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(VIII)

THE HALF-AND-HALF SONG AND
OTHER POEMS

Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG

D
The Half-and-Half Song
by L1 MI-AN

By far the greater half have I seen through

This floating life~ah, there’s a magic word—

This “half”’—so rich in implications.

It bids us taste the joy of more than we

Can ever own. Half-way in life iz man’s

Best state, when slackened pace allows him ease;

A wide world lies half-way ’twixt heaven and earth;
To live in huts half-way between the town and country,
Have farms half-way between the streams and hills;
Be half-a-farmer, and half-a-scholar, and half

In business; half as gentry live,

And half related to the common folk;

And have a house that’s half genteel, half plain,

Half elegantly furnished and half bare;

Dresses and gowns that are half plain, half light and bright.
And food half epicure’s, half simple fare;

Have servants half clever and half dull;

A wife and children half simple and half smart-—-

So then, at heart, I feel I'm half a Buddha,

And almost half a Taoist fairy blest,

And have a name half-known and half obscure.
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One half myself to Father Heaven I -

Return; the other half to children leave—

Half thinking how for my posterity

To plan and provide, and yet half minding how

To answer the God of Hell when my body’s Iaid at rest.
He is most wisely drunk who is half drunk; '
And flowers i1.1 half-bloom look their prettiest;

As boats at half-sail sail the steadiest, ‘

And horses held at half-slack reins trot best.

Who half too much has, adds anxiety;

But half too little, adds possession’s zest.

 Since life’s a compound of half sweet and half bitter,
Who tastes but half is wisest and cleverest.

(ID)
Inseription on The Hall of Idleness
by Po YUCHIEN

I'm too lazy to read the volumes on Taoist immortality, for
Tao doesn’t reside in the books;
Too lazy to peruse the Taoist classics, for they go no deeper
~ in than its looks.
The essence of Tao consists in a void, clear and cool,
But what is this “void” except being all day like a fool?
Too lazy am I to write poems, for when I stop, the poetry

will be gone;
Too lazy to play on the ch’in, for music is not on the string

where if’s born; ’
Too lazy to drink wine, for in the drunkard’s dream lie not

the rivers and lakes; 3
Too lazy to play chess, for unexpectedly in the pawns dwells
the conception of stakes;
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Too lazy to look at the hills and streams, for there is a paint-
_ ing within my heart’s portals;
Too lazy to enjoy the wind and the moon, for within me
lies the Isle of the Immortals; |
Too lazy to attend to wdrldly affairs, for inside me are my
intellectual possessions;

Too lazy to watch the changing of the seasons, for within me
are heavenly processions. ,
Pine-trees may decay and rocks may r'ot; but I shall always

remain what 1 am, no more and no less.
Is it not fitting that 1 call this the Hall of Idleness?

(IIT)
Madame Kuan to Chao Mengfu

"Twixt you and me
There’s too much emotion.
That’s the reason why
There's such a fiery commotion.
Take a lump of clay,
Wet it, pat it,
And make an image of you,
And an image of me.
Then smash them, crash them,
And, with a little water, knead them together.
And out of the elay we’ll re-make
An image of you,
And an image of me.
Thus in my clay, there’s a little of you,
And in your clay, there’s a little of me.
And nothing ever shall us sever:
Living, we’ll sleep in the same quilt,
And dead, we’ll be buried together.
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