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that the viory we gained at Dettingen will
make us lofe one in Flanders, 'We make hezd
againit a very able commander. Nor is thisallj
he poflefles the love and confidence of his
troops, and the French foldiers when they have
a good opinion of their leader are inwvincible®.
‘On the contrary, they are good for fo little when
they are commanded by courtiers they defpife,
that frequently their enemies need only to watch
the intrigues of - the cabinet, and feife a pro=-
per opportunity te vanquifh.with certainty the
braveft people on the continent : this they very
well know.  TheDuke of Marlborough, tak-
ing notice of the good look and martial air of a
French foldier, taken prifoner at the battle of
Blenheim, told him, ¢ If the French army had
been compofed of fifty thouland fuch men 3.1
he, it would not have been foeafily beaten :"'—
¢t Zounds, dir (rf:p]led the grenadier) there are
men enough in it like me, but it wants fuch a
man as you.”’” Now, {uch a manat prefent.com=
mands the French treops, and is on our fide
wanting ; but we have courage, and trouble
ourfelves little about that. At all events, how=
ever, 1 intend to fee their operations for the
remainder of the campaign, and am refolved.
not to leave the army till it goes into winter-
.quarters. We fhall all be gainers by fuch a
“«delay : the feafon being too far advanced for us
to

* The tranflator cannot help obferving, that it was
extraordinary in M. Rouffeav to pur fuch a falfe, ri=
diculous affertion.in the mouth of an Englifhman.

. RoulTeau to
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to- think of croffing the mountains this year,
I fhall fpend the winter with you, and not go to
Italy till the beginning of the fpring. Tell
Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar [ have thus changed my
~ defign, that I may have more time to contemplate

that affeéting picture you fo pathetically defcribe,

and that [ may have alfo the opportunity to fee
| Mrs. Orbe fettled with them. Continue, my
dear Sir, to write with your ufual punétuality,
and you will do me a greater pleafurc than ever:
my equipage having been taken by the enemy,
I'have no books, butamufe myfelf in reading
over your letters,

EATTER: CxLL
b~ TO LORD B——,
.‘WHAT pleafure does your lordfhip give

f me, in acquainting me with your defign
of pafling the winter with us at Clarens! but
‘how dearly you make me pay for it by pro-
longing your ftay at thearmy! What difpleafes
“me moft, however, is to perceive that your
refolution of making a campaign was fixed be-
fore we parted, though you mentioned nothing
of it tome. Ifee, my lord, your reafon for
keeping it 4 {ecret, and cannot be pleafed with
- you for it. Did you defpife me fo much asto
- think me unfit to accompany you ! or have you
~ ever known me mean enough to be attached
“to any thing I thould prefer to the honour of
lin B2 | dying
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- fubjelt to the tyranny of human paflions, knows

anerit; and in the innocence of an irreproachs

) the army ,

- me lels than
dying with my fr1e11d A T lf' it was lmprnpe.r-
for me to follow' you to the army, you fhould
at lealt have left me in London; that wuulé

have difplcafed me lefs than your f:ndmg me
hither. X

By your laft letter, T am convinced that nne
of mine is indeed miffing; the lofs of whiﬂi

muft have rendered the two f{ucceeding ones 1&*
many refpects oblcure; but the nece{Tar}r X~
phnatm’]s to make them intelligible fhall be
foon tranimitted to you. What is at prefent
more particularly needful, is to remove your
uneafinefs concerning thatof Mrs. Wolmar,

I fhalknot take upon me to givc you a regu=
lar continuation of the difcourfe we had toge-
ther after the departure of her hufband. Many
things have fince intervened that make me fora
get great part of ity and it was refumed at fo
many different times during his abfence, that I
fhall content mylelf, to aveid repetition, wu:h
civing you a fummary of the whole. y

Inthe firft place, {lie told me, that Mr. Wul—
mar, who neglefled nothing in his power to
make her happy, was neverthelefs the fole au-
thour of all her difquictude: and that the more
fincere their mutual attachment grew, the greater
was her afili¢tion. Would you think it, my
lord # Thisgentleman, fo prudent, {o reafonable,
{o little addicted to any kind ef viece, folittle
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~ cated and taught in publick : hence he has
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aut‘hanty* thus forced in a manner into lmpmty
he degenerates into Atheifm.

Having refided ever fince in Roman- catholick
countries, he has never been induced ro-a better
opinion of chriftianity by what he found pro-
fefled there.  Their religion, he {aw, tended
only to the intereft of their priefts; that it con-
fifted entirely of ridiculous grimucea, and a jar-
gon of words without meaning. He perceived
that men of fenfeand probity were unanimoufly
of his opinion, and that they did not fcruple
to fay fo; nay, that the clergy themfelves, under
the rofe, ridiculed in private what they incul=-

; bewildered
ctions offer

d [evere ;1
whole

gions , often
eanly to
110, true
magiltrate ,
cution , by

often affured me, that, after having taken much
time and pains in the fearch, he never met with
above three pricfts in his life that belicved a
God*,

By endeavouring to fet himfelf to rights in
thefe matters, he afterwards bewildered himfelf

in metaphyfical enquiries; and feeing only
doubts and contradiftions offer themfelves on
' every
* God forbid that I hould give fanttion to aflcrtions
{o rath and fevere; I infinuate only, that there are people
who make fuch affertions and for whole indifcretion,
the condu& of the clergy in every country, and of all
religions, often gives but too maoch occafion. 8o faram
] huwa-.rm, from :ntzndmg mea nljr to fkreen m}'l"e]f hjl'
l!us note, that my veal opinion on this fubje et is, that no
true believer can be a perfecutor, and an enemy to tolera.
tion, If I were a magiftrate, and the law inflifled death

on Atheifts, 1 would berin te put itin execcation, by
burning the firk man who fhould come to accule and

perfecute another,

Go gle |
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- every fide, advanced {o far, that when he return-
ed to the doétrines of chriftianity, he came too-
late; and, incapableof either belief orconvi&tion,
.the beft arguments appeared to him inconclu-
five. He finithed his career, therefore, by
equally oppofing all religious tenets whatever;
and was converted from Atheifm only to become
a Sceprick. - _

Such is the hufband which heaven has de-
ftined to Eloifa, toher whofe true faith and fin-
cere piety cannot have efcaped your obferva-
tion ; but to know how much her gentle foul
is naturally inclined to devotion requires that
~ “long intimacy with her in which her coufinand
- I have lived. It might be faid, no terreftrial
obj:& being equal to her tgndernefls, her ex-

fource: not like a faint T herefa, whole amo-
rous heart only changes its object : her’s is a
heart truely inexhauftible, which neither love
nor friendfhip can drain; but whofe affections
arc {till raifed to the only being worthy her ar-
. dent love*. Her love to God doss not detach
her from his creatures; it gives her neither fe-

other, become more {weet and attracting; fhe
B q- WGUId’

* ITow! Will the Deity take up with only the refufe
~ of his creatures? Not fo; all the love the human heart

only can poffefs it entirely.
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8 ELOTIS A

would, I believe, be lefs devout, if her love to-
wards her hufband, her children, her coufin, and
me, were lefs than itis, What is very ﬁngufar,
alfo, is, thatthe knows but little of her uwn-'
heart; and even complains that fhe finds ip
herlsi - a foul barren of tendernefs, and in"
pable of love to the fublimeft objedt.
what you will (fhe often fiys) the heart is aﬁ'e&-a-
ed only by theinterpofition of the fenfes, or the
affiftance of the imagination; and how fhall we
fee or imagine the immenfity of the Supreme
Being*? When I would raife myfelf up to the
Deity, Iknow nolongerwhere I am; perecive
ing no relation between usy, 1 know ot how to
rcach him; I neither fee nor feel any thing; T
drop into a kind of annihilation ; and, if I may
venture to judge of others by myfelf, I fhould -
apprehend the extafies of the myllicks. arc no
lefs owing to the fullnefs of the heart than the
unptlncls of the head.
¢ What muft I de then [1{](1 ed fhe) to get rld ’
of thefe delufions of a wandering mind? [ fub-

ftitute a lefs refined wc}rﬂ}ip, but within the

reach
*® It is certain, the mind muft be fatigued by the un-

eqaal ‘tatk of contemplating the Deity. Such ideas are
too fublime for the vulgar, who require a more fenfible
objcét of devotion.  Are the Catholicks to blame then
in fillingtheir legends, their calenders, and theirchurches,
with little angels, cherubs, and handfome faints? The
infant je!‘us. in the arms of his modeft and beautiful
“nother, is one of the molt affe@®ing, and, at the fame
time, the molt agreeable (pectacles that chriftian devotion

can prefent to the view of the faithful,
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forms a part of her exiftence, cannot partake

of that hope which makes her exiftence dear;

not to be able to join him in praife and gra-
titude to the Deity, nor to converfc with him
on the blefled futurity we have to hope from his
goodnefs! to fee him infenfible, in doing good,
to every thing which f(hould make virtue agree-
able to us; and, with the ftrangeft abfurdity,
thinking like an infidel and afting as a chri-
ftian. Imagine her walking abroad with her
hufband ; the one admiring, in the beautiful
verdure of {pring, or golden fruits of autumn,
the power and beneficence of the great Creator
of all things; the other fecing in them no-
thing but a fortuitous combination of atoms,
united only by chance. Imagine to yourfelf the
fituation of a married couple, having a fincere
regard for each other, who, for fear of giving
offenfe, dare not indulge themfelves in fuch
fentiments or reflexions as the objeéts around
them infpire ; but whoare bound in duty, even
from their reciprocal affetions, to lay themfelves
under continual reftraint, Eloifa and I hardly
cver walk cut together, but fome ftriking or
pifurefque obje& puts her in mind of this dif-
agrecable circumftance, ¢ Alas! (faid the with
great emotion to me one day) this beautiful
profpect before us, fo lively, foanimating in our
eyes, is a dead and lifelefs fcene in thofe of the
unfortunate Wolmar, In all that harmony of
created beings which nature difplays, invaindo

5 they
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they unite to fpeak their maker’s praife : Mr.Wol-
mar perceivesonly a profound and eternal filence.” - 1d takes in
" You who know Eloifa, who know what de- | , even though
light her communicative mind takes in impart- rve which is
ing its fentiments; think what fhe muft fuffer - "' But Eloila
by fuch conftraint, even though it were attended ! involun tary
with no other inconvenience than that unfo-- 1 redoubled
cial referve which is peculiarly difagrecable be- or [uch an
tween two perfons fo intimately conne&ed.’ ded attributes
But Eloifa has much greater caufe of uneafi- - Lhis life ; and
. nefs. Invain does fhe oppofe thofe involun- setnels - of
tary terrours, thofc dreadfulideas that rufh upon ible idea ;
her mind. They return with redoubled force, . nd , yielding
and difturb every moment of her life. How: the .
_horrid muft it be for fuchan affe@ionate wife , that I may
to think the Supreme Being is ‘the avenger of -
- his offended attributes ! to think the happinefs - -ret affliction
of him on whom her own depends muft end ceal it |

with his life; and tobehold a reprobate of God !
inthefather of her children! ' All her {fweetnefs -
of difpofition can hardly preferve her from fall-
ing into defpair at this horrible -idea ; her religion -
only; which makes her feel for the infidelity of .
‘her hufband, yielding her ftrength to [upport it,
¢t.If heaven (fays fhe fometimes) refufes me the -
converfion of thishoneft man, Ihave butone hIei'-
: ﬁngtu afk ; which is, that I may diebefore him.””
Such, mylard isthe tnnjuﬁ caufe of Eloifa’s .
¢'hagnn {uch is the fecret affli¢tion which preys -
on her mind, and is aggravated by the care he
" takes to conceal it. Atheifm, which ftalks .
abroad undifguifed among ‘the Papifts, is -
B.6 . obliged -

f
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his fagacity ! For my part, when I have under-
- taken to difpute with him, 1 have found that
- all mine have been before exaufted to no pur-
pofe by Eleifa; and that my reafoning fell far
fhort of that pathetick eloquence which, diétated
by the heart, flowed in perfuafive accents from
her tongue. 1 fear, my lord, we fhall never
make aconvert of this man., He is too frigid,
not immoral ; his paffions are not to be moved ;
fenfibility, that innate proof of the truth of re-
ligion, is wanting ; and the want of this alone
is enough to invalidate all others.
Notwithftanding Eloifa’s care to difguife her
uneafinefs from him, he knows and partakes of
it3 his difcernment will not permit him to be
impofed on. - His own chagrin, therefore, on ac-
count of her’sis but too apparent. Hence he
has been tempted feveral times to affe@ a
change of fentiments; and, for the fake of
Eloifa’s peace, to adopt tenets he could not in
Fa& believe: but his foul was above the mean-
nefs of hypocrify. This difimulation, inftead
of impofing on Eloifa, would only have afford-
- ed a new caufe of forrow, That fincerity, that
franknefs, that union of hearts, which now
comfort them under their 2fi&ions, would then
-have no more [ubfifted between them, Was it
by making him{felf lefs worthy her efteem that
he could hope to calm her fears ! No; inftead,
therefore, of deceiving her, he tells her plainly his

- thoughts ; but this he doesin a manner fo fimple

and unaffeéted, fo little difdainful of received
X ' opinions,

Go gle . | -
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18 EL OIS A

creation of fubftancesas perfe& and exempt ffm |

evil as himftlf. We were in the heat of our

difpute when I perceived Eloifa had left us..

