called refined culture of the hermit? I have to ask
her in detail.

1. dropped a courtesy jREE{T#2.
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GHAPTER IX
MISS JADE TALKS

Sen was greatly surprised to find such 2 refined
damsel! in the country'side. Amnd just ashe was going
to ask her about the ocupation of her father, the door
curtain was lifted, and a middle-aged man came in
with the supper. The girl spoke {0 her servant: “Puf
it on the couch table in the west chamber.”

By the southern window of the west chamber was
a heated couch built of bricks. And adjacent to the
window were 3 long low couch stool and fwo short
ones, with a square table in the centre, which could
accommodate three persons. To the west was a large
moonshaped window framed with glass, and a desk
was placed in front of it. The servant brought in a
plate of buns,2 a jug of wine, a pot of congee, four
plates of vegetable and fruits—there was meither fish
nor meat.

“Sir, help youself, I’ll be back in & moment,”
said the young girl and retired.

Sen was hungry and oold, he drunk two cups of
wine to warm himself first. Then he took some buns
with the vegetables which proves to ! e more delicioug

1. damscl A%, 2. buns $88H.
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than garlic! and meat. After he had taken some
congee, the servant came in with a basin of water for
him to wash. After the washing he relaxed himself
by the room. He suddenly caught sight of? four big
serolls hanging on the northern wall, on whick six
poems were written in an exiraordinary running
style. The long hand was just like dragons flying
and pheenix cancing. So scribbled?® were the ehar-
acters that Sen had to serutinize? al them before he
eould grasp the meaning of the poems. The content
of the poems was extraordinary too, for it was neither
Buddhistic jargen® nor Taoistic gibberish,® and the
more he read, the more he was fascinated by it. He
snatched some paners from the desk by the mcon-
shaped window and copied the poems down.

Then he locked out of the window, and found the
moon was as white 2s snow and as clear as crystal.
Un-er the magical moonlight, a long line of moun-
taing rose higher and higher up to infinity. It seemed
as if it were the actual fairy land. As he no longer
felt tired, Sen was thinking of taking a stroll outside.
But he recalled that they were the same gloomy moun-
tains and moon he saw before he reached this house.
Why have the old moon and the ranges suddenly
become so lovely now? It is our own fe:ling that
makes things different. As he was thinking of com-
posing one or two poems, a sweet and t nier wvoice

1. garlic A5 2. caught sight of FJL. 3. scribbled s,
4. scruiinize Fz%. b jargon [ByE. 6. gibberish TR T &,
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rang oub from his back: “Have you finished your
supper? Sorry to have left you alone.

With a swift turn, Sen saw that the young damsel
was there again. This time she wore a light green
printed cotton coat and a pair of blue trousers. With
this new dress, she looked even more charming. For
her eyebrows were the aspects of hills ir spring, and
her eyes reflections of an antumn stream. And her
white cheeks were iinged with a mnatural red, quite
unlike those powdered and painted faces of fashionable
society girls. A winning smile was lingering on her
lips yet an air of dignity shone forth from her eyes,
which made her respectable as well as adorable.

“Why don’t you sit om the couch and keep
yourself warmer?” the young hostess said pleasantly.

As they sat down, the old servant stepped in and
ssked: “Miss, where shall I put Mr. Sen’s lug-
gages?”?’

“Father left word that Mr. Ben was to use his
own bed, and it isn’% necessary to unpack Mr. Sen’s
luggages. How about Mr. Sen’s attendants?? Have
they had supper already? You better advise them to
repose earlier. And the donkey, have you fed the
donkey?™

“Yes, Miss, P’ve done everything as you ordered.”
“Well, make some tea for us then.”

1. shone forth B§f. 2. attendants Ei§¢
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When the old servant was gome, Sen said to his
young hostess: “Really I shouldn’t sleep here. I
eould share the bed with my attendants.”

“Don’t be so humble, sir,” said the young lady-

¢TIt is father’s order. Otherwise, a country girl like
me would never dare to receive strangers.”

“T am very grateful to you. But may I ask your
name? And your honourable father, where is he on
duty now?”’

