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PREFACE.

e mmed

THE Public are here presented witle
a serics of Letters written by a distin-
guished and accomplished General Officer
to his Son, In the present situation of the
country, and under the circumstance of
the recent establishment of a system of mi-
litary education, their publication may
be neither uscless nor unacceptable, by
offering a Manual to encourage in the minds
of young officers an ardour for noble and
valiant achievements.

Trr Writer has taken pains toillustrate
bis positions by the examples of the most
celebrated  heroes who have graced the
page of history ; and it affords him pride,
that many of these illustrations are derived
from the aunmals of his countrymen. The
Lxamples will frequently be found to ex-
hibit wonderful proofs of the energy of the

human mind, where no motives of ade-
a?
(l ra
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quate interest offered themselve€® animate
exertroa: and it will appear that the sim-
ple Leling of dignifi «1 honour has prompt-
ed che greatest deeds, in states the most
arbitrory and in situations the most de-
pressing. 'What then may not be expeeted
from the British soldier who is so power-
fully excited in support of the prosperity of
his own free and happy country ?

Tur Writer has directed it 1o be ac-
knowledged, that the plan and ontline of
these Letters were originally suggested by
an elegant work which appeared about
twenly years since in the French language,
entitled < Conseils d’un Militaire a son
Lils; pav M. le Baron d’A%%% Coloncl
d'Infanteric.”  'That work, however, was
characteriseid so strongly by the national
spirit of the author, that it was necessary,
in adapting even any parts of it to the
feelings of an Faglish reader, o omil
anecdotes which owed their place only to
French vanity, and substitute others, no
Tess applicable, and wore worthy of sober
attention.  The two books will in fact be
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found to differ as much in their contents
and spirit as the Inglish character differs
from the French.

Tie work above referred to bears the
date of 178t Its merit was well known in
France, where it had attained a very high
respect and consideration ; and accordingly,
since the first edition of the preseat LeTrers
was committed to the press, it has been
found that it has been recently republished
at Paris, under a diflerent title, ¢ LeGuide
du Jeunc Militaire ;" with numerous in-
terpolations, consisting of examples drawn
or pretended to be drawn from the effects of
the revolutionary frenzy, obviously for the
purpose of flattering powerful individuals
in the French government.  'The mauner
i which the EFrench editor has cxecuted
tliis part of his basiness indeed is not very
skilful; and whole pages which, in the
original and respectable work, are devoted
to an enumeration of the peculiar virtues
and qualitics of Turenne, are now con-
verled, by the change of names only, into
pancgyrics of their revolutionary chiefs, 1t
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is scarcely nccessary to observe, that in
preparing for the press this new Edition of
the present LierTERS, no use has been made
of these French improvements.

Tuese Volumes are now a fifth time
offered {o the public favour, of which they
have already enjoyed a very great portion:
and are addressed tothe British Army, and
to the conductors of our Military Semina-
rics, as a system of Military Ethics calcu-
lated to produce correct feelings upon all
the points of conduct on which a soldier
can be called to exercise his reason.

- ——

Duwina the present spring, the lditor
has submitted to the Public three volumes
of Essays on the Practice of the Art of
War; and he hopes this new work will be
found not less worthy of public patronage
than the Military Mentor.

April 12, 1800.
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LETTERS

FROM A

GENERAL OFFICER

TO

HIS SON.

LETTER L

MY DEAR SON,

7 OU are now on the point of entering ou a

career, brillimt indeed, but surrounded
with difliculties; and as we are sepurated by o
ereat a distanee, 1 wish by @ course of episto-
lury correspondence, to prepare and fortify yonr
mind heforchand.  In your pregent sitnation you
stand in need of advice; and a father who flat-
ters lamself with finding in vou the comfort and
the snpport of his declining years, is too deeply
interested” in your happiness to mislead you.

VOL. L. i



2 LETTER I.

Receive his instructions then with confidence,
and docility, for they will all be dictated by ten-
derness.

You have made choice of a profession with
which the majority of young men consider iu-
dependance, pleasure, and idleness, as insepa-
rably connected. But do not fall, with them,
into so fatal an error, Understand better the
eourse you are about to take : there is none that
requires more genius and talents; more strengthr
of mind, as well as of body; that calls- for
greater self-denial, a stricter government over
your passions, closer application, more ready
obedience, or a more rigid attention to your ge-
neral conduct.

THIs representation will surprise you, if you
have hitherto listened only to those headstrong
and misguided young officers, who fancy their
uniform is alone sufficient to attract respect;
that their commission will serve them instead of
knowledge, talents, and virtue; and that bravery
is all that is requisite in fulfilling the duties of
their profession, -

AGREE with these, so far as to think that the
professidn of a soldier is the most honourable;
but remember, that it is so considered, only on.
account of the talents and the virtues which fone.
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a part of the soldier’s character. It is upon him
that the other classes of the community, who are
occupied with the various business of civil life,
depend for their safety and protection: they
consider a soldier as at all times ready to shed
his blood for the liberty, the honour, and the
glory of his country; for the preservation of their
property, the defence of his sovereign, and the
public good.

BuT this noble devotedness will excite the
eratitude and esteem of your fcl]ow-cirizeus: onffv'
in proportion as your talents are rendered useful
to the state, and found to merit its confidence,
This is what you must be ambitious to obtain; and
this is the only road that, apart from the aid of
patronage, canconduct you to eminence. With-
out this laudable emulation, however brave vou
may be, you may for ever remain in the lowest
ranks. You must look for success in your career,
solely to your own courage and conduct, If the
principles which [ have impressed upon your
youth, canuot inspire you with this generous
emulation, without which the path to glory and
to honour, isa path only of difficulty,—stop heré,
and unite yourself at once with the humbler
rank of citizen: I should feel less mortified by
your obscurity, and it would be less disgracetul

BQ
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to yourself, to live unknown and undistinguished,
than to fail in a carcer upon which you ought
not to enter without the resolution to arrive at
honourable distinction, or to die crowned with
the applauses of your sovereign and your country.
Do not suffer this view of your situation to
discourage you, but on the contrary, let it in-
flame your bosom with that heroic enthusiasm,
with which it is my object to inspire vou, and
which can alone conduct you to eminence and
honour. 1 will attempt to delineate the path
which you are called to tread. [ shall not per-
haps show it, as it may have been presented to
you, ‘strewed only with flowers: but consider,
that the more painful it is, the more honourable;
and that in proportion as the conmencement is
difficult, the end will be glorious. Let this urge
you to be Taborious, persevering, indefatigable :
for if’ you suffer yourself to he discouraged in
your course, you will never arrive at the goal.
You will find in these letters, the fruit of my
experience uand of my reflections. ““ He that con-
tines himsel( to his own views only,” says un old
author, “ however just they may be, is, in most
cases, less likely to improve, than he that adopts,
compares, and enlarges upon, the thoughts of
others.  [u all ages, men have been ucvus'lumc(f
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to think from one another. It is only after an
attention to the best anthors, and consulting such
as have drawn their reflections from experience,
that we can treat with confidence any subject
upon which we design to write.”

Tur various instructions contained in my fu-
ture following letters shall be supported by facts
recorded in history. Thus the precept and the
example confirming each other, will, I trust,
produce the effects I so ardently desire. Consider
them well; familiarise your mind with the max-
ims of the illustrions warriors and great men
wliose language 1 have horrowed, and make
their sentiments the rule of your actions; they
will assuredly conduct you to glory and 1o hap-
piness,  May 1 live to be the witness of this, and
may it be one day my greatest pride to be called
your father! '



LETTER II,

ON HEALTH AND BODILY STRENGTIL.

NATURE has in vain been lavish of her
endowments, and in vain will an officer have
acquired all the intellectual qualifications ne-
cessary to his station, if he is so unfortunate as
to he preveuted, by constitutional weakness, from
availing himself of these advantages, and is un-
able to support the fatigues of a campaign.
¢ Health,” suys Montaigne, “ is one of the most
precious of gifts; without this, life itselfis scarcely
tolerable: pleasure, wisdom, learning, and virtue,
destitute of this, lose all their attractions.”

HE then who devotes himself to the profes-
sion of arms, ought to do every thing in his
power to preserve a treasure so inestimable, and
to avoid every excess which might endanger it.
Choose your pleasures, and enjoy them: but let
them be of such a character as reason and ho-
nour may approve ; and in order to possess them
long, partake of them sparingly. Young men,
thinking they have so much health and time be-
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fore them, arc very apt to neglect or lavish both,
and reduce themnselves before they are aware:
whereas a prudent economy in each, far from
breaking in upon their pleasures, would improve,
and almost perpetuate them. Be wiser, my son;
and before it is too late, manage both with care
and frugality; and lay out neither, but upon
good interest and security. The elder Scipio
was never known to give into the fashionable de-
bhaucheries -and excesses to which the young
people at Rome wantonly abandoned themselves.
But he was sufficiently compensated for this self-
denial of all destructive pleasures, by the vigo-
rous health he enjoyed during his whole life;
which enabled him to taste pleasures of a much
purer and more exalted kind, and to perform the
actions that reflected so much glory upon him.
How deplorable is the lot of him, who by his
excesses is rendered prematurely infirm! We see”
frequent examples of those who, incapable of
resisting the allurements of indolence, have closed
an inglorious life, by a death yet more disgrace-
ful. Excesses which lead to such a termination,
cannot surelybe pleasures suited to a delicate and
sensible mind.

The military profession is not designed for de-
bauchees, nor for such as are too fond of ease:

B4
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it requires, in a higher degree than any other,
that bodily vigour which ecan bear with indif-
ference, or even with cheerfulness, inconvenien-
ces and difliculties. A strong and robust consti-
tution commonly indicates strength and energy
of mind, though this is a circumstance not sufli-
ciently attended to in our military institutions.
With us, education is wholly moral; nature is
feft to take care of herself.

MaNy whe embrice the profession of arms,
are detenuined in their choice only by their hope
of leading a life of greater gaiety, freedom and
ase, than they had been accustomed to beneath
the paternal yoof, To such indeed as are con-
tent with the idea of remaining undistinguisied in
their first station, or their original rank, or that
which they may attain by the assistance of in-
fluence, or by the regular and slow gradation, the
life of a soldier may in some degree present @
prospect of that kind; but those who are ani-
mated with a noble emulation, and eager to over-
feap the multitude of competitors standing be-
tween them and such honowrs, cannot accustom
thewselves too early to all the wirelemencies and
ciianges of seasons, bunger, thirst, fatigie, watch-
ngs, aid every other inconvenience to whick
soldier is exposed.



ON HEALTH AND BODILY STRENGTH. #

Lycurcus, fully persuaded that bodily vi-
gour is the most indispensable requisite of a
~oldier, considered the education of  children
as the first and most important ohject in a wise
legislation.  T'o this must be ascribed the hevoie
character by which those of his nation were dis-
tinguished in their mature age. A stranger one
day said to the wife of Leonidis: “ You Lacede-
monians are the only women upon carth that
command men.”  “ Because,”
are the only women that prmluu: men” < And

replied she, “we

what men, in fact, were these Lacedemonians 2
They were trained entirely to the virtues and the
qualifications necessary to form warriors; the
Spartan women loved only the bruve; ('uw;n‘-!.\'
were avoided and despised by them.

WhaT avast difference between their educa-
tion and ours! the one no less proper for the
production of ruggediiess and heraism, thau -the
other of softness ind effeminacy.  You have not
been nurtured according to either extreme; [
have neglected vothing that might ensure the.
futare welfare of your body as well as of your
mind: but all my cares will be rendered inefiee-
tual if you give yourself up to that disgraceful
effeminacy of whicly, in the present day, we have
$0 many examples : and if you do not perceive
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how important it is to a young soldier, and to an
officer of light troops in particular, to possess a
constitution capable of bearing fatigue, watch-
ings, and hunger, and of partaking cheerfully of
that coarse and unwholesome diet to which he
may be often reduced.

HovrE not that by advancing in your career,
gour task will become less painful.  The greatest
masters in the art of war have held it their indis-
pensable duty, to set an example to their soldicrs,
of enduring the privations to which their whole
army were exposed. Charles the Twelfth, in the
height of his glory, slept on a bear’s skin thrown
upon two trusses of straw, on which he lay
down in his clothes, in the same way as the
meanest soldier! The count de la Marck, am-
bassador from France, whom this prince greatly
esteemed, persuaded him to suffer a bed to be
prepared for him, to which he consented, for
the first time since the war; but this bed con-
sisted only of a single mattrass, a pair of sheets,
a quilt, and no hangings. Charles lay down at
ten o’clock, and rose at two, in all seasons of the
year; and on rising mounted his horse inunedi-
ately. At five or six he returned, and was clo-
scted with his ministers. He on no occasion took
off his boots, but when he retired to rest. He
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dined at four, and never made more than one
meal a-day; a plain soup, a ragout, and some
poultry, served in one course, and without any
dessert, composed the whole of this royal repast.
His only drinking vessel was a goblet of beaten
iron; his beverage was water; and he admitted
no more than nine covers at his table, though his
guests consisted of general officers and other per-
sons of distinguished rank.  After dinner the con-
versation ordinarily turned upon war, and on this
subject the king could talk as well as he could
act.  Under such a monarch, what othcer would
dare to forget or to neglect any of the duties of
his station?

CouNT WILLIAM, of Schaumburg-Lippe, a
ficld-marshal in the Portuguese service, lived ex-
actly as the men of his army, wherever he com-
manded; and during a siege, passed every night
in the trenches with them. At the siege of Cas~
sel, which was carricd on during the severest
April weather, he never even pulled off the clothes
in which he had lain on the ground, nor would
be shaved, that he mighit not enjoy the least pre-
ference above the private men,

SuwArRow, when in the height of his glory,
led the simple life of a soldier, and never indalged
in luxury and pomp. He slept but a few hours,
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on a hed of hay, and in a tent, during nearly all
the seasons of the vear.  He rose at one o’'clock
in the morning; and ate his only meal, a plain
and frugal repast, at cight.  Tfis usual dress,
botli in winter and summer, was a linen or cotton
coat, which on the day of battle he commonly
exchanged for a short jacket,

When he arrived at Vienna, at the hotel of the
Russian ambassador, he immediately ordered all
the superflizous furpiture to be removed from the
aprtments fitted up for his reception.  Instead
of the beds of down, a cotich was prepared for
him on the ground, of hay and straw, over which
was a mattrass: the soft silhen chairs were ex-
changed for hard matted stools; and all the look-
Ing-glasses tahen out of the room. He had an
extraordinary aversion to looking-glasses, and did
not make use of any during the last twenty years
of his Jife.  The empress Catherine, knowing
this peculiarity in his character, always gave him
awlience 1w a room without that article of furni
ture ",

Prince MAURICE of Orange thought that
2 general of an army could scarcely be guilty of

* Svwarrow’s personal manners and military charac-
ter are dclincated at some length in Leiter xxxun
Vol 23,
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a greater erime than that of indulging himself in
laying a long time iubed. In him who commands
only twenty men, yet greater vigilance is re-
quired; for the gencral has those who always
watch for him, whereas the subaltern is himself
chareed in some measure with the care and
sufety of the army.

TeRENNE pressed hard upon the town of
Venant,  To raise the sicge, it was necessary to
seize on a convoy, which, under an_escort of
only three squadrons, was coming to the French
army at Bethune.  Don Juan of Austria, seneral
of the Spanish army, and the marquis of Carazane
who coramanded under him, slept every day after
dinmer in their carriages. The comvoy appeared ;
but such was the rigonr of ceremony with respeet.
to persons of their rank, that no one dared to
awaken them. ‘The prince de Ligne, who was
at the head of the cavalry, foamed with rage;
but by the regulations established in Spais, it
would have cost him his head it he had daved )
mahe an attack without orders.  The convoy
reached the Frenel camp insafety; and tie gene-
rals learnt as soon as they wohe, that alter this it
was impossible to save the place,

It is not suflicient that the otiicer does not dis-

gust by Lis effemizacy; he ought to encocra
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and to animate by his example. The soldier,
when exposed to every kind of fatigue, and com-
pelled to the hardest duties, bears them with
cheerfulness if he sees his officers sharing them
with him. In such cases, example effects much
more than threats and punishments: he then
sees the absolute necessity of labour, and will be
ashamed to refuse it: he perceives in his officer a
brave comrade; and this consideration, by affect-
ing his heurt, augments his confidence, his esteem,
and his respect.

Caro was fully aware of the power of ex-
ample. To retrieve the war in Africa against
‘Cesar, and to unite with the other chiefs of the
republic, it was necessary to pass the buming
deserts of Barca. This had been before deemed
impracticable. The sage Rowman began the march
on foot, at the head of his troops, clothed in all
his armour, in the same manner as the lowest sol-
dier; and carrying the pila (javelins) in his haunds.
The army, animated by his example, passed
these deserts in thirty days. It was during this
march, that in a dreadful scarcity of water, a
soldier pressed forward to bring to Cato in his
helmet, the little which accident led him to dis-
<over; when this brave and wise general, tuﬁhg
up the helmet, found means, with a small supply
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of muddy water, to allay the thirst of his whole
army.

Excussit galeam; cunctis ct sufficit unda

Tue soldier has not confidence in his officers,
but in proportion as he sees them shew a willing-
ness to share their fortune with him.  When he
is exposed tothe inclemency of the seasons, forced
to sleep on the bare ground, and suffering hun-
ger and thirst; if at the same time he- sees his
officer, well clothed and wrapped up, slecping in
a good bed, and living lusuriously, he murmurs
ut the comparison which he draws, and is soon
disgusted with his own situation,

A YOUNG foreigner, wealthy and of distin-
guished birth, was desirous of muking a cam-
paign as a volunteer in the Prussian armies, with
a view of learning the art of war in that excellent
school. He appeared there with a superb equi-
page, a table profusely furnished, and all the
other appendages of opulence and luxury. He
was soon greatly surprised however to see himself’
treated with very little attention or respect. He
was always posted either with the baggage or the

* & He thiew out the water—which thus proved suf-
ficient to satisfy,shem all"
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hospital, and had even the mortification of not
being present at the bat®e of Roshach.  Finding,
that the representations which he cansed at diffe-
rent thmes to be made to the king of Prussia did
not produce any effect, he determined to go him-
self and state his complaint to hismajestv. “Your
manner of living in my camp,” said Frederic to
him in reply, “is disgraceful: it is impossible,
without economy and self-denial, to support the
fatigues and the duties of war; and if yon are un-
able to submit to the discipline of the Prussian
arniies, 1 beg youto return speedily to your own
country.”

THAT martial air which denotes health and
vigour, and a noble and open carriage the tohen
of}iﬂceri{\', are the most becoming of all military
attire.  Nothing more disgusts a soldier, or is
less caleulated to inspire him with confidence in
his officer, than to observe the latter minutely
attentive in decorating himself, or affecting a
light and frivelous manner.  He reasons correctly,
i supposing that the oflicer who is so much occu-
picd with his personal appearance, must he defi-
cient in more important qualities.  Accomplish-
ments so opposite are not to be ordinarily €x-
pected in the same character. If the fop re-
flected that the most interesting figure in the eyes
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notonly of men, but of women also, is the scarred
frout of o brave and valiant hero who has ren~
dered useful services to the state, he would not
tahe so much pains to wake himself contemp-
tible. .

DumerTs, the most skilful engineer that France
could boast before the time of Vauban, was one
day at dinner with Lewis the Fourteenth.  The
dauphiness, who perceived liim at the table, said
in a low tone to the king, “What an ugly man!”
“[ think liitm very handsome,” replied the monarely;
“for he is one of the -bravest men in my king-
dom.” Dumets was killed at Fleurus.  Lewis
said to the heother of this officer: “ You lose a
great deal; but my loss 1s still greater, by the
difficaity that I shall weet with i finding his
equal.”

I~ all ages there ave, no doubt, heen inen of
effeminate lives; but we rarely find the names of
any such, that have been deemed worthy of being
recorded in the page of history. A single ex-
ample from Herodotns may supply the place of
many on this subject.  When Cyrus had re-
ceived an account that the Lydians had revolted
from him, he told Cresus with consideruble emoe-
tion, that he had almost deteswioed to nuhe

VOL. L. ©
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them all slaves: Cresus begged him to pardon

them: *but,” added he, «that they muy no
more rebel, or be troublesome to you, comimand

them to lay aside their arms, and to wear long

vests and buskins, thus vying with cach other in_
the elegance and richness of their dress. Order

them to sing and play on the harp, let them drink

and debauch, and you will soon see their spirit

broken, and thewselves changed from men to

wonten, so that they will nomore rebel, or give

vou any uncasiness.”  The event answered to the

advice.

Arrie the conquest of Asia, the manners of
the Romaus greatly decenerated.  Depravity
Decame extreme: the youth, effeminated by the
(lvliv’.u‘ivs'of the East, adopted the taste, habits,
and vices, of plavers and courtesins, whom 1t
becanie the fashion to admire and to imitate. It
was not uncommon fo see these infatuated men
affecting the demeanony, the lascivious step, and
cven the voice, of these women; whom they
soon surpassed in their efleminacy, and corrup-
tion of mansers. At the battle of Pharsalia, Ju-
lius Cesar, whose vigilance nothing escaped, or-
deved his soldiers to aim their javelins at the
faces of these young voluptuaries: « Aliles, fu-
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clear ferit1” 1L happened as Cesar had fore-
cocn: these unworthy Romans, vainly attached
to iheir own personal beauty, suddenly betook
themselves to flight, from the dread and horror
of being disfigured by a wound. This revolu-
tion in manners is the epoch of the decline of
the empive. * Luxury,” observes the poet, “mere
powerlul and more fatal than all the anvies of
their enemies, subdued Rome, and revenged the
wrongs of the vanquished universe+.” -

EFrEMINACY cnervates the body, as volul;-
tnousness enfecbles the mind.  Health is de-
stroved by excess of pleasure, and courage is
lessened by long idleness; both are maintained
only by exercise.  Ilow can it be expected that
our young oflicers, intoxicated with luxury, ac-
customed to all the comforts and delights of
life, and softencd by pleasures of every descrip-

&on, will be able to support the fatigues and the
ditticulties of war?

1 cannotT conclude this Letter more usefully
than by some instructions, the result of experi-
ence, relative to the preservation of vour health,
amidst the attacks upon it, to which the very

* « Soldicr, strike at the face!”
4« Victum wlciscitur orbem)”  Lucan,
c?2
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nature of your military duties will incessuntly
€xpose you.

Tue employment of a soldier obliges Lim to
be abroad at all seasons.  Habit therefore inures
him to many changes which to others would be
fatal; but there are precautions to be taken
against unhealthy seasons or situations, of which
be ought not to be ignorant. The effects pro-
duced by the weathier on living bodies, princi-
pally depeid on its degree of heat or cold.  Ex-
perience however has shown, that Liealth may be
preserved even during considerable extremities of
heat or of cold, provided the weather be dry,
The combination of lieat or cold with moistare,
is thie chief source of disease.

During great degrees of heat, officers should
endeavour to get the marches or military ma-
aeuvres finished before noon. Where that is im-
possible, they will find considerable protection
from the rays of the sun by introducing a folded
handkerchief between the hat and head.  The
same conirivance placed between the shoulders,
or on the breast, produces a great degree of
cooluess, nut only by absorbing the perspiration,
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circulates freely; and it is a much safer practice
than throwing open the breast,

When over-heated, it is extremely dangerous
to lie dewn i the shade; and still more so to
drink largely of cold water.  Those persons cin-
dure heat the best, who drink the least.  Thirst
may often be allayed by washing the mouth with
a little water, without swallowiug anv of it*,

* Ixnumeranie are the examples of deathbeing the
dammediate consequence of taking a copinus draught of
cold water when the body was heated by exercise. To
such accidents no class of men are more lable than the
military. After a hot and toilvome mizreh, with the mouth
parched and full of dust, and the limbs fatigued by exer-
tion, it requires no small cffort of steadiness and resclu-
tion to withstand the allurement of a refreshing stream :
but let it be remembered that the draught, in such a state,
may cause the speedy privation of life. If, however,
neither the voice of reason, nor the fatal examples of
those who have perished from this cause, are sufficient to
produce restraint in drinking a quantity of cold liquor:
when the body is preternaturally heated, take the follow-
ing precautions:

1. Grasp the vessel out of which you are about to
drink, for a minute or longer, with both your hands;
this will abstract a portion of heat from the body, and ac
'the same time impart it to the cold liquor.

2. If you are not furnished with a cup, and are obliged
40 drink by bringing your mouth in centact with a stream

c3



949 LETTER 11,

But ahove all, let every one who values his
heaith, avoid drinking spirits when heated; this
is adding fuel to tire, and is apt to produce
the most dangevons influnmatory complaints,
Sometimes, indeed, if a person passes from ex-
treme licat and fatigue to absolute rest (which
ought always to be avoided), a siall quantity of
spirits tahen into the stomach will prevent the
bad conscquences which might arise from cooling
too suddenly.

It is extremely dangerous to sleep exposed to
she noon-day rays of a scorching sun,

The air of the night, after a very hot day, is
often agreeably cold. It is, however, very dun-
gerons to yield to the pleasing freshness which
is produced by being exposed to it.  'Those whe
are obliged to be out should use some addi-
tional clothing, at least a flannel waisteout*;

which issues from a pump or a spring, always wash your
hands and face previously to your drinking, with a little
of the cold water: by receiving the shock of the water
first upon those parts of the body, a portion of the heat
is conveyed away, and the vital parts are thereby dee
fended (in a small degrec) from the action of the cold.

* Wien flannel js worn, it should always be next o
the skin.  Flannel drawers and under-waistcoats are much
preferable to linings of the same materials.
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and even fortiiy themselves by drinking a small
quantity of spirits.

In this country the had effects of cold, espe-
cially joined with moisture, are more to be
dreaded than those of heat.  Winter expeditions
are not to be dreaded as unhealthy, if vou are
provided with stout shoes*, warm quarters, and

* Murrary shoes ought to be roomy, and to rise
high on the ancle.

"I'he advantage of easy shoes was strikingly” 1llmtr'1ted
by some of our regiments who were in Canada duting
the American war.  Of those men who were obliged to
substitute such shoes as arc twsed by the inhubitunts
{formed of a piece of hide dressed with the hair, and
simply tied on the fucet by the corners), not one wis
affected by the cold; while many who wore the usual
regimental shoes, lost their toes, and cven their fect, in
consequence of their being frost-bitten.

Another advantage attending large shoes is, that they
admit of the introduction of some hay or straw. "The
utility of doing this in hot weather miy be learnt from
the practice of waggoners who make long journeys ou
foot. Nothing refreshes the fees more, nor enubles them
better to bear fatigue; but the straw ought to be re-
newed at every convenient opportunity.

A PRINTED paper was circulated from the War-office,
in the month of October, 1797, to the following pure
port:

Cure for sorencss of feet in travelling. A method hag

-

* C4
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plenty of provisions. Moderate degrees of cold
may be counteracted by exercise. The body

been discovered, and has rcceived the authority of his
Majesty’s patent, for preparing a certain material which
has thus, on experiment, been found most cffectually,
and in the simplest manner possible, to prevent or re-
move the soreness which soldiers often suffer in their feet
during or after a march; and the inventor, from a de-
sire to promote the advantage of the service, has pub~
Jished this communication for the purpose of putting the
benefit of the discovery within the power of every soldier,
independently of the patent right.—Method of prepara-
tion: the gut called by butchers the bung-gut, of an ox,
«cow, or sheep, is to be cleansed by scraping it gently
with a blunt knife (or an edged stick) and water, and is
then to be inflated till it is dry: when the wind is to l.e
expelled; and the skin, which will occupy but a small
space, laid by for use. When required, a piece sufficient
to cover the whole or any part of the foot that is injured,
is to be applied, softened in water ; and, as it has already
appeared by report of the regiments in which it was
tried, it never once failed of effect.  Either side may he
used : but the outside is the best; except when applied
for the purpose of prevention, by those who have the
skin of their feet naturally very rigid and dry. One in-
testine will make five or six coverings ; and may be pur-
chased for about a penny : each of the picces used in the
experiments lasted three days, and some five. In warm
countries it. must be of particular utility, as a defence
agains¢ithe insects with which the sand abounds, ‘
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should ‘be kept constantly in motion; and alf
inclination to stand sti'l or to slcep, stedfastly
resisted : for, in this case, sleep would prove the
eertain harbinger of death.

Not a more dangerous error exists, than the
nrotion that the habitual use of spiritucus liquors
prevents the effects of cold : on the contrary, the
truth is, that those who drink most frequently of
them, are soouest affected by severe weather:
The daily use of these liquors tends greatiy to
emaciate and waste the strength of the body;”
and it may with truth be asserted, that of those
who fail victims to the severity of cold in this
country, half at least have accelerated its effects
by the misuse of spirits.

I a person, or any part of his body, be be-
numbed or frost-bitten by extreme cold, it is
highly dangerous to expose him swddenly to the
heat of a fire; the certain consequence of such
imdiscretion, is general or partial death.  Life is
cither extinguished by the sudden transition, or
some part becomes livid and mortifics. "The safest
‘way is to rub the part aflected with snow, or to
immerse it in water so cold as nearly to frecze,
till its natural heat and colour be gradually re-
stored: small cupfulls of strong nourishing soup,
but not very bot, may be given from time to
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time in.tern-.ﬁly*. This is the mode used, and
sanctioned by long experience, in Russia: where
these accidents are so frequent, that it is a comn-
mon act of politeness to warn a man of his nose,
ear, or chin, being frost-bitten; of which he
bimself is insensible, though the chaunge of colour
immediately indicates it to a spectator.

For the defence of coasts and landing-places,
it is frequently necessary to form a camp on levels
in the neighbourhood of the sea, or on the low
and marshy banks of rivers.  Such situations are
always inimical to the heaith of troops. A man
should be careful vot 10 expose himself 10 the
air of these places with an empty stomach. 1
he be obliged 10 go out early in the morning,
let him take a smail glass of pure spirits: it is in
such situations only, that the use of spirits can
be reckonea wholesome.  But even then, their
goad effects will be lost ou those who have tahen
them bubituilly for a considerable time+.

* 'I'nr. use of strong spirituous liquors under these
circumstances K “Very properly condemned; as being
often fatal in their effects, and that instantancously.

+ Ir would be well if military men were more gene-
rally impress-d with a conviction of the propriety, and
even public necessity, of attentions to the preservation of
their health, in situations which may be supposed to.cns
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Long-continued rains will produce, in sitn-
ations naturally dry, the same bad consequences

danger it.  «Heulth,” observes a recent professional
writer, “is the main spring of action, both in public
and private affairs ; it is that, without which all our
motions must languish, and our designs become vain,
The health of an army must therefore be of equal impor=~
tance with its cxistence; or rather, an army without
health is a burden te the state it was intended to serve.
In modern times, the issue of a campaign is as frequently
determined by sickness as by battle. In all European
armies, more men are sacrificed by discase than by thé
sword ; and the laurel is at least as often withered on the
hero’s brow by the pestilential blast of contagion, as torn
from it by the nervous arm of strength,”

Th1s sentiment, indeed, was long before expressed in
a more copious and forcible manner. ¢ The life of 2 mo-
dern soldier,” says Johnson, truly, ¢ isill represented by
heroic fiction. War has means of destruction more for=
midable than the cannon or the sword. Of the thousands
and ten thousands that perished in our contest with
France and Spain, a very small part ever felt the stroke
of an enemy. The rest languished in tents and ships,
amidst damps and putrefaction, pale, torpid, spiritless,
and helpless, gasping and groaning unpitied, among
men made obdurate by long continuance of helpless mi-
sery ; and were at last whelmed in pits, or heaved into
the ocean, without notice and without remembrance.
By incommodious encampments and unwholesome sta~
tions, where courage is useless and enterprise impractis
calile, fleets are silently dispeopled, and melted away.”
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as result from those which are usually moist; and
of course the same precautions become requisite;
to guard against them. The best preventive
against the effects of temporary wetting with
rain, is to strip entirely; and after having rubbed
~ the skin drv, to wash the whole surface of the
hody with pure <pivits,  This practice is snccess-
fully use:d by the inhabitants of the West India
islands, where to be soaked with rain is often
attended with fatal consequences. The cffects
of partial wetting, as of the shoulders or legs,
oughit to he pemedied by a partial treatment of
the sume Lind; for the stroagest constitution is
not at il times proof against the chilling ten-
denev of daip clothes.

In dump weather, an officer may improve the
air in kis tent by hurning some spirits, tobacco,
or wetted gnnpowder.  IHabitual tobacco-smok-
in;:. within teuts ought to be prohibited, for to
many individuals it is intolerably inconvenient
and noxicus: it has also been remwked, that
suen whe thas sinoked were soonest uflected with
colds, as well as sonie other discases. The no-
tion that once prévailed, of tobacco preventing
contaoiny, is now ascertained to be false; and if
it were otirerwise, it would bemequally eftectual
berned in chalers, as when drawn into the lungs
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During rainy seasons, while an army is in a
settled position, the tents might be thatched,
after the manner reconmended by prince Fer-
dinand of Germany; and little huts above ground
might be erccted for the officers.  But pits sunk
under the surface of the carth, are always un-
wholesome and damp®.

* Some remarks on the subject of military exercises as
conducing to .the Heulth of troops, are inserted in the
motes on LETTER xxvi. (Vol, £).



LETTER ML

ON BRAVERY AND COURAGE.

BRAVERY is not a quality which may he
dequired. We cither have it at our birth, or
we shall never have it. Reflection is useless in
wihing us brave: it is a virtue of the heart.

WieN [ say bravery is innate, 1distinguish it
from courage. These two qualities, oftent con-
founded together, are not so often wmited, as
separate and unconnected. Courage scems a qua-
liny essential to a commander; bravery is more
uecessary to the soldier.  Bravery lies in the
blood; courage in the soul: the former is a spe-
cies of instinet; the latter is'a real virtue: the
one a mechanicalmovement; the other, a sublime
and noble sentiment.  Bravery shows itself at
certain, periods, und i ‘eertain circumstances;
courage at évqu instant; and on every occasion.
Bravery is always thoughtlessly inipetuous; cou-
rage, the more it reflects, is the more intrepid,
Whe impulse of example, the blindness arising
from common danger, the heat of battle, inspire
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bravery; patriotism, zeal for the s&irereign and
the state, a thirst of glory, animate and awaken
courage. Courage is more a virtue, bravery a
habit. Achilles, implacable, cruel, and despising
every other right than that of force, seems to me
to exhibit only the spirit of a gladiator. But that
Roman general whose loss would inevitably Lave
occasioned the ruin and destruction of the army;
—-Scipio, covered with the bucklers of three sol-.
diers to avoid a shower of javelins which the
enemy directed against him, advancing to the
wall of the besieged, and, anunmo- ed spectator
of the battle, issuing his orders with the coolest
intrepidity ;—gives me the idea of true courage.
In short, bravery is essential in the moment of
uction; courage through the whole progress of a
campaign. _

COURAGE is not inaccessible to fear, but over-
comes it: bravery is afraid of nothing. Bravery
is necessary in waur; courage in every situation
of life: the magistrate has need of it to resist the
persuasive pleadings of beauty, and the great
to counteract those of family snd kindred: the
courtier, that he may dare to tell a displeasing
truth to his sovereign ; .and the sage, to publish
it to the world. Bravery is, in a manner, invo-
luntary, and seems not to depend upon our-
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selves: courage is the result of reflection, of
education, of wisdom, and sometimes of misfor-
tune; of a life exempt from remorse, and passed
in the constant habit of good actions; it is an
“unfinished gift of nature, which she has left to
reason to perfect and refine, ’

ThE union of bravery aad cotrage constitutes
Valour. True valour consists in being brave in
battle, intrepid in danger, and courageous in
every situation of life. The motives of this va-
Tour ought to be the love of our duty, the desire
of glory, and zeal for our kizg and our country.
If such are not the springs which actu.m gourage;.
if the brave soldier is not as mild aml as lmmane
towards his comrades as he is lu..b' to the
enemy; he i scarcely supmor to a Fary or a
gladiator, that should be kept chained, and let
Joose only on the day of conflict.

‘COURAGE,. that virtue so cssential in the cha-
racter of an officer, and without which all others
are ineffectual, is, 2 quality to be ucquired, and
must be, cumshed with care. It is remarked,
that persons’o‘f an active disposition are almost
-always brave; mld that, on the contrary, those
of indolent and luxurious habits are as commenly
.cowards; cffeminacy and ba-encss appeqring the
gatural offspiing of superduity acd Juxury, L
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am surprised that so many brave persons are still
found among the corruption of great cities;
where they are surrounded with all that is cal-
culated to encrvate their souls, and where the
influence of domestic impressions might be
thought suflicient- to stiflc those virtues and
those talents with which nature had endowed them.

FEw are more entitled to our pity than the
man who, having entered upon a military life
without consulting his heart, has the misfortune
to perc'cive, on the first call of duty, that he is’
deficient in that indispensable quality of a sol-
“dier, courage. If he continues in the service, he
will assuredly be covered with disgrace, and if
he is prudent enough to retire from it, the reason
will be discovered, whatever pains he may take
to conceal it: thus he will in either case find
himself exposed to the derision of his fellow-ci-
tizens, and above all, to the contempt of the
fair sex, who hold the character of a coward in
abhorrence. A modemn wnm Observes. that
women in general retain the senumeht ~ef-those
of Lacedemon ; who wished ratber to see their
husbands return from the field of battle upon
their shields, than without them and covered
with dishonour.

VALoOUR then is the virtue the most nccessary

YOL. I. D



34 LETTER I11.

1o an officer, sinee it is this which essentially con-
stitutes the military character. The ecelesiastie
may impose upon the world by the exterior of
gravity, and may feign a piety which he does
not feel; appearances are deceitful: but of all
assumed characters, the most difficult to main-
tain with success is that of true valour; the trial
is so severe, that blusterers and cowards cannot
long support it undiscovere:l.

SoME military men, to strengthen their minds
against the fear of death, endeavour to persuade
themselves that the soul perishes with the body.
Base and ignoble sentiment! To him who has
lived well, death hus no terrors: an alliance on
an Almighty Sovereign ready to crown the obe-
dience of a subject who hus shed his blood for
the good of his country, is a thousand times
more consoling to the truly brave man, and far
better caleulated to animate his courage. Ile
that expects nothing after death, has every rea-
son to be careful of his life ; and this principle
is comonly found to influence the conduct of
persons of this description. 'The brave soldier
whose purity of conscience assures him of a happy
immortality, is equally a hero, whether he lives
oghics.

I HAVE reason to bope that the whole course

i
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of your education will have alike contributed to
endow you with the virtues of hravery and cou-
rage. If you want the hrst of these (which, as T
have already observed,. does not cntirely depend
on ourselves), you at least possess the second;
and should you even be without this, you may
readily acquire it, since itis in some measnre the
offspring of reflection.

ITis an erroneous idea, that fear cannot be
conquered, and that in this respect it is-impos-
sible to alter nature. This may be more or less )
true, when the passion has taken deep root iir &
weak mind: but do not for a inoment doubt that
a young man may easily, with the aid of jut
principles of honour and of virtue, cradicate this
base passicn from his heart, if the attempt be
tried hefore it has imade any great progress.

'THERE is no one who camnot form a distine-
tion between truth and falsehood, ecourage and
cowardice, glory and infuny. Shun then what-
ever is debasing and offensive, and respeet what-
ever is excellent and useful. By such a €oniduce,
nature may be improved and corrécted ; and our
fears will soon be destroyed, when the whispers
of self-love and the voice of honour mnite to
assure us, that death is a thousand times prefer-
able to a dishonourable life.

IR
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AN enlightened officer once avowed with a
noble frankness, that he felt himself afraid when
called to engage; but that this mechanical im-
pression did not prevcﬂt him from discharging
his duty with honour, and that he always ex-
perienced the highest satisfaction in anticipating
the orders of his general. The same officer
being one day commanded to attack a post, ex-
hibited considerable uneasiness as he marched to
the spot. A brother-officer who accompanied
him, and who was a great blusterer, affected to
be so much offended at his weakness, that he re-
turned to his general, and requested that some
other companion might be assigned to him, who
would support him in a coup-de-main that he was
about to undertake, as his present associate
would run away from the field of action, having
himself acknowledged his want of courage.
* My good sir,” said the general, « if you were
no more afraid than he, you would not have
been here at this moment: return instantly to
your pdst ;—you are in danger of not being there
in time, and it is probable that your peltroon
will take from g the whole honour of the ac-
tion.” 'This prediction was in fact verified.

FEAR is one of the "greatest misfortunes that
can befal a man, The moment he is impressed
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with it, ohjects no longer appear to him in their
proper shapes; he loses his judgment, and is to-
tally incapable of reflection. To point out a
reasonable resourcg in his difficulty, would be un-
availing ; for his apprehensions are more alarm-
ing than the danger that menaces himn: a mo-
mentary reflection indeed would emancipate him
entirely.—But it is proper to make a clear dis-
tinction between fear and terror.  The former
may be the result of prudence, and a knowledge
of a real danger: the other arises from a per-
nasion of a danger wholly disproportioned to
our resources ; a persuasion which is merely self~
love carried to the excess of weakness.

