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INTERNATIONAL IROSLCUTION SECTION

Doc. No., 4004 23 ulay 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRITTION OF .TT~CHED DOCULENT. |

Title and Nature: Top oecret Note on Conference of
Reichs.linister for Foreign affairs and OSHIidx .,
e ————— “

Date: 11 Dec 1942 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: Germe

Has it been trenslated? Yes (x) No ( )
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGINsL: ILT (Nurnberg), Office Chief of Couns:
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: ILIT

JERSONS LML LICAT&ED: OSHIMA

CRIIES TO .HICE DUCULENT .PPLIC.BLE: Conspiracy; «zzression
SUITLaRY OF RELEV.NT DOINTS (with page references) :

l. ROITTEL hes order to continue fi hting in ~frica and
Stop a further knglish advance westward (p 2).

2. Roumenian allies of axis blamed partly for Russian
break through and encirclement of Stalingrad (p 3).

3. TFortificutions froua Norway to Spanish border to
prevent enemy landings, any atteupts of the eneuwy to land
on the Iberian Peninsula, Italy or Greece, are ziven special
attention (o 4).

4. Confidential information thet 7 million foreign
workers work for Germany's war production (p 5).

>« Geraany in position to remain aggressive, be it in
Russia or in africa. England, of course, re.ains final
objective of agzression. (p 5).

6. Geraeny, Italy and Japan united in « solid "Cow-
munity of Fate" (Schicksalsgeweirschaft). (p 7)
| 7. Operational pluans of Tokyo are of zreat interest
to German war leadersnip. .iost effective aelp to ease the
Gsrmen burden of battle, .iore iuportant than an attack on
Russia, would be a sudden Japznese attack in the Indian
Ocean (pp 7-8). :

/4.N,: Nurnberg Doc. No. 3783-25/

«+nalyst: C, .,J.lnelps Doc. No. 4004
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OTFICe OF Uy S. CHIEF OF COUNGEL
I’'OR THE PROSEHCU1ION CF AJIS CRININALITY
DOCUMEWTAITION DIVISION

19 ¥arch 1948 ) W
it

STAFW EVIDINCE ANALYSIS &

Doce No. 3783=PS

5',
DESCRIPTION OF ATTACFED DOCUMENT (under following hesadings): b
¥
Title and Nature: Photogtetic cupy of top soeret note cn the confer-
) ence of the Reichs Ministor for Foreign Arfairs with “mbassador Cshima
: at Berlin re Military and Folitical situation (note not complate,
eading and signature missing).
Date: 1l Dzcember 19:2. Copy X. Languaze: Gerran g
n LOCATION OF BRISINAL (a.so WIT'%SS if applicable) as of 19 HMa~ch 1946+ .
- COPY IV OCZ FILES, NURNEERG
: SOURCT OF OR1”TNAL: Marbirg Document Cunter g
1 PEPSO™S ND ORGY.TIZ.TICNS IMPLICATED: _
PIRRENTROP, GCERING, KEITRL
| .
REFERENCES TO INDIX HEADINGS (key to pars nose. of summacy bolow)s _
| | AGGRESSITE AR, STATEMENTS AND PLANS,
{ * I'EICH GOVSRIMEYNT AGENCIES. FO™CT LAROR., OKW.

NRCZS3. MY PROCESSING TO PUT I¥ EVILENTIARY FO™M: IEADS: OSHIMA
| SUMARY OF REL™WI'T POINTS (with prge roferernces):

ls kommcl las order to continue fighting in Afriea and stop a
further Erlish advarcc westward (p 2).

o 2. Roumarian allies >f /xis blumed par®ly for Russian break through
| and envircl.ment of Stalingrad (p 3).

3 3 Fortiricavions fiom Norway to the Spanish tourder to prevent cneriv
[ g. landinrgs. Any attuapls of the enemy to land on the Iberiin Paninsule, Italy
| or Grozeo, are givin spacial atvencion (p +),

i %+ Conufidencie. informnation thet 7 nillion Foreign wo kcrs work for
| Gsrmepny s var produccinu (p §).

9., Germany in puaition‘to rema-naggrossive, be it in Russia or in
- Africe. England, oI course, remains finul objective of aggressim." {Page 5),

6. Germany. Italy ard Japan united in & solil "Community of Mate"
(Schicksalsgumeir schuft). (Tage 7).

> B -1, Operational plang of Tokyo ire of great interast to the German war

E B lcadership, Most offective help to suse the Gormun bupcder of bettls, more im- ‘

| - poccant thaa an attuck nn Russic, woul? te u sudacn Jepenese attwsk in tho g
Irdiew Ocean (pn 7-8),
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO, 3783-P8
OFFICE OF U.8. CHIEF OF COUNSEL

Top Seeret.
Notes of the discussion between the Reich Forelgn Minlster
and Ambassador Oshima in Berlin on 11 December 1942,

--“-‘-_----‘_-_--_'.----------H-- ppnn—pees—— R Rl il — -

The Reich Foreign Minister greeted the Ambassador by
expressing his Joy at being able %o congratulate him, on the
anniversary of the Joint declaration of war of the Tripartite
Pact Powers against the Americans and the English, on the mighty
successes Japan had obtained up to the present, Ambassador
Oshima replied in the same form to the congratulations of the
Reich Foreign Minister and expressed the assurance that after
further mighty war successes, Germany, Japan and Italy will
gain the victory.