“Our family name is T“a. My father is on duly
at the Temple of Azure Clouds, serving by shifts of
five days each. In fact he spends half month here
and half month in the Temple.”

““Who wrote the poems on the scrolls up there?
He must ke an immortal.”

“Qh, he is one of my father’s inlimate {riends.
He wrote it here last yvear. He often comes to chal
with us, and my father likes him very much because
he is also a man without restraint.”

“Is he a monk or a priest? In his poems he
talked like a Taoist priest, and meanwhile he used
ma~y Buddhistic allusions.”’1

“He is neither a priest nor a monk, for he wears
ordinary dress. He used to say that Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism are same groceries with differ-
ent shop-signs.? In fact they all sell rice, salt,
sauce and similar provisions. The only differencs is

1. allusions Biu%, 8&7%. 2. shop-signs 374,

— 238 —



FoEE : [ERSHE BRI o AR R E
FA AL » SRR B o )

KFF: [IABR o RV o T8 > B
AT > BEREEE o ]

P : [SEBA » HHEE o RERTS W
% ? BRNBHTEANE T BRER ? )

LFE : [HOER o RAABBE Ll » HH—
B o ARHRIZER - 4R AT o

FRERE : [EREFHAMAMR ? AR E B
RE?

LFE : [RRROMA » BAHIH » BB
FEIATHG o EWABREALARION » RELRBH.
o]

FoEE : [BARLEMAN » FREE ? U
EIUSER SRR ? B F S bR 7 ]

KT [EEIEEL > LI - ABEBE o .
WEE: [EBE=Z0 Hin= R T =REH BE

PRI ER - FURMBIEREAEMN o TBIERWET

~ 259 —



=

that the Confueianism has a larger shop front.! As
to “tao’ (way, truth, er religion), there are two sides
of it, the outside and the inside. The inside of all
‘120’ are the same, and it is only ibts outside that is
different. The monk shaves his hair as trade-msark
of his religion, while the Taoist priest makes his hair
into a knot. Suppose we ask the monk -0 make his
hair into a knot and put on a crane skinned
gown, then we may call him priest instead. And if
we ask the priest to shave his hair and don an amice,
then we shall call him monk fco. The same rule
applies 1o all of our semses—eyes, ears, nose, and
everything. Hence Mr. Yellow D:agon sings of
what he pleases disregarding creeds and canons.”

“Your {alk is most enlightening indezd, but T
still couldn’t make out where in consist the similarities:
betwean these three religions. And why should you
say Confucianism has a large shop front than the
other?*

“Well, they are similar because they all try to
induce people to do good and play fair. If every one
plays fair then the world would be peaceful. And if
every one becomes selfish the world would be in great
tumult. Why should Isay Confucianism has a larger
shop front than the others, because it is the fairest.
Take Confucius himself for instance he was generous.
to those who prosecuted® him. But Taoism and Bud-
dhism are prejudiced, and in order to get more fol-

i, shopfront j¥w. 2. amice FEMZEE:. 3. prosecuted =
He
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lowers, they even invonted hell and other childish
stories to frighten people. As to foreign religions
they waged wars and started such absurd things as
the erusades.! The Mohammedans even preach that
the blood shed for their ewn religion is something like
the colour of precious carbuncle.? Don’t you think
this is absolute nonsense? But the pity is that
Confucianism has lost ifs leader for s long time.
Confucianists of the Han Dynasty had squandered
away their chances by their begoted emphasis on
punctuation and insignificant words and phrases. In
the T‘ang Dynasty, practically no one touched upon
it. You may contradict my statement by mentioning
the name of Han Yu. Well, Han Yu was a learned
pedagogne® without any philosophical basis. He
barked a great dea], but proved to be mostly nonsense.
He tried to justify the rights of the momareh over
the life and property of his subjects and prosecute
Buddhism and Tacism in his writings, yet he himself
made fricnds with Buddhist monks. But Han Yu had
made the teachings of Confucius inconsistent and
entangling and later Scholars imagined themselves
good C-nfucianist merely by following Han’s hack-
neyed? attack on Buddhism and Taoism. And when
the Sung scholars came along, they reduced the
Confucianism into & most pitiable petty and thread
bare theory.”

