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Lconomic Summary

Report for April, 1951 Prepared by: C, Gottschalk
35«13 DAC

1. Natural Resources
a., Princinal government offices contacted were:

Vice-Governor for Natural Resources

Prefectural Economics Department

Prefectural Farmland Department

Prefectural Forestry Department

Prefectural Fisherles Department

Prefectural Civil Engineering Department

Ishikarl, Sorachli, Kamlkawa, Shiribeshi, lburil,
Tokachl, Kushirokoku, Abashiril Sub=prefectural
Of'fices

Coal Mining and Metal Mining Departments, Sapporo
ITI Bureau

b. There is a growing appraciation of the benefits ToO
be expected from the amalgamatlion of the Agricultural Land Commils-
,‘ sion, Agricultural Ad justment Conmittee and the Agricultural Im-
¢ provement Committ:ae,

c. Most associations are initiating programs to imnrove
their capitalization ratio; few of them are considering reducing
the excess number of emnloyees and securing improved individual

efficlency.

d, The reglstratlion of liquidation of all but 21 Nogyokal
was complaeted as of 30 April, The remaining assoclatlons are eX-
pected to finish the registration of liquidation by the and of May,
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e, There is a general lack of understanding of the full
scope of the extension program, including relative imoortance of
the various activities, and organization of efforts to fully uti- |
1ize available agencies such as community Agricultural Improvement g
Committees and the buraku Agricultural Praczices Committees, Thils L
results in continual demands for morz ag:ants to give guldance tTo

b more individual farmers. A member of this headquarters attended
4 two conferances of sub-prefectural agents,
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} f. Very few male extenslion agents actively promote the
E home improvement program, Vomen frequently comment that thelr
husbands do not allow them time from hom2 duties to attand maatings.
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8. AMembers of rural youth organizations are nnstly oldaer

boys, though attampts ar2 being nadz t> intoerast girls and ynunger
‘ boys in the activities. Agents, for the most part, still do nnt
| understand and follow tha gulding principles of organizatinn and
| operation of clubs, though sor2 progress is beconing apparent.
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N. Jlburl Sub-prafacturs has developad plans for esnstruetion

of housas which will be stronger and warmer, using porous volecanic
ash concrete blocks which homesteaders can maks thaemselves at a

i : cost well within tha building subsidy. Attention is baing 7ivan tn

providing entartainmant »nd social 2ducatinn to residents f re-
clamatlion areas.

1. Inadequate enld storagz and transportation facilities
continue to b2 sarious problems of thea fishing industry. The

racant
allocation of countaerpart funds for colid storage plants will alle-
viata the shnrtage.
J. The herring catch is progressing satisfactor ily, and
1s expactad to surpass last y2ar's pnor catch.

K. Fisherizs cooperativas aro

xpariancing difficulties
due to insufficient capitalization.

An atterppt will b2 made to
improva thair financial instability thr ugh a flva-year plan, and
3 should be succaessful unlass catchas fall far balow nornal .,

l. Improvad forast managsmant prograns ars b ginning tn
b b2 davalopad in som2 arzas. Hokkaido has baan ra2lying too rmuch »n
y outslde sourcas of s22dlings instzad ~°

daveloping nursarics.
2. Dilstribution and Industry

= a., Principal agancias and offices contactad wara:
i

g SapporH Regional Zeonomic Burzau

¢ Asanlgawa Local Econonic Invastigati-n Burzau
Prafactural Food Sactinn

Prafectural Roads Section

Sapporo Intarnational Trade and Industry Buraau

sapporo Branch, Public Utilitias Cormissinn

Kamikawa and Shiribeshi Sub-prafaectural Offices

nsahlgawa City Office and Charbar »f Corriarce

. The Ragional Economic Bur2au did not hnld any Coordi-
nation Coprittae maatings in April, dues to a chang: of Dirasctor and

tha extendad visit of th: Invastigatison and Inspaction Dapartment )
Chiafs to Tokyo.