I'T may be doubted how far this sentiment is
natural; for we must not confound it with timi«
dity, which consists in a mistrust of ourselves.
‘The most timid of the animal race flies to avoid
a danger; but when that danger becomes ap-
parent, and he is attacked, he will defend him-
self, and become the assailant in his tugn: the
coward not only flies from danger, but s van-
quished beforehand by his fears, and does not
defend himself even when attacked. The dread
of the coward in no degree resembles that fear
which is common to all mankind, Few can boast

3
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the intrepidity of the great Peterborough®*: hut
when somebody once complimented him by
saying that no one had ever been able to make
him afiaid, he replied: “ Shew me a danger
that 1 think real and unavoid@ble, and you will
then see that ny fears are like those of otlier men.

THERE arc many things that appear formi-
dable at a distunce, but which, by familiarity
and ou a ncarer approach, cease to be so. Plu-
tarch, in his life of Marius, says, “ 1n objects of
terror, the imagination is deceived by their no-
velty, which often mukes things appear what
they are not in reality; while custom, on the
contrary, destroys the effect of the most terrible
objects, and strips them of that ideal horror in
which our fears had arrayed them.” In truth,
the less our appreheusions are thus awakened,
with the greater frcedom and composure do we
contemplate every object around us ; or, in other
words, our judgment is strong in proportion as
our fears are diminished: thus the man of sense
ouglt to liveditore in dread of fear, than even of
danger.,

» Tnlg"em-l of Peterborough, a contemporary of the
duke (&fMarlborough.
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IT must be owned, however, in justification
of many of our greatest and bravest characters,
that nothing is more difficult to regulate, or
more inexplicable, than the human heart. There
are many kinds of valour, of intrepidity, and of
that strength and fortitude of mind which nothing
is able to subdue or to bend : but we rarely find
these qualities united in the same person; we
observe commonly, that they are distributed in
diflerent proportions among men. One will run
to meet death with eagerness, who dares not
wait for its approach. Another rushes into the
battle, and animates others by the bravery of
his example; who would tremble at an assault,
and turn palein a trench where even a sutler’s
wife is carelessly dealing out liquor to the sol-
diers. He that has been known to charge at
the head of his regiment, or before the battle
fizht a duel with the best grace in the world, has
trembled at the sight of a great army, and the
thoughts of a general engagement, Another,
who has looked death in the face in the most
territying moments of conflict, and hasg on such
occasions preserved the coolest composure of
spirits, is seized with dread and apprehension the
instant the physician pronounces him to be at-
tacked with a dangerous malady ; while cowards

D4
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have been often known to meet death in their
beds, not only with resignation but with forti-
tude. A military historian tells of one of the
bravest men he ever knew, hiding himnself at the
bottom of a cave, trembling with fear at a thun-
der storm.—So different is the operatlon of bra-
very on different minds.

'TH1s variety will not so much excite our sur-
prise, when we consider, that the strongest
mind has its weak and accessible parts: and
none will, on every occasion, display that intre-
pidity which it is so much our duty to acquire;
which it should be the study of every one to
obtain, as wniversally as' the nature of human
infirmity will allow.

. CRILLON, whose valour was so celebrated
as to acquire him, Dy eminence, the name of
the Brave, was once at Marseilles, when the
duke of Guise, being curious'to put his firmness
and intrepidity to the test, caused an alarm to
be glven in the dead of the night; and imme-

apdé with some young officers,
f¥hamber of Crillon, who was in
“ The enemy is master of the

’ ,' ou a horse, that we may escape as

quickly @ possible.” Crillon rose, took up his
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arms without emotion, and declared he would
rather die sword in hand than survive the loss
of the place. He hastened out of his chamber ;
but hearing the duke and his companions on the
staircase in fits of langhter, he presently disco~
vered the deception. Crillon, upon this, as-
sumed an air more severe and determined than
if actually going to battle; and seizing the arm
of the duke of Guise, “Young man,” said he,
“never trifle with a brave man’s courage; if
you had found me fail in the present istance, _
you should certainly have been the victim of my
dishonour.”

1 wouLD have you discriminate between a
reflecting courage, and that impetuosity which
stimulates the bulk of the soldicry, and ‘car-
ries them to a breach, not only without repug-
nance, but with alacrity. The crowd among
which they find themselves ' "engaged, excites
in their breasts that bravery Suhich _animates
and sustains them: they see many of their com-
rades fall, it is true, but they:see a larger num-
ber survive ; they have frequently escaped the
greatest perils, and they ho# to escape this
also; dangers, besides, that are so soon over,
are not to be put int» competition with the
glory of a victory, the luxury of good quarters,
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and 2 succession of new scenes and extraordi
nary adventures with which they are incessantly
flattering themselves : such are the feclings that
influence the mass of an army: but these me-
chanical soldiers seldom make any conspicuous
tigure in their profession.

SucH as are destined to command, risk life oun
a difierent principle, Knowing that they must
one day part with it, they reckon it glorious and
useful to hazard it for the public good; they
feel that they are placed in the post which
Providence designed for them, and they resolve
to discharge the duties of it : whether they sur-
vive or wot, their reward is certain; and since
death is natural to ws all, it is absurd to be
afraid of it.

FEAR loses much of its effect, when we are
convinced that it will not avail in prolonging our
“days; and the certainty that we cannot escape
death, ought to inspire us with courage to meet
it. Withoutsuch a spirit of resignation, no man
will attempt any thing glovious: but when once
you have arrived at this point, the attractious of
a life pass midst the fatigues and the activities
of war, apg as great as avy other scenes can
supply.'dsThe satisfaction of fulfilling our duty,
together with the desire of glory, gives a certain
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grace to what at first appeared terrible and dis-
gusting: added to this, the dangers to which we
see great generals expose their persons, the con-
siderations of the security of the kingdom and
the public good, and the surprising hravery of’
many officers who had not signalized themselves
till the day of action, form so many motives to
compel us to submit gloriously to our fate.

IT was a nobl&reply of an illustrious general,
when asked, after a battle in which he had per-
formed prodigies of valour, whether; iu the
course of the engagement, he had once thought
of death: “I have learnt from the history of
my ancestors, that the most glorious life is that
which is terminated at the gaining of a victory;
and that as we possess this jewel but for a short
period, we ought to render it as brilliant as pos-
sible.”

THERE arc some’ men, however, in whom
courage is found to arisc from a total want of
reflection. Such is the effect of this, that they
look upon death with perfect indifference; and
lose nothing of their cooluess in the most des-
perate actions, and in the greatest dangers.
The chevalier de Fourilles, lieutenant-general
under the great Condé, receivizg a wound which
proved mortal, at the battle of Sencff, cried out:
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¢ I wish from my soul I could live another hour,
to see how this butcher will finish the business,”

TrUE courage is the source of all the heroic
virtues ; such as intrepidity, firmness, leve of
our country, greatness of soul, humanity, &ec.
These I shall make the subject of any next Let-
ters; and will conclude this by transcribing for
your amuscment, some ohservations on the
bravery of the English soldiers, written by the
late Dr. Johuson; who, though no military man
himself, was well qualifieccl by his intellizence
and acutencss to forni a just estimate of the cha-
racter of his nation. ‘

“ By those who have compared the military
gening of the English with that of the French
nation,” says that cclebruted moralist, « it is
remarked, that the French ofticers will always
lead, if the soldiers will follow, and the English
soldiers will always follow if their officers will
lead.

“Inall pomted sentences, some degree of ac-
curacy must Qe’ sacrificed to conciseness; and in
this compgrion, our officers seem to lose what
our soldiers gain. T know not any reason for sup-
posing that the English officers are less willing
than the French to lead ; butitis, I think, univer-
jally“allowed, that the English soldiers are more
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willing to follow.  Our nation may boast, he-
yond any other people in the world, of a kind of
epidemic bravery, diffused equally through all
its ranks. - We can show a peasantry of heroes ;
and fill our armies with clowns, whose courage
may vie with that of their gencrid.

“ There may be some pleasure in tracing the
causes of this plebeian magnanimity, The ua-
lities which commonly make an army formidable,
are long habits of regularity, great exactuess of
discipline, and entire confidence in the com-
mander. Regularity may, in time, produce a
kind of mechanical obedience to signals and
commands, like that which the perverse Carte-
sians impute to animals: discipline may impress
such an awe ,upon the mind, that any danger
shall begdreaded than the danger of punishment ;
and confidence in the wisdom o fortune of the
eeneral, may induce the soldiers to follow him
blindly to the most dangerous enterprise.

“ What may be done by discipline and regu.
larity, may be seen in the troops of the Russian
and Prussian monarchs, We find that they may
be broken without confusion, and repulsed with-
out flight. But the English troops have none of
these requisites in any emineut degree,  Regula-
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rity is by no means part of their character:
they ncither are thought by others, nor by
themselves, more active or exact than their ene-
mies; and therefore derive none of their courage
from such imaginary superiority. The manner
in which they are dispersed in quarters over the
country during times of peace, naturally pro-
duces laxity of discipline: they are very little in
sight of their officers ; and when they are not en-
gaged in the slight duty of the guard, are suf-
fered to live every man his own way.

“ The equality of English privileges, the im-
partiality of our laws, the freedom of our te-
uures, and the prosperity of our trade, dispose us
very little to reverence of superiors. 1t is not
to any great esteem of the officers, that the
English soldier is indebted for his spir in the
hour of battle: for perhaps it does not often
happen that he thinks much better of his leader
than of himself. A French author remarks, how
much soldiers are animated when they see all
their dangers shared by those who were born to
be their masters, and whom they consider as
beings of a diﬁerent rank.  The Englishman
despises such motives of courage; he was born
without a master; and looks noet on any man,
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however dignified by lace or titles, as deriving
from nature any claims to his respect, or inhes
riting any qualities superior to his own.

« There are some perhaps who would imagine
that every Englishman fights better than the
subjects of absolute governments, because he has
more to defend. But what has the English more
than the French soldier? . Property they are both
commonly without. Liberty is, to the lowest rank
of every mnation, little more than the choice of
working or starving; and this choice is,-I sup-
pose, equally allowed in every country. ‘The
English soldier seldom has his head very full of
the constitution; nor has there been, for more
than a century, any war that put the property or
liberty of a single Englishman in danger®.

“ Whence then is the courage of the English
vuigar? It proceeds, in my. opinion, from that
dissolution of dependance which obliges every
man to regard his own character. While every
nuan is fed by his own hands, he has no need of
any servile arts: he may always have wages for
his labour ; and is no less necessary to his em-
ployer, than his employer is to him. While he
looks for no protection from others, he is natu-

¢ This was written before the American war,
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rally roused to be his own protector; and having

-nothing to abate his esteem of himself, he con-
* sequently aspires to the esteem of others. Thus
every man that crowds our streets is a man of
honour, distlainful of obligation, impatient of
reproach, and desirous of extending his reputa-
tion among those of his own rank; and as cou-
rage is in most. frequent use, the fame of courage
is most eagerly pursued. From this neglect of
subordination, I do not deny that some incon-
veniences may from time to time proceed; the
power of the law does not always sufficiently
supply the want of reverence, or mamtain the
proper distinction between different ranks: but
guod and evil will grow up in this world together;
and they who complain, in peace, of the in-
solence of the populace, must remember that
their insolence in peace is bravery in war.”
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LETTER IV,
-ON INTREPIDITY.

INTREPIDITY has been defined a bold-
ness, un assurance, an extraordinary strength of
ind, thut raises the possessor above the disorder
and amotion which the sight of extreme danger
1y apt to produce. 1t appears to me that this
definition does not convey an ideasufliciently dis-
tinct of this quality, but confounds it too much
with brutal insensibility. Rashuess, says another
wiiter, is as forward to meet danger as intrepi-
dity; but one advinces with enlightened assu-
iwnce, while the otiier rushes on with blind and
ierocious ardour.

INTREPIDITY has been more accurately cha-
racterized as the quality which faces, and be-
holds with coulness, the most palpable dangers,
and > not alarmed at the view of immediate dis-
solution; which displays itself only in those cir-
cumstances, ad on those occasions, where duty

c. Horace has
given it a most sublime attribute, in speaking of
VYOL. L. E

and neces:ity cdll for ils exerc
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a wise and good man, whom integrity of con-
scicnee places above the influence of all events:
* Tven,” says he, ““should the universe he dis-
solved, its ruins would not shake the firmness
and intrepidity of his mind*.

THE example of intrepid resolution in a com-
mander, will never fail of having its due in-
fluence on the officers under him.—The siege of
Belgrade, in the year 1789, was conducted by
the celebrated field-marshal Laudon, in a man-
ner worthy of that great general. He ordered
the first parallel to be opened at the distance of
fitty toises from the glacist, and all the generals
under his orders to meet him there.  On their
being assembled, he addressed them to the fol-
lowing cffect: My friends, here is the spot where
we must either conquer or die.  From this spot
1 shall not retreat. I shall exert my utmost ef-

illabatur orbis,

Widum ferient ruine.

faraLrzLs are the trenches or lines made parallel
to the defence of the place besicged; or rather, perhaps,
so named from being paraf/c! to each other. In this latter
asense, the first line that is drawn cannot be called ,a
parallel till:a second is made. The first Hne is generaliy
run at the distance of about 3C0 toises (600 yards) from
the place,
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forts to atfain the proposed end, but I also desire
that every one will do his duty. 1 wish you alf
to prepare for victory or death, and to consider
that none of us were born not to die.”

IN a council of war, just before the nfemorable
battle of Rocroi took place, tlte prince of Condé,
descanting on the advantages of possessing the
town, wias asked by one of his generals, « What
will become ofus if we lose it 7’—* I do not con-
sider that,” replied the prince; “ I shall die be-
fore that happens.” ‘

Tug intrepid man neither hates life, nor con-
temns deaths; but is on all oecasions resolved to
sacrifice every consideration to that of his duty.
Many of our bravest warriors have displayed the
same heroism in submitting to death when it be-
came unavoidable, as in surmownting on other
oceasions the dangers whipil had threatened it.

O of the noblest instances of this virtue in
ancient history is that of Mutius Scaevola—Dur-
ing a period of the Roman history, Porsenna,
king of Etruria, laid siewe to the city of Rome,
and was on the point of reducing it to the last

 éxtremity. A young Roman, fraught with a
noble ardour, repairs in the disgnise of an
Etrurian, into the enciny’s camp, advances even
to the royal tent, and mistaking the secretary Tor

L2
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the king, stabs him to the heart.  On betg
seized and wsked Lis name: “Iama Roman,”
repiied hé sternly, “and my wame i> Mutins.
You belioltl in me one enemy who wanted to kiil
another: and Lshall not have less courage to suffer
death, than [ had to inflict it.”  While speaking,
as if desivous to punish his right hand fur having
divappointed Lim of his design, Le thrast it inte
“a sinadl fue which had been just kindled tor a
sacrifice; und beheld his band gradunally consume,
without betraying a symptom of pain. The king,
astonished at this prodigy of resolution, ordered
Lim to be removed from the altar, and to be re-
stored to his fiberty.  “ Since,” suid Mutius (o
Bim, “thou knowest the value of virtue, what

»

thou shouldst rot have torn from me by threuts
T wiil frecly grant to thy generosity. Know then,
tiiat there are three hundred of us, young ilo-
iy, who have sworn before the Gods thiat we
*wili hill thee in the midst of thy guards, or pe
b il;.;_ ‘!h‘lﬁtbmpt.” Porsenna, equatly ctruck
with gmiration and terror at Lis speech, inuic-
diately raised the siege
KL virtue of intrepidity is often displayed
uner e <iuple form of Dravers, without pas-
tah” gofam of the more refived and exaited
qualities of the scul-~Thus i the war betwen
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the ¥rench and Spaniards in 1503, a hedy of
five thousand French crossing the river Gariglic
ano, attacked the Spanish camp, which they
would probably have foreed had they been sup-

ported; but Gonsalvo, sariained the Great Cay-

tain, after a furious contest, drove them out of
Lis intrenchments ; and in spite of their artillery

compelled them to re-cross the bridae, after sus-
faining a very severe foss,  On this occasion the
brave Bavard, “the Kaight without fear or re-
proach,” (as he was surnaned), issaid to have alone
withstood two hundred Spaniards, who pressed
after him, at the barrier of the bridge; till his
korse faliing with him, he was taken prisoner,’
bt quickly rescued by the exertions ot his men;
—an actien vaing v splendour with the ndivi-

ial exploits of the heroic ages oi Rome.#

* ‘I'ye same Pursenna just mentioned, having uuders
tzken to restore the “Targuins to the throne of Ren,
trom which they had been banished tor their cfuclty g
oppression, seat proposals to the senate for that pur;iese;
but fiading they were rejected with scorn, he advanced
towards Rome in a confident persnasion that he should

asily reduce it. When he came to the bridge, and saw
the Romans drawn up in vrder of battle before the river,
he was surprised at their resolution 5 and not doubtirg
that he should overpower them with numabers, prepared
tor Banile, The twe armics bulny eng.gnd, fought with

>
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INTREPIDITY is not that rashness which
‘'makes us blindly rou to meet death : a fatal mad-

great bravery, and long contended for victory. Aftcr
a great slaughter on both sides, the Romans began to
glve way, and were quickly put to flight. All fled into
the city over the bridge; which at the same time would
have afforded a passage to the encmy, if Rome had not
found, in the heroic conrage of one of her citizens, a
bulwark equal to the thickest walls. Publius Horatius
was the man, surnamed Cocles (or one-eyed) from having
lost an eye in battle. He was the strongest and most
undaunted of all the Romans. He used every method
to stop the flying army; but perceiving that neither
intreaties nor exhortations could overcome their fear,
_ he resdlved, however badly supported he might be, to
defend the entrance of the bridge till it could be de-
molished behind.  On the success of this depended the
preservation of the city, Only two Romans followed
his example, and partook of his.danger; and when he
saw but a few planks of the bridge remaining, he obliged
_these to retire, and save themselves. Sta'nding alone
Rgainst a wh le army, but preserving his mlrep;dm.
@ 1o insult his numerous enemies; and

" looks upon the principal Etrurians, at one
time chgllenging them to single combat, and then bit-
terly giy r%achmg them all.  « Vile slaves,” said ke
“ not satisfied with being unmindful of your own, you

are come to deprive others of their liberty who have
had the courage to assume it.” Covered with his buck-
ler, he sustained a shower of darts; and at lust, when
they were all preparing to rush upon him, and the
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ness, a headstrong passion, which renders us in-
different to danger, only as it deprives us of the
knowledge of it: a disposition like this, far from
being desirable to an officer, is highly reprehen-
sible; as its only tendency is perpetually to ex-
pose the troops under his command. Intrepidity
is that species of enlightened heroism which pre-
serves us free and composed amidst the zreatest
dungers, and which advances with steady couti-
dence to the execution of the most diflicult and
the most arduous enterprises, such as to_com-
mon minds, influenced by a less confirmed prin-
ciple, would appear insurmountable. It may be
remarked too, that this great faculty accom-
plishes its purposes less by strength and by num-

bridge was entirely demolished, Cocles, throwing him-
scli with his arms into the Tyber, swam over safely,
having performed an action that will command the
admiration more than the belief of posterity. He was
received as in trinmph by the Romans: the people
erccted a brazen statue of him in armour, in the most
conspicuous part of the forum : as much land was given
him as he could surround with a ploughin a day: all
the inhabitants, both men and women, contributed to
his rewnrd and in the midst of a dreadfal scarcity,
almost eury person in the city, depriving them:elves
of a part of thair subsistence, made him a present of
provisions, | '
F 4
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bers, than by the resources which a man of cou-
rage and of genius always finds within his own
breast,

Tue duke of Anjou, afterward Ilenry the
Third of France, besieged Rochelle, the bulwark
of the Calvinists, Near the counterscarp was a
mill, which the besieged had not had time to
fortify : they threw in a handful of troops in the
day, and at night commonly withdrew this small
garrison, leaving behind only one man. The
duke made the necessary dispositions for carrving
this post; and advanced by moonlight, with a
smull detachment and two culverins, for this pur-
pose. A single soldier had the guard this night,
a1id on him the whole defence depended. This
brave man remained firm and undismayed ; ke
kept up, alone, a brisk fire upon the assailants ;
and by varying continually the tones of his voice,
made them suppose, that the besieged were in
great nunmbers.wFrom the ramparts of the town,
the besiegedscalled out to encourage this sur-
prising cqéunandam they exhorted the garrisen
to remail) firm, and assured them of immediate
sticcours: till at length the soldicr, secing his
little post ou the. point of being carried, aske:l
quarter for himself and comrades, which was
n-tantly. grgnted : he then laid down his arms,
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and discovered the whole garrison in his own
person.

Tuz remark of Livy, that certain enterprises
which at first savour of temerity, are in reality
only daring, is correctly true.—An officer once
represented to Gassion the insurmountable ditli-
culties of an object he was ordered to undertake:
« T have in my head, and I carty at my side,”
answered this general, ¢ what is more than suf-
ticient to overcome this allegéd. impossibility.”

Tt king of Prassia found himself ia a.perilous
situation hefore the battle of Torgaw, The fate
of himself and of his army was at stake. ‘His
great soul gave way to melanchely presentiments »
and he hesitated, for the first time, on the part
be had toact. Undetermined whether he should
incur this desperate risk, he held a couference
with his generals, in Zieten’s presence. Depressed
by appreliension rather than encouraged by hope,
he imparted his doubts and surmises, and in this
nianner impressed them with the like sentiments.
How indeed should ‘they have ventured. to re-
commend what his own courage had not alread
suggested, or take upon themselves a responsi-
bility, which he seemed inclined o charge thun
with in case of ill success? They kept proiound
sience: Zicten alone thought proper 1o break it
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* Every thing is possible, sive,” said he: “ it is
our business to triumph over difliculties.” These
few words decided the Kking, and the battle was
instantly resolved upou.

WHAT constitutes indiseretion and temerity
in an officer, is when being at liberty to accept
or reject an enterprise of great difficulty and
danger, he yields to it simply from a vain de-
sire of glory: but when he sees himself equally
pressed by danger on all hands, whether he
execute his project or abandon it, he ought to
make choice of that course which appears to
tim the most honourable, to attain the end in
“<'PERY, an officer of high reputation, defended
the town of Haguenau against the Imperialists
with great bravery. He saw with regret that
he was not in a situation to maintain an assault,
and he was on the point of yielding to the con-
queror. He was in this perplexity, when an
officer of ‘b gamson, who knew the country
perfectly; p well as the position of the enemy,
proposed to him to force a causeway, which
they had left ill-guarded from the persuasion of
their securjty on that side. The commandant
highly ap;ﬁé‘_ved the suggestion, and adopted it
nstantly; hut to sound the dispositiou of his
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inferior officers, as well as to conceal more ef-
fectually his design, he called a council of war,
and declared to them that he was willing, if ne-
cessary, to perish in a last attack : * there is no
doubt,” added he, “ that you are all of my
mind; and he gave immediate orders for making
the necessary preparations. This address of the
governor surprised those who were assembled,
and was very generally censured ; he then dis-
missed the council, except one officer, who
alone had applavded the desperate resolution
which he had proposed. To this officer he con-
fided his real intention, and entrusted him with
the charge of the rear-guard. Night wae'
thought most proper for the execution of thns
daring enterprise. The troops were put undei}li
arms in the different quarters of the town, on
pretext of the extremity of their situation. Leav-
ing a few gunners on the side where the breach
had been iade, the garrison marched out in
profound silence, meeting no obstacle of any
kind; and reached in safety the place of their
destination. The officer charged with the rear-
guard, taking the route of the wood, retired
with equal good fortune.

A coMMANDER at the head of his division,
tinding himself surpriscd and surrounded, will,
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if he be of an ordinary chamcter, instantly de-
“cide that pne corps cannot maintain a contlict
against twenty, aud will without hesitation sur-
render. The man of genius and true valour
will calculate otherwise. - He knows that if he
is able to force the line of the troops that sur-
ropnd him, he can run as fast as they, and thus
at least posses es the chance of an escape. e
instantly perceives, that on whatever side he at-
tempts to break through, he will no where find
a force equal to his qwn: consequently he will
at that spot be on as good a footing as his
ewmy, since it is impossible that the whole of
ﬁﬂy. force which surrounds him can be immedi-
ﬁly conceutrated on the point which he may
{’Qtttmpt to -penetrate; and he will have one
great advantage, in the surprise and astonish-
ment that his resolution will excite among his
adversaries. It is extremely probable that he
will have pierce:d their line and made some pro-
gress in his retreat, before they have sutficiently
recovered themselves to be able to act with ef-
fect against hil}ﬁ
In the war of 1704 in Italy, fifty of the Spa-
nish cavalry found themselves surrounded by u
body of between siv and seven hundred of 1he
Impkrialists,  The Spanish officer saw no re-
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source but in one desperate resolution. Trust-
ing to the valour of his troops, and the-excel-

fence of his horses, he ordered them to close
their ranks, In an instant, he fell upon the
Giermans sword in hand, cnt his way through,

and left the cnemy in astonishment at the bold—
ness of the enterprice.

Avorturr Spanish officer, at the head of a
hundred horse, penetrated and overthrew a bat-
talion which had been renowned for its hravery
and diseipline.  He even returned +o thecharge,
and again passed through the battalion, leaving”

them in amazement at his intrepiditv, Tu]
first iustance, the necessity of the case v
have stamped the exploit with the characte®
heroism ; and even if it had not succceded, the¥
officer would still have acquired honour by the
attempt. In the second he discovered only teme-
rity; and if he had b%n worsted, the disgrace
of the defeat would have tanush%l“ the glory
which he had just acquired.

IT is related of a captain of Swedish cavalrv,
named Elsburg, of the regiment of Creutz, that
he supported, with-his single company, a long
and doubtiul contest, on the banks of the Vis-
tuln, against twenty-eight companics of Polun-
ders, supported by two hundred German dra-
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goons. Having taken post in a church-yard, he
there defended himsclf with so much bravery,
that the assailants were obliged to throw a body
of 1hen into the adjoining houses in order to fire
upon him. Elsburg made a vigorous sortie,
rushed into the midst of the Polonnese, burnt
the houses from which they had fired upon his
company; then returned to the church-yard,
which he obliged the enemy to abandon; and
thus maintained the conflict without intermission,
for nine hours.

IN the lastwar between Austria and the Porte,
Agriy, a town only surrounded by an old flanked
wall having a few towers withont bastions, was
attackéd by sixty thousand Turks. Fhis force
could not terrify two thousand Hungarians who
had shut themselves up in the place with their
wives, children, and effects. "Fhey had all sworn
to suffer to the last extremity, and cven, if their
provisions should fail, te live upon the dead bo-
dies among ‘themnselves, rather than surrender.
The provisious were brought to the public stores,
in order that, the wlole being appropriated for
common use,. it might inspire a general ardour,
Fhe men were to resist the efforts of the he-
sidrers, and the women to repair the breaches.
During forty days, the Turks kept up a conti
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nual fire from the batteries. Though a part i
the wall, and almost all the towers, were beaten
down by the enemy’s cannon, the besieged con-
tinued to defend themselves with the same firm-
ness. They were summoned to surrender; but
they showed a coffin upon oue of the battlements,
iutimating that they preferred death to any terms.
The Turks stormed the place three times in one
day, and were repulsed with the loss of cight
thousand men, The besieged, in proportion to
the reiterated attacks, opposed -a more vigorous
defence.  Such acts of hercism chilling the cou- .
rage of the besiegers, they abandoned the un-
dertaking: but their rear was briskly charged in
the retreat, and the principal part of their bag-
gage taken. ‘ ,
SoB1EsKI, having penetrated into Moravia,
appeared before the fortress of Nemez. The
place had been abandened: but at this juncture,
a small band of Moravian chasseurs, consisting
of no more than eighteen, had been by accident
attracted thither. These brave men drew up
the bridges, shut the gates, and peremptorily re-
fused to surrender. The Polonnese, who were
jenorant both of the nurber and state of the
garrison, cannonaded the piace durig four days.
‘Lie chasseurs defended themselves with vigour,
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killed a vast number of the besiegers, and among
others the principal officer of artillery. "The
fitth day, finding ten of their comrades dea,
and three disabled, they capitulated, and ob-
tuined permission for the garrison to withdraw
to whatever pluce they chose. The gate was
then opened, and discovered six men nurching
out, with three otliers borte upon their shoul-
ders.  Sobieski tutned pale af this sight, and kis
first sentiment was waworthy of him ;- he deter-
mined to bang these brave wen, and gave orders
for that purpose: hut fortenatels tor Li- honon,
- being reminded of his engagement, b seat thicia
away with applause.

CouNT Saxk, the hero whom Vrance wot
honurs with its regret, happaied, i the vear
17035, to be at the dty of Lendbure, waiting for
au escort to accompany him to YWarsaw, wheie
the court then was,  Having learat that there
wis a truce between the Saxon troops and the
confederates, he wished to avail himoel of this
mtcndi, aiidl toward the end of January, quitted
the mo with a few officers and wen.  He
steppied at @ small inn u the village of Cralnity,
witl ai intention of pasing the night: 10t heing
awaie that the truce had been broken, and that
the Polanders were inforned of his depacture,
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and intended to carry him ofl.  They even dis-
patched to this village cight hundred cavalry:
expecting also to find there marshal count Fle-
ming, who had taken the same route,

Count Saxe was about to seat himself at table,
when he was informed that a great mumber of
horsemen had entered the village, and that they
appeared 1o be advancing toward the house
where he then wai.  On receiving this intelli-
genee, lie instantly made the necessary disposi-
tions for his defence,  Seeing that it was not
possible to guard, with only eighteen persous,
the'whole of the premises, which lay scattered,
he abandoned the court and the ground-floor,
and betook himsell” to the upper part of the
house ;. placing two or three men in cach cham-
her, with orders to bore holes in the floors, that
they niight be chle to fire upon whoever shonld
eater below: and finding that he could afford
some reliet to those in the house by means of
the stable, he posted himself in the latter spot
with the rest of his people. -

"These dispositions were scarcc]y made, when
the attack comsaenced, The doors of the growd-
floor were first forced open: but the rooms

being all low, the count’s pesple were able to
M 1

diteet thoir Sre wiy eest e U et
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every one of those who first entered was instantly
killed: The Polanders, supposing this part of
the house full of the count’s people, and think-
ing the upper stories might be forced with less
ditliculty, zbandoned this quarter, and scaled the
windows of thie chambers which they discovered
" to he empty, in order by this means to come at
those which were guarded.  This manceuvre em-
barrassed the comut, because it was impossible
to prevent it. ‘He suffered them however to as-
cend. He then resolved to mount himself, and
center the chambers after them sword in hand,
accompanied by a few brave othcers: thus hoping
to::ast()xlish the enemy by a vigorous charge,
which nidght produce the happiest eflect, espe-
cially in the middle of a dark night; a time
when courage supplies the place of numbers,
which are then always thought greater than they
are in reality. A musket-shot which the count
now received in his thigh, did not prevent him
from making this attack. He threw himself into
the first chamber, which was already filled with
tize enemy : all of them who did not escape by
the windows, were immediately put to death.
"The Polanders made a second attempt, which
sucgeeded no better, and they were compelled
to #etire, They then determined to blockade
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the house till day-light. The count instantly
pereeived their design: and while he was medi-
tating the means of escape, an officer advanced
to summon him to surrender; threatening, in
case of refusal, to set fire not only to the house
Lt to the whole village. He ordered the officer
to retive; and on his refusing to do so, fired on
kim, and killed him on the spot. The Polan-
ders sent a Dominican friar with a second sum-
mons, who met with a similar fate,

The connt then assembling his people: “ You
see,” said he, “ that we cun hope for no quarter ;
to save our lives therefore, we must force our
way through the enemty sword in hand. They
are dispersed in small posts; the bulk of their
force is at a distance: let us avail oursclves of
the darkness, to gain the woods which lie con-
tignous to the village. If we should fall in with
one of their out-posts, we must instautly put
them to the sword. Let us depart.” They then
left the house, to the number of fourteen persons,
They bad proceeded a very short distance, befoxe
they found one of the eneiny’s guard; “Who,
thiz:hing himself secure from ali alarm, had con:-
posed himself to sleep. How indeed could it
have been supposed that such a handful of men
would take a resolution so daring?  Nothing

P2
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surely but that ardent attachwent to life whicl
is inherent in the breast of every one, could
prompt in so desperate a weasure.  The count’s
peaple dispatchied the sleeping man before he
could utter a word ; and afterward proceeded in
safety to Sendomir, where they found a Saxon
garfison,

Soon after the battle of Mollwitz, fought in
April 1741, the king of Prussia ordered one of
Lis generals, with a body of men, to ohserve the
position of the eneix.  On his way he met a
patrol of some hundred hussars, whom he at-
tached and dispersed.  Flaving pursued them to
the eutrance of a defile, and perceiving that
ﬂl(‘_\" halted and faced ahout, he halted likewise,
and suffered their fiunkers to harass him consi-
derably.  Zicten, who was in the detachment,
equally enraged at the sudden nactivity of s
- commander and at the audacity of the Austrians,
wis no longer able to coutain himself.  He
pushed forward, and cried out: * Colonel, will
you mot put these fellows to flight i~ Wiy
‘don't vou do it vourselt,” answered the otlier,
 stice you t*“&so bold? Are you not at the
bead of your&quadron?”—« With all my heart,”
said Zicten, ¢ provided you will supnort ne.”
& e merent By eave the word to i b
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and falling on the enemy, drove them into the

defile, and pursued them far beyond it, fully

persuaded that the colonel had kept the position

in which he had left him. At length, perceiving

reinforcements pouring in on every side against
him, he began to think of making a retreat;

and conceived he had nothing to risk, as he de-

pended on tinding the colouel at the entrance of
the defile.  That officer however was no longer
there; he had basely retired to a neighbouring

village, wiibout feeling the least concern for Zic-

ten, or:the squadron under him. The latter,”
now sensible of his commander’s perfidy and his

awn danger, was indebted for his safety merely.

to Lis presence of mind and intrepidity. Ile

called back his flankers; closed the ranks; and

while a part of his troops passed the defile,

cliarged the enemy (who had not yet collected

their forces) at the head of the rest, and gained

sutiicient time and ground to make good his re«

treat. Tt is worthy of remark, that he did not

lose a single man, and carried away every oquf
the prisoners he had taken.

MarGARET DE VALoOIs, having encamnped
hier littie army before Villeneuve, ordered =
party of her soldiers to carry Cieutat under the
walls of the town, and put him w death if his

ri3
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501, who commanded in that place, did not
“open ‘the gates to her. The father, hearing this
cruel alternative oftered to his son, exclaimed
lmldly: “ Think on the duty which you owe to
God and your sovercign. If 1 wexe capable of
advising you to give up the place you are en-
trusted to keep, I should be a traitor and a
coward, and an enemy to your honowr.” The
guards, on hearing this, were ready to perform
the cruel orders which they had received ; when
young Cieutat waved his hand to them: the gate
was opened ; he rushed out with t.hree‘ or four
persons, and pretended to parley with the sol-
-diers: then drawing his sword with great fury,
“fell' upon those who were holding their naked
weapons over his -father’s head; and being se-
conded by his garrison, put them to flight, and re-
turned into the town, taking his father with him.
NoR is it in great and brilliant emergencies
alone that intrepidity can be discovered. The
temper and disposition of mind which produces
angl .accompanies this virtue, may be exercised
“Jidifferently on ggeasions of inferior or of striking
importance, and gy characters the most humble
o5 the most exaltel.—David Gam, a Welsh cap-
ain, sent by Henry the Tifth t reconnoitre the
French anny before the Baftle of Agincoust
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(when their force amounted to .more than six
times that of the English)*, reported only * that
there were enough to be killed, enough to be
taken prisoners, and enough to run away.’——
Charles the Twelfth, at the siege qf.Copenhagén
(his first military opemtion),"h'ea‘ring a general
discharge of muskets loaded with ball, asked one
of his oflicers what the whistling that he heard
meant ? “It is the noise of bullets,” said the
officer, “ which are fired against your majesty.”
“Very well,” replied the king; “ this shall
henceforth be my music.’—eorge the Se-
cond; of Tngland, coming one day to the coun-
cil later than usual, during the rebellion in 1745,
and having asked the subject of their deliberations,
was told that they had been taking measures to
ensure the safety of his majesty’s person. « Tuhe
care of yourselves, gentlemen,” replied this in-
trepid and excellent prince; * as for me, I am
determined to die king of England!”"—When the
British and American armies were near cach
other in the neighbourhood of Germanstovin,
five Hessian soldiers, who had struggled into e
woods and lost their way, . were met by an Irish-
man who was a private in the Awerican army.

* A short acodunp of this glorivus baitle is given in
Lerrer xxxv, (Yol'g).
P
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Iie immediately presented his piece, and ordered
them to surrender; and they, surprised by his
iutrép‘idity, and supposing that he must certainly
be supported by a party, threw down their
arms. —in the German war, an English drum-
mer having wandered from his camp, and ap-
proaching too ncar to the eunciny’s lines, was
seized and brought before (the French com-
mander, on su-picion of being a spy disgaised in
a drummer’s uiiform.  On being aked by the
eeneral who he was, be answered, “ A drum-
mer in the English service.”  This not being be-
lieved, a drum was sent for, and he was de-
csired to beat a march; which he aceordingly
did, to remove the Frenchman's suspicion.  He
wis then told to beat a retreat. A retreat!”
said hes “ there i no such beat known i the
English service.”  The French oflicer was so well
pleaseid with this reply, that he dismissed his
‘prisoner; and wrote to his general, commending
his intrepid behaviour,
In_oue of the engagements during the Seven
- Years’ War, it happened that a corps in the hing
of Prussia’s service found its progress impcded
by a dyke so narrow, that only three men ubreast.
could march along it, At the moment in which
they were about to advance, they perceived at
the further end, two pieces of cannou which the
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enemy were pointing down the dyke. They
halted in contequence of this obstacle; when a
private muske'ecr cried out, « It is of little con-
sequence whether I live or not, or in what mnan-
ner I die;” and rushing into thé dyke, ran up
to the artillery-men, shot one of them deail,
knocked down a second with the butt-end of his
picce, which having broken, he attacked the
rest with the fragment, and forced them to
abandon their cannon.  Three of his comrades
joiued and supported him; the cannon were
spiked and dismounted; and the column passed
the dyke, and procceded to the attack of the req,
doubt.

MANY imagine that certain characters m’e*
favourites of Fortune; and that tlgose q,cccc.d'
in every thing they undertake, not s6 much from
their own good conduct, as from the lpﬂllcuct‘ of
a lucky chance which attends all their actions,
They perceive in snch favoured pegsons sonie-
thing more wonderful, and cven divine, than in
those whose measures are the result only of rea-
son and prudence; but the intimate connexion
which there is betwixt good conduct and good
fortune, is what they do not discern. It has
heen well observed, that < a knowledge of the
military art is essential to a virtuous aud brave
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citizen, as to a king, who should he the defender

as well as the father of his people. This however
is mot of itself sufficient: he ought to be success-
ful in his enterprises. But great and perfect
skill in any art or science are the only means by

which success can be ensared.”

GoOD-FORTUNE, 'says Polybius, is equally

open to every one: but ﬂney are only generals

endued with prudence, discrimination, and for-

titude, whom we must consider as favourites of

the Gods. When any, from weakness of intellect,

want of knowledge and experience, or through
smattention, fail to perceive the various principles
and tendencies of an acticn, they commonly
“aséribe to the immediate interpesition of Heaven
“or the favour of Fortune, the success which was

owing to the result of uuited wisdom and saga-

city. : '
IT is beyond all dispute, that no modern ge-
neral ever oblained greater victories in the field
than the duke of Marlborough; yet his conduct
has heen much less praiséd than his good-fortune,
-—As I may not perhaps have a better opportu-
nity, I will conclude this Letter with some ac-
count of this greatest military genius that our (or
perhaps any other) country ever proluced.

His wonderful success ot Blephein aud at Ra-
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milies las been attributed to the injudicious ar-
rangements of the epemy. But if the enemy
conuitted errors, Marlborough’s genius instantly
suggested the best way to take advantage of
them.

