


iiJ!;<'>c<> .... ··:x::x:'>-.."?<:::<>c:<>:.::::<><ooo:>:::>::,:>::::::o::.>o::::::-:,.::::-:, .. >c:<:'·,<>(I! 
I~. . x 
b ~ 
~ ~ 

~ OBSERVATIONS 9-

~ ~ o v 
2 2 
}~ ON THE ~ 

j} RIDEAU CANAL, ~ 
() 0 

BY 

EDWARD JOHN BARKER, H. D. 

~ 
Q x x 
<> () 

~ ,) 
, /. 

Inscribed (by permiswn) to His Exc.llency Sir John 8 
Colborn., K. C. B. Lieutenant Got>ernor qf tile Prollin" ¢ 
Upper Ca1UlcUJ. ~ 

~ 
KINGSTON, 1]. C. 

PUBLISHED AT THE OPPICE Oil' THE 

1834. 

\} 

<) 
2 
8 8 





-OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

-EDWARD :fOHNBARXER, "M. D. 

mseribed (by permission) to His Excellency Sir 'Jdhft 

Colborne, K. C. B. Li.euteno.nt Goeernor tff the Pro~ime_!II 
lJpptr Canada. 

,KINGSTON, 1:1. C. 

PIUN'l'ED AND PUBLISHED AT THE O,ll'FICE OF 'I'M 

BRITISH WHIG. 

18-3:1. 





To His Excellency Sir John Coiborne, K. C. B: 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Upper Ca­
nada, and .;l1ajor General Commandirig His Ma­
jcsty':J Forces therein, c8'c. <tc. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

i should not have presumed to have offered the 
following trifling production to Your Excellency's 
acceptance, if I !tad not been aware, that owing to 
the intrigues of interested individuals at Montreal, 
it would be necessary to place upon the title page 
of my pamphlet the approbation of some distin­
guished personage, to obtain for it any thing like 
fair criticism or circulation in the Lower Province. 
The bare fact that you have allowed me to use your 
name, will be t{) the emigrant and stranger, a suf­
ficient guarantee, that this trifle is not a mercenary 
speculation, got up to induce them to take the Ri­
deau Route on their way to the Upper Province, in 
preference to that of the St. Lawrence. 

With many wishes for Your Excellency's pros­
perity, 

r have the honor to be; 

With great Respect, 
Your Excellency's Obedient Servant, 

EDWARD JOHN BARKER, M. D. 

Kingston, U. C. August 1st, 1834. 



Notc.-The lIasty manner in which this pamplIlet has been wriuen 
and printed, amid the daily labors of conducting a semi-weekly news­
paper, must stand the author's best excuse for the many errors of com­
position and typography to be found iii its pages. 

British Whig Office, Kingston, U. C. August 1st, 18M; 



o.nSERV ATIONS. 

A CANAL to join the watets of the Rivers St­
Lawrence and Ottawa, appears to have long been 
an object of much anxious solicitude, on the part of 
the British Government as well as on that of the 
Province of Upper Canada. As early as 1790, va­
!'lous plans were formed _and partial estimates given 
in by sundry individuals, but nothing appears to 
have been acted upon, prior to the year 1822. The 
Provincial Parliament having experienced the ex­
treme difficulty of bringing Goods and Stores up the 
St. Lawrence during the last war, were anxiou'3 that 
on a similar occasion, the same difficulties should 
not occur, and passed an act in that year, "to make 
provision for the improvement of the Internal Na-d­
gation of this province." In consequence of this 
act, Commissioners were appointed (of whom 
John Macaulay, Esq. of Kingston was Presi­
dent) to determine upon the practability of the un­
dertaking, who under the advice and direction of 
their Engineer, Mr. Clowes, mad~ severa I reportf', 
all of which in the year 1825,. were refet'red to a 
Joint Committee of the two- Reuses of the Provin­
cial Legislature, from whom - a recommendation 
emanated to dig a Uanal of the following dimen­
sions: 

"On a scale of 5 feet in depth, 28 feet in width 
at the bottom, and 48 feet in width at the surface of 
the water; the banks to slope 2 feet to 1 foot perpen­
dicular; the lucks to be of stone, and 80 feet in 
length by 15 in width, with turning bridges, 15 feet 
in the clear, and"lO feet wide: cost, £145,802.7. AV' 

This recommendation was not followed bya grant, 
for- the British Go.vernment taking into consideration 
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the importance of the projected work as a Military 
Canal, and the comparative poverty of the province, 
with that magnificent generosity which has ever dis­
tinguished the actions of Great Britain towards her 
Colonies, resolved to take UpOIl itself the whole ex­
vense. III the year 1826, the Board of Ordnance 
dispatched Lieut. Colonel By, of the Royal Engi­
neers to Canada, to survey the route proposctl by 
the Civil Engineer, Mr. Clowes. Having passed 
~long the whole line, Liellt. Colonel By made seve­
ral alterations, the principal of which were: by erect­
ing Dams to flood back the waters upon the rapids, 
instead of excavating extensively; to make the en­
trance of the Canal above the Falls of the Rideau 
at Bytowl1, instead of below them; and to terminate 
the Canal at Kingston M ills, instead of bringing it 
into the Bay three miles above Kingston. The two 
former oC these alterations time has proved to have 
been highly judicious; the latter has not been so 
happy in its consequences. 

When Lieut. Colonel 13y fit'st commenced his la­
bors at By town, he had orders to complete the Canal 
upon the same scale as th;:t at Lachine and the Ca­
lIal then in progress at Grenville on the Ottawa 
River, viz: with locks SO feet long, 20 feet wide and 
4: fcet deep. Upon this scale eleven l-ocks wet'e 
partly finished and contracted for, when towards the 
close of the year 1827, Lieut. Colonel By made a 
special remonstrance to the Board of Ordnance, 
against the propriety of completing the Canal upon 
so diminutive a scale, when by the trifling outlay of 
about £53,000 above the then given-in e8tim3te, a 
much more extensive Canal could be perfected, with 
Locks 150 feet long, by 50 feet wide, and huving 
five feet depth of water instead of four. Together 
wiLh this suggestion or remonstrance, he inclosed a 
more carefully compiled estimat(; of the probable 
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cost of the Canal upon the Lachine scale, amount­
ing to £174,8'11,00, a StHn vastly different from that 
for nearly the same work estimated by Mr. Clowes. 

'l'hese rlocuments of Lieut. Colonel By were re­
ferred by the Board ofOnlnance to a Committee of 
Engilleers in LOlldo;J, who rcported unfavorably to­
wards Lieut. Culonel ny's project, and even went 
so far ae to rec0l11ln~lld the substitution of wood in 
place of stone for the remaining 36 Locks unfinish­
e[l or not contracted fOI'. The Marquess of Angle­
sey. at that time Master GeJleral of the Ordnance, 
not content with this Report, referred the nntter to 
the Honorable \-Vm. Iluskisson, Colonial Secretary, 
who being of opinioll that Lieut. Colonel By'ssug­
gestioll was worthy of more consideration than that 
paid hy th~ Com:nittee, recommended a Commis­
sion to be sent out from England by the Board of 
Ordnance, to determine upon this very material 
point. Consequently in dw spring of 1828, Lieut. 
Colonels Fa Ishawe and Lewis al'i'ived in Canada to 
form a Commb,jol] of which His Excellency, Sir 
James Kempt, Governor General of the Can~das, 
was the President, who in June of the same year re­
ported to the following effect: 

"After a careful consideration of all the circum­
stances attending thi.,; very great undertaking, and a 
most anxious desit'e not unnecessarily to im'olve 
th~ Mather Country further into an extent of ex­
penditure little contemplated in the outset, at the 
same time not to sacrifice any larg'e portion of the 
expense" alrendy incurred 01' engaged for by spe­
cifit: co; I tract>', the COlllmittee rec( ,inmend that the 
whole Back "Yat~r Comm:'lllicatiotl should be como, 
pleted, with the feet depth of water; and the lo~ks 
uniformly adapted for the passage of steam-boats 
30 feet wide over the paddle. boxes, and for spars 
108 101lg, besides /!mple s.pace for wurIdng the 
gates." 
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This was not however the final alteration;, for'the 
same C&nlruissioners in exalninmg die works thelf 
in progress on ,the Grenville Canal, recommended 
that the remaining Loeks on that Canal should be 
enlarged to correspond with those of the Rideau Ca­
nal, which were thell fiually ordered to be of the 
following dimensions: 110 feet long, clear of the 
Gates, 34 feet wide and 5 feet deep, adapted to the 
navigation of Steam Boats, 33 feet broad across 
the paddle boxes. The estimate was now increas­
ed to £576,757, a sum howeverlarge it may appeal', 
proved to be wholly inadequate to the completion 
of the Canal upon this scale; for in March 1830; 
the estimate was still further increased to £762,679, 
including the sum of £69,230 for 22 BlockH0nses, 
15 Bridges, &c. These increasing estimates which 
were regularly laid before the House of Commons 
and voted, proved to be so much beyond the origi­
nal intention of the House to grant, that they lJe­
came alarmed and voted an Address to the Crown, 
requesting the whole correspondence between the 
Treasury, the Colonial Secretary, the Board of 
Ordnance and Lieut. Colonel By, together with all 
official documents to lJe laid before them, which 
being done in February 1831, they were ordered to 
be printed, forming a folio volume of considerable 
pretensions, from which the preceding facts have 
been collected. ... 

During this time, Lieut. Colonel By lost no time 
in prosecuting his great work; having the confidence 
of the Ministry and the Board of Ordnance, un­
limited capital appeared to be at his disposal; Dams, 
Locks, Basins and Bridges rose in the wildemess, 
as if by tile magic lamp of Aladdin, and contrary to 
the expectations of everyone bUHbe; chief aFchitect 
and his immediate friends, the Canal· was declared 
fully.c'Olnpleted in the spring of 1832, just-ten years 



from the passing- of the Provincial Act. On the' 
21th May, 1832, Lieut. Colonel By and Family, 
arrived at Kingston from By town in the old Steam, 
Boat Pumper, having passed through the whole 
line of the Canal" and examined with attention the' 
state- of the works. This important project being, 
finished, Lieut. Colonel By returned to England,. 
where a most material change having taken place in' 
the councils of the country, he experienced some, 
difficulties in the passing of his accounts. 

Of the totaL cost of the Canal, it is difficult to ob­
taiII' any correct QI: authentic information, without 
special application tOlthepr-oper authorities at home. 
The last estimate came near £800,O~. and' it is. 
known that that was materially deficient, for all the 
erections for which it was granted were not comple­
ted; particularly the 2"2 Block Houses and 15 Bridg­
es, and many claims for flooded Lands remain un­
liquidated to thi!;! day. The Repolt of a Committee 
or the House of Commons upon the Canarlll Canals, 
dated June 20th,. 1882, eopiedi into, one; of the; aa­
nada,newspapers, states, "that the excess of LielJt .. 
Colonel By's accounts show an expenditure of £22,. 
750, beyond the votes of Parliament, and, an esti..­
mate of £111,181, beyond, the same votes-for the: 
completion of the Canal;" but as at that time, aU 
Lieut>. Col0nel By's- aacount~ were Hot deavered in, 
and, as. the same- Committee in another part of their 
report recommend a larger grant to complete the 
Canal than that asked for by the Minister, in order to 
meet an expected excess, itis .impossible to come at 
the real cost of the Canal. This report appears VI 
have been the last printed publio docll~en* on thill 
subject. It is eRsy to see fh~m the genera\ ,~ol; ~C 
the langullge ulled, that this, Qommittee wereof.'l\) 
d,ifterent stamp from the gentlemen who first pa~_ 
WIQni~()d a.nd~ ~!Jp.r.prted, LJeq~. C.olonel Dr. 
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In the absence therefore of real facts,~i.t limy not be' 
too mudi to estImate the cnstofthe Canal ill its present 
state of cl)lllpletion, at One JVlililvo Sterlillg, ns 
many ilJlpo"ant charges arG not included in the 
grants, particularly the expenses of the Corp'" of 
Royal Engineers and the four Companies of Sap­
pel's and Miners. When the length of the Can~l 
(126 miles,) the natnre of the gl·ullOd and the rough­
lIess of lh~ co,lIltry is considered, this sum appears 
I~ot to have been high; [It any rate 110 Canal in Eu­
rope or A meriea, of the same size, was ever com­
pleted for allY thing like that money. 

The enemies of the Lieut. Colonel, (and every 
good or great man ha.,; his enemies,) have not scru­
pled to accuse him of peculation alld favoritism: of 
the former crime not a tittle of evidence wort11Y the 
name can be nddllced; like other men of 01 iginal 
genius, his milld soared beyond his-means, ample as 

- -tftey-wprp , jPllriing him to incui expenses, which had 
hot l'i'eviously been calculated upon, h'yil!g thereby 
hil1l open to the attacks of his tl'nducers; hut it 
camot be shewn, that one shilling of the public 
money was pocketed by him: of tIle more venial 
ofl.ence he mllst plead guilty; being a Scotchman, 
lie fltvored his Countrymen, but not exclusiveiy;, 
and when it is recollected, that the competitors for 
his favor were mostly either Scotchmen or Ameri­
cans, and that Ronle of the latter had failed in their 
contracts, and if successful would carry with them 
to a foreign land the fruits of their labors, it is 
not much to be regretted that he was somewhat par­
tial. 