1. crusades -+ Hi. 2. carbuncle #rX. 3. pedagogue FhT,&
2%, 4. backneyed HiENY.
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Sen pricked his cars and said: “To chat with
<you for one night is really better than to study fer
4ten years. But according to my opinion, though the
Sung Confucianists may have misinterpreted® the
teaching of the sages, and yet they did help to spread
Confucianism. Take the doctrines of ‘reason® and
‘desire,” and that of observing a respectful vigilance
and being true to your inner nature—though these
were the saying of the ancient sages, yet it was the
-Sung scholars that made them popular, and the mora-
lity of the people have been great improved by it.”?

The young lady gave 2 sweet smile; and glanced
-} Sen with s soupeon? of coquetry. Sen wasfascina-
ted by her compelling beauty, the charm in her eye-
“brows and the freshnsess of red lips, and a subile and
penetrating fragrance completely captivated him.
She stretched forth her soft white hand to grasp Sen’s
-and said: ““Sir, may I ask you: Compare this moment
with the time you were feruled® by your tutor when
you were young, which is pleasanter?”

Sen was emburrassed, and did not know how to
.answer. “Well honestly speaking,” insisted the
young lady, “compare your tutor with me, which one
you like better? To quoie an ancient sage: ‘Omne
-muse be honest, one mustn®) deceive oneself. One
must admit thai one dislikes the ugly and likes the
beautiful.” Confucius once said: ‘I like virtue just

1, misinterpret :d 2YR. 2. soupcon ¥R, ¥k, 3. feruled =%
B R
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as I like beauty.” Mencius once said: ‘Eating and
sex are human nature.” But the Sung pedagogues
insisted thal they did not like beauty but moral
precepis. Were they not deceiving themselves? If
they deceived others and themselves as well, is that
honest? They have missed human nature and human
feelings and adopted perveesions! for truth. I do
agree with you that the Sung scholars wére sometimes
right but those who are immitating them now are
Teally pedants? who take affectations for natural feel-
ings, the most despised by Confucius and Mencius!”

The old servant came in with two old porcelain
tea cups and a pot of light green tea. The room was
atonce infused with a fragrant odour. The girl tock
the tea, rinsed her prelty mouth with it twice. Then
she said smiling: “Talking about these mean cults,
I have polluted® my mouth. Well, no more of it, let’s
talk about something romantic *

Sen hastened to say ‘aye, aye,” and sipped his tea.
A pleagant feeling went straight down from his throat
to his stomach and saliva kept on flewing from the
base of his tongue. As he sipped again, the fragrant
odour seemed to penetrate up his nose instead of going
downward.

“It is wonderful. What kind of tea is this?”
“The leaf isn’t anythiny extraordinary, it is a local
product, rather strong,” answered the young hostess.

1. rerversions MR, TEl. 2. pedants B, HisEsk. 8.
poliuled FHii.
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““But the thing that makes it different is the water,
“we use the water from the eastern hill. And the
higher spot is where a fountain exists the better the
~tea made from it. The water is heated in an earthen-
ware pot and only pine wood is used in the fire.
Combine these three things: good water, earthenware
pot, and a special kind of fuel, the taste eannot but
be good. The leaves used in the cifies are of weak
and inferior quality, and as you have got neither good
water nor good fuel, of course you mever goi good
tea.” :

The conversation was inferrupted by a shout:
“Misgs Jade, why don’t you inform me when you have
good company?’® The hostess hurried to stand up and
repiled: “Uncle Dragon. This is a surprise visit from

you.” A man wearing a dark blue cotton coat strutted

in, wearing neither bat nor jacket. He was about
fifty years old, his beard was jet black and his face
ruddy like vermilion.! He salufed Sen and said:
“Mr. Sen, how long have you been here?”