Pagsing to the discussion of the present military situation,
the Reich Foreign Minister then told the Ambassador that sinee

their last meeting some important events had occurred, First:

Without doubt, the English had gelined a tactical success 1n
North Africa, due to the fact that they had been able to mass

their air force at E1 Alamein, thus achleving superiority 1in the
air. Moreover, some of our mos?b 1mportént traneports had un- 1
fortunately been torpedoed, in particular several tankers, which
would have been absolutely necessary for our tanks. Thus, on the
one hend we had suffered some material losses, but on the other
hand the casualties were, fortunately, quite low, Rommel had
succeeded in assembling again in new positions the larger part
of his armored army. The greatest difficulty for us was Just
that we had to supply an army with everything by sea, wilthout
having secure mastery of the sea. Nevertheless Rommel had orders

to carry on the fight and to prevent a further English advance

toward the west.
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO, 37%3-P8
cont.

Now, simultaneously with the attack against Rommel, the
Anglo-American landing in French North Africa had taken place,
The solution of this question also depended exclusively upon the
possibility of securing the forwarding of supplies to our troops.
But everything was being done to this end, and even Reich Marshsal
Goering was in Italy Jjust recently in order to intervene personally.
In this instance it is to our advantage that the sea route between
Sicily and Tunis is so much shorter than the route hitherto
utilized for the forwarding of suppllies for Rommel. Although a
multitude of small vessels, torpedo boats, patrol vessels, speed
boats, etc., as well as a strong alr force agalnst the hostile
bombers and torpedo planes, which proved to be particularly
dangerous and effective, were necessary 1ln order to secure thls |
sea route, we nevertheless were of the firm conviction that the i

supply problem would be solved to our advantage.

-
L

Second: About the battle of Stalingrad the Reich Foreign N

Minister stated that to our misfortune -~and without trying hereby
to lay the blame solely upon the Rumanlans- a penetration had
unfortunately occurred in the lines of our Rumanian allies, as the

Ambasgsador knew, But German divisions had immediately been put

into action at the point of penetration and had prevented a rurther.'fT

Rugsian advance, Our troops encircled in B8talingrad 1tself were
resisting spendidly, and i1t would be posslble to reeatabllbh the
former lines. Besides, the fighting and drliving force of the
Rugsians was by no means as strong as we had assumed.

In the center the Rugsians had also tried to carry forward
heavy attacks everywhere, but they d4id not succeed in breaking

through at any point. Although the further Russian plans of attack
could, of course, not be visuallized yet, the definite impression

already prevalled that, owing to the extremly heavy losses which
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(eont,)
the Ruesians had already had to suffer Just here in the central '¥i
sector, thelr operations in thie sector could almost be considered

a8 having falled already. One could of course not predict when
Russla's final collapse would occur, but it was certain that it }
would occur. If the Russians ~-as had already happened- sent into
actlon a battalion composed only of soldiers previously wounded
and in other places untrained units from inner Asla formed partly
of very young, partly of old age classes, these are serious
symptoms of her weakness. The Finnish President Ryti was perfectly
right when he pointed out that Russia collapsed in the World War

after two and a half years, whereas the present war against the
Bolshevists had lasted only five quarter vears. In any case, we B |
were already in a position to withdraw many units of our Luftwaffe
from the Russian front and to commit them on other fronts. The
Russian was weakening from month to month, and our forces in the

BEast were legs tied up.

Third: Qur military position in the West is such that we
constantly improved our. defenses from Norway down to the Spanish
frontier, so that a landing by the enemy powers was made more

and more difficult. One rust take into consideration that we now

had over 50 divisions in the West, while in 1940 with only

60 to 70 divisions we beat some 170 eneny divisions. How much
easier would it be for us at present, then, to repel any landing
corps,

Of course any attempts by our enemies To land, be it on the

- —

Iberian peninsula, be it on Italian 8oll or in Greece, would

receive our speclal attention, We were prepared for them and well

armed against them.

Our confidence in final victory vaé further strengthened by
the news we recelved from England and America, according to which
the food -1tuation‘1n England was éxceptlionally bad and was sti11
deteriorating. Churchill was ruling by force, ruthlessly
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO, 3783-PS
(cont.)

suppressing any expression of eriticism or peeslmism. On the
other hand, the bluff of American armament figures could not
shake us. One should not be influenced in any way by this
{1lusion of mere figures (Zahlenwahn). If our sinkings should
continue on the scale which they have now attained, this alone

would compel our enemies to sue for peace. It was least possible,

however, to carry out a decisive enemy landing on European soll.
Furthermore, Germany's war producticn had been firmly assured,
thanks to the successful organization of all avallable manpower,
He could inform the Ambassador confidentially that at present

7 million foreign workers were employed in German war productlon
in Germany. Thus we were still in a position,in any case, to
remain on the offensive, be it in Russla or in Africa. Our final
goal was still, of course, the attack on England. Concerning the
moment when this oouid take place, it could be only sald that

if i1t should be possible to withdraw conslderable forces from
Russia, such an attack could become acute very qulickly.