¢ Can you guefs whither fhe is gone? (faid
her hufband) feeing me look around for her.”™
¢ I fuppofé (faidI] to give fome orders in her
family.””—* No (replied he) fhe would not
have left us at this time for that. Bufinefs of that
kind is, I know not how, tranfa&ed without

my ever feeing her interfere.””—¢¢ Then fhe is

gone to the nurfery i”—¢“No; her children.
are not more at her heart than my converfion.”
¢« Well then (faid I) I know not what fhe is
gone about; but I am well aflured fhe is em-
ployedin fome ufeful concern.”-—¢¢ Still lefs
(faid he, coldly ;) come, come along ; you fhall.
fec if I guels right.” )
He then ftepped foftly along the room, and I
followed him in the fame manner : when, com=
ing to the door of Eloifa’s clofet, and finding it
fhut, he threw it fuddenly open. O! my lord |
what a fight did this prefent us ! Eloifaon her
knees, her hands liftcd up to heaven, and her
face bathed in tears! She rofe up precipitately,
wiping her eyes, hiding her face, and trying to
efcape us: never did I fee fo affe@ing a con-
fufion. Her hufband did not give her time to -
get away ; but ranad her in a kind of tranf-
port: “ Ah, my dear! (faid he, embracing her):
‘even the E'erw:ncy of your prayers betrays the

.
 ‘weaknefs of }rnur caufe: what prevents their

ﬂ‘#ﬂcr*

your dcﬂres were heard, they.
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As fhe wasunwilling Eloifa fhould hear the
gattling of her coach, fhe got out in the avenue,
before we came to the gate; and, fcudding
acrofs the court-yard like a {fylph, ran up ftairs
with (o much precipitation that fhe was obliged
to ftop and take breath on the firft landing-
place, before fhe could get up the next flight,

22

Mr. Wolmar came out to meet her, but the was

in too much hurry to fpeak to him., On open-
ing the door of Eloifa’s apartment, 1 {aw her
fitting near the window, with the little Harriet
on her knee. Clara had prepared for her a fine
compliment, in her way ; a compound of affec-
tion and . pleafantry; but, on fetting her foot
over the threfhold, compliment and pleafantry
were all forgotten ; fhe flew forward to em-
brace her friend with a tranfport impoflible to
be defcribed, crying out, Ah! my dear, dear cou-
fin! Harriet, feeing her mother, fled to meet
her, and crying out Mama, Mama, ran with fo
much force againft her, that the poor child fell
backward on the floor, The effect of the fud-
den appearance of Clara, the fall of Harriet,
the joy, the apprehenflions, that feifed upon
FEloifa at thatinftant, mad: her give a violent
fhrick, and faint away. Clara wasgoing tolift
up the child, when fhe faw her friend turn pale,
‘which made her hefitate whom to affift; till,
feeing me take up Harriet, the flew to the re=
lief of Eloifa; but, in endeavouring to recover
“her, funk down likewife in a [woon by the fide

of her friend. _
The
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‘hadan effe&® on me which I cannot delcribe; '

|
!s apartment ;

* but I could not feel myfelf in her arms without | agreeably .

emotion. | ' to dance
“After dinner, a fine collation was fet out in seared to [o

the Gyneceum, or women’s apartment ; where (he gave

for once Mr. Weolmar and I were admitted, and
were entertained agreeably. In the evening
all the houfe, now increafed by three perlons,
aflembled to dance. Clara feemed ornamented 1, on the
- by the hands of the Graces, never having ap- vous , and
peared to fo much advantage as on that day. ry ( fays the
- She danced, fhe chatted, fhe laughed, fhe gave ind led down
orders, fhe was capable of every thing, Having |
_prdteﬂ::d the would tirs me out, the danced 1d hardly
. down five or f{ix, country-dancesin a breath; fected to be
and then reproached me for footing it with the ym her eyes :
- gravity of a philofopher. I, onthe other hand, . e in
told her the danced like a fairy; that fhe was looked
- full as mifchievous, and thatfhe would not let
- mereft night nor day. < You fhall fee tothe
~ contrary (fays fhe) here's that will fet you to
fleep prefently :” with that fheftarted up, and
led down another dance.
She was really indefatigable; but it was
otherwife with Eloifa: fhe could hardly fupport
herfelf ; her knees' trembled as thedanced s the
- was too much affeGted to be chearful. One
- might obferve a tear of joy every now and then
_tnt;klﬂfrum her eyes; fhe regarded her coufin
with a kind of delicious tranfport; took a plca-
.mr;: in conceiving herfelf the gueft for whom
the entertainment was made, and looked fondly
Vo, 1 Vi B upon

e me out , the
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upon Clara, asthe miftrefs of the houfe wha :En-fﬂ_

tertained her.

After fupper, Iplayed off the fire-works I hﬂ'-
brought from China, which had a pretty effect.
Atlength it
became time to break up : Mirs, Orbe was tired,
or had danced enough to be fo; and Elmfa was

We fat up great part of the night.

defirous fhe thould not fitup too late.

After this we became infenfibly tranquil, and

good order took place. Clara, giddy and in-
confiderate as fhe feems, knows how to check

her fallies, and put on an air of authority, when
She has, befides, great good fenfe,

fhe pleafes.
an exqulﬁte difcernment, the penetration of

'Wolmar, and the goodnefs of Eloifa ; and though

extremely liberal, hasa good deal of d[fmting_’,
in her generofity; for, though left fo young a
widow, and charged with the care of a daughter,

the fortunes of both increafe in her hands; fo
that there is no rcafon to apprehend the houfe

will, under her direétion, be lefs prudently go-
verned than before.
has the fatisfaltion of devoting herfelf entirely
to an occupation more agreeable to her rtafte;
that is, the cducation of her children: and I

doubt not but Harriet will profit greatly by
one of her mothers having relieved the other,
I fay her mothers, becaule, by the mannerin
which they both behave to her, it is difficult
to diftinguifh which isreally fo; fo that fome

ftrangers, who arrived here to day, are fhill,
‘orappear to be, in doubt about it. In fad,

they
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LETTER CXLIL

TO LORD B
FOR thefe three days paft 1 have attemptaJ

every evening fucceilively to write to “youj
‘but found myfelf, through the fatigue of the
day, too fleepy to efte® my purpofe at night,
-and in the morning I am again called upon ear-
ly to my cmployment. A plealing tranquillity,
more intoxicating than wine, takes poficflion of
my fenfes, and I cannot without regret bear a
moment’s avocation from the new and ngrﬂe—
‘able amufements I find here.

I cannor, indeced, conceive that any plm
would be difagreeable to me in fuch com-
pany ; but do you know why Clarens in it=
{felf is agreeable ? It is, that herel find myfelf
actually in the country, which I could hardly
ever fay before. The inhabitants of cities
know not how to enjoy the country; they
know not what it is_to be there; and, even
when they are there, know not what to do with
themfelves. L'hey-are ignorant of all ruftick
bufinels and amufements; they defpife them;
they feem at home as if the],r were (in a foreij
country, and I am notat all furprifed that they |
are difpleafed with it. Among the country
people we fhould live as they do, or not affo-

e 1in [uch com
here I find

[he inhabitants
o be there ;

- They are

'y [eem at

Among the

5 they carry

The Parifians, who imagine they go mta,'l
the country, miftake the thing; they carry
; Paris



Paris along with - thcm.

‘with their fingers, their wits, their authours, and
their parafites. Cards, mufick, and plays en-

in the fame manner as at Paris ; ; they fit down
to their meals at the fime hours; are ferved
with the fame difhes, and in the fame pomp:

~country as they did in town, where, for that
® realon, it had been better they had flayed ; for

nothmg they are accuftomed to, they always
find fomething wanting, and perceive the im-
poflibility of carrying Paris altogether along
-with them. Thus, that variety they are fo fond
of eludes their fearch; they are acquainted
only with one manner uf' living, and are there-
fore a continual burthen to themfelves. To me
every rural employment affords fomething agree-
?ﬂi nor is there any {o painful and laburious

to excite our compaflion for the labourer.
As the object of both publick and private utility,

'huﬂ:andr}' is peculiarly mten:ﬂmg ; and, as it
was the firft employment of man in his flate of
innocence, it fills the mind with the moft
‘pleafling ferifations, and zffé&ts us with the
' C 34 agrecable
| * Hunting, indeed, mlghr.l:re added, But this exercile
s now made fo commodious, that there is not half the fa-

tigue or pleafure in it there ufed to be. Butl fhall not
here treat of this fubje&t, which would furnith teo much

~ matter to beinfertedin anote: I may take occafion, per=
haps, to fpeak of it ellewhere,

i £30 glL;
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They are. attended

grnfs all their attention®, thctrt'lbles are {pread’

- in a word, they do juft the fame things in the.

hﬂwever opulent they are, or careful to omit.
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“ figned. Mrs. Wolmar herfelf takes charge of
* the crop; the choice of the labourers, and the

>d grapes ,
ith this
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parched leaves falling off the vines, and ex= ,tf}ilzlr .VZEGS’
p_uﬁng to view the cluftered grapes, whofe juicy inuafl: ;:rotiin
ripenefs invites the hands of the gatherers. ’har[hfoundg
Vines loaded with this falutary fruit, which W .
heaven beftows on the unfortunate as a cure for d at that time
all their woes; the found of the cafks, tubs, hales in a
and tons, which they are hooping on every htful a [cene ;

fide; the fongs of the gatherers, with which the
vintage rc-cchoes; and the continual trotting
backwards and forwardsof thofe who carry the
grapes to the prefs ; theharfh found of the ru-
ftick inftruments that animate the people to
work ; the agreeable and affecting picture of a
general good bhumour, which feems to be ex-
tended at that time over the face of the whole
earth; add to thefe the fog, which the fun ex=
hales in a morning, and draws up like the cur=-
tain of a theatre, to difplay fo delightful a
fcene ; -all confpire to give it the air of an en=-
tertainment ; and that an entertainment which
is the more pleafing on reflexion that it is the
only one in which mankind have art enough to
join utility with delight. -

Mr. Wolmar, who has one of the beft vine-
yards in the country, has made all the neceffary
preparations for his vintage. His backs, his.
wine-prefs, his cellar, his cafks, are all ready
for that delicious liquor for which they are de-

1ent which is
ave art

\de all the

is cellar , his
d . Mrs .

nd the order
s . Orbe -

order and diftribution of the feveral parts of the

work falling to her fhare.  Mrs. Orbe-takes care
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reftraint, give into their own ways, without
affc&@ation. This complaifance on our fide alfo
is not loft upon them; they are fenfible of it;
and feeing that we are fo ready to go out of our
way for them, they are more willing to go on in

brought from the houfe, and pafs the reft of
- the day in the vineyard. How rejoiced are the
peafants to fce them ! then, taking them up in
their fturdy arms, they blefs them, and with
that heaven may prolong their days, to refemble
their parents, and make them in like manner
a blefling to their country. When I think that
_ the moft of thefe men have bor’n arms, and un-
derftand the ufe of the fword and mufket as well
. ﬂ-tﬁe-manag:ment of the hoe and pruning-knife,
in feeing Eloifa fo loved and refpected by them,
and herfelf and children received with fuch af-

mind the virtuous and illuftrious Agrippina
fhowing her fon to the troops of Germanicus.
Incomparable Eloifa ! whoexercifes in the fim-
plicity of private life the defpotick power of
wifdom and beneficence; your perfon a dear
.and facred truft depofited in the hands of your
countrymen, everyoneof whom would defend
and protet you at the hazard of his own life;
it is your’s to live more fecurely, more honour-
ably, in the midft of a whole people who love
you, than monarchs furrounded with guards,

~ In the evening, we all return _home chear-
fully together; the work-people being ludij
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their own for us. At dinner the children are

fe&king acclamations, 1 cannot help calling to
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yoom is an old hall, with a great chimney, and
agood fire init. On the mantle-piece arelighted
up three lamps, made by Mr. Wolmar’s orders
“of tin, jult to catch the fmoak, and reflect

the light. To prevent giving rifc to envy,

every thmg is carefully avoided that mightin the
‘eyes of thefe poor people appear more coftly
- than what they meet with at home; no other
mark of opulence being difplayed than the choice
~ of the beft of common things, and a little more
profufion in their diftribution. Supper is ferved
upon two long tables; where the pomp and
Juxury of entertainments is amply fupplied by
good humour and plenty. Every one fits down
‘to table, mafter, labourers, and fervants; every
one without diftinétion gets up to help himfclf,
without exception or preference ; the whole re-
paft ending in gratitude and feftivity. All drink
-at their difcretion, fubject to no other rules than

.thofe of decency and fobriety. The prefence of

fuperiors, whom they fo truely refpect, keeps the
work-people within bounds; yet lays no re-
{traint on their eafe and chearfulnefs. And
dhould any one happen to forget himfelf, znd
_give offenfe, the company is not difturbed by
reprimands, the: offender being difmifled the
‘next day, without further notice.