The Rideau Canal i:; not a canal properly so car-, 
led, hut rather a sllccession of raised waters by 
means of dnms, with natural lakes interspersed.­
Olle elld of it empties into the Ottawa, half a mile 
above lhe fIlls of the Rideau, intersecting the up.--
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per and lower villages of Byto'i\Jl; and the' other 
end terminates at Kingston MiIls,.six ;~~s- .. hove 
the town of Kingston, at the head of the bay or 
piece of water known by the name of the G feat Ca­
taraqui. In tracing the Cana'l from the ,St. Law­
rence to the Ottawa, it may not be uninteresting to 
the distant reader, to gi\'e a sli!Eht description of ,the 
towns and villages through which it passes . 
• Kingston is said to be the oldest town in Upper 

.Canada; it is well situated for commercial purpo­
ses at the foot of Lake O'ntario, and also at the foot 
of that extensive inlet, dividing Prince Edward from 
the Midland District, called the Bay of Quinte. It 
is -built on the Lake, or more correctly speaking, 
on the River side, directly opposite the large island in 
,tho St. Lawrence, named Wolf 01' Long Island, that 
separates Upper. Canada from New York State, 
-from which Kingsto\lis distant only t:leven miles. 
In commercial importance it is the second town in 
,the province, and were.it blessed with a population 
as emerpl'ising, as wealthy and respectalJle, it would 
soon have no equal. The to.wn, including the SII. 

burbs of French Village and Barriefield. contains 
over 5000 inhabitants, exclusi\!e of the Military and 
their families; of whom abQut ,1000 souls are quar­
tered in the several barraci,s. Kingston can boast 
of six places for Divine W Qrship, an Episcopal and 
Catholic Church, a Scotch Kirk, a Reformed Pres­
hytetian,' and hvo Nlethodist Chapels. Four news­
pdpers, one semi-wl;)elJy and three weekly publica­
tions, contrihute to the intellectual amusement and 
edification of the inhabitants; while during- the sea­
son, twenty steamboats are in the constant habit of 
trading to its harbor, of which nj;le are owned in the 
place. Kirigstofl is situated 'equi-dlstant betwec" 
Montreal and Toronto, and is remarkab,Iy weil a~ 

. dapte?~,in case of a union between the Uppe.l' ,al1~ 
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"Lower Provinces, to become the seat of Govern­
:ment; being the only.place on the frontiers that is 
capable of being successfully defendeH agailHlt an 
-enemy. The harbor is formed 'hY'a 10wperiinsuJa 
called Point Frederick, running into 'the Bay 'to the 
eastward of the town, at about half a mile distant, 
on which is situated the King's DocK 'Yard; the 
whole well commanded by the cannon 0'( Furt Hen­
ry, at present in a state of el'ection on an elevated 
promonotory still further to the eastw.ard. '.rhe 
town is connected with .Point FreHecickand the su­
burb called BarriefieHl by a 'long wooden .bridge 
over the Great Cataraqui; the draw-brioge of which 
may be termed the entrance to the Canal on the 
Kingston side, since although it is said to begin six 
miles higher up, yet as large sums of money have 
'been expended in perfecting this part of the navi­
.gation as in other parts of the Canal; which for 
want of a better term, must still be used to designate 
the Rideau navigation. 

Upon leaving the bridge, the channel of the Ca­
nal is on the eastern side for about a mile, until 
Bell's Island, a small wooded islet, appears to block 
·the passage further up; passing on the eastern end 
of this island, the channel soon becomes so crOOK­
ed as to defy any description of its course, but still 
winds its serpentine way to the northward, with a 
uniform depth of water not exceeding five fee.t at the 
outside. It is on both sides .flanked ~y low marshy 
Jands, covered with water in spring .and fall, but 
yielding quantities of coarse rank grass during the 
summer months. The course fOl' a vessel to steer 
is marked by long ,poles .stuck in the soft mud, but 
so imperfectly, as to render it almost impossible to 
run this part of the route during the night, unless 
the moon shines·bright~y. About a mile belo,,, tIle 
locks, -the channel is excavated for about lOO'y~rds 
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'tbrough' soft mud, and piled on both sides to pre­
veRt filling in. This was done last winter on ac­
count of a large rock lying in the centre of the pro­
per bed of the channeI, upon which there is seldom 
more than three feet of water. It was this obstacle 
which last summer retarded the progress of the larger 
steam beats, and compelled them to stop at King­
ston Mills until the present channel was dug. On 
passmg thIS obstr:lction, the shores immediately nar­
row and the mouth of the Cataraqui Creek is 
seen, with lofty granite rooks on both sides con­
tinuing all the way to the tipst locks, whrch are con­
structed not far from the spot wjlere the Cataraqui 
was wont to tumble down a precipice .of some thirty 
feet high. During this distance the creek is not 
more than 120 to 130 feet wide, but the shores are 
bold and steep, with six feet of water in the shallow­
est parts. On the whole route fmm Kingston to 
By town, there is no natural par·t of the Canal which 
impresses the beholder with more fearful delight than 
this portion of the Cataraqui Creek; the awful su­
blimity of the towering rocks inspires a species of 
pleasure difficult to describe, and although the sce­
nery on the Rideau River and on some of the Lakes 
is hardly to be surpassed both for splendor and love­
liness, yet it yields in point of grandeur to this spot . 

. The lift to be overcome at Kingston Mills, is 46 ~ 
feet, divided into equal portions of 11 feet 8 int-hes 
each. The original fall was not so 'high, but the 
water has been raised 20 feet to ovefcome two small 
rifts between this place and Bt·ewer's Lower Mill. 
The Locks are four in number, and being the first 
on the canal, require a short description which may 
serve for all the rest, as all are built in nearly the 
same way. Tilley are compo~edof·cut lime or sand 
stone, (a species offreestone of almost eternal durati­
on,}w hich are the on},y building materials ~8ed on the 
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entire line. Thev are 110 feet long! ciearofthe gates, 
33 feet wide, wi;h 5 feet depth of water over 'the sills. 
The gates are framed of oak, and are put up in a 
most substantial manner. The crabs, chains, and 
other iron works ~ were manufactured in England, 
and at Three Rivers, Lower Province, and the 
heavy smith's worl~ was done at By town. They 
are of the very best materials, and of the most 
approved patterns. Between the third and fourth 
lock is a capacious basin, built in the same manner 
as the locks, sufficiently large for the largest sized 
!!teamboat to turn or pass. The time of passing the 
locks will occupy twelve minutes each upon ,an av(;­
rage, so that if a steamboat has a barge in tow, near­
ry- two hours are lost in detention. The locks them­
selves are situated on the western side of the old 
falls, and the site they now occupied was blasted out 
of the solid granite rock, nearly 23,000 cubic 
yards of which were removed. To raise the wa­
ters at this place, a dam and two extensive embank­
ments are made: the Dam is built with rough lime 

J3tone, is about 350 feet ill length, is 34 feet high in 
the centre, and is flanked at the east end by the 
waste weir; one embankment to the eastward 
extends 2600 feet, and the other to the westward 
of about 3200 feet in length. The height of these 
embankments is various, the highest part about 23 
feet, and the lowest not e~ceeding so many inches. 
They are well built with stone and clay, but 
are not perfectly water tight. .over the locks is 
thrown a long and lofty wooden b,ridge, the higJ,r 
road to Montreal passing through the village. The 
probable cost of these works, which are third i\1 
point of extensiveness on the line, was about £69, 
000, the last estimate given by Lieutenant Co­
lonel By amounting to £52,274. The sole con­
tra~tor . ~n~ ,<\rchitect waa R. Drummond, Esq. of 



Kingston. During tlie period' of erection, the place' 
was very sickly, and 500 laborers are said to have 
lost their lives. The works at Kingston Millll and 
as far as the Isthmijs are under the superinten­
dence and personal inspection of Mr. Thomas 
Burrows who resides' on the spot, to whom the' 
writer is under obligation for much valuable infor­
mation, particularly for the geological description of 
the country through which the Canal passes. The 
vinage at this place is small, comprising two taverns 
and about a dozen scattered houses; the country 
round is not thickly settled, nor is the land, general­
ly called good. 

The only difficult part of the Navigation on the 
eutire Oanal route, lies between Kingston and 
Kingston mills. The channel of the canal from the 
time it leave~ the Locks at the latter place until it 
comes within a mile of Kingston, is' remarkably nar­
row, winding, and in many parts extremely shallow, , 
so that it is with much trouble that vessels drawing 
about five feet of water pass to arid fro without 
grounding. - This difficulty may be entirely over­
come by throwing a Dam across the Cataraqui 
Waters, either at BelPs Island or Tete de Pont. and 
raisipg the waters ten feet. For the hindrance of 
sl,lch a project no ~atural impediments occur. The 
shores, on both sides are bold and rocky all the 
way, and if the Dam were erected at Tete de Pont 
over to Point Frederick, ,two small embankments 
only (in addition to the Lock) would lie necessary: 
a small one on the low ground immediately above 
the Bridge on the Point, and a larger one fi'om Tete 
de Pont to the Western Shore. From opinions given 
by experienced Engineers, the whole expense of 
such an undertaking would nor exceed £25,000, a 
sum comparatively trHiing, when the important.ad­
vantages are, called into recolleCtion, andwbich sum 
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upon proper application, the Pl'o'Vincial Padiament 
would be inclined to grant. 

The advantages arising from such a plan are 
four-fold. In tlte first place, the navigation of the 
Rideau Canal would be perfected. Secondly, the 
low marshy, sedgy lands which are now partially 
overflowed, through which the canal winds its way, 
and from which during the hot summer months a 
poisonous miasma arises, pregnant with disease and 
death, would be entirely covered. This ought to 
be a matter of great moment to the inhabitants of 
Ringston, when they reflect upon the excessive 
mortality of the year 1833, occasioned by bad air. 
Thirdly, a great water power would be brought in­
to the heart of the town, the privileges a1 whicb 
might be let for an immense sum, since twenty miIls 
could be turned with the superabundant water. And 
lastly, a large piece of land would be recovered from 
the water, between the Western Shore and the 
Bridge, which if sold in town and water lots, would 
materially contribute to defray the expence of the 
undertaking. 

The difficulties in the way of this pr(')ject are nei­
ther few nor trifling. Istly.-The Home Govern­
ment, whose property the canal is, may neither feel 
inclined to expend any more money on the canal, 
nor allow any other persons to do the same; they 
may object to the circumstance of any independent 
control existing over any portion of the canal. At 
present the canal ends at Kingston Mills; should 
the improvement take place, the canal will then end 
at Kingston, and if the province or individuals should 
build the Dam and Lock, they must also keep it in 
repair at some annual expense, which to provide for,. 
and to maintain Lockmen, it will be necessary to 
lay on a toll. The two interests may then clash. 
The only remedy in this case would be for the.pI~ 



y.ince o.r ~thers huildiqg the Lock and);)am, -to -pre­
s.ent them when co~p16t6d to the J:;Iome GO¥ern­
ment,to become an integr~l ipart of the ,Rid/jauCa­
na!. 2dly.-The. Cataraqui Bridge GOnl,Panv may 
not like having a n,am placednenr thei.r Bridge. 
This is a chartered IGo~pany and may stand upon 
thei.r vested rights. This o~taclema'y .be overcome 
in two ways; firstly, by allowing the Company the 
exclusive ,pri.v~legeof,pa:ss.ng.the Dam as a Bridge 
when completed; which considering the delapidated 
condttion of the present bridge, and the imperish­
able nature of a well constructed dam, will be an ex­
change much to their advantage; and secondly, in 
case they should prove refractory, by making the 
Dam at Bell's Island. And lastly, the owners of 
the marshy, sedgy lands which WOJlld be covered, 
and from which they at present procure some twen­
ty tons of coarse llay annually, will be claiming ex­
travagant sums of money as compensation for inju­
ries done to their property. An Act oftbe Provin­
cial Parliament must pass if this scheme be carried 
into effect, and in a clause, commissioners might be 
named to determine the fair demands of the claim­
ants. 

Perhaps nothing-can be of more vital importance 
to the prosperity of an inland commercial town like 
Kingston, Wan the possession of water power. The 
inhabitantl!l oftbe adjoining state .appear to be widely 
awake to this truth. Rochester is a remarkable ex­
emplifying instance; long after Kingston had be­
come a place of some consequence, the trees where 
Rochester now stands Were growing. Look at the 
present contrast between the towns. Little Falls 
and Watertowt, as their name indicate, owe their 
existence to their local situation ; and Oswego is as 
much mdebted, to the mill prh:ileges ari~ing from its 
canal., as to the canafitself. Were Kingston a rna-
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llufacturing town, no reasonable bounds could' be" 
placed to its increase, and that it can easily so be-­
come, has been sufficiently shown to make its in­
habitants take some steps to ascertain -the fact. 