This rea+oning of his detractors, however, will
not hold, in the battle of Malplaquet. There
Villars, one of the ablest officers that France ever
possessed, had taken a position, naturally very
strong, but which he made more so' by every
possible assistance from art. 'This post Marlbo-
rough attacked, and, after a dreadful conflict
and carnage, carried : the fall of Mons, und the
close of the campaign, were the reward of his’
exertions. '

His predicting his success, at the celcbrated
battle of Qudenarde, at a moment when those
about his person -had scarcely ohserved the
action to be begun, is a wonderful proof how
much he possessed a knowledge of men, as well
as of war. As Marlbérough approached to the
town, some oflicers were returning from the ad-
vanced guard of the army, to demand fresh- in-
structions, IHe desired them to wait a little ;
and, after proceeding forward some time, he
called them all tegether, and sent them on to
the head of the anmy, with orders to press the
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enemy as much as possible; adding, with looks
of confidence, “1 see the enemy cannot stand ;
they must go off, they must go offl”
MARLBOROUGH's knowledge of the distrac-
tions in the enemy’s councils, his unexpected ap-
pearance on the banks of the Scheldt, and his
coutident attempt to cross that river in the face
of so numerous an army; these canses, Joined to
his admirable coup-d’'ail*, by which he at once
saw what the enemy had prepared, and were ca-
pable of performing, enabled him to predict, so
early in the action, the final issue of the business.
—On the whole, an uninterrupted course of suc«
cess through many years can never be, with any.
Justice, attributed to fortune or chance +.
MARLBOROUGH’s enemies at home have even
gone so far as to assert, that he was not fond of
exposing his person; while others again, with
sipgular inconsistency, accused Lim of delighting

¥ Sce Lrrrer xxur. (Vol. 2.

t Agrer.the victory of Newinde in 1693, a French
refugee in king William's army, to flatter his hlajcaty
and lessen the glory of marshal Luxembourg, insisted
very much on the marshal’s good-fortune, without men-
tioning his military talents. “ Hold your tonguc, sir,”
replied the king nobly; ¢ he has been too fong a lucky
general, to be nothing but a Incky géneral,”
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iowar, The truth seems to have been, that
Marlbbmugh i)()ssc-sscd an excellent understand-
ing, qualifying him at once for the camp and
the cabinet; an irresistible manner, and an ad-
dress which rendered mankind pleased with them-
selves*. He had the appearance, perhaps the

¥ ¢« Or all the men that ever [ knew in my life (and I
knew him cxtremely well),” says lord Chesteriicld, in
drawing his porsonal character, ¢ the late duke of Niarl-
borough possessed the graces in the highest degree, not
to say engrossed them: and indced he got the most by
them; for I.will venture (contrary to the custom of pro-
found historians, who always assign deep causes for great
events) to ascribe the better half of the duke of Marlbo-
rough’s greatness and riches to those graces. His figure -
wag beautiful; but his munner was irresistible, by either
man or woman. He guined whomever he had a mind
to gain ; and he had a mind to gain cvery bady, because
he knew that every body was more or less worth gain-
ing, Though his power, as minister and genceral, made
hira many political and party encmics, it did not make
him a single personal one; and the very people who
would gladly have displaced, disgraccd, and perhaps at-
tainted, the duke of Marlborough, at the same time
loved Mr. Churchill (his family-name). He had wound
up and turned his whole machine to please and engage.
Hehad an inimitable sweetness and gentlencss in his coun-
tenance, a tenderness in his manner of speaking, a grace-
fal dignity in every motion, and an universal and minute

RO R P ICII PRL AL AT B A RH T T
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substance, of modesty, combined with ease and
dignity. He reconciled mankind to his fame, by
his i\i)parent indiflerence about it; and by at-
tacking them in general through their vanity,
they were willing to return the praise he had be-
stowed. A remarkable proof of this, was the
extreme care. he took, on all occasions, to as-
cribe the credit of his operatioris to the advice of

least person. It was by this engaging graceful manner
that he was enabled, during all his wars, to connect the
various and jarring powers of the grand alliance, and to
carry them on to the main object of the war, notwith-
standing their private and separate views, jcalousies, and
.wrong-hcadedness, Whatever court he went to (and he -
was often obliged to go himself to some restive and re-
fractory ones), he as constantly prevailed, and brought
them into his measures. The pensionary Heinsins, a ve-
nerable old minister, grown grey in business, and ‘who
had governed the republic of the United Provinces for
more than forty years, was absolutely governed by the
duke of Marlborough, as that republic. fecls to this day.
He was always cool, and nobody cver observed the least
variation in his countenance: he could refuse more grace-
fully than other people could grant ; and those who went
away from him the most dissatisfied as to the substance of
their business, were yet personally charmed with him, and
in some degree comforted by his manner. Vet with-all
his gentleness and gracefulness, no man living was more
conscious of bis situation, or maintained his dignity bet-
terM
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prince Eugene; whose vanity was so much flat-
tered by the sceming deference of Mariborough,
that the latter, by affecting to consult Eugene,
was sure to govern him on every point.

HE was perfectly master of his temper¥, and
never suffered his passions or emotions to dis-
cover themselves by any outward demonstrations,
His courage was of the calm and steady kind.
On one occasion only, as we read in his historian
Cunningham, it was roused to a degree of fury.
Ou the most critical and trying emergeneics he
was cool and collected; and more than once, by
presence of mind and quickness of invention, he
extricated himself from the greatest and most
imminent dancers.

HE is reported to have frequently said, that
he was always uneasy while the enemy were at a
distance: and that he wished to go nearer to
them, that he might learn what they were doing,

MARLBOROUGH lived in unfortunate times,
Political dissensions were then carried on with
such violence, and to such heights, that it was
impossible his conduct could escape severe cen-
sure, frony'one or other of the parties by which
England was then convulsed and alternately go-

* A Triviax example on this point is given below, at’
the conclusion of LETTER xVI,
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verned; and he was too closely connected with
both partics, to he able long to keep on good
terms with either of them. Hence his conduct,
both public and private, military and political,
Tias been so variously represented by writers in
opposite interests;,

Tue example of Marlborough is the more
alluring t6 a young officer, as he rose from an
ensign’s comnmission to the highest rank and emi-
nence by his merit alone, unassisted by either
riches or patronage. 1 believe you liave never
seen the noble palace built for him at the na-
tional expense, at Woodstock near Oxford 5 and
settled ou him and his heirs, with a large estate,
by parliament. At some distance in front of the
hounse is a beautitul pillar, erected to his me-
mory by his widow, the pedestal of which is
cased with white marble, having on three of its
faces, engraved at full length, the several acts
of parliament that were passed for different ho-
norary and pecuniary grants to the duke, and
his heirs in the female libe (as his only son died
in childhood). On the face toward the house
is 2 maguiticent inscription, which T shall pre-
sent to you not less for its splendour of style
than as a literary curiosity, it being known to
have procecded from the pen of the sceom-



. ON INTREPIDITY. 81-

plished statesman and philosopher Bolingbroke,
the friend of Pope:

The Castle of BLenneiM, dedicated by Queen AnNe,
in the Fourth Year of her Reign,
in the Year of the Christian' ra One Thousand Seven
Hundred and Five,
a Monument designed to perpetuate the Mcmory of the
Signal Victory
obtained over the FrREncn and Bavarians,
near the Village of BLeNuzmm,
on the Banks of the Danuse,
by Joun Duke of MarnBoROUGH,
the Hero not only of His Nation but His Age,
‘Whose Glory was equal in the Council and in the Field 5
‘Who by Wisdom, Justice, Candour, and Address,
reconciled various and even opposite Interests;
acqpired an Influence which no Rank, no Authority, can
give,
‘Ttor any Force but that of Superior Virtue*;-
Became the fixed important Centre
which united in onc Common Cause
the principal States of TURorE :

Who by Military Knowledge and Irresistible Valour,
in a long Series of Uninterrupted Triumphs,
broke the Power of France,

when raised the highest, when excrted the most, -

* Is this sentence complete, or is some such word us
destroy wanting? ‘The marble bears no appearance of
having been defaced here, and the points are not easliy
distinguishable at such a height from the grousd.

- VOL. 1, G
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tescued the Emrire from Desolation,
asserted and confirmed the Liberties of Eurori,

Pmvie, a Grandson of the IHouse of Francr, united,
to the Interests, directed by the Policy, supported by the
Arms, of that Crown, was placed on the Throne of
SraiN.  King WisLrsam the Third beheld this formidable
Union of two Great and once Rival Monarchies. At
the End of a Life spent in defending the Libertics of
Eurori, he saw them in the greatest Danger. He pro-
vided for their Security in the most effectual Manner :
he took the Duke of MarrsoroucH into his Service.

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to the States General of the UniTep Provinces.

The Duke contracted several Alliances before the
Death of King Witriam. He confirmed and improved
these, He contracted others, after the Accession of Queen
Anne; and reunited the Confederacy, which had been
dissolved at the End of a former War, in a striet and
firmer Ieague. :

Captain General and Commander jn Chief

) of the Forces of GrraT BRITAIN.

The Duke 1ed te the. Field the Army of the Allics.
He took with surprising Rapidity VenLo, RUREMONDE,
STEVENSWAERT, Liece. He extended and secured the
Frontiers of the Durcn. The Enemigs whom He found
insulting at the Gates of NimeoueN, were driven to seck
for“Sﬁeltey behind their Lines, He forced Bonng, Hur,
Livsoura. In another Campaign He opened the Con-
munication of the RuiNre as well as the Mars. He added
all the Country between these Rivers to His former Con-
quests. The Arms of France, favoured by the Defec-
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tion of the Elector of Bavaria, penctrated into the
Heart of the Empirc. 'This mighty Body lay exposed to
immediate Ruin. In that memorable Crisis the Duke of
MaxrsorouvcH led His Troops with unexampled Cele«
rity, Secresy, Order, from the OceanN to the Davuas,
He saw, He attacked, nor stopped but to. conquer, the
Enemy. He forced the BAvARrIaNs, sustained by the
Frencin, i their strong Intrenchments at ScneLLENBERG.
He passed the DaNune, A second Royal Army, com-
posed of the best Troops of FraNcE, was sent to rein-
force the first. That of the ConreperATES Was divided,
With one Part of it the Siegé of INGoLsTADT was car-
ried on. With the other the Duke gave Battle to the
United Strength of FrRance and Bavaria. On the Se-
cond Day of August, One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Four, He gained a more glorious Vicory than the His-
tories of any Age can boast. ‘The Heaps of Slain were
dreadful Proofs of His Valour: a Marshal of Fraxce,
whole Legions of FrEncn, His Prisoners, proclaimed
‘His Mercy. Bavaria was subdued. Ratiskon, Aucs-
BOURG, UM, MEMINGHEN, all the Usurpations of the
Enemy, were recovered. The Liberty of , < DreT, the
"Peace of the EMrirr, were restored, From the Danvsx
the Duke turned His victorious Arms towards the Ruinx
and the MoseLLe. LANDAU, Trieves, TRAERBAGH,
were taken, In the Course of one Campaign, the very
" Nature of the War waachanged "The Invaders of other
“tates were reduced to defend their own. The Frontier
of France was exposed in its weakest Part to the Efforts
of the Allies,
‘That He might improve this Advantage, ! that He might
Push the Sum of Things to a speedy Declfin, thie Dukes
G2
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of MarvLBorouvan led His Troops carly in the following
Year once more to the MoskrLe. They whom He had
saved but a few Months before, neglected to sccond
Him now. They who might have been His Companions:
in Conquest, refused to join Him. When He saw the
generous Designs He had formed, frustrated by private
Intcrest, by Pique, by Jealousy, He returned with Speed
to the Maes. He returned, and Fortune and Victory*
returned with Him. Lizce was relieved, Huy retaken.
The Frexnvit, who here pressed the Army of the SraTes
GeNERAL with superior Numbers, retired behind In-
trenchments which they deemed impregnable. The Duke
forced these Intrenchments with inconsiderable Loss,.
on the Seventh Day of July, One Thousand Scven Hun-
dred and Five, Ic defeated a great Part of the Army
which defended them: the Rest escaped by.a precipitate
Retreat, If Advantages proportionable to this Success
were not inmmediatcly obtained, let the Failure be as-
cribed to that Misfortune which attends most Confede-
racies; a Division of Opinions where One alone should
judge, 4 Division of Powers. where Cne alone should
Command. The Disappointment . itself did Honour to
the Duke. It became the Wonder of Mankind how He
could do so mnich, under those Restraints which had
"bindered Him from doing more.

Powers moye absolute were given ITim afterwards.
The Increase of Tis Powers multiplied His Victories. At
the Opening of the next Campaign, when all His Army
was not yet asscmbied, when it was hardly known that
e had taken the Field, the Noise of His Triumphs was
Leard over Forore.  On the T'welfth Day of May, One
Thousand Seven Hundred und Six, He attacked the
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frency at Ramertizs.  Inthe Space of Two Hours
+heir whole Army was put to Flight, The Vigour and
Conduct with which He improved this Success, were
¢.qual to those with which He gained it. Louvain, Bruse
sxLs, MaviNes, Liere, GHENT, OUDENARDE, ANT-
werP, DaMmEe, Bruces, CourTRAY, surrendered. Os-
7rNp, Mreniv, DENDERMONDE, AETH, were taken.
PraranT and FLaANDERsS were recovered, Places which
had resisted the greatest Generals for Moaths, for Years,
Provinces disputed for Ages, were ‘the Conquests of a
Summer.

Nor was the Duke content to triumph alone. Solici-
tous for the General Interest, His Care extended to the .
remotess Scenes of the War. He chose to Jessen His own
Army, that He might enable the I.caders of other Ar-
mies to conquer. To this it must be ascribed that TuriN
was relieved, the Duke of Savoy reinstated, the TRENCH
driven with Confusion out of Trary.

These Victories gave the ConreperaTEsan Oppor-
tunity of carrying the War on every Side into the Do-
migions of France. But She continued to enjoy a
Kind of peaceful Neutrality in Germany. From Irary
She was once alarmed, and had no more to fear. The
entire Reduction of this Power, whose Ambition had
caused, whose Strength supported, the War, seemad re-
scrved to Him alone Who had so triumphantly began
the Glorious Work, .

‘The Barrier of France on the Side of the Low
CounTriEs had been forming for more than IHulf a
Century.,  What Art, Power, I'xpence, could do, had
been done, to render it impenetrable.  Yet here She was
most exposed, for here the Duke of ManriBorocou
skreateined to attack-Her.

G 3
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‘To cover what they had gained by Surprise, or had
been yielded to them by Treachery, the FRExcu marched
to the Banks of the ScuerLpE. At their Head were the
Princes of the Blood, and their most. fortunate General
the Duke of VenpoMe, Thuscommanded, thus posted,
they hoped to check the Victor in His Course. Vain
were their Hopes, 'The Duke of MarLBoROUGH passed
the River in their Sight.. He defeated their whole Army.
‘The Approach of Night concealed, the Proximity of
GurNT favoured, their Flight. They neglected Nothing
to repair their Loss, to defend their Frontier. New Ge-
nerals, new Armies,appeared in the NeTnErLaNDs. All
contributed to enhdnce the Glory, None were able to
retard the Progress, of the Confederate Army.

LisiE, the Bulwark of this Barrier, was besieged. A
gumerous Garrison, and a Marshal of France, defended
the Place. Prince Evcene of Savoy commanded, the
Duke of Marrsorovcn covered and sustained, the
Siege. The Rivers were seized, and the Communication
with Horranp interrupted. The Duke opened new
Communications, with grcat Labour and greater Art.
Through Countries overrun by the Enemy, the necessary
‘Convoys arrived in Safety. One only was attacked:
the Troops which attacked it were beat. The Defence
of Liste was animated by Assurances of Relief. The
Faencn assembled all their Forces: they marched to-
wards the Town. The Duke of MarLsoroUGH offered
them Battle, without suspending the Siege: they aban.
doned the Enterprise, They came to save the Town:
they were Spectators of its Fall.

From this Conquest the Duke hastened to others.

W Posts taken by the Enemy on the ScueLpe were
surprised. That River was passeq the second Vime; ard,
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notwithstanding the great Preparations made to prevent
it, without Opposition. Brusseis, besieged by the Elec-
tor of Bavaria, was relieved. GuENT surrendered to
the Duke in the Middle of a Winter yemarkably severe.
An Army little inferior to His ows marched out of the
Place. '

As soon as the Season of the Year permitted Him to
open another Campaign, the Duke besieged and took
‘Tourmav. He invested MoNs. Near this City the
Frencn Army, covered by.thick Woods, defended by
treble Intrenchments, waited to molest; nor presumed
to offer Battle. Even this was net attempted by them
with Impunity. On the Last Day of August, One Thou-
sand Seven Ilundred and Nine, the Duke attacked them
in their Camp. All was employed, Nothing availed,
against the Resolution of Such a Ceneral, against the
Fury of Such Troops. ‘T'he Pattle was bloody; the
Event decisive. 'The Woods were pierced: the Forti-
fications trampled down: the Enemy fled: the Town
was taken.

Doway, BeTnunr, Airy, St. VENANT, Boucnaiw,
underwent the same Fate in T'wo succeeding Years.
Their vigorous Resistance could not save them. The
Army of Fraxce darst not attempt to relieve them: it
seemed reserved to defend the Capital of the Monarchy.

‘The Prospect of this Extreme Distress was neither dis-
tant nor dubious. The Frewcn acknowledged their
CoxgueRror and sued for Prace.

hese are the Actions of the Duke of Marisorovgu;
performed in the Compass of Few Years,
sutiicient 20 adorn the Annals of Ages.
G4
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'The Admiration of Other Nations
will be conveyed to Latest Posterity
in the Histories even of the Enemies of BRiTaIN.
The Sense which the Brrrisu Nation had
of His transcendant Merit
was expressed
in the most solemn, most effectual, most durable, Manner.
The Acts of Parliament inscribed on this Pillar
shall stand as long as the BriTisn Name and Language
‘ last,
Hlustrious Monuments
of MArLBOROUGH's Glory
and
of BriTaIN’s Gratitude.
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LETTER V.

ON FIRMNESS.

FIRMNESS, that first effect of greatness
of soul, is a virtue which directs us and sustains
us in the most trying situatious of our lives; it
enables ws to look unmoved upon events the
wost eritical, and on death itself, i .

“1 vieLDp myself to every chance,” said
Cesar, to those who exhorted Lim not to expose
himself to the rage of his enemies: * If I must
die to-morrow, he it so'—it will not be because I
seck death; and 1 shall not aveid it from my
repugnance to submit to it : it is for the Gods to
fix the time of my death; but the mauner in
which I meet it, is in my own power. 1If the
Giods ordain the dreams of Calphurnin®, it is
unot that 1 may scek to preserve my life, but that
1 may prepare for death: I am full of days and
of glory; what has not Cesar performed with
bonour equal to any of the ancient heroes?

”»

* His wife, who had been alarmed by dreams, re-
specting his safety,
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Cosar yet lives, but Cesar is always prepared to
die.”

WHEN an attempt was once made to hinder
Pompey from embarking during a violent tem-
pest; ¢ It is necessary,” said he, * that Ishould
depart; but it is not necessary that I should
live.”

Prince EUGENE, having made himself mas-
ter of the city of Milan, sent a summons to the
marquis De la Floride, commandant of the cita-
del, threateniug to refuse himn all quarter if he
did wot surrender in four-and-twenty  hours.
“ ] have d_ei‘euded,” answered this intrepid war-
rior, ¢ twenty-four places for the kings of Spain
my wasters, and I shall be proud to lose my life
in the breach of the twenty-hfih.”

BuT it is not sulicient that an ofticer be firm
and iutrepid in presence of tie enemy; there are
occasions in which foititude is yet more neces-
sary, and may acquire him greater credit: these
are in councils of war; and in cases of delibera-
tion on the safety of a town, a corps, and
sometimes of an.army. It may pethaps require
the firmness of only a single resolute character, in
an assembly entertaining a multitude of discor-
ant opinions, to preserve 3 state from the dis-
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grace into which their imprudent counsel is
about to plunge it.

The Turks, having made themnselves masters
of Sbarras, laid siege to Trembauly. The no-
bility resident in the cavirons, who had taken
refuge in the fortress, on seeing the imminence
of the danger, and not being informed of the
succours which were approaching, communi-
cated their fears to the garrison, and determined
to deliver up the place.

The wife of the governor, baving privately
heard the resolution they had just taken, went
to the breach, to inform her hushand of what
had passed. Chrosonowski instantly flew to the
council. “ It is yet uncertain,” said he, “ whe-
ther the enemy will master us; but this is cer-.
tain, that if you persist in your dastardly resolu-
tion, I will burn every one of you alive in this
hall. The soldiers are at this moment at the
doors, and the torches lighted, ready to exccute
my orders.” This firmness had the desired ef-
fect, and they continued to defend themsclves
with the utmost fortitnde. The Turks, on their
side, redoubled their efforts. Repulsed in four
assaults, they were now meditating a fiftha,
Chrosonowski himself appeared alarimed; when”
dis wife, mistaking this disquictude for weakness,
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presented to him two poinards: “If thou aur.
renderest,” said she to him fiercely, * one of these
shiall be ugainst thy life, and the other against
my‘uwu." At that instant the Polish arny ar-
zived, and compelled the raising of the siege.

The Bloody defeat of the Romans at Cann,
threw the eity of Rome into the deepest conster-
nation and despair.  Scipio learnt that a great
number of citizens of the first rank, and many of’
the senators, who had escaped the chains of the
Carthaginians, were assembled under one Me-
tellus, and had formed the design of abandoning
not only the town, hat Italy. He hastened to the
spot, followed by a few friends. On cntering
the assembly, he drew his sword: « [ swear,”
said he, «that 1 will never abar:ion the repub-
lic, nor will sufler any of its citizens to aban-
donit” Then addressing himself to the master
of the house where they were assembled : ¢ It is
necessary that yon, and all those now here, take
the same oath, or I will put every one of you to
death.”  To this firmness of Scipio, Rome and
Italy owed their safety.

HOLLAND, under circumstances as deplor-
able, was equally indebted to two of its eitizens.
Lous XIV. had made himsclf master of Novar-
den, Voorden, and Qudewater. The vapidity -
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of s congnests, his near approach, wnd the
impossibility of receiving succours, determined
the magistrates of Amsterdam to send the keys
to the Conqueror.  Hope, grand pensionary of
the city, and Hasler, chief-bailiff, strongly re-
woustrated agaiast this advice.  Their remon-
strances were in vain, fear having scized all the
other magistretes,  In this entremity  theve
two heroie  citizens epcsed a window which
looked upon o squarc adjoining the hall, and.
thicatenc:d to call in the populace nstoatly, if
they did not alter their resofution. 'The cer:
tainty of beiny iimmediately worn to pieces, made
so powerful sn Imwpre-<ion on the magistrates,
that they give up their first intention, and began
to take every mea.ure for the seeurity of the
place.

FreMNEss i, above all things, essential at a
time of revolt: especially shouid tuis happen in
the corps of which you have yourself the com-
mand.  In sach circumstanees, the greatest in-
trepidity and composure are required,

ArTER the Dattie of Pharsalia, Mare Antony
led baek to Italy tie greater part of the troops
which had been eipleyed in the war against
Yompey,  He quartered them i the environs
wof Kome, 'Fhese fumous legions, which bal
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served in (laul, and had prosecuted the wary
of Epirus and of Thessaly, thought themselves
entitled, at the close of their labours, to the yea
wards which Cesar had so often promised them,
When they were sounded ahout repassing the
ocean on fresh enterprises, they absolutely re-
fucdd to obey, unless the long-expected recom-
pense were paid them; and resisted all the re-
presentations made to them by Cesar, through
the medium of Sallust, who was then lately
made privior, and by other distinguished officers.
These niessages only increased the insolence of
the rebels: they offered personal violence to
Sallust: and after having barbarously murdered
two prators, marched straight to Rome, pillag-
ing and destroying every thing in their way. The
danger hoth to Cesar and to the city hecame
extrame.  But the soul of this great man was
fccessible to fear.  He ordered the gates to bé
shut; and advancing with a small escort, pre-
seifedd bimsel( to the mutineers. Iis air and
manaer greatly disconcerted these misguided and
furions men,  He boldly mounted the tribune ;
and s well did he know how to manage the
multitude, that the scditious troops in a very
short time were prostrate ar his feet, offered
thewmnselves to lis vengeance, and. solicited, ay
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a favour, the honour f following him -to the
African war,  Cesar, after having suffered them
to remain for some time i suspense and appre-
hension, afteéted to yield to their entreatics, and
granfed them a pardon. He excepted only the
Fenth legion; which, however, afterward joined
him in Afrita, though contraty to his orders.
The conduct of Cesar on this occasion, perhaps
mote than any other of his life, showed him to
be atruly great man.

Tur example which Scipio Africanus had, be-
fore Cesar’s time, shown in a still more serious
emergence of this nature, is so admirable, and
the whole event so truly interesting, that I shall
make no excuse to you for giving a detail of it
from Livy and Appian.

DuRING his wars in Spain, Scipio was taken
very ill; and rumour declared his sickness much
thore dangerous than it wasin reality. The whole
province of Spain, and especially the most dis-
tant quarters, were filled with trouble and con-
fusion in conseqquence of this news. The allies
became unfaithful, and the soldiers seditious.
Mandonius and Indibilis (two Spanish princes),
having caused their subjects and a great number ’
of Celtiberians to take arms, made excursions
into the territories of the allies of the Roman
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people. But the most unhappy circumstance f
this revolt was, that even the citizens themselves
forgot their duty to their country.

Near Sucro there was a body of eight thou-
sand Romans, who had been encamped there in
order to awe the people on that side of the
Iberus. These troops had begun to mutiny, he-
fore the news of Scipio’s illness arrived.  Long
ease, as usually happens, had produced licen-
tiousness.  Accustomed, during war, to live at
large in the enemy’s country, they suftered them-
selves with great reluctance to be heyt within
bounds in time of peace. At first they only mar-
mured in secret. ¢ If there be still any eneniey
in the province,” said the-e soldiers, “why do
they keep us in a country at peace, where we
remain in a state of inaction? Gr if the war be
terminated, why do not they let us return to
“Italy?” The news of Scipio’s sickness, followed
immediately by the report of his death, increased
their disaffection, and they demanded their pay
with insolence.  When on guard, they insulted
the tribunes as they walked the rounds: and
many went out to plander in the neighbouring
villages, whose inhabitauts were allies of the Ro-
mans.  Even in open duv. and withou! recard
to orders, they quitted tocir colours, and wert
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where they pleased, without asking permissiop
of their oflicers.

" They still however retained an appearance of
2 Roman camp, solely with the hope of rendering
their tribunes the accomplices of their sedition
and disorder. But when, after various trials,
they found that to be impossible, they drove the
officers out of the camp, and unanimously trans-
ferred the command to two private soldiers, the
authors of the sedition. These fellows did not
content themselves with the ensigus of legionary
tribunes : they had the impudence to assume the
marks of supreme power, and to cause the rods
and axes to be carried Defors them ; without
considering, that the superb equipage whick
they employed for heeping others in awe, would
be the instruments of the punishment their crime
had deserved.

The mutineers every moment expected couriers
with the news of Scipio’s funeral. But several
days having passed without any confirmation of
the report of his death, they began to search for
the first authors of it: every one shifting it
from himself; and choosing rather to seem to
hiave Delieved the news too lightly, than to have
invented it. It was then that the ringleaders of
the mutiny, seeing themsclves nolonger supported

YOL. 1. H
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with the same ardour as formerly, began to look
on the fasces with terror; and to tremble at the
effects of a lawful authority, ready to fall on

them with the whole weight of its just indigna-
tion. '

The sedition was now, if not extinguished, at
least greatly damped ; when certain advice was
hrought, first that Scipio was alive, and next
that he was absolutely out of danger. Soon after
seven legionary tribunes, sent by Scipio, arrived
in the camp.  The sight of these officers at first
incensed the soldiers; but their obliging and fa-
miliar behaviour, attended with an air of kind-
ness and goodwitl, soon made every body quiet.
They insinuated themselves into the knots of sol-
diers discoursing together, and shared in the
conversation; and without reproaching them in
the least for their past conduct, seemed desirous
only to be informed of the occasion of their dis-
content wnd alanns.  The soldiers complained of
ot baving been paid on the fixed days: adding,
that it wus by their valour the glory of the Ro-
i nane had beca preserved, as well as the
in'mincc; which the death of the two Scipios,
and the defeat of their armies, had exposed to
the utmost danger.  The tribunes replied, that
it was casy to give them satisfuction; and that
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S.ipie and the commonwealth were both able
and willing to bestow on their services and valour
the rewards which these had merited.

Scipio was at no loss when the question was to
make war; but having never hefore experienced .
a sedition, he did not well know how to act on
the presemt occasion. He resolved to adopt a
middle course; and neither to let the mutineers
escape with perfect impunity, nor yet to intlict
on them too severe a punishment. With this
view he sent to the -tributary . cities the persons
who collected the revenues of thre conmsonwealth ;
and this gave the soldiers hopes that they should
inunediately be paid - their arrears.  Some days
after, he published a decree, . by which they
were commanded to conie to Carthagena, to re-
ceive their pay; separately by companies, or all
together if they chose it. . They thought it mewt
prudent'to embrace: the latter method.  When
they arrived in the neighbourhood of Carthagena,
they were informed that all the troops Scipio
had in that city were to set out, under the con-
duct of Silanus, in order to reduce the revolted
Spaniards.  This news not only delivered them
from the dread and anxiety which the remein-
Lraice of their crimes gave them, but filled them
with the greatest joy. 'They imagined that theiy .

ng
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general was on the point of remaining alone with
them, and that they should thus e more in a cou.
dition to give hint law than to receive it from him,
They entered the city towards the close of the
day, aud saw the troops there making all the ne-
cessary preparations for their departure. During
the night, those who were to be punished,
amounﬁng to about thirty-five, and who were the
-principal authors of the sedition, were seized.
“Great care was taken to do this without noise.
Toward the end of the night, the baggage of the
army which (as it was pretended) was to set out,
began its march, At day-break the troops ad-
vanced out of the city: but stopped at the gate;
.and guards were posted at all the other gates, to
prevent any one from coming out.
After these precautions, those who arrived the
night before came to the assembly td which they
"had been summoned, with an air of haughtiness
and arrogance; as people who were on the point
of filling their general with terror, and far from
fearing any thing from him, Scipio then ascended
Jis tribunal ; and at that instant the troops whe
-had been made to march out of the city, having
re-entered, surrounded the unarmed soldiers as-
sembled round their general. At that moment
all their insolenee forsook them; and what ter-
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rified them most, was the vigour and healthy
look of Scipio (whom they expected to find lan-
guid and weak with long sickness), and a visage
more fierce and envaged than they had ever oh-
served him to have in the day of battle. e
continued sitting for some time without saying a
word ; till he was informed that the anthors of
the sedition had been carried to the public place,
and that all thingzs were ready. -
Then causing silence to be proclaimed by a
lictor, he spoke to this effect: T never thought.
that when I was to speak to my soldiers, T eouid
have been at a loss for what 1o sav,  Hawever,
-at this time, both thoughts wnd expression: fuil
me. 1 do not know what name to give rou.
ShiallT call you citizens? You who have revaited
against your country : vou who have thrown ofl
yoar obedience to your general’s authority, wnd
violated the oath by which you bonnd yourselves
to him.  Or shall I call you enemies? You have
the appearance, the habits, of citizens: bul yeu
actions, langnage, and conspiracics, show von to
be eneties.  And wcrordingly,  whardiu huve
vour intentions aiad hopes differed from those of
the Spasiards T You are even nrore eriminal, and
nore frwitie, than they,  For alterall, they 1ot
towed s the leaders of their frenzy Mand wins
L
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and Indibilis, princes of the blood royal; whereas
you have had the baseness to acknowledge for
your generals two men, the mere dregs of the
army. Deny that you have had any share in se
detestable, so extravaganta design,  Aftirm, that
it was the contrivance of a small number of fran-
tic, abandoned wretches. T shall be glad to be-
lieve you;; and it is my interest so to do.

 As to me, after having driven the Cartha-
ginians ont of Spain, 1 did not imagine, con-
sidering the conduct T have held, that there was -
a single place in the whele proviuce where my life
was hateful, or a single mau that could desire
my death. How much T was deceived in this hope?!
"The moment the report of my death was spread
in my camp, my own soldiers not only heard it
with indifference, but even expected the con-
firmation of it- with impatience. I am far from
thinking thiat the whole army thought in the same
manner. If I believed this, I could not longer
support a life llg.eome so odious to all my coun-
trymen and to all my soldiers, and should sacri-
fice it here before your eyes.

“ But let us suppose that you believed my
death with more precipitation than joy, and that
1 did not deserve your attaclment and tidelity so
riuch as T imagined;-- what had your gountry
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done to you, that you should betray it by joia-
ing Mandonius and Indibilis? What had the Ro-
“man people done to you, that you should tara
vour arms against them ! What injury had vou
received from them, to deserve such a revenge 2
What! did your not being paid for a few dayvs,
daring the illness of your general, seem a sufli-
cient reason for viclating all laws human and di-
vine ! In former times, an unjust sentence and
an uahappy banisimment induced Coriolanus to
besiege Rome.  But the respect alone that he
owed his mother, wrested the arms out of his
hands, and obliged him  to renounce his en-
terprise. ‘

« And after all, what was the end of yours?
and what advantage did you expect from so fran-
tic and criminal a counspiracy? Were you in
hopes of depriving the Roman people of the pes-
session of Spuin, and of muking yourselves mas-
ters of it? Buot should 1 have died, would the
commonwealth have ended with my lifte? Would
the sovereignty of the Roman people have ex-
pired with me ! May the Gods forlid, that the
duration of a state founded under their auspices
to subsist eternally, should become equal, and
be lunited, to that of a trail and perishable body
hine wiive ? The Roman peopie have survived tie

H 4
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loss of Paulus Emilius, Marcellus, the two
Scipios, my father and uncle, and the many il-
Tustrious gencrals who have perished in the same
war; and will survive a thousand others, whom
the sword or disease may carry off. You cer-
tainly lost all reason and sense, when you aban-
doned vour duty; and you can be cousidered
only as a people seized with frenzy and dis-
traction,

* But let all that is pas‘t be buried, if possi-
ble, in eternal oblivion, or at least in profound
silence.  For my part, 1 shall reproach you with
it no more; and may you forget, as 1 shall
catirely, the excesses you have run into.  As to
what regards you in general,—it you repent of
your crime, T am satisfied. Tor the wretches
who have corrupted you, they shall expiate their
erime with their blood. If you have recovered
the use of your reason, their punishment will
not only give no pain, but even be agreeable to
you; for they have wronged none so much as
yourselves,”

As soon as Scipio had finished, all that was
eapable of striking terror into their souls was ex-
hibited to their eyes and ears. The soldiers of
the other army, who had surrounded the assem-
bly, began to strike their swords on their shiclds;
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and at the same instant was heard the voice of
the herald, summoning those who had been
condemned, into the presence of the council,
After having been stripped, they were dragzed
into the middle of the assembly, and the instru-
ments of their punishment were immediately
brought out.  While they were being fastened
to stakes, whipped with rods, and beheaded,
their accomplices remained motionless ; and so
struck with dread, that not a single complaint,
nor even a groan, escaped them.  The “dead
bodies were then removed; and the soldiers,
having all been called in succession, took a new
oath in Scipio's name to the tribunes, and at the
same instant all their arrears were paid (o
them, -
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LETTER VI
ON THE LOVE OF OUR COUNTRY.

THE love of our country is one of the
most noble and most generons of principles,
It not unfrequently gets the hetter even of self-
love; for a true patriot is at all times willing,
il catled upon, to sacrifice his possessions, his
dearest interests, his life itself, in his country’s
service :——ard this sentiment is founded in justice;
for when men have agreed to live in society, all
private attachments ought to yield to the pub-
lic benefit. The records of antiquity are crowded
with glovious examples of devotedness and of
sacrifices to this hononrable passion,

How noble is the picture of an officer who,
having received a musket-ball through the body,
says only to his comrades and the soldiers that
pressed round him: ¢ My friends,” showing
them a passage it was necessary to force, *¢ that
is the path to glory; take no thought of me—
butdo vour duty!”

An aged oflicer, wihose son was wounded
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with the same bullet that killed Turenne, ex-
_claimed : It is not for my son you must weep;
but for that great man, and the irreparable
loss which your country will sustain in his death.”
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY too, whose name will
be an-everlasting honour to Fugland, being mor-
tally wounded at the battle of Zutphen, the
snrgeon of count Hallard, who attended on
that officer as well as on his wounded master,
told him that he was afraid he could not save
the life of sir Philip. < Away!” said the count
angrily; “npever return to me till you bring
news of that man’s recoyery, whose life is of more
value to his country than many such as mine,”
CoURrAGE is undoubtedly the principal virtue
of a general; but a man who is entrusted with
the destiny of thousands of his fellow-creatures,
if he be not influenced by a sincere love for the
true interests of his country, will, like Sempro-
nius and Varro, and somne generals of our own
day, sacrifice his troops wantonly to his ambition,
and the desire of a false reputation®: true glory

* DUoNAPARTE is said to have forced the bridge of
Lodi from animpulse of vanity, in front of the Aus-
trian cannon, at the expence of six thousand of his best
troops: when at the distance of a few miles he might
-have forded the river with an inconsiderable loss,
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requires virtues of which Sempronius and Varro
were destitnte.

THE love of our country ought to be the-
leading motive to excite us to great actions. Tt
was this sontiment that drew Haunibal from the
heart of Africa, vreed him to undertake the
most formidable dighienlties in the war against
the Romans, and readered hin} finally their con-
queror.  Wherever it prevaiis in its genvine vi-
#our aud extent, it absorbs all sordid and selfish-
regards; 1t subdues the love of ease, power,
pleasure, and wealth; nay, wheh the amiable
partialities of friendship, wratitude, or even pri-
vate and.domestic aflections, come in competi-
tion with it, if will teach us to sacrifice all, in
order to maintain the rights, and promote aud
defend the honour aud happiness, of our coun-
try.

ASPARTAN lady had five sons in the army,
and was hourly in expectation of news from the
field of battle, A messenger returns from the
camp, and with trembling agitation she applies
to lim for information.  “ Your five sons,” said
huggc wre lain” < Base slave! did T ask thee
that?”  Yet we buve gained the victory.”
o Thanks to the Gods!” exckuimed the mother ;
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and she instantly flew to the temple, in order to
offer up her thanks.

" AT the siege of St. Lo, in 1574, the com-
mandant of that garrison could not be prevailed
wpon to surrender it.  He mounted the breach,
accompanied by his two sons; one a boy of ten,
the other of twelve, years of age. ¢ My com-
panions!” said he to his soldiers; ¢ in conjunc-
tion with vour lives and my own, I make a sa-
crifice to God of what [ hold most dear in this
world—the lives of my two children. T would
niuch rather that their bloed, pure and without
taint, should now be wixed with my own, than
that my country should full into the hands of
those tyrants (the Leaguers).”  He was soon
after killed by a cannon-ball, his children remain~
ing unhurt.

A CorsicaX gentleman, who had been tuken
prisoner by the Genoese, was thrown into a dun-
geon, where he was chained to the ground.
While he was in this situation, the Genoese sent
a message to him,—that if he would aceept of a
commission in their service, he might have it,
¢ No,” said he; “ were I to embrace your offer,
it would be with a determined purpose to take
the first oppertunity of returning to the service
of my country. DBut 1 will not aeceptit: for I
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would not Lave my countrymen even sucpect
that T ¢ould he one moment wnfaithiul,”  And
he remxained in his dungeon®. '

THE noblest trinmph of patriotism consixts
in forgetting onr private animo itics and - reseni-
ments; our feelings of wnrewarded . service, and
mjured, perhaps insulted, merit ; when the good
of our country again requires our active exer-
tions.—A long series of ealumuics, the sugges-
tions of envy, had deprived the Prussian general
Zieten of the confidence of his sovereien, had
forced from the presence of Frederic his Dest
and bravest commander. "The monarch at length
perceived his true interest, and sought to recul
Zicten fo his station in the army. He employed
for this purpose the iutervention of one of his

' Turre is a singular anecdote of an officer who
could scarcely bring tne principle which is the subject
of this Letter, into competition with his sense of the hoe
nour of his family.—While Louis XIV. besieged Lisic,
the count de Brouai, governor of the town, had occa-
sion one day to make some communication to him in
his camp.  Wlen the messenger was returning, the duke
déClwrost, captain of the guards, catled out. « fell

not to follow the example of the governor of
m who yielded like a coward” "The king tarned

Mnghing, and said, “ Charrost, age you mad 7 -
¢ How, sir " answered he; % Brouai is my cous..”
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olficers, who called upon Zicten, and in the
course of conversation asked him, as if by mere
accident, what he intended to do in case a war
should bresk out: he likewise made particular
inquiry into the state of his health, and hoped
it would not prevent his joining the army.  Zie-
ten was not unprepared for the visit: he sus-
pected the ohject of if, and received the roval
emissary with suitable dignity and caation,  « It
is ahsolut@ly impossible,” he replied, “ for me
to undertake the campaign.  Since [ lost the
king’s favour, I have been a continual prey to
sexations which have impaired my health and
depressed my courage. I camot see in what
wanner I can be useful. 1 can ncither change
my tactics nor my conduct: unfortunately, both
have displeased the king, and involved me in
disgrace.  With principles like mine, it is im-
possible to serve: I shall be an ineumbrance to
the army, a mere machine without spring or
motion.” The visitor nrged every thing that he
could suggest by way of counteracting this reso-
fution; and on pretence of the warm imerest
which he took in the general’s welfare, began to
insinuate with all the art of a courtier, that it
would cost him nothing to be reinstaied in the
goud graces of the monarch ; that a single word
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would remove cvery obstacle.  Zieten however
would not accept a pardon from the king: it was
Jjustice, not pardon, thot he looked for at his
hands ; nor could he condescend to owe that
Jjustice to the intercession of an enemy. lle
therefore remained firm in his purpose.