Coming to the general political situatlon, the Relch
Foreign linister deélared that the Americans were obviously
pursuing the strategy of destroying Germany and Italy first and
then eliminating Japan. Thus they were now fighting a delaylng
action against Japan in the Solomon Ielands, having transferred
their main effort to North Africa in order from there to attack
the Axis at its weakest point, Italy. Of course the alr ralds
were hard and horrible for the civilian population. We were
trying to bring aid to the Italians by the delivery of flak and
other defense materiel. If the enemy powers belleved, however,
that they could achieve anything by thelr propaganda of separate
peace with Italy, they might be lietened to by this or that
neutral. Itsly herself, however, partiocularly Fascist Italy,
which the Duce bad firmly in hand, could not be influenced by
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P, 6 propaganda or by terror raids, and the reaction of the masses 1is

S only more 1nten§e hatred of the enemy. All propaganda about the
mighty successes supposedly attained by the Allles so far was Just
as foolish, since our enemies had not 1in fact had any real
successes against the Tripartite powers so far. Forcing Rommel

back from the Egyptian frontier was only a tactical and in no way

a decisive success. The landing of the Americans in North Africa

tock place without fight, as the French did not defend themselves
at all. On the other hand, wherever the Americans and the English
- had to fight the armed forces of the Axls in a real battle, be 1%

in the Philippines or in France, they were miserably beaten.

(following passage crossed out in the original?)
Al (Even if some intellectual circles on our side unfortunately let
B P. 7 | themselves be influenced by such propaganda theses, 1t wae the
truth that hitherto, aside from the bombing of the civlillian
population, our opponents had had no success at all yet.)
Ag sald before, it was the strateglc plan of our enemies to

fight a delaying action against the Japanese and to direct thelr

strongest attack first against Italy. Russia, on the other hand,
was to pind and consume the German forces aeg long as possible,
whereby the Anglo-~Americans wanted to husband thelé own forces as
long as possible. lMoreover, they intended to split up the Axls

forces by creating as many theaters of war as possible. In this

way they hoped to force Italy and Germany to thelr knees, and then
to make a concentric attack on Japan with a united sea force, at

the same time sending American air wings to Russia,

Germany, Italy, and Japan were now strongly united in a

common fate, and Japan could rely absolutely on Germany and her

power to resist. Our enemies made a great mistake i1f they thought

they can wear out our Wehrmacht in Russia and decisively break our
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(cont. )

national strengh there, In this the opponents would not and could
not succeed, as he had stated before.

For the German strategy 1t would now be of great interest to
find out what Tokyo's further operational plans were and in what
way Japan could relieve Germany which
(following passage crossed out in the original: after Japan had
succeeded in driving the English and Americans out of their
positions in East Asia,)
had to carry the main burden of the struggle. It is regrettable
that liadagascar could not be occupied this spring, since this
would have been a great handlcap to the English genersels in
Egypt in gétting supplies and reinforcements. Yet, in our opinion
the most important thing and the most declsive factor for the
further course of the w&ﬁ/%hat Japan should advance in the Indian
Ocean. This was more important than an attack on Russia, in our

opinion, and as the Fuehrer had again emphasized only recently.
Although it was naturally very hard for us when the Russians drew

more and more new divieione from Sibiria to be used in Stalingrad,

still, in the last analysis, the most effective relief for us
would be a Japanese advance in the Indian Ocean.

Ambagsador Oshima replied that the program for the transfer

of the fleet to the West had already been decided on last June and

the time had been set for October. Unfortunately, the Americans
had started thelir attack on the Solomon Isglands and New Guinea
then, so that removal of the Fleet to the West had been postpored
to the end of October or the beginning of November., Tokyo had
agssumed that the Americans would first withdraw thelr fleet for
rest and repalrs, and then attack again. This wsas not the case,

however; the Americans immediately...

I, VIRGINIA VON SCHON X o466 318, hereby certify that I am
thoroughly conversant with the English and German languages;

and that the above is a true and correct translation of Document
NO ™ 3783-P8

VIRGINIA VON SCHON

25 April 1956 o46 318
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IT1I, (Photostetic cy in Doc. Rn.)
AFFITATVIT

I, GERARD SCHAEFER, being first duly sworn on oath, deposc 2nd say:

l. Thet I am Chiof of the Documentetion Division of the Office of tho
Uhited.Stﬁtes Chief of Counscl, Nurnberg, Germany, and as such have POS.-~

session, custody And control of true and cccurzteo photostatic copics of =

certeln originel captured enemy documsnt., That s id photostatic copigs
\

h=ve been numbered . 3783-PS by €3:id Documentation Divieion.