Thus do I take advantage of the pleafures of
the country and the feafon. I refume the free-
~dom of living after the manner of the country,
and to drink pure wine pretty often ; but I drink

none that is not poured out by the hands of one
oL
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or other of the two coufins; who tahrm"

them to meafure my thirft by the !tr:ngthu? my
head, and to manage my reafon as they .
proper ; nor does any one know better how to
manage it,. or has like them the art to giveor
takeit away from me at pleafure, When thg",_
fatigue of the day, or the length and fettivi J
of the repaft, add to the ltrength of the hq
I indulge myfelf without reftraint in the
it infpires. "T'hey are no longer fuch as In
fupprefs, even in the prefence of the fagacious
Wolmar. 1 am no longer afraid his penetrat=

ing eye fhould fee into the bottom of my heart;
and, when a tender idea arifes in my memory,
one look from Clara diffipates it; one look of
Eloifa makes me blufh for my weaknefs. ,
After fupper, we fit up an hour or two to
ftrip hemp ; every one finging a fong in turn.
Sometimes the women fing altogether, or one
{ings alone, and the reft join in chorus to the
burthen of the fong. Moft of their fongs are
old tales, fetto no very agrecable tunes, There
is, notwithftanding, fomething antique and af=
fecting, which on the whole is very pleafing,
The words are generally very fimple, unaffeét-
ed, and often very forrowful : they are, never=
thelefs, entertaining. Clara cannot forbear
fmiling, Eloifa bluthing, and myfelf from give
ing afigh, when the fame turns and exprefiions
are repeated in thefe fongs which have hereto-
fore been made ufe of between us, On thofe
-ﬂncaﬁﬂns, the mmembcrancc of times pait rufhes
upon

to no very
fecting , which
unaffect ed ,

re been made
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 willingly begin again the next day, the next af-
- ter that, and every day, to the laft of his life.

—_—_—_

LETTER CXLIV,

TO MR. WOLMAR.,

NJOY, my dear Wolmar, the fruits of
your labour. Receive the acknowledge=

pains to render worthy of being offered to your
. acceptance. Never did any man undertake fo
arduous a tafk; never did any one attempt what
you have executed, nor did ever a fulceptible
and grateful mind feel more than that with
which you have infpired me. Mine had loft its

- force, its vigour, its very being; but you have

reftored them all: I was dead to virtue, to hap-

pmqf's, and owe to you that moral life, to which

you have raifed me. O my benefadtor! my fa-
ther! in giving myfelf up entirely to you, I
can only offer, as to the Deity, the gifts I
have received at your hands,

Muft I confels to you my weaknefs and my
fears? Hitherto I have always diftrufted myfelf.
1t is not a week ago that I blufhed for the weak-
nefs of my hearty, and thought all cur pains had
been loft. That eruel and difeouraging mo-
~ ment, however, thanks to heaven and you, is
~ paft, never to return. I do not think myfelf
cured, ‘only becaule you tell me fo, butbecaufe
I feelit: I ftand no lnnger in need of your

e
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feemed to approve of its objeé&t, fhe neverenter-

- ed fo explicitly into my defigns as to encourage
me to {peak more openly. I was fenfible I
~oughtrather to merit that honour than to afk for

it. I expefled of you and her that proof of

‘your confidence and efteem. I have not been

deceived in my expectation, nor thall you, my
dear friends, believe me, be deceived inyour’s.
You know that, in the courfe of our conver-
fation on the education of your children, I have
thrown together upon paper fome of thofe fen-
timents which fuch converfation furnifhed me
with, and which you approved, Since my de-
parture, fome new reflexions have fuggefted
themfelves on the fame fubjet : I have reduced
the whole into a kind of a f‘yi’cem, which, when
I have properly digefted, I fhall communicate

‘to you for your examination, I do not think,
‘however, I fhall be able to make it fit for your

infpection till after our arrival at Rome. My

- dyftem is a fupplement to that of Eloifa; or

rather, it is ncthing more than a connexion
and illuftration of her’s; for it confifts only in
rules to prevent the natural difpofition from be-

ing fpoiled, infubjeéting it tothe laws and cuf-

toms of fociety.
I have recovered my reafon by your care : my
heart is again found and at liberty: I fee my-

{felf beloved by all whofe love I could with to

pollefs : futurity prefents me with an agreeable
profpect. Withall this iy fituation fthould fure-
ly be deiightful hut it is decreed my foul fhall

mever

5
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never cnjoy tranquillity, As the end nf “{
journey approaches, I fee the crifis of the ~'-.
of my illuftrious friend: itis I, if I may fo ‘ Lably 1o vour
who ought to decide it. Cannntl at Ieaﬁ | Ien}t,ertai'/na
that once for him which he has fo nft&n r, X which

for me? Cannot I nobly difcharge the greare ft
and moft important duty of my life? My
Wolmar, I retain all your leflfons in my hﬂrt’t
but, tomake them ufeful, why do not I paﬂ"tﬁg
your fagacity? Ah! cuuld I but one day fee M
B—— happy ! Could I, agreeably to your pro-
jeéts, fee us but all affembled together never ‘.
- part again! could I entertain a wifh for Eﬁj\“
thingon earth befides! Yes, one, the accom- 3§
plithment of which depends not on you, a‘i'r‘ ]
me, nor on any other peri’un in the world ; ut #
on him who has a reward in ftore for !:ht: vir- ¥
tues of Eloifa, and keeps a fecret regifter, of

your good aétions,

at ! . . on him
“t regilter of

|
1
!
|
|
|

,, on [0 many
' ? Come , and
, your province

LEST T E R CELY,

TO MBARSs ORBE.

HERE are you, my charming cnuﬁnf
Oh! where is the amiable confident of

that feeble heart, which is, on fo many ac-
counts, your's; and which you have fo often "3
comforted in defpair! Come, and let me lay
open to you the confeflion of its laft errour. Is
it not always your province to purify it by con- .
feflion and pardon? [s there a fault which it =n
S8 Tepri
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“areproach itlelf with after it hath cunfeﬂ'en:l itto
I you? No, itis no longer the fame; and its re-
- generation is owing to you: you have given me
_a new heart, which now offers you its firft fer-
vices: but I fhall not think myfelf quite free
« from that which [ quit, till [ have depofited
- itin your hands.

| rr.nfun to be contented with myfelf was that in
- which I left ~you. Recovered of my errours, L
- Jooked upon that inftant as the tardy zraof my
* return to my duty, [ began ir, therefore, by

- friendfhip, in leaving fo delightful an abode to
,fulluw a bentfa&nr, a philofopher, who, pre-
' tending to ftand in need of my [ervices, put the
fuccefs of his to the proof, The moredifagree-
_able my departure, the more I piqued myfelf on
making fo great a facrifice, -After having fpent
half my time in nourithing an unhappy paﬂion,
I confecrated the other half to juftify it, and
torender, by my virtues, a more-worthy homage
to her who fo long received that of my heart,
1 proudly contemplated the firft of my days in
which I had neither given occafion for my own
blufhes, for your's, for her’s, nor for thole of
any one who was dear tome, My Lord B——,

~ being apprehenfive of a forrowful parting, was
- for our fetting out early, without taking a for-
mal leave; but though hardly any body was
. fHirring in the houfe, we cauld not elude your
friendly vigilance. Your door half open, and
: - your

The moment of my life in which I had moft .
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in and finding
my mind thofe
1 canie to my
tas on the for
rerence , and
qever found
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ied , inpart."
vards to be .
|; and perhaps
lheek , had not

your woman on the watch; your coming out &
meet us, and our goingin and finding a table fet
out, and tea made ready, all thefe circumitances
brought to my mind thofe of former times ; and,
comparing my prefent departure with that which
cameto my rememberance, I found myfelf &
very differently difpofed to what I was on the for=
‘mer occafion, that I rejoiced to think Lord B
was a witnefs of that difference, and hoped to
make him forget at Milan the fhameful fi ;
of Befangon. I never found myfelf fo refo!
_before ; 1 prided myfelf in difplaying my temper’
before you ; behaving with more fqr:;;udp
ou have ever feen in me ; and gloried, in part: €3, . :
gng, to think I had appeared before you ';tt:n\g::fh he
I was going ever afterwards to be. This idea afinels (;fhis
added to my courage; I fupported my fpirits
by yourefteem ; and perhaps fhould have left -
you without weeping, if a tear, trickling down
your cheek, had not drawn a fympathetick d op
from my eyes. o A
I left you with a heart fully fenfibleof its © ?1“ \
ligations, and particularly penetrated with fuch = ¥
as your friendfhip has laid me under; refolv
to employ the reftof my life in deferving them.

My Lord B——, taking me to tafk for my pa (e |
» follies, laid before me no very agrecable picture;
- and I knew by the juft feverity with which he

cenfured my foibles, that he waslittle afraid of

imitating them. He pretended, neverthelefs, t0

ily penetrated
e relt of my
lies , laid

e

e

*

e W

be apprehenfive of it; and fpoke to me with

fome uneafinefs of his journcy to Rome, and the
s ' unworthy .
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: 1 could then indulge myfelf inmy
griefs 3 I fhould embrace her cold tomb with

I might then fay, She hears my cries, fhe ices
my tears, the is moved by my groans, fhe ap-
proves and accepts of my homage,

united to her again.——But fhe lives, and is
happy in the poflfeflion of another.——She
lives, and her life is my dcath; her happinefs
is my torment; and heaven, having taken
~ her from me, dcprwes me even of the mournful
- pl:zfure of regretting her lofs———fhe lives, but

-an hundred times farther from hcr-than if fhe
j wm no more.