Frederic bad the return of Zicten too much
at hicart, not to determine on meking another
attempt.  What had been refused to the favou-
rite, might, he conceived, be granted 1o the mo-
narch; the sahject, he hoped, nmight vield to the
solicitation of his sovereign. He therefore re-
solved to call himself upon Zieten, and alone.
Frederic hoped that his cloquence would prove
a cure for the general’s assumed indisposition.
Ie at first attempted to make him acknowledge
his faults, and was desirous to persuade himn
that he himself had been the sole cause of the
misunderstanding which had so long subsisted
between them,  1le ended his harangue with a
promise of forgetting every thing that had passed,
and held out his hand in token of reconciliation,

The king thought he had now done all that
was necessary ; and indeed he had done much
for a prince like Trederic the Great. But he
went too far with Zieten, when he required him
to tokeupon himself the whole of the blame;
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Yo acknowledge faults of which he had not been
gaiity, and negligences which he bad not fallen
Jnto; and to consider as a favour the rvéowr_v
of the good grices of his sovereigu. The wrongs
of which Zieten liad to coomplain, were too deeply
rooted iu his memory. T the struggle that was
neeessary to enable him to tear himself from his
king and country, his feelings had Dbeen too
deeply wounded to adwmit of an casy care.  lie
listened in profommd sifence to the representa-
tions of the monareh: but e Leard them % ithi-
vt yielding himself up to them; and the mo-
ment of reconeilintion b gunto apyenr wmove dis-
tant than ever, when the good CGenius of Prissia
prompted Frederie with the f{ollowing words:
“No; it cannot be possible that Zieten, my
faithful general, on the approach of a perilous
war, should abundon his king and country,
whose confidence he so fully possesses!”  ‘These
few words trimmphed over the firmuess of the
‘hero, and found ll_xe way to his heart. He threw
himself at the monarch’s feet, and vowed to
shed the last drop of his blood in his service.
Tur love of our country, far from being an
unsocial sestiment, is what, sbove every other,
attaches us the most strongly to our parents.
1o our wives, our clildren, our {riends, and (e
AREI 1
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those scenes and places which are endeared (o
us by our earlicst pleasures.  How then, we may
ask, can such a principle inspire us with a ha-
tred of the rest of the world ? )

AN oilicer who is net in the service of his own
couniry, ought to counsiler that as his country

for wiivh he bears arms. Ile is bound to it hy

the engagements hie has contracted, by the post
which his prinee has catmsted ki with, and by
the protection he enjovs wnder his goverimeent
be therefore owes (o0 hun tie sune fidelity, zoul,
and attachment, as he would have manifested
fawards the eonatry that gave him birth.

THE Swedes pressed with irresistilde vigour
the siege of Copeniagen. The fortress of Rends-
hourg, i Holstein, was the only place by which
e Lind succours could e conveyed to the be-
siegedd. On taking this town, Copeuhagen must
hiave been compelled to surrender ; but the place
wis strong, the garrison numerous, and the com-
mander o man of great reputation.  The duke of
Holstoin, who was in the interest of the Swedes,
koped to deprive Copenhagen of this resource.
j';[e made an offer to the inhabitants of Rends-
bourg to take them wnder his protection, to pro-
vide for their safety by means of the troops he
hiad then with him, wd prowized to obtain for
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them the neutrality of his comsin the king of
Sweden. The father of tie commandant, b.iug
in the duke’s service, was the person pitched upon
1o convey these proposals, < It would have heen

»

diifiralt to persuade me,” suid the son 1o la,
“that yon were capable of nuhing me a propo-
sition of this nature: allow me to say, tlat weve
voeu not wmy futher, T should not have listened to
it with patienee, and a dungeon should e
heen the punishment of such insolence.”  The
tuther, who was influenced oy by the motive of
duty towardsthe pricee whom e served, replied:
© Tl far have [ spohei to yon as a subject of
the duke; bnt as vour father, 1 declure to you,
that i you had had the weakness to discovar
tie least inclination of survendering the fortress
whicn 1s confided to your charge, 1 should have
Leen the first to treat you as a traitor and a re-
bel, and to declare you wanerthy of the name

vou bear,”
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LETTER VIL

ON GREATNESS OF SOUL.

GREATNESS of soul consists, not only in
courage enlightened by justice and humanity
(virtues without which courage is seldom any
thig else than ferocity) but likewise in a certain
clevation, which, setting us above every kind of
weakness, renders us, In a manner, inaccessible
to it. Thus the brave man becomes intrepid
amidst dangers, indifferent in the most terrible
misfortunes, and tranquil in those trying mo-
ments, when the most distinguished courage is
apt to fuil.  The spectacle most worthy the at-
tention of the Gods, says Seneca, and that
which they contemplate with the greatest appro-
bation, is a virtuous man struggling against ill-
Jortune, and agjsing himself superior to it.

Ty Freuch in Canada once made an attack
“on the Iroquois Indians, who were surprised and
reuted.  The most distinzuished among them,
a venegable chief, nearly a hundred years of uge,
either disdainitg or not being able to fly, vus
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tahen prisoner and abandoned to the savages, ©
who, according to their eustomn, made hin suffer
the most exquisite tortures.  The old maun did
not utter a groan or a sigh; but severely re-
proached his cmmirymou for submitting to fwe
the slaves of Luropeans, of whom he spoke with
the utmost contempt.  These invectives irritated
one of the spectators; who struck him several
blows with a sabre, to dispatch him: “ You ere
siong,” replicd the futrepid prisoner coolly, “to
attempt Lo shorten my live, which might have al- -
lowed you more time to learn from iy exanple,
how to die like a man!”

INNUMERABLE instaiices of the various kinds
of magnanimity or greatnessof soul, are recerded
in ancient and modern history. A few of these
it may give you pleasure to learn, or be re-
minded of..

LEeoN1DAs having, with three hundred men-
only, disputed the pass of Thermopilie against
the whole army of Xerxes, and being killed in
the conflict, Xerxes, by the advice of Mardonius,
one of his generals, caused his dead body te-be
hung upon a gallows: thus making the intended
dishonour of his enenty liis own immeortal shame®,

* LeoNipas and Lis three hundrced heroes felly wit
13
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"But snme tinie after, Xerxes being defeated, and
Mardonius slain, one of the principal citizens of
Mgina addressed himself to Pausanias, desiring
him to avenge the indignity which Mardonius and
Nerwes had shown to Leonidas, by treating the

hody of Mardonius after the same menier.  As

a farther motive fui doing so, he added, that by

thus satistying the manes of those who were

hilled at 'Thermopylie, he would  immortalize

Lis own name throughout Greece, and make his

memory dear to the latest posterity.  * Cairy

thy base counsels elsenhere,” replied Pausauias :
thou must have a verv wroeg notion of true
clory, o imagine that the way for me to acquire
it is to initate the barbarians.  1f the esteem of
the people of Egina is not to be purchased but
by suel a proceeding, Fshiall be content with
prosening that of the Lacedemoniaus enly;
amone vaow the base and ungeicrous pleasure

ol rovenge ds never put i competition with that

of shoving clemency amd moderation to an

caemy, especially after his deati. As tor nny de-
parted conntrymen, they are sufficiently avenged

the cxception of one man; who contrived to make his
escape to Sparta, where he was reccived as a traitor and

a coward. '
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by the death of the many thousand Persians slain
Jon the same spot in the last engagement,”

The tuhabitants of Privernum being subdued
and taken prisoners after a revolt, one of them
was ashed by Plautinue, a Roman senator who
advised putting them all to death, what punish-
ment he and his fellow-captives deserved. lic
answered with great intrepidity: © We deserve
that puuishment which is due to men who we
Jewlous of their liberty, and think themselves
worthy of it.” Plautinus, perceiving that this
answer exasperated some of the senators, enden-
voured to prevent the ill eliects of it, bs putiing
a milder guestion: ¢ How would you bhebave,”
said e, “ if Rome should pardon you?” « Our
conduct,” replied the generous capiive, depends
upon yours.  If the peace you grant be an ho-
nourzble one, you may be assured of a constant
fidelity on our .parts: if the terms of it he hard
and dishonourable, lay no stress on our adhe-
rence 1o you.”  Some of the judges considered -
these words as insolent: hut‘the wiser part, per-
ceiving in them a great degree of magnaniwity,
exclained, that a nation whose only desire was
liberty, and their only fear that of lesing it, was
worthy to become Roman. Aceordingly a decree
passed in favour of the prisoners, and Privernmum

14
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was declared a municipal town. Thus the bold
sincerity of one man saved his country, and.
gained it the privilege of heing incorporated into
the Roman state,

WaEN Alexander the Great had totally de-
feated the nuierons army of Porus, an Indian
prince of Erozu courage and prudence, the con-
gueror desired to see his uniuccessful enewy,
After much entreaty, Porus consented.” Alex-
ander, on his approach, advanced in order to
receive him, with some of his train, Having
come pretty near him, Alexander stopped to
tahe a view of his nolde mien, he being much
above the eommmen height: some historians say
he was seven feet and a half in stature.  Porus
didd not seem dejected at his misfortune ; hut ad-
vanced with a resolute countenance, like a wars
rior whose courage in defending "his dominious
ought to acquire him the esteem of his victor.
Alexander spoke first: and with ap august and
gracious air, asked him how he desired to he
treuted,  Like a king!” replied Porus. « But,”
continued Alexander, ¢ do you ask nothing
more!” ¢ Ng,” replied Porus; ¢ every thing is
fat single word.” Alexander, struck
tness of soul, the beroism of which
shitened by distress, not only restored

included in
with this gg
seemsey
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his kingdom, but annexed other provinces to it,
and treated him with the highest marks of ho-
nour, esteem and friendship. Porus was faithful
to him till death.—1It is hard to say, whether the
victor or the vauquished best deserved praise on
this oceasion. A
RicuArD the First, king of England, having
mvested the castle of Chalons, was shot in the
slmuldcr with an arrow; and an unkilful sur-
geon, endeavouring to-extract the weapon,-man-
gled the flesh in such a manner that a nrortifica-
tion ensued.  The castle beiug taken, and per-
ceiving that he should not survive, he ordered
Bertrand de Gourdon, who had shot the arrow,
to be brought into his presence. Dertrand being
come: “ Vhat harm,” said the king, « did 1
ever do thee, that thou shouldst kill me?”  The
other replied with great magnanmimity and cou-
rage: “ You killed with your own Land my fa-
“ther and two of my brothers, and designed to
kill me:  You may now satiate your revenge, I
should cheerfully suffer all the torments that can
bhe inflicted, were I sure of having delivered the
world of a tyrant who filled it with blood aud
carnage.” 'This spirited answer had such au ef-
fect on Richard, that he ordered the prisoner to
be presented with a hundred shillings, and st at
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liberty; but Maccardec, one of the king’s officers,
inhwmandy had him faved alive.

Tus duke of Gnise was informed that a pro-
testanit gentleinan had come into bis camp with’
an intention to assassivate him. The duke sent
for hint (who immediately avowed his intention),
and whed him whether his design arose from
any offence he had ever given him,  “ Your ex-
cellency never gave me any, I assure you,” re-
plied the gentleman; “ my motive for desiring
yourlife is because you are the greatest enemy
our religion ever knew.” Well then, iny friend,”
saidd the duke to bim; if your religion incites
vou o assassinate me, my religion tells me to
forgive you:” and he sent him immediately out
out of the comp.—Another person was once
brought to the duke, who had hoasted that he
would Litl him.  The duke, looking at himy very
atteniively, and observiug his embarrassed coun-
tenauee, said to his officers: “That blockhead’
viill never have the heart to kill me: Iet him gos
it is not worth while to coufine him.”

- Tue son of that great man lwwovur, amd his
successor in his title, suflered from a diplay of
the same heroic virtue.  On the day before
that on which ke was wvissinated by order of
bis sovercign, Henry ihe ‘Suisd, of Fraace, some
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oue put a note under his plate at dinner, to in.
form him of the king’s intention. [Ile rcad the
note with great coolness ; and wrote under with
his pencil, « He dares not:” and finished Lis
dinner very quietly. The vext morning, in geing
to attend the king as usual, he found too late the
truth of the mtelligence which had been con-
veyed.to him.

TRE uncomnien method which Gustavus
Adoiphus, king of Sweden, employed to obtain
the fricudship of Buuier, so celebrated for his
attachment to this prince, and distinguished for
his many victories, deserves to be related.  Per-
haps there never was a king who adopted sudy
meags to geta friend.

GusTtavus's father, Charles the Tenth, whose
1eign was marked with cruelty, killed the father
of Duuier.  One day, when Gustavus was hunt-
iy with young Banier, he requested him to quit
the chace, and ride into a wood. Whea they came
into a thick part of it, the king alighted from his
horse, and said to Banier: “ My father was
the destroyer of yours. 1 you wish to revenge,
his death by mine, kill me immediately: if not,
be my tiiend for ever,” DBanier, overcome hy
Lis feelings, and astuvished at such magnani-
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mity, threw himself at Gustavus’s feet, and
vowed to him an eternal friendship. -
A stMILAR anecdote of the same monarch
is related-on another occasion—Ie was of a
very hasty disposition; which he one day even
carried so far as to-give colonel Seuton a slap on
the face, for sumething which thut officer had
done to displease him. Seaton demanded his
dismission from the army, obtained it, and set
out for the frontier. of Demmnark. The king,
ashamed of the insult he had thus. pat upon a
brave and excellent officer, sooin followed him
on a swift horse and ovestook: him. * Seaton,”
said- he, “ 1 see you are justly offended; wnd 1
am the cause of it. T am sorry for it, as 1 jave
a gréat regard for you. T bave followed you
hither, to give you satistaction. 1 &m now,
as you well know, out of my own kingdom; so
that at present we arc equals. Here are pive
tols and swords; avenge yourself, if you please.”
Seaton immediately threw himself: at the king’s
feet, and declared he had already received am-
ple satisfaction. They then returned to Stock-
holi together, where Grustavus related this ad-
venture to all his court.
- Nor is this virtue confined, in either its na-
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‘ture or its exercise, to persons of el vated sta-
tions,.—When the great Condé commanded the
Spanish army in Flanders, and laid siege to one
of the towns there, a soldier being ill-treated by
2 general officer, and struck several times with a
cane, for some words he had spoken, answered
very coolly, that ke would soen make him repent
it. A fortnight after, the same general ordered
the colonel of the trenches to find him out a
bold and intrepid fellow in his regiment to_exe-
cute a particular service, for which he promised
a reward of a hundred pistoles. The soldier above
spoken of, who passed for the bravest in the re-
giment, oflered himself for the business; and tak-
ing with him thirty of his comvades whom he se-
lected, performed the enterprise, which ‘was a
very hazardous one, with incredible courage and
success.  On his return the general commended
him highly, and gave him the hundred pistoles
he had promised. These however the soldier
immediately distributed among his comrades,
saying he did not do the service for pay; and
demanded only that, if his late action secmed to
deserve any recompense, they would make him
an ofiicer: “ And now, sir,” continued he to the
general, who did not know him, “1 am the
soldier whom you so abused a fortuight ago;
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and T told you I would make you repent it.”
The general istantly vecollected hims and in
admiration tiwew his arms round his neck, beg-
ged his pardon, and gave him a conunission.

AT the sicge of Namur by the allies, there
were in the ranks of the compuny commanded
by cuptain Pincent, in colonel Frederic Hamil-
ton's regiment, one Unnion a corporal, and one
Valeutine a private sentinel.  There happened
befween these two men a dispute abeut an affair
of love; which, on some aggravations, grew to
an irreconcileable hatred.  Unnion Leing Valen-
tine’s superior, took all opportuniiics even to
strike his rival, and profess the iil-will which ex-
cited him to it. The otlier bore this without
resistance, but frequently said he waudd die to
be revenged of his tyrant.  They had spent
whole months in this manuer, one injuring, and
the other complaiping, when they were both or-
dered on the attack of the castle, where the cor-
poral received a shot in the thigh, and feli: the
French pressing on, and as he expected to he
trampied to death, he called out to his encmy,
 Ab, Valentine! can you leave me herel” Va-
lentine immediately ran to him; aud in the
midst of a thick fire of the French, took him
upon his back, and brought him through the
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danger as far as the abbey of Salsine, where a
cannon ball took off” his head @ his body fell un-
der his enemy whom he was cairviag off. Unnion
immediately forgot his wound, vose fearing his
hair, and then threw himself on the bled dine
carcass, crying, “ Ah Valeniine! was it for mwe,
who have su lmrb:lﬁnxsly uscd thee, that thon
hast died? 1 will not live after thee,” He could
not be, foreed from the body; but was removed
with it bleeding in his armos, and attended with
tears by all their comrades who knew their en-
mity.  When he was brought to a tent, his
wounds were dressed; but the next day, still
calling on Valentine, and Lanenting his ciuclties
to him, he died in agonies of remorsc.



LETTER VHI
ON HUMANITY,

AN officer cannot acquire the miliﬁryx vir-
taes, but in proportion as he practises the mo-
val ones. Among the latter, Humanity holds
the first rank, and gives a lustre to all the rest.

War, that expedient to which the vices and
foliics of mankind originally prompted them for
the arbitration - f their contradictory interests
and opinions, appears in its most terrible form
when unchecked in its exeesses by the iuter-
ference of this aieiable virtue.—Charles the Bold,
‘duke of Burgundy, having met with very great
resistance iu besicging the town of Nesle; a¥
soon as it surrendered to ._hhn, he ordered the
inhabitants to be put to the sword, the com-
manding officer to be hung on the ramparts, and
the whole town to be set on fire. Then, looking
on these atrocities with the greatest coolness, he
said to ene of his attendants, < Such fruit docs
the tree of wiy bear.”

11aPPILY however for the world, the heroes
of military story have not always been of such
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principles. ¢« Brave men,” said Henry the
Fourth of France, * are the lust to advise war,
but the first to go into the field when it is deter-
mined upon.” He answered some who wished hita
to break off a treaty of capitulation, that it was
a thing against nature, and barbarous, to make
war,‘fr'o‘m the mere love of war; and that a
prince should never refuse a peace, unless it
was extremely disadvantageous to his country,
““ There would be fewer wars in the world,”
wdded he, il every sovereign would visit his.
niilitarv hospitals the day aiter a.battle.”

Tur duke of Muriborongh-obseﬁiug a soldier
leaning pensively on the butt of his ﬁrclocl.\'just
after u victory had dechured itself in favour of the
Beitish arms at the battde of Blenheim, accosted
hita thus: “ Why so sad, my friend, aiter so
glorious a victory I” It may be glorious,” replied
the fellow; ¢ but T am thinking that all the
blood I have spift this day las only earned me
fourpence®.” o the credit of hnmanity, it oy
be recorded, that the dule tuinng aside, a tear
was observed to falf from hie chcek,

A SINGLE feature of : hygmoity has often

gained o hero gicater hapggrdifamplause, than

¥ A privaTe soldier’s daily paylat M'ﬁ;m;
1S
VOL. 1, X
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theé most brilliant and dazzling achievements.
The battles of Arbela, of Zama, and of Pharsa-
lia, were less glorious for Alexgiider, Scipio, and
Cesar, and have rendered thet names less dear
Lo posterity, than the opportunitics of generosity
which they effectually afforded to their respective
heroes*,

PrLuTARCH relates that onc of the prineipal
‘citizens of Athens having been taken prisoner by

® Arexanprr having conquered Darius, king of Per-
sia, at Arbela, took a vast number of prisoncrs; and
among others, the wife and mother of Darius. According
to the laws of war, he might have made slaves of them :
but he had too much greatness of soul to make a bad use
of his victory; he thereforc treated them as queens, and
shewed them the same attention and respect as if he had
‘been their subject ; which Dariughearing, said that Alex-
ander descrved to be victorious, and was alone worthy to
ruign in his stead.

In the battle of Pharsalia, Cesar, as he rode about,
cried, ¢ Spare the citizens!” nor were any killed, but
such as continued to make resistance. After the battle,
he permitted every man of his own army to save one of
the contrary: and at last gave leave to all whom he had
not yet pardoned, to return in peace to Italy, to enjoy
their estates, honours, and commands. When he heard
of the death of Pompey, which was caused by the villany
of others, he was so far from cxulting, that he burst inte
tears, and punished his murdercrs.
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the Macedonians, was so well treated by them,
that when they were about to release him, he
said to his countrymen, who were surprised at
seeing himn shed tears: “ Do you think that [
can without regret take leave of a city which con-
tains enemics so 2encrous, that it will be difficult
to find elsewhere friends equally valuable?”
This conduct of the Macedonians subdued more
people to Alexander than the power of his arms.
THE truly great man is always a zood citizen:
he considers hwmanity as the first of Lis duties :
he is just, disinterested, and unassuming, to all,
He may be quick and rapid in his movenieats,
but they will be always tempered by wisdom and
kindness: he is never terrible, but to the encmy ;
to his superiors he is subinissive, easy with his
equals, affable with his inferiors, and accessible
to all. Ile does not pride himself on his talents,
and he will take care to notice and to reward
those of others: in short, you will see Lim at 2l
times sacrificing his glory and his advantag. to
the good of his country. 1lis private interests,
unjust insults from others, or ill-grovnded pre--
judices against him, will vever induce him to
swerve from that moderation which regulates the
whole of bis conduct, ’
MUMANITY is frank and disinterested : seif
x 2
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interest is sufficient to tarnish the noblest actions
of a warrior; for the people, who in ‘this case
will not fail to aseribe his actions to avarice, will
withhold from him even the praise which he has
Justly earned.  Ts not the satisfaction of ac-
quiring the esteem and the love of a whole pro-
viuce, of infinitely greater value, than the posses-
sion of a sum of money which has been wrung
from the unfortunate, and thus caused the ruin
of a hundred families?

WHEN ‘Turenne, after the war of thie Vene-
tians against the Turks, was about to return to
France, the Sclavounians, in offering to him their
parting wishes, thus addressed him: “We pray
from our hearts, that wherever you go, you may
be reccived with affection and rvespect equal to
your merits; but should you hereafter have need

. of us, we now offer, in the name of all our com-
rades, to lead ten thousand men wherever you
may direet, in your service.”

CouNTRIES would not suffer half the dis-
tresses which are the ordinary consequence of

" hostilitics, if the lcaders of an army strictly ob-
served that no further outrages were connnitted,
than the laws of war and the duty of :¢'{~defence
absolutely enjoin. Thus the claims of nature
and of humanity would be fulfilled; and the in-
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dignation and cusses of the inhabitants would
not, as is too generally the case, follow the foot-
steps of the victorious army.

THERE have been instances of officers, not
deficient either in bravery or in skill, who at the
same time sought only to enrich themselves; and
sacrificing to this base motive the interests both
of their prince and of their country, have, under
pretence of the rights of war, pennitted the great-
est outraces.  Should you ever have such officers
under vour command, you cannot watch their
conduct too narrevly.  IHuw much more noble
are such instanees ws the following!

WHEN Breseia was taken by storm from the
Venctians, the chevalier Bayard saved a house
from plunder, whither he had reiired to have a
dangerous wound dressed which he received in
the sicge; and secured the mistress of the family
and her two danghters; who were concealed in it.
At his departuze, the lady, as a mark of her gra-
titude, offered him a casket containing three
thousand ducats, which he obstinately refused;

. but observing that his refusal was very unpleasing
to her, and not wishing to leave her dissatisfied,
he cousented to accept her present; and culling
to him the two young ladies to take his leave of
them, he gave cach of thema thousand ducats to

K 3
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be added to their portion, and left the remainder
to be distributed among the inhabitants. that had
been plundered. '

GoNsALvo, surnamed the Great Captain, took
Naples by storm in the year 1503; and when
some of hissoldiers expressed their disapprobation
at not having had a sufficient share in the spoil
of that rich city, he nebly replied: «T will re-
pair your bad fortune. Go to my apartment,
and take all you can find there; T give it youall”

IT iy indeed at the dreadful crisis of enter-
ing a town by storm, that it becomes more pe-
culiarly necessary to watch with severity the
conduct of the soldiers in the article of huma-
nity.  On such occasions, the fatigies perhaps
of a protracted or vexatious sicge, the intoxi-
cation of triumph, and sometimes a thirst for
plunder, are effectual in producing excesses of
cruelty and barbarity, which in all civilized na-
tions have long been hanished from every hind
of’ contest in the open field.  Should you, in the
course of your service, be the witness of a scene
of this nature, I charge you, by every principle
cof youf’"t’lu!y; as a man, and as an officer, to e«x-
ert yaurself to prevent such shameful disorder,
aind o preserve the wreath of your victory un-
defiled with the stains of murder or of cowar-
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dice; for both these are included in the slaughter-
of unarmed inhabitants, and of a conquered foe..

A writer rcnmrks, that it is incontcest hle that

the military spirit is the bulwark and defence of”
a state, and mmst be carcfully kept up and sus-

tained ; but, like a dog that is kept to guard a

house, must be chained up, and seldom let
loose, lest it should fall even on those whom

it was intended to protect.

THE Russians took by storm the city of Narva;
which was defended, on the part of Sweden, by
general Horn,  In defiance of the express orders
of the emperor, the soldiery carried fire and de-
struction into every quarter of the town, slaugh-
tering the inhabitants witiout mei'cy. Peter the
Great threw himseif, sword in hand, into the midst

£ the massacre; and forced the defenceless wo-
men and children {from his merciless aid savage
trocps, who were on the point of putting them ail
to death. Ile killed, with his own hand, ne
less than fitty of his ferocious soldicrs, whom the
heat of the carnage rendered deat to his voice;
and at last sneceeded so far as to curd the fury o
this unticensed scene, and collect his dispersei
and seattered troops.

"The conqueror, covered with dust, sweat, and
blood, then hastened to the town-ho...., where

K 4
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the principal inhabitants of the place had taken
refuge.  His terrible and - threatening air greatly
alarmed these unhappy people.  As soon as he
had entered the hall, he laid his sword on a
table; and then addressing himself to the af-
frighted multitude, who waited their doom in
anxious silence : ¢ I assure you,” said he, “that
it is not with the blood of vour fellow-citizens
this sword is stained; but with that of my own
soldiers, whom [ .have been saerificing for your
preservation.”

WuEN the Germans and the English attempt-
ed the reduction of Barcelona for the archduke,
the earl of Peterborough, who never liked this
enterprise, and who foresaw that it must be a
1edious business, had actually given orders for
re-embarhing the English troops; when intelli-
gence was brought te him that the prince of
Darmstadt, his co-adjutor but rival, was killed.
On receiving this news, he vigorously pressed
the reduction of a place in which no one could
now divide with him the glory of the achieve-
ment.  The viceroy, a weak man, sceing a pow-
erful enemy without, and a seditious people
within the walls, determined to surrender. He
ac ordingly treated with Peterborough at the
gates of the tewn,  The articles were not signed,
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when suddenly their ears were assaulted with,
loud cries and clamour.  “Yon deal treacher-
‘ously with us,” said the viceroy; “we are capi-
tulating honourably, aml yowur troops are now en-
tering the town by the ramparts.” 1Tt is a mis-
take,” replicd the earl; < these must be the
troops of the prince of Darmstadt. There is
now only one way of saving the place, which
is, to admit me instantly with my English forces ;
1 will quict every thing, and will then return to
the gate to finish the capitulation.” ’

He spoke with an air of so much truth and
openuess, as, joined to the urgency of the danger,
induced the governor to comply.  He was per-
mitted accordingly to enter the town, and found
the Gemians and Cataians already employed in
pillaging the houses of the principal citizens.
He immediately drove them from their quarters,
and compelled them to relinquish the hooty
which they had seized. He found the duchess
of Popoli in the hands of the soldiers, and on
the point of being dishonoured : he rescued her,
ardl sent ber to her husband.  In short, having
restored every thing to tranquillity, he returned
1o tire gate, and signed the capitulation. The
Spaniards were astonished to find in the Inglish
so much magnanimity; the cominon people hav-
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“ing always louhed upon them as mereiless harba-
vians, becanse they were protestants.

Tue Turks having invaded the Ukraine on
the side of Russia, that empire sent two nuwme-
reus armics to repel the invaders.  One was
eommanded by count Lasci, an Irish gentleman
of great courage and experience; which broke
through the Turkish intrenchments, and ravaged
Crim Tartary with fire and sword, The other
army was under the command of count Munich,
and destined for the destrnction of Qczakow.
In this army, Keith, governor of Berlin and
field-marshal of the Prussian forces, was then a
lientenaut in the service of the czarina. By his
valour and skill, at the head of eight thousand
men, the place above-mentioned was invested
and taken; at least, the success was chiefly at-
tributed to him. In storming this city, he gave
such instances of tenderness and humanity, as
diffused additional lustre round his military
glory; for while the furious Muscoviies wera
sanguintary in their revenge, he checked their
ferocity, and exhorted them to spare the ibes
of their enemies.  Amoug others; he rescoed a
child of six years of age {rom the hands of a Cos-
sack, who had already lified up his cimeter to
cut oft" her head, as she was struggling to eatri-
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cate herself out of some rubbish in which she
, had been entangled. Iler father, being a Turk-
ish grandee of some eminence, had heen ansions
to dispose of her suitably to her rank: but she
was now an orphan; and Keith not knowing how
10 provide for her himself, sent -her to the lord
marshal, his brother, who brought her up in the
principles of the church of England, and edu-
cated her in the most liberal mamner. Iie
treated her in every respect as if she had been
his own daughter: and as she grew up, gave
her the charge of his house; where she did the
honours of the table, and behaved herself with
such fidelity and discretion, that the saving this
voung innocent from destruction might be deem-
ed not the least considerable of Keith’s services.
A GENERAL who is constantly impressed with
the recollection that the fate of thousands of
his fellow-creatures is entrusted to his hands;
and who is actuated by a conviction of the prin-
ciple, that war will not justify any cruelty or
severity heyond what is necessary for the eftect
and safety of its operations; will seek 10 attain
his purposes hy the means which are atteuded
with the smallest sum of misery and calamity,
as well to the contending rival forces, as to the
unarmed inhabitauts of the country which hap-
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pens to be the seat of hostilitics*.—The dreadful
massacres in South America, by which millions

* BuonararTr’s conduct at the battle of Lodi, which
has acquired him so0 much of his military reputation, has
been before related in the note in page 107,

His first operations on landing in Egypt, as described
by the officers of his own army, are almost too shocking
for recital,  « We advanced,” say the writers of the Let-
ters xxi. and xxii. in the Intercepted Correspondence pub-
lished by anthority, “with an army of twenty-five thou-
saud men against Alexandria; a place without any dc-
fence, and garfisoned by five hundred janisaries. 1he
"charge is sounded: our soldicrs fly to the ramparts, which
they scale in spite of the obstinate defence of the besieged;
many of our generals arc wounded; but courage at
length subducs the obstinacy of the Turks. Repulsed
on every side, they betake themselves to God and their
Prophet, and £i!l their mosques; men, women, old, young,
children at the breast, aLL are massacred.” This horrid
scene continued four hours, “ We lost 150 men, who
(as well as the slaughtered inhabitants) ¢ might have
been prescrved by our only summoning the town ; but

" it was thought necessary to begin by striking terror into
the enemy.”

I is 2 treason to human nature to neglect any chance
of rendering more universally known the folowing anec-
dotes; which, in the words of a periodical critic, ought
to be written in ademant, and translated into every lan-
guage on the face of the carth.—The inestimable obliga=
slon of waking them known to the world, we owe te
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of poor Indians were savagely extirpated, have
-rendered the Spanish name detestable on that

the pen of the gallant sir Robert Wilson ; and they are
alone suflicient to immortalize both the historian and his
subjeet,

“ BuoNaPARTE having carried the town of Jaffa in
Syria by assault, many of the garrison were put to the
sword; but the greater part flying into the mosques, and
imploring mercy from their pursners, were granted their
lives: and let it be well remembered, that an exaspe~
rated army, in the moment of revenge, when the laws,
of war justified their rage, yet heard the voice of pity,
received its impression, and proudly refused to be any
longer the executioners of an unresisting enemy. Sol-
diers of the Italian army,” exclaims sir Robert gencerously,
¢ this is a laurel wreath worthy of your fame, a trophy
of which the subsequent treason of an individual shall
not deprive you. .

“ Three days afterward Buonaparte, who had ex-
pressed much resentment at the compassion manifested
by his troops, and determined to relieve himself from
the maintenance and care of three thousand eight hun-
dred prisoners, ordered these to be marched to a rising
ground near Jafla; where a division of French infantry
tormed against them.  When the Turks hzd entered into
the fatal alignment, and the mournful preparations were
completed, the signal gun fired. Volleys of musketry
and grape instantly played against them; and Buona-
parte, who had been regarding the scene through a tele
scope, when he saw the smoke ascending, could not re-
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vast eantinent.  Onc of the generals of this na-
tion however was not insensible to the dictates

atrain his joy, but broke out into exclamations of ape
proval: indeed he had just reason to dread the refusal of
his troops thus to dishonour themselves, Kleber had re-
monstrated in the most strenuous manner, and the officer
of the ctatemajor who commanded (for the general to
whom the division belonged was absent) even refused to
exccute the order without a written instruction; but
Buonaparte was too cautious, and sent Berthier to en-
force obedience,

« When the Turks had all fallen, the French troops

- humanely endeavoured to put a period to the suflerings
of the wounded ; but some time clapsed before the bayo-

net could finish what the fire had not destroyed, and
probably many languished days in agony. Several
French officers, by whom partly these details are fur-

“nished, declared that this was a scene, the retrospect of
‘which tormented their recollection ; and that they could
pot reflect on it without horror, accustomed as they had
been to sights of cruclty. Their bones still lic in heaps,
and are shown to every traveller who arrives; nor can
they be confounded with those who perished in the as-
sault, since this field of butchery lics a mile from the
town,

% Such a fact should not however be alleged without
some 1)?001’, or leading circumstance stronger than asser-
tion, being produced to support it; but there would be
awuant of generosity in naming individuals, and branding
them to the latest posterity with infamy for ubcy‘ing'l
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«of humanity, Ile was desirous to spare the eft
fusion of blood, and to owe his conquest to the

command, when their submission became an aet of nc«
cessity, since the whole army did not mutiny against the
exccution: thercfore to establish further the authen-
ticity of the relation, this only can be mentioned—that
it was Bonn's division which fired; and thus every onc is
aflorded an opportunity of satisfying himself respecting
the truth, by inquiring of oificers serving in the diffe-
rent brigades composing this division.

“T'us next circumstance is of a nature which requires
indeed the most particular details to establish : since the
idca can scarcely be entertained, that the commander of
an army should order his own countrymen (or if not
immediatcly such, those among whom he had been na-
turalised) to be deprived of existence, when in a state
which required the kindest consideration. But the an-
nals of France record the frightful crimes of a Ro-
bespierre and of a Carriere, and bistorical truth must
now recite one equal to any which has blackened its
page:—, )

« BuoNararTE finding that his hospitals at Jaffa were
crowded with sick, sent for a physician, whose name
should be inscribed in letters of gold, but which from
weighty reasons cannot be here inserted. On his grrival,
he entered into a long conversation with him respecting
the danger of contagion; concluding ut last with the
remark, that something must be done to remedy the
cvil, and that the destruction of the sick at present in
m-ﬁogpj;al, was the cnly measure which could be adopt-
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move immocent arts of sratapem.  With this
view he propo-ed to the chiets of certain nations
who adored the S, et either of the two pard

eJ. The physv'ri o, alarmed at the proposal, bold in the
confidence of virtue rad the car-c of humanity, remorn-
strated vehementl, vepe cating the cruelty as well as
the atroeity of such aaurders Tt finding that Buont-
parte persevered and menaced, he indignantly left the
tent, with this memorable observation: ¢ Neither my
principles, nor the character of my profession, will allow
me to bccomle a human buoteier; and, general, if such
qualitics as yoﬁ insinnate e necessary to form a great
man, Ithank God that 1 do . ot possess them.

“ Buonaparte was uot to be deverted from his object by
motal consideratiors: he perscvered, and found anapo-
thecary who /dreading the weight of power, but who
since has made an atonement to bis mind by unequivo-
cdlly confessing the fact) cousented to become his agent,
and to administer poison to the sick.  Opium at night
was distributed in gratifving food; the wretched unsus-
pecting victims banqacted; and in a few hours five bun-
dred and cighty soldicrs, who had suffered so much for
their country, perished thus miserably by the order of its
idol.”

Six Roper accompanics these statements by details
{which are tho long to be inserted here) of corroborating
circumstance’, wlhich must prove satisfactory to every
onc. The rcader is earnestly recommended to perusethe
work itself, of which this is far from being the only in-
teresting pait to the feelings of a Bitish subject,
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~ties which appeared to be visibly protected by
IHeaven should reign over the other, who more-
over should embrace their religion; that the
Americans therefore should implore the assist-
ance of the Sun, while the Spaniards should in-
voke the protection of the invisible and Suprenic
Being whom they adored as Lord of tlie sun and
of the whole worid.  This being consented to,
the next day the Spanish general assured the
American chiefs, that he had been l)rdyjllg to the
true God to obscure the splendour of ‘that great
humninary which his enemies worshipped; in order,
that by such a signal he might sabdue them to
his laws, and to the dominion of the hing of
Spain. « In two hours,” added the erafty Spa-
uiard, * this will certainly happen,” e knew
thut there would be un eclips¢ precicely at that
time; aud the poor Indians, not Luving the least
acuaintance with astronomy, weie so astonished
to see the prediction of the Spuniard fulfilled,
that from that moment they submitted them-
selves to the 1divion and government of Spain.
SoM *beautiful instances are recorded in his-.
tory, of the atleciion and humanity of sovereigns
toward their subjects, even when the latter have
shown themselves under circumstances of dis-
llayall} or rebeilion.  Of this nutare is the ex-
VOL. L. L
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ample just quoted, of Cesar (who mizht now be
considered as in some degree the master of his
coantrymen) at the battle of Pharsalia; whea
he called out to his soldiers to spare the Roman
citizens—those in the army of Pompey, bhis rival
and antagonist.

ALPnonsus, king of Naples and Sicily, be-
sieged the city of Cajeta, which hal rebelled
against him; and the citizens, being distres<ed
for provisions, sent out all their old men, wo-
nien, and children, aund such as were unservice-
able, and shut their gates aguinst them.  The
king’s council wdvised that they should not be
permitted to puss, bt should be foreed back
again into the city, by which means he would
speedily become the master of it. The hing
however pitving their condition, suflered them
1o depait, though he kuew it would occasion
the protraction of the sicge. When he could
not take the city, some were so bold as to tell
him, that it would have been his own if he had
not dealt in this manaer. < But,” satd he, < [
value the safety of so many persons at the rate
of a hundred such towns as this.”

HENRY IV. of France while besieging Paris,
which the inhabitants had put in possession of
his coemies, sutfered all who were willing. to
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anit that obstinate and deluded eapital, to pass
through his army: adding, “1 am not astonished
that the heads of the Leazue, and the Spaniards,
have so little pity upon these poor peaple; they
are only their tyrants : hut ior me, who am their
father and their king, T canant bear the recital
of what thev sniter from famine and pestitence
without horror, and without desiring to alle-
viate it.” i

JaMmEes I1. after having been forced to _abdi-
cate the throne of England, and remaining for
soitie time an exile abroad, landed in Treland
with a body of foreign troeps, which were joined
by considerable numbers of the inhabitants,
King William, in person, led his forces against
the deposed monarch; and an engavement he-
tween the two armies ensued on the bunhs of
the Boyne. . Jumes, who was a witness of the
action from an adjacent hill, sceing a temporary
ruceess gained by Lis party, cried out, “ COh,
spare my English subjects!” '

As bright an example occurs of humanity in
an individual toward a descemdant of this last-.
mentioned unfortunate monarch :—

After the defeat of prince Charles, son of
the Pretender, at Culloden, and the dispersion
of his little army, this young adventurer, whe

L2
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hed already experienced so many disasters, wan-

“dered, without succour, sometimes with two
companions of his misfortunes, sometimes with
only one, and at length quite slone, pursued in-
cessantly by those who wished 1o gain the price
set upon his head.  Having one day travelled
thirty miies on foot, exinu-ted with hunger and
fatigue, he entered the house «f a man whom
he knew to be not i his witerents, “The son
of your king,” says he to htn, “ 15 come to ank
of you bread and clething, I hnnw very well
that you are my cneiny; bat I helieve yon s
nch a man of honour, as ot to abuse my con-
fitence and my misfortunes,  Tahe the wretched
rags that now cover me; preserve thems: il
you may periaps one day lring them to me to
the pudace of the lugs of Great Britada” "Fhe
gentlemas, Lopressed with the proper sénsation
‘ot this occurrence, gave hiur every succour that
his sitwation allowed, wnd kept the secret invio-
lable.

Scine time afterward, this genticman was ae.
twsed of having afferded wn asylum in his hoaee
to prince Charles, wnd was cited before tae
Judges 1o answer thi:‘ accwsation,  He presented
kitnself to them with a firmness that virtue alete
“can ghve, and thus addressed thew: < Allow me,
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'

hafore 1 am interrogated upon this matter, to
wsk vou, which of you, il the son of the Preten-
der had taken retuge under your roof, would
hive had the baseness und the cowardiee to Le-
tray Lim?” At this guestion the tiibunal broke
1p, and the accused person was dismissed.

Tur following anecdote exbibits a most a'l-
miruhle example of husanity on one side, and
ol heioieal groatiess of mind on the other.—In
the yevolutionary war, 2 republican general be-
sieaing otie of the fortresses imGermany, received
a message that the governor was willing to capi-
talaie. A cartel was accordingly proposed ; and
the two commanders, accompanied Ly their offi-
cers, attended. A proposal was made by the
vovernor of the fortress, to save the emigrants,
The Frenel general expressed, in the most ani-
mated terms, his regret that he was not master
ot the fate of these untortunate members of so-
viety; since the conunissaries of the convention
vith his avmy, would not consent to any thing
1 their favour. It was then proposed to sutler
two Joaded waggons to depart from the towd
wnsedrched, but this was objected to on the
same grounds.