. Th2t said above relarred.to original document was ceptured =nd
obtained by militery forces undsr the comnand of the Supreme Commander,

allied Expeditionary Forces, from the German Foreign Office Files and Archives,

3. Thet spid original captured encmy document efter its scizurc wes

retained by the Unitcd Stetes army Document Center at Marburg, Germany,

aqd.such.above mentioned photostatic copics were delivercd to, filed, nua .
bered and processed by the Document~tic: Division of s=2id Cfrice of the
United Stetes Chicf of Counsel et Nurnberg, Germeny, in the menner sot
forth and described in detail by me in & cert=in affidavit med- by me And
dated the 15th of April 1946 caption-d, "Affidsvit Concerning the Cepture,
Processing #nd Presorvetion of German Documente®, and which seid effidsvit
I hereby verify, ratify and affirm erd mrke a part of the herein Aaffidevit

by referqnce,

4, Thet the documert to whiich t-is affidevit is 2ttzched is 2 true

and correct photostatic copy of said ori~inal capturad cnemy docwient ebove

referred to.

O. That s=id above referrcd to original ceptured enemy document
1s, to the best of my kmowldd. s and belief, being held and reteined by
the United States army Document Cent.p Sub~Scetion in charge of captured
Germen foreign office papcers and now located in Berlin, Gﬂrmapy, for in-
spection by various authorized agencics, and that a photostatic copy of
8ald original is hercby furnished ar. certified to because of the un-

availability of said originel document for the reasons above set forth.

rard Schaefer

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO befors me this 16th dey of April -+ 1946,

Jbau W. Au&iluc_QoM

John W. Auchincloss
0=2052152
&pt °9 JAGD,
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INTERNATIONAL IROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 4004 23 ulay 1946
aNALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ~TT~CHED DOCULENT.

Title and Nature: Top oecret nNote on Conference of
Reichs.iinister for Foreign ~ffairs and OSHIuAa.

Date: 11 Dec 1942 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: Gerne

Has it been fpanslated?.  ‘Yes (x) -No.{))
Jas it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGIN.L: TIuT (Nurnberg), Office Chief of Counse
SOURCE OF ORIGINaL: INMT

SERSONS T LICATAD: osﬁmn

CRIMES TO .HICE DUCULENT ..PPLIC.aBLE: Coaspiracy; ~Zzression
SUITI4RY OF RELEV&NT DOINTS (with page references):

1. ROITEL has order to continue fighting in ~frica and
stop a further knglish advance westward (p 2).

2. Roumenian allies of ~xis blamed partly for Russian
break through and encirclement of Stalingrad (p 3).

3. Fortifications froa Norway to oSpanish border to
prevent enemy landings. any atteuapts of the eneuy to land
on the Iberian Peninsula, Italy or Greece, are given special
attention (o 4).

L. Conridential information thaet 7 million Toreign
workers work for Germany's war production (p 5).

5. Germany in position to remain aggressive, be it in
Russia or in africa. England, of course, re.dains final
objective of agzression. (p 5).

6. Geranany, Italy and Japan united in a solid "Cou-
junity of Fate" (Schicksalsgeumeirschaft). (p 7)

7. Operational plans of Tokyo are of great 1lnterest
to German war leadersnip. uost effective nelp to ease the
G=rmun burden of battle, .iore i.portant than an attack on
Russia, would be a sudden Japanese attack in the Indian

Ocean tpp 7-8) ..
/i.N,: Nurnberg Doc. No. 3783-25/

snalyst: C, .J.’helps Doc. No. 4004
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TRANSLATI
OFFICE 95_6 CHIEF OF COUNSTEL

F 4

Top Becret.
Notes of the discussion be*®®R the Reich Foreign Minister

L B L e — e o - WD - — oy ——

The Reieh Foreig Minister greeted the Ambassador by
expressing his joy4%' Peing able to congratulate him, on the
anniversary of *® Joint declaration of war of the Tripartite
Pact Powers »s81nst the Americans and the English, on the mighty
succepges /&pan had obtained up to the present, Ambassador
Oshima 7€plied in fhe same form to the congratulations of the
Reie2 Toreign Hinister and expressed the assurance that gftcr

rurther mighty war successes, Germany, Japan and Italy will

gain the victory.

Passing to the dilscussion of the present militari 8l tuation,
the Reioh Foreign Minister then told the Ambasgszador that since
thelr last meeting some important events had occurred, First:
Without doubt, the English had éained a tactical success in
North Africa, due to the fact that they had been able to mass
thelr alr force at El Alamein, thus achieving superiority in the
alr. Moreover, some dr'our most important transports had un-
fortunately been torpedoed, in partieular several tankers, which
would have been ahgolutely necessary for oué tanks, Thus, on the
one hand we had suffered some material losses, but Bn the other
hand the casualties were, fortunately, quite low. Rommel Jad
succeeded 1n assembling again in new positions the largfi‘ part
of his armored army. The greatest difficulty for'un'vm Just
that we had to supply an army with everything by a#; without
having secure mastery of the sea. Nevertheless Rré‘“’l had orderes

to carry on the fight and to prevent a rurthonﬁhgli'h advance

toward the west,
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(eont.)