The appearance of the Canal from the Locks at 
Kingston Mills is that of a small desolate lake, the 
waters having flooded the lands to some extent, lea­
ving the trees standing on the uncleared' pal'ts, in a' 
rapidly decaying state. As a matter of course the 
clla1111el of the old creek is lost, hut the canal route 
is marked by stakes driven in the ground, and by 
marks on the trees. The distance to the next lock 
(Brewer's Lower Mill) is ten miles, and the creek 
is followed all the way, except in those places where 
its course is so winding, that partial deviations are 
made to prevent unnecessary travel. In general ex­
ca\'ation is not needed, for the waters are raised so 
much beyond their ordinary level, that all that is ne­
cessary is, to cut a passage between the decaying 
trees. Within two miles of the lock the excava­
tions become more extensive as the creek shoals, 
and on passing the lock, the,bed of the creek is deep­
ened nearly all the way to the next locks, (Brew­
er's U pper Mills) a short two miles. The width is ex­
tremely various and uncertain, from half a mile to 
fifty yards, but as the trees are mostly left standing 
in the water, the width does not appear to' the eye 
so great as it really is. 

It is on this portion of the route, that the green 
vegetable matter floating on the surface of the wa­
ter is so prevalent; this weed goes by the name of 
'Fever and Ague;' this arises from a vulgar error of 
its generating that disease, but since the waters have 
been raised and kept at their present level, intermit­
tents have not been so prevalent as in former days, 
when the old creek used to rise and overflow its 
banks, which it generally did every spring and fall. 
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The country· was then so unhealthy as hardly to be 
habitable. This is explained upon natural prin­
ciples, and is equally applicable to other parts of 
the Canal, where the same result, that of healthful­
ness, has been produced' by the raising of the wa­
ters. The excessive mortality among the laborers 
on the entire line gavea'gloomy promise of a sickly 
country, a forebOding which~has not been realized; 
for intermitten,s and other fevers are not so frequent­
ly met with as ill the more interior parts of the coun­
try. During the present summer, when the writer 
passed along'the canal twice, he did not see nor 
hear of a single case of sic1mess. It must nevert he­
less be acknowledged, that the large quamity of de­
caying vegetable matter, standing and drifting into 
the Canal, must have a tendency to generate mias­
ma and destroy the purity of the atmosphere, but 
not to the extent that was generally imagined: it is 
howevel'an evil that is gradually diminishing as the 
trees are cut down or die of themselves ; and as the 
country becomes more settled, the banks of the Ca­
nal 'will become more contracted and defined; and the 
artificial swamps be in time all recovered from the 
waters. 

This patt of the route has a gloomy and desolate 
appearance; the quantity of dead and dying timber 
horribly offends the eye, and,tite total absence of 
human life inspires- anything but pleasule., From 
Kingston Mills to the locks at Brewer's Upper 
Mills, DCtt'a single human habitation is passed ex­
tept two cottages at the Lower Mill, nOl'the Ieastap­
pearance of a farm or clearing: all is solitude, save 
the scream of the water fowl or the snorting of the 
nery steam-beat asshe·wends her way among the 
,trees in these dreary waters. The sportsman might 
ioowever find pleasure where 110 one else would look 
tor it, for fish and fowl abound; of the· latter the 
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wood ducks are most plentiful, the trees serving 'a!' 

convenient places to build thei,r nests in. 
At Brewer's Lower Mill, (the site of a saw mill; 

now in ruins,) there is one lock whose lift is 13 fee~; 
2 inches. The lock, dam and waste w~ir are built 
of sand stone, and were erected by Mr. Drummond. 
There is no lock house at this station, and the only 
habitations are the small cottages in which the lock 
master and his two laborers reside. From hence to 
the Upper Mill'S, the !lcenery as before described 
continues, except that as the excavations are deeper 
and more numerous, the drowned lands are less.­
There is no scarcity of water, and the depth is never 
less than fiYCjI feet, and in many places much more. 

At the Upper Nlills, ~here are two locks; one of 
12 feet 6 inches lift, and the other of 6 feet, built of 
the same material and by the same architect as the 
last. The dam and waste weir are al"o of stone, the 
former exceedingly strong and 18 feet in height. 
The waters are raised 8 feet, and are backed to a 
prodigious extent in all direc tions, this bein'g the out­
let of nt-my waters, including Dog Lake, Lough­
borough Lake, Cranberry Marsh and Lake, and 
the other lakes more in the interior, with which 
ihc above waters communicate. At this place the 
road to Perth from Kingston crosses the Canal, and 
there is a small hwnlet of a dozen houses, with a 
grist-mill and saw-mill worked with the surplus wa­
.er from the waste weir. ¥r. James Mathewson, an 
extensive lumber merchant, is the occupier of the 
mills, who for public accommodation adds the keep­
ing of a tavern and Dry Goods' store. 

About three quarters of a mile from the Upper 
Mills is the excavation at the Round Tail. At this 
place which formerly was the head of the Cataraqui 
Creek, stood a wooden dam, of which many strange 
tales lire yet told. It derives its name from be-ing-er-



roneously supposed to have been originallyf~l'med by 
round tailed Beavers, butwat;? placed in reality by thee 
proprietors of mills at White Fish Falls~ to preventthe 
wB;ter running down the Cataraqui. . To give the 
reader an imperfect idea of the waters in this section 
of the Canal, a knowledge of which can only be oir 
tained by actual observation, it is necessary to pre-· 
mise, that the western branch of another and larger 
stream, called the Gananoque River, rises in this 
neighborhood, the waters of which came down Jones' 
Falls fro,m the Opinicon and Sand Lakes, and thence 
down the White Fish Falls into the lake below, into 
which'the eastern branch also empties, flowing from 
thence into the St. Lawrence twenty miles below 
Kingston. As mills were erected at White Fish 
Falls, it be.came necessary for the proprietor to darn 
up the waters, which flowing back upon-the low 
grounds, flooded a large extent of country, known 
then and still called by the name of the Drowned 
Lands. By this inundation an artificial communi­
cation was effected between the heads of the two 
streams Gananoque and Cataraqui, so that it became 
imperat;i,'e to erect a dam at the Round Tail to 
maintain the level. Through these 'drowned lands' 
the Canal now passes, and by the Dam already des­
cribed at Brewer's Upper Mills, and by another at 
White Fish Falls, raised upon the base of the old 
one, in ali 18 feet high, Cranberry Marsh, Cranber­
ry Lake, and the Drowned Lands are now raised 
and.kept at their present level, without inundating 
much more land of any value. From the peculiar 
formation of the country, all the good land lies high, 
and marshy lands principally are covered by means 
of the two dam~ It was in contemplation by Mr. 
Clowes, the provincial engineer, but afterwards a­
bandoned by Lieut. Colonel BY, to have descended 
the White Fish Falls into the lake of the same 



name, alld thence through a swamp called Plumb 
Hollow to Irish Lake and the Rideau River. 

It will be observed, that the original idea of pas­
sing through Plum Hollow, founded on 'a presump­
tion that the 100vest summit would be found in that 
quarter, and adopted also on account of that place, 
lying nearly in a direct line from Kingston to the 
mouth of the Rideau, was abandoned, on its.being 
ascp-rtained that Plum Hollow, which appears lo'v 
to the eye from its position in the neighbourhood of 
elevated ridges, was actually 156 feet 49 i! decimais 
higher than Lake Ontario, and consequently 2 feet 
39 decimals above the bottom level of the present 
summit pond. There were other difficulties to be 
surmounted on this route; to supply the summit, 
level, a feeder would have been reql,lired 10 miles 
~:: ~~!'gth from the big bay in the Hideau Lake, the 
construction of which would be a serious affair, as. 
an intervening ridge of limestone, 36 feet above 
the level, would have occasioned a heavyexpendi-' 
ture of money. The summit pond itself would 
not have extended beyond a few hundred yards, 
while the cost incurred for supplying it with water, 
would have tripled that of the route by Jones' Ra­
pids and the lakes. Besides these objections to 
the route by Plum Hollow, two summits would 
have been requisite on that line. The fiats between 
the Round Tail and the White-Fish Falls would 
have become the first summit, from which there 
~'iould have been a descent by two locks at White­
Fish Falls into one of the Gananoque Lakes, called 
White-Fish ur East Lake. From thence the route 
would have led through the Bastard Lakes to the 
second summit at Plum Hollow, and have reached 
the River Rideau by way of Irish Lake and Creek~ 
The line of the Canal is undoubtedly lengthened 
about 20 miles by abandoning_ this course and as. 
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IlUming the more circuitoJ:l,s one hy the hikes; but 
the great saving of expense in tl~e latter, and' the 
benefit which is derived from the rising settlements 
n~ar the Rideau Lake, added to various other con­
siderations, more than outweigh the disadvantages 
of increased length. 

On giving up the route by Plum Hollow, it 
was endeavoured to avoid the expensive work at 
Jones' Rapids, by discovering, If possible an 
easier way of encountering the rise to the sum­
mit at some point westward of those rapids. 'Vilh 
this yiew 'Loughborough, August and Septe!Dber 
Lakes were examined, on the supposition that they 
might be connected with the Opinicon, which lies 
above Davis' Lake; but Loughborough L~ke was 
found to be elevated 177 feet 37 ~ aecimals.above 
·the level of Lake Ontario, and 23 feet 27 decimals 
higher than the summit pond. Another lel'el, 
through Dog, Troy, and Traverse Lakes, to Da­
vis' ,Lake, failed, as a rocky summit of 70 feet 
above the level, presented 'an impassable barrier 
between the two latter lakes. Various other at­
tempts of a similar description proved equally 
abortive, and it became eventually necessary to 
return to the western branch of the River Ganano­
que, and devise the best »leans of surmounting the 
impediments at Jones' Falls; of which uefore a 
description is attempted to be giveQ, a return must 
be made~to the Round Tail, the place where the 
,Canal was last traced to. 

The old dam at the Round Tail as a matter of 
.course has been removed, having been superseded 
cby the one at Brewer's, but as the outlet is small 
and rocky, an excavation has been made on the 

.east side of the- rock through alluvial soil into 
Oranberry.Marsh above. This place, as its name 
jmplies, was JQtmerlya marsh co.vered with cra{V 



berry bushes, and subject to be continually over­
flowed when the waters were high, but in consequence 
of the present increase is converted into a spacious 
lake, covered with floating islands or bogs; for 
strange to say, the cranberry bushes aYJd the soil to 
which they were immediately attached, rose to the 
surface si~nultaniollsly with the water. These float­
ing bogs ha ve at timefl been exceedingly trouble­
some, by slJiftil.g so much as to impede the naviga­
tion, at present they are stationary and it is said are 
jil~t decreasing. Leasing the "'larsh, Cranberry 
Lake is then entered, an irregular piece of 'water, 
three miles lung, on passing \\hi<:h, the Drowned 
Lands commence and continue all the way to Jones' 
Falls, twelve miles from Brewer's Upper ~\liils.­
.:'-bout two miles au the hither side of the Falls, a 
large rock, or small mountain, called Rock Dunder 
is seen to the right, aud through a clift in it, the Ga­
Ilanoque tumbles down a declivity of 26 feet at the 
place so often mentioned, White Fish Falls. Here 
it may be said that the Cataraqui waters terminate. 
but as the water from the Upper Lakes is pre,"entecl 

'hy the dam at the White Fish Falls frol~ runnir.g 
down the Gananoque, and made to descend toware!:,; 
Kingston by the outlet at the Ronnd Tail, the head 
(If the Cataraqui cannot now be elsewhere then at 

the summit pond of the Canal in the Upper Rideau 
Lake. 

It is at Jones' or Long Falls, val'iousl:y termed 
from the name of the proprietor ,and the length of 
the lall, that the most stupendous ·works on the Ca­
llal are erected. The difficulty here to be overcome 
was a rapid II miles long, .in which the stream fell 
61 feet over a narrow rClcky channel, confined with­
in precipitous banks of great elemtion, whic~l re­
tireo more or less from the bed of the river. A cer­
tain rise in the line of the Canal was inevitably to 



'he encllluntered, and DO place could be found 'I)f~ 
senting fewer obstructioIls. The works consist,of 
an immense Dam, a By-wash or· Waste Weir, four 
Locks 'and a large basin; which must all be described 
separately. 

The Dam is built with Blocks of Freestone, back­
ed with rubble masonry to the thickness of 27 feet, 
the wall is 62 feet high from the foundation and is 
about.400 feet long; it is strengthened. by clay and 
gravel to thethicknes!, of 301 feet at the base, but 
slopes up to about 60 feet at top. It forms an arch 
against the water raised by it, and is placed at the 
foot of the rapids, immediately across the bed of 
the stream, between lofty rocks. This dam is with­
out exception the most stupendous aod perfect pf 
its kind in the world, and is alone worth the ex­
pense and trouble of a journey to visit. The 
locks are formed·in the solid rock to the westward 

"of the dam, at a short distance below it, and are of 
the prodigious lift of 15 feet eacll. Although built 
in the same manner and of the same material as tbe 
other locks, yet their size and beauty of workman­
ship have deservedly rendered them celebrated as 
the master piece of the Canal; they owe however 
no small portion of, their reputation to the color of 
the sandstone, which is of.a.peculiarly bright hue, 
and~to the excellent order in wqich they are Il)aintain­
ed and preserved. Between the third and fourth looks 
is a oapacious basin, forIrled on 3.. natural rooky 
ledg.e, of which proper advantage h~i:l been taken . 

