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SENT April 26, 1934

TO Embassies in U.S., Great Britain, China, Manchukuo,
Peiping; Consulates (-General) at Tsingtao, Nanking,

Foochow, Amoy, Canton, Tientsin, Tsinan, Hongkong,
Hankowe |

FROM s FOREIGN MINISTER HIROTA

SUBJECTs Hirota-Lindley Conversation on April 25 concerning

Problem of Informal Statement
Circular No. 460 (Simplified Code )
le Ambassador Lindley called on the 25th and read tele-

graphic instructions from his home Government, the substance

of which follows:

(a) It is presumed that the source of the recent state=

ment 1is authoritative, and its nature is such that Great

Britain is unable to-ignore it,

(b) The Nine-Power Treaty stipulates the equality of
rights of the various signatory Powers. Great Britain must
insist on these common rights being respected, although it
recognizes exceptions where the rights of - the signatory
Powars are restricted by spocial agreements such as, for

instance, a consortium agresment, or as regards those re-

cognized by the signatory Powcrs as being spccial rights of

Japan.

(¢) Insofar as the statoment in question is motivated

by the concern over China's integrity and peace, it concurs

with the aim of Eritain's policicse However, if it is assumed

that Japan alone 1is entitled to decide what mecasuros are
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pre judicial, Groat Britain must take exceptione Under

Articlos I and VII of the Nino-Powor Troaty, Japan has the

right to invite attention to the measures of the other

signatory PoweCrs which she considers injurious to her

socurityes In view of the fact that this right guaranteccs

Japan's security, 1% is presumed that the statement 1in

qucstion docs not purport to rcpud iate the common richts of

the Powers with respect to China or that Japan hersclf

scoks to violate hor trcaty obligationse.

(d) Replving to questions in Parliament, r

Secrotary Simon stanted that "it appears that the statement

in question was madec duc to t he apprchension that csertaln

activitics of the Powers 1in China are injurious to peace

or to China's

or to Sino=Japanese reclations

in the Orient

sceourity, but there is no reason for such apprehension to

c as far as Britain's olicies are concerncaq . Britain »
p -

aris

is, as a matter of fact, avoiding injurious mceasurcs such

ns montioncd." Since 1% is expected that similar questions

will be made during the week, the British Government wishes

to make inquiries of tho Japanese Government concerning t he

<tatomont in question in tTho most fricndly spirite.

o Thc Ambassador summarized the main points of the

above instructions as be ings (1) notwithstanding the fact

that Japan, undcr tho Nine =Powor Troaty (Articles I and VIiT),

possosses ThC right to invite the rttontion to measures taken

¢
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by other signatory Powors which she considers injurious to
neace in the Orient and 'to China's integrity, why should she

find it necessary to lissue a statomecnt of this naturo? (2)

if Japan s¢ e the sole judge as to what constitute

injurious msasures, s+ would be tantamount to be claiming

somothinz over and above tho equal rights of the Nine -PowG r

Ho added that .the British Government arc not by

any means blamlng Japan for violations of tho said Treatye

3., Accordingly, after stating that I shall reply to his

ovortures if I find 1 -cassary to do so after due study and

oxplaining to him that the statcmont in question was not 1n

any way an officinl statcment in the same way as I had dono

+o Grcw as poer ny circular telegram NOe 459, I requested

clarification on two or threc points in his inquiries in the

following manners:

L -y

(a) Firstly 1 tatod thats 1 dceply appraciatao Toreign

uﬂ

Scerctary Simon's «+tntement in Parliament that your Government

will not tnko any measures which are injurious to pcacc 1n

the Orisent and %O China's intopgrity; howcver, Japan hos

hithsrto strictly adhcred ©o t he Nine=Powor Troaty and has

never violatcd she has rencatedly given assurances sinco

of Nat4ions confcrcocncc +that ghe docs not intend to

thet at this time othor nations

it difficult to
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Treaty and what points of that treaty havo
To this, Ambassador Lindloy ~nswered that,

«tntement of tTho 17th has crcated tho improssion
was claiming richts 1n China over and above the rights which
uynder the Nino-FPower

« in common with the Powers

she possesSsSEH

for the jud zeshilp 258 to

pecially her clalm

policies of the Powcre Are injurious TO

interrity 1s 2 problecme

L

conscience of tho

that,
conspirators is the most to claim~-
ing ripghts under the Ninc-FPower Trcaty over the common rights
of the signatory Powers, it cannov be thought of SO longs 0S8
bascador Lindley nodded

that treaty is not denounced , Am

qrroﬁment.

statcd thats

Bqual Opportunity and

and

bona =f ide commcrcial activitics

the situntion is such that she

with China, but

docs not enjoy

still continuing voyeott by China,

+to insis® on the obscrvrnance of

the
Tqual Opportunity; with respect ©TO invest-
in China, China is neglecting the loan consortium,

which still cxists, in viow of the prescnt nolitical situar-
t!l.on i.n Chinﬂ, inV”JStmGntS -'Ln China \’J'.lll nOEj Only nlcan nlor.ﬁg:"r
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thrown away, as Foreign Secretary Groy once said, but will
~ive rise to harmful results for China (the Ambassador added

tlint Britain will on no account invest in China ); further-

more, while it appoars that of late porsohs claiﬁiné %oh
reprosent the League (of Nations) or under the pretext of
doing business arc pouring into China and arec busily engaged
in activities from various ulterior motives, Japan naturally
cannot vicw such activities with indifference, and moreover

in view of the geographical relations betwoen China‘and Japan,

is it not logical for Japan, a neighbor, to feel freater

concern if a fire breaks out in China than those farther away?

(¢) Ambassador Lindley stnted that he understood from
my explanations the general situation and said he would
tclepgraph accordingly to his Government immediately,

I tcld him informally that although I felt that I had
in concral answered fully tho various points of his overtures,

shall reply further if, after careful consideration, there

shovld be points on which such is considered necessarye

By the Embassy at London to all Embassies and
Lecgations in Europe and to Genovaj

By tho Embassy at Washington to New York,
Chicago, San Francisco, Canada, Cuba, Mexico

and Brazil;

By the Embassy at Brazil to all Ministers 1n
South America.
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