I went to bed under thefe tannenung reflex-
mm; they acr:umpamﬂf me in my fleep, -and
difturbed it with terriblel apprehenfions, The
‘moft poignant afflitions, forrow, and death
compofed my dreams; and all the evils I ever
felt reprefented themfelves to my imagination
~ in a thoufand" new forms, to torment me over
again. One vifion in particular, and that the
mofl cruel of'all, ftill purfued me; and though
the confufed apparitions of various phantoms
feveral times appeared and vammed, they all
ended in the following :

Methought I faw the departed mother of
your: friend on her death-bed, and her daughter
on her knees before her, bathed in tears, kifing
lﬂﬂ: ‘hands, and receiving her laft breath.,” This

: D2 fcene,
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fecene, which you once defcribed to mey and which
will never be effaced from my memory, was re-

prefented in firiking colours before me. ¢“ O my

r her life
you it will
1er ) God

dear mother (faid Elnifa, in accents that chilled _ (he
-my very foul) the who is indebted to you for her rer ; but
life deprives you of your’s! Alas! tai:e back fectly
what you gave me, for without you itwill be only -an to take
a lifeof forrow.”—*¢ Mychild (anfwered her lan- ' not reach
guifhing mother) God is juft, and his will muft “vered her
‘be obeyed—you will be a mother in your turn, mein a
and”’—{he could fay no more.——On this mea -ead over
thought I went forward, tolook upon her; but w effort ,
the was vanifhed, and Eloifa lay in her place; I ue , my
faw her plainly, and perfe&tly knew her, though
her face was covered with a veil. I gave a fhrick,

 cam put

and ran to take off the veil; but, methought,
after many attempts to lay hﬂld of ity I could not
reach it, but tormented myfelf with vain endea=
vours to grafp what, thnugh it covered her face,
appeared to me 1mpalpahle Upon which, me-
thought {he addrefied me.in a faint voice, and faid,
¢¢ Friend, be compofed, the aweful veil thatis
{pread over.me.is too facred to be removed.”” At
thelewords I ftruggled, made a new effort, and
awoke; when I found myfelf in my bed, haraffed
with fright and fatigue, my face covered with
big drops of {weat, and drowned in tears,

y fears being a little diffipated, 1 wentto
fleep againj again the fame dream put me into
the fame agitations : I awoke again, and wentto
fleep the third time, when the fame mournful

fcene #ill prefented itlelf, the fame appcarance
of

- trgime , when

Gu gIL

o — o —






DIC O
( D 1O
AVEC 0O
ACccCd
e fro A
A N
DITIPDOIC
ANOSC( C
-
DTACTCA 1O DOC
|.' 0O
% O
-
A 21 (e
{ ODOKC(
Ong 11o
-
G O
O11d OT'1d



C\J

ol
)




aflure you, that not only his lordfhip has

. yus fears ; and

P E L OIS A i ;‘P' m [eeing her

perceived myfelf immediately fo altered, t hat renounced for
laughed at my ridiculous fearsy and while T out more ado ,
reflefted thatonly a hedge and a few ﬂlﬂlhb ,q.i [ protelt to you
vented me from feeing her alive and in good W en (o weak as
health, whom I imagined I fhould never e edit to myfelf,
again, I renounced for ever my fearful and 1e better of a
merical apprehenfions ; and determined,
out more ado, to return without even ﬁ:amg‘
You may believe me, Clara, when I prntcﬁ
you, that I not only did not fee her, but went
back, proud of not having been fo weak as to
pulh my credulity to the end, and of having at
Jeaft done fo much credit to myfelf, asnot o
have it faid of a friend of Lord Be———"s, :lha:hc
could not get the better of a dream, :
This, my dear coufin, is what I had to tcH -
you, and is the laft confeffion I have to make. *
The other particulars of our journey areﬂ-
at all interefting; letit fuffice, thercfnrq,

tion I have to
ot 1t [uffice ,
[atisfied with
e of my cure
ed from him
awn afide , |
oned it fince .
ong hood -
relpect my

very well fatisfied with me fince, but thatla
ftill more {o with myfelf, who am more Tca,ﬁ__, | "
of my eure than he can be, For fear of givir
him any needlefs diftruft, I concealed from hi
my not having a&ually feen you. When
afked me if the veil was drawn afide, I an{wered
without hefitation in the afirmative; and we
have not mentioned it fince. Yes, coufin, | h%. £
veil is drawn afide for ever; that veil which h:l&

o long hood-winked my reafnn Allmy unruly

paﬂiuns are extinguithed. I fee and refpect my

dut}' You are both dearer to me. than,pirer, .
S
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¢ but my heart knows no difference between you ;.
nor feels the leaft inclination to feparate the in-
feparables,

We arrived the day before yefterday at Mi-
lan, and the day after to-morrow we fhall leave
~ #. In about a week we hope to be at Rome,
and expe& to find letters from you on our ar-
rival. How tedious will feem the time before L

fhall fee thofe two furprifing perfons who have
fo long troubled the repofe of the greateft mind !

© Eloifa! O Clara! no woman that is not
~ equal to you is worthy of f{uch a man !

§8 s L'ET T E RFCXLVE
FROM MRS ORBE.

T7E all waited impatiently to Kear fronw
you, fo that you will éafily guefs how

- much pleafure your letters gave our little com-

¢ that they fhculd give me lefs than any other
Eerfﬁn in the houfe. ‘They all were pleafed that.
Iou had happily paﬂ'ed the Alps ; for my part,.
"I had no pleafure in reﬂ?:&hng that the Alps:

4 ¢ between us.
%lth refpe& to the particulars of your re-
;}E“Ing we have faid nothing of them: to the

B n; beﬁdes, I fkipped' over fome of your
foliloguies, in reading your letter in company.

Mr. Wolmar is fo ingenuous, as only to laugh
' atg:au, but Eleifa could not recolleét the lait-
Ds moments:
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That dream of your’s has fomething in it fo
horrible, that T am atonce terrified and 2ffi-
- ed with it, in [piteof all I ean do. In reading
§  your letter I am ‘apt to blame your agitation;
- after I havg read it I blame your fecurity, Tt
is impoflible to fee a fufficient reafon for your
being fo much affe@ed, and at the fame time
for - your becoming tranquil. It is very
ftrange, that your fearful apprehenfions fhould
~ prevail till the very moment in which youmight
- bavebeen fatisfied, and that you hould ftop there,
~ Another ftep, amotion, a word had done the
- bufinefs, - You were alarmed without rcafon,
- and compofed again without caufe: but you
. bave infected me with aterrour which you no len-
- gex feel 5 and itappears, that if you have given
an inftance once in your life of your fortitude,
| ﬁah_u been at my expenfe,  Since the receipt
~ of your fatal letter, my heart 15 ‘conftantly op-
~ prefled. 1 cannot approach Eloifa, without
. tremblingat the thoughts of lofing her, Ithink
- tvery now and then I fee a deadly palencfs over-
fpread her countenance ; - and this morning, as I
embraced her, ‘tears burft mvoluntarily from me,
| Mpﬂlrd down my cheeks. O, that veil!
R _H&:l l———There is fomething o prophetick
- vit, ‘that it troubles me every time I think of
- &;g.::!iiq, I'eannot forgive you for not removin g
- it when “you had it in your power, and fear [
ril“lh pever have a moment’s prace of ‘mind till
% dee you again in company with her,  You’

‘without having your means of difpelling them., -

o Srsifdond D6 muft -

has [omething
ite of all I can
ve read 1t |

~ being [o much

trange , that

ch you might
otion , a word
fed again

lon ger feel ;
your fortitude ,
2art 1s

the thoughts of
-ead her

ntarily from me

thing to

not forgive you
ver have a
u



Yo 2 € given a very
friends ; it
way from them

o B.L O 8K,
muflt own, that after h:wmg talked fo long of
philofophy, you have here given a very unfea-
fonable proof of your’s. Drenrn agiin, and
come and fee your friends; it were better for
you to do this and be a wifenary mertal, thanto
run away from them and be a philofopher.

It appears, by a letter of Loxd B——"s to
Mr, Wolmar, that hethinks ferioufly of coming
to fettle with us. As{oon as he is determined,
and his heart has madeits choice, may you both

return ftedfaft and happy! This is the con-
ftant prayer of our little community, and ;bm-
all that of ]rﬂur friend,

rioully of
as made its
yrayer of our

you know me
[evere enough
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Crara Om
P, §~I1f youreally heard nothing of our con=

verfation in the Elyfium, it is perhaps fa J at prefent than
much the better for you; for you know me n of civilities ;
to be vigilant enough to fee fomc people > of my family,

without their feeing me, and (evere
to verify the proverb, that ¢¢ fy}mrﬂffdﬁﬂ

bear any good of themfelves.”

LETTER CXLVIH,
FROM MR. WOLMAR.

S I write to Lord B——, and cxplunmy-w
felf fo fully with refpeét to you, I have
hardly any thing more to fay at prefentthan to
refer you to-his letter. Your’s would perhap#
require of me a return of civilities; but thefe F
had rather make in a&ions than in words., To
make you one af my famﬂy, to treat you as my
s brother,

5.
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brother, my friend; tomake her you loved your
fifter; to put into your hands a paternal autho-
rity over my children; to inveft you with my
privileges, after having robbed you of your’s;
thefe are the compliments I have to make you,
If, onyour part, you juftify my condudt, itwill
be fufficient praife. I have endeavoured to ho-
nour you with my efteem ; itis your’s to honour
~ me by your merit, Let no other encomiums
pals between us. :
So far am I from being furprifed at feeing you
affeted with a dream, that I fee no very good
reafon for your reproaching yourfelf for being fo,
- One dream more or lefs feems to be of no
importance in fuch fyftematical gentlemen as
yourfelf, whofe very principles are fo vifionary,
- What I reproach you for is lefs the effect of
your dream, than the fpecies of it; and that for
‘a reafon very different, perhaps, from what you
may imagine, A certain tyrant once condemned
a man to death for dreaming that he had ftabbed
him. Recolle&t the reafon he gave for that
fentence, and make the application. What!
you arc going to determine the fate of your
friend, and you are thinking of your old amours!
Had it not been for the converfation of the
preceding evening, I fhould never forgive you
that dream. Think in the day-time of what
- you are going to do at Rome, and you will
~ ‘dream lefs at nightof what is doing at Vevay.
. The little French-woman is fick, which
keeps Mrs, Wolmar fo conftantly employed
- that
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. endeavour to touch him a little more to the

& | ELOTIS A ly tWwo men in
her. In fhort,. I can avow,.in jultificationof my
friend, that 1 know only two men in the world:
who could fee and converfe with her without
danger.

Oh, Wolmar! he is loft to reafon. I fee, and
feel it; I own it to you with bitternefs of heart..
I tremble to think how far his extravagant
paflion may make him forget himfelf and his:
duty., I tremble left that intrepid love of wvir=
tue, which makes him defpife the opinion of

With bitternels
tim forget
makes him
_ 'me , and lead
'y Lord B - -
! too ! who
9! No, he

: he (hall thus

the world, fhould hurry him into the other ex~ yetuolity of
treme, and lead him to trefpafs even the facred  Yinly increafed
laws of decorum and decency. Shall my Lord  find realoned
B—— contract fuch a marriage! Can yow y If1

think it—under the eye of his friend too! whae  Jiully, and
fees, who fuffers it!-—and who lies under in-  Jpiesinto a
finith obligations to him ! No, he fhall rip npe:! | not how to

my breaft, and tear out my heart with his own.
hand, ere he thall thus abufe it. '
But, what fhall 1do! how fhall I behav: my=
felf? you know his impetuofity of temper.  Ar~
gument will avail nothing; and his difcourfe of
late has only increafed my apprehenfions for
him. Atfirft, Iaffeted notto underftand himy -
and reafoned indirectly in general maxims; he
in turn affeéted not to underfland me. - If E

g
]
i
t
!
i
|
|
|

quick, he anfwers fententioufly, and imagines
he has refuted me. If I reply, and enforce my
argument, he flies into » paffion, and talks ina- =
manner fo unfriendly, that a real friend knows:
not how toanfwer him, You may belicve that:

on
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now. Ah! my dear friend, one ought to h

_give even to ralﬂrr}f the aﬁ'eﬂmg turn and a

“even your weaknefs being in you the effe& 'ﬂ

! *. Go'gle

3 _ I y goes by at
-1 ELOTITS A e

afking twenty times if it wasten o ch@h the prophetick
caufe the poft generally goes by at that time. '. o the end . You

Yes, my dear coufin, you aré ““Ehﬂ icate your

cannot deny it. In f[pite of the proph ich you
Chaillot, her Clara, fo wild, or rather .ﬁ 'ht to have your
creet, has not been fo to the end. You i € Wffecting turn
caught in the fame toils from which you teo @ Wion ! with what
much pains to extricate your friend, and I bm which you
not been able to preferve that liberty ?ﬂ“l‘fﬁ!ﬁ brealt that does

which you reftored me. It is my turn to la: =‘,-} vou the effect

be lamented ;
your talents to know how to Iaugh like you, a ' ‘:T-‘_ Tion as

pearance of kindnefs. Befides, whata difﬁ::‘lm ]
in our fituation | with what face can I divert
myfelf with an evil, of which I am the ctuiq

and from which you have taken upon you '
free me. There isnota fentimentin yourb
that does not awake 2 fenfe of gratltude in mtﬁf’

> . This courier
-ought us .

for you . Oho !
or , you will

virtue. Itisthis which confoles and diverts l’@‘.
My errours are to be Jamented ; but one
laugh at the falfe modefty which makes ynﬁ:
blu[h at a paflion as innocent as }rﬂurfelf '
But to return to your Italian courier, and leave
moralizing for a while. This courier then, wh- |
has been fo long-in coming, you will afk what

* he has brought us. Nothing but good news of

our friends, and a letter as big as a packet for
you. Oho! I fee you {mile and take breath
now. As the latter is fent you, however, you

will doubtlefs wait patiently to know what it
cﬁﬂm |
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ontains, It may yet neverthelefs be of fome
imation, even though it did not come when
expefled ; for it breathes fuch a tender but
1 will only write news to you, and I dare fay
what I was going to fay is none.

With that letter is come another from
Lord B to my hufband, witha great many
--compliments alfo for us. This contains {fome

" real news, which is fo much the more unex-
- peted, as the firft was filent on the fubjet.