. Th~ By-wash or Waste Weir is pla.ced away from 
the dam, on the east side of the entrance to the 

Jocks, and is ex~ayated out of the solid rock. The 
. ~ater~fal.l is nearlyal high ar! the dam, but does 
,Dot de!jcend t~ tPe ravine below in a, ~olid sheet, 
~~eing broken by several ledges. The, works ,,,ere 
'executed by, .Messrs. McKay an,d Redpath, and 

c 
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their total COlit cannm be estimated at much lees 
than £100,000. 

There is no village at this station, nor any Block 
or Lock house, the lock-master and his assistants 
residing in the substantial dwelling houees erected 
for the accommodation of the principal 'I\'orkmen. 
The land is stoney, and little of it i:!l in cultivation, 
but about five miles to the eastward there are good 
and long settled farms. Up to this spot it may be 
truly said that the canal passes through a wilderne:'Jli, 
but from hence to By town, the country is more 
thickly settled, and away from the shores of the lakes 
and along the Rideau River, the land is excellent. 

At Jones' Falls the proper lake navigation com­
mences, the distance from which, to the first locks on 
the Rideau River is 34 miles, and is a constalH suc­
cession of lakes, communicating with each other by 
short and rapid creeks. By means of the dam, 
Jones'Rapids are readily navigated; the course is 
winding, and some beautiful scenery is passed, par­
ticularly the entrance into Sand Lake. This lake 
is a small piece of water about four miles long in its 
greatest extent, and is like all the other lakes through 
which the Canal passes, thickly studded \yith is­
lands, whose appearance is much spoiled by the 
dead timber on the edges of the land, in consequence 
of the water being raised above its natural level. 
This is the case with all the lakes, and is a lOeriollS 
drawback to the otherwise endless variety of land­
scapes they display in almost'as much profusion, as 
the Lago di Como or the most celebrated in exis-­
teuce. 

The route of the Canal crosses Sand Lake, par­
tilling a westerly course, and is marked by large 
barrell painted white stuck upon the top of poles, 
and placed at the water's edge, with here and there 
an Occasional directien board. Three miles and a 



hAlf froRl the F!lll. i. the lock at Davis' Mill, the 
lift of which ill 9 feet; it is built near the bed of the 
creek which connects Sand Lake witQ Lake, Opini-' 
con; a dam of rubble masonry and gravel abutts' 
against the upper end of the Lake, occupying the 
bed of the cree k, the other end.ofit is ne4r the l'e­
maills of the Old Saw-Mill from. which the place 
derives its name. There are only three houses at 
this place two of which are occupied by the lock­
master and his assistants, the other by a farmer;­
a waste-weir has been formed by excavating through 
a narrow rocky ridge, Opinicon Lake is next en­
tered, and the foot of it crossed to the lock at 
Chafey's l\1ill, a distance of two miles.-This 
latter lake is similar in its features to the one just 
passed, arul its g-reatest extent is six miles by 
two. At Chafey's Mill, the lock has a lift of 10 
feet 6 inches, andis like the last built of sand stone; 
there is to the west of the lock a small stone dam 
and a by:-wash. There are three or fouf_habita­
tations here; the widow of the late Mr. Chafey who 
owned the property and kept the mills now mov­
ed, still res.iding on the spot, together with the houses 
of the lock master aqd his assistants • 
. The cre~!; leacliug to Indian Lake above (the 

!;Iext lake that is crossed) has been deepened in 
some places and made wider, but is of no great ex­
tent; a small portion of this lake is passed through, 
and a cut made from it, 200 feet lor.g and 50 feet 
wide, into Clear Lake, a small piece of water about 
five miles in circumference lying between Indian 
and Mud Lakes. It cerives hI name from the trans­
parenc.y ofits water~, which are lome what singular, 
as . Clear Lake is connected with two of the mud­
~iiest lakes on t~e l\/):e. There are !lome fine thri­
",jug settlements on thi.s lake, and the country ¥~ 
p~~;J.lly begi,ns to show the appearance of life and 



animation. Mud Lake is of larger extent than die 
four delicribed, and· takes its name from its muddy 
bottom; there are no low lands villible from th e line 
of canal, and itl! IIhoree are of a similar dellcription 
to the other lakes, bold and rocky, abounding with 
pine and hemlock, with now and then a better des­
cription of timber. The entrance from Clear Lake 
i. not good and needs improvement; it i. narrow, 
crooked and rocky, with barely room enough for a 
steam-boat to pass with a barge in tow. 

Among the marvellous tales told at Montreal to 
deter emigrants from coming to the Upper Provin ee 
by the Rideau navigation, is the following: "on en­
tering Mud Lake, a large scoop or ehovel is placed 
into the hands of each passenger, who will be com­
pelled to enter the water, and make a way through 
the soft mud for the steam-boat to pass, the passage 
filling up as the vessel passes." The water upon all 
the lakes has been raised several feet, and the depth 
in no place ille~ than ~ix O.I ~even feet, but oftelO\ 
much more. 

Between Mud Lake and the Upper Rideau Lake 
is a neck of land about a mile long, technically 
distinguished on this navigation as 'The Iethmus.' 
Through this neck ofland an excavation has been 
made, partly through clay and partly through rock, 
of the depth offrom 3 to 26 feet, being in places bank­
ed up to maintain the level, with a width of 48 feet on 
the surface of the water. A lock with 4 feet lift is 
placed on the Mud Lake side, but no dam or waste 
weir is needed. A substantial Block House, capa­
ble of garrisoning a company of infantry is erected 
a short distance from the lock; its basement story 
is square and built of stone, surmounted with -;" 
heavy frame upper story, much in the shape. 
though not so large, as the ordinary Block Houses 
in Kingston and other parts of the province. The 



western end of the cut which. communicates with 
the Upper Rideau Lakeis somewhat difficult to na. 
vigate, owing to the' trees having been. cut down, 
leaving stumps about two or three feet high stand­
ing in the water, which has' been raised by the dam 
at the N ar!ows to the required height. The imme­
diate channel is not easy to k.eep in dark nights, 3S 

the only guides to steer by are two long poles placed 
50 yards apart in the deep water, through which all 
vessels must enter or depart. It would be easy to 
remedy this inconvenience, by making, the entrance 
to the cut more conspicuous and. broader, and by 
staking it on bMh sides all the way to the mouth of 
the excavation. 
During the progr.ess.ofthe· wOl'ks this spot was very 

nnhealtll3', but since their completion, and the wa­
te'rs have been maint<tined at their prellent level, the 
place has nearly lost its character for insalubrity. 
The works were partly contracted for and partly 
executed by persons in the· immediate employ of 
Government. There is a small and increasing vil­
lage now erecting at this interesting situation;. 
the country on either side is fast settling and. in 'a 
thriving state, and every thing bids fair to indicate 
future prosperity; indeed there are few p-Iaces 011 

the Rideau Navigation ·to -which a preference could 
be given.with:propriety by the merchant, lllmberer or 
a gl'iculturist. 

TJle Upper Rilleau Lake is, tbe summit level of the 
Canal. This lake originally fOfmed part of the 
great Rideau Lake, but a dam having been erected 
at a spot called the Narrows, it has been formed 
into a seperate lake; it is of the same size asMud 
Lake, but in addition to its own waters, there. are 
several extensi\le lakes lying west of the line on the 
same level or above it with which it communicate!>', 
beeides an arm of the Rideau called the West Ri· 
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deau Lake, which stretches off in a south-westerljr 
direction. There can be no cause to dread 11 scar­
city of water, for with the most extensive trade that 
can be anticipated, the summit pond will Iltill re­
main an inexhaustible reservoir during the most arid 
seasons. The elevation of the summit level above 
Lake Ontario is 161 feet 10 inches, and above the 
waters of the Ottawa 292 feet 5 inches. In one 01' 

two printed documents this elevation is different­
ly stated, but according to the lifts of the locks 
It IS as is here given. The distance from Kings­
ton to the centre of the Lake is 4H miles, from 
By town 8j miles, and from Broch"ille 40 miles. 

In this neighbourhood there are many florishing 
settlements, and a small village lies to the west. This 
is a tract of country highly worthy the attention of 
the emigrant, for the land is generally good, the 
best timber being continually to be met with, and 
in addition to the 101V price of land, which varies 
from five to fifteen shillings currency per acre, the 
easy and speedy conveyance of produce to the best 
markets, Kingston, By town and Montreal is an 
advantage that Cdnnot be overlooked. 

The whole of these waters "bound with the finest 
fish; those commonly met with are Salmon Trout, 
Black Bass, Pike, Pickerel, Catfish and Siscoes; 
the abundance of which would be sufficient of it­
self alone to maintain twice or three times the pre­
lIent population of the country. Among the birds 
that are commonly lIeen may be enumerated, va­
nous kinds of 'Vater Fowl, Pigions, Black-birds, 
Woodpeckers, Cranes, Fish-Hawks, King-hirds, 
with an occasional bald-headed E~'Jle. Deer are 
very numerous in the woods, as is also that species 
of the Pheasant known in Canada bv the name of 
Partridge, but differing essentially fr'om the english 
bird of the snme name. 
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At the N211TO\'l'S, 4! mileO! from the bthmu5, therf! 
is a.-woden dam extending across the water a dis­
.tance of 400 yards, dividip.g the Upper Rideau from 
the Rideau Lake. The lock, whose lift is 4 feet 9 
inches, is built of landstone,·aild is the last formed with 
this beautiful description of building material. From 
Brewer's Mills to this place inclusive, all the locks 
are built of sandstone j from hence to Burritt's Ra 
pids a grey or silicious limestone is used, a:ld from 
thellceto By town another description of the same 
stone, termed compact limestone, ito made use of~­
There ill a Block House at this station not quite fi­
nished, of the same form and dimensions as the one 
at the Isthmus, which with a few scattered cott~ges 
comprise the e:xtent of habitations. 

From the lock at the Narrows the Rideau Lake 
is entered; this magnificent sheet of water is 17 
miles long, with a breadth varying from half a mill" 
to 7 miles, studded with islands in every part, and 
abounding with the most interesting and varigated 
landscapes. The route of the canal crosses this lake 
in its extreme length, and descen ds the Rideau Ri­
ver, of which it i$ the headwater, to the locks at the 
let Rapids a distance of 19~ miles. Many small 
rivers and creeks empty themselves into the Rideau 
Lake, among which the Tay is the most important; 
this river flows out of a lake to the westward, waters 
Perth, a small town containing 1000 inhabi~ants, the 
capital of the Bathurst District, and diseharges it­
self into the Rideau Lake at its northern extremity. 
'1'0 Perth a small canal has been made by a Joint 
Stock. Company, with the authority of an aet of the 
Legislature. As the last report of the directors con­
tains a description of this Canal it is here subjoined. 

. .. REPOR~. 

The Directors of the Tay navigation Company 
in laying this report before the Stockholders, think 



~roper 10 explain, that although they did- not com-­
municate the progress of the works at the close oC 
the year 1832, they nevertheless felt much anxiety 
to gratify those whose means had enabled the COl1)­
pany to commence operations; but the unfavorable 
Dature of the weather during that season and ths 
swollen state of the River, together with the pre­
vailing sickness, prevented the Directors from pro­
secuting the work as they contemplated when they 
madC! their report at the close of the year 1831.­
N ow however after the close of another seal!on the 
Directors have much pleasure in bringing the sub­
ject under the notice of the Stockholders, and in 
announcing to them the entire completion of the 
works fi-om the Rideau Lake to the Town of Perth, 
with the exception of the hanging of one pair of 
Lock Gates, so that at the op~ning of the Spring, 
the navigation will he in perfect readiness for all the 
commercial purposes of that section of the province, 
and as the several parts of the work have been exe­
cuted in the most substantial manner, there cannot 
exist a doubt but that the ensuing year will test the 
advontages to be derived by the public from the im­
provement of the navigation of the River Tay, and 
also the return which the Stockholders may expect 
to derive from the funds which they so liber~lIy con­
tributed in aid of an nndertaking, which confers 
the benefits of a water communication with a popu­
lous part of the Province hitherto rendered al­
most inaccessible by the bad quality of the principal 
coads. 