Lastly, an emigrant oflicer addressed the re-
pitblican conmmander: “Lieneral,” ssid he. “trom
LA
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'your generous feclings, I expect that you will
save me individually: 1 speak German, as well
as if I were a native of Germany; and if you
will give me a certificate that 1 was a German
and a spy, 1 shall be safe!” The general wrote
the desired certificate, and presented it with
these words: © May it save your life -and my
head from the guitlotine!”  The noble eiiigrant,
taking the paper, and tearing it to pieces, said,
“ I will never accept of o devr a present.”

In the moment of titmnph, the intoxication
of success may exense an insensibility fo the
loss of those multitudes who fail ia the heat of
the. combat ; but when the battle is deckled, 1t
belongs only to the most jerocions and crucl na-
tures to pursue furth®r the shedding of blood.
Generous spirits feel then no other impulse than
compassion, and the most impetuous courage

" instantly yields with pleasure to the sweeter in-
fluence of humanity. Did even the strongest
reasons exist for irvitation against the cnewy,
the truly brave man will consider it as mean aud
‘cowardly to take away the life of him whom Le
has vanquished angd disarmed.

THE duke de Chartres, afterward duke of
Orleans and regent of France, took incredible
pains, after an action, to bhelp the wounded of
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each purty into the waggons.  “ Afler the com-
bat 1s aver,” said he, < there are no longer ene-
mies upon the field of battle.”

A NonLE individual instance of humanity is
that of the admirable sir Philip Sidney, at the
hatile near Zutpher, where he displayed the
most undmnt 1 esurave. He had two horses
kitleduadder B and while momnting a third,
was wotnaed by @ inushet-shot from the trenches,
which broke his thieh.  He returned ghout a
mile and w halt oi bersebaek, to the cawp 3 and®
being faint with the Joss of bleod, aud wiih
thirst throuzh the heat of the weather, he called
for drink. 1t was brought him; but, as he was
putting the vessel to his moutl, a poor wonntded
soldier, who happened to be carried by him at
that fustant, looked up to it with wishful ej'cs.‘
The gallant and generous Siduey took the bottle
{rom his mouth, and gave it to the soldier; say-
ing, « His nccessity is greater than mive.”

NevER forget the following maxim; which,
though invariably true, is too little regarded:
that for us to be completely happy, those abont
us must be happy also. Be cautions of unne-
cessarily making one individual wretched : the
remorse that will follew upon such a crime, may
embitter all your future days,

L4
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- To reflect justly is a function of the mind,
. To feel sensibly the impulse of these reflections,
is the pleasure of the hearf. But to find our’
own happiness in that of others, is surely the
most exquisite amd refined delight of which hn-

man nature is susceptible.
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LETTER IX.
ON MODESTY AND PRIDE,

IT is common for even men of sense and nn-
derstanding to entertain too high an opinion of
themselves and of their endowments.  This self-
conceit almost always deceives those who indulge
it, and often leads to the greatest mortifica-
tions. Disappointments and defeat in war, are
indeed excellent correctors of this error; but
the lesson we learn by these must be at the
expence of the prince whom we serve,  Let us
snppose, says a certain writer, a man possessed
of every talent and eudowment that could be
desired ; if he remmins ignorant of himself, of
his own defects and weaknesses, all his other
qualities will be to him only eccasions of dis-
grace and of ruin: he will not know how to re-
gulate his enterprises by his power; he will en-
ter into rash engagements; and presumption,
which seldom knows any bounds when it is not
restrained by self-knowledge, will hurry him ta
the most dangerous excesses.

SELF-KNOWLEDGF, adds the same author,
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-may sometimes supply the deficiency of all ofhig#

“acquirements; and the want of this quality may,
render every other not only wseless, bat dange-
rous and pervicions to Lim who possesses them,
A defect in meinory, intellizence, prudence, sci-
ence, industry, or activity, is considerably re-
lieved if we ure sensible of our degie feney, und
arged to bosrow ivem miu-ru; what we cannot
ouisclves supplyvs aad Bt conselnusiess pre-
vents our undertaking amy task reqaiving quali-
ties with which we are st endoned. This is
wnquestionably tree ;s bat alf men appiv to every
one except theniseles.

THE count of Soissons, who was killed at
the batile of Sedan, would without donbt, if
ke had lived, have been a great general.  Mis-
‘trusting bis sclf-love, which might render him
blind to his own defects, this prince qaid one
day to a veteran officer, with whose great abili-
ties he was well acquainted: “ If you sce me pur-
suing an ;“either in the orders I issue, in
the plaMr execution of my enterprises, in
settling -any differences that may arise among
the trg6ps, or in any part of my behaviour te
my b’rother ofticers, I intreat you to tell me of
it fwclv fog the most minute fault in- “War, isa
stain upon hitm who commits it” Sueh are the
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scutiments upon which all miiitary men ough
to fovm themselves. o

"THE prince of Orange having laid siege to
Muaestricht, the connuandant of the towu no
sooner saw it fuvested, than he asseinbicd the
principal ofticers of the garrisen: “ Gentlemen,”
satd he, 1 e served all my life in the ca-
valry, and Bive no honowledpe of the mode of
defonding towns; ail T hnow i, that 1 will never
surrender the plice: consult among sourselves
the best measuares {or an obstinate and cfiectual,
reststanee, sanl T owill toke care to superintend
tizeir execution with as much celevity and vigour
as possible.”  "Fhis noble ingeimousness of the
conmiandant won the esiecin of every body pre-
sent: ihe confidence that ke testified in bis in-
ferior officers, animated them to the greatest
deeds; and established in the garrison, by his
own brilliant cxample, an hannony of activn
that saved the town.

WHENEVER we coinmit a fau]t, the only
way of repuiring it is by confessing it. The
greater are our sense and our virtue, the more
lively will be our distress should it be proclaimed
from any other quarter; in which case an honest
man must condemu himself. Turenne acknow-
ledged his errors with that {frankpess and can-
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“dour, which formed a remarkable and ditin-
guished feature in his character: and in.this he
undoubtedly showed  himself to be a greater
man, than if he had et committed any.  But
ordinary minds have recourse to  sulsterfuce,
and frequently cast the blame upon others; or,
“if they find no better means of clearing them-
selves, they endeavonr, by specious reasons or
false pretences, to justify their conduet.  We
may say to such men, what Biogenes suid to
Demosthenes, whe, for fear of being discovered
at a tavern, hid himselt in it: «The turther you
enter, the deeper are yon irnolve 1.7

IT is certain, that a military man ouaght never
to consider himsell as excusible for faults which
‘were the effect of waut of discretion: those who
take refuge in such a resource, are not casily dis-
posed to correct themselves; but it is surely
more honourable to avow our faults sincerely,
than to attempt to excuse or palliate them by
others still greater.

Tux ambition of every oflicer, after making
himself perfect in the duties of his particular
rank, ought to be, to qualify himself for a
highey, cven to the command of an army: but
he nm;,t" reflect that this honour will prove‘“a
severe luuwion to these who are not quali
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fie:d for it.  This rank, so ardently desired, ls
hounded by the two extrenies of glory and glisi
grace.  We do not blame an officer who seeks
to render himself capable of leading an army:
his ambitions both laudable and noble; in stu-
dying the arts of commanding, he is at the same.
time learning those of obedience and of cexe-
cuticn.  But it is surprising to see officers aim-
ing at commauds, and at the same time ne-
glecting to apply themselves to the study of
their professon; and it is still more astonish-~
ing, 1o observe thore who ure withont either
experience or knowledee, endeavour after that
eminent station A rashness so ridiculous can
be produced only by the greatest ignorance
of those aftainments which are indispensable
to a gencral; and by a narrow mind, equally
incapable of estinmating the importance of such:
an employ, or of perceiving the talents and
the virtues which it requires, and the dangers
which surrouad it.  Even that timidity which
is confounded hy the approach of danger, is far
preferable to this futal assurance ; as the former
implies at least the knowledge of its situation:
but they are both highly reprehensible. Mo-
dlesty is the appropriate quality of military men;
it gives a grace to our viler a~complishments,
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L and announees 4 mistrusi i present attainments,

and the desire of pressing onward to perfec-
tion.

Maznonius, one of the generals of Xerxes,
proposed himself for the command of i army;
bat this confidence in his talents and abilitics

“should have been alone a suilicient reason for
rejecting him.  The hmmense multitudes whom
he led forth were defeated by a small number

of Greceks, and his presumption was the ocea-
sion of the misfortunes of his prince.~~Cincin-
natus, with @l the qualities of a great man and
a great geaeral, was a2t the plough when the ot-
ficers of the senate came to him, to confide to
his care the safety of the republic.  Ie leit his
humble oceupation; and Rome was delivered
from her enemies. ' :

PripEg and self-confidence tarnish the most
brilliant qualities which an oflicer may possess.
He who boasts of bis actions, pays himself with
Lis own applanses, and deprives others of the
opporturiggfas well as the wish to praise him.
If.to this vauity he adds an cvident desire of
showing his superiority, the vride of others whom
he is bx thcse means secking to humble, will not
fail li) aven«m itself on such weakness by aversion
ad comcﬁﬁ!\ Mode: ty is a sure sign of merit.
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Peal talents and genius are alwavs modest and
unassiping ; while, on the contrary, false bravery
s ever vain, arrogant, presumptuous, tathative,
aidd dizdaining every thing but its own achieve-
ments.  To vaunting of these, its privcipal view.
iv to compel an esteem to which it is conscious
of having no legitinate title,

WeEANDER, so } will call him, was an excel-
lent soldier: he fearcd nothing but fear; he al-
ways chiuse the van, and was often the first man
on the breach.  All ahmired his courage, and
praised it ; and cven these who disapproved his
conduct, did jastice to his valour. ‘'Tbis gen-
tleman, however, uiiortunately managed it so as
to lose at the table the glory which he won inthe
field ; and by vain boasting in his wintet quarters,
dissipated the honour that he had purchased jn
the whole campuizn.  In short, he was an insuf-
ferable egotist, “ j il this,” suid be, “af the
siege of —, and this at the battle of ~——. Had
not T seized on such a post at——, the army
wouldl have been endangered.” One would have
thonght all the generals and soldiers had been
left in garrison; and that Neander, with hid" bri-
gade alone, had defeated the de-igns of the
cuemy in the field.  Thi> overzrown vanity cost
Lim dear: iostead of guiniag the reputation of a
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gener.ll, he was condemned to that of'a fop ; and
all concluded that he was too ambitious of, praise,

to deserve any.
T'iE truly brave man is self-satisfied, and does
not court the plaudits of the multitude, He has
tserved his country @ he has fulfilled the duties of
“his station: what more can he effect? His sitence,
his nobic forgetfulness of himself, excite adimira-

tion and respeet 3 which Iis valour, unattended™

hy miodesty, could not have gainerd im.
MALONEY was sent to the court of France, to

give an account of the hattle of Cumona; ‘wherv

the intrepidity of the Irish saved tlie town; andl

where Maloney, who commanded oue of the bat- |

talions of these troops, had himself performed
‘the most valiant actions of that day. In the
whole of his narrative however he took no notice
Leither of the Trish or of himeelf. When he had
finished speaking, the king wail to him: * You
say nolhmg to-me of the Irish, yow brave coun-
trvmen.”* %% Sire,” replied this intrepid but
modest officer,  they followed the examiple of
the subjecgs df your majesty.”

X Prussian general had a dangerous defile
10 pasi-On the right rose a steep hill, on the
left ﬁmmsh, and at the end @ bridge, the
sole outlet,  From the hill, which the enemy had
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occupied, they harassed the froops, whom the
general, with a view of saving the hagzage (paﬂf
‘of which belonged to himselt), had et in a de-
fenceless  condition.  Their ranks were soon
broken, and they were hurried in great disorder
towards the brivive.

Zicten, who followed with the rear gnard, per-
ceiving the contusion they weie i, flew to the
spot; where he fvand the cannon ahandoned,
the horses hifled, wad the arullery-men withowt
amnumition and oi the o «»K'.-.urrem!uril;;:.'l‘hc
distressed sol.iiers coumy Lied Loy to ki of
the conduct of the sencral, wrdl Zieten, with-
out making auy en-wer, setabout repairing the
fault. Supported by the gallaut Barlow, who
had just colleeted . suall-party of infantry, he
uttack‘(&d the enemy, diglodged them frow the ‘
heights, seized the birivdee at the moment when.
they were going to oveupy it, and having taken
from the baggage-waggons which had been driven
into the marsh as many horses as_were, necessary
to draw the artillery, thus enabled himseli to
rescue the whole corps. The general whao had,
pelfmmcd his task so ill, obtained nevertheless
all the Lonours of the. expedition. Theking pub-
licly congratulated him on his having extricated,

‘V,.OL. 1, M
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himself in so able a wanner: while Zicten and
Barlow remained tacitly satisfied with the service
which they had rendered, without making the
least display of their share in it.  From Zieten
his friends were never able to learn cither the
piace i which this event happened, or the name
of the general whio commanded the yetreat n so
wnskilful a manner. [t was ouly in the latter
vears of bis life that this respectable old man
mentioned the afiair, merely to do justice to the
memory of his brother-ofticer.

THE title of general would he less attracting.
if greater regard were paid to the qualities which
it requires, and the duties it imposes. 1t would
then appear a paiuful though an honeurable bur-

“den,  The reflection that on the conduct of the
general depends the fate of those whom he com-
mands, the honour of his prinee, and his own

- reputation, ought to awalien appreliension in
the minds of the firmest and most undaunted.
At the same time the successes, the glorv, and
the recompense, which follow, should excite and
aaimate his highest ambition. Obstacles, hovw-
ever numerous, are not insurmountable, which
tiave been once overcome.  Difficulties onglit to
«xcite the ambition of an officer, rather than to
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tepress and stifle it.  Let him at least strive to
imitate the great models in his art, if he cannot
‘sival them.

Wi N an officer discovers intelligence, saga-
city, and conrage; when he has taken every pre-
caution that human prudence could suggest; and
when he has evineed neither too great confidence
in his own talents, nor indifference to the conusel
of others; his reputation and his glory do not de-
pend upon the tssue of the combat. A general,
vanquished as Pompey was at the battle of Phar- .
salia, is not the less deserving of wreaths and
of statues; but he who is Dbeaten as Antony was
at Actium, will awahen the grief only of a mis=
tress or a slave.

THoUGH 4 commander is pot answerable for |
events, yet a defeat occusioned by his incapacity,
or sometimes perbaps by the jealousy which
makes him fear to see a rival sharing his glory,
or by the influence of some equally disgraceful
sentiment, ought to be more severely punished
than is usually the case with such conduct. A
man who is iithuman enough to expose, without
any advantage to his country, the lives of thou-
sands of his soldiers, and base enough to sacrifice
to an iguoble and selfisly interest the glory of his
sovereign and of his nation, merits the severest

M2
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indignation and vengeance of his countrymeu,
The ancients understood better the science of re-
wards and punishments. To their heroes they
raised monuments wed statues ; and the guilty
who escapeit the public vengeance, were con-
signed 10 the ridicule of the theatres, a punish-
nient dreaded more than death itself:  this was
the comwmon and {requent reward of iguor:mce
and incapacity.

AN oilicer who is capabie of reflection, ma\:
judze whettier e deceives himself in regard to
his abilities, and Lis taicnts for war, by the de-
gree of confidence which he sees others repose in
Lim, and the distinction made betycen him and
his inferiors. It is remarked, that the presumyp-
tion which has nothinz to support itself but
-strength and courage, is aiways deficient in pru-
dence, and is at once imhecile and Leadstrong !

" errors the more dangerous, as presumption sti-
mulates to the most rash and precipitate enter-
_prises, which obstinacy prevents from being af-
terward abandoned.  Every officer ought to
fiave constantly in his mind the maxim of Homer,
that « good advice does as much henour to him
who takes as to him who gives it.”

It is not oniy in a military command that mo-
desty is required ; but in society, and in every
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situation of life.  The most insupportable of all
animals is the stripling who, presumptuous and
conceited, raises his voice above others, speaks
on all subjects, and decides on every thing. Ile
who ought only to listen, says a certain author,
but who is continually prating, cvinees, inde-
pendantly of what he utters, that he is cither a
coxcowh, or a heedless pretender to qualities
which he does not possess; but if what he says
be not worth hearing, he is at once a blockhead,
a fool, and 2 concamb together, ) .

THE young nxe who vecks to give the tone to
a colmpany, fakes the most certain means to
make binweli ridiculed and despised.  Listen
coﬁﬁmmlly; speak little, and to the purpose;
take pleasure in hearing persons of experience,
oppose what they may advance only with a view
1o enlarge your information, and thank them
for their instructions; cultivate the society of
such men, and make it your study to profit by
them.

NEVER dispute with persons who are head-
strong ‘and - ignorant; two defccts which com-
monly accompany cach other.  Fouls are a sort
‘of men with whom you must at no time expect
10 be right; it is indeed, with them, a folly to
have understanding. By a fool, I no not mean

M3
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ueaus to repair it.

To be agrecable in society, it is not necessary
to poscess brilliaut parts: this consists more in
giving to others an opportunity of exhibiting
their own, and you may then rest assured that
«very body will be satisfied with vours,  Instead
of aiming to show vour wit, study rather to cor-
rect your faults, to coneeal those of others, or to
profit by them.  Not to discern capital failings,
says a spirited writer, is to want understantling;
to make our discernment of them too evident,
is to want feeling and politeness ; and not to pro-
fit by them, is to want judgment.

IN short, modesty is a quality which generally
accompanies true inerit: it engages and captivates
the minds of people; as on the other hand, no-
thing is more shocking and disgustful than pre-
sumption and iggpudence.  We cannot be pleased
with & man who is always commending and
speaking well of himself, and whois the hero of
his own story.  Bnt a man who endeavours to
conceal his own merit; who sets that of other
people in its true light; who speaks but little of
himself, and with modesty: snch a man makes a
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farourable impression on the wunderstanding of
his hearers, and acquires their love and estecm,
Tak’e this for granted, asa never-failing rule;

that you must never seen to aflect the chavacter
in which you have a mind to shine.  Modesty is
the only sure bait, when yon angle for praise.
The aflectation of courage will mahe even a
brave maon pass only for a bully, as the affecta-
tion of wit will make a mmn of parts pass for a
coxconth. By this modesty, 1Tdo not mean ti-
On the con-

mility, and aubward bashfulness,
trary, be invwardly fiem and steady: kuow your
own yalue, whatever it may be, and act uPoN
that principle; but take care to let nobody dis-
corver that you do know your own value, What-
ever vou think your own excellences may be, do
not display them. affectedly in eompany; nor la-
bour, as many do, to give the conversation.that
turn which may supply you with an opportunity
-of exhibiting them. If they are reul, they will
infaliibly be perceived without your pointing
them out yourself, and. with much more ad-
vantage. .

PRIDE is natural to.all men, and there are
none whom it does not attack more or less.
There is no affection of the mind so much
blended in huinan nature, aud wrought into our

M4
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very constitution, It appcars under a muititude
of disguiscs, and breaks out in a thousand dif-
ferent symgoms. Every one fecls it in himself,
and yet #iders to sce it in his neighbour.

Ir we had no pride ourselves, says.a certain
writer, we should not perceive it in others. This
vice arises from want of due consideration, and
from not having a proper knowledge of ourselves.
Hence those who are too cager for applause
usually have recourse to unjust means to obtain
it.  1f the proud man would take suflicient pains
1o examine,his own heart, he would presently
_(!iscerli that, were othiers as well acquainted with
its wealmbsses as he limself is, he could never
have the assurance to aspire after the public ap-
probation. The surest method of judging rightly
of our merits, is to analyze closely what we es-
Sﬁ‘e'em in ourselves, and what we contemn in
others, Let any man boast, in our presence, of
his riches, - liis illustrious birth, his talents, repu-
tation, or valour, we should think him ridicu-
lous. We ought not then to respect that in our-
selves which we condemn in another.

L1TTLENESS of mind is more strikingly evinced,
in boasting of our bravery than of our rank. Mo-
desty and true courage are qualities everigsepa-
.rzﬁ'?ié;wnd the courage whi:lh disregards ?;:tl:ce
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and humanity, is nie other thain a brutal ferocity.
I have elsewhere spoken to you of this essential
wilitary virtue; and shall therefore now confine
my remarks to that false valonr which every day
exposes us to unp'easant tdlerca{ion, and which
is s0 widely estranged from all honourable inter-
course.

TALENTS, genins, virtue, glovy, and furtune,
aoften mahe the possessor liahie to envy; which
however is a sort of injustice ordinarily attendant
upon all merit: but the man who vauits of these
acquisitions, becomes an object of aversion; and
this feeling is found the levs unjust, when we
consider it as a species of reprisal from humbled
pride, on that pride which seeks to mortify and
humble others. 1 vou are happy, ‘enjoy quietly..
what you possess ; and vindicate to those around”
you the smiles of Fortune, by the good use that
you make of her favours. 1If, on the contrary,
you attempt to- render any one discontented, by
1he display of a felicity which reminds him of his
misfortune, and muhes him conscious of his infe-
riority, you ‘mt}st expeet that he will asswme.a
right to e*iamine must nigidly vour title to what
you po«ess, “as” wellias the uses to which it is
appiged aud. thus endeavour to ay enge the in-
Juries whlgh you put upou fim,
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To be in perpetual fear that others should not
know our worth 5 to boust incessantly of our
achievements; to applaud only oumfa(w, and
speak ill of others; these are unequivoeal indica-
tions of iittleness of mind. Whatever he the real
nerit of such a character, or whatever the glory
that it mav have acquived, this is tarnished Dy
such vanity; and the world, who are always
wmore inclined to blame than to applawed, will
soon be persuaded that the virtues which require
s0 much emblazoning cannot be solid.

True greatness of mind is far from dis-
daining the public esteem; but as it is inde-
pendant of the epivion of others, it is nobly
above the censures and the applauses of the
multitude. The hero who is irreproachable in
his conduct, and regardless of the good or
tll reported of him, pursues his career un-
-daunted, and despises the obstacles which envy
opposes to his progress. Bad men would term
this noble independance, pride; but it is «
far dificrent quality; it is an heroic indifierence,
it_is the dignified consciousness of virtue: the
man of true honour, armed with this assurance
(which is no other than the capacity of doing
and of saying every thing without emotion
and without fear, arising from conscious recti~
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tude), is little anxious whether his actions he
well or ill mterpreted.  He appeals to his own
breast, and enjoys the satisfaction to which
ke aspires.  He smiles with disdain on the
Judgment of the ignorant, the intrigues of the
wiched, and the clamours of the envious. A
certain portion of self-confidence is essential to
an oflicer ; who, without this, would be inces-
santly exposed undefended to the attacks of
persecution and of overbearing domination,
Orricers who, from an inferior rank; have
heen advanced to preferment, solely in conse-
quenee of striking instances of their talents or
good behaviour, are often apt to fall into this
ridiculous failing, which far more than over-
balances their former merits. .
A corvNer in the king of Prussia’s army,
having taken the remains of a whole regiment
prisoners, the king, by way of rewarding this
brilliant exploit, gave him. the military cross,
and named him captain on the spot. This young
man, who afterward displayed considerable ta-
lents in his profession,—Dbut who, being at that
time very deficient in cducation and experience,
was so intoxicated with his good-fortune as not
to know how to enjoy it with moderation,—
soon exposed ‘himself to the risk of losing every
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advaniage to be derived from it.  Considering
it sufficient to be a captain of roval ereation,—
without ammouncing himself in such 'apacit‘v'
either to his general or to any of the officers of
the staff, without waiting to he informed in what
corps he was o exereise his new rank, he made
choice of the regiment to whick he belonged for
such parpese; and declared to the lieutenam
that hie was now at the head of it, and that he
(the Tieutenant) must give” place to him and re-
ceive his orders.  The leutenant, who was weil
acquainted with the service, and rigid on points
of subordination, refused to consider him in any
_other light than that of his comet.  'The new-
created captain was much enraged at this oppo-
sition ; yet put off all further diseussion till af-
“ter the battle, when the business terminated in
aduel. PFortune now abandoned her favourite,
and he was severely wounded:  For the purpose
of facilitating his cure, he was charged with a
dispatch Wcrﬁn; where his irregularities in
a short #iee hecame the subject of complaint,
and fareed his general to represent to the king,
tlr.w;;:'jt would be proper to suspend his new
mxﬁmissinn for a while, and to degrade him
to his former rank. [His majesty, in compli-
ance with the general's advice, gave imume-
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diate orders that for the present the young
officer must content himself with his  cross;
and to regain his rank, must wait his tum,
and the favourable report of his general.
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LETTER X.

TOINTS OF CONVERSATION.

1 BLUSII even to name to you the viee of
attering what is false: a viee from which I am
sure your nature will recoil, and the most degrad-
ing that can attach itself to the human character,
He who has heen once convicted of lying, loses
for ever the confidence and the esteem of those
with whomn he is comnected; they will not cre-
dit him even on those occasions where it is of
the greatest importance that he should be he-
lieved.

TRUTH never dissembles; but is always on
our lips,” and ready to escape when we are least
on our guard. Falsehood is aukward, and ill
‘at ease; and requires the most coustant attention
to support it. Falsechood ought to be fruitful
in resources, and well furnished with masks:
truth has no need of disguise or concealment;
its progress is free, open, and unconfined, and
itis not afraid to exkibit itself to the view of the
whole world.  The liar, on the contrary, is con-
tinually in danger of being discovered; and
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when Bie fancies himseil 10 be shrouded in ob-
searity, all his steps are fully known: he is the
Tast 1o perceive that he is defected ; and at the
mowent when he thinks that he has duped every
oue else, he is himself the only vietim of his arti-
fices, aml the ohject of contenpt.

NOTHING appears so low and mean as lying
and dissimulation.  Besides, it is a vice so very
infamous, that the greatest liars cannot bear it
in any other men, ' } '

EpanmiNoNDAs, the Theban general, was so -
great a lover of truth, that he was ever careful
lest his tongue should in the least digress from
it, even in sport®,

.

* Tue death of this illustrivus Grecian was truly he-

roic. Being mortally wounded at the battle of Man-
tinza (in which he headed his countrymen the The-
bans against the united force of the Athenians and
L:%E.dcmonians,) he was carried off the field by his
- troops, to the camp; where the surgeons declared
that, as soon as the iron head of the javelin, which
stuck in the wound, should be withdrawn, he would
die. ‘This information overwhelmed his troops with
sorrow, but his only anxicty was to learn whether ltis
arms had fallen into the power of the enemy, and to
which side the victory belonged.  On being shown his
shield, and told that the Lacedemonians had been de-
feated, he with his own hands drew the iron from his
body, and instantly expired.
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THERE are people who indulge themselves
in a sort of lying which they reckon bmocent,
and which .in one sense is so, for it hurts no-"
body but themselves, 'This is the spurious oft-
spring of vanity and folly.  These people deal
in the manvcllons; they have seen some things
that never existed ; they have seen other thiugs
whieh they really rever saw though they dird
oxist, only hecause they were thought worth
secing. I any thing remarhable Las heen siidl

or done in any plice, or in any company, they
mmediately dectiore themeelves witnesses of it
They have done feats unattempted, or at. least
unperformed, by others. A liar of this deserip-
tion is always the hero of his own romances: he
has been in dangers from which nobudy but
himself ever escapud; he has seen whatever
other people bave heard or read of; he has
had more affairs of gallantry, than ever he knew
wonien; and -has ridden more miles post in one
day, than ever courier went in two, He is soon
discomered, and as soon hecomes the object of
wpiversal cantempt and ridicule: and not with-
ol a degree of distrust; for one must naturally
conclude, that he who will tell any lie from
idle vanity, will not scruple tdlmg a greater for
iutcrest,
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AN officer who unluckily had forgotten that
he was speaking before professional men, was
once rel;ning that he was the first who mounted
the breach of a certain town, which he assisted
in attacking. Another officer, who heard this
assertion patiently and without interruption, said
to him: “What vou have advanced, sir, respects
ing the oceurrences that passed at this siege,
greatly surprises me: and if what you say were
true, vou should have been dead long agzo; for
1 was only the seventh that mounted that breach,
and 1 am confident that all those who ascended
before. me were killed.” The first oilicer was

_ imwediately known for a liar; and the recond
was believed, as having reported his own. ex-
ploit wish 1o other view, than to teach him whe
had so unjustly boasted, to relate events as they
acfualiy occurred, and not to boast of a merit-
which did not belong to him. '

REMEMRBER then, as long as you livé, that
nothing but strict truth can carry you through
the world, with either your conscience or your
honour unwounded. 1t is not only your duty,.
but your interest; as a proof of which, vou mav
always observe that the greatest fools are the
greatest liars. For my part, T judze of every
nmian’s truth by his degree of un derstanding,

veL. L N
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INDISCRETIONS of speech are the ordinary
camses of private dissensions. Secrets in which
you have no personal interest, endeay our to for-
get as soon as comnunicated to you. Do not your-
self impart to any one such of your own, as, if
disclosed, might do you an injury. In confiding
matters of importance to persons of whose dis-
cretion you are not fully assured, you will be
compelled to exercise perpetual caution toward
them, and to be ever on your guard, lest by any
means you should give them offence; so that,
in all your future intercour-e with these persons,
you will experience a constant uneasiness. 1f
you have a friend in-whose confidence yon
think you can fully rely (which is however a very
rare case), and whom you think proper to en-
trust with a secret, let it be your own; but never
that of others: this is a sacred deposit, which
you ean on no pretence whatever be justified in
betraying,

ONE M. the ancients has said, that a man
ought to live with his enemy as if he were one
day to become his friend; and with his friend in
such a way that, if he one day become his
engry, it may not be in his power to do him
injury. This maxim, which is perfectly pru-
dent in regard to the first point, is false and
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detestable in the second; since an adherence
to it would deprive us of one of the greatest
'pleasures of our lives, that of conimunicating
fieely with the friend of our heart. We ought
therefore to eousider this part of the maxim as
merely an injunction to exercise caution in our
mtercourse with the world.

THERE is another species of discretion, not
less necessary, though more difficult 1o acquire:
1 mean discretion in conduct ; which is the fruit
only of reflection and experience. Of all qua-
lities this is perhaps the most useful, and gives
an intreased value fo every other. He who is
endowed with it, whatever may be the supe-
riority which his talents and his virtues give him
above those around him, will be careful that
they do not feel this, so as to envy the emi-
nence which they have not themselves attained.
Neither wit, knowledge, nor bravery, is of so
much use in society, as the quality that I am
now recommending. A man of talents,
who wants discretion, resembles the giant Poly~
phemus in the Odyssey: he possesses great and
extraordinary strength; but can make no use of
it, because he is blind.

TS discretion, the usual companion of wis-
dom and of modesty, always evinces a sound

N2



180 LETTER X.'

judgment. By mcans of this we acquire that
quick and accurate discernment, which assists us
in all our actions and convers:tion, and which
effectually prevents us from offering any thing
that may irritate or otfend. It is this which
.enables us to enter into the character of others;
which shows us the most certain means of bring-
ing them to adopt our viewsand opinions, without
hurting their own, and in short, procures to us
the esteemn and respect of all around us.

THE man who has this discretion, Is neither
vain nor ostentatious: he represses the first
emotions of anger; he bridles the impetuosity
of his nature. He is neither a raiier nor a
slanderer; and consequently is never exposed
to the misfortunes which those defects commonly
draw after them.

THE most mischievous member of socicty, he
that is daily exposing himself to insult and at-
tack, is the officer who is born with a talent for
sarcasm, satire, and raillery: the wounds given
by his%gue, like those of a poisoned dart, are
vlmost always incurable; and they are unhap-
pily too often directed against those who ought
to be most exempt {rom such injuries.  Virtues,
talents, merit, all that is most entitled to ap-
platse, becore sulijoets of pleasantry to men of
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this description. Let such never flatter them- -
sclves with the hope of possessing a real friend.
Who would open his heart to the wretch that is
watching every moment to betray his confidunt ;
and is so little scrupulous, that when trath will
not supply food for his pleasantries, calunmy is
resorted to for thdt purpose?

Tue spirit of raillery in some men partakes
perhaps less of the character of malice, than of
pernverseness and obstinacy,  To utter a bon-mot
is the height of their intellectual ambition: and
they will not iss an opportunity of this sort,
thongh at the expence of subjecting themselves
1y 2 charge of malignity; and indeed many an
#l-natnred jest escapes them, in spite of them-
sclves, for which their heart afterward bnltcrly
seproaches them.,

LET me intreat you to preserve yourself
tempt from a delusion so fatal as this, Re-
member, it 'is a thousand times more desir-
able to pass for a man of honour than a. wit.
‘The raillery which proceeds from the vain de-
sire of applause, seldom fails to create con-
tempt; and nothing wounds the self-love of men
s0 much as attacks of this nature. Injuries are
often forgiven; insult and ridieule, never.

No injury mahes so deep an impression in the

N3
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memory, as that which is produced by a cutting
malicious jest; for let it be ever so good; yet it
is always extremely bad when it occasions en-
mity, Raillery in:conversation, therefore, is no
longer agreeable than while the whole company
is pleased with it; and should never be used but
with regard to failings of so little conscquence,
that the person concerned may himself be mcrry
on the subject. It is a pleasant but decent mix-
ture of praise and reproach. “They who have a
true relish for conversation, enjoy themselves
in a communication of each other’s excellences,
and not in a triumph over their utual im-
perfections.

THE temptation of saying smart or witly
things, and the malicious applause with which
they are commonly received, have made people

. who can say them,—and still oftener people who
think they can, but cannot, and yet try,—more
enemies, and implacable ones too, than any
other thing that I know of. When such things
shall happen.to be said at your expence (as some-
fimes they certainly will), reflect seriously on
the sentiments of uneasiness, anger, and resent-
.ment, which they excite in you; and consider
whether it can be prudent, by the same means,
to excite these sentiments in others against vou,



ON RAILLERY AND SLANDER. 185

It is a decided folly, to Jose a fricnd for a jest;
hut in my mind, it is not a much less degree of
folly, to make an cnemy of an indifferent and
neutral person, for the sake of a bor-mot. When
things of this kind happen to be said of you,
the most prudent way is, to seem not to appre-
liend that they are meant of you, and to avoid
showing whatever degree of anger vou way fecl
inwardly : but should they be so plain that vou
cannot be supposed ignorant of their meaning,
join in the laugh of the company against your-
self; acknowledge the hit to be fair, and the
Jjest argood one, and play off the whole thing in
seeming good humour. By no mcans‘rcply in
the same way; this only shows that you are
hurt, and publishes the victory that you might
have concealed.

RAILLERY exercised upon an inferior, is ge-
nerally cruel; and mean and cowardly toward
such as are unable to repel the shafts which it
has thrown. But it is atrocious and brutal
when it falls on natural defects or secret foibles,
There is however a species of gay and amusiye
raillery, whose brilliancy offends no one, and
often delights even such as may be the objects
of it; but this tulent requires the finest and most

N4
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delicate attentions. Raillery of whatever nature,
is not allowable in a young oflicer; because in
him it must always evince a spirit of pride and
superiority.

THE liar, or the calummiator, is scarcely more
dangerous in society than the jester: especially
if the latter (as is frequently the case) supplies
from his own fancy the defects, real or imagi-
nary, of the objects of his bantering.

ALL -great minds pride themselves in a con-
tempt of calumny. Mecenus told Auzustus, that
if the reports propagated against him were not
true, the contempt with which they were treated
by him would entirely discredit them; while, on
the contrary, should he manifest any uncasiness
respecting them, it would give them the air and
importance of truth, and thus put.itin the power
of the basest of men to trouble his repose.

T1BERIUS having written to this emperor that
it was necessary to punish Elian, who had spoken
contemptuously of his sovereign, Augustus an-
swered: ¢ We gught not to obey the impulses of
yuerile j '%n and if any one speak ill of us,
should we ot deem ourselves happy in being

Maced abovc the reach of the ill ‘he seeks to do

"T11Us used to say of irjuricus reports, “ If I
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do nothing that is reprehensible, why should I
be rendered uneasy by calumny ¥
" WHEN Frederic of Prussia was told that a
person had abused him, he asked the uformer
whether his cnemy had an army of a hundred
thousand men.  No, sire,” replied the courtier.
“ Then,” said Frederie, “1 can have nothing to
o with him. If he had a powerful arny at his
command, 1 would declare war against him.”
THE duke of Savoy, when disputing with
tlenry the Fourth for the marquisate of Saluce,
caused a considerable fort to be erected at Bar-
reaux, of which no one could discern the utility ;
because Montmelian, which was not far off, suf-
ficiently covered the country, and afforded every
possible fucility that could be desired for the
passes into Dauphiny. It was conjectured, by
the noise which he caused to be made of this.
euterprise throughout Italy, that he had been in-
Huenced ouly by the glory of raising a fort on
French greund, in sight of the French army,
"The general of the latter nation was universally
condemned among his troops, for suffering sueh
am insult; and this disposition presently extended
itself to the court. * Your majesty,” returned
tie.coolly, to a commumication from the king on
aliis point,  has need of a strong fortificaticn to
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overawe the garrison of Montiuelian; aud since
the duke of Savoy is willing to e at the expehce
of this, T had no inclination to interrupt him in
erecting it. As soon as it is completely furnished
with guns and ammunition, it shall become your
majesty’s without the cost of building.” Henry
felt the justice of this idea, and the general per-
formed his promise.

TURENNE, on his return from his brilliant.
campaign in Westphalia, received from Louis the
Fourteenth the kindest and most distinguished
attentions: and the king, who was usnally sparing
of his commendation, on this occasion was lavish -
in his praises; telling him among other things,
that the marquis of Saint Arbre should no lenger
serve under him, because in his letters to the mi-
nister, he had blamed some of the general’s
measures, “ Why did he not address himself to
me?” said Turenne. I should have listened to
him Vith pleasure, and might probably have
profited by his advice.” Ile then excused, and
even commended, the conduct of Saint Arbre;
and obtained for him preferment, with a promise
that he should not be deprived of an officer of
such distinguished merit.

Ir anylone affirms that he has heard things of
you which demand satisfactory explanation, and
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of such a nature that it is indispensable for you
to require it, either treat this informer with con-
tempt, or force a full and immediate explanation
from him, in preference to seeking it, perhaps
in vain, elsewhere. By these means you will
probably impose silence on one who wished to
speak ill of you; yon will save a friend, where
you might have found an enemy, in refusing to
believe what had been falsely reported ; and you
will rid yourself of characters who are_always
base and perfidious, and such as no man of ho--
nour would desire to have any connection with,
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LETTER XI.
ON THE DANGER OF THE PASSIONE.

DO not imagine that T am in this letter
about to write a treatise of morality. T shalk
oniv consider the passions in their relation to the
miiitary character. There are three of these
witich in vour profession, above all others, are
the causes of the most fatal mischiefs. These
are the more ensnaring, from being in their prin-
cipie and nature not dishonourable, but hecon-
ing disgraceful only by the excesses to which
they-too often lead.

Is;gpLL not say to vou, that yon must not
dove, you must not drink, you must never play.
On the %ﬁary, I will tell you that honourable
luve was, ir happier times, the great charm of
life, and the source of many noble and heroic
actions ; and true gallantry never excluded any
of the military virtues. T will tell you likewise,
that in the free and familiar intercourse of the
table, where decency and gaiety alike preside,
wine, taken in moderaticn, expands the heart,
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animates the spirits, and warms the feelings of
friends toward each other.  With regard to
‘play, 1 shall be the first to advise your acquiring
those common games which will not ouly render
vou an acceptable companion to the other sex,
but supply vourself with an amusement in the
hoursof intermission from the business and fa-
tigues of your duty.  But I conjure yon, never
to suffer these pleasures to be to you any thing
but pleasures: for believe me, they will cease to
he such as soon as they assume the character of
passions; they will then lead you on from one
degree of excess to another, and will not leave
it in your power to emancipate yourself from
their donsinion,

I snaLL make cach of these passions the sub-
Jeet of a separate letier,
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LETTER XII.
ON LOVE.

OF all the passions, love is undoubtediy
the most dangerous; for it not unfrequently se-
duces even reason itself; and as it is upon our
sensibility that its empire is established, it as-
saults us in every point that is most interesting
and dear to us. It has the quality of accommo-
dating itself to the idecas of those whom it wishes
to surprise; and the beauty that begins to affect
us, appears always to us every thing that we de-
sire it should be. Mistrust yourself, in this pas-
sion, more than in any other. It is not difficult
to drink and to play, without being either a
drunkard or a gamester: but it is impossible to
tamper with love without becoming its sfave;
and the only method to resist its charms, is to
fly from them.

"You may be told, that honourable love has
]iroduce(l the most illustrious ac}ions; and the
history of ancient chivalry would ’furnish you
numberless examples of this. Bt how are the
times and the manners changed? It is now seb
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dom a tender, delicate, and expressive senfiment,
founded on the real merit of the object beloved ;-
which aspires only to the happiness of pleasing
that object, jealous of its glory and of its ho-
nour, fearing to offend by its own ardour, and
scarcely presuming to indulge its hopes. Such
was the nature of this affection, that it would
have felt dtself dishonoured by a thought, an
expression, or a sentiment, that the severest
virtue could not openly avow. Audacious and
daring, when called upon to defend the interests
of its fair-one; timid and bashiul, when required
to state its own pretensions ; this sacred enthu-
siasm of a great and generous soul in all that
related to the object that inflamed it, was capa-
ble of cfforts the most heroic and surprising.