¢, 1The REB held me2tings with rasponsibl: parsonnel of |
the local EIB's on programs covering cotton yarn, stapls food dis- '

tribution, and possassion of Occumation Forea currancy and propaerty.

weononmice Consulta-
slight dacrzaase »r halt in the
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d. Th2 REB raported fewv callars at tho
tion O0ffices, and attribut: this to =
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incerease of pricas of daily nacessitiles, Thay consider that pub-
licity has bzan sufficient to make ths ganaral public aware of tha
axistence of thase offilcaes.,

s. Road ropair operations began as soon as the snow maltad,
Emphasis was plac2ad on th2 roads from Sapporo to Otaru and Chitose.

f. Unusually cold w2ather during the szcond wazk of April
upsat the plan for 2l2ctric powar ganeration, In anticipation of
increasad ganaration from stream flov hydro-2lactric plants, thermal
power plants wers shut down for ovarhaul, and tho laval of tha Uryu
Rasarvoir was allowad to droo to almost nothing, From Aprlil l4th
to 18th, it bscame nacassary to rocquest voluntary raductions 1n
power consumption by largs consumars until some thermal plants could
be put back into oparation, Froquency dropved to 48,2 cycles at one
tim2. From tha 19th, warmer we2ather brought increased stream flow,
and usa again bacame unrastricted,

3, Ra2parations
a, Princinal agencizs and individuals contact @ wara:
Hokkaido Finance Bur2au
Hokkaido Maritim2 Bur:au
Sapnoro Intarnational Trnd2 and Industry Bur:zau
Liaison Section, Hokkaido Prafactural Offilco
Custodian of zach installation visited,

b. Raparations facilitizs inspact2d were 12=-5, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 19 and 26.
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a, Principal agencies and offlces contact d were:
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. Hokkaido Labor Standards Burz2au

Prafectural Labor Policy Sectilon

Prafactural Labor Education S=2ctlon

Prafactural Public Emplovmant Sacurity Sectlon
Asahigawa, Iwamizawa, Takikava, Obihiro, and Sapporo
Labor “ollcy Offices,
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b. Union and managzmant grouns wore visited at Asahlgawa,

Iwamizawa, Takikawa, Obihiro, Sapporo, <“batsu, Sunagava, Ashibatsu,
4 and Bibai. A m2eting of thz Hokkaido Managem2nt Associantion was |
? attended, {

c. A survay by th2 Asahigawa Labor Standards Offic2 on
l1abor accident insurance for the flscal yaar anding 31 March shows
3,883 casas, or twicz as many as for the pravious filscal year.,
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d. Hokkaido m2tal min2 workars involved in th2 national
strike total 2,700, On 27 April, 1,934 workers of thae Basshl Kogyo
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riod walk-out at the company's Hokkaldo

K.K. startad an indafinite pe W
mines, Yoichi, Kitami, Kienitomi and Konomai, On 28 April, 700 work-

saps at tha thr22 minas of the Talhel Kogyo K.K, struck, Approximate-
ly 2,000 workars at 14 smallaer minaes ars expected to Jjoin the strike

SOOI,

3 I.abor Policy Offices observad Vomens Waak by holding

- .

47 lactures and discusslons on women's problems, Attandance was
4 ,850 woman,

f. A 4B-hour strike scheduled Dby workars at Japan Steal,
Muroran, was called off when management and the union agresd to
continuz collactive bargaining under conditions draftad by th2 come-

pany .

g, Four n2ow memb2rs ware appointed by tha Govarnor tTO the

Hokkaido Labor Ralations Commissilons, raplacing men who had resignad,
Tha navw membaers ware racommended by thae Prafactural Labor Dapartment

and the All-Hokkaido Labor Unilon Council.

h. At the racommandation of tha local IRC, a saven-day
1 ock-out at the Nisso-Tashio Coal Min2 was called off and a n2w wage

agraeament was raachad,

{. Rafusing to await thz return of thse Prasidant of thoa

Takikawa Chamical Company from Tokyo, th:e union staged a 24-nour
strike. Thas prasident was in Tokyo striving to work out a financial

agreament,
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