“About two or three hours, sir. May I know
your name?” ‘Qh, ’ve already concealed my real
name. Now I call myself Yellow Dragon.” “P’m
greatly honoured by your aequaintance,” said Sen
politely. “I’ve already read your masterpiece.”?
“Unecle Dragon, please come up here and join
us,”® said the young hosiess. Yellow Dragon sab
.down and addressed the girl: “Well, Mise Jade, you

1. vermilion #4z, k. 2. masierpiece k.
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promised to treat me with your bamboo shoots, where
are they? T like to eat them mnow.” “Oh, T forgot
to dig them up! And they have been taker bv Mr.
Snow, I think you better get some from him.* Yellow
Dragon laughed and Sen asked the hostess:

“Pardon me, is Jade your name?” “Yes, that’s’
my first namé by which my relatives used to eall me.>?
“Are you tired, Mr. Sen?” asked Yellow Dragon.
““If you aren’t tired, then we can have a long chat.
T advise you %o get up late to-morrow. For the path
40 Cedar Valley is rugged and uneven. And after
this snowstorm, it is hard for you to find the course,
you might fall into abyss! any time. Liu Jen-fu is
packing to-night, he would reach Kwan Ti Temple
about noon to-morrow. And if you start from here
after breakfast, you would meet him just in time.”

Sen was very happy to have this piece of infor-
mation, and he said: %It is a great luck for me 1o
meet immortals tonight. May T ask whether you
wer¢ born in the Tang or the Sung Dynasty?”

Yellow Dragon convulsed with laughter again and
gaid: ‘““How do you know about my long pasi?’’
“Well, didn’t you say in your poem: ‘As I look back
five hundred years have passed.” From that state-
ment, you ought to be over five or six hundred years
old now.” “If you believe every word that is written,
better destroy all books, the poem is my carelegs

1. abyss I=H.
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burlesque,! why should you take it so seriously?’2
When he snatched the tea cup and sipped.

Sen’s tea was mneariy finished, hence the young
hostess poured him some more. Sen hastened to stand
up and said: “Dare not t-ouble you, Miss.>’> After
that he also sipped his tea slowly with leisure. Sud-
denly there was a distant roar outside of the window,
the paper on the window trembled, the dust on the
ceiling quivering down. Sen then recalled his
encounter on the road not long age, his hair stood up
and his face turned pale.

Seeing the guest frightencd by the noise, Yellow
Dragon gaid: “Thig is 2 tiger’s roar, nothing serious.
‘We mountaineers are used to that sori of things.
You city people know that horse and donkey can
kick people to death, yet you are not afraid of them.
Qur attitude towsrd the tiger is just the same. Man
avoids the tiger, and the tiger also avoids man, so it
is rare to have any casuality. Don’t be afraid ef it.””

“It seems to me that the roa: was quite far away.
How is it the paper on the window trembled and dust
on the ceiling dropped quiveringly down??® “That’s
what we call the spell or fascination of the tiger.
Since the place is surrounded by mountains on four
sides, a tiger’s roar is echoed® back by the mountains.
If the tiger goes down to level land, his roar could
not carry with itin such a spell and influence on its

1, burlesque k3. 2. take it seriowsly 2#mmE. 3.
echoed ZFHIEIRE
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surroundings. We have an ancient saying that if
R¥he dragon left its waters and the tiger left the
mountains, even they would be insu'ted. Take those
<afficers in the imperial court, they take in all sorts of
humiliations and never dare te protesi; but when

~ they reach their homes, they scold and beat their
-children and wife to give vent to their angers.l Yet
%the officers dare not resign, just like the tigers dare
‘not leave the mountains, and the dragons the waters.”
Then he turned toward the young hostess: ‘“Miss
-Jade, I haven’t heard you play lute (seven strings)
‘for a long time. Do play it for our honourable guest,
and I shall have the opportunity to listen tco.»

“Ah! Uncle Dragon, you are teasing me again,*
-said Miss Jade. “My lute would make people
laugh. There are plentp of excellent lute players
in Tsinan, why should Mr. Sen hear our count:y
xusic? It is better for me to get your guitar (four
‘stringed ballooned guitar) and let you entertain our
‘guest with a tune or two.”

“All right, all right. Let both of us play then.
And as it is troublesome to move the instruments
around, we had better go into your reom. Luckily
for our mountain people a girl may receive guests in
ber chamber, quite different from those boucoirs? in
%he cities.”