To this passion, thus refined by virtue, suce
ceeded gallantry s which possessed only the ex-
terior of the, former, and which lias now given.:
place to love of a very different kind and un-
worthy of the name;—the violent impulse occa-
sioned by derangement of our understanding,
aud the corruption of our hearts, which, seck-
ing only self-gratification, and the slave of vile
and disgraceful appetites, attaches itself indiscri-
minately to the lowest objects, and delivers our
young men inio the embraces of those unkappy
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females whe are distinguished only for the cor
ruption of their munners and the depravity of
their actions, and for the number of victims that
have been sacrificed to their arts.  This vicious
inclination of a weak mind inflamed by an ardent
fancy and by the habit of dissipation, so entirely
subdues its votaries, that it has often eflected
the ruin of the bravest characters. *How muny
officers do we every day see, who, after having
been the dupes of abundoned women, become
incapable of an honourable passion, are discarded
from well-bred society, and finish their career in
misery and disgrace!

Frowv this picture, which exhibits to you bat
a small part of the dangers to which this passion
exposes you, juidge how much it is incumbent
upon you to arm yoursclf with every possible
precantion against its influence. Keep at all
times a strict guard over yourself. But do not
suffer this mistrust to prevent your frequent in-
tercourse with the other sex: for without such
intercourse,. the mind becomes enfecbled, the
heart loses its sensibility, and the imagination its
activity ; the manners grow unpolished, and that
desire of pleasing which gives so much grace to
life, is quickly lost.  There is stﬂigtitﬁted in the
‘place of these, nothing but ‘tﬁg‘%feri#) of a
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mistaken philosophy; and the absence of the
graces transfornzs bim who possessed them into
“ait unsocial misanthrophe, equally burthensome
to himself and to those around him. ‘

A PERSON of this character would force us
from the society of women, because he has
ascribed to the whole sex the ill gualities which
belong only to an inconsiderable number unong
them. The man of sense and delicacy judges
and acts very differently.  He selects the wost
estimable, and pusses some of his sweetest hours
in their society.

BuT whot circumspection and pradence are
pecessary to guard you from the ensnaring ap-
proaches of love! The greater your sensibility
and your virtue may be, the more will you. be
exposed to the seducing attractions of this pas-
sion. If you are aware of the dangers of love,
you will keep a watghful gnard over your ima-
gination, Cultivate a thirst of glory and re-
nown; impress this sentiment so entirely upon
your mind, that it may obtain the mastery over-
every other: and I can with confidence assure -
you that, when you are once fully confirmed in
this principle, —and when you consider that one
moment of wewkness is sixﬁicient to make you
lose the fruit of all your anxieties, your honour,

Ve, t. 15}
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your future advancement and fortune,—you will
tear yourself without much difficulty from the
allurements of love, to fly to those of glory,
You will find that the satisfaction derived from
the performance of our duty, and a steady per-
severance in the paths of virtue, is more con-
soling, more permanent, and better calculated
to promote the happiness of a good man, than
the gratification of cven the softest and most
tender passions. '

PorLyB1us, speaking of generals under the in-
fluence of love, observes, that this passion has
not only been the occasion of the overthrow of
the best-established stalcs;’ the ruin and destruc-
tion of the most remowned cities, but has also
destroved the reputation of the greatest captains,
when they have suflered themselves to be go-
verned by its authority. Even in a subaltern,
this state of bondage is disgraceful; bat in the
ceneral of an army, it is the severest of all ca-
Lunities. It is a death-blow to enterprise, and
too often exposes its victim to irretricvable dis-
honour.

THOSE, says a certain writer, who affirm that
the passions for women and for pleasure are in-
separable from courage, - and that there have
been few great captains who were not addicted
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to both, prove that gallantry, the reading of ro-
mances, .and a fondness for public entertain-
ments, compose their most serious and most im-
portant occupations. They are usually coxcombs,
effeminate and corrupted young men, who in-
fest the courts of princes; and what is more fa-
tal still, corrapt the military spirit with their
specious and dangerous morality,

HANNIBAL, who is considered by Justin as
the greatest general that ever lived, wasa remark-
able example of chastity and temperance: le
never supped luxuriously, says that histerian;
and at Biis repasts drank no more than a pint of
wine.  To this sobriety he added a continence so
singular, that almost any one would aflirm it to
he impossible he could have been a native of the
warm climates of Africa.

Cyrus, Philopemen, Scipio Africanus, Epa-
minondas, Drusus, and the emperor Aurelian,
were all models of chastity and temperance* :—

* A GENTLEMAN in the court of Cyrus, reported to:
him the charms and beauty of Panthea, queen of Susa,
who was at that time in the number of Cyrus's captives ;
and concluded his panegyric, by offering to take m to
see her.  But Cyrus firmly refused, saying: * If T should
visit her on your introduction, I might perhaps go again
on her own invitation, when 1 ought to be better em~.
ployed.” i
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and these were among the most renowned gene-
rals of antiquity.

THE younger Scipio acquired as much cele-
brity by his continence, as by Lis illustrions
achievements in war.—The Romans under Lis
comntand took the city of New Carthage by as-
sault.  Some of his oflicers finding a young lady
of exquisite heauty, hastened to couduct her to
the Proconsul, of whose fondness for women
they were not ignorant, A present like this was
calculated to inflame the passions of a young man
at five-and-twenty.  Scipio indeed was affected
with the charms of this beautiful captive, but
did not suffer himseif to be overcome by them.
Learning that she was betrothed to a Celtiberian
prince numed Allucius, who loved her to excess,
he instantly determined to sacrifice the passion
which he felt rising in his bosom.  “1If 1 were
only a private individual,” said he 10 the oflicers
who had brought to him this young heauty, «I
should have received with transport this mastev-
piece of Nature; but in the post which I am des-
tined to bccupy, what a snare do you lay for my
glory! Love may afford amusement to men of
leisure: but for a general, especially when he is
marching in the road of victory, a mistress is a

“mn0st dangerous companion ; she occupies his so-
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Iicitudes, she contributes to enervate his body
and enfeeble his mind.”  Scipio ordered that the
father of his captive, and the Celtiberian prince,
might be brought before him.  As soon as they
appeared: “ We are both young,” said he to the
latter.  “ The sight of this beauty has made the
most sensible impression upon my heart; and if
the important coucerns which the republic has
contfided to me, aud the principles of honour and
decorum, would allow it, T slould have been
happy to pass my life with: this lady. May
you enjoy that happiness which the Gods.
lave denied to me! Receive from my hands
vour spouse, as chaste as though you had
taken her from thé bosom of her family, and
from nneder the matersal eye: all T require of
you ia return is, that vou will be a frieud to the
Roman nation and the Roman wrms.”  The re-
Tatives of the captive beauts, prostrating them-
selves at the feet of the hiero, ofiered-him, with
tears of joy, the gifts which they had brought
for the ransomn of their daughter.. These how-
ever, Scipio compelled the Celtiberiun prince teo
accept as an addition to his expected dowry.—
This action gained more credit to Scipio, ‘and :
fected more for the Rowmans, than the rec.:i
of Carthage. Allucius, overcome with u.{.:ra-
03
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tion and grifitude, gave so affecting an account
of it to the Celtiberians, that fourteen hundred
persous of rank among his countrymen immedi-
ately came to enlist themselves under the Roman
banners, and all Spain was soon determined in
favour of Scipio™.

MARSHAL BANNER, the pupil of the gicat
Gustavus, and the companion of his victories,
taraished his glory by the disgraceful mamner in
which he gave himself up to all the excesses of
love. He conceived a violent und romantic pas-

ﬁ' A soMEwuAT singular instance of continence is re-
lated, in an humble station, even during the voluptuous
times of our Charles the Second. In his reign, when li-
centiousness was at his height in Britain, a ycoman of the
guards refused the mistress of the king. ‘T'he lady, who
was dissatisfied with her noble lover, hadfixed her eyes on
this man, and thought she had no more to do than tospeuk
ber pleasure. He removed out of her way: he would
not understand her ; and when she pressed him farther,
told her he was married, The story reached the kiny,
with all its circumstances, but they who expected an ex-
travagant laugh on the occasion were disappointed. He
stnt for the person; whom he found to be a gentleman,
though reduced to that station: *Odds fish, man " said
be, ¢ though Iam not honest enough to be virtuous my-
self, I value them that are.” He gave him a commission,
and respected him during the remainder of his life,
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sion for a German princess. He was now no
longer that great geperal whose wisdom and va-
Jour had acquired him the ‘estcem and applause
of Gustavus; and whom the brave Swedes, ever
acenstomed to be led by him to conquest, fol-
lowed with so much confidence. Wholly ab-
sorbed by the tender passion, he committed a
series of faults; the enemy regained their superi-
ority, and the possessions of the house of Bruns-
wich at length became exposed to utter desola-
tion. Hence we may learn, that when a violent
impression of this nature fixes itself upon great
minds, the most dangerous cousequeuces are to
be dreaded from its operations.

So in ancient times Antony, after having ac-
quired the fame of a brave and distinguished ge-
neral, submitted to the allurements of sensual
gratification, and buried all his glory in the
retricious embraces of the Egyptian queeu.--ﬁ
have had a striking instance, during the late war,
of the superiority which a real military thirst for
glory will always have over private indulgence.
When the French army was very critically sity-
ated in Germany, General Hoche, who com-
manded it, became exposed one evening to the
allurements of a beautiful woman, who by design
or accident had placed herself near him at 2

o4
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public supper. Aware of the weakness of huinan.
pature, and anxious for his own glory, aswell as
conscious of the critical state of the army en-
trusted to his care, he suddenly rose, ordered
his horses, and left the place at midnight.

EVEN the chevalier Bayard was addicted to
that most fashionable of all faults, incontinesnee.
One morning, as he was dressing, he ordered
his footman to bring him home, in the evening,
some victim of lawjess passion. The fellow, who
was prompt enough in such services, had foy
some¢ time addressed himself to an old gentle-
woman of decayed fortune, wlio had a daughter
of vety great heauty, not yet sixteen years of age.
'l‘hc mother’s éxtreine poverty, and the insinuu-
tl%uof this artfal pander concerning the soft
disposition andl generosity of his master, made
he&at lengtl: ecnsent to deliver np her child.
Many were the enitreaties and representations of
the mother to gain the girl’s consent to un ac-
tion which, the mother confessed, she abhorred,
cven while she exhorted her to it. « Buf, child,”
said she, ‘“can yon see your mother dic for
hunger?”  The virgin argued no longer; but,
bursting into tears, declared she would go any
where.

The footman conveved her with great ob-e-
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quibusness and secrecy to his master’s lodgings,
and placed her in a commodious apartment tilt
‘he should come home. The knight, at his return,
was met by his servant with that saucy famili-
arity which vice never fails to inspire between
ravks however wnequal; who told him, with a
diabolical exultation, “ she is as handsome as an
angel: but the fool has wept till Ler eyes are
bloated, for she is a maiden and a gentlewoman.”
e then conducted his master to the room_where:
she was, and retired.

The chievalicr, when he saw her bathed i
tears said with some surprise, “ Don’t yow
know, voung voman, why you were brought hi-
ther {7 The usiappy 1aaid instantly. fell on her
knees; aud, wiih inany igterruptions of su,hs and
tears, said to him, “ Yes,,, su ; 1 know too well 3
my inotlicr, to get bread for her and myself, has
sent we; buat would to Heaven Tmight die before
I am added to the number of those miserable
wretches who live without honour!” With these
reflections she weptanew, and beat her bosom.—
The novelty of the accident surprised him ino
virtue; and stepping from her he said, * 1am not
so abandoned as to hurt your iunocence against
your will:” afterward, covering the young maid
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with a cloak, he led her to a relation’s house, to
whose care he recommended lier for that night.
The next morning he seut for her mother, and"
asked her if*her daughter was in reality the vir-
tuous and amiable creature that she appeared
to be: the mother assured him of her spotless
purity; at least till the late period when she de-
livered ber up to his servant. « Then,” exclaimed
he, “are not you an infamous woman, to con-
trive the debauchery of vour own child?” She
held down her face with fear and shame; ond
in her confusion, uttered some broken words
concerning her poverty.  “ Far be it,” suid the
chevalier, “that you should relieve yourself
from want by a much greater evil! Your dangh-
teris afine young creature: do you know of
nong that ever spoke of her for a wife”” The mo-
ther answered,  There is an honest man in our
neighbourhood that loves her, who has often suid
that bhe would marry her with two hundred
pounds,” The knight ordered his steward fo
reckon out that sum; with an addition of fifty
pounds to buy the bride-clothes, and fifty
pounds more as a help to the mother.—1 éppeal
to any libertine, whether the possession of mer-
ecnary beauty could give half the pleasure that
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this young gentleman enjoyed in the reflection of
having relieved a miserable parent from guilt and
'povert‘\", and an innocent virgin from public
shame and ruin; and of bestowing a virtuous
wife upon an honest man.

IN his youth, Zicten was violently devoted to
the passion of love, and was frequently entangled
in its snares.  Ilis own experience however, ren-
deved him indulgent to the foibles of others, and
bis young oflicers had no occasion to complain
of their general's severity on the subject of their -
amorous follics.  He would often rally them at
liis ogvn table, with great good nature and plea-
santry, on their good or ill fortune in these pur-
suits: but whenever he discovered that inmocence
had heen seduced, or abandoned by its betrayer
to want and infamy: that the peace of a family
had been ruined, and the sacred ties of the con-
Jjugal union violated; he was unable to set any
bounds to his indignation and resentment. The
tender passion may indeed have captivated, and
led astray, his senses; but it was never able to
subjugate his heart entirely: it never checked his
activity, slackened his genius, or palsied his arn.
His country commanded his first homage; the
fair sex had only a secondary claim to his atten-
tions. He was ever alive to'the power of beauty,
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to the charms of wit, and to the graces. Such
sentiments it was his pride to avow.

1 sPEAK here from historical mformatmn
which supplies a varicty of examples of violent
affections, -entertained by characters in all other
respects the most exalted -and noble. But do
not allow examples of this nature to mislcad you.
This passion seizes the heart most powerfully ;
30 tl_lat, when once'a'great man has vielded to
its dominion, it requjres efforts almost more thai
human to emancipate himselt from its chains.
It may perhaps be affirmed with truth, that the
conquest of Palestine, cost Titus less, than the
victory which he gained over himself in paiting
from Berenice.

FroM such struggles, judge of the violent ef-
fects of love. Instances have ocenrred, in which
ambition and glory have not been able in weak
niinds to overcome its influgnce, but by the sa-
crifice of the object that excited it. Such was
that of the barbarous Mahomet:—

AT the taking of Constantinople, a Greek
lady of illustrious birth, named Irene, scarcely
seventeen years of age, fell into the hands of the
conquerors. A certain bashaw, who had made
her his prisoner, was struck with her beauty, id
-theuglit Lier-a present not unworthy to be offered.
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to the sultan himself. The East never witnessed
a more perfect beauty, and her charms preyed
" most violently on the beart of the fierce Ma-
homet. He abandoned himself entirely to this
new passion; and that he might experience no
interruption to its gratification, he passed many
days in succession, without seeing either his mi-
nisters, or the principal officers of his army.
- lrene  followed him to Adrianople, at which
place he fixed her residence.  As to himself, to
whatever quarter the war led him, he often, ir
the midst of the most important expeditions,
lefts the care of them to his generals, and returned
with eagerness to his beloved Irene.
1t could not be long concealed, that glory was
not now his ruling passion.  The soldiers, accus-
tomed to the booty which had usually followed
his victories, murmured at the visible alteration.
'These murmurs became contagious. Both the
officers amd men complained of the effeminate
life of their leader, but his fierce temper intimi-
dated every one from speaking to him on this
subject. At length however, when the disgon-
tents of the military were on the point of burst-
ing into open violence, the bashaw Mustapha,
considering only his fidelity to his master, com-
municated to him the conversation which pub-



200 LETTER XII1.

licly passed among the janisaries, so injurious
to his reputation and his interest.

The sultan, after remaining some moments in
profound silence, as if deliberating what step he
ought to take, made no reply; but, under the
pretence of a review of the troops, ordered Mus-
tapha to assemble on the next day all the bashaws
in the neighbourhood of the city, He then re-
tired to the chamber of Irene, with whom he
continued till the morning.

Never did this young princess appear to himn
so charming, and pever till then did he caress
her with such tender affection: to give it pos-
sible, .an additional lustre to her beauty, he or-
dered her women to employ all their address and
art in the clegance and grace of her attire. After
she was completely arrayed, and prepared to
make her public appearance, he took her by the
"hand, and led lerinto the midst of theassembly.
Then lifting up the veil, which concealed her
face, he asked the bashaws that surrounded him,
it they had ever before beleld such exquisite
beauty. All his officers replied to him in am
excess of admiration, and in court language con-
gratulated him on the possession of so much hap-
piness.  Upon this, Mahomet, seizing with one
haud the hair of the young Greek, and with the
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other drawing his cimeter, at one blow severed
her head from her body; and turning towards
the nobles around him with looks wild and fu-
rious, “This steel,” says he to them, ¢ can se-
ver even the powerful fetters of love !”

SuUCH an action is more like the ferocity of a
tyger than the rational conduct of a man. Ma-
homet, incapable of conquering his passions, ap-
peared great from but the excess of his weakness.

THE passion of love exerts its utmost power
only on dignitied and sensible minds; and it is
then capable of actions the most virtuous as well.
as thé most atrocious, the most brilliant as well
as the basest, according to the nature of the cha-
racter which it influences. But on weak and
little: minds it degenerates into libertinism and
ficentions eallantry,
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LETTER XL

ON FRIENDSHIP.

HAVING spoken to you in my former let-
ter upon the subject of Love, it is my design in
the present to say a few. words upon that of
Friendship.

GENUINE and perfect friendship is a senti-
ment which can exist only united with principles
of honour. A philosophical author describes it
as ¢ atacit covenant between two virtuous and
sensible minds.” T say sensible,” adds he, “ Dhe-
canse a monk or a recluse may not perhaps be
wicked, and yet may live without knowing any
thing of friendship. 1 say wirfuous—for the
vicious have only accomplices: the voluptuaries,
only companions in debauchery; the interested
have associates; the politician, his faction ; the
Bulk of the people, their connections; princes,
their courtiers; the virtuous alone have friends.”

TRIENDSHIP cannot long subsist, if esteem
does not regulate the articles of the contract:
It is a commerce, with reciprocal engagements:
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~where notaing is bargained, nothing is required ;

but wherein the most honourable commonly
‘make the greatest advances, and are most happy
when they make the highest offers. Riches,
reputation, pleasures, even life itself, are all
devoted to our friend.

NEvER, perhaps, was there a more sincere
and elegant friendship than that between Scipio
and Lalius. The former was one of the great-
est generals and hest men that Rome ever pro-
duced ; the other, for his probity and prudence,
was distinguished by the surname of ¢ the
Wise,” They were almost “of the same age;
and bad the same temper, benevolence of mind,
taste for learning of all kinds, principles of go-
vernment, and zeal for the public good. If
Scipio excelled in the point of military glory,
his friend had perhaps the superiority in elo-
quence.  But let us hear Lalius himself upon
so interesting a subject :—* As fur me, of all
the gifts of nature or fortune, there are none,
I think, comparable to the happiness of haviug
Scipio for my friend. 1 found in our friend-
ship a perfect conformity of sentiments, in re-
spect to public affairs; an ineshaystible fund of
advice and support in private life; with a tran-
quillity and delight not 10 be expressed, ¥

Y@L I r
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never gave Scipio the least offeuce, 1o my know-
ledge : nor ever heard a word escape him thai
did not pleas«f. We had but one house, and
one table, at our common expence: the fru-
gality of which was equally to the taste of botl.
For in war, in travelling, in the country, we
were always fogether. I do not mention our
studies, and the attention of us both always to
useful learning ; this was the employment of our
leisure hours, removed from the sicht and com-

merce of the world.” —1Is theve any thing com-

parable to a friendship like that here described ¢
“ What a consolation is it,” s Cicerog “ Lo
have a second self'; from whom we have nothing
secret, and into whose licart we may commit ow

own with perfect unreserve!  Can we taste
presperity so sensibly, it we huve no one o
shuare with ws our joy?  And what ‘a rddiel is i,
m adversity, to have a fricnd who can symyn

oise with an equal degree of feeling in our dis-
troal”

Dut v more highly exalts the value of the
S L s question was, its not being founded
it innteret, but solely in estecn fer each
ethel virtues. “ What neesssary,_oceasion,”
ain asiny, ¢ could Beipio have f:»i“@é# ;U

wOvsbiy none s por 1 for ki, Dut mvattas -
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ment to him was the effect of my high esteem
and admiration of his virtues; and his to me
arose from the favourable idea he entertained of
my character and mamers.  This {riendship
increased afterwards on each side, by habit
and  cultivation.  We  both, indeed, derived
great advantages from it: but these were not
our views when we begau to lovc cach other.” —
Nothing upon earth can be so desirable as such

a councection.  But in vain do we seek it amony
the ignorant, the vain, and selfish, or men of
loose and profligate principles.  We must soon
he ashamed of loving the man whom we can-
ol esteenm.

A7 the battle of Philippi, when Brutus, afier
the defeat of his army, was in danger of falling
into the hands of his cnemies, his bosow-friend
farilins gave him an opporfunity to escape:
ealling out, “1 am Brutus; lead me to Anto-
nyv.”  Being aeccordingly conducted 1o Antony,
e spoke with great resolution: “1 have em-
ployed this urtitice,” said he, « that Dratus
might not fall alive into the hands of his ene”
mies.. The Gods will never perniit (hai fortune
shall (numph S0 tan; over virtue. In spite cf
forhu&‘Bmhb will %lwavs be fouud, living o
dead, in a situetion worthy of his con -e)”

r2

#
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Antony, admiring the firmness of Lucifus, . id
to him, “ You merit a greater.rewdrd than it is
in my power to bestow. I have just been iu-
formed of the death of Brutus; and as your
fidelity to him is now at an end, I beg earnestly
to be received in his place; love me as you
loved him; T wish no more.” Lucilius engaged
himself to Antony; and maintaining the sawe at-
tachment to him that he had shown to Brutus,
adliered to him when he was abandoned by all
the world. :

THERE are also heroical instances of this
devotedness in persons between whom, from
their situations, the more pure and exalied
sentiment of friendship may not have existed ;
brt which have arisen from a principle of gra-
titude or fidelity.

During the second bombardment ofsAl-
‘giers, the Moors, in despair, fastened their
Christian slaves to the mouths of their cannon,
aud in this way their mangled bodies were fired
against the hostile ships. An Algerine captain,

"who had been, some years before, taken pri-
soner by the besiegers, observed among the
number an officer who had at that time shown
him the kindest treatment, and with whem he
kad contracted an ardent friendship. - He per--
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ceived him at the moment when they were about
to fasten the unfertunate man to the cannon.
The Algerine cried out, and made the most
violent struggles to save the life of the victim.
But finding his entreaties vain, and that they
were on the point of firing the gun, he threw
himself across the body *of his devoted friend,
clasped his arms firmly.round him, and called
aloud: « Fire! Since 1 ‘cannot save the life of
my friend, I will at least enjoy the consolation
of dying with him.” The dey, who happened
to be an eyc-witness of this scene, was so moved
at the sight, that he instantly conceded to heroism
- what he had denied to humanity.

TuE marshal d’Armont having taken Crodon,
in Bretague, during the League, gave orders to
put every Spaniard to the sword who was found
in that garrison. Though death was declared
the punishment for disobeying the orders of
the general, an English soldier ventured to save
a Spaniard. The Englishman was arraigned for
tLi. ofience, before a'court-martial; where he
contessed the fact, and declared himself ready.
to sufler death, provided they would spare the,
life of the Spaniard., The marshal being sur-
prised at such conduct, asked the soldier, how
ke cameé to be so much interested in the preser-

P3
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vation of his enemy.  “ Because,” replied he,
“in a sinilar situation he once saved my Jife.” - -
The narshal, greatly pleased with the goodness
of the soldier’s heart, granted pardon to them
both, and highly extotled them. :
AT the siege of Bridgnorth castle, in the
reign of Ienry I1, which was defended by

Roger de Mortimer, the king exposed himself

“to so much danger, that he would have heen
slain, if a faith{ul vassal had not preferred his
sovercig’s life to his own. For, while he was
personally giving orders at a station too near
the wall, Hubert de St. Clare, governor of Col-
chester castle, who stood by his side, secing an
arrow aimed al Henry by one of Mortimer's
archers, stepped before him, and received it in
his own Dreast.  The wound was mortal: he
expired in the arms of his master, recommend-
ing his daughter (an only child, and an mfant)
to the care of that prince. Tt is hard to sy,
which most deserves admiration: a subject who
died to save his king; or a king, whose personal
virtues could render his safety so dear to a sub-
Jeet whom he had not obliged by any extraor-
dinary favours. The daughter of Hubert was
educated hy Ienry, with all the affection that he
owed to the memory of her’ father; and, when
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she had attained to matnri'y, ws Lonourably
nmmed to William de Lnnm.v,lm a nobleman
‘of gneat distingtion, on condition of his tuking
the name of St. Clare, which the grateful Henry
was desirous to perpetuate.

AT the hattle of Roucous, in 1710, a ser-
Jeant of the regiment of Flanders, named Vi-
dal, giving his arm to the prince of Monaco,
who was wounded, in order to lead him toa
place of safety, had that very arm broken to -
pieces by a musket-ball. Without betraying the
least emotion, this dauntless hero only changed
his armn, saying, ¢ Take this, my prince: the
other is now good for nothing.”

BE careful, my son, in making choice of a
friend: for a wrong determination in this point
may be attended with the most serious conse-
quences. A friend incautiously selected, may
fead you into errors, from which it may be im-
possible to extricate yourself; and his disputes,
or his Jevity, may occasion you the most sc-
vere mortifications.  Your education and your
principles will naturally restrain you from liber-
tine associations: you will blush to connect
yourself with one who glories in being vicious:
from men of this stamp I entertain no appre-
bension for you. But those who conceal their

[
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inward corruptions under a specious and impos-
ing exterior; who join seductive qualities to
the most essential defects, both of the mind and'
of the heart;—it is against suth, my son, that
T would caution you to be on your guard.

The first rule in the choice of a friend is,
net to love hin before you know him well. . Al-
most at first sight we may know if a man be of
qmck or slow parts, if he be gay or serions,
*clownish or polite, talkative or reserved, witty
or stupid; we see all this in his eyes, in his
attitude, in his gestures, and in his discourse:
but we cannot so easily dicvover whether le
has virtue and probity, It requires more time
to be certain with regard to this point: and till
we are as well assured of it as it is possible for
us to be, we ought not prodigally to bestow
upon him, from equivocal appearances, the es-

- timable title of friend. Are we at last convinced
that he deserves it! then there must be ne re-
serve; we onght to enter with him into an inter-
cuurse of sentiments, of tastes, pleasures, and
interests.

No one is entircly exempt from faults: we
all have them more or less, trivial, or import-
ant.  Let us then examine most diligently those
of the person whom we desire to take for our
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friend; that we may be able to judge whether
they are such as we can bear with. But after
‘the counection is once formed, such a scru-
ting becomes no longer seasonable. When,
Lewever, your friend errs, admonish him. If
he resists, exercise that power and authority
which enlightened friendship and the pusity of
good intentions warrant, Dare even to displease
him, by telling him the truth:—but be careful
mot to offend by the temper and manner with
which you express it: and remember, that all
seasons are not equally preper for admonitions
of this nature; wait therefore till a favourable
momnent presents itself-—But while you are se-
cretly striving to correct the faults of your
friend, be his strenuous defender in public, and
do not suffer his reputation to be suspected on
any ‘'occasion.

ONE of the principal advantages of friend-
ship, is the assistance of good advice; but the
greatest is, when we find a friend who may
be both the judge and the model of our con-
duct; for we always desire the esteem of Iim
we Jove, and this leads us to imitate the vi.tues
by which that estcem may be acquired. What-
ever be our good-sense, we have need of a
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cuide.  We ought o mistrust our own opitfions,
for these are often governed hy our passions.
A friend who takes a real interest n our happi-
ness and our glory, and whotis capable no less
~ of leading than of reproving and correcting us,
is a real treasure.
SENECA recommends us to select from among
a number of truly great men, the most worthy s
.to act as if always in his presence, and as if we
were to render an account to him of our motives.
This great man who claims our respect, will a
friend be. 'There is no stronger security for
our own worth, nor for the confidence which
others repose inus, than a friend whom we re-
speet.  We cannot endure to appear imperfect in
his eyes. We sce also the impossibility of asso-
ciation between virtie and vice; and we are un-
easy at living witha judge who, we know, can-
aot. pardenus.  Pyrrhus used to say, “ Save me
from my friends! Tam afraid of none but them.”
Pliny, having lost his friend; « I fear greatly,”
said he, “ Jest T should relax in the path of
virtue; for I have lost the guide und the witness
of my life.”
FrieNpsHIp requires a conformity of dispo-
sitions, suitability in respect to age, and some
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similarity of taste. Persons who are placed
in distinguished sitnations, aud are elated withs
their swecess, or those who are suing with ea-
gerness for the eapricious favours of fortune, are
little qualified for the refined intercourses of
friendship,

KINGs can never enjoy the assurance of he-
ing beloved for their own sakes; it is always the
-king that is regarded, rarely the man. No so-
vereign but Agesilans was ever punished for hav-
ing caused himsel{ to be too much beloved..
How honourable a donrinion! to reign in the
hearts of a whole people.  Persons in stations of
eminence feel, unufortunately, the necessity of
amassine riches rather than friends. Where is
one who aims to attach the affections of men by
benefits conferred on them? who seeks out per-
sons of merit, to support them; and to prepare
an asylum in the bosom of a friend in an hour of
affliction or disgrace? The far greater part of
what we acquire is for others; this only is for
ourselves.

Wuat a wide differenee between the senti-
ment which 1 have now depicted to vou, and
those coimections which are formed only by an
swgreemeit iu taste for the sawe sensual pleasures
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and enjoyments! the shortest separation will de-
stroy friendships of this nature.

ExAMPLES of genuine friendship are less rare
among military men, than among persons in
most other classes of life: but even here also,
pretended and false friends are to be found.
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ON DRINKING.

EXCESSIVE drinking is not less dangerous
or less disgraceful to an officer than gaming.
What reliance can be placed on him who de-:
livers himself up to this vice? Would you
entrust him with a secret commission?—he will
divulge it. If you detach him to an advanced
post, where he should watch over the security
of the army, it is probable that he will not
only lose his own corps, but expose the safety
of the whole. How can he be sent on a forag-
ing party, to levy contributions, to reconnoitre
a country, surprisc an important post or a dis-
tant town; to subdue by force of arms or per-
suasion, the inhabitants of a particular canton ;
or to gain a march on the enemy, on which
snay depend the fate of a great body of troops?
All these commissions require an activity, a
presence of mind, and a discretion, of which &
wuan subject to frequent intoxication is utterly
ancapable.
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I wiLL not recall to your attention all those
numerons evils which are consequent on excess of
wine : those combats of the Lapitha®*, which in-
toxication has a thousand times renewed; the
sacrifice of the most important duties to that
a’ee*p which such nocturnal orgies render neces-
saxy; the destruction of the vigour of health, the
weal«‘nnw the memory and the senses, the hru-
uﬂlzm;, r the mind, the habitual confusion of ideas, .
and the loss of honour :—such are the more pro-
minent traits of this frichtful picture. The ex-
ample of a commanding othcer given up to this
vice, is generally followed by the subalterns;
and if at any time, when invited to these indul-
“gences, they should, either from iiclination or
complaisance, have been led to hmitate it, what
recourse can be opposed to the enemy who might
take this very moment to attack them ? and what

* Tue chief of the Lapithz, (a race descended from
Apollo) assembled to cclebrate the nuptials of one of
their number. 'The Centaurs (a kindred people) were also
invited to partake the festivity. In the course of the
entertainment, an insult offered by one of the Centaurs
in @ state of intoxication, provoked the resentinent of the
Lapithae; and the offender being supported by his com-

" panions, the quarrel became universal, and ended in blows
and slaughtes
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orders can be expected from a commander,
whose head is confused with the vapours of a
night passed in such excesses ?

HisToRry, both ancient and modern, furnishes
us numberless examples of the misfortunes which
this vice has occasioned ; and of the disgracefyl
faults.which some of the most renowned generals
have committed, in consequence of  yielding
themselves to it The Theban conspiracy was
owing 1o the kuowledge which the citizens had of
the intemperance and drunkenness of those who
commanded in the town.  The conspirators so
exactly arranged their time, as to dispatch the
unthinking governors, in the midst of their de-
bauch, when the total absence of their reason
rendered all their conrage useless.

THr celebrated eleetor, Frederic William,
nurching to the relief of his province, which had
been invaded by the Swedes, while he was uniting
hig troops with the emperor against Franee,
reached Magdebourg with a speed almost incre-
dible. He caused the gates of this fortress to be
immediately shut, and took every possible means
to prevent the enemy from hearing of his arrival.
"Toward evening the army passed the Elbe; and
advanced by private ways on the following night,
10 the gates of Ruthenan, which cuntained a
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Swedish garrison. The elector contrived to ac-
quaint the baron de Briest, who was in the
town, of this movement: and concerted with
him privately the best means of surprising the
‘Swedes. Briest acquitted himself of this difficult
. commission with much address. He gave a
great supper to all the officers, who yielded
themselves without restraint to. thewpleasures of
the tablg ; and while they y&e.gassing their
time in drinking to excess, #he elector ordered
his infantry to cross the Havel in different boats,
and to assuil the town furiously on all sides. Ge-
neral Dacrsting, declaring himself to be the com-
nmander of a party of Swedes pursued by the
' Braindcbourgers, was the first that entered Ra-
thenau. He instantly dispatched the guard, and
the next moment all the gates of the town were
forced. The cavalry cleared the streets; and the
officers of the place couldscarcely persuade them-
selves, when they awoke from their stupefaction,
that they were the captives of a prince whom
they fully thought to be then with his troops in
the heart of Franconia.

DuRriING the civil wars in Poland, the Rus-
sians laid siege to Skid. The governor, Losnow-
shy, under pretence of capitulating, obtained a
suspension of arms; during which he reguled
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the assailants with a profusion of brandy and
wine. When Losnowsky saw that the besiegers
had drunk to such an excess ‘as to be incapable of
defending themselves, he made a vigoroas sally,
and put them atmost all tothe sword.

THE duke of Vendome was too much addicted
to the pleasures of ‘the table, and to the indul-
«vonre'of'illéq) He performed some splendid
achievementd " mlv ‘but it was with the ut-
most dlﬂicuh‘,y ‘th# he could be prevailed upon,
on these occasions to forego his favourite gratifiz
cations; and many glorious opportunities of sig-
ralizing himself were suffered to slip by; not
from the want of courage and valour, ‘but from
unwillingness'to give up the many hours that he
constantly passed in sleep, and at the table.

DRINKING not only brings the greatest dan-
wers in its train, but ir frequently urges to ac-
tions, which are followed by a remorse that ac-
companies the offender 'to his-grave. It tarnished
the lustre even of all the victories of Alexander;
who has left an- indelible stain upon his memory
by the murder which he committed in His drudk-
-enness, and the remembrance of which dis-
tressed him to the last moment of his life :—-

CLYTUS was one of Alexander’s best frieuds ;
«aw old officer, who had fought under his father

YOL, I, Q
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Philip, and signalized himself on many occasions.
At the battle of the Granicus, as Alexander was
fighting barcheaded, and Rosaces had his arm
raised in order to strike him behind, Clytus co-
vered the king with his shield, and cut off the
barbarian’s head.  Hellenice, his sister, had
nursed Alexander; who loved her with as mucls
tenderness as il she had been his own mother.
As the king, from all these cousiderations, had a
very great respect for Clytus, he entrusied him
with the government of onc of the most impor-
tant proviuces of his empire; and ordered him
to depart for his command on the ensuing day.
[n the evening, Clytus was invited to an enter-
tabmment, in which the king, after drinking 1o
excess, began 1o celebrite Lis own exploits; and
was so lavish of self-commendation, that he even
shocked those very persons who knew that what
he spoke was in general true.  Clvtus, who by
this time, as well as the rest of the compauy,
was equally intoxicated, hegan to relate the ac-
tions of Philip. and his wars in Greeee: prefer
ving them to all that had been done by Alex-
ander.  Thoush the king was extremely veaed.
hie stiffed hisresentment; and it is probable that
he would hiave quite suppressed his pussion, had
Clytus stopped here; but the latter growing
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more-and more talkative, as if determined to ex«
asperate and insult the king, he was commanded
to leave the table. * He is right,” said Clytus,
as he rose up, “not to bear free-horn men at his
table, who can only tell him truth, He will do
well to pass his life among harbarians, and slaves,
who will pay adoration to his Persian girdle and
his white robe.” Alexander, no longer able to
restrain his rage, sna‘ched a javelin from one of
the guards; and would have hilled Clytus on the
spot, had not the courtiers withheld his arm, and
forced Clytus with much dithiculty out of the
hall,, Tle, however, returned the next moment

_ by another door; singing, with an air of inso-
lence, verses reflecting highly on the king; who,
seeing his wsulter near him, struck him dead at
his feet with his javelin, eryingat the same time:
“ Gio now to Philip!”

As soon as Alexander was capable of reflecting
scriously on what he had doue his crime dis-
played itself to him in the blackest and most
dreadful light: for though Clytus had committed
a great and inexcusable fault, et it must be con-
fessed, that the circumstances of the bunquet
extenuate, in some degree, the old warrior’s con-
duct.  When a king makes a subject his compa-
nion in a debauch, he seems, on such an occasion,

)y
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to forget his dignity, and to permit his- infe-
riors to forget it also; he gives a degree of sanc-
tion to the liberties, familiarities and sudden
flights, which wine commonly inspires. A fault,
_committed under these circumstances, is indeed
still a fault but it ought never to be expiated
with the blood of the offender.  This, Alexander
had generosity enough to acknowledge ; anl, at
the same time, perceived that he had done the
office of an executioner, in punishing, by a horrid
murder, the utterer of some indiscreet words,
which ought to have been impute:d to the efteets
of wine.  He now threw himself upon his fricnd’s
body, forced out the javelin, and would have
dispateied himsell witl it, had he not heen pre-
vented by his guards. e paseed that night ad
the nest day in tears; stretched on the ground,
and uttering only groans and deep sighs.
“ Duking Alexander’s stay in Persepolis, Le
eutertained his friends at a banquet, at which
the guests drank, as usual, to excess. Among
the women wito were admitted to it, masked,
¢as ‘Thais the courtezan; a native of Attica, aml
at ihat time mistress to Ptolemy, who was after-
wards king of Egvpt. About the end of the feast,
(anrmg which she had studiously endeavoured to
plaise the king, in the most artful and delicate
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manner), she said, with a gay tone of veice,
« that it would be matter of inexpressible joy to
her, were she permitted (masked as she was, and
in order to end the entertainent nobly) to burn
the maguiticent paltace of Xerxes, who had burng
Athens; and to set it on fire with her own hand;
o that it might be said, inall ports of the world,
that the women who followed Alexander i his
.expedition to Asia, had talen much better veu-
geance on the Persians, {or the many calamitics
tisey: had brought on the Greehs, than™ all the
generils who had foueht for the latter either
by sea or land”  All the guests appladed
the discourse; when immediately the king rose
from the table, (his head being crowned with
flowers), and tahing a torch in his hand, he ad-
vanced forward to cxecute this mighty esploit.
I'he company followed him, breaking out into
leud exclamations; and afterwards stsging and
dancing, they surrounded the palace.  All the
rest of the Macedoitians, at this noie, ran in
erowds with lighted tapers, and sct fire to every
part ¢iit. However, Alexander revented, soom
after, of what ke had done; and thereupon gave
oiders for extinguishing the flames, but it was
too late.

ALEXANDER, having mvited several of his

Q3
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friends and general oflicers to supper, proposed
a Crown as a reward to him who should drink
most.  The vietor on this occasion was Proma-
chus, who swallowed fourteen measures of wiie,
a quantity cjual to eighteen or twenty pints. Af-
ter receiving the prize, which was a crown worth
a talent (about two hundred pounds), le surs-
vived his victory but theee days.  Of the rest of
the guests, forty died of their intemperate
drinking.

WaEN this same prince was at Bubylon, afler
having spent a whole night in carousing, a second
debauch was proposed to him.  Ile attended ac-
cordingly, and there were twenty guests at table.
He drank to the health of cvery person present,
and then pledged them severally.  After this,
alling for Tercules’s cup, which held a very
areal (uantity, it was filled ; when he completely
exlwusted if, drinkine to a Macedonian of the
company, Pretens by name: and afterwards
pledaed him again, in the same furious and ex-
tanvagaint bumper,  He bad no sooner doue this
thaa he fell apon the fioor. “ Here then,” savs
Senvea (deseribing the fatal efieets of drunken-
t-e), ¢ this hero, unconquered by wll the toils
-of prodizious marches, exposed 1o the dangers
of siczes and combats, and 10 the most violent
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extremes of heat and cold, here he lies, subdued
by his intemperance, and struck to the earth by
the fital cup of Hereules!”  In this condition he
was scized with a fever which, in -a few days,
terminated in death; when he wa> only thirty-
two years old, of which he had reigned twelve,
No one, say Plutarch and Arrian, then sus-
pected that Alexander had been poisoned: the
true poison which brought him to his end was
wine, which has killed many thousands besides.