At an early period of the undertaking, it was 
thonght by the Engineer, Mr. Jackson, that fou·c. 
dams, and an equal nnmber of locks wonld he found 
sufficient to surmount the obstacles in the naviga­
tion, but aftel· the completion of lock No.3 it was 
ascertained that the necessary height to raise the 
water to the head of McVitie'::; rapid, wonld cause 
much damage to private property by the overflow­
ing of a considerable quantity of land, which in­
duced the Directors to lower this level and construct 
one lock more than was originally intended. This 
extra expenditure, altogether unforeseen by the 
Company, induced the Directors to build this lock 
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of timber, but they have every reason to hope that 
the quality of the workmanship, and materials will 
ensure its duration for many yearl!l. It remains now 
(or ,the Directors to explain the nature and extent 
of the several partiJ of the work which the Stock­
holder!! entrusted them with the management of, and 
in doing so it is respectfully hoped that ifin bring" 
iug the undertaking to a close, the period of time 
has extended to one year more than they at first as­
sured the public was sufficient for its entire accom­
plishment, they cannot but flatter themselves that 
tmder the embarra&sing circumstances with which 
they have had to contend, the public will admit that 
few instances will be found where so much has been 
done with means so limited as those Dlaced in the 
hands of the Directors. • 

Lock No.1, is a substantial piece of rubble ma­
sonry, and is entirely finished, with the exception 
of the lower pair of gates; which it was found im­
practicable to hang in consequence of the great depth 
of water set into the lock by the works Oil the Ri­
deau Canal: the resident Engineer at By town hav­
ing kindly promised to lower the level of the Rideau 
Lake, the Company will thus be enabled to finish 
that very difficult part of their labor, whieh has al­
ready cost many hundred' pounds in vain attempts 
to exclude the water from this lock. Besides the 
dam connected with this lock, the~e is a n:gulating 
dam on the natural channel which is used as a waste 
weir to this and the next lock. 

Lock No.2, also of stone, with its dam and con­
duit are in a state of perfect completion, and has 
frequently been used during the past season. 

Lock No.3, a stone structure of similar work­
manship to those described, is also, with the dam 
snd flood gates connected with it, in perfect readi­
ness for the business of the spring. 

Lock No. 4 built during the past season, of 
timber, together with the necessary dam, and a se­
parate waste weir are also ready for use, except the 
hanging of the gates which will be done the middle 
of next month ... 

Lock No.5, of stone, built also during the pre­
Itent year, has 'been frequently used and has been. 



found to answer exceedingly well; the dam of' this 
lock raises the water up to the level of the Town of 
Perth, where it was found necessary, in order to 
afford convenient room for steam-boats, to excavate 
!l basin in a piece of low ground i'n the centre of the 
town. The work was one of much difficulty, owing 
to the swollen state of the river during the two last 
summers, and especially in consequence of the wet­
ness of the weather in the months of August and 
September in 1832. It is satisfactory however to 
be able to state, that the excavation is finished, and 
the water let into the basin, and that it is 1aced round 
\\ ith a stone wall of three feet in thickness, and pre­
sents a convenient sheet of water of 160 feet by 120, 
with a \\ heIr! of' 40 feet wide surrounding it. Be­
sides tl1l'S2 ,yorks the Directors have built two swing 
briclg'cs 1u1' the passa.ge of vessels at places where 
I)ricig:os were constructed previous to the passi'lg of 
,1:" "\c! incol'po1'atins- the Company. 

Thus it will be observed that the Directors haye 
erected [) locks, 6 dams and waste weirs, ;2 swing 
bridr::c3, l,,>ides seve"fal embankments in order to 
r~iJlCer tIle Tay navis-able to the Town of Pert.h for 
vessels o[ nineteen and a half feet beam and draw­
in" 3,\ L:Ll water. The whole distance from the Ri­
de~au -L_:c.e to the ba~in above described is eleven 
m:l,,~. 

\nth resp,~ct to the financial concerns of the com­
pany, the l)!!'(:ctO"s have to state that the expendi­
ture 1(;{ the whole of the works detailed above, a­
mounts to £5000. £2000 are owing by the com­
pany for loans received IIpon the security of proper­
ty which they possess at Perth, and a balance of lit­
tle short of £1000 is still due to mechanics, labor­
ers and others for services, materials, and provi, 
!3iclls; to meet this debt the company have no funds, 
and as many of the individuals are in circumstances 
of necessity, the Directors feel deep concern on the 
subject. • 

W. illORRIS,-President, 

J.McKAY, I G. II. READE 
R. MATHESON, . 
W. R. F. HERFORD, Directors. 
A. FRASER. 
H. GRAHAM, 

Perth, 21st December, 1833. 



35 

During the present summer, several uttt.mpts have 
been made to hang the gates of the lower lock, but 
hitberto without-effect, so that in point of fact the 
canal is at present almost useless. W-hen this diffi­
culty is ovel'come, whicb appears to be of a trivial 
nature, the Tay Canal will form a useful adjunct to 
the Rideau navigation, as the settlements round a­
bout Perth are of a highly important cha~acter. An 
abbreviated table of the toUs charged on this Canal 
is annexed. 
TOLLS CHARGEABLE ON THE TAYNAVIGATION. 

Dry Good_, Wines, Spirits, &co 

Iron_and Sea Cval, 
Flour per Bauel, 

Salt, do. 
Pot and Pearl a.he. per do. 

Beef, Pork, Apples, do. 

Plaster of Pari., do. 

. Cider and Whiskey, do. 
Wheat. per buohel, 

Oats, do. 

Other grain, do. 
Oak Timber per eubic (oot, 

Other ~i~ber do. 
Saw logs each, 

Pipe Stave. per 1000, 

Plank and Board. per 1000 feet, 

Shingle. per 1000, 

Mill Stones per pair, 

GrindAtones per ton, 

per ton, 
do. 

Charcoal and Lime plr 100 busbels, 

Sand do. 

Each patlsenger. 

Neat Cattle and HOlSeI elich, 

Sheep, pigs, andoealYeo eack, 

QlIITiageB, waggonl &c. Ncb. 
Aza.I .. DO' 8DII/Deratlid per .-.n 

s. d. 
5 0 
2 tl 

0 3 

0 2 
0 9 

0 tl 

0 (; 

0 6 
0 O~ 

0 01 
0 Oi 
a 01 
0 011 
0 I! 

10 0 

1 fI 

0 ~ 
S 0 

!l 15 

I • 
I It 
() :I 
0 , 
• 3 
I 3 

• 3 



36 

The Rideau Lake and the country back on all 
sides are full of florishing farms and rising settle­
ments. The valuable and romantic property of the 
Provincial Surveyor and Lumber lvierchant, Reu­
ben Sherwood Esq. lies on the east si~e of the lake 
a few miles from the Narrows, and still further 
down the village of Portland is discovered, a place 
which bears promise of being soon of some notoriety. 
The mail from Brockville to Perth crosses the lake 
at a contracted part, named Oliver's Ferry, about a 
quarter of a mile wide, 13 miles from the Narrows 
and 7 miles from Perth. The Navigation Tay Com­
pany ha ve erected a Warehouse on an island, where 
they receive and ship goods to and from Perth by 
the passing steam boats. Although this lake is of 
such extent, no vessel except the regular steam 
boats is seen on its waters, and the only boats in use 
appear to be only a few birch or log canoes, danger­
ous. to handle at all times, but particularly so to in~ 
experienced persons. One would imagine that the 
many accidents occurring from the exclusive use of 
these fragile craft would teach the inhabitants the 
propriety of employing some more substantial ves­
sels forthe transport of themselves and property. 

The Rideau River at the place it issues from the 
lake is about a furlong wide, but its natural width 
has been much increased by the dams formed to 
give a thorough depth of water over the rapids and 
shoals. Its banks, which are sufficiently steep to 
prevent much land from being overflowed, are co­
vered with fine timber of every kind, but the most 
of it is in a decaying state from the raising of the 
water. A small bay, called Saw Log Bay is paB­
~ed 011 the left hand, at the head of whicR a small 
stream -discharges into the Rideau. Four miles 
from the Rideau Lake are the 1st Rapids, at which 
place a wooden dam is thrown across the stream 



,:tbeUllm which is made of\YQod, backs the water sM-
· t!ciently to aliow the canal to enter nn excavation 

011 the right bank of the river; dlis excavation aild 
l-ali the others from he:nce to ]Jytown, are over 'fifty 
feet wide on the surface, with sloping bunks ; tbe 
soil of this is partly clay and partly rock: haifa 
mile from the entrance oC the cut" {lne lock is erect­

.eu; its lift is 7 (,'ct & jricl~es, and the callal enters 
,the rive!" agah ha-lf a Rlile below it. (i)pposite the 
lock, ,Oocl"burn Creek discharges ,itself into the Ri-

· <lea)l at the head of a large bay.fo~ined by a bClltl in 
the \:ivcr; the illhahitHl'ts of dIe neighorin~ to,,'n-

· f'hips, have lately manifested an intention to connect 
; thecanal'lvi;.!J the :i\lississippi Vlraters by means of 
this cree1-~ and an excavation not 'exceeding fi~e 
m,iles i:l lLngth. The improvement, ifcompieted, 
will open a u::;at naVigation for si.xty rniles,.through 
(he townships of Dec!-;\\ith, Ramsay, LlInark and 
·Dal·ho1l8ic, as I;ell as form a feeder to the' canal. 
A small hamlet, called by an uncouth East Inui.,n 
·narile, which (~e.ser\'es 1I0t to be recorded, is built 
at this pkce.; ii is in a languishing condition, not 
I.DOI:e than ha-lf a dozen llOuses.or rather huts b~iiilg 
~~r.aIHecl. The first Uapids nre balf way between 
Kingston Rnd ~y,t()'WR, being 63 miles distant ·from 
,each tOWIl. 

Two miles and {l half below the first Rapids, t,lle 
,,·mage of ·.Smith's Falls is, situated,. The can.al 
\forkEl, wbich 1ll'C on the right bank of the river, con­
sit1t af fOlll'locks, (1 detached· und 3 in cOlltinoa-. 
don,) a lawg-e lHl$i II , a watl!e-weir and U lIl10reaUJe 
bddge. A st~l1Ie d,am is throw/l acroS$ the ri,ver be­
Iow.the first loc!<;, passing which lin ex~ll\'lltjon amd 
basin are_ellter~, and the 3 locks then approac~I~. 
l,h:er the 31:d lock the moveable arj~ iepu&!l,d 
~ide \~hen 'n,ceded. The lift "rthe fourlockl COIn­

biflti4 mnount,sto 33 feet 9 incll'" Tb~ height DC 
D 



the (}ams at Smiths' Fa'lls and some otberstatioits 
011 the Rideau River is not given, by :reason of 'fa-=­
lJ'ious sources of auqui.red information In6terially dif­
feting in ,their statements; Vhe writer's notes say 9 
foet, some pr.inted papers give 28 feet, while 'otbetls­
again diminisb the alti-tude 10 7 feet. ltmBy ap­
pear singular that a matter so easyat' 'beiugascer­
tained as the height of clams, cOu'ld Rot readily:be 
'Procured; but strange as it may seem, the faetia 80; 

·and lest the publication of this pamphlet should be 
,deferred to an indefinite ,period, by allowing time 
for an application to the Board of Ordnance in Eng­
land, it has been sent to pI"eSS in its imperfect state. 
In places however where the height of the dam is 
given, it may be relied upon as (lorreat. The em­
bankments at the basin and other parts orthae ell:­
'tensive works are said not to 'be In the most.perteet 
etate of ' repair, several leakages having maile their 
appearance, which threaten much expense in e~ 
tually remedying. 

Smith's Falls, upon which some mins were <situ­
nted, owned by a man of the name of Smith, de­
'lives its name from a succession of rapids orSlnt611 
falls in the Rideau; it is the most flourishing village 
en the whole line of the Canal; it is built'on the 0p­
posite side 'of the river to that on which the loe~ 
&c. are situated, and a rough though strong 'tt'ooden 
bridge connects them. The streets of the village 
are regularly laid out; it eontains6 merchants' stores, 
1 grist and 2 saw mills, 2 taverns, post offioe, 'and 
about 30 or 40 houses. Two resident cle.-gyrnen bt!­
longing t<l the Established Chu-rchandKirk-ofS.ot­
laud dwell in the viUage; two miles distant 'thet'e ;s 
an Episcopal Churelt, and a Presbyterian e1t6pe118 
.bout to be erected, a grtlflt havirtgpassed me last 
Byuod ;in addition, i physician and .uodt,. me­
"cbanics are l!e,,}ed and ·doiDl'Wt!ll. TIw 40dntry 



QIliilll rtidil$'Ut in a good EltatE)- oti cllhivati0JJ, a»du. 
~~lJme facility of conveying 1"~od\loe. t{), III,Qrk~~ 
Imc\ procuring supplies in l'et\Jrn fllom MQntreal b)'l 
the Canal, must inevitably, in the course of a few· 
l8a(S, raise this rising and promising village into a 
town of second rate importance.. . 

IHhould have been observe~ befor-&. that the lAi­
d,eau River when it leaves its paren~ lake, takes an 
almost due easterly OOluse, which it maintain~ until: 
Maitlaml's Rapids are ~H!.l!fled,. a di!!tance of ~5 
m~l~; it then shapes its. course more to the BOrth­

W!Il«l for abOllt 20 miles, when having r.eceive4 Ul~· 
souUl branch of the Rideau in the Long Level, it 
takes a due northerly direction all the way to the 
Ottawa. This is mentioned to account for the fact. 
of the three principal villages, Smith's Falls, Mer,. 