Yellow Dragon came down from the couch, put

1. to give vent to their angers BHHKR. 2. boudoirs &4,
3.
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on his shoes, and then with the candle in bis ‘ha,ndb
he waved to Sen and said: “Let’s go in. Miss Jade,
you lead.>’

Miss Jade did take over the candle and lead the
way. They passed the central hall, lifted the door
curtain of a bedroom and went in. Sen saw therg.
were two beds inside, one with bedding and pillow,
and one with books and paintings. Toward the east
was a window, with a square table standing by. Beside
the first bed was & small door. Miss Jade said to.
Sen:

“This is my father’s bedroom.” Then they-
Passed through the small door by the bed, and stepped
into a raised corridor built with wooden boards. It
turned first northward, and then eastword. It was a
closed passage with glass windows, the northern.
window looked ouf—face to face toward a steep
precipice! that raised its head sky high, and below i
over-looked a deep abyss. Just as they were proceed-
ing aleng the gallery, thundering noise of tumbling
and crashing were suddenly heard, the raised terrace
under their feet, and it seemed as if the mountain,
was falling down. Sen was simply scared o death.

1. precipice KjEE,
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CHAPTER X
A CONCERT

As Sen was scared to death by the thundering
woise nearby, Yellow Dragon hastened to assure him:
“Don’t be afraid, this is an avalanche! of snow and
ice cansed by the triekling water that undermines
their footing.

They turned north again and reached the door of-
a gretto.? The grotto was about the size of two rooms,
with & window at one side while all other walls were
white and smooth. Tis ceiling is round, just like the.
arch of city gate. The grotio was rudely furnished.
Well polished tree stumps of all sizes served for seais,
The tables too, neither round nor square, were made
from ancient vines. Beside the eastern wall was a
single bed made from an old dried raft. Near the bed
were two or three yellow-bamboo trumks, probably
holding clothes and miscellaneous articles. Instead
of candles or lamps two big round pearls shone with a,
reddish glow on the nothern wall. The ground was.
covered with thick rug, a little bit creaky though,
To the north of the bed was a square bookease, filleg
with rough copies that had not been cut. Between.

1. avalanche k. 2. grotto FR.
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the two pearly lamps hung some musical instruments,
two lutes, two guitars, and others that Sen did nof
recognize.

Miss Jade blew out the candle in hér hand and
put it on the window sill. And just as they sat down,
#8:xven or light rolls fearful howling sound came in
-succession. But the window papers did not tremble
this time. “Why are there so many tigers in this
mountain?® gasped Sen.

Miss Jade smiled and said: “When a villager
‘goes into the city, there are so many things that he
-deesn’t know, and city people laugh at him; but you
-¢ity people come to the country side, and show your
Ignorance of everything. T’m safraid some one would
laugh at you toe.” -

“Isn’t that the roar of tigers outside?”® ¢No, it
‘I8 the bark of the wolves,”” answered Miss Jade, ““how
¢ould you expect so many tigers around here. A
tiger’s roar is long, while the barks of a wolf are
short.”

Yellow Dragon moved two small rectangular?
$ables together, and took a lute and a guitar from the
wall. Miss Jade also pulled three chairs aside, and
‘assigned one for the guest. Then she and Yellow
Dragon started to tune up, and after a short consuli-
ation, they played. They started with light and soff
pickings, and a tender and simple tune began to
pervade? the cave. After the first movement the

1. rectangular E538. 2. pervade M3, £B.
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melodies {urned losse and gradually became more
complicated ag the players started to twist their
strings. At first theve seemed 1o he conflict between
the two instruments, but by concentrating one's
faculty?! one began to appreciate their harmonic com-~
bination, like {wo nocturnal birds singing back and
forth. Then the players started o use brush and
cuif more and more after the fifth movement, and the
time became more colourful and extravagant. And
when they reached the eighth movement, it seemed
to soar to s higher level, nobler and purer than ever
before.