Piivie, father of Alexander, was addicted
to the same vice; but its effects on hLim were
cither Jess dishonourable and less dangerous,
or rather he did not indulge in it to so great an
excess.

A FEMALE once addressed herself to Philip,
after he had just arisen from a luxurious repast,
and pleaded her cause to him.  The arguments
she produced were unsatisfactory, and did not
convince the king ; who immediately pronounced
Jjudgment against her, and ordered her to retire,
Surprised at a decision which she knew to he
wnjust, she looked stedfastly at him, and said ;
« 1 appeal”—< How !” cried Philip, “from your
king: and to whom?'—¢ 'T'o Philip when sober,”
she instantly answered. The manner in which he
received this reply would do honour to the most

04
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temperate monarch, He examined the affair at
greater leisure, acknowledged the injustice of
his sentence, 2nd condemned himself to the mor-
tification of reversing his decision..



LETTER XV.
ON GAMING.

IT has been very justly observed, that a:
passion for play is the overthrow of all decorum :
the prince then forgets his dignity; the womaa
her modesty; all men their duty; and in this
pursuit certain hours are set apart for our ruining
and hating one another. )

Tacitus describes the ancient Germans to
have been subject to the spirit of play, toa most
exorbitant degree. He says: “‘T'hey addict
themselves to dice, even (which is wonderful)
when sober, and as a serious employment ; with
such an infatuation, that when stripped of every
thing, they will at last stake their liberty, and
even themselves. The loser goes into a volun-
tary slavery; and though younger and stronger
than his antagonist, suffers himself to be bound
and sold. And this perseverance, in so bad, a
cause, they call the point of honor*.” One would
almost be tempted to think this merely an ex-

¥ % Eacstin re prava pervicacia, ipsi fidem vocant.”
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aggerated description of modern European prac-
tices.

To what a point of debasement does the pl‘o-i
fessed gamester reduce himself! Unceasingly tor-
mented by his ruling passion, his conduct pro-
duces, and authorizes, the most scandalous sus-
picions*. To & man of this stamp no one dares
trust any thing that is valuable; lest he that has
Iost Lis own fortune, should encroach upon that
of others. He is a Fury that nothing can re-
strain: the pay of his soldiers; the fortune of his
friends ; nothing to him is sacred. Even in dis-
tress, he is capable of the meanest expedients to
procure that money which he burns with impa.
ticnce to expose to fresh hazards; and he often

* A sTrakiNg example occurred during the late war,
which reflects too much credit upon His Royal Highness
the Duke of York, to be omitted in this place.

AN officer having been detected by another from whom
he had won a considerable sum of money, by foul prace
tices, at hazard or backgammon, the latter cxhibited a
charge against him before the commander in chief, who
instantly ordered a court of inquiry to sit upon the party.
The accusation was substantiated; and the delinquent
was dismissed the service, without further investigation;
being declared "guilty of scandalous and infumous bebeviour,
unbccoming the charaster of an Officer and ¢ Gantleman,
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finishes hiis carcer,. by being obliged to sell his
commission, and quit the service poor and in
disgrace.

1 couLp cite to you many examples of this
matare, of which I have been myself the witness,
I have seen young men who had brought to their
regiments large sums, lose in one unhappy mo-
ment the whole of their patrimony : and com-
pelled to return ignominiously to their families,
to speid the remainder of their lives in obscu-
rity ; wretched in themselves, and useless-to those
avound them.  Itis true, that all have not the
same ill-forfune.  But would you, my son, wish
to be one of those whose huappiness is raised
upon the ruit and the disgrace of these unfortu-
nate men?

"Tiis passion is, in a rich ofticer, a great folly,
and commonly terminates in the diminution or
total loss of his fortune? but.even then he hasa
resource in the ability of his family to supply
him the means of subsistence and support,  But
in him who possesses ouly a slender fortune, it is
an unpardonable temerity, which leaves him 130~
thing but the prospect of absolute poverty.  In
an officer without any fortune, it is a bascuess;
ior he hazards nothing himself, while le at-
fempts to cnrich himself by the ruin of others.
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BESIDES the loss of fortune and of honour,
and the neglect of duty; games of chance draw
after them many other evils. One of the most
prevalent of these is the frequent quarrels which
arise from the rage and vexation of the losers,
and are too generally terminated by the shedding
of blood.  Aunother inconvenience of play, even
when most innocent, is the loss of time: aserious
evil in the estimation of an oflicer, who cousiders
that he has no more than is necessary for ac-
quiring the knowledge and fulfilling the duties of
his station. Make, then, the firm resolution;
not only never to play at games of hazard, but
even to use the more innacent ones as little as
possible. If you are animated by the love of
your profession and the desire of glory, you will
find your time too precious to be wasted: you
will soon perceive that the-hours which the daily
duties of your sitnation allow you for study are
too few; und, when you are obliged to seck re-
laxation for your mind, the society and conver-
sation of intelligent ofticers will furnish you a
more interesting amusement than play, aud you
will thus too acquire their esteem, which will be
of far greater value to you than the profits of a
gamester. ‘

CoLoNEL DANIEL took great pleasure in
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giving advice to young oflicers; as, directing

 them i their military duties, the- management of
their pay, &¢. Whenever he was vpon the ar-
ticle of gaming, he used to tell the following
stery of himself as a warning to others, and to
shew that a little resolution may conquer- this
absurd passion:—

{n queen Anne’s wers, he was an ensign in the
English army thenin Spain: but he was so ab-
solutely possessed by this evil, that all duty, and
every thing else that prevented his gratifving his
favourite passion, was to him most intolerable. )
He scarcely allowed himself time for rest ; or if
he slept, bLis dreams presented packs of cards to
his eyes, and the rattling of dice to his ears: his
weals were neglected, or if he attended them,
lie fooked upon that as so much lost time; he
swallowed Lis meat with precipitation, and hur-
ried again to the gaming-table. In short, Le
was a professed gamester. For some time, for-
tune was his friend : .and he was so successiul,
that he las often spread his winnings on the
‘round, and roiled himself on them, in order
that it might be said of bim, “ he wallowed in
gold”  Snch was his lite during a considerable
tinie ; but he often said, and surely every con-
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siderate man will join with him, that it was the
most miscrable part of it. .

After some time he was ordered on the recruit-
ing duty, and at Barcclona he raised one hun-
dred:and fifiy recruits {or the regiment; thongh
this was left entirely to his serjeant, that he mizht
be more at lcisure to attend to his darling pas-
sion.  After some changes of good and ill-luck,
fortune declared so openly against him, that in
one unlucky run, he was stript even of the last
shilling,  In this distress he applied to a captain
of the same regiment for the loan of ten guineas;
which was refused with this speech: “ What! lend
my mouey to a professed gamester? No, sir, T
wish to be excused: for T must necessarily lose
sither my money or my friend; T therefore
choose to keep my money.”

With this mortifying refusal he retired to his
Isdging ; where he threw himself on the bed, to
lay himself and his sorrows to a momentary rest,
during the heat of the day. A gnat happening
to bite him, he awoke; when his melancholy si-
tuation immediately presented itself to him.
Without money, and no prospect to get any to
subsist himself and his recruits to the regiment,
then at a great distance from him! Shoudd they
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desert for want of their pay, he must be answers
able forit; and he could expect nothing but
’cashiorihg, for disappointing the (ueen’s service,
1e had no friend ; for he whoimn he had esteemed
<0, had not only refused to lend him money, but
had added tannts to the refusal. Ile had no ac-
quaintance there; and strangers, he knew, would
nof let him have so large a sum as was answer-
able to his real necessity.
" He was thus naturally led to reflect seriously
on what had induced him to commence gamester;.
and this he at once perceived was idleness. He
liad now found the cause, but the cure was still
wantiug: how was that to be accomplished so as
“to avoid a relapse? Something must be done:
<ome method must be pursued to employ his
time so effectually, as to prevent his having any
to throw away at gaming. It then occurréd to
himn, that the adjutancy of the regiment was to
be disposed of ; und this he determined to pur-
chase, asa post the most likely to find him a
aiflicient and laudable way of passing his time.
He had aletter of credit to draw for what sum
he pleased for his promotion in the army; but
uot. to throw away idly, or to encourage his
extravagance.  This was well: bt the main dil-
ficulty remained, and he must get to the regiment



240 LETTER XVi'

before he could take any steps towards the in-
tended purchase, or draw for the sum to make
it with,

While he wa, endeavouring to fall upon some
expedient for extricating himself out of this situ-
ation, his filend; who had refused him in the
morning, came to pay him a visit. * After a very
cool reception on the colonel’s side, the other
began by asking hin, what steps he intended te
take to relieve himnsel{ from the state in which
his fmprudence had involved him. The colonel
told him all that he had thought upon that head,
and the resolution he had made of purchasing
the ardjutancy as soon as he could join the regi-
ment.  His friend then embracing him, said:
“ My deor Daniel, 1 refused you in the morning
in that abrupt manuer, in order to bring you to
sense of your dangerous situation, and to make
wou reflect seriously on the way of life vou had
fallen into. I heartily r¢joice it has had the de-
sired effect.  Pursue the laudable resolution you
have made, for be assured that fdleness and
Gaming arc the ruin of youth. My purse, as
well as ‘my ‘iutgi?@st and adviee, is now at your
command : —there; take if, and provide what is
necessary to subsist yourself and recruits to the
Fegiment.”
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This behaviour entirely obliterated the harsh-
.ness of the refusal in the morning; the colonel
now viewed his visitor in the agreeable light of a
sincere friend, and for ever after esteemed and
found him such. In short, he set off with his
recruits for the regiment; where he gained great
applause for his success, which, as well as his
(-m'nmis‘sion, he had almost lost by one morning’s
folly: he immediately solicited for, and pur-
chased the adjutancy; and from that day for-
ward never touched cards or dice, but, as they
onght to be used, merely for diversion, or to un-
bend his mind after too close an attention to se-
rious affairs.

Henry IV. of France, oncelost at play a sum
of money, so considerable, that it was suid to
have been suflicient to have retaken Amiens from
the Spaniards.  Sully, his mivister, suffered
Henry to send to him three or four times for it :
at last he brought it to the king, and spread it all
out upon the table before him in his apartment.
Henry fixed his eyes upon it for some time with
great attention; and then, turning to Sully, saids
“ I am corrected: I will never lose any money
at gaming again while I live.”

EVERY species of chance play, however, was
strictly forbidden in the French camps and gar-

voL. I, ' R
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risons, and throughout their armies.  The pro-
hibitions on'this head are very ancient.  Gn the
24th of July, 1554 Francis 1. issued an order,
which was again coufinned by Henry IL on the
22d of May, 1557, that no sollier shoald, nuder
any pretext whatever, obtain money from a eeo-
rade by plav. It was further ordered, that in
case of foul play, the persons who should be i
covercd were, for the fiest ofience, to be puib.
hiely fiogzed: and for the seconst, o be pupished
in the same manner, to have theie cars cni ef
zud fo be banished fur ten yos, Fle delin-
Quests were connnitied 1o the custods of ihe
Pievort, who was autlorized to coutiseate !l
tre wmowey fhat wos played for, Dive and cards
wore ceerensly forbidden under the sanie penai-
Ges, s well as all sorts of gaeies which miziit
creste anhsositivs and  dissentions wineny indivi-
dunds,

Gn the 15th of Jumuary, 1691, Lovis %IV,
isued an order from his privy cousscd!, by which
he expressiy forbade not enly the ofitegrs beioig -
iz to his army, but likewise all ether persons,
of whatever sex or denomination, to play at Paro,
Bassct, and several other games, by naae. The
penalties for every infraction or breach of this
eidet vreas follows, Those ) erscns who played
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were fined 1000 livres (or 0L sterling); and the
tnaster or mistress of the house where the games
were allowed, were fined 6000 livres (2401) for
each offence. It was further ordained, that in
-ase the persons so discovered were unable to
pay these fines, they should be taken into cus-
tudy. Those subjecied 10 tie penulty of 1000
Livres, were 1o be imprisonsd for four moaths;
atd those who incurred the fine of 6000 livres
without having the means to pay it, for a year.
The intendants of the provinces and  armics,
the police magistrates, and the military provosts,
were ¢l aud severaily directed to see this edict
putin execution; and by a cirenlar letter, written
in the king's name to the difierent governors of
provinces, the prohibitions were extended ceven
1o the private soldier.

On the 25th of Augnst, 1608, Louis XIV, is
sued an order, by which ke rigorously forbade,
winder puin of death, ‘every individual helonging
to tlie French cavalry or infantry, (sutler and
private soldier incladed), to keep any gaming
table in camp or quarters.—In consequence of
these regulations, and with the view of intro-
ducing the strictest principles of honour and re-
pularity in a profession, which is tarnished even
by the breath of suspivion,. on the 15t of July,

R 2
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1727, Louis XV. ordained by an article of war,
that whatever soldier, of horse or foot, was con-
victed of cheating at play, should be punished
with death. He further directed, that in case
any hazard-table should be set up in a camp or
garrison, the comnmanding officer or governor was
to urucr the same to be broken forthwith, and
to commit all persons concerned therein to
prison.
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LETTER XVI.

ON ANGER.

ANGER s a most disgraceful passion.
There is nothing which so much enfeebles our
Jjulgment. At the same time, it is to be Ja-
mented that persons are found, of the most
honourable, humane, and otherwise execellent
characters, who tarnish, by this defect, ali these
estimable qualities.  They are irritated by the
slightest contradictions; and in this 1.ac which
is equally fatal to themselves and to tiiese ahout
them, they are totally regardless hotiz of v hat
they say and of what they do. A mar ‘' a
reflecting mind, when he is sensibie of this
great blemish, will exert the utmost cure to
correct it.  And he will not find it diithedt to
succeed in his endeavours, if, when he {feels
the cmotion rising in his breast, he can pause
for a moment, to ask himself what is the ob-
ject of his anger, and whether it is worth the
vexation it occasions him. ,

MANY persons atlem)t to excuse their anger,
by the shortuess of its duration, and by the
R 3
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calm which almost iustantly succeeds their
passions; but it is surely a poor compliment tex
any, to tell them that they are happy in their
passions being only momentary; and, that, like
dogs, they are hannless only when they are not
opposed.

A PASSIONATE temper renders 2 man unfit {rr
advice, deprives Lim of his reason, robs him of wil
thut is grevt or nehle in his nature, destroys
friendship, changes hwstice lnto creelty, and tarns
all arder fnto confinsion, The first step to mode-
ration is, to perceive that we are on the point of
exeeeding it: itis mueh cusicr whelly to prevent
courselves from fulling juto a passion, thon to
feeyp at within just bounds ;. that which few cun
mderite, almost any body may prevent,

Titts defectis most dungerous in an office:,
who is destined to the command of others: L
cati~c, his judgment being sabdued by his e
ler, he punishes his soldiers ess in proportion to
the fan't they have committed, than to the do-
gice of indignation it has exeited in his breast,
Mbat a vast difference is there between him
who is fed away by his passions, and lim wha
punishes ccoily, and only in obedierce io his
Judgment! Sober veason is not precipitate; but

weizhs and cxauines cvery thing, and aliows
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tiue for reflection and amendment. Tt pro-
no wees seitence with rearct; and when 1t is
constiainel to inflict punihment, always pro-
portions it to the crime.—Anger is unjust. It
is a pa~sion which flatters and pleases none but .
itsclf,  Tleaw often in this starte of mind are we
Ldd to decide agadast truth; avd what vy ore
Sl even egainst innocenee!  Anger alwass
olieys ity fiest impubses and it b bren e
Ccounted the lighest et of plilosonb to -l
due it. ¢ You are veiy fortwade that T om inq
passion,” said Archytes of Tarcutum to lis stew -
ard, agwnst whom be had some conve of con-
pladet, or § slondd certainly have puiished sou.”

Aiviano, general of the Venctisn aruics,
wa taken prisoser by the troops of Laidz W1
and broueht before him,  The hieg tivated
him with bis usal bumanity and politeness;
to which the indignant captive did vot muhe the
peoper return, but behaved with great inso-
lenee.  Louls contented himsell with sending
hiin o the quarters where the prisoners were
kept; saying to his attendants, I have «l(‘w.c
right to send Alviano away. I might have put
myself in a passion with him, for which I shouid
have been very sorry. 1 have conquered him g
1 should learn to conquer myself.”

R4
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NoT a morc enviable feature existed in the
character of the duke of Marlborough, than
that whichis displayed by the following anecdote:
The duke possessed great command of temper;
and never permitted it to be ruffled by slight
things, a point in which even the greatest men
have been occasionally found unguarded. As he
was riding one day with commissary Marriot,
it began to rain, aud he called to his servaut for
his clouk. 'The man not bringing it imme(liately'
he called for it again; but still the servant, be-
ing embarrassed with the straps and huckles, did
not come up to him. At last, the rain increas-
g, the duke called a third time, and ashed i
what he was about that he did not bring the
cloak.  “You must stay,” grumbled the fellow,
«“if it rains cats and dogs, till [ can get atit.”
The duke turned round to Marriot, and said
very coolly: “ Now I would not be of that fel-
Jow’s temper for all the world.”
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LETTER XVIIL

OF HONOUR.

THOUGH the principle of Honour is ca-
pable of being called in to regulate, and pro-
“duce whatever is most beautiful in, every class
of socicty; vet the military character is pecu-,
liarly that from which it has emanated, and
with the very existence of which it is insepa-
rably interwoven, It is here not only the vital
" principle, the nerves of the entire hody, but the
great leading motive to action of each indi-
vidual member. 1t is among this class of the
coﬁununity, that, from the operation of this
great prejudice, if I may so call it, the virtues
of the body politic are carried to the highest
degree of perfection. It is here that valour,
geLerosity, integrity, magnanimity, and all the
qualities which form the truly good man, are
united in their utmost purity. .

Do not be startled at the term prejudice,
which T have applied to honour. Tt is thus that
¥ wish to distinguish it from Virtue, a principle
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*%oménrqes tess powerful and less active even than:
"hat o { honour. 'The one has its foundation in
the, heart; the other is governed by the public
-opinion ; which is a’judge not less severe. The
Grecks and Romans, ‘znd every other people
whoe have distinguished themselves by the love
of their country, achicved that from the princi-
ple of virtue, which the modern Earopean na-
tions actomplish from an impulse of hononr.
Lach of these sentimeats has produced eftects
of equal greatness; and he that hesitates at the
call of honour, will not be less attentive to the
voice of virtue. If the love of our country
engages our fidelity, the impression of honour
forbids us to abandon it cven in the last extic-
mity. While Cesar was engaged in the war in
Africa, one of his gallevs having been captured
by the fleet of Varus and Octavius, a ceniurion
and a party of soldiers were brought to Seipio,
who was then in the act of administering jus-
tice: * Since fortune,” savs he to them, “ fias
delivered you into my hands, and as it was no
doubt through compulsion that you obeved the
tyranny of Ceaar, tell me, will you not follow
the cause of the republie, and of all good and
honest cit;zens?  Life, liberty, and a hundsome
reward, shall be the price of such o determinas
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tion.” This proposal, he expected, would have
been received with the ntmost gratitude and joy;
but the centurion, undertaking to reply in behalf
of himself and his comrades, thus ‘answered:,
«1 greatly thank you, generous Scipio,.in that
being your prisoner you have proflered to me
my life and liberty; offers which T should re-
Juiee to aceept, if T could do so whithaut ju-
curring a stuin on my character: Mt shgll‘t
go and present myself in buitle against Cesyr;
after having fought for bim during so many
vears! and shalt I unsheath the sword-against
those Deloved friends and compuanions for whom
I have so oiten hazarded my life? 1 intreat you
not tocompel e and if you desire to prove
your forees, give me only ten of my. comrades,
to oppose to one of your cohorts, and judge of
the i-wme of the war by that of our combat.”
Scipio, indignant at this proposal, had the cru.
elty to order him to be put to dewth on the spot,
The generous conqueror of  Curthage would
Lave shown greater respect to the fidelity of this
ntrepid centurion,

A cIrcUMSTANCE which frequently prompt
politicians  to act perlidiously is, their being
persuaded that it is the only micans to make a
negotiation succeed, But, though this were
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. the case, can it ever be lawful to purchase such

excess at the expence of probity and of honour?
—*If your father-in-law” (Ferdinand the Ca-
thalic), said Louis XII. to Philip archduke of
Aﬁsirig, “ has acted perfidiously, I am deter-
mined not to imitate him; and I am much
better pleased with having lost a kingdom (Na-
ples) which I am able to recover, than I should
have beeR had I lost my honour, which can
never be recovered.”

VIRTUE has been said to be the political sti-
mulus of republics; and honour, that of mo-
narchies. Tt is true, a more powerful energy
is allowed to belong to the former: but it is
allowed at the same time that houour (defin-
ing it to he a prejudice of certain persons, in
certain situations) supplies the place of virtue,
and is its faithful representative*; that it in-
spires the most heroic actions, and, united with
the strength of legal authority, effects all the
])urposgsﬁ.of'ﬁg‘overnmeuts as well as virtue itself.
If such be the powerful operation of this prin-

® < Honoun’s a sacred tie; the law of kings;
¢ The noble mind’s distinguishing perfection;
“ That aids and strengthens Virtue where it meets her,
* And imitates her actions where she is not.”
Addison’s Tragedy of CaTo.
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ciple: as to supply the place even of virtue, if
it seeks its reward in the public estimation, what
are the duties which it does not impose upon
us! But it is needless for me lere to enlarge
upon this principle of honour: it is a sentiment
which was born with you, my son; and your
own heart will instruct you more fully on this
subject, than all the exhortations which it is in
my power to give you. )
THERE is a species of false Honour, which
is too frequently confounded with what is ge-
naine and true. The latter is mild, modest,
great, noble, generous, and conciliating: the
former restless, turbulent, suspicious, quarrel-
some, insupportable in its pretensions, jcalous,
and presumptuous; it is pride, beneath the
mask of delicacy; it cannot: forgive even a
smile, or an innocent and harmless pleasantry ;
it breathes nothing but quarrels and combats.
He that is the object of this false sentiment, is
in the highest degree irritable. Whether you
lead or follow him, it is at your peril: for he
neither receives nor admits of any excuses; and
though not deficient in courage, he makes the
most injurious and dangerous use of this qua-
lity. He is the pest and the bane of social in-
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tercourse, as the superstitious person is that of
true religion, )

~ As ‘there is a false honour, so is there like-
wise a-false species of bravery, which puts on
an air of impudent defiance; blustering in pub-
lic assemblies, despising civilities, and unawed
Ly the presence of othiers, however they muy
excel in rank, in wisdom, or in virtue,  Such
persons, little amious for the esteem of those
around them, seem 1o think that every hody
cught to be afraid of them; aud look upon
condescension and modesty as unnunly weak-
h.cs.~(‘ﬂ.

Ti:1s false notion of honour and of hravery
is a remnant of the barbarism of our ancestors,
with whom it was universally prevalent; aud
Low much of the most precious blood of the
state has been sacrificed 1o this mistahap prin-
ciple! 1t is now, however, more justly esti-
mated by the truly brave; they look upon it us
one of the wost destructive plagues thut ean
afflict a nation.  Cherish, my son, tiat ho-
nonr which will render you formiduble to the
enemics of the state; and contemn that fal-e
prmcnplo whichi is as far removed from rea! glory

as the brave man is from the blusterer,
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IIE that has properly fearnt fue dute, will
engage bis honour in the periorn, nee of it
ile will mount a bhreach, or force un intrench-
ment, or break through a division of the enc-
ry, with iatrepid composure; he wiil not
tremble at the view of dauger, though he wiil
wt court it without necessity.  His life iy at
the service of his ct.bun{ry, amd of his sove-
ez and apainst the encuies of these he is
alvays realy to expose it. He will, however,
on 1o occasion seek to make himseli enemies’
from the viia motive of hazarding it unncessarily ;
and if e should at any time, through impru-
dence or accident, unintentionzlly offend oue of
his comrades, e will not hesttate to muwhe a
suituble apology.

Henky V. of France exhibited a fine cx-
ampie of sensibility, on an occasion of this ua-
turve, towards the great Schomberg; whose
honour hie had by some means hart, A few
moments before the battle of Ivry, the king
said to him: ¢ Mounsieur Schomberg, I have
offeuded you. This day muy, pechaps, he
the last of my life: God forbid that I should
fall, under the impression that I had insulted
the hononr of a gentleman, without any offer

for the reparation of such an injury! I aug
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.convinced both of your valour and your merif,
1 entreat you to pardon me: to embrace me.”—
« It is true,” answered the general, * that your
majesty wounded me lately, but to-day you kill
me; for your conduct at this instant will force me
to sacrifice my life in your service.” This brave
man was slain, fighting by the side of the king.

HAaviNG thus given you a correct idea on the
nature of lonour, T shall reserve the important
subject of Duelling for a separate letter.



LETTER XVIII
ON DUELLING.

1 HAVE thus far rapidly run over those
~ices, which," in military men, are’ particularly
«dangerous to Honour. I have endeavoured to
give vou an ‘idéa of the virtues which are more
immediately artd ‘directly opposed to such vices,’
To sectire yourself from the one, and to animate
you to the practice and pursuit of the other, only
‘com]’mre them in their conséquences. On the
one hand, what torment and’anguish of heart!
what centempt and siiame! On the other, what
a brilliant career! what glory! what self-gratu-
lation and inward peace! what amity and con-
«cord with others! Beloved by your comrades,
respected by the “soldiers, esteemed by every
body, you have 'nothing to fear from the re-
proaches of your superiors, “or the ill dispositions
‘of your equals. -

THE principle ‘of Duelling is very far from
constituting an '€ssential and necessary purt of
Arue courage. The ancieént Greeks and Romans
never wore swords ‘but ‘in war; nor were any

VOL. 1. s
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duels ever fought among them. If they chal-
lenged one another, it was either a contest
between rival princes, and to prevent a greater
_effusion of blood; or else it was to fight singly
against the enemies of their country.—Cesar has
given us a remarkable instance of this kind of
challenge, in his Commentaries. Two centurions
of high rank, T. Pulfio and L. Varenus, having
with great animosity long contested which was
the braver man, or more worthy of preferment ;
and heing present at Cesar’s camp, when assaulted
by the Gauls; the former, in the heat of the at-
tack, called aloud to the latter in these words:
“ Why should you remain in doubt, Varenus?
What fairer opportunity can you desire for the
proof of your valour? This, this shall be’ the
day to decide our controversics,” Timnediately on
this spirited call, Pulfio went out of the camp, and
rushed upon the enemy. Varenus followed his
rival, who, with his javelin, slew the first of the
Gauls that engaged him; but being attacked by
a shower of darts, one of them pierced his shield,
and stuck after such a manner in his belt, as
prevented him from drawing his sword. The
cnemy presently surrounded him, thus encum-
bered and unable to. defénd himself. At this iu-
stant, Varenus came up to his assistance, slew
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one, and drove the rest before him; but pur-
suing them too eagerly, he stumbled and fell.
Pulfio, who had now disencnmbered himself
from the dart, and drawn his sword, came very
scasonably to therescue of Varenus ; with whom,
after havipg slain many of the Gauls, hie returned
in'safety and glory to the camp. Thus this war-
like nation did not, in their private quarrels,
“sheath their swords in each other's breast: con-
tests of valour among them were only calls aud-
incitements 1o the exertion of public and patri-
otic deeds.
Tue baron de Lunebourg, commauder of one
“of the mercenary German regiments which served
under the duke of Guise, was much displeased
at the duke’s examining into the state of his sol-
diers ; and so far lost the respeet due to his illas-
trious general, as to pull out one of his pistols, and
present it to the duke; who immediately, with
the greatest coolness, drew his sword, and
knocked the pistol out of his hand.” Guise’s aide-
de-camp was about to put the officer to death
instantly; but was interrupted by the duke, who
said: “ Stop, sir; do not you thiuk I can kil a
man as well as yourself, when I think fit!” Then
‘turning toward the German, he addressed him:
“ As for you, sir, I forgive the insult you have put

s 2
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upon me; but with respect of that which you

have offered to the scrvice of my sovercign, of.
whose person I am the representative, bis majesty
will settle that as he pleases*.”

TurENNE, when he was a young officer, and
at the siege of a fortified town, had no less than
twelve challenges sent him; all of which he put
into his pochet, without further notice: but
being soon after conmmanded upon a  desperate
attack on some part of the fortifications, he
sent a note to each of the challéngers, acquaint-

* Tur general who commanded the expedition to Os-
tend during the last war, was examined, after his return
to Enaland, as « witness before a general court-martial
held upon a certain field-officer for misconduct in that
expedition.  The courr sentenced the officer in question
to be dismissed from his majesty’s service; who, when
thus freed from the military character, sent the general
a challenge.  General Coote immediately applied to the
court of King’ Bench; and, at the same time, reported
the matter to the commander in chicf.  Iis roval high-
ness, in reply, observed, that his majesty had been pleased
to express his entire approbation of the general’s conduct ;
who, by having recourse to the laws of his country, had
cexhibitedygllt spirit every way becoming a good soldier.
"T'o this %mbmion, his royal highness addcd his own;
with dircctions that the communication should be entcred
in the orders of every regiment in the service.
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ing them that he had received their papers,which
* he deferred answering till a proper occasion ofs
fered, both for them and himself, to exert their
courage for the king’s service; that being or-
dered to assault the encmy’s works the neat day,
he desired their company, —-when they would
have an opportunity signalizing their own bravery,
and of being wituesses of his.
- OF marshal Saxe’s courage no one could ever
doubt; vet his friends said of him, that he would
never fight a duel,

THERE are many who suppose that their mi-
litary, career ought to be begia with an imme-
diate proof of their bravery, either by quarrel-
ling with or challengingsome of their corapanions.
Henee they assumne a tone and air of insolence
and selt safiiciency, which disgusts; and even
eompels officers, of the best natural temper and
disponition, to humble aud chastise the insulting
and disdaintul nanners of these heioes.—\ lu-
dicrous story is told of one of this description,
Calonel Guise, going over to Flanders one cam-
paign, observed a young raw officer, who was in
the same vessel with hin; and with Lis usual be-
nevalence, offered to take care of him, and con-
duct him to Antwerp, whither they were both
guing: which he accordingly dil, and then touk

53
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leave of him. 'The young fellow was soon told,
by some whomn he happened to fall in company
with, that he must signalize himself by fighting
some man of known courage, or else he would
soon be despised in the regiment. He replied,
that he knew no one but colonel Guise; and from
him he had received great obligations. That
made no difference, they said, in these cases; the
colonel was the fittest midn in the world, as
every bodv knew his bravery. Soon afterwards
therefore, the young oflicer addressed colonel
Guise as he was walking up and down in the cof-
fee-house; and began, in a hesitating manner,
to tell him how much obliged he had beento
him, and how scnsible he was of his kindness.
“8ir,” replied Guise, “ I have done my duty by
you, and no more,” “ But, colonel,” added the
other, faultering, “ I am told that I must fight
some gentleman of known courage, and who has

”

killed several persons; and that nobody
« Oh, sir!” replied the colonel, “ your friends
do me too much honour; but there is a gentle-
man,” showing him a fierce-looking, black-fellow,
that was sitting at one of the tables, “ who has
killed half the regiment.” On this the young of-
ficer approaches the person pointed out, and tells
him, he is well informed of his bravery, and
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that, for that reason, he must fight him. “ Who,
me, sirl” replied the gentleman: * why, Tam
an apothecary.”

It is nearly always an officer’s own fault, if
he is led into disputes; and there is scarcely any
one that will take the pains to examine the
ground of these disputes, but will be forced to
acknowledge that he might have avoided them
without any injury to his reputation. They all
ori};hmte cither from defects in ourselves, or from
those which we fancy in others. It is almost in-
variably a trifling indiscretion, a severe remark,
a false rumour, a sudden vexation, some fact
cither invented or asserted without proof, or
some idle display of vanity or pride, which gives
occasion to duels. There are surely few iujuries
of such a nature, which a little prudence might
not prevent”, or which might not be repaired by

* GeNeraL O6LETHORPE, when a very young man
(only fifteen), serving under prince Eugene, of Savoy,
was one day sitting in a compauy at table with the prince
of Wirtemberg. The prince took up a glass of winc; and,
by a fillip, made some of it {ly in Oglethorpe’s face. Here
was a nice dilemma, To have challenged him instantly
might have fixed a quarrelsome characrer upon the young
soldier : to have taken no notice of it, might have been
«onsidered as cowardice, Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping

sS4
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a portion of mildness and condescension. . T am
fully persuaded that a young man who diseqvers
discretion, modesty, and at the sume time, {rue
courage, will always find his comrades, disposed
to take his part against the bully that secks to
involve him in fruitless quarrels. ONE GALLANT
EXPLOIT AGAINST THE PUBLIC ENEMY,
CONFERS MORE HONOUR UPON AN OFFICER
THAN A HUNDRED DUELS. The brave and
the good avoid such as are distinguished by the
appellation of fighters. They consider, justly,
that, though glorious to shed their blood in the
service of their king, it is disgraceful either to
give or to receive a death-wound for a simple,.
“and often an unreal, point of honour. Fortunate
or uufortnuate, what advantage can you promise
yourself by a dispute terminated in this way? if
you kill your adversary, or if you wound Lim so.
as to render him mcapable of service, what a dis-
grace to have deprived your country of a brave

his eye upon the prince, and smiling all the time, as if he
took in jest what his highness had done, said: “My
pringe, that’s a good joke; but we do it much better in
England ;” apd threw a whole glass of wine in the prince’s
face. An old general, who sat by, said: *“ He isin the
right, my prince; you began it!” and thus all ended in
good-humour.
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man, who might perhaps have rendered it the
_most: signal and important  benefits! 1f you fall
yourself, “your death has little of glory attached'
toit, for your family or friends to boast of : if
you are wounded, as little occasion have you to
glory in a wound, which would have been so ho-
nourable if received in fighting against the ene-
niés of your COllntl'y.

THE "Lurks suffer no duels. Busbequius tells
us of a reproof given to an officer by a bashaw of
Constantinople, for boasting that he had chal-_
lenged his enciny, which is well worth the notice
of every thinking man. * How durst thou,” said
he, * chullenge thy fellow-creature to a duel?
What! was there not a Christian* to fight with?
Do not buth of you eat of the emperor’s bread ?
And yet you must go about to take away each
other’s lives! Do not you know, that whoever
of the two liad died, the emperor had lost a
subject ”  The challenger was then orderced to
prison, where he lay many months; and was at
last with difficulty rcleased, and eventhen with
the loss of his reputation, ,

“HE,” says the accomplished Addison, *who

»

% Christian is a term of the greatest reproach and des
gradation among the Turks,
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has no other recommendation than bravery, is
ill gqualified to make an agreeable figure in'; the
world ; for he will not know how to employ the
talent which sets him above others, without
creating or finding for himself enemies.” In
fine, do not forget, my son, thatas the coward
exposes himself to ridicule and contempt, so
the duellist, the murderer, perhaps, of his
dearest friend, is the object of every unsocial
and disgraceful sentiment ; of fear, or of ha-
tred, detestation, and abhorrence.

I CANNOT too often repeat {o you, that
modesty and humanity are the most shining
endowments of an oflicer. He who possesdes
religion is modest, because he refers every
thing to an arm stronger than his own; he
is humane, because humanity and justice are
the basis of all religion; these are the qua-
lities which render the soldier patient under
fatigue, docile to his superiors, kind to his com-
panions; which, in, short, instruct him that
Iife itself is no other than a deposit, which he
ought 1o preserve or to risk only according as
the interests of his country require.

CoLoNEL GARDINER, who was killed at
the battle of Preston Pans, in the year 1745,
and who was deeply impressed with a sense of
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religion, having once received a challenge, an-
swered ;¢ T fear sinning, though you know I do
ot fear fighting.”

TuESE are the maxims, and these the ex-
amples, by which I would have your own pri-
vate sentiments formed, respecting the practice
of duelling. But the principles of our conduct
aud- character must, in every situation, be regu-
lated in conformity with the opinions and pre-
judices of those among whom we are placed ;
and it is much to be regretted, that duclling is
not yet universally looked on in this light by
the army at large—Aud here it may be not
unacecptable to view the result of the argu-
ments which have been adduced on this sub-
Jjeet by authors of our own country.

I sHALL first present you with those of a some-
what cccentric philosophical writer*, who thus
expresses himself:—

“WITHOUT obeying this sentimental influ-
ence of honour,” says this author, ¢ there
would be no living in a populous nation. It is
the tie of society: and although we are be-
holden to our frailties for the chief ingredient

* ManpeviLLe. He was a native of Holland; but
settled early in England.
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of it, there has been no virtne, at least that T
am acquainted with, which has proved, half
so instrumental to the civilizing of mankind ;
who, in great societics, would soon degenerate
intd cruel villains and treachersas slaves, were
honour to be removed from among them,

“Yet, in regard to duelling, I pity the unfor-
tuniate, whose lot if is to he incvitubly exposed
to a perilous encounter; hut caanot azree with
those who say, that the persoas guilty of such
daring exertion proceed by faise vules or mis-
taken nofions of honour; becanse, as 1 under-
stand the word, eitirer there is no honour at all,,
or it teaches men to 1esent injuries, and accept
challenges.  For t'ov may as well deny that
which we sce eviary body wear, to be the pre-
vailing fashion, as to declare, that demanding
and giving satisfaction is against the laws of true
honour.

“ The inconsiderate opponents who rail against
ducliing, do not reflect on the benefit which
sucicty reccivés from that fashionable intrepi-
dity. 1If eycry ill-bred fellow might uwe what
langﬂqg@‘l p'eased with impunity, and con-
tinue offensive because intienched from the fear
of being called to an account for it, then all
couversation would be spoiled,
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“ NWea e inonsed, dadeed, by some grave
phila:oniie 1ol that the Groels and Ro-
mizus, who were undoabtedly most vidiuit men,
were totally dgnorant of  duelling, aud never
drew i ' swords but against an enemy in their
count™y's quarrel.  ‘This is most trac; but for
that very reason, the kings and princes in [Jo-
mer gave one anorher worse language than our
porters and hackney-coachmen would be able
1o hear, without resentment, and insisting on an
mniediate satisfaction being made to them.

“ Would the legislatuie prevent duelling as
much as possible, let nobody be pardoned who
shall offend that way; and let the laws against
it be made as severe as possible; but the prac-
tice of it cammot, and should not, bhe entirely
abolished.  The rigour of the law will prevent
the frequency of if, by rendering the most re-
solute, and the most povfer#'u!, cautions and
circumspect in their hehaviour, not to wantouly
trespass against it ; and consequently that appre-
hension will polizh and brighten society in ge-
neral. .

“ Man is civilized by nothing so irresistilily
as by his fear; for, according to lord Roches-
ter’s oracular sentiment, < if not all, at least most
men, would be cowards if they durst” 'The
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dread of being called to a personal acount,
keeps abundance of people in awe; and there
are pow many thousands of mannerly and well
accomplished gentlemen in Europe, who would
have turned out very insolent and very insup-
portable coxcombs, without so salutary a curb,
10 keep under restraint their natural petulance.

“ Whenever it shall become unfashionable
to demand a manly satisfaction for such injuries
as the law cannot take hold of, then will there
most certainly be committed twenty times the
mischief that there is now; or clse the present
number of constables and other peace-officers
must be increased twenty-fold. '

¢ Notwithstanding every rational person must
own that the act of duelling, in itsclf, is uncha-
ritable, unsocial, nay inhuman; yet when we
consider how many destroy themselves by sui-
cide, and how few are killed by others in duel-
ling, surely it cannot be said of our people,
that they love themselves better than their
neighbours, .

“Is it not somewhat strange, that a nation
should grudge to see, perhaps, half-a-dozen men
sacrificed in a twelvemonth, to obtain and ensure
such invaluable blessings as the politeness of
manuers, the pleasure of conversation, and the
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happiness of company in gencral ; aud especially
a ndtion too that is often so ready, so willing,
to expose, und sometimes to lose, as many
thousands in a few hours, without the least cer-
tainty that any future benefit shall accrue to her
from such a loss ?