" Qur friends at Rome were to fet out the next

 bufinefs; and from whence they are to go to
fee Mount Vefuvius. Can you conceive, my
dear, that fuch a fight can be entertaining ?
but on their return to Rome, think, Clara,
guefs what may happen.—Lord B is on the
pointof being married——not, I thank heaven,
to that unworthy Marchionefs, who he tells us,
on the contrary, is much indifpofed. To whom
then i— To Laura, the amiable Laura,
§ Who=——yet, what a marriage! our friend
- Tays not a word about it. Immediately after the
marriage they will all three fet out, and come
hither, to take their future meafures. What
they are to be my hufband has not told me;
* but he expeéts that St. Preux will ftay with us,
I muft confefs to you his filence gives me
fome little uneafinefs; 1 cannot fee clearly
through it. I think I fee an odd peculiarity of
_ circumftances, and conteft of human paffions
:hfnlutely unintelligible. 1 cannot fee how fo

good

Go glu
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Mh? With whom can | hﬂpel:ohﬂd
fed, and to what m{'pc&*can 1 pretend, if
Mdim refpeét her ?
‘f‘ﬁ}df yet, though my heart tells me this,
mrpeak! againft it ; and, without being
able to tell why, I cannot think it right that
- Lord B— iha-uld contrad fuch a marriage, and
: f_. at his friends thould be concerned in the affair.
 Sucl h is the force of prejudice ! fo difficult is it
F“' e off the yoke of publick opinion ! which,
neverthelefs, generally induces us to be unjuft :
pﬁ' good is effaced by the prefent evil ; but,
 the paﬂ evil ever effaced by any. prefent
P @
~ I hinted to my hufband my uneafinefs s to
W‘Cﬂnduﬂ of St. Preux in this affair. ¢ He
: -' (fmd I) to be athamed to fpeak of it to my
' : I know he is incapable of bafenefs, but
*- Ms too cafy, and may have too much indul-
| ce for the foibles of a friend.”’—¢ No (anfwer-
! ﬁhc} he has done what he ought, and I know
I will continueto do fo; this is all I am at liberty
i to tell you at prefent of the matter; but St.
: Preux is honeft, and 1 will engage for him, you
ip
g
i

f

will be fatisfied with - his condu@.”—It is im-

~ pofiible, Clara, that Wolmar can deceive me, or
. 8¢t. Preux him. So pofitive an aflurance, there-
ﬁq,fully fatisfied me ; and made me fulpe@ my
| feruplestobethe effeétofa falfe delicacy, and that
| . ifTwaslefs vain and more cquitable, I fhould find
|

‘ "Iauu.mﬁ:: deferving the rank of Lady B——.
.
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But, to take leave of her for the pr:l'wt-, and
return to ourfelves. Don’t you perceive too
well, in reading this letter, that our friends are
llkcly to return fooner than we expefted? and

‘?I

is not your heart a little affe@ed by it? Doesit

not Autter, and beat quicker than ordinary? that
heart too fufceptible, and too nearly akin tomine!
is itnot apprch:nfivc of the danger of living fami~
liarly with a beloved object? to fee him every
day; to fleep under the fame roof ! and if my
errours did not leflen mein your efteem, does not.
my example give you reafon to fear for yourfelf 2
In your younger years, how many apprehen-

fions for my fafety did not your good fenfe and

friendfhip fuggeft, which a blind paffion made
me defpife ! It is now, my dear friend, my turn
to be apprehenfive for you, and I have the better
claim to your regard, as what I have to offer is
founded on fad experience. Attend to me, then,
cre it be too latej left, having pafled half your
life in lamenting my errours, you fhould pafs the
ather in lamenting your own. Above all things,
place not too great a confidence in your gaiety of .
temper, which, though it may be a fecurity to
thofe who have nothing to fear, generally betrays
thefe who are in real danger. You, my dear
Clara, once laughed at love, but that was be=
caufe you were a ftranger to the paffion ; and, .
not having felt its power, you thought yourfelf
above its attacks. Love is avenged, and laughs
in its turn at you. Learn to diftruft its deceit- -
ful mirth, left it fhould one day coft you an
“ | equal
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as you pretend, could annex to love as tender a

- thy man.
- Ah, my poor coufin! it is your tafk for the

Chun fredds amante i mal ficuro amico,

That acold lover is a faithlefs friend,

* Tam greatly afraid I have at prefent one reafon
' more than ever I had to rely upon you. Butto

, Iqupe&.ﬂ::t you were in love much fooner
- than you perhaps imagine; or, at leaft, that
the fame inclination which ruined me would
m{'p&uccd you, had I not been firft caught

imm fnare. Can you conceive a fentiment

o e -

its birth? Can you conceive thatat our age

~an amiable young man without danger, or

that the conformity fo general in our tafte
~ and inclination thould not extend to this par-

- B i = - T ==

- yeu might bave been more prudent than I

the

Go 3]::

wn affedion, that it injured even the intimacy:
with your friend : that heart, fo little fulceptible, .

~ fupplement to fatisfy the fond defires of a wor-

future to refolve your own doubts, and if it be

Ebmt with what I had to fay to you on this.

Bl snd: aprecable could be fo: flow is:

~ wecould eitherof us live in a familiarity with

ticular? No, my dear, you, [ am certaing:
- would have loved him if 1 had not loved him .
firft, Lefs weak, though not lefs fufceptible,

: jﬁﬁmt being more happy. But what incli=
~ nation would have prevailed on your generous:
Ilwﬂﬁrtlu horrour ;:uu would have felt.at .

*art, fo little
1t to [atisfy the
r the feeture to

[ent one
had to [ay to
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the infidelity of betraying your friend ! It was
our (riendfhip that faved you from the fmares

* of love ; you refpefted my lover with the fame
friendfhip, and thus redeemed your heart at the
expn fe of mine,

* Thefe conjectures are not fo void of fouluh-
tion as you may imagine ; and had I a mind to
recolleé thofe times which I could wifh to forget,
it would not be difficult for me to trace evenin
the care you imagined you took only in my
concerns, a further care, ftill more interefting,
in thofe of the cbjet of my affedtion. Not
daring to love him yourfelf, you encouraged
me to do it; you thought each of us neceffary
to the happinefs of theother, and, therefore, that
heart, which has not its equal in the world,
loved us both the more tenderly. Be affured, that
had it not been for your ewn weaknefs, you
would not have been fo indulgent to me; but
you would have reproached yourfelf fora juft
feverity towards me, with an imputation of
jealoufy. . You' were confcious of having ne
right te contend with a pafion in me, which
ought, neverthelefs, to have been fubdued ; and,
‘being more fearful of betraying your friend
than of not acting difcreetly, you thought-,. in
offering up your own bappinefs to owr’s, you
had made a fufficient facrifice to virtue. |

This, my dear Clara, is your hiftory ; thul
hath your defpotick friendfhip laid me under the'
neceflity of being obliged to you for my fhame,
ﬂ.ﬂﬂ' dfﬁhankingyou for m}r ertours. Think noty

: however,
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juftly attending an inequality of rank, M;

‘confequence, if I could not find out a method to
- to believe this may be brought about without

- fo much on my meafures, that I fhall undertake

- united in mine. May they fill (if po!ﬁbl;j h"

~ your friend by indulging your love, and Ifhall

lie under of

it 1s necellary
lattending an
ihor tifying

I have a glimpfe of another kind of embarrafs
ment, in the neceflity you lie under of making.
the firft declaration: for, before he prefum,ﬁ
afpire to you, it is neceflary you fhould give him_

i TR : : Pld t
permiflion ; this is one of the eircumftances §2 appear to

y

often obliges the fuperior to make the moft m ‘Y ¥brought about
Itf}rmg advances. L

As to this d:ﬁit:ulty, Ican eafily fnrglnyﬂ)._
Hnd even confels it would appear to me of real

=

>s , that I (hall
Faoth formerly
‘ld that heart

sat art will be
In , to the end

rve , regret,

funite for ever
4

|

Jall (1f

Ius ' Yes,

)& more certain

remove it. I hope you depend fo far on meas
your being [eenin it; and on my part, I depend

itwithaffurance of fuccefs: for, notwithftanding
what you both formerly told me of the difficulty
of converting a friend into a lover, if I canread
that heart which I too long ftudied, Idon’t be-
lieve that on this occafion any great art will be
neceflary. 1 propofe, therefore, to charge my-
fef with this negociation, to the end that you
may indulge yourfelf in the pleafurc of his re-
turn, without referve, regret, dan_gcr, or fcan-
dal. Ah! my dear coufin ! how delighted fhall
I be to unite for ever two hearts fo well formed
for each other, and - which have been long

|
11
l
|

more clofely united ! may we have but one
hcart amongft us! Yes, Clara, you will ferve

be more certain of my own fentiments, whenl

fhall

-
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papa is fet out this morning for Etange; my
licle grand-papa is gone a-hunting; my little
mama is gone into her clofet to writc; and
there is nobody with me but Parnette and the
French-woman, Indeed, mama, I don’t know
how it is; but, fince our good friend has left
us, we are all fcattered about flrangely. You
began firft, mama; you foon began to be tired,
when you had nobody left to teaze: but what
. is much worfe fince you are gone is, that my
little mama. is not {o good-humoured as when
you were here. My little boy is very well,
Erh: does not love you, becaufe you did not
ance him yefterday as you ufed to do. As
me, I believe I fhould love you a little bit
3 }'nu would return quickly, that one
ﬁlght not be {6 dull. But, if you would make
it ‘up with me quite, ‘you muft bring my little
fﬂm:l:hmg that would pleafe him. “Fo quiet
 him,. indeed, would notbe very cafy; youwould:
be puzzled to know what to do with him. Q
that our good friend was but here now ! for it is,
as he faid'; my fine fan is broke topieces, my blue
firtis tornall to bits, my white frock is in tat-
ters; my mittens arc not worth a. farthing.
Fare you well, mama, I muft here end my
letter ; for my little mama has ﬁmﬂ:led her’s,
~and is coming out of her clofet. I think her
gb are red, but I durflt-not fay fo: in reading
is, hnwever, the mll fee I obferved it. M}t

=3 W E=1 an e — -
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.1 confefs, indeed, that too intimate connexs
h at his age and mine are dangerous; but,
‘with beth our hearts engaged by the fame objeét,
m fo accuftomed to place it between us,
that without anaihilating you at leaft, it was
_impoffible for us to come together. Even that
familiarity, fo dangerous on every other occa-
‘fion, was then my fecurity, Owur fentiments
w oa our ideas, and when thefe have
*ﬁlﬁ: taken a certain turn, thﬁy are not fﬂﬁiy
mm. We had talked together too much
in one ftrain to begin upon another; we had
“advanced too far to return back the way we
came; love is jealous of its prerogative, and
- will make its own progrefs; it does not choofe

- fhort, I am #till of the fame opinion, that cri-
minal carefles never take place between thofe
thhlﬂ been long ufed to the andeanng em-
~ braces of innocenice. In aid of my fentiments,
- came the man deftined by heaven to conflitute
i& momentary happinels of my life. Youw
~coufin, he was young, well made, ho-
_ nﬂ; complaifant, and follicitous to pleafe; itis
- true,  hc was not fo great a mafter in love as
- your friend; but it was me that he loved : and,
~ when the heart is free, the paflion which is ad-
dreffe :too.urfelves hath always in it fomething
- contagious. I returned his aﬂ'a:ftmna, therefore,
~ with all that ‘femained of mine, and his fhare
e Mas left him no room to complain of his

e - -
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~ that friendfhip fhould meet it halﬁ-w;y, In

Wuh all this, what had I to appre--

ire dangerous
ultomed to
[ible for us

~ cca. fion,

iefe have
ogether too
turn back the
n progrels ; it
(till of the

1at have been
iIents , came
life . You
licitous to

~ but it was me

[ed to
ns , therefore
oom to



and , joined
| that after my
I became a
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hend ? I will even go fo far as to confefs that
the prerogatives of the hufband, joined to wr
duties of a wife, relaxed for a moment the w i
of fncnd‘lhlp ; and that after my change of con-
dition, giving myfelf up to the duties of my ptor , I had ,
new ftation, I became a more affe&ionate wife: Whim with very
than I was a friend: but in returning to you, Jover felt

I have brought back two hearts inftead of one,  Bime afraid . I

and have not fince forgot that I aloneam tlnrﬂl* would not :
with that double obligation, " Wasnot, nor
What, my dear friend, fhall I fay further? Wilengaged,