As Sen knew how fo play lute himself, he was.
more interested in the four stringed balloon guitar.
H: found the left hand was quite as important for
the guitar as for the lute, a most soothing vibration
of tone resulted from its touches and grazings. At
first Sen was watching the fingering of the player
and the development of melody, but soon he was so.
absorbad in the music itself that he forgot watching
ils mechanics.? As they played on both his eyes and
ears seemed to have ceased functioning, and he feeling
his bzing whole carried up to the skies infoxicated.
Then all of a sudden he was wakened up from his
reveiry by the sudden eeasing of the musiec. He
immediately sprang up from his chair and said:

“What a music! Though I know now to play a
little myself and Pve heard quite a lot of first class

1. faculty 548, §84:. 2. mechanics BN TRAEZINME.
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“musicians, yet I never heard such a brautiful piece,
May I know its name and have you got the
music??? )

“This is called ‘The Ocean and the Wind,’ and i}
has never been produced in book form. Im fact itis
-‘entirely lost to the world, and enly we mountaineer
still preserve the ancient way of playing it. The’
way we play the instrument is quite different from’
yours, for you always play sole with some others to
‘accompany you in the same key. But we always
play duet? or quartet,? and different keys and chordg
“were made to go together and harmonize.”

The young hostess rose up and opened the small-
door on the western wall, but Sen couldn’t make out
‘what she was shouting for. Yellow Dragon also stood
‘up and put the musie insiruments to their old places,

Sen walked nearer the wall, intending to have s,
-eloser examination of the pearls that shone at night..
As he touched it with his hand, to his surprise, it was
‘burning bot. He turned and asked Yellow Dragon:
“Sir, what is this?”

“Don’t you know that it is the pearl of the black
‘dragon?” Yellow Dragon answered with a smile,’
“But why is it hot?> gasped Sen. ¢As it was vomited?
by the fire dragon, of course it is hot.”® *“But how
-could it be so big a pair? It might have come from
fire dragon, but how could the heat remain so long
afterward?”?

1. duet Z#55H. 2. quartet ME4IE. 3. vomited ok,
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¢ ' Well, well,” smiled Yellow Dragon. “If rou
don’t baliave what I say let me show you the real
source of the heai.” Then he proceeded to pull off
& copper nail beside a pearl, and it swung open like
& door. 1t was a pearly shell with a deep oil recep-
tacle,! with & cotton wick burning in the centre,
"The lamp glass was made of cat silver, and at its top
was a small chimney, giving the dark smoke of the
oil an outlet. The whole thing was based upon the
same pTinciples as that of forcign petroleum lamp,
‘but not so elegant as the latter, for it had cark smoke.
Sen. ecould not help smiling. A% a closer look, he
found the shell was just ordinary polished univalve?
shell, so the light was not so shinning as that of
petroleum lamp. )

“In that case, why don’t you wuse peiroleum
Jamp?” asked Sen. “Up here we haven’ got any
store selling foreign goods, hence it is impossible {o
get petroleum lamp. The oil is our local product, in
fact it is nothing different from the petroleum you
use. Nevertheless the native oil is a little bit dirty
locking and its light is dim, hence we have to fix the
whole thing in the wall.”

“How about this rug? What is it made of??
Ben turning his attentiou te the floor. “We called it
*so grass’ *’ answered Yellow Dragon, “because such a
grass is used to make raincoat tco. We cuf the grass
‘when it is half withered, and after drying it in the

1. receptacle B30, 2. univalve B33,
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Bun, we weave it together with hemp. This pices is
the handwork of Miss Jade. Itis damp up here, and
In taking precautionary! measures against disease,
we laid mica? on the ground and put this rug over it.
The walls are also covered with mica powder and red
clay, and it is much better than your lime. for it
helps to avert dampness and cold air.”

Sen noticed there was a strange musical instru-
ment on the wall. It was shaped like the bow that is
used for clearing seed from cotton, but provided with
numerous strings. “What is it?” Sen pointed at
it with his finger.

“It is called ‘kun-hou.”” Sen pricked it with
his hand, but the thing didn’t make a very loud
sound. “I°ve read about it in the Bock of Poeiry,?
but I never realized it is shaped like this. Wouldn’t
you mind play it for me?*

“To play solo with it is net much fun,”” answered
Yellow Dragon. “Let me find out the time first, and
gee if I can invite a guest to do it.”> He went to the
window and looked at the moonlight: “It is only
shout ten o’clock, may be the Sang sisfers are not
agleep yet. T’Ul try to get them.” Then he turned
toward Miss Jade: Do you think they could come?*”

“T’l1 send the old servant to inquire as soon as
he brings in the tea,” answered the young hostess.
Boon the old servant staggered in with a small red

1, precautionary H5sy. 2. mica Z2i3H. 3. Book of Poetry
‘R,
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earthenware stove, a jar of frash water, a tiny tea
pot, and cups. Miss Jade immediately sent him to
invite the Sang sisters.