Now, simultaneously with tbe attack against Ronmfl, the
Anglo-Ameriean landing in Freich North Afriea had taken place,
The solution of this questfon also depended exclusively upon the
possibility of seouring the forwarding of supplies to our troops,
But everything was betNg done %o this end, and even ‘Beioh Marshal
Goering was in ItalY Juat'rooantly in order to intervene personally,
In this 1n;tanﬁs13.1a to our advantage that the sea route between
S84c1ly and T«Rle 18 so much shorter than the route hitherto
utilized ©r the forwarding of supplies for Rommel, Although a
mul titp4e of small vessels, torpedo boats, pa£;01 vessels, speed
boa*, ©tc., as welllaa a strong ailr force against the hostile
pmbers and torpedo planes, which proved to be particularly
dangeroue and erfective,‘were necessary in order to secure thies
sea route, we nevertheless were.or the firm conviction that the,
supply problem would be solved to our édvantage.

SBecond: About the battle of Stalingrad the Reich Fdreign
Minister stated that to our misfortune -and without trying hereby
to lay the blame solely upon the Rumanians- a penetration had
unfortunately occurred in the lines of our Rumanian allies, as the
Ambassador knew, But German divisions had immediately been put
into action at the point of penetration and had prevented a further
Rugsian advance. Our troops encircled in Stalingrad itself were
resisting s@endidly, and 1t would be possible to reestablish the
former lines. Besides, the fighting and driving force of the
Russians was by no means as strong as we had assumed.

In the center the Russians had also tried to carry forward
haivy attacks everywhere, but they did not succeed in breaking
through at any point. Although the further Russian plans of attack

could, of eourse, not be visualized yet, the definite impression

already prevailed that, owing to the extremly heayy losses which
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(eont. )

the Russians had already had ¢ suffer Just here in the central
sector, their operations in this sector could almost be considered
ag having failed already. One could of course not prediet when

Rusnia's final collape’ Would occur, but it 'W&a certain that it
would occur. If the flussians -as had already happened- gent into
action a battalisn composed only of soldiers previously wounded
and in other ~aceés unirained units frem inner Asia formed partly

of very yov'8, Partly of old age classes, these are serious

aymptomsor her weakness. The Finnish President Ryti was perfectly
rlght*h’“ he pointed out that Russia collapsed in the World War
af~* WWo and a half years, whereas the present war against the

olsghevists had laated only five quarter years. In any case, we

were already in a position to withdraw many units of our Luftwaffe

from the Russian front and to commit them on other fronts. The
Russian waas weakening fréom month te month, and our forsces in thg
Eﬁat were_ less tied up.

Third: Our military position in the West 1s such that we
constantly improved our defenses from Norway down to the Bpanish
frontier, so that a landing by the enemy powers wis made more
and nore dlrflcﬁlt. Oﬁe rnust take into consideration th;t';n now
had over S0 divisions in the West, while in 1940 .with only
60 to 70 divigions we heat gome 180 enemy divisicne. Fow much
enaiop wouid 1t be for us at present, then, to repel any landing
corps.

Of course any attempts by our enemies to land, be it on the
Iberian peninsula, be it on Italian soil or in Gresce, would
receive our special attention, Ve wergiprepnred r;r-them and'woll
armed against then.

Our confidence in final victory was rﬁrther strengthened by
the news we received from iZngland and America, according to which
the food situation in England was éxceptionally bad and was stil}
deteriorating. Churchill was ruling by force, rathlessly
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cont.

suppressing any expression of criticlsm or pessimism, On the -
other hand, the bluff of American armament figures could not
gshake us, One should not be influenced 1in any way by this
11lusion of mere figures (Zahlenwahn). If our sinkingse should
continue on the scale #hich they have now attained, this alone
would compel our epémies to sue for peace. It was least possible,
however, to carr/ out a decisive enemy landing on EurOpeén soil,
Furthermore, #eérmany's war produetion had been firmly assured,
thanks to she successful organization of all avallable manpower,
He coul? inform the Ambassador confidentlally that at present
7'nn3110n foreign'torkers were employed in Ge;man war production
jr Germany. Thus we were still in a position,in any case, to
remain on the offensive, be 1t in Rusela or in Afriea, qu final
goal was still, of course, the attack on England. Conecerning the
moment when this could take place, it could be only sald that
if 1t should be possible to withdraw considerable forces from
Russia, such an attack could become acute very quickly,

