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Dr. J . Allen Hynek 

THE OBSERVATORY 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

ANN ARBO R, MICHIGAN 

Narch 10 , 1958 

Smithsonian Astrophy~ica l Obse~vatory 

60 G.:i::den Street 
Camb't' idge 38, Nassachusetts 

Dear Allen: 

~Uny t hanks for your le t ter of March and you should by now 
ha v e received a c opy of my le t ter ri the 
compos i tion of the vot ing del on-; Of - -course , n ame 
should appear in place of 

I am amused by the ma t ter of the UFO report. It so happ e ns 
tha t on the evening in question I was out looking for Sputnik II 

l<Ti th a f riend of mine who ,.10rks f or the government. We did not · 
see the Sputnik, because it p assed over earlier than the predicted 
time , but I was ra the r s tar t l e d to observe a ste llar-like object, 
which appeared in the northeast a t an a lti tude of abo~t 30° and 
moved very rapidly, in about three or four seconds, in,.1..ra ther f l at 
traject ory across the sky before it dis appeared almost direct l y in 
the wes t. I commented tha t b ecause of its speed and direction, the 
object could not be the Sputnik. I had also never seen a m2teor 
with s uch a long path, at leas t considering i t s rela t ively low 
brigh tness of about the fir s t magnitude . }~ fri end insis ted that 
it ought to be repor ted and h ence I did. It probably was a meteor. 

With best r egards, I am 

LG: :c.,r 
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