A moment after they heard some laughing and
chatting voice in the distance. Then there were
trotting steps on the raised ferrace and soon they
were at the door of the grotto.

Tte old servant” appeared frst and announced
the arrival of the Sang sisters. Both Yellow Dragon
and Jade weni forward to welcome them, and Sen
also stood up politely. The two girls came in. One
was about twenty, wearing a purple coat with yellow
stripes and a skirj of light blue, and her hair was
made up into a inverted! kneob. The other was about
thirteen or fourteen omnly, wearing a purplish blue
coat and a pair of red trousers with white stripes.
Her hair was made into a knob on the top of the head
through which was thrust an emerald flower shaped
like an arrow-head. As she walked, the emerald flower
gaily trembled. - ‘

Miss Jade started off with the usual introduction:
“This gentleman is the brother of the Magistrate
of Sheng-wu Hsien. He missed the road station and
put up here for the night. Uncle Dragen happens to
drop in, and we’ve a nice chat together. Mr. Sen
likes to hear the ‘kung-hou,” so we tried fo get you
two ladies here. Sorry to have disturbed your sweet
sleep.”’

1. inverted UK, S,
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The {wo girls said simultaneously: “That’s alt
right. But we are afraid that there isn’t any vefined
couniry music for this gentleman.” “Don’t be too
humble,” murmured Yellow Dragon. Miss Jade then
pointed to older girl in purple coat, “This lady
is Miss Hu, and that is Miss Vietory. Both of
them are our gesd neighbours and most intimate
friends.”

Miss Hu was a fascinating and commanding girl,
with plump! cheeks and long eyebrows. She had
almond shaped eyes, lovely dimples, rosy lips and
pretty white teeth. The younger sister was elegant
and graceful toa. 'The old servrnt moved forward and
poured some pure water from the jar info the tiny
teapot. Miss Jade made two cups of fea for the new
guests.

“Well, let’s start the ‘kung-hou’® now. I#’s none
too early,” drawled Yellow Dragon. Miss Jade hand-
ed the ‘kung-hou’ to Miss Hu, but the latter refused
to take it. “My ‘kung-hou’ isn’ se good as yours.
But I’ve brought with me a horn, and my sister has
brought along her bells. I should think it is better
for Jade play the ‘kung-hou.’ I will blow my horn,
and my sister ring her bells. Do you all agree?”

“Very good idea,” Yellow Dragon nodded with
approval.?

“But what shall you do, Uncle Dragon?” asked
Miss Hu.. %I shall listen of course.”

1. plump BYR. 2. nodded with approval B5HIRH .
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“Don’t be so shameless! Whe would ask you te
listen? 'We used to say that dragons’ sing and tigers
roar, sc you had betier sing, Uncle Dragon.”

“‘Oh, only sea dragons could sing, but Pm a
dragon of the field, that must hide ifself.>> Jade hit
upon an idea for she put down the ‘kung-hou’ and .
scuttled ta the table beside the wall. She tookup a
sonorous? stone instrument and handed it to Yellow”
Dragon: “Well, you had better play the stone
instrument and sing at the same fime. Just keep
the rhythm for us.”

This agreed upon, Miss Hu then fumbled out a
shining horn from her lapel, and started to blow
slowly. The horn was provided with a mouth-piece
and six or seven small key holes, so it was capable of
producing all the notes of the scale quite different
from the monotonous conch? blown in the army.
The horn sounded and its nofes rose and fell in
quite a martial air.