Coming to the general politieal situation, the Relch
Forelgn Minister declared that the Americans were obviously

pursuilng the strategy of destroying Germany and Italy first and

then eliminating Japan.iThus they were now fighting a delaying
aetion against Japan in the Solomon Islands, having transferred
thelr mailn effort to North Afrieca in order from there to attack
the Axis at 1ts weakest point, Italy. Of course the alr raids
were hard and horrible for the eivilian population., We were
trying to bring ald to the Italians by the delivery of flak.and
other defense materiel. If the enemy powers believed, however,
that they could achieve anything by thelr propaganda of separate
peace with Italy, they might be listened to by thie or that
neutral. Italy herself, however, partiocularly Fascist Ifaly,
which the Duce had firmly in hand,ioquld not be influenced by

.
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P. 6 propaganda or by terror raids, and the reaction of the masres ig
e only more intense hatred of the enemy. All propaganda about the
might:; successes supposedly st3ained by the Allles so far was Just
as foolish, since our eneri®s had not in fact had any real
BUCCHBBe8 ggainct fho pipartite powere go far. Foreing Rommel
back from the Lgypti+h frontier was only a tactical and in no way
& decisive succeg’s 1he lunding'or the Americanes in North Africa
took place wiwoul Tight, as the French did not defend themgelves
at all. On =& Other hand, wherever the Americans and the English
had to rvht the armed forces of the Axis in a real battle, be it
i1n the £Rllippines or in France, they were migerably beaten.
(ro4O%Wing passage créssed out in the original:)
»ven 1f some intellectual circles on our eide unfortpnat?ly let
P T thenmselves be influenced by such propaganda theses, 1t wae the
truth that hitherto, aside from the bombing of the eivilian

population, our opponents haud had no success at all yet.)

As 8ald before, 1t wag the stravegioc plan of our enemies %o
fight a delaying action against the Japanese and to Adirsot their
sirongest attack first against Italy. Russia, on the other hand,
was to Bind and cénupme‘tha German forces ag iong as poseible,
whereby the Anglo-Americans wanted to husband their own forces ap
long a8 possible. ldoreover, they intended éo'aplit up the Axis
forces by creating as many theaters of war as possibie. In this
¥ay they hoped to force Italy and Germany to their kneea, and then
Yo make a concentric attack on Japan with a united sea

fofne, at
the same tinme sending American air wings td Russeis.

Germany, Italy, and Japan were now strongly united in a
common fate, and Japan eould rely abasolutely on Germany and her
power %0 resist. Our ernemies made a great mistake Af they thought

they can wear sut our Wehrmacht in Ruesia and decisively break our




Pe T national atrenéh there. In this the spponents would not and could

not succeed, as he had stated befsre.

for the German strategy 3’/ would now be of great interest to

P, 8 £4nd out what Tokyo's furtb”’ operational plans were and in what

way Japan could relleve germany which

’ (following passage cyrised out in the
ys& the English and Ameffeans out of thelr

original: after Japan had

aueceeded in drilv

positions in Ea/’ Asia, )

had to carry che main burden of the struggle. It 1s regrettable

that Madags8Car could not be occupied this spring, since this

would »Ve been a great handicap.to the Englfsh generals 1in
Eglpgin.gettlng supplies and reinforcements. Yet, in our opinion
spe most important thing and the most decislve raétor for the

further course of the war ?'that Japan should advance m the Indian
Ocean. This was more important than an attack on Russia, in our

opirion, and as the Fuehrer had again emphasized only recently.

Although 1t wae naturally very hard for us when the Russians drew
more and more new divieions from Bibiria to be used 1in Stalingrad,
etill, in the last analysils, the most effective rellef for us

would be a Japanese advance in the Indlan Ocean. \
|

Ambassador Oshima replied that the program for the transfer
of the fleet to the West had already been declded on last June and
the time had been set for October. Unfortunately, the Americans
had started their attack on the Solomon Islands and New Cuinea
then, so that removal of the Fleel To the Wegt had been postpored
to the end of Oetober or the beginning of November. Tokyo had
assumed that the Amerieans would first withdraw their fleet for

rest and repairs, and then attaock agalin. This was not the case,

however; the Americans immediately...

I, VIRGINIA VON SCHON X O46 318, hereby eertify thet I am
thoroughly csonversant with the English and German lenguages;

and that the above i1s a true and correct translation of Document ,

IO. 3783"?'-
. | VIRGINIA VON SCHON |
25 April 1946 X o6 318 ' 5‘
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ANALYSIS OF DOCULENTARY EVIDENCE
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Title and Nature: Top oecret Note on Conference of
Reichs:ainister for Foreign saffairs and OSHILIA.

-

Date: 11 Dec 1942 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: Germs

i Has it been trenslated? Yes (x) No ( )
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGI.IaL: IIT (Nurnberg), Office Chief of Counsec
SOURCE OF ORIGIN.L: IMT

DBRSONS LLLICATED: OSHIMA

CRIMES TO ..HICH DUCULLENT .°PLIC.aBLE: Coasplracy; .gzression
SMITI4RY OF RELEVLNT TOINTS (with page references):

NORAEN » g T

l. ROILIEL has order to continue fighting in «frica and
stop a further knglish advance westward %p 215

2. Roumanian allies of nXxis blamed partly for Russian
break through and encircleiient of Stalingrad (p 3).

3. Fortifications froa Norway to Spanish border to
prevent enemy landings, s»ny atteupts of the ‘enewy to land
on the Iberian reninsula, Italy or Greece, are given special
attention (o 4).