At thereturn of our old preceptor, I had, “ﬁ“ W% , my [cruples

rt was [o

r the earnelt
the return of
delf molt

were, a new acquaintance to cultivate: a
thought I looked upon him with very different
eyes; my heart fluttered as he faluted me, ina
manner I had never felt before; and thu ‘more
plealure that emotion gave me, the more it made -.
me afraid. I was alarmed at a fentiment which
feemed criminal, and which perhaps would ‘not
have exifled had it not been innocent., I too
plainly perceived that he was not, nor could be -
any longer your lover; I wastoofenfible that his
heart was difengaged, and that mine was fo too s .
You know the reft, my dear coufin my fmm
my- {cruples were, Iﬁ:e, as well known to

as tomyfelf. My unexperienced heart was h _
intimidated by fenfations fo new toit, that I
even reproached myfclf for the carnclt dtﬁ.rg'l
felt to rejoin you; as if that defire had not been
the {ame before the return of our friend. I .
was uneafy that he fhould be in the very place =

where 1 myi’e]f moft inclined to be, and believe .
I thould

Go gle
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I am lefs able to govern them, and that very
chearfulnefs, which has been fo faral to the
innocence of others, has preferved mine, £
that it has been always cafy, Imﬁl:-fn; an
more than it is to remain a widow at my
and not be fometimes fenfible that the da
confbitutes but one half of our lives. Nay,
‘notwithftanding the grave face you put on the
matter, 1 imagine your cafe does not differ in
that greatly from mine. Mirth and pleafantry
may then afford no unfeafonable l'lllﬂfi 4 ed to confefs
perhaps be a better pre['cmatwe than gm ' t0 the
fons. How many times, in the ftillnefs of |
night, when the heart is all open to, Itfdf, M '
I driven impertinent thoughts out of my: 1
lp:y ftudying tricks for the nextday ! ‘how w st of
times have I not averted the dmg&r_ of a private
converfation by an extravagant fzncy! There
is always, my dear, when one is weak, Lﬁq

wherein gaicty becomes ferious ; but. tiat Giﬂ
will not come to me. PR

Thefe are at leaft my fentlmentw&. thﬂm
ter, and what I am not athamed to

anfwer to your’s. -1 readily confirm all lshut‘;i
faid in. the Elyfium, as to thn growing paflion
I perceived, and the happinefs I had enjoyed -
during the winter. 1 mdu]gcd; myfelf freclyin
the pleafing reflexions of being always in. uﬁnﬁr
pany with the perfon I loved, while I'dﬂfﬂ
nothirig further ; and, if that nppﬁmwﬁﬁ '
fbfifted, 1 thould have coveted na other: - W .
t,hearfiﬂ nefs was the effe@ of contentment, .andi

e does not

c winter . I
. pany with

Go gle



oot E, “‘1 turned thu pl:afure of
erling * '.; th '.h lﬂtﬂdtollr.ry, and perceived
| ing myfelf with laughing, I was
&em for future forrow.
mt, mdced belp thinki g fometimes,
my null p]aymg upon him gave him
pleafure than heaffe@tcd. The cun-
Creature “ not angry at being offended,
"“:L _ ‘a long time before he could be
nght pef, it was only that he might
¥ %f ufun: of being entreated. Again,
i irn have frequently laid hold of fuch
-alions to exprefs a real tendernefs for him,
W dl the while to make a jeft of him :
(2 sty wmglcl.haw been puzzled to fay
. .'ﬁt ihr. ‘moft of -a child. One day I re-
“E 1 at you was abfent, he was playing
&t chelswith your hufband, while I and the Jitle
man were diverting ourfelves at fhut-
in -theJmn; room; I gave her the fignal,
an cpt 'ﬁ, € on our phﬂdl’uph{:r who, I
ind, b ' the boldnefs of hrs]uuks,and therca-
fs 5 .F moves, had the beft of the game,
¢ was.{mall, the chefs-board hung
'iwatchcdmyupportumtv, there-
d without fecming to defign it, gave the
m with a back-flroke of my rac-
n¢ 'Mr:rtum:d the whole game on the
Ou never in your life faw a man in
: hewaseven fo enraged, that when
| h‘ﬂ choice of a kifs or 2 box on the
{Rf nf penance, he fullenlj' turned
F away

i ’ _ :1 "
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~again, I fhall fear nothing for your life, nor

ealinefs at
1 are miftaken
iends your
. Not that I
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grin his abfence gives me, huwe‘v.'er, :
little aggravated by my uncafinefs at hp dres
If you have placed all to the atcaw of
therefore, you are miftaken; friendthip hall. EY
part in my uneafinefs. After the departiir:_ &1
our friends, your looks were pale and changed;
I expe&ted you every moment to fall fick. m
that I am credulous:. I am only fearful. ; d
know very well that a bad dream dne;s not 1 -
c:ﬂ"anl]r produce a finifter events . but ffﬂ-. .
ways afraid left fuch an event fhould fucceed i"t‘s Mments thele
Not one night’s reft could I get for that nnluck’ ‘Mo increale
dream, till [ faw you recover your former hllnbm ™
Cuuld I have fufpelted the effeéts his anxw -
would have had on me, without knuwmg any

thing of it, ‘I would certamljr have given e 1!’
thing I had in the world that he ﬂ:lﬂlﬂd have
Ihnwn himfelf, when he came back fn ﬁucﬁ
like a fool from Villeneuve, !

At length, however, my fears ?mMﬁﬂl
your fulpicious looks; your health and slpﬁp
tite having a greater cffedt on me than
pleafantries. The arguments thefe fuﬁmﬂ«l,ﬂ
table againft my apprehenfions, in If'mfdlﬁpdp
ed them, To increafe our happm:ﬁ qu*fngﬂ
is on his return, and I am in every reflpe& de- -

Jighted. Hisreturn, fo far from alarming
gives me confidence; and as foon as we f&r.

my repofe. In the mean time, be careful, dm
coufin, of my fru:nd, and be under no appre-

henfions for your’s; fhe will take care of her-
- felf,

Go gle
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wil m-w for her. And yet I have ftill
my heart——1I fcel an oppreflion which

=- yunt fm‘ Ah! my dear, to think
y one dwy art for mr! that one

;he uther! how unhappy will fhe
ﬂmt lot fhall fa]l! ﬂle will either

entation? You will fay, Fyeon thefe
mnur: ! inftead of ta}kmg of ‘dmh,
choofe a more entertaining topick, and
EMr marriage. Your hufband has
ee m-:--;:_ entertained fuch a notion, and per=
F' be had never fpoken of it to me, it
ever have come into my head. I have

}M-- ht of it now and then, but alwa s
h difdain. It would be abfolutely malung
m:u of me; for, if [ fhould have
i‘“ en by a fecond marriage, 1{hould cer-
conceit myfelf the grandmother of thofe
At t. You are cerrainly very good to
ipon yourfelf fo readily to fpare the
}uur friend, and to look upon your

 bene! llm::. For my own part, never-
efs,  fee my well that all the reafons
ed ﬁp your obliging follicitude are not
-tﬁg leaft of mine againft a {ecﬂnd mar-

"I-

° .:’E&lbus, I am not mean-fplrmed enough

um thofe reafons any reluctance

' #5 Wera 1 thould

g :'_ .-| - .
i -’i % 5 sl i T
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I fhould have to break zn cng;gtmtni
- made with myfelf, nor the fear of beix
fured.for doing my rlut}', nor an mequ lity in
point of fortune in a circumftanee wlmfc that
perfon reaps the greateft honour to whom the
other would be obliged for his: but, Wthﬂ&f
. :n:pt;atmg what I have, fo often told ynu mﬁv
cerning my love of independency and nat
- averfion to the marriage yoke, I will :ﬁdeg
et un!y one'objection, and this I draw from th
facred diftates which nobody in the world pa)
a greater regard to than yourfelf, Remove th
obftacle, coufin,’and Igwe up the point. Am.l,ﬁ
all thofe airs of mirth and drollery, which g

you fo much alarm, my confcience is Perf: E

eafy. The rememberance of my hufband ex

not a bluth ; I even take pleafure to think hi

a witnefs nf my innocence ; for why ﬂmuﬁ"[
be afraid to do that now he is dead, which T
ufed to do when he was living ? but'wil] thfﬁﬁe
‘the cafe, Eloifa, if I fhould violate thofe Facred
engagements which united us; if I fhould fw:lr
to ancther that everlafting léve, which I have
fo often {wore to him; if my divided heart
“thould rob his memory of what it beftowed on
‘his fucceflor, and be incapable without offend-
ing one to Jlfcharhe the Gbilgﬂtaﬂnﬁ it owes th:e
‘other{ Will not that form, now fo pleafing to
‘my imagination, fillme with hnrmurand'iﬂ’ném
will it not be ever prefent to poifon my delight?
and will nothis rememberance, which now con=
’,ﬂl‘utes the h1ppu efs of my life, be my future
- torment?
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, than toacquaint you with my refolution.
f!ﬁ, sunow know my heart as well, if not better,
n I do. My honour, my happinefs, are
. S lly dear to you as to myfelf; and, in the
_ “"%” ¢ tranquillity of your paflions, you will
~ be the beft able tojudge of the means to fecure
htheone and the other. Take: my conduct,
3 orey under your dircction. I fubmit it en-
Eﬁmlr to you. Let us return to our natural
M and r:mprocd]}r change our employment ;
‘we fhall both do the better for it: doyou go-
3 ,ﬂm, and you fhall ind me tractable : let it be
b % place to dire&t what I fhould do, and it

m be mine to follow your dire&ions.
~ Take my heart, andenclofe it up in your's;
j ght bufinefs have infeparables fortwa? But to
~ return toour travellers; though, to fay the truth,
I have already faid fo much about one, that |
jmily dare fpeak a word about the other, for
‘you fhould remark too great a difference
- in my ftile, and that even my friendfhip for the
generous Englifhman fhould betray too much
- p;pvd for the amiable Swils. Befides, what can
I fay about letcers I have not feen? you ought
| I.t_ltlﬂ: to fend me that of Lord B——. But
rou durft not fend it without the other. It is
well. You might, however, have done
‘Mr. Well, recommend me to your duen-
- nas of twenty : theyare infinitely more trattable

than thofe nf thirty.

- Imuft revengemyfelf, however, by informing

- muf the effect of your fine referve, It has only
BT g F 5 made
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preceptor to your children, and
pafs the remainder of his life with you.

my intention of fettling alfo in your part of ¢t
world; and thus [ prevented any of thuﬂeﬁa

jeﬂions his friendfhip might have made on ac-
count of leaying me. A change in my refolu-

tions, however, made me foon alter my tale.
He had not feen the Marchionefs thrice, be-
fore we were both agreed in our opinion of her,
Unfortunate woman! poficfled of  noble quali-
ties, but without virtue! her ardent, fincere
paflion at firft affc&cd me, and nourifhed mine;

but her paflion was tinged with the hluknef!

of her foul, and infpired me in the end with
horrour. When he had feen Laura, and knew
herdifpofition, 'her beauty, herwit, and un-
exampled attachment, I formed a refolution to
make ufe of her to acquire a perfe€t kn '
of the fituation of St Preux. If [ marry Lim
faid I to him, it is not my intention to
her to Liondon, where fhe may be known but
toa place, where virtue is refpefled in whom-
foever it is found : you will there difcharge your
duty of preceptor, and we fhall ftill continue to
live together. IfI do not marry her, it is time
for me, however, to think of fettling. You
know my houfe in Oxfordihire, and will make
‘your choice, either to take upon you the edu-
cation of Mr, Wolmar’s children, or to accom-
pany me iu my retiement. To this he made
: - me

Go gle
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~me juftfuch-an anfwer as I expeéted ; butl had
‘a mind to obferve his condu&. If, in orderto
~dpend his time at Clarens, he had promoted a
“marriage which he ought to have oppofed, or,
“on the contrary, preferred the honour of his
friend to his own happinefs ; in either cafe, I

~ fay, the experiment anfwered my end, and I
‘knew what to think of the ﬁtuatmn of his
- heart,
~ Ontrial, I found him to he fuch as I wifthed ;
ﬁml refolved againft the project I pretended to
‘hmﬁnl:med, and ready with all his arguments
' hrqppofp.u ; but I was continually in her com~
~_pany, and was moved by her tendernefs and af-
~ feétion, My heart, totally difengaged from
‘the Marchionefs, began to fix itfelf on her rival,
by this conftant intercourfe. The fentiments
of Laura increafed the attachment fhe had be-
fore infpired ; and I began to be alhamed of fa~
'ﬂlﬁm to that prejudice [ defpifed the efteem
" which I was fo well convinced was due to her
‘merit; I began even to be in doubt, whether I
bad not laid myfelf under fome ub]igatian to do
'~ that merit juftice, by the hopes I had given her,
‘if not in wnrds,at leaft by my aétions. Thpugh I
“mever promifed her any thing, yet to have kept
“her in fufpenfe and expellation for nothing
“would be to:deceive her; and I could not help