By that time Miss Jade hag already tuned up the
‘kung-hou,” and listened to the rhythm of the horn
attentively. Miss Victory with four bells in her left:
hand and three bells in her right also gazed at Miss
Hu attentively. Amnd just as Miss Hu’s melody was
drawing to an end, the bells jingled instantaneously.?
Closely at the heel of the bells, Miss Jade began to
play the ‘kung-hou,” alternating between quick and

1. sonorous FEEEAY. 2. conch #ig8. 3. instanianecously EiEE
-8
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slow pluckings, interpesed with cuff and brush.
Gradually the bells ceased to tinkle, and the ‘kung-
hou? started ils intriuging duet with the horn. The
duet produced an effect of wild storm blowing the
dust, and the roof seemed to be shaking to pieces.
Meanwhile the bells were mere sparsely sounded,
punctuating? the interludes with great effect.

Then Yellow Dragon, half leaning on the iable
with a raised head, pouched his cheeks and pursed his
lips and sang. Ina moment the sounds of the wind
and string and bells and human voice were all lost to
the audience; for they all blended into a symphony
of wind and wave, the trampling of men and horses,
flapping of flags, clanking of weapons, and the
rolling of distant drums and gongs. This was
kept up for half an hour until Yellow Dragon started
leisurely to beat the sonorous stone with ease; the
‘kung-hou® gradually died out and the horn became
lower and lower, only the sonorous stone kept on
jingling pleasantly. Suddenly Miss Vielory rose
with stretched arms, all the bells rang confusedly
and the music stopped.

Sen stood up with both bands folded: “Thank
you for your entertainment, ’m really grateful to
you 2ll.*® ““We hope you wouldn’t laught at us,”” said
the players. “May I know the name of the piece?
There is war in i, isn’t i4?” “This is called “The
Neighing of Mongolian Ponies,” “answered Yellow

. punctuoating jnim.
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Dragon,” it is a march, for we never play anything’
tame and peaceful on the ‘kung-hou. Sometimes it is
so forcefully pathetict as to make one cry.

The girls started to talk about family trifles, and
soon. they asked to leave. Sen also rose and speke {o
Yellow D.agon: “Tis about midnight now, let’s go
over and cha} at the other side. Miss Jade may want
to retire now.”

So all of them went back through the zigzag®
gallery. The moon seemed to be setting, the precipice
outzide the gallery-window and the upper half still
reflected its rays clearly, while the lower half was
pitch dark. When Miss Jade was back after seeing
her friends off, Yellow Drogon spoke to her: “You
had better retirve, we still want fo chat a while.”

After the young hostess had gone back to her little
cave, Yellow D agon turned to Sen: “Liu Jen-fu is
a good man, of course, but he is too frank and innocent
for the eity. Probably he would stay with you for =
yeal, and af{ter that something will happen.”

“What is going to happen?” asked Sen with an
anxious voice. “Oh, some minor incident,” replied
Yellow Dragon indifferently, “five years later there
will be agitations and embroilings,® and ten years later
there will be s great change.” “Would it be for the
better or for the worse?” “Oh course the worse.
Bat it will be all the same, for the good is evil, and
evil good, and there is none without the other.”

1. pathetic HifERYy, 500y, 2. zigzag MITEY. 3. embroilings
e, JERL.
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“Well, you have certainly puzzled me.” exclaimed
Ben, “good is good, and evil is evil, how could you
mix them up? T used to get headache with the
Buddhist saying, ‘All reality a phantom, and ali
phantoms real.” Why should you use such parad
oxical! phrases to0?*’ )

R LM

- “Well, let me ask you! do you understane the
principle of the moon, why it is bright on the fif-
teenth and dark on the thirtieth?” \

“I know it has mothing o do with the moon
itself. “Tis merely the reflection of the sun thai we
-see, whether it is dark or bright.”

“If you understand that, you ought to undersiand
that good is evil, and evil is good. For the same
principle explaing the brightness and darkness of the
moon.”

“But to me it is quite o different thing. Half of
the moon is bright, and the other half of it is dark,
and it.always remains like that. The bright half
is always bright, the dark half always da-k, and it is

paradoxical §¥E%AY, MIETIAEDY.
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illegical to say that brightness is darkness, and dark

ness brightness.” o

As they were arguing in high spirits, suddenly
some one murmured softly from behind: “Mr. Sen,
you are worng.”
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