L. Confidential infornation thet 7 million foreign
workers work for Germany's war production (p 5).

5. Geraany in position to remain aggressive, be it in
' Russia or in africa, ZEngland, of course, redains final
| objective of agzression. (p 5). .
L il 6. Geraeny, Italy and Japan united in « solid "Cow-

| munity of Fate" (Schicksalsgemeirschaft). (p 7)

7. Operational pluns of Tokyo are of great interest
to German war leadersnip. dost effective anelp to ease the
Gzrman burden of battle, .ore iwuportunt than an attack on
Russia, would be a sudden Japznese attack in the Indian

Ocean (pp 7-8).

/i.N.: Nurnberg Doc. No, 3783-23/

snalysty C. '.J.rnelps Doc. No. 4004
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eSO chung

m1t Sotschaiter

ver Herr Reichsaussennini- cer ueyr.ssie den
schaiter, indem er seiner Freuce Garuuel . USEPrUCH
gab, ihn am Jahrestag der cemecinsamen (ri ISEPA | 4=
rung der Ureierpaktmachte an die amerikaner unc cne-
lander zu den gewaltiym crfolgen begluckwunsc:ien
<unnen, die Japan bisher errungen hate, Botiochafte
vshima erwigderte die Gluckwunsche des Herr: RAY in
“er gleichzn Form und sprach die Vers ich Fung aus,
dass Ueuiscaland, Japan und Italien nach weitcren ¢ ¢
waltigen K~ieguerfulgen den oleg erringen wurden,

Jer ieichsaussenminister er.larte dem Botsch:l
ter sodann, auf die Sesprechung der Jetzigen militari
schen_Lage ubergehenc, dass seit 1hrep le tzten Zu-
sammensein einice wichti.e -reiynisse eingetreten
s21zn, crstens: Zweifeilos hatien die tnglancer in
xeafrika einen taktischen crrolg gehabt, wa. darauf

Zurwckzutuhi n sei, dass sie in dep Lage gevesen .-
ren, fhre Luftwarfe bei £I-alameiﬁpmassieren. -
gurch sie uns von cer Luft hep dserlegen gewccen
weren, Uns sefen aucsercen ungluck!icherveise eini-
ge der wichtigsten Transoortep torpediert wor an,
gnsbeson.ere mehrere lanker, die fur unsere ranzer

unbedingt notvendig gewesen wiren, S0 hitten wir
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t ver sefen zum Gluck die iannschaftsverlus:
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-cht gering., Rommel sei es ge.iuckt, den grosSse

i1 seiner Fanzerarmee wiscer in neuen stel lungm

o1 sich zu versammeln. Fur uns sei eden die gruss
chwierigkeit, dass wir eine armee auT Cenm
-it Allem versorgen mussten, ohne c: |
sichere Seeherrschatt hieriber besa
cdoch den ~uftrag welter zu kamp

«eiterar Vormarsch nach ds

leichzel1tig m1tl 0em AN

\d | ; >

ger aAmeriKane!




cei den humanen die a,.einige ochuld daran Zu-
ieoen zu wollen, lefder ein cinuruch bei unser:

wi ! -l

1anischen duncesgjenussen erfoigt sei, wie ces

atter ja bekannt ware. cs seien uoer
inoruchstelle soiurt veutzcne .ivisicner
warden, Wel 5 Jorcdringen cer Kus
inuert hatten. Uns g1l! 0N enen irug
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.0
ierteljahr cauere. .uf
in cer Lage, viele
er russiscien rroant
nten einzus:tzan. Ler
acher, unc unsere {rart cicurch im
sodneen,

- /) &

1ttens: Unsere militirische Lage im .Jesten sei

— s S S e S —m—— i . — — —

C

cs v1pr von Norvie cn cis zur s.anisc .en usrenze
cre otellun en immcr 7ecicr zusc-uten, socdass ci'e

