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Kannada Wikipedia

* Kannada is spoken by about 65 | )
million people 7 Jof =
* Bringing world knowledge in our :{ N

language helps in preserving and o €)
growing the language Y %

* People look for information N
* Wikipedia provides free knowledge

* Adding most needed articles to :
Kannada Wikipedia increases its Chil
viewership



About KWUG Organisation

* Group of Wikimedians who are working mainly on Tulu,
Kannada, and Konkani language Wikipedias and other
Wikimedia projects

* Promote digital literacy, provide free knowledge to school
children, teachers & general public

* Work towards bridging gender gap in Wikimedia projects in
association with Wikiwomen Mangaluru

* Key persons- Pavanaja U.B., Vishwanatha Badikana,
Kishorekumar Rai, Bharathesh Alasandemajalu, Benet
Amanna, Dhanalakshmi K.T., Kavita Ganesh, Vinoda M Rai

* Organised many outreach programs, workshops, editathons

* During COVID lockdown - organised online editathons and
training programs



The Innovation / Solution

*Tulu offline Wikipedia to schools - this project aims to
provide offline Tulu Wikipedia to schools

*QR codes for medicinal plants - adding articles about
medicinal plants to Kannada Wikipedia, creating QR
codes, putting up the QR codes in front of the plants

*Documenting folk culture of coastal Karnataka -take
photos & videos, upload to Wikimedia Commons, release
under CC-by-SA and add articles to Wikipedia

*Setup a library for use of Wikipedians

*Collaborated with educational institutions in coastal
Karnataka- run Wikipedia Education Programs.

*Brought in >500 persons to Wikimedia projects, got
>3000 articles to Wikipedia

*Regular meetups to keep the momentum



QR codes for medicinal plants

*By the students of Alvas College, Moodabidre

*They have a mini forest of medicinal plants consisting of
about 160 plants

*Added articles about these medicinal plants to Kannada
Wikipedia

*Created QR codes for these articles

*Put up the QR codes in front of the plants

*Project conceived by Dr. U.B. Pavanaja

*Faculty & students trained by Dr. U.B. Pavanaja and
Dhanalakshmi K.T.
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Some photos




Media reports-1

0 @ https://www.deccanherald.com/shobhavana-qr-code-project-703376.html

DH 5 - | Home Coronavirus Bengaluru Kamnataka National Sports Business
DECCAN HERALD

Wikipedia articles made more popular

Harsha, DHNS, Mangaluru, Nov 17 2018, 00:10 IST | UPDATED: NOV 17 2018, 00:52 IST

Kannada University Vice Chancellor Dr Mallika S Ghanti launches ‘Shobhavana QR code project’ during the inauguration of Alva's Nudisiri in
Moodbidri on Friday. Alva’s Education Foundation Chairman Dr M Mohan Alva, project guide U B Pavanaja and othe
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Pageviews of some articles

Eﬂ
1 e 25,277
2 Do 17,472
3 on 14,091
4 DD T 10,964
5 WO (BDWOFF) 6,954
6 5.)@ (233@603) ﬁ?’\)as) 4,723
7  BROT 4,349
g  ~o Dmew 3,539
9  O3¥ods 3,528
10 Oo% 3,499
11 3eon 3,387
12 B 3,074



Contact

Pavanaja U. B.
User:Pavanaja
pavanaja@vishvakannada.com
www.linkedin.com/in/pavanaja
www.twitter.com/pavanaja
www.facebook.com/pavanaja
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