, I'icksville, and KemptvilJe being aU equi-d~stant W<mlJ 
Brockville and Prescott; the latter being only 26 
miles from Merricksville, from which places the, 
whole of this latter part of the country used to .be 
supplied with European and other manufactured, 
goods. The Canal at pl'esent b~inging these com,. 
modities to the farmers' very dOOl'liI" and takins, 
away at the same time the means of payment, !mil 
sO much bettered their condition, 8j3 to cause a very 
different appearance in the state of th.eir houses aoil 
f~rms to be already visible. 

About a mile below Smith's ~alls." at a 'st'<ltion 
c;alIed Old Slys, there are two. cQntinuous locks 
erected, with a combined lift of 15 feet 6 inches.­
They are built on the same side of the river as the 
last locks; and on passing tlJem, the canal enters a 
cut by the side of the river of about a mile in l.ength. 
There is a stone dam immediately 1;l~low the locIc;s. 

One mile l~er down on the opposite side of th~ 
I;iv~r, at the station called EdmQnds~ there is lloclt 
qf ~o feet 10 inche$ liftt p",evij)~st~ vallsing w.blch. 



an excavation Ott furlong in length M entered. Aif 
extensive stone d..,., 300 yards long, is built beloW' 
die lock, wieh a fall of water through the sluice f)P 
11 feet. . 

The next-lock is at Maitlands, distant 4~ mile!!;: 
its lift is 4 feet 9 inchefl, alld is situated 011 the same 
side onhe river as the last. There is a small exca­
vation 200 yards long; and a st'JIle dam 100 yards­
ill length, builr in- a circular form, is tIn'owl. acrGSs' 
the river. 'There is nothing particularly striking' at 
these three stations, nor has the river any peculiari­
ties worthy ofdeseription; it~ bl'eadth and depth are 
nearly uniform by means of the dams, and the coun­
try appears tolerably well settled, although not mnch­
located on the immediate banks ef the river, This 
is chiefly on account af the gre:lt prices dc'manded' 
by the holders of iand in this vicinity; whf) to their' 
great shame be it said, nre holdi)!,;' back from ma­
king sales, under the expectation of a great and ge­
neral demand for land all alor.g' the banks of the Ri­
deau. That such will be the case in time t'lere carr 
be nO' doubt, b.t it is a moot point, w hethel' it would' 
not be mOl'e advantageous to hnd ownC:I'~, to' sell at 
moderate or even low prices, and inCre::1~2 their ca­
pital by develloping the riches and resources of thiS' 
interesting section of the province. . 

Two. miles below Maitlan:t'tl, hish Crc~k fuliS' 
into the Rideau, through which 1L will b~ remember­
ed', it was first in contemplation to bring the Canal 
from the Gananoque Lake through Plulll Hollow r 
it is a stream <if trifling importance, MCi'l'icksv,ille 
or Merrick's Mills, aS'it is variously termr:d. is the 
next station, distant 81 miles, fllerricbn ille is the­
largest village on the Canal; it has sprllng up since 
the commencement of the works, '111[1 bids fail' to in­
crease and prosper. It is nO't much larger than 
Smith's Falls, which place it strongly" resemhlesil 



with the exception oC being situated on the opposi te 
of the river. It is distant, as before remarked, but 
26 miles from Prescott, with a tolerable road; the 
country has been long settled and is in a thriving 
state, and although not considel'ed to be quite s(} 
flourishing as Smiths' Falls, Merricksville is a good 
and improving situation for the merchant, trader or 
mechanic. Merrick's Mills are on the bed of the 
river before the village, arid consist of Grist and 
Saw mills in active operation. 

Two miles below Merricksville is Clowe's Quar­
ry, at which place there is one lock, whose lift is 10 
feet 6 inches; this is situated on the western side of 
the stream: immediately below it, there is a stone 
dam, 110 yards in length, with a fall of water over 
it of nine feet; the dam is built in a semi-circular 
form, and the effect produced by the cataract is ex­
tremely beautiful. After getting through the lock, 
an excavation commences half a mile long: on one 
side of the excavation, for a third of the distllnce, 
there is a stone embankment. Another dam about 
100 yards long, with a fall of 7 feet is next passed. 
On leaving the excavation, the river is kept for a 
short distance, and the canal enters another exca­
vation on the opposite side. Passing Nicholson's 
Upper Lock, an extensive basin, 500 yards in length, 
commences; this basin is narrow, with a stone em­
bankment on one side, and high ground on the 0-

ther. Nicholson's lower lock is then passed, and 
the river becomes the canal again. The whole dis­
tance between Clowe's and Nicholson's does not 
exceed thl'ee quarters of a mile. The combined lift 
of the two locks is 15 feet 2 inches. 

From Nicholsonts to Burritt's Rapids, the next 
station, is thre~ miles, and the canal passes through 
the best cultivated, and most populous section of 
country on the whole line. About a mile before the 
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Jock is reached, the canal enters a natu:'al gully, 
in some places very deep, which must at some remote­
period have been the channel of the river. A few 
yards below the entrance, a wooden dam is built, of 
height sufficient to divert a portion of the stream in­
fo its former water course. Over this gully, and 
likewise over the Rideau River, a large heavy wood­
en bridge is erected, similar in structure and np~ 
pearance to that at Kingston Mills. i\ rather unu­
sual sight here presents itself-a handsome Episco­
paI-Church upon a rising ground, betokening a state 
of society not altogether expected. 

At Burritt's there is one lock, with a lift of 10 
feet 6 inches, which being passed, tbe Rideau- is 
once more entered and krpt for the distance of near­
ly 27 miles. 'l'his stati-on makes the third division 
on the canal, being toget\JE:f with the isthmus, the 
places from which the timber duties are calculated, 
as will be explained hereafter. It is 40l; miles from 
By town and 86 miles irOlll Kingston. At this sta­
tion a Block House: was commenced, but when the 
stone work was finished it was abandoned, and it re­
mains doubtful, whether or not it will eHr be com­
pleted: 

From Burritt's Rapids to tbe lo(;ks below Long: 
Island Rapids is what is called the Ion!]' level uf tbe 
canal, being a distance of ~4 miles witllOut rapid of 
any kind, and 3- miles more of rapid waters over­
come by the works at the foot of Long Island. The 
rivcr in this !Jart of the callal is a bread ,;nd deep 
stream, raised at·tificially about 3 feet at Burritt's, 
and nearly 30 feet at Long Islnnd. Six miles be­
low Burritt's, the soutl! branch of the Rideau enters 
the greatet· stream; it is a large river almost equal 
in size to the latter. Three miles up this branch, 
the rising and flourishing village of Kemptvilleis 
situated, with navigable water to the canal. _ Kempt--



,·me is about equal in extent, importance and popu-' 
lation to Merrkksville, and like the latter place" 
bids fair to become' a place of some conseq,lIence. 
For the next twenty mHes the route is dull and un­
varying; few clearings to he seen on ei ther side of the' 
ri:ver, and nothing obsel·ved in their stead to enliven 
(he (h:eary solitude. Three miles from the locks: 
heiow Long Island, the head of that isl.md is pas­
sed; the ri ler at this place divides itself into two< 
unequal strrams, the largest and eastern brandt be­
ing the one used for this navigation From the' 
head of the island' to. the fo04:, used formerly to be 
one continued rapid, highly dangel·ollS ruld difficult 
to pass; at present, 'Hying to the dam about to be­
mentioned, no difierence between this portion o.f the' 
level and those above i,t can be perceived. 

The worl,;s below the Island are extensive; they: 
consm of a stone dam 30 feet high and 200 feet 
wide: three locks in continuation of 27 feet lift com­
bined: two stone waste-weirs neal' the locks, and a 
third at some di'Stance up the nOl1hern branch, com­
m unicating with a cut, down which runs most of the' 
spare water, which enters the Rideau again a few 
hundred yards below the locks. These by-washes 
are constructed to meet any extraordinary quantities 
of water, which by freshets or other causes, maydes-­
eend the river and impede the navigation. The 
locks &c. are situated immed'iately below the island" 
where the two brao'Ches unite" and were built by T. 
Phillips, Esq. of Montreal, who, also contracted for 
the' works at DIack ~apids. 

About a quarter of a mile below Long Island, the­
mouth of the Goocwooc! or River Jock is passed. 
This stream rises to the westward, and after water­
ing the rising V91lage of Richmond, (distant 21 millls 
£l'om the canal,) empties itself into the Rideau,­
Some intention exiats of Il'laking the Goodwood, nll-
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.i~able to Richmond, an enterprize that will asSt!­
redly be carried into eti"ect in a very short time· 
Richmond is a place of some trade and im partance ; 
it is situated on the high road between Perth and 
HytowlI, in the midst of flourishing military settle­
ments. 

The next station is at HYack Rapids, distance 5 
miles; at this place there is a stone dam with the 
water flowing over it, and one lock of 9 feet [) 
inches lin. This station passed, three miles further 
down, the celebrated works at the Hog's Baek are 
reached. This station derived its name from a large 
rock having the appearance of the back of a hog, 
lying in the midst of the rapids. Two futile at­
tempts were made, at very great expense, to erect a 
dam sufticiently strong to resist the freshets in 
Spring and Fall. 'l'he present one promises to be 
permanent; it is not fornled as the other large dams 
are, of rubble masonry, but to the eye appears to be 
one extensive mass of rock and stones placed in 
somewhat regulnr order across the bed of the river, 
which is here comparatively of great width. Its 
height is 45 feet; the width at the surface is irregu­
la!·, but averaging 30 1eet, while the width at the 
base must be immense, in consequence of the very 
gradual slope towards the bottom of the water. The 
great body of t he waters is caused by this dam to 
tlill down two artificial cataracts, on the eastern bank 
of the river \\ ilh prodigious force and noise; and 
the whole scene, if viewed at a time when the Ri­
deau is at all s·.'ioll~n, is one capable of inspirillg tne 
highest gratification. 

At the Hog's Dack the canal leaves the river, 
which pursuing its course, falls into the Ottawa half 
a mile below By town. The extensive Flour mill;!, 
erected by '.i.'hos. McKay I Esq. (one of the contrac­
tors on the canal,) at a village of his own, called.New 



E-d'!nDur;h, \\ l1'ieh ought to be chang,edi ta' tl~e £oRr 
deau Falls/' are bujlt OLI th-e- ea'81e'I"I'1 lIa'ok af dIe rP 
ver, on the very prccipice ove, whith the RhlelllJl 
tumbles into tJ)c Otta'~-a, a heig"ht of 36 feet. The@e' 
imas are presunn~d to be the be",t ill Upper Canada r 
not~xcepting those' bel'Ooging to l\'lessl':>. McDonalLlo 
at Gananoque. 
, From the Hog's TJa'ck to Byt()wll an e:oc:cavation is' 
IIOg;- a distance of rather more thn'l11i \'e nllle!'. T-"o' 
tock~ (one a guard lock) are situated on the western' 
side of the I-h'er, hl the fmmecliate vicinity of the' 
dam; the lift of these lock" is 13 feet 6 ihch~8, com-' 
billed. 'file excavation foHows the course ot the 
liver for a mile on it:'! high hanks, until two locks 
present themselves at the station called Hertwells; 
the lift of these locks is 11 feet each. I<'l'om hence 
to By town the excavation in a direct line crosscs 
"Dow's Great Swamp;" this part of the line can­
not be called an excavation, since more correctly 
speaking, it is partly a na'Lural swamp wi-th- high em­
bankments, sometimes on one side only, and some­
times on both. It has been regretted by many gel;' 
tlemen, competent to judge of the project, that the 
canal did not follow a natural ullclulation of the land, 
and enter the Ottawa above the Chaudiere Fall~ 
and Rapids. This it is said could have been dono 
with as liltle expense as taking the canal to ily­
town, while the £100,000 expended in the 8 locks 
aud other necessary work,; ill thnt town, might ha\'o 
beert better employed in surmounting' the Chaudiel:0' 
Falls, and rendering the Ottawa navigable to the 
head of the Lac e1u Chatts. 

The canal terminates at By town in a large basin, 
from which stell4llbOalS and bal'gos cau descend to 

the Ottawa by eight loci,s, between a cleft in the 
high banks of the river, into a capacious bay, pro­
tected naturally from wind and current. [t is said, 
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that the ad\'untages of this bay prevented Lleut .. 
Colonel By from entertaining any serious concepti!)!}, 
of the plan before mentioned. 

These locks are a chef d'reuvre in the art of can a}.. 

ling; they are built in continuation, and tbe lift oti 
each is ten feet, the first alone excepted, whose· lift, 
is 12 feet. A handsome stone bridge, ere{!ted by. 
the Sappers and Miners, crosses the canal between 
the basins and locks, and unites the two "ill ages. of 
Upper and Lower By town. A substantial stone 
warehouse is erected on each side of the locks, oq.. 
cupied by the Engineer Department, under whose 
especial direction the whole of the canal is placed. 
A by-wash, with a pair of flood gMes issues fFom the, 
basin, and by means of a long ditch, a disgusting, 
feature in the lower town, communieates with the 
Ottawa. 

