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sworn Deposition (LrLasibulul

Depornent: KORAYASHET, Selzo

th as on attached sheet

vayving first duly sworn an Oad

and in accordance with the rrocedure followed in my country

T hereby derose as follows.,

1.  Prigr to my retirement 1n November 1945. Ty Seizo

KORAYASHI, held the followlng positions: Navy Vice Mirnister;
Commander-in-Chief of the Co—oined Fleet; Fvnls Admiral in

; 1633 (%the Rth Vear of showa); placed on the reserve 1ict

arch 1936 (the 1llth vear of Showa); appoirted Governor=

142
he same yezar and retired

siwar in September ot &

~eneral of T

ithout partfolio from

in November 1940; and State Minlster W

December 1944 to Merch 1945,
g PO S - cresent st the fereva Naval Disarmament

jef attendant from the Navy with

’ conference of 1927 as a Ch
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the Japanese jelegation and Mr. KAYA was with us as al
sttendant from the Finance Ministry. Ir the couvrse of nis
duties in this ~onnection Mr., KAYA worded out many figures

to demonstrate how, when the disarmament treaty is concluded,
our rnaval expenditures necassary in bullding and maintaining
rattleships would be cut down; and how the anticipated
increase of our naval expenditures could be prevented.

nis purpose in sc dolng was to encourage the vapanese

delegation to reach an @ reement on Naval limitations; he

T

made clear to them how effective and important tne conclusion
of the treaty was for the lightening of the burden cf the
treasury and the people and enthusiastically pleaded with tac

ielegation and attendants for the necessity of bringing the

2. I served as Chiel gt +re Nrv-1 Affairs Bureau al
the Navy Ministry trom Decemper 1923 to March 19274 2as
chief, K~val Technical Dept. tfrom Febrvary 1929 to June

19303 ard as Vice Nnvy Mipister from June 1930 to Novemuer

=

1931. During this time, when necessary T negotiazted pers
sonally with the Firn=arnce Ministry officials concernec,

Mr. KAYA was glving most careful attention and study. During
this period to the War snd Navy budgets and was exerting
avery effort to cut them or check their increase as far as

possible.

")




Def. Doc. # 2118

4. Halling from the same province as myself, Mr. KAYA
had been an intimate friend of mine. 1Ir May, 1928, I, who
was then the Governor-General of Formesa, came to Tokyo and
called on Mr., KAYA, the then Finance Minister, at his official
residence. to talk with him on the budget for the Govern-
ment-General of Formosa.,

After having carefully listened to my explanation on
the budget scheme, he said to me in a serious tons that he
understood my poirt put as he was going to resign his post
as Flnance iinister that day he would transfer my business
to his successor,

It wns guite a revelation to me. So I asked him the
reason, He nansvwered in substance that when last summer the
so-called China Incident troke out at Lukouchiao the Govern-
ment promptly decided upon 2 pollicy of "“mon-expansion and
settlemert of the incident on the spot."

Ir coepliance vith this Government rolicy, he said,
ne endeavored to minimize the military appropriztions for
the incident, 2nd had taken only temporary, emergency measures
In the matter of source of revenues to cover those appropria-
tions. But contrary to their wishes, the incidert spread
wider and wider with the consequent increase in the military
appropriatiors which the present temporizing revenue measure

was incapable of meeting. Tt would become inevitable to
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impose a heavy burden upon the people. The thought, he sald,

ras unbearable to him.

(n

pread there seemed to grow
i

Moreover, as the incident
' “rhar of iemsticfarl 10!
in the irfluencial cirele an atmosrhere of dissatliLiactlol
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E. On 15 DOctober 1941 the TOJO C=
-nd Mr. KAYA was appointed Firance Minister. On the day
following his aprointment he came to tnlk to me. Since

the Japanese-American proklem had Dbecome the sublect of much
discussion T inquired of Mr. KAYA, ir the course ol this
conversation, how he came to enter the TOJO Catinet. 1In
reply thera-to he stated: "If the TOJY Cabinet 15 ‘ali=put
far war of course, I would not have accepted 3 sezt ir 1T,
Sirce thaet was a matter of utmost concern for me, vhen

T was 2sked to joir his Cabinet the first thing T queztioned
him was about this, HYe arswered thnt the i',5,-Japarese

\ 3 ” & | i s 1% Y 2
recotisztions would be contirued and thet he W&s TEEOLV
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I, Kobayeshi, Yoshio, heYreuy certily that Tae 2u0OVE

gtatenent was sworn by tine be.onent, Wiy 2i1Tised Lis signaiure

and seal thereto in the JreschncCe of Lils wlliless.

Jn tnhe LHae ua b

U same place

witness: (signeq) }':uamiu, 1 SUIruo | Sced )

Wlip ki

In accordance w1t my consclence I sweur to tell the
U

whole truth withhoding 2CUHLHe and adding notning.

L0k, yasnl, oeizo (scal)
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