I\ M. mexlnga.kind of duty to my inclina-
 tion, and confuliing happinel: more than repu-

o, mn,, I attempted to reconcile my paffion to
reafon,,

ECIU Slc
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reafon, and refolved to carry my
fchemeas far as it would po, and even to
cute it in reality, if [ could not recede .wit
injuftice. -After fome time, however, ‘I t
to be more uneafy on account of St. Prew
he did not appear to a& the part he hadam
taken with that zeal ‘I expe@ed. Indeed, he
oppofed my profeffed defign of marrmge, buttook
little pains to check my growing inclination g
fpeakm g to me of Laura in fucha ﬁum B!' m s he vilited
comium as, at the fame time that he appe: red Wicret under

to diffuade me from marrying her, added fuel B the man [he

- Wee of

it my
ometimes , in
¢ glance on St

inconfiftency gave me fome alarm: I did
think him fo fteady as before, He ﬁn;mcdf
of diretly oppofing my fentiments, gave m
to my arguments, was fearful of giving Welﬁf
ind indeed feemed to have loft all that int
in doing his duty, which the true paffion for
infpires. Some other obfervations which I ﬂﬂ
alfo increafed my diftruft. T found out tha€.
ke vifited Laura unknownto me; and that, lf'
their frequent figns, there was a fecret under=. |
fanding between them. On her part, the pro<- |,
fpe@ of being united to the man fhe loved feemed
to give her no pleafure ; I obferved in her the
fame degree of tendernefs, indeed, but that
tendernefs was no longer mixed with joy atmy
ippmach ;' a gloomy fadnefs perpetually clouds
ing her features. Nay, fometimes, in'the tefi<
dereft part of our converfations, I have ca
l&ﬁr gaﬁing afide glance on St. Preux; on which |
a tear

1
!
i
!
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‘-ibll endeavoured to conceal from me.
they carried the matter fo far, thatl,
Ir{i greall}' perplexed. W hat could
' Itis impoffible ((aid Ito myfelf) that
i while have beea cherifhin ga fergmt
{ How far have I not reafon to ex=
ny fulpicions, and return thofe he furmf.-rl y
1t _' d of me? Weak and unhappy as we
apm' misfortunes are generally of our own
"-.Fw 2! why do we complain that bad men
gﬂf:h other | All this operated but ta
M to come to, a determination, F or,
i was ignorant of the bottom of r.hcuf
il ' Ifnu_the heart of Laura was ftill the

5% *....iﬁ

| the laft moment, in. order to get all the

f‘ ." reux, 1 was refolved to convince. mylelf,” to
m him, and inthort to come at the truth

" Mmﬁer before 1 took any ftep in reﬁard to
B foritwaseafly to fu ppaf: that an infallible

- place a good difppﬁtrpn, and a reputation of
tw "' .- mﬂ;ndmg, in the balance againit

| Mamhgngaﬁ was not :gnnrant of what.

' palltdy having hei fpies in-the convent where
: v i i o riﬂ_llra"'

e

r would often fteal filently down her cheeks.

sﬁi whilé the good are fo ingenious ag -

“ﬂulﬂ that proof of “her affeCtion endeared
t.he more, I prapofecktu come to an

- ; with her before 1 put an end to the. -
irs but I was defirous of putting it off till

‘L could pofiibly before-hand.. As for St.

muft happen, and I was unwilling to.
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tion I had to fee her, propofeda journey to
]es, to which I confented.

Th fecond “day after our I.I'I'H"il] there, he
h‘_""' e into my chamber with a fixed and grave
~ cou itenance, holding a letter in his band, which
Tumed to have juft received. I flarted
, md cried out, ** The Marchionefs is
2d 1<« Would to God (faid he coldly) fhe
| t4 e! it were better not to exift, than to exift
ly to doevil; but it is not of her I bring you
tﬂ!ﬂ-% thmtgh what I bring concerns you
nearly : be pleafed, my lord, to give me an un-

interrupted hearing.” 1 was filent, and thus

“ In honouring me with the facred name of
end, you taught me how todeferveit. Ihave
? "mttﬂm felf of the charge you entrufted
 with me, and feeing you ready to forget your-
| ﬁff, have ventured to affift your memory.

~ entering into another; both equally unworthy
- of you. Had an unequal marriage been the on-
i'.;_‘gpbmt in queftion, Ifhould only have remind-
- edyou, that you was a peer of England, and
4 wﬂﬁfﬂl you cither to renounce all pretenfions to
lick honour, or to refpe& publick opinion.
e tamrrmge fo fcandalous! can you? no,
"._ﬁﬁl&ﬂi, you will not make fo unworthy a
cho It is not :nough that your wifc fhould
“bevir lnu:, her reputation fhould be unftained.
3 'ﬂ#?Bethr. mc, a wife for Lord Be—— is not
R eafily
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ther is indifpenfibly obliged to become one,
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I perceive you are both more agreeable to .#'I
with the tenets you poffefs, than you wmﬂdw

unhappy enough to think as [do. 1 as well

As to St. Preux, you know what were m Mp- 1 one
timents of him at your departure: thtﬂ: 5 was of
no nced to make any experiment on his heart :

to fettle my judgement concerning him. My ¢ his fyftem
roof had been before made, and I tho&glt = 1R
Emw him as well as it was poflible for ﬂntmu
to know another. 1 had, beﬁdﬂ; more tham
one reafon to place a confidence in him; and
was more fecure of him thanhe was of himfelf,
For though he feems to have followed your ex-
ample in renouncing matrimeny, you will per=
haps find reafon here to prevail on himtoc
his {yftem. But I will explain myﬁ:lffutth:rm 3

this head when I fee you,
With refpeét to yourfelf, I think your fﬂﬂk

ments on celibacy quite new and refined.  They
may, foraught 1 know, be judicious alfo, when
applied to pnl:tu:al inftitutions, intended to ba-
Jance and keep in @quilibrio the relative powers
of ftates; butI am in doubt, whether they are
not more (ubtle than folid, when :a.pphl.'d*w,
difpenfe’ with the obligagons that individuals
lie under to the laws of nature, It feems to me
that life is 2 blefling we receive on condition of
tran{mitting it to our fucceflors : a kind of te-
nure which ought to pafs from generation to
generation ; and that every one who had a fm— '

and refined
cal
rers of itates
plied to
ure . It

it to our
ration ; and
Such has

-
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Such has been hitherto your opinion alfo ; it was
4 ‘ one
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~government ; my good father will, doubtlefs,
’; 'j'uu enough of it; as he isemployed here
i; | day long, in the fullnefs of his heart, talking
"" ks with the magiftrates : and I find him not

? 4 . _,mm:uﬁtd that the Gazette fo feldorn
s m mention of Geneva, You may judpe of
the tedioufnefs “of their converfation, by - the
 length of my letterss for, when I am wearied
- “with their difcourfe; I leave them, and, inerder
P to divert myfelf, am tirefome toyou. Al T rew
rm of their Jong conferences is, that they
m*ﬂl%@ efteem the great good fmfi: which
MI in this city.  When we regard, indeed,
1] al adtion and re-action of all parts of
, which afford a reciprocal balance to
ﬁtlum, ‘it is not to be doubted that there
%_ ter abilities  employed ih the govern-
T, -lg nf this little republick than in that of
t@nt kmgdnms, whetre - every €hing fup-

' elf by its own proper-ftrength; and the
ﬁ‘sdmimr&ntt:dﬁ may be ‘thrown into the
o of a blotkhead, without any d-anger tb
2 ﬁﬁ&ﬁhﬁbh I ¢an aflure you, ‘this is ‘nok
3 ﬁ%h«eu. I never hear any body tzlk to

_ - @bout the famous minifters of gredt

without thinking of ‘the wictched mufi
vho thundered away uponour great organ

I-

H2ES A s I FENA G - .

r T becaufe he made a great roife.  The
- people here have only a little {pinnet, but in
 geners mey:m good harmony, thnughfthmh-
trament 'be now and then 2 little out of tune.
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. are made at Paris; while choice books are almoft
the only ones that are read at Geneva. By this
means, theirreading has lefs variety and is more
profitable. 'I'he women, on their part, tmp]n}r
a good deal of theu' time alfo in reading®; and,
their cq;uq:;fanup is afﬁa&cd by it, burina dif-
ferent manner. The fine lad1es are affeéled,
and fet up for wits l‘f:I:'E, as well as with us.
Nay, the pejty citizens themfelves learn from
their books a kind of methudlcal Ehlt—ChEl’, a
choice of words whu:h one is {urprifed to hear

from them, as we are {ometimes with a pral;t]E:
of forward children. They mult unite all the
~ good fenle of the men, all th«\: fpnnhtlmfzﬁ of

the’ women, and all the wit common to both;

the 1atter prudlfh

Asl was looking out of m]r window yefterday,

I overheard two tradefmen’s daughter both very
pretty, talking together in a manner {prightly

anqg}‘; toattra&t my attentmn I liftened, and

b,ga;d one of them propofe to the other, laugh-
ing, to write a journal of their tranfations.

5 Xes (rephed the other immediately) aJuurnal
; nfa morning, and a comment at night.” What

fay you, coulin I know not if thisbe the fiyle
of tradefmen’s daughters but I know one muft

be taken up greatly, indeed, not to be able,

du;mg the whole day, to make more than a
! G 4 comment
*Itis tu be remembered that thefe letters were written

gfr.i;,n fuggefted to the yeader.
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turn their perfons and pretenfions into ridicule?
You may f{uy what you will, but I maintain it,
that a certain coquettifh air and malicious raillery
confounds a gallant much more than filence or
~ contempt. What pleafure have I not tzken in

feeing a difcontented Celadon blufh, ftammer,
and lofe himfelf at every word ; whilﬂ the fhafts
of ridicule, lefs flaming, but more pointed than
 thofe of love, flew about him like hail ? in feeing
“him fhot him through and through with icicles,
whofe coldnefs addcd to the (mart “of the wounds!
Even you yourfelf, who never loved to'give
pain, do you believe your mild and ingenuous
behaviour, your timid, gentle looks conceal lefs
‘roguery and art than my hoydening? Upon my
- word, my dear, I much doubt, with all your
bypocritical airs, if an account were taken of all

i
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ther your’s would not be the longer lift, I can-
not help laughingevery time 1 think of that poor
Conflans, who came to me in fuch a paffion, to
1eproach you with having too greata regard for
him. ¢ Sheis fo obliging to me ({ays he) that
- I know not what to-complain of, and declines

ROERL TR

. .+ am afhamed of ﬁnding my felf fo unable to re-

m}r friend, that I find myfelf mcapable of fup=-
porting the charalter of her lover.”

 But to return to my fubjeé. 1. believe there
‘is no place in the world where married people

agree better, and are better managers, than in
- ik < 38 A

Gn 3'[’

the lovers you and [ have made fools of, whe-.

_my pretenfions with fo much good fenfe, that [

_ply to her arguments ; in fhort, fhe is {o much.
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LETTER.CLYL
FROM MRS. - WOLMAR.,

TOW delightful are my fenfations in be=
. L ginning this letter | Itis the firft time in
my life that 1 ever wrote to you without fear or
fhame! I am proud of the friendfhip which
now f{ubfifts between us, as it is the fruit of
an unparalleled conqueft over a fatal paflion—a
-paflion which may fometimes be overcome, but
is very rarely refined into friendfhip. To re-
linquifh that which was once dear to us when
honour requires it may be effected by the ef-
forts of ordinary minds ; but to have been what
we once were to each other, and to become
what we now are, this is a triumph indeed.
‘The motive for ceafing to love may poflibly be
a vicious one 3 but that which eonverts the moft
_ tender paffion into a fincere friendfhip cannot
~ beequivocal : it muft be virtuous. - But fhould
we ever have arrived at this of ourfelves ! Never,
never, my good [riend ; it had been rafhnefs o
‘attempt it. To avoid each other was the firft
article of our duty, and which nothing fhould
have prevented us from performing. We might
without doubt have continued our mutual
efteem ; but we muft have ceafed to write, or to
converfe. All thoughts of each other muft
~ have been fupprefied, and the greateft regard
~'we could have reciprocally fhown had been to
break off all correfpondence.