Seven years ago, the whole of the population oE 
nytown consisted of one family, that of Mr. Sparks; 
at pre!!ent two large villnges are in a flourishing state 
of existence, with a united population of nearly two' 
thollsand souls. The Upper town is divided from 
the lower by the canal and an extensive military re­
serve, upon which are erected Barracks and othe~ 
Government buildings. This situation is exceed~ 
ingly strong and capable of being fortified as to be 
nearly impregnable. The lower town is the largest 
and most populous, the upper town is the better 
built and in the higher state of prosperity, most of 
the richer merchallts having la~ely removed thither. 

By town contains a Catholic church, an Episcopal 
church, a Presbyterian church, and a Methodist 
chapel; these are all handsome edlfices and are 
well attended. The streets are broad and the house~ 
partly built of stone, brick or wood, are erected with 
a considerable portion of taste and elegance. A. 
bra.ncb of the Upper Canada, and an Ag.en~y of tb~ 



Coftunetcial Bank!! a-rehete established, Imd a very 
-l_ge'business is at all times carried on, particularly 
in1be'limber and provision trades. When the re-
80urces of the Rideau Canal become more devel­
lop'ed, By town must become -a ·place of the utmost 
iwportance; and should the two provinces of Upper 
and-Lower Canada-become united, it,will, in conse­
quence of its i~land situation, stand the beSI chance 
-Of becoming the seat of gove,nment. By town, is 
situated upon lah.dWhich was' purchased by Eatl 
Dalhoueie,then(}overnor -in -Chief, for the use of 
'Government when the -Rideau Canal was first .con­
templated. This laild was pur-chased, not only on 
account of its offering the-most favorable BIte for dre 
-milt eight Locks af the Canal, but also as affording 
II valual>lelocality for a Village, or Town, for -the 
'lodging ofattificers, and alher-necessary 3ssi!ltants. 
Accordingly, when the work was commenced in the 
:Pall ufl826, it was placed in the hands of Lieut. 
Colonel By, with orders, -to have it eorrectly sur­
....eyed, }lnd laid oft" in' lotso'f'certain dimensions, to 
be granted atcotilmg to the means of settlers, .00 

payment ofan annual ground rent to the CroW of 
l.·.o'Slimings-aniHi~bi:pence steding. The Loca­
tioD ticket to contain the positive condition, of erect­
'iog a house within twelve m-onths, covering-not lees 
than:thitty'feet square of ground, to be placed on 
iJie 'line of street, according to a plan to be made Qf 
tbesame. As soon 'as his -survey was cOlnpleted, 
-and-the wts and ilitreets marked out by stakes and 
-piCket8, rob!!t of the ' Jots, in-what is now called the 
'Uppeto Town, wete -immediately taken ap. The 
'L~ T«)'Wn, Was -then, one contillued swamp. nnd 
-tite'land eoolli4eted notworth'ha11ng. But in the 
;Spting foUowing, ..then the place was ~leili'ed pre­
paratoryto -the oomme-ncetilent of operatione on the 
'~, illld an ·eeHlblltlunent of work -lItbpa ,made 



it absolutely ncccl!;sary to drain this s',lnmp, form n 
road through it, :md construct a wharf for the land­
ing of Go\'~rnmellt storcs, it became so much im­
prDv,ed, that a great many lots were immediately 
taken up. at the ~(l.me rate, (l.nd under the same 
£enditiolls, as those ill the U ppcr Town. Subse­
quently, as the ground was still further cleared fO,l 
the purpose of building Barracks, the ad 1':1IItages it 
possessed .for a strol~ military position, were so c\'i­
,lent, that it was a matter of regI'd to the Govern­
ment tltat any part of it had been granted in perpe­
h1ity. The Government tb.e,refore Ord2reG, th~t 

hereafter, instead of granting lots at 2s. Gd. per an­
I1U'l], as 11eret~fore, the JGts remaining unlocated, 
or which had bee~l forfeited hy non fuHilment ofth~ 
.conditions tipOO which they were granted, ~hollid be 
leased for the term of thirty years, to such persons 
as mi::;ht be wil!ing to pay an adequate rent for them,; 
the leases to be renewable at the expiration of the 
term, at an increhsed rent, not exceeding one fourth 
oftlh! original. rent. In conseqlHmce of this order, a 
g~at maAY lots were disposed of to the highest bid­
ders, at difl"erent rcnls, 1.ccording to the supposed 
\'alliC frml'l the situation, 01' other ad vantages they 
seemed to Jlossess.-A considerahle difference thus 
exists in the rents, pl1id for lots iu By town. The 
lowest s~n pai.d siNce the original grants being one 
poun.d Ilterl~llg, while sGitle arc let so high as ten 
pounds. 1.t may be proper to mention, thdt these 
rents were placed at the disposHI of the Command_ 
ing RUlal Engineer, and directed by him to he ex­
pended upon public improvements f..I\· the benefi t of 
the Town; in consequence ot"which, the streett10 are 
~'e\1laidout, market houses and other public bui!d­
ing-iII, have been erected, aud BVIOWll is under het­
ter regulation!!, than any Town 'ill the Pro\'ince. 

·'flle scenery round By town iSl1icturesque an~ r~ 
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m~nt!,C; wer~ it the,object of the w,riter to paint th, 
beauties ,of Its varlea'iandsca.pe, It would occupy 
more time than he has already takeR, to describe pro­
perly the Ohaudiere Falls and ita noble bridge alone. 
The task must be left to abler pens. 

The distance between Montreal and By town is 
120 iniles, and'the navigation between ,these two 
places is made complete by m'eans of:6>v<e short ca-
nals. ' 

The first canal commences at Grenville in Lower 
Canada, ,ixty-four miles below Bytowil; it is six 
miles in length, and is made to overcome the rapid, 
properly called the Long Sault of the Ottawa. It 
'vas commenced in the year 1821 by the Engineer 
Department, and'tompleted early:in the spring of 
the present year. Three of the locks are made up­
all the scale of the Lachine Canal, viz. 108 feet hmg 
and 20 feet wide; but in the year 1828, the remain­
ing four locks to be built, were ordered to be ,)t the 
same dimensions as those on the Rideau CanaJ. 

The second canal is at Chutp. a Blondeau, and is 
about 700 yards long, with one lock of the enlarged 
dimensions. 

The third canal is-at Carrinon Rapids, whkh com­
mence at Point Fortune, and .extend about a mile 
and a half; these rapids are four miles below tlhute 
a Blondeau, alld a canal about two miles and 1\ quar­
ter long is made to overcome them, having two locks 
of the large size. All theseeanals have stone locks, 
which are built in the most substantial /llanner. 
The distance of inten;upted navigation frolll the foot 
of the Carrillon Rapids to the head of th~ LQng 
Sault is twelve miles, and the three canals nre usu­
ally classed as one, under the name of the Grenville 
Canal, Being 4:omplett;d at the same tin'e and by 
'hI! same architects. 
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The fourth canal is merely one lock, built by II 

private company, styled the 'Ottawa lind Rideau 
Forwarding Company.' Twenty-seven miles be~ 

low the Carrillon Rapids, at the junction of the Ot­
tawa and St. Lawrence, at the western l xlremity of 
the island of ~ontreal, are the St. Anile's Rapids, 
which are F10t navigahle for barges. 1t w~s original­
ly the intention of the Engineer Departillf nt to have 
made a short canal here also, bnt for some reasons, 
the design appears to have been abandoned. In the 
Vaudrical passage, separated from tbcf'e rapids by 
the Isle de Perrot, the private company before men­
tioned ha \'e erected a wooden lock, tlnvugh which 
all their own barges pass with freight to the upper 
country, and the possession of which enables them 
to command a monopoly of the FOl'w:1!'d ing Busines8. 
It is however in the power of either 1 he Imperial or 
Provincial Government, or in fact of allY other com­
pany or private person, to erect 01 her locks, and 
thereby take a share of the lucrative trade. 

The fifth and last canal is the well known Lachine 
Canal, commencing at the head of thp- Lachine Ra­
pids, and extending a length of nile miles to the 
city of Montreal. This latter is a pi ovincial work. 

The trade on the Ottawa River and Rideau Ca­
nal during the present year has been very eonsider­
able. Many thousand emigrants have arrived ill 
Upper Canada by this route in pl'dhence to that o-f 
the St. Lawrence, in consequence ol'the lesser time 
consumed in the journey, and the Hbsence of those 
privations and disagreeables which have hitherto al­
ways accompanied the passage of l'migrant& up the 
St. Lawrence. The passengers are embark~d at 
Montreal in decked barges, "Iiich are taken In tow 
at Lachine by steam boats, Hnll conveyed aIr the 
way to Kingston.. The time uSlIally occupied ilJ 
from four to six days, but "hen the steam boats Oil 
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'he Rideau Canal are made better adapted to the 
trade, the journey will be performed in much less 
time. The cost of the passage for each adult is ten 
oshilling::;, and proportiollably less for children of dif­
ferent ages. 

A very large quantity of goods have found their 
way to the U pper Pro~'in ce this sumlller by the way 
of the canal, this moment (Oct. 28th.) a consider­
able quantity still remains at By town waiting. for 
conveyances, so much greate~' has been the trade 
than was anticipated. The slim charged for mer­
chandize, is 2s. 9d. per cwt. from Montreal to 
Kingston, being les::; than what is usually charged 
by the St. Lawrence Forwarders exclusive of ir.­
surance,. which is not needed by the canal route.­
The whl)le of the trade is at present in the hands of 
the Company before mentioned. 

Four steam boats have constantly plied on the 
canal during the present season, all of which, with 
the except{lJIl of the Thomas McKay, are too small 
and not of suffici~nt power; of the latter deficiency, 
even this steam boat cannot be exempted. 011 the 
Ottawa, three steam boats have been used; one !le­
tween Chute a Bll)ndeau and the Carrillon Rapids, 
and one between the latter place and Lachine. By 
the opening of the spring navigation in 1835, some 
important Improvements are contemplated in the 
steam navigation on the Canal alld River, which 
when carried into effect, will more fully display 
~he advantages of this internal communication, than 
they have heen done d'uring the present year. 

The· "Observations" ullon this canal, a work 
which reflects the greatest h1)nor on the Pa~elJt State, 
are now finished; they might be further increased 
by a lengthened dissertation upon the advantages 
\Vhicli will accrue to the provinces from its use as a 
Military Canal, !Jut it is not needed; they occur of 
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themselves to the mind of every well informed'ma#. 
All that remains is to add, a fell· local particulars. 

Brief outline of the Geological Features of the e01m­

try through which the Rideau Canal passe8 .. 

In Kin~ton Bay, the southern extremity of die 
canal, the :.Ihores are bold, composed of transition 
limestone, in the upper strata of which othocel'itite­
and a few bivalve shells occur. 'l'he lower \}edS of 
this series are in general of a dark bfue color, very 
compact, cbrystaline, fracture eor.choidal,. vith a· 
few traces of sulphate of iron. On nearing the locks· 
at Kingston Mills some granite masses appear;. 
through a cleft f)f which the waters of the Cataraqoi 
pass, :lnd which is now used for the canal. These 
masses rise about 150 to 160 feet high; a great por-­
tion ofa knoll of this rock had to be excavated, (from 
22 to 23 thousand cubic yards,) to obtain sufficient 
space for placing the locks. In the course of this 
excavation, great varieties of the granite appeared; 
from large to fine grained, I'einite, a trifling por­
tion of mica, chiefly ill cavities, some little sulphate 
OnrOIl, also in cavities, which were genel;aHy faund 
in connection with bE-autiful specimens- of dog toothe 
spar, &c. &c. 

From Kingston M ills the canal passes through aIk 
alluvial valley for ten miles to Brewer's Lowe~ 
Mill; this valley is bounded on the west, at the dIS­
tance of one mile from the canal, by very high ridges 
of limestone, which are continuous for nearly seven 
miles, after which ridges of simdstone make their 
appearance; these last continue with small excep­
tions to Brewer's Upper Mills. On the east, Slffi­

dry granite rocks appear; these, at the distance ().f 
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~)[le 01' one and a half miles, are in most instances 
covered by transition limestone; in some instances 
a very hard silicious sandstone constitutes the supe­
rior rock, and in many places the several rocks may 
be traced in their proper order; viz. granite or other 
primitive rock, covered with sandstone, and that a­
gain by transition limestone. No organic remains 
have been found in the latter. A .singular ridge of 
limestone is to be found ill this' valley, about two 
miles fClan Kingston Mills; this attains to a height 
of 90 feet, is nearly perpendicular on the east side, 
presenting an abrupt precipice, and dips off to the 
west, which side is covered with verdure; the strata 
of this ha ve a declination westward. This ridge is 
only about 100 yards wide, and is probably from 
one and a half to two miles loug. 