The most cogent argument that can be urged
;(guinst modern honour, and its favourite prin-
ciple, the spirit of duclling, is its being so dia-
metrically opposite to the forgiving meckness of
Christianity. The gospel commands us to bear
injuries with a resigned patience: Honour tells
us, if we do not resent them in a becoming
niihner we are unworthy of ranking in so-
cicty as men. Revealed religion commands
the faithful to leave all revenge to God : llo-
nour bids persons of feeling to trust their re-
venge to nobody but themselves, even where the
courts of law might exercise it for them,
Christianity, in express and positive terms,
forbids murder: Honour rises up in barefaced
opposition to justify it. Religion prohibits our
shedding blood upon any account whatse-
ever: punctilious Honour commands and urges
us on to fight for trifles. Christianity is founded
upon humility: Honour is erected upon pride.—
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I must leave it to wiser heads than mijne, to
bring about a reconciliation between thenn”

EvEN our great English moralist has arrived
at a couclusion in some respects similar :—

* As men become in a high degree refined,”
says Dr. Johnson, in one of his conversations,
“ various causes of offence arise which are con-
sidered to be of such importance, that life must
be staked to atone for them, though in reality
they are not so. A body that has received a
very fine polish, may be casily hart.  Before
men arrive at this artificial, refinement, if one
tells his neighbour he lies, his neighbour tells
him &e lies; if oune gives his neighbour a blow,
his neighbour gives Aim a blow: but in a state
of highly polished society, an affront is held
to be a serious injury. It must, therefore, be
resented, or rather a duel must be fought upon
it; as men have agreed to banish from their
society ope who puts up with an affront with-
out fighting a duel. Now, it is never unlawful
to fight in self-defence. He, then, who fights
a duel, does not fight from passion against his
antagonist, but out of self-defence; to avert
the stigma of the world, and to prevent him-
self from being driven out of society. 1 could
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wish that there were not that superfluity of re-
fizenfent; but while such notions prevail, no
doubt 2 man may lawfully fight a duel.”

Let it be remembered, however, that this
Jjustification is applicable only to the person who
receives an affront.  All mankind must condenm
the aggressor,

Henry I of France was the first monarch

- vwho declared against the practice of duellisig in
that kingidom ; and, on account of the death
of his favourite, he published an edict to that
purpose. It was found, however, that from the
predibition, duels became more frequent.

#WieN Heary IV, of Prauce was firmly seateld
on the throne, he pul»ix;l.-‘w! a secowd proibi-
tory ediet against ductline: ot sone time after-
wards induiged the hooce Cregui with a seeret
permitision to fight Den Phdlip the Bastard, of
Saves,

Lovis NI dssued a third mandate to the
same efivet. Fhe raoe for dueliing had ben

bt iy nis reizi, that when

cortied tosuch a b
acquatntances ety Do oo Ligiiry was nof,
“What s the pecs of thedav bty “Wha
fought yester:! -+ 17

Lovis MYV, Gused sovern? edicts to he pro
muigated et ducliing, It s i this way

YOL. I, T
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he speaks of these regulations, in his celebratesi
address to his son: I added some fresh ‘penal-
ties to those which had been imposed agaiust
duels, and let my subjects know that neither
birth nor rank would exempt any one from
them. I banished from my court the count of
Saissons, who had called out the duke of Na-
vailles; and I imprisoned in the Bastille the
person who carried the challenge, though the
affair was not brought to effect.”

IN a duel in the reign of Heury INl. of
France, the scconds (two on each side) also
fought. This is the first instance of the seconds
fighting. Before, they attended only as wit-
nesses, to see that every thing was carried on in
a fair andd honourable manner.

IN a duel in the reign of Henry IV. of T'rance,
it wus an express article of agreement between
the partics, that the seconds should not fight: it
was al«o agreed that they should not separaic the
comibatants, because it was determined that one
«of them maust dic.

IN the minority of Lonis NIV, the princi-
pris and the seconds fought, five against five.
*I'ree of the parties were kilied.

'Tius sometimes not ouly one, two, or three,
but numcrqus seconds on both sides were sum-
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moned, not merely as spectators, but to be ‘act-
ing plrlies; and it has frequently happened, that
when on either side, by any unforeseen accident,
one of the stipulated number was wanted, a
courier has been dispatched in quest of the first
gentleman that could be got, to hasten and be
a_ partaker in a combut of honour,—~which ne
person of that rank could refuse; so that those
-who rose up peaceably in the morning, without
being embroited in any dispute or quarrel what-
ever, could not answer for their not being pafe
ticipants of some troublesome affair hefure night,
'!.‘HE last remarkable instance of this kind,
i that kingdom, was in the servint of a duel-
list (2 muan of family) who wanted ope of his
number, galloping through the streets of Paris,
and crying aloud for the first French gentleman
hie chanced to meet, instantly to mount the horse
he was on, and ride away to the ficld of battle.
to which he should divect him. The first gen-
tleman hie met, acted accordingly ; this being a
duty which all persons of that rank held indis-
punsable, as, in a like didiculty, they were to
hope for a similar assistance,
Ir was also at one time u custom in that
country, that the officers of certain regiments,

from some antiquated dispute, perhapsof a cen-
e
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tury past, were to fight wherever they met, upon
the slightest look or expression, whether weally
intended as an affront or only imagined to he
such; though the gentlemen, before they iad
assumed their respective uniforms, were inti-
mate acquaintances and (vieuds*,

¥ A MELANcrOLY catastrophe, between two French
officers of foot, happened wmany vears ago in the province
of Languedoc. The name of ene of them was De L'Lsle s
and that of the other, De La Fosse. They had beca both
born in the same town, the same street, and were 2imoest
next-door ncighibours, ‘They had passed their intancy,
and the first part of their vouthful yews, together, a0
schonl-fellows or play-fellows; whence & minet con ol
friendsiip was concracted, Unfortunatlly tor thaw ol

. . . .
their parents, on cicer’s commiven for .ol was pure

chased in two rogiments, beisween whor hid Lo

sisted an vorenitting wnine . De Llsic wus wlicer i
a regiment upen duty ot Mompeher: ind De La fove
bore & comnission n . he 1ivad corps, that wa w steeeud
it Thedatter having o strone aelre e oo the funaner,
obained leave 10 goa dur or twe boiong in privie
nanner, 16 sce a friend CF Vawlic e pretended v vo v
much indieposed, as infirmd by w letter whneh Lo L
u‘mtriveql. for that purpose,

Do I7Isre was teansnoctea whooy st scing him, as
well s onaccoant of the oblinig otrw e ke il e
veated for that purpose. Taviny dined, and diamg
chiedrin plave of Jrenunia wogether, o Llsle, vl b

(<)
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Osfricers of horse, in such ciccumstances,
wheh travelling on the same road in different

longed to the regiment then decamping from Montpelier,
conducted De La Fosse, who belonged to that which was
to succeed in ﬁuty there, toa kind of licensed gaming
bouse, in the pleasant eriwimns of that city. They played
a'few games: and De L'Isle having the run of cards in his
favour, won every one. The other, somewhat piqued,
said unguardedly, © 15 it possille to win so? low do
you contrive to get such cards ?”—¢ Keep your temper,”
replied De 1.’[sle, ¢ the curds may favour you in a game
or two more.” 'This friendly altercation ended in a laugh
ou both sides.—They paid the usual charge of the place
fogscards, went home, supped together, and on parting
#ook a farewell embrace of each other, De 1.'Isle being to
sct out from Montpelier with his regimeut the next
morning, .

It seems, unhappily for them both, and quite unknown
to De LIsle, that an oflicer of his corps, who had got ine
teliizence of De Lu Fosse’s belonging to the regiment ad-
verse to theits, stood behind whule they played at cards,
in order to observe what should pass between them. The
busy listener had overheard the impatient expressions at

«losing, which De La Fosse’s too warm temper on the
occasion had let escape. These seeming toimply a charge
of foul play, he consequently construed them as an af-
front, which on account of the then subsisting regimental
antipathy, was not to be put up with; and, waiting on
De L’isle in the morning, he told Lim his sense of the
aifuir, that be must go and demand inunediate satisfaction,

13
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directions, as soon as they met, and were with-
in shot, saluted, fired a pistol, and if no hurt

both for the sake of his own honour, and that of the corps
to which he belonged.

De 1.’Isir, alarmed at the cruel purport of this unex~
pect-ed visit, remonstrated to his brother-officer the unde-

“signing and good-natured warmth of his friend; that they
had been intimatc from their infancy ; that the fatal con-
sequences, perhaps, of such a transaction would effectually
ruin his peace of mind for cver, should he even be the
survivor. All his excuses, however, were treated as une
manly; and he was told, he might do as Lie pleascd, but
that a faithful account of what had passed should be luid
before his superior oflicers. . With this menace the inevn-
diary informer left De 1.lsle, in order to varry his th cats
into exccution.

TorN with anxicty and horror, D I'Ile wens to his
friend’s lodging, and acquuaiuted him with the terrible di-
lcmma they were both in, and that the horrible mandate
ot wilitary usagre must he obeyed.  They went out upon
the ramparts of the town, drew their swords with grest
regret against each othier, and soon received on both sides
wounds sutlicient to disable them from continuing the
combat any more that day, as well as to atone, in the judg -
ment ¢f any men but refined barbarians, for so trifling, -
nay, so imaginary -an affront. This ducl was fought in
sight of some of De 1’Isle’s officers, who had been sent on
purpnse to observe him.  As roon as he got his wounds
drest, he repaired to sativfy his superior officers; who
woud pot so himohat ordered it to he intimated to him.
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was done on cither side, passed by each other
with great politeness,—although, perhaps, they
had never seen or heard of each other ; but their
respective uniforms were a sufficient iutimation
of the honourable manner in which they were
bound to acquit themselves, in behalf of their
rival regiments.

2

that what he had done was not cnough, because one of
-the partics must dic. ]
In consequence of this merciless injunction, the dis.-
tracted youths, neither desiring to outhive his friend, by
mutual agreement ran upon cach other’s sword, in the
fond hope of expiring together: which was nearly the
evens; for De la Fosse ﬂropt on the instant dead at De
115l feet, —who was so terribly wounded, that his reco--
very was despaited of for six weeks, by the surgeon to
whose house he had been privately conveyed, and where
he was kept concealed from all the inquiries of justice,
De'la Fosse was, by the immediate care of the military
geatlemen thrown into a hole, dug for that purpose, and
round which they stood with their swords drawn till the
flesh was all consumed, or so far disfigured.that the sen-
tence of the law, could not be cxecuted on it, viz., That
the body of a person slain in a duel is to be dragged
through the streets on a sledge, &e. .
In about three months after this unhappy catastrophe,
De L'Isle escaped rrom Montpelier in the night=time pri-
vately, and disguised fled to Spain; where he lived ever
afterwards, lamenting the loss of a beloved triend, tender
parents, and Li notive country,
TS
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WHENEVER such antipathies were made
kuown to the court of Versailles, it was the bu-,
siness of the war-minister to take care that the
hostile regiments should never meet on the road,
in marches from one city or province to another,
or be quartered in the same place; to prevent
disputes, quarrels, and massacres, which wouid
most probaby ensue.  And when it happened
hat a regiment in eamity with another was
ordered to succeed to its duty, the latter, by
orders from the war-office, evacuated the garri-
son two or thice days before, to prevent all
'pdssibilillv of the oflicers meeting.

IN the reien of John 1. of France, a naiienal
duel was fought in that kingdom hetween twe
partics of the English and the French nobility,
thirty on each side. The quarrel originated in
tie muider of an Engiish gentleman.  The
combatants fought ou horseback; with lances,
nurilets, and ‘bill-hooks. At the beginning of
the contest, the principal of the English assured
his companions, that he had a prophecy of Mer-
lin in his favour, which promised hi:n victory.
Several were slain on eacli side ; but the result is
saitl to have falsified the alleged prediction of
the British bard. ’

Iu the reign of Charles VI. also, seven Eng-
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Jish knights- are said to have engaged seven
Freuch knights, “in honour of the superior charmns
of the ladies whom they admived;"—with the
same want of saccess.  Huving brokea their
lances by their impetuesity, they continued the
fight with battic-axes. Three Portugticse hights-
errauts also, i the zime vdgn, came te Parls,
aud published a chidienge of combat 1o all who
would not. acknowiedge that the ladies whom
they admired were the st beautifol women in
the world”. They were engazed and defeated
by tlivee French gentiesien. )

* A instance of a singular chalicnge occars in the bie
"ography of licutcnant-colonel Wood, a -listinguished of-
ficer in our queen Anne’s reign,

A Frencuman at Ghent, being detected in coining
false money, was tricd and condemned. When he was
put to the rack, he confessed that 2 major de Fuiney, of
Jord Galway’s reiment, was an accomplice; but before
his execution (which was done by throwing him into a
cauldron of red-hot oil), he as strenuously denied it: ne-
vertheless, the mijor would have surely met the same
fate, if the generosity of the English governor had not
protected him till the army went inio the field, which
was in 1697 ; when the major was ordered to be tried
by .a court-martial, of which colonel Wood was pre-
sident, and the major was browxen, and declared incae
pable of ever again serving. At this his frieuds were
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BuT observe, these instances I have estracted
from a French book.

s0 enraged, that they talked freely, and even scandalously,
concerning the decision of the court. On colonel Wood’s
hearing of this, it so much hurt him, that he posted the
following general challenge on a church-door at Brus-
sels: — . .
¢ Whereas the proceedings of the court-martial which
eashiered major Abraham de Fuiney, and whercof I was
president, have been scandalously misrepresented to the
world by some of his nation ; Ido hereby declare, that if
any Frenchmen, of what rank in the army, or quality
- whatsoever, have said or do say, that the court-martial
which cashiered the said De Fuiney, has done kim way
injustice; they are rascals, cowards, and villains, and do
scandalously lie: and that they all may know who it ic
that has publicly sct up this declaration, to vindicate the
honour of his nation, of the court-martial, and of hims.1i,
andto throw the villanous scandal upon themselves, which
most unworthily they would have put upon an English.
court-martial, 1 have hereunto setmy name.
“ Cornerivs Wooun.”

The Frenchmen in our service were alarmed at this
general challenge: all of thein thought themselves con-
cerned therein, but more particularly the major's brother ;
who sent the cotonel a letter, somewhat of the nature of
a challenge. He gave it to his aide-de-camp, charging
him to say nothing of the contents to any person what-
ever; and thea riding to Brusscls, met his auntagonist in
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MoNTESQUIEU thiuks that, from the insti-
tutions and ordinances relating to civil and judi-
cial duels, he can lineally deduce the origin of
the modern point of honour in those offensive
acts which are looked upon to be the most irri-
tative and stinging causes for a manly resent-
ment, or of incurring the charge of cowardice
by suffering them to pass with impunity; and he
.thus explains himself on this subject :

“IF an accuser began by declaring before a.
judge, that such a person had committed such
an action, and that the impleaded had given.
Lim the lie, the judge gave his order for a duel,
-1 lence arose the custom, that whenever a man
received the lie, he was obliged to challenge the

the park, --when he pushed so vigorously at him,that the-
I'renchman chose rather to trust to his heels than his
sword, and the colonel, being in very heavy boots, could
-mot overtake him before he got out of the gate, The co-
Toniel having thus put his life ut stake in vindication of the
Eonour of his country, had run as great a hazard by fight=
tue in the park belonging to the court of Brussels, it being
dcaih by thelaw uf the country : but the ladies interposing
for the life of so gullunt 2 man, procured his pardon from
the elector of Bavaria ; on receiving whicl: he said, « that
he was ignorant of the laws of the country : yet, if it had
been at the altar, he would have answcred a challenge
where the honour of the English nation was concerned.’
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offender to combat with him, for having. dared
to offer him that gross affront.

“ When a person had declared himself hoth
willing and ready to combat, he conld not
evade it afterwards, if he even attempted it; and
he incurred the penalty annexed to such a reerc-

- ancy.—Hence the custom was establi-hed, that
when a man had once given his tind, the law of
Tonour forbade his receding from it.
« Geatlemen encountered each othier on
horseback, and with arms: plebeians foughf on-
, foot, and with a stick or quarter-stafi. Hence
a stick is considered as a disgraceful weapon;
because, whoever had been beaten with it, was
looked upon to have been treated s a plebeian,

« Plebeians alone fought with their faces wn-
covered; and were therefore alone liable to re-
ceive blows on the face, and to have it disfigured.
~—Hence it has followed, that a blow given on
that ‘part can ouly be washed away with the
blood of the offeuder; but he who had received
it was treated like a plebeian.”

- DUELLING was first introduced into England
at the Norman conquest,

In the reign of James the First, it became an
object of attention to government. ‘There was,
in particular, a prosecution instituted agaigs



ON DUELLING. 285

two persons ; against the one for sending a chal-
“lenge, and the other for carrying it: in which
prosecution the lord chancellor Bacon, then attor-
ney-general, made a long speech on the subject
of duels. One remedy proposed by him was
banishment froi» court.  What good eflect this
might have produced, was probably never tried,
A remarkable instance oceurs of its being ne-
- glected : that of sir Edward Sackville, who af-
terwards sueceeded to the carldom of Dorset,
He had Killed lord Bruce (a Scoteh nobleman,
barbn of Kiuloss), in a ducl, attended with the
stropgest inarks of premeditation; yet he was
a0t only permitted to appear at court, but was
saccessively promoted, in that reign, and the
foHowing, to a variety of honours, and -publie
offices of fmportance’.

* "' insertion here of the following long and minute
account of this transaction, may be excused, as affordmg
2 et s specimen of an English duel on a point of ho-
uons Two centuries ago. ‘e original (and now some-
AT

at antiquated) style of the narrative is preserved.

1.
To Sir Edward Sackville,
*Iruar am in France, hear how much you attribute

w0 vourself this time, that I have given the world leave to

bi
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“ ENGLAND, with the other nations of Fu-
rope, had the wisdom to imitate the good ex-

ring your praises. If you call to memory where I gave
you my hand last, 1 told you T reserved the heart for a
truer reconciliation. Now be that noble gentleman my
love once spoke you, and come and do him right that
could recite the trials you owe your birth aud country,
were 1 not confident your honour gives you the samie
gourage to do me right, that it did to dv mc wrong.
¢ Be master of your weapons and tirre: the place
wheresoever, I will wait upon you. By doing this you
shall shorten revenge, and clear the idle opinion the
world hath of both our worths.
¢ Kpwarp Bruce,)
2.
To the Baron of Rinloss.
. © As it shall always be far from me to seek a quarrel,so
will Ialways be ready to meet with any that desire to
makeé trial of my valour by so fair a course as yourequire:
a witness whereof yourself shall be, who within a month
shall receive a strict account of time, place, and weapon,
where you shall find me ready disposed to give you ho-
nourable satisfaction, by him that shall conduct you thi«
ther. In the mean time, be as secret of the appointment
as it secms you are desirous of it.
¢Epwp. SACKVILLE
3.
To the Baron of Kinloss.
¢ I am ready at Tergoso, a tuwn in Zealand, to give
you the satisfaction your sword can reader you, accom-
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ample of France, in a partial reformation;
“which, however, was a very considcrable one.

panicd with a worthy gentleman, my second, indegrec e
knight; and for your coming I will not limit you a pe-
remptory day; but desire you to make a definite and
speedy repair for your own honour, and fear of preven
tion, until which time you shall find me there.

Tergoso, Aug. 10. ¢Epw., Sackvitie!

4.
To Sir Edward Saclyille.

“ 1 uave reccived your Letter by your man; and ac-
knowledge you have dealt nobly with me; and now I
come with all possible haste to mect you.

¢ Fow, Bruce.

We are indebted for a relation of the duel, to the fol
lowing Letter written by sir Edward Sackville to one of
his friends in England.

¢ WORTHY SIR,

« As I am not irnorant, so ought I to be sensible, of the
falsc aspersions some authorless tongues have laid upon
me, in the report of the unlortunate passage lately baps
pened between the Jord Bruce and myself; which, as
they are spread here, so I may justly fear they reign also
where you are. ‘I'lhere are but two ways to resolye
doubts of this nature; by oarh, or by sward. The fimt .
is due to magistrates, and commuiicahle to friends; the
other to such as maliciously slander, and impudcutly de-
fend their assertion.

“ Your love, not my merits, assurer me you bold me
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A proclamation was issued by Charles IL that
no person should be pardoned who killed ano-

e

your friend, which esteem I am much desirous to retain.
Do me therefore the richt to understand the truth of that;
and in my behalf inform others, who cither are or may
be infected with sinister rumours, much prejudicial to

* that fair opluion I desire o hokl amongst «ll worthy per-
sons: and on the faith of a gent'eman, the relation I shall
give is neither more nor less than the bare truth,

¢ The enclosed [alliding to the above four Notes] contains
the first citation sent me from Paris, by a Scotch gentle-
man, who delivered it to me in Debyshire, at my father-
in-law’s Fousc.  After it follows my then answer, re-
turned to him by the same bearer.  The next is my ac-
complishment of my first promise; being a particulur_
assignation of place aud weapons, which I'sent by a sei-
vant of mine by post® from Rotterdam, as soon as he
landed there.

“ The receipt of which, joined to an acknowledgment
of my too fair carriagze to the decensed lord, testified by
the Jast, periods the business until we met at Tergoso in
anland,.itbeing the place allotted for rendezvous ;where
he, accompanied with one Mr. Crawford (an English
gentleiian) for his second, a surgeon, and a man, ariived
with all the speed he could.

« Andithere having rendered Bimself, Taddressed my
sccon!, sir John Ficrdon, to let him understand, that all
istowing should be done by consent; as concerning the
terme whereen we should fight, s ulso the place. To our
scconds vre gave power for their appointments; who
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ther in a ducl.  But, till the principles be era-
dicated which gave authority to the practice of

agreed we should go to Antwerp, from thence to Rergen-
op-zoom, where in the mid-way but a village divides the
States’ territories from the Arch-duke’s.

¢ And there was the destined stage; to the end that
having finished the afTair, he that could might presently
exempt himself fromthe justice of the country, by retiring
into the dominion whose laws were not offended. Tt was
likewise concluded, that in case any should fall or slip,
then the combat should cease: and he whose ill fortune
had so subjected him, was to ucknowl-cdgc his life to have
been in the other’s hands,

« But in casc one party’s sword should break, because
that could only chance by hazard, it was agreed that the
other should take no advantage; but either then be made
{riends, or also upon cven terms go to it again. Thus
these conclusions being each of them related to Lis party,
were by us both approved and assented to. )

“ Accordingly we embarked for Antwerp: and by rea-
son my lord (as T conceive, because he could not hand-
somely without danger or discovery) had not paired the
sword I sent him to Paris, bringing one of the same length
but twice as broad, my second excepted against it, and
advised me to match my own, and send him the choice;
which I obcyed, it being (vou know) the chal!cng'cr\
privilege to clect his wezpon,

« At the delivery of the sword, which was performed
by sir John Heidon, it pleased the lord Bruce to chuse my
own: and then, past expectation, he told i John, tha

vol. I, v
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duelling, we must not hope for the entire alio-
lition of it; nay, we have the greatest reason -

he found himself so far behind-hand, as a little of my
blood would not serve his turn; and therefore he was
now resolved to have me alone, because he knew (for I
will use his own words) that so worthy a gentleman and
my friend could not stand by, and sec him do that w~hic~h
he must to satisfy himself and his honour.

“ Hereupon sir John Heidon replied, that such inten-
tions were bloody and butcherly, far unfitting so noble a
personage, who should desire to bleed for reputation, not
for life; withal adding, he thought himself injured, being
come thus far, to be now prohibited from executing those
honourable offices he came tor. The lord for answer only
reiterated his former resolutions; whereupon sir John,
leaving him the sword he had elected, delivered me the
other with his determinations.

¢ The which, not for matter, but manner, so moved
me, asthough, to my remembrance, Ihad not for a long
time eaten more liberally than at dinner, and therefore
unfit for such an action (sceing the surgeons hold a
wound.upon a full stomach much more dangerous than
otherwise), I requested my second to certify to him, I
would presently decide the difference; and therefore he
should presently meet me on horseback, only waited on
by ‘our surgeons, they being unarmed,

“Togcther we rode, but one before the other, about
two English miles: and then passion having so weak an
encmy to assail as my discretion, easily became victors;
and using his power, made me obedient to his commands :
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to be apprehensive of its gaining ground. The
punctilious nicety of that honour which the

1 being verily mad with anger, that lord Bruce should
thirst after my life with a kind of assuredness; seeing ¥ .
came so far, and ncedlessly, to give him leave to regain
his lost reputation.

“1 bade him alight, which with all willingness he
qxlickfy granted ; and there in a meadow, ancle-deep in
water at the least, bidding farewell to our doublets, in
our shirts we began to charge each other: having before
commanded our surgeons to withdraw themsclves at a
pretty distance from us; conjuring them besides, as they
respected our favours or their own safeties, not to stir,
but suffer us to execute our pleasure, we being fully re-
solved (God forgive us!) to dispatch each other by what
\means we could.

« I made a thrust at my enemy, but was short; and in
drawing back my arm [ received a great wound therein,
which 1 interpreted as a reward for my short sheoting:
but in revenge I prest in to him, though I then missed
him also, and then received 2 wound in my right pap,
which past both through my body and almost to my back.
And there we wrestled for the two greatest and dearest
prizes we could ever expect trial for, honour and life. In
which struggling, my hand having but an ordinary glovc
(oy it, lost one of her servants, though the meancst [!bc
Tirtle finger]; which having hung by a skin, to sicht yet
remaineth as before, and I am in hope one day to recover
the use of it again.

¢ At last, breathless, yet keeping our holds, there past

uz
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duibt takes for his guide, is apt ‘to refine it-
seti’ perpetually, by framing new distinctions.

on both sides propositions of quitting each other's swords.
But when amity was dead, confidence could not live; and
who should quit first was the questicn, which on neither
part cither would perform: and wrestling again afrcah,
with a kick and a wrench together I freed my long-cap-
twvated weapon ; which instantly levelling at his throat,
being master still of his, T demanded if he would ask hi.
bi+, o1 yield his sword; both which, though in that im-
minent dunger, Lie bravely denied to do.

« Myself being wounded, and feeling Joss of blood,
(having three conduits running on me, which hegan t
make me fuint,) and he courageously persisting not 1o -
gord to ¢ither of my propositions; through rememibrain e
of his former bloody desire, and fecling of my prescit
estate, T struch at his heart, but with his avoiding mis-cd
my aim, yet passed through the body ; and drawing out
my sword, repased it again through another place, when
he cried, ¢ Oh! I am slain?” seconding his speech with all
the force he had to cast me. But he being too weak, after
1 had defended his assault, T easily became master of him,
laying him upon his back; when being upon him, 1 re-
demanded if he weald request his life: but it scemed he
prized it not at so dear a rate, to be beholden for it,
“bravely replyin;; - ¢ he scorned it;” which answer of his
was w0 noble and wor.liy, as I protest 1 could not find in
my haart to offer 1" any more violence, only keeping
him down, until at length his surgeon afar off cried out—
¢ he would imuic.aicly die, if his wounds were mot-
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If it be indeed a virtue, or the mark of a vir-
tuous mind, to take offence at every unjust pro-
vocation, at every instance of neglect and con-
tempt; a person may feel a stronger couscious-
ness of virtue, in proportion as he finds himself
more casily offended.  Hence every person of
quick sencihility, who daes not disupprove of
duelling, vill be rather inclined to add some-

stopped:* whereupon Iasked if he desired his surgeon
should come, which he aceepted of 5 and so being drawn
away, Inever offered to take his sword, coumning it in-
human to rob a dead man; for so I held iim to be.

« The matter being thus enddd, 1 retired to my surgeon §
in whose arms after I had remained a wlile, ir want of
blood, 1 lost my sight; and withal, as 1 chen thought, lost
my life also. But strong water, and his diligence, quickly
recovered me; when [ escaped from a very great dane
ger:— _

¢ Lord Bruct's surgeon, when nobody dreamt of i n,
came full at me with his lordship’s sword; and had not
mine with my sword interposed, 1 had been slain by those
base hands: although my lord Bruce, weltering iu his
blood, and past all expectation of life, contormable to all
his former carriage (which was undoubfedly noble) exied
out, ¢ Rascal, hold thy hand !’

“So may I prosper, as I have dealt <incerely \uth you
in the relation, which I pray you with thi> Letter to de-
liver to my lord chamberlain.”

Louvain, Sept. 8, 1613,
ud
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thing to the niceties of the fashionable honour ;
and no one with whose principles that honour is -
consistent, will dare to think of retrenching its
influence. Upon the whole, therefore, we must
expect . that, if left to itself, it will gather
strength rather than decline.

THE science of quarrelling was studied
with great accuracy in the sixteenth century.
Lord chancellor Bacon,, in his speech above-
mentioned, takes notice of some French and
Italian pamphlets upon the doctrine of duels;
which, he gives us to understand, contained
such regulations as it was necessary for those to
observe, who professed the honour then fu-
shionable.

It is said, that cases of honour were col-
fected with great minuteness: that lies were
distinguished into thirty-two different sorts; and
that the precise satisfaction suited to each, was
tharked out*,

* Suaxspeare has pleasantly ridiculed this customin
his comedy of As you Like It, by a ludicrous narrative
and explanatien which he puts into the mouth of his
clown, 'Touchstone (see Act 5, Scene 4, of that charming. ..
piay). It is too long to be here tganscribed ; but is well
worth referring to.  And to this the commentators on the-
passage have added some curious information on the~
subject.
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ComMPARED with this, the present fashionable
-honour happily shows but a moderate degree
of refinement; yet we caunot too strongly
guard against its natural tendency to multiply
pernicious subtleties, and to spread its influence
in the world. The most recent experience
crowds instances upon us, which afford strong
p'mo'f of such a tendency, and excite an anxious
curiosity after the consequences.

EvERY attempt to place the principles (gond
or bad) of human actions in a just light, must
be favoured by all who wish well to maikind.

To remove a false glare from a dazzling vice;
to ‘restore to its ancient lustre a species of vir-
tue, which lies buried in the rust of negieet;
these are works, which, if they could be ac-
complished, would not fail of appearing meris
torious to the thinkiug part of the world,

To prevent quarrcls and sending challenges i,
the army, it is ordered by the Articles of War,’
that—

* No ofticer shall use any reproachful or pro-
voking speeches or gestures to another; upon
pain of being put in arrest, and of asking par-
don of the party offended, in the presence of his
commanding officer.

V4
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“No officer shall presume to give or send a
challenge to any other officer to fight a duel,
upon pain of being cashiered.

“If any officer commanding a guard, shall
knowingly and wilfully suffer any person what-
soever to go forth to fight a duel, he shall be
punished as a challenger: and likewise all se-
conds, promoters, and carriers, of chatlenees in
arder to duels, shall be deemed as priveipals,
and be punished accordivgly.

“All officers, of what condition whatsoever,
have power to quell all quarrels, frays, and dis-
orders, though the persons econeerned should
belong to anather regiment ; and to order of-
ficers into arrest, until their proper superior
ofticers shall be acquainted thevewith; and wheo-
soever shall refuse to obey such officer (though
of an inferior rank), or shall draw his sword
upon him, shall be punished at the discretion of
@ general conrt-martial.

“ 1f any oflicer shall uphraid another for
refusing a challenge, he shall himself be pu-
nished as a challenger: and his majesty acquits
and discharges all officers of auy disgrace, or
opinion of disadvantage, which might arise
from thetr having refused to aceept of chal-
fenges; as they will only have acted in obedience

"
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to hin ovders, and done their dutv as good sol-
diers who subject themselves to di-cipime*.”

* Awticres or Wag, Scct. vil.

T'uss being the only occasion which presents itsclf of
alluding to the JArticles of War, it may not be unaccept-
able to introduce here a few words on an nterosting sube-
ject conneesed with them.

“Fowarn the close of the parliamentary session in the

last year (1808}, it was stated by one of the members du-

ring a debate, as a thing universally understood, that

soldicrs Lad in all cases a right of appeal from the sen-

tence of a regimental to a general court-martial. A some-

what extraordinary instance however occurred in the

camp at Barham Downs, in 1796.—A man w.s sentenced

by a regimental court-martial.  His case appeared a very

hard one, being connected with something personal be-

tween two oflicers of the regiment; and when brought

inio the circle, and the proceedings read, he appealed to

a general court-martial. The colonel, however, told him

he must FIRsT receive this sentence; and ordered him to

strip. "T'he man’s captain now stepped out, and supported
his appeal; but the colonel’s answer was the same, and'
the punishment was inflicted.  The captain brought the

affuir before miujor-general Norton (commanding), who

decided that the colonel’s conduct had been right.

This was thought very unjust in the regiment ; but on
a referénce to the Articles of War, it was found that the
only case in which the word Appeal is mentioned, is
Sect. x11. Art. ii.] concerning a regimental cous t-martial which
as been 1 on the complaint of  seldier against bic saptain,
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HAvinG had occasion to mention the subject
of Religion, I will conclude this Letter by
some short observations respecting your con-
duct in this important point.

LT me urge you, my dear son, to make a
sentiment of religion the constant associate of
your military duties. Many illustrious exam-
ples prove that it is in no degree irreconcilcable
with the character of a perfect soldier.

THE great Gustavus Adolphus never en-
gaged in any battle, without first praving at
the head of the troops he was about to lead to-
ward the cuemy; sometimes using a book, and
sometimes extempore. This being done, " he
used to thander out, in a strong aml encry tic .
manner, some (German hymn or psaim, in wich
he was followed by his whole army: (the ef-
fect of this chant, with thirty or forty thousand
voices in unison, was wonderful and terrible). —
‘Immediately before the battle of Lutzen, which

Hence it would appear, that Appeals may in noother cases
be claimed.

" That the opinion of the colonel, however, had not been
founded on any immediate recollection or knowledge of
the /sw on the subject, was evident from his saying after
the punishmnent : “ Now, captain B——, you may have
a general court-martial for your man, if you choose.”
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proveqd fatal to himself but so honourable to his

-army, he vociferated the translation of the
forty-sixth Psalm, made by Luther when he
was a prisoner in the fortress of Cobourg,
which begins « God is our strength.” 'The
triunpets and drums immediately struck up, and
were accompanied by the whole army. To this
succceded a hymn composed by Gustavus him-
self.  The word given by the king for that day
was ¢ (Giod be with us*.”

4 A LiviLy continental traveller, who wrote soon after
the termination of the American war, gives the following
absyrd and ludicrous specimen of military discipline
among the Germans. The statement rests entirely upon
his authority.

“ I mave seen the troops here’” [at Munheim}, says Dr.,
Moore, ¢ perform their exercise every morning on the
parade. I was a good deal surprised to observe, that not
only the movements of the soldiers’ musquets and the at-
titudes of their bodies, but ::1so their devotions, were une
der the direction of the major’s cane. The following mo-
tions are performed as part of the military manceuvres
every day, before the troops are marched to their differ-
ent guards.

«“'The major flourishes his cane. The drum gives a
single tap; and every man under arms raises his hand to
his hat. At a second stroke of the drum, they take off
their hats, and are supposed to pray. At a third, they
finish their petitions, and put their hats on their heads,
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AT the battle of Senef, the prince of Condé
sent orders to M. de Navailles to be ready to-
engage the enemy. The messenger found him
hearing mass; at which the prince, being en-
raged, muttered something in abuse of over-
pious persons. But Navailles, having performed
wonders during the engagement, said, after it,
to the prince: ¢ Your highness, I fu;;cy; sees
now, that those who pray to God, behave as well
in a battle as their neighbours.”

The noblest point of view in which Zicten
can be considered, is that of a man who inva-
riably cntertained the most hallowed regard
for religion. Hence the pure source of all "his
virtues, and all his morality ; hence that ex-
treme indifference, that entire self-denial, when-
ever his own interests came in competition with
those of another ; hence, from his earliest carcer
of life, when le first began to push his fortune
in the world, that uncommon delicacy of cha-
racter which never allowed him to have recourse
to any indirect or disingenuous expedients; and

“hence, when arrived to the summit of his glory,

If any man has the assurance to protract his prayer a mi»
nute longer than the drum indicates, he is punished on
- the spot, and taught to be less devout for the future.””
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that noble serenity of mind, unembittered by
reproachi—that pure and unalterable felicity---
which crowned the evening of his days, and
repayed the toils of an useful and well-spent
lite.

His piety was entirely distinet from ail me-
chanical deaotion or superstitious servility.  Ilis
sentiiients of religion were pure and simple.
Te considered it as an homage due to the Su-
preme Being; and as long as his health per-
mitted him, he was a constant frequenter of
public worship, )

At no time, iadeed, was he ever neeleetful of
the duty of prayer; nocdid a day pass without
his having acquitted himself of it in the silence
of his closet, excluded from the observation of
the whole world. i prayers were not limited
to any fixed periods; he consecrated to that
duty his occasional moments of solitude, his
watchings, his sleepless hours,

Eviry quality too, which is enjoined by
christianity as a virtue, says a modem author,
is recommended by politeness as an accompligh-
ment. Gentleness, humility, deference, affability,
and a readiness to assist and serve on all oc-
casions, are as necessary in the composition of
4 true christian, as in that of a well-bred man,
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Passion, moroseness, peevishness, and supereili-
ous self-sufliciency, are equally repugnant to the
characters of both; who differ in this only—
that the true christian really is, what the well-
bred man pretends to be, and would still be
better if he was.
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LETTER XIX.

ON TRUL AND FALSE GLORY.

THERF, is aspecies of false glory, which
though hoth dangerous and ridiculous, is com-
mon among military men; I mean, the wish
to be distinguished in the corps for expence
and parade. The mun of rank thinks himself
degraded, if he does not make a more conside-
rabde figure than those of his comrades whom
he deems inferior to him. e that has mnoney,
and whom therefore our present degeneracy
of manuners places nearly upon a level with the
nobility of the kingdom, fancies that he cannot
maintain the newly-acquired consequence of his
faiily, but in making a brilliant display of his
wealth. The other officers, too, readily per-
ceive that the public almost always proportions
its respect and esteemn to the greater or less eX-
tent of this display ; and every day hear it said,
that such a one makes a grest fizure, and
lives in style, without reflecting how iittle these
lofty expressions contain. They would do well
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to remember, however, that this object of ad-
miration is commonly the man, beyond all,
others, the least qualified for the army ; that
he who makes what is called a figure, is no
other than a spendthrift, who ruins hoth his
health and his fortune; and that he who lives,
as it is termed, in style, has frequently recourse
to means the most dishonourable to support
this appearance, awd is perpetnally on the rack
to conceal from his comrades the disgrace which
he dreads, and which his creditors are justly
preparing for him. A young ofticer, without
wisdom or experience, thinhs he shall he des-
pised by his corps, if he does not pursue the
same course as his comrades; and this ridicu-
lous apprehension plunges him into debauchery
and misery. Despise this false glory, my. son:
this is not the passion of those officers whom 1
wish you to take for your model. Luxury, ex-
treme attention to dress, unnecessary display of
equipage and the declicacies of the table, are
evidences only of vanity, and can confer con-
,vl'equence in the eves of none of those whose
~good opinion is worth acquiring.  What folly
can be compared to that of ruining ourselves
for the sake of appearing great!  This is to
purchase, at a desperate rate, the contempt
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«f the army. After an ostentation, as short as
«it iv ridiculous, and transient as it was false,
these unhappy victims of their own misconduct
must be content to languish in wretchedness,
without any consoling recollections under their
misfortunes,

WE sce, indeed, too many instances of young
ien who, with the best natural dispositions and
characters, yield to the seductive influence of
example. They do that at first from weakness
and good-tempered complium‘o,~ which -~ their
better feelings disapprove; and unhappily are
often brought to the habitual excesses, which so
much distinguish and disgrace the lives of those
whom they make their models. A young offi-
cer, on first entering his corps, cannot exercise
too much caution in guarding against those
smares, which are the more dangerous, from
being represented to him as customs that can no
way be dispensed with.  Xenophon was accused
of timidity, because he would not venture his
money at play.  “T confess,” he acknowledged,.
< [ am very timid; for I dare not commit a bad
action,” If you do not possess this firmness, I
can have little to hope, either from your natural
disposition, your education, or even your recti-
tude. How many young men have joined the

VOL. 1. X
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army, inpressed with the neblest principles;
amd, from the very first steps of their career,
hiave rapidly fallen to disgrace and infanry!

Do not, 1 conjure yon, my son, confound
that condescension and modesty which is one
of the greatest attractions. of society, and which
is always followed by the’ esteem.of the wise
and the good,—do not, I entreat you, confound
this amiable spirit, with the servile and fatal
compliance which is ready, on every occasion,
to sacrifice and renounce its own principles, and
to adopt the vices of those whose chief wish is to
procure accomplices in that libertinism by which
alone they are rendered conspicuous. Be firm
against such wretched examples; to snares like
these oppose a vigorous resolution; and believe
me, you will by these means compel the most
headstrong, and those who are most anxious for
bringing you over to their party, to envy the
wisdom and discretion that preserve you.

TRUE glory is acquired by serving the cause
af our country, in which we are engaged, by
every honourable means in our power, even
though they should be such as may at first ap-
pear to hurt our private feelings.—General Bur-
goyne was posted in Portugal, with a body
of six thousand DBritish and some Portuguese
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troops, on the banks of the Tagus, to dispute
the passage of that river with the whole Spanish
‘army. The count De Lippe, generalissimo of
all the forces and auxiliaries of Portugal, found
it of so much importance to throw every possible
obstacle in the way of the enemy, that he sent
orders to Burgoyne to defend the pass to the
last man. If, however, he found it impossible
to withstand the Spaniards, he was to abandon
to them his camp, his artilior_v, and provisions,
except as much of the latter ds his men could
carry at their backs, and retreat as slowly as he
could to the mountains on his left, whence he
was to join the main army in small detachments.
The count accompanied the order with these
words: “ I know to how severe a trial I expose
the feelings of a gallant officer, when I order him
to abandon his camp to the enemy; but the na-
ture of the service requires such a sacrifice. Do
vou execute the orders: I will take the measure
on myself ; and justify you in the sight of the
world.”
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