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XII TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
. ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
i I 4 Er'zemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Fffectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing. Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezyous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Pour TBl=8s of VC-80, led by Lieutenamt Joseph A. SHEEIAN, USH,
rexdesvoused with five Fli-2s from V0-84 to act as a strike group on
assigned targets on Okirawe. Ome V¥ firom VC-84 was the air-coordinator

but this plane developed radio trouble and the coordinator assignment

was passed to another Vi-34 {ighter.

On erriving on station, the coordinator was ordered to make o
reconnsaissance of enemy gun positions morth of the town of Shuri. He
flew over the area and reported that the celling was low and visibility
very hasy, about 2000 feet. Lisutemant Sheehan told the coordinator
that in his opinion an attack was not advisable since sufficient
altitude could not be gained to obtain an effective dive angle or
sufficient speed %o effect sale recovery.

On hearing these reports, CASCU of OIF 65, the contreller, ordered
the coordinater to make another reconmaissance., This he did and

reported that a maximum ceiling of 3000 feet obiained. CASCU then
ordered s strafing and bombing attack.

the VF made two strafing runs on the enemy positions and
Lisutenant Sheehan then followed with the TRis. They pulled up inte
the overcast to 3000 feet and started their dives in colummn, AT the
release point of 1500 feet, the target was not clearly visible to all
pilots and only two drepped bombs, Lieutenant Sheehan dropping ten and
Ensizn George ARMSBY, USNR, dropping five. Recovery was made at 1000
feet, speed about 280 Knots. Just after his recovery Lieutenant (3e)
Robert X. CRON, USHR, radioed that he had been hit by AA fire.
Lisutenant (jz) Cron was about 500 feet below Lieutenant Sheehan. All
three pilots saw Lieutenant (jg) Cron's plane smoking from the pert
wingroot or turret and believed the plane had been hit by a 20 mm shell,
Lieutenant (jg) Crom had pulled out heading emst teward Yomabaru Wan,
The air-coordinator called him and instructed him te try to maks a
water landimg, or if this was not possible, te try %o got down on
Yonmabaru Airfield, then behind the enemy lines but believed %o be
deserted by the Japanese, Our advance lines were absut 5000 yards
north of this field. Apparently Lieutemant (jg) Crom decided he could
not reach the water and headed for the field, His plane was seen To
land, wheels up, near a read 1000 yards south of the airfield. The
port wing was smoking as he landed and the plane was seen to stop

. About one minute later there was a large explosion as the
10 x 100{ bombs went off,

The three remaining THli-3s returned safely to base.

Meanwhile, 88 related later by Lieutenant (jg) Crem, the pilet
and two cresmen of the crippled plane, MELTON, Rual Wayme, ARM 2/¢ and
ORCUTT, Xenneth Calvert, AGH 2/c, survived the crash landing without
injury, were able to get out of the plane and to find shelter in a
drainage diteh 150 yards sway which they reached just before the bombs
detonated., The explosion cempletsly demelished the plane and debris

was scattered over the area for & radius of several hundred yards.

Skirting & smll village, the trio made their way through fields and
reached the beach of Yomabaru Wan which was flanked by a sea wall. They
sorambled over the wall and headed nmorth, The area was under artillery
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fire from the U.3. lines, the advanced point of which waa about §000
yards to the north. 7The three survivors hugeed the sea wall for
protection against artillery shell bursts, but kept moving north.
Suddenly leooking behind, they saw two Jap soldiers rumming toward them
about 100 yards away. Doth were armed with rifles with bayonets. 1Ihe
three started running up the beach on the sea side of the wall, At
this, the Japs let out a shout and started firing, The bullets whined
close, but no ome was hit., Ducking through & break in the sea wall

the trio ran up the land side, secking ground with more cover., The
Japs followed und once on their side of the wmll, began firing again,
There was little proteetion on this side of the wall and Lieutenant (3g)
Cron decided that the best bet was to go over the wall again and head
for the sea. He shouted his intentions to his companions and scrambled
over the wall with Melten right behind. On the other side they ran for
the water. Looking back, they saw that Ureutt wasn't with tThem and
they never saw him again. (hether he was killed, wounded, overtaken
and captured, or turned inlend and found cover, 1s not known,

Reaghing the water, the two sscapers ran intoc the light surf{ as
far as possible., The tide was shallow, and quite far out the water
was only up to their lmees, Meanwhile, the Japs were on the sea wall
firing at the two airmen, who dove into the shallow water, turned over
on their backs and began pushing out with their feet. G&oon they were
out of range and began working their way north, half swimming, half
walking, They found a coral ledge where they could stand up comfort-
ably and decided to wait there. Meamwhile friendly planes were seocn
overhead from time to time and when one would come reasonably closse,
Lieutenant (Jjgz) Cron put out dye marker., Finally at 1200 (I) they
were spotted by an OY observation plane which circled and dropped =&
one-man life raft. The raft fell too far inshore to be retrieved.
The pilot of the 0Y flew low, cut his engine completely and shouted
something unintelligible to the marooned men, It then made offe« 1TIen
minutes later - at 1210 (I) = a TBd aircraft circled the survivors,
0 be relieved fiftsen minutes later by two F8Fs, At 1300 the men
were picked up by two U52Us and taken to Keramna Retio where they were
transferred to U.S5.5. CIANDELEUR (AVelO). On 14 April they were
transferred to the U.S.S5. NATOMA BAY (CVE-82), thence bacgk to parent
ship via U.8.5. PATTERSON (DD=-392) on 15 April.

CHRONOLOGY OF ESCAPE

8 April 1945 0546 (I) - Launched from U.5.5. LUNGA POINT (CViE=94) .
0845 (I) - Crash landed on Okinawa Shima following hit
by ensmy AA fire.
- Plane destroyed.
1200 (I) - S8ighted in water by UY plane.
1300 (I) = Picked up by two 0S2Us, one from U.S.3.
COLORADU, ©ne from U.5.5. SALT LAKE CITY.
- Transferred to U.S.5. CHANDELEUR (AV-10).
14 April 1945 1230 (I) - Transferred to U.3.8. FHATOMA BAY (CVE=82) .
15 April 1946 0800 (I) = Transferred to U.S.5., PATTERSON (DD=392) .
1100 (I) - Transferred to parent ship.
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Captain, U, S, Navy,
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