In the vicinity of Brewer's Upper and Lower 
Mills, the rocks are in some \'ariety; granite, sei­
nite, mica, feldspar, quartz, trappean rocks, chrys­
taline lilllestone of a brilliant white c;lor and fetid 
odor, yellow, white, red, and variegated sandstone 
are to be foulld. The same may be traced throllgh 
the Cranberry vale to Jones' Falls; at this latter 
place however it may be observed, that the rocks on 
the west side of the canal are all of them of the pri­
mitive kinds; whilst on the eastern side, sandstone 
predominates. At the abutment of the large dam at this 
station, a beautiful specimen of large conglomerate 
is seen; the embedded masses' being chiefly of the 
primitive kinds, such as granite, feldspar, quartz, 
of which last, some beautiful pieces of the kind de­
nominated rose quartz may be observed. Some of 
these pieces, which evidently have been rounded by 
attritioll, are la~e-probably 12 to 16 inche~ in di­
ameter. Beneath this, some steatite occurs, ill which 
aOl embedded large chrystals of schorI. No lime­
stone is to be found near this place. 



At Davis' Mill·the chrystaline limestone again 
occurs; also, a great variety of primitive rocks, con­
sisting of the granite and trappean kinds; likewise, 
hornblende, mica in large lamina &c. &c. At Cha­
fey's the chrystaline limestone predominates: some 
granite ~ppears; also, feldspar, quartz with schorl 
embedded S:"c. &c. 

At the hthmus much variety is found in the great 
excavation at this-place, the rocks being granite ill 
great variety. The same general features pervade 
all the islands and shores of the several lakes through 
which the canal route passes from Brewer's Mills to 
Oliver's Ferry. Some limestone may be found on 
the heights to the north of the RideOlu Lake, and 
near Oli\"er's Ferry sandstone again makes its ap-· 
pearance. 

The country from Oliver's Ferry to By town con­
sists generally of plateaus or fiats, at the extremity 
of each of which the rapids and locks are situated. 
From the upper or fil"st rapids to Burritt's rapids, 
the country is chiefly paved (at least ne~r the river) 
with a grey sihcious limestone; in many instances 
this rock is amygdaloidal, the cavities being filled 
with sulphate of iron and dog tooth spar. A highly 
calcarious limestone is also to be met with in this 
section. 

From Burritt's to Long Island, the banks of the 
canal are covered with diluvium to some depth; at 
the latter place and thence to By town, after remo­
ving several feet of sand or clay, a(se~ondary~) 
limestone is met with; this is in general very com­
pact, and makes excellent building stone. At Long­
Island, good cement or water lime may be made 
from some of the strata. 

From Hogs' Back to within a few feet of the bridge 
at By town, no rock has been met with in the exca­
vations, although they are for the most part of con-
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siderable depth-in many places exceeding 30 feef. 
On the bank of the Rideau River uear the former 
place, a tenacious clay, in which large boulders of 
blue limestone were found, was excavated to a depth 
offrom 20 to 40 feet; the sections of this clay present­
ed a very fine view of the different layers; as did' 
also the clay excavation in the canal valley at By­
town, where the first eight locks are situated. Near 
the emhankment at Dow's Swamp, the. dilu:vium 
consists of a woe sand, beneath which are coarse 
gravel and tenacious clay; in the gravel were found 
numerous shells. 

----~ .... ~~~.~~~--­
THE TOLLS. 

The tolls o~ the Canal are made and regulated 
by the Lieutenant Governor of the Province, but are 
placed at the sole di!?poMlof the Imperial Govern­
ment, and are collected chiefly at By town and King­
ston Mills. All the lock-masters however may re­
ceive tolls for any distance which terminates at their 
stations. 

On the fourth of June, 1833, the following scale 
of duties was established by proclamation; since 
which time no alteration has taken place, except in 
lumber. 

From Kingston to By town andfromBytown to King­

aton. 

Cabin Passengers, 
Chlldren under twelve years of age, 

Neat Cattle and Horses, 

each, 

e. d. 

4 0 
2 0 
4 0 

Sheep, Pigs and Calves, c, 0 6 

Dry Goods, W'.lnes and Sphituous, Liquor~, per ton, 7 6 

Iron and BaIted Fieh, per ton, 3 9 

Salt, and Sea Coal, per ton, 1 10 
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s. d. 

"'heat, per bushel, 0 ot 
Other kinds of Grain, and Potatoes, per bushel, 0 01 

Rye & Buckwheat, Flour, and Corn Meal per bushel,O °i 
Flour, per barrel, 0 211 
Beef and Pork, per barrel, 0 3! 
Pot Ash, per ton, 2 3 

Pearl Ash, per ton, 2 a 
Oak per .foot, in boats or SCOWs, 0 °i 
The same in rafts, 0 !} 

Pine, Elm, ,uri all soft timber in rafts, per foot, 0 1 

The same III boats or scows, 0 01 
Standard Staves, per thousand, in rafts, 10 0 
The same in boats or scows, 5 0 
West India Staves, per thousand, in rafts, .3 4 
The same in boats or scows, 1 8' 
Heading, pel' thousand, 1 3 
Deals per thousand feet, in rafts 2 6 
The same in boats or scows, 1 (l 

Boards and Plank per thousand feet, in rafts, 2 (\ 

The same in boats or scows, 1 6 
Shingles, per thousand, 0 3 
Lathes, sawed ur split, per thousar.d, 0 3 
Tanner's Bark per cord, in rafts, 1 0 
The same in boats or scows, 0 4 
Lard and Butter, Tallow, Bees Wax and Honey, 

per balrel, 0 4 
The same in kegs, 0 2 
Fire 'Vood in rafts, per cord, 1 0 
The same in boats or scows, 0 4 
Apples, per barrel, 0 3 
Tobacco, per hhd. f) 8 
Stone from Quarries, per toise, 0 6 
Sand and Lime, per barrique, 0 1 
Coaches, Carriages, and Waggons, 1 3 
Caleches, Gigs and Curts, 0 711 
Cheese, per hundred weight, 0 2 



neet and Cider ,per bartel, 

All other Merchandize, per ton, 

()I 31. 
7 6 

From Kingston to Oliver's Ferry, alldfrom Olive,J, 
Ferry to Kingston-and from Oliver's Ferry to 
BytlJW71, andfl'om By town to Oliver's Ferry,. 

Cabin Passengers, 

Children under twelve years of age, 
Neat Cattle, and Horses, 

Sheep, Pigs and Calves, 

each, 

" ,., 
Dry Goods, Wines and Spirituous Liquol'l!l, per ton', 
Iron and Salted Fish, per ton, 
Salt, and Sea Coal, per ton, 

Wheat, per bushel, 

It, d. 
2 0 
1 0 

2 0 
o 3-
3 9= 
1 10, 
011 

Rye & Buckwheat, Flour and Corn Meal per bushel,O 
o 0i 

01 
l't 1, FIOlX, per- barrel, 0' 

Beet' and Pork, pcr barrel, 0 

Pot Ash, per ton. 
Pearl Ash, per ton, 

Boald~ and Plank, per thousand feet, 

Lard and Butter, Tallow, Bees Wa.; and honey, per 

1 '16 
1 7j 
o 10 

barrel, 0 2 
Ditto, per keg, 0 1 

Stone from quarries, pcr toise, 0 3 

Cheese, per hundred weight, 0 1 
Beer and Cider, per harrel, • 0 2 

All other 'articles to be subject to the same toll as from King. 
ston to By town : and all articles passing one or more orthe 

Locks between Kingston and Oliver's Ferry, or between Olio 

v.er's Ferry and By town, to be charged with the same toll a~ 

if they bad possed the whole distance between eithet ofthos(j· 
places, 



On the sixth of Mr,y, 1;:';;4, another proclama"ioll 
was promulgated, di \'jclin;: • :ie Canal into three parts 
for the greater facility of (, iiE'cting the duties on tim­
ber. What follows j,., ,Uj e~tract from the Official 
Gazette. 

"''Ve have thought fi~ to ap[!c'-'!lt, and do hereby appoint and 

command, that the Rideau \:'.':·<;alioo shall from henceforth be 

divided into and consist of I'" .,hslinct divisions, viz :-The 

first division shall he from t·, 'Jtt,lwa to below Burritt's Ra­

pid;;; the second divisiun, it'! ;-1)0\ e Burritt's to above the 

Lock at the Isthmus; and \:", th'ml division, from below the 

Isthmus to Lake Ontario. 

And We do hereby furlher will and command that the fol­

lowing Duties shall be imp,",:d and levied on all Timber pas­

sing or re-passing any of the :,,"id rlivislOns:-

Oak, per cubic foot, 

Pine, per do. 

SECOl\'· ;;; \JSION. 

d. 

Ii 
Of 

Oak, per cubic foot, 2 

Pine, per do. 1. 

To be levied on Timber passing to the Ottawa cr Lake On-

tario: 

TUIR]1 DIVISION. 

Oak, per cubic foot, Ij 

Pine, per do. O! 
And that any Timber pn",.ing fI'(.r:1 below Burritt's to Lake 

Ontario, or fiom below th' (o1.L~"u" ,0 the River Ottawa" slaaIl 

be subject to tho followillg ,Jlltie,,: -

Oak, per cubic foot 2 
Pine, per do. 1 

• And we do hereby Call,,, ""lour T6specti'e Collectors and 

Officers duly authorized, to Je III all <I , enforce and levy, the se­

veral Tolls above mentioned, p,,"s,,:\nt to the provisions oftha 

Sllid in part recited Act" 



.JV'umber of Locks, an .' al,'- distances between each., 
Distance from I", Lock; Distance from Kingston. 

mik miles. 
> 't. Kingston Mills, ( I) 

'1 Brewer's Lower MiIl, Ie! 161 
~ 'Brewer's Upper MllI., 1:\ 18 
'4 Jones' Falls, ll~ 291 
lJ. :Davis', ~':\ 32i 
1 'Chaffey"s, ~ 34i 
1 ISthmus, 4~ 39 
i Narro,vs, 'f; 431 '0 'Oliver'. Ferry, 1:~ {i6t 
1 First Rapids, C~ ti2i 
4 Smiths' Falls, ~~ 65! 
2 Old Slys', 1 6G! 
1 Edmond'., ,. 67! 
1 Maitlands', i~ 711 
3 Merrick's Mills, bt 80 
1 Clowe's Quarry, :~ 82 
2 Nicholson's, rl': 82t 
1 Burritt's, 1 85t 
3 Long Island, 2G Ill! 
1 BI .. ckRapids, G;: 117 
2 Hog'. Back, 4\ 121 
2 Hertwell's, 1 122 

8 By town, ,1 126 

4"1 

NOTE BY TBE WRITER.-.\." . apology is due to the public 

for the non·appearance of thi" pamphlet as advertised; when 

however two circumst"""., '.re taken into acconnt, viz. the 

Cholera and the death ofth~ Jate jt"ht. Drummond, Esq. it i. 

to be hoped, they will of' :Lel[".,]o:"g form a sufficient excuse. 

'l'be cessation of business occasionctl by the prevalence ofth .. 

disesss would not~ch Imvo'oelaycd the publication, had 1I0t 

the death of Mr. Drummond, "fhich followed hard upon, at" 
time when little more tbn half the work was written, corn' 
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pletely paralyzed the efforts of the writer. For that gentleman 

the pamphlet was commenced, he was the authority for most 

of the facts, and to him was looked for,the chief hope oflemu­

.neration. Under such considerations his untimely disease 

would most probably have prevented the appearance of the 

pamphlet altogether, if the name of another individual, of high­

er rank, had not been compromised in its supplcssion. The 

permission of inscribing the work to the Lieut. Governor of 

'lhe Province having been obtained and advertised, it became 

imperative on the writer's part to finish it, at whatever cost ei­

ther of mind or pocket. It has been sO finished, alth'lUgh it is 

but fair to say, that if the concluding portions do not equal the 

former, the falling off is to be attributed to tho absence of him, 

who would have pointed out the defects, and enlarged upon 

the merits. 

In addition to the verbal dictation of Mr. Drummond, the 

writer is indebted to sundry printed papers, chiefly to some 

"Returns upon Canada Canals" ordered by the BritishHo use of 

Commons in 1831. Ifa sentence should be found here Bnd 

there pillaged entire, the reader is requested to recollect, that 
w.or'ks of matter of fact are different from those of the iRlagi­

nation, a slight plagiary in the former being allowable. The 

instances however are few, and might easily have been avoided 

by varying the phraseology of the sentences, had it been deem. 
ed worth while. The geological outline is from the pen of Mr. 

Thomas Burrows, of Kingston Mills, Surveyor on the Canal. 

One blunder remains to be acknowledged; in the 10th page 

,t is a_rted, that Lieut. Colonel By is a Scotchman, and par. 

tially favored his countrymen. 'l'he gallant officer is an Eng. 

lishman, and ifhe did fu\'or Scotchmen, the cause must hay!) 
&risen from something else than clanship. 
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