L= S

CU ccr reincmichte immer scaviericer fur ciese

.rce. Man musste oeachten, cas. wir jotzt im ..ecten

Jo-r 3L Divisionen stehen huttzn, vobei wir im Jahre
4 mit nur 60 tis 70 Livisionen etwa 1.0 Feinudivi-
ianen gescnlagen huatten, Um ieviel einfacher sei

er jetzt fur uns, ein Lancun.skorps wieder zu ver-

1welich ¢ te unsere Le:zondere .uf-

iwelcnen /crzuchen unser.r Feince,

riscaien Haloinsel, sei es auf italie

ocer in Jiriecnenland, Landun_cn vorzu- |

n, 4ir seien darauti g4eta. .t unc dage.en ?CruS:Eti
Unsere cieyeszuve. -1cCn rue iarner veistarxt

cfe Nachricnted, «ie -ir aus zngland und Amerik
|ten, nacin denen die _rnahrun;slage in Engiand
rorcentlicn schlecat sei unc sicn veiter ver-

calecatere, Churchill ruhre ein Gewaltregiment, inde

F166272 =




JeUe husserung cerk:itik ycer Ges ressimismus in
scnarfster feise unterdrucke, Ancererseits konne uns
-cr Bluff der amerikanischen Rustungsziffern nic .t
:rschuttern. Nan wirfe sich in keiner deise irgenduie
/on diesem Zahlenwahn oeeinflussen lassen. wenn unse-
re Yersenkungen in dem Ligher gezeitigten Ausnas:
weiter fortscnritten, dann wurde allein dieses schon
unsere Feinde zum Frieden zwingen, Am wenigs.en agep
sel es moglich, eineg Entscheidu g oringende Feindlan-
dung auf europiischem Boden durchzuiiihren, Ferner sei
usutschlands Kriegsproduktion dank cer velungenen Opr-

anisterung allee zur Verfugung stehenden Arbeitssraf-
- sichergestellt. Er kinne den dotschafter cie ver-
(rauliche Mitteilung mache y Gass zurzeit 7 illionen
remde Arbeit:kpifte in eutscilan: fur die deutsche
Kriegsproduktion arbeiteten, nir sei.n somit in jedem
Falle 1n der Lage, weiterhin die Angreiter zu uleiben,
sel es in Russland oder in ~irika. Unscr letztes
iel bleibe selbstverstindlich der ANgrifif auf cr
lind. Uber den Augenblick, wann dieser epfol en
“unne, seil nur soviel zu Sayen, cass, wenn es msgiich |
sel, von Russland erhebliche Krafte ddZuziehen, dann
cin solcher Angriff sehr .chnell akut ierden Kaonn

de uyoergenend
‘uhrte der Herr :iM aus, cie Amerikaner verfol;ter
orfensicntlich die otrategie, zunichst eyt chlanc
uno lwalien zu ernicaten, um dinn Japan zy erledigeny
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en ltal®e nern durch Liefe-

N Abwehrgerdten jegliche

fenn aver die Feindmachte
inda vom oonderfrieden

viell2]




@rund, egner uoerha einen Erfolg 4

snabrtRat ten,
Jer strategische Flan unserer Feinde sei wie
ssaqt der, stch gegenlber den Japanern hinhaltend zu

erteidigen, und zundchst den schirfsten Angritf ge.cn ¥

talien zu richten, zum anderen solle Russland mog-

lichst lange die deutschen Krdfte binden un aufzehre

o

-

18 schonen wollten, Daruber hinaus beab:
séd. die Krifte dar Achse durch Schavtuna

b |
vieler Krisgsschaupldtze zu zersplittern,

auf diese Weise Italien und Deutschian
zu zxingen, um dann mit eir |
1eichzeitiger Verbrind:

\ l HJCii A q.; '; ‘r'i 1 0




—

chland, das, nachdem—ee—Jasan-aetungen ssi. .. e
; 1andar-Und - Aaer-itaner -2os MremPosttionon T tet-
> 18 ReddbNoPtPRidONy Ccie Huustlast des Kamp g ira
:n habelf, entlasien konnc. Leider sei es ja
faare d.d8. nicht moglich cewesen, Madayasiar
tzen, was den Nachschul fur die cnglischen
n Agypten ausserordentlisch gestort haben wur
inserer Melnung nach sei es aber immer noch das “icli-
Ligste und fir den weiteren Verlaf des Krieges cnt-
schefdendste, dass Japan in den Indischen Ozean vor-
-tosse, Dieses sei unserer Ansicht nach, und so haue
5 cer Filhrer erst kiirzlich wieder betont, wic b qer
Is ein Angriff auf Russland. iienn os fir uns natirlie
ucn sehr hart sei, wenn die Russen immor neue Jivisie
nen aus dibirien abzdgen und nach stalingrad wurfen,
.0 sel doch letzten Endes die wirksamste cntla: I
ur uns ein Yorstoss Japans in den !ndischaen
Botschafter Oshima crklirte hiera.f. dass

’
i +

cits im Juni des vergangenen Jahres oas

e Verleguny cer Flotte nach dem iesten |
ind als Zeftpunkt der Oktober bestimmt gewesen
Leider hitten damals die Amerikaner absr dann mit
inrem angriff auf die Salomon-Inseln und Neuguhea
JegJonnen, scdass die tntscnduny der Flotte nach den
esten fur Ende thdb?rf'lnf:ﬂ lov amter zuruckge-
stellt vorden sei., Tokio hitte 2 enommen, dass di
m rikaner zundchst ihre Fiotte zur Erholung und
teparatur zuricknehmen wurden m c¢ann ernput an2u-

y
jreifen. Dieses sei ab>r nicht der Fall gewesen,
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