 Inftead of that, let us confider our pl:&ﬁ-:nt

one,
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outward appcarances, have onec do&rine for
theory and another for pradtice, and who lay
upon athers a burthen of moral duties which
they themfelves are unwilling to bear.
But, what kind of life has {fuch a prudcnt
virtuous man made choice of, in order to com-
ply with thofe rules he has prefcribed? Lefsa
philofopher than a man of probity and a chri-
ftian, he has not furely taken his vanity for a
guide : he certainly knows that it is much eafier
to avoid temptations, than to wi hftand them ;
does he, therefore, avoid all dangerous opportu-
nities ! does he thun thofe nh_]eﬂs which are -
moft likely to move his paffions? has he that
humble diffidence of himfelf which is the beft
fecurity to virtue! Quite the contrary; he does
not hefitate rafhly to rufh on danger. At thirty
years of age, he is going to feclude himfelf
from the world, in company with women of
his own age; one of whom was once tco dear
to him for him ever to banith the dangerous
idea of their former intimacy from his mind ;.
another of whom has lived with him in great
familiarity, and a thirdis attached to him by all
thofe ties which obligations conferred excite
in grateful minds. He is going to expofe him-
felf toevery thing that can renew thofe paflions
which are but imperfeély extinguithed ; he is
going to entangle himfelf in thofe fhares which
he ought, of all others, to avoid. There ‘is
not one circumftance attending his fituation
which ought not to make him diftruft his own
ftrength,
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Mtantly returns, and is ever prefent. Forget
ourfelves for a moment and weare undone! Is
it in fuch a flate of danger and tryal that our
days can pafs away in happinefs and tranquillity ?
or 1§ it for fuch as have once efcaped the danger
to expofe themfclves again to like hazards?
what future occafions may not arife, as hazardous
as thofe you have efcaped, and, what is worfe,
equally unforefeen? Do you think the monu-
ments of danger exift only in Meillerie? they
are in every place where weare; we carry them
about with us: yes, you know too well thata
fufceptible mind interefts the whole univerfe
in its paffion, and that every abje&@ here will
excite our former ideas, and remind us of our
former fenfations. Sl

I believe, however, I am prefumptuous enough
to believe, “that will never happen to me; and
my heart is ready enough to an{wer for your’s,
But, though it may be above meannefs, is that
cafy heart of your’s above weaknefs? andam I
the only perfon here it will coft you pains ‘to
refpect? forget not, St. Preux, thatall who are
near to me are entitled to be refpeéted as myfelf;
refleét that you are continually to bear the in~
nocent play of an amiable woman; think of
. the eternal glifgrm:e you will deferved]y fall into,
if your heart fhould go aftray for a moment, and
you fhould harbour any defigns on her you have
fomuch reafon to honour.
- Twould have your duty, your word, and your
ancient friendfhip refrain you; the obftacles
¥iiiic which.
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which virtue throws in your way may ferve to

difcourage idle hopes; and, by the help of your
reafon, you may fupprefs your fruitlefs wifhes ;
but would you thence be freed from the influence
of fenfe, and the fnares of imagination? Obliged
to refpect us both, and to forget our fex, you
will be liahle to temptation from our fervants,
and might perhaps think yourfelf juftified by the
condefcenfion : but would you be in reality lefs
culpable ! or can the difference of rank change
the nature of a crime? on the contrary, you
would debafe yourfelf the more, as the means
you might employ would be mare ignoble,
But, is it poflible that you fhould be guilty of
fuch means! no, perith the bafe man, who
would bargain for a heart, and make love a mer-
cenary paffion! f{uch men are the caufe of all thg
erimes which are committed by debauchery ;
for fhe who is once bought will be ever after to
be feld: and, amid{t the thame into which fhe
is inevitably plunged, who may moft properly
be faid to be the authour of her mifery, the
brutal wretch who infults her in a brothel, or
her feducer, who thowed her the way thither,
b}r firft paying a price for her favours?

I will add another cnnﬁderaimn, which, 1f '
am not miftaken, will affe&t you. You have
been witnefs of the pains 1 ha.vc': taken to cfta-
blith order and decency in my famll}' Tran-
quillity and modefty, happinefs and inngcepce
prevail throughout the whole. L'hink, my
friend, of yourfelf, of me, of what we were, of

what
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seflential duties are fufficient, without extending
them to works of fupererogation.

Itis, my dear St. Preux, thetrue humility of

a chriftian always to think his dutytoo much
for his fltrength: apply this rule, and you will
befenfible that a fituation which might only
alarm another man ought to make you trem-
ble. The lefs you are afraid, the more reafon
you have to fear, and if you are not in fome
degree deterred by the feverity of your duty,
you can have litile hopes of being able to &1[-
charge it. |
Such are the perils that threaten you here. I
know that you will never deliberately venture te
do ill ; and the only evils you have caufe to ap-
prehend are thofe which you cannot forefee, I
do not, however, bid you draw your conclufions
folely from my reafoning : but recommend it to
your mature confideration. If you can anfwer
me in a manner fatisfactory to yourfelf, I fhall
be fatisfied ; if you can rely upon yourfelf; I
- too fhall rely upon you. Tell me that you have
overcome all the foibles of humanity, that you

- are-an angel, and I will reccive you with open

arms.

But, is it poflible fnr you, whilfta man, te:
lead a life of continual felf-denial and morti-
ficatien ? to have almoft the moft fevere duties
to perform i to be conftantly on your guard with

thofe whom you fo fincerely love ? No, no, my

amiable friend, happy is he who in this life can

make one fingle facrifice to virtue, 1 have one
in
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mot unacquainted with your delicacy; and know,
that if you have any objeions to make they
will refpect her rather than yourfelf. But, ba-
nifh your idle fcruples. Do you think you can
be more tenacious of my friend’s reputation
than I am? No, however dear you are to me,
you nced not be apprehenfive left I fhould prefer
_your intereft to her honour. But, as 1 value the
efteem of people of fenfe, fo I defpife the pre-
judices and inconfiderate cenfures of the mul-
titude, who are ever led by the falfe glare of
things, and are ﬁrangrrs to real virtue. Were
the difference in point of fortune betwéen ydu
a hundred times greater than it is, there is no
rank in life to which great talents and good bé-
‘haviour have not a right to afpire: and what
pretenfions can a woman have to difdain to
.make that man her hufbaid whom fhe s
proud to number among her friends ! Youknow
the fentiments of us both in‘thefe matters., A
falfe modefty, and the fear of cenfure, lead to
more bad actions than good ones; for virtue
never bluthes at any thing but vice.

Asto )r'ﬂul‘ff'lf that pride which I have fome
times remarked in you cannot be ‘exerted  with
greater iinpropricty than on this.occafion; anil
it would be a kind of ingratitude in you to re-
ceive from her reluctantly one favour more.
Befides, however nice and difficult you may be
in this point, you muft own it is more agree-
able, and has a much better look, fora man to

bemde'ttt:d for his fortune'to: his wife than to. a
friend ;
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together fifters and brothers; you no longer
~your own enemy nor our’s, The warmeft fen-
timents -when legitimate are not dangerous.
When we are no longer under the neceffity of
fupprefling them, they cannot excite our appre-
henfions, So far indeed from endeavouring to
fupprefs fentiments fo innocent and delightful,
we fhould make them at once both our pleafure
and our duty. We fhould then love each other
with the pureft affeCtion, and fhould enjoy the
united charms of  friendfhip, love, and innos-
cence. And, if in executing the charge you
have taken:upon yourfelf, heaven fhould re=
. compenfe the care you take of our children, by
 blefling you with children of your own, you
will then know from experience how to eftimate
the fervice you have done us.  Endowed with the
greateft bleflings of which human nature is ca-
pable, you will learn to fupport with pleafure

~ the agreeable burthen of a life ufeful to your

friends and relations; you will, in fhort, per-

-ﬁ,pewe to be true what the vain philofophy of the

vicious could never believe, that hzppinefs is
even in this world the reward of the virtuous.

+ Reflet at leifure on my propofal ; not, how-"

- ever, todetermine whether it fuits you; I re=
quire not your anf{wer on that point; but whe-

ther it is proper for Mrs, Orbe, and whether -

you can make her as happy as fhe ought to
- make you, You know in what manner fhe
has difcharged her duty in every ftation of her

ﬁex Judge by what fhe is, what fhe has a
“ Vor. 1V, H right
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This, my dear St. Preux, is all fophiftry, «

The greateft of eur wants, even the only one
we have no remedy for, is that of being infenfible
of them; and the firft ftep to relief is the know-
ledge of our neceflities. To be wife we muft
be humble; in the fenfibility of our weaknefs
we become ftrong. Thus juftice is united to
clemency; thus grace and liberty triumph to-
gether.

Slaves by our weaknefs, we are fet free by

praiﬂ:r; for it depends on us to feck and obtain
favour ; but the power to do this depends not
on ourfelves, . .

Learn then not always to depend on your own
fagacity on difficult occafions; but on that
Being whofe omnipotence is equal to his wif-
dom, and who knows how to direft us in every
thing right. The greateft defe&t in human
wifdom, cven in that which has only virtue for
its obje&t, isatoo great confidence, which makes
us judge by the prefent of the future, and of

~ our whole lives from the experience of a fingle

moment. We perceive ourfelves reflolute one
inftant, and thercfore conclude we fhall always
befo. Puffed upwith that pride, which is never-
thelefs mortified by daily experience, we think
we are under no danger of falling into a’ fnare
which we have once efcaped. The modeft lan-
guage of true fortitude is, 7 had refolution, it is
true, on this or that eccafiony but he who boafls of
his prefent fecurity knows not how weak he may
“prove on the next trial? and, relying on his

& orrowed
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you or your coufin difturb its tranquillity, anti '

it will for the future be always at reft.

In this fituation, what have I to fear from my-"

felf ' and by what cruel precaution would you
rob me of happinefs, in order to prevent my
being expofed to lofe it? how capricious isit
to have made me fight and conquer, to rob me
afterwards of there ward of my vitory I Do you
not condemn thofe who brave unneceffary
danger ? why then did you recall me at fo great
a hazard, to run fo many rifks? or, why
would you banith me whenl am fo worthy to
remain? Ought you to have permitted your
- hufband to take the trouble he has done for no-
thing ? why did you not prevent his taking the
pains which you weie det :rmined to render fruit-
lefs ? why did you not fay to him, Leave the paor
wretch at the other end of the world, or I fhall
certainly tranfport bim again? Alas! the more
afraid you are of me, the foener ypuought to
recall me home. Itis notin your prefence I am
in danger, but in your abfence; and I dread the
power of your charms only where you are nat.
When the formidable Eloifa purfues me, 1 fly
for refuge to Mrs, Wolmar, and I am fecure.
Whither fhall I fly, if you deprive me of the
afylum I find in her? all times and places are
dangerous while theis abfent ; for inevery place
I find cither Clara or Eloifa. In refle&ing on
the time paft, in meditating on the prefent, the
one and the other alternately agitate my heart,

and thus my reftle(s imagination becomes tran-[
qui
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tuated like other men, After what I have been,
thould I fo debafe myfelf, thnugh but for a mo-

ment, I would hide myfelf in the remoteft cor-

ner of the earth, and fhould never think myfelf
too far removed from Eloifa.

What! could I difturb that peaceful nrdctf

and domeftick tranquillity, in which I take fo
much pleafure ? could I fully that fweet retreat
of innocence and peace, wherein I have dwelt
with fo much honour ? could [ be fo bafe ag——
No, the moft debauched, the moft abandoned,
of men would be affeéted with fo charming a
pi¢ture. He could not fail of being enamoured
with virtue in this afylum. So fur from carry=-
ing hither his licentious manners, he would
betake himfelf thither to caft them off. Coguld
I then, Eloifa, be capable of what you infinu-

ate? and that under your own eyes! No, my

dear friend, open your doors to me without
fcruple, your manfion is to me the temple of
virtue; its facred image firikes me in every part
of it, and binds me toits fervice. 1 am notin-
deed an angel ; but I fhall dwell in the habi-

tation of angels, and will imitate their example. - |
Thofe who would not with to refemble them

will never feek their company.

You f[ee it is with dificulty I come to the
chief object of your laft letter; that which I
fhould have firft and moft maturely confidered,
and which only thould now engage my thoughts,
if 1 could pretend to the happinefs propofed to

me. O Eloifa, bﬂﬂﬂ"i’ﬂlﬂﬂt and incomparable
friend !
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friend! in offering me thus your other half, the
m.@ﬂ:‘ valuable prefent in the univerfe next to
yourfelf, you do more for me if poffible than
ever you have done before. A blind ungovern-
able paffion might have prevailed on you to give
me yourfelf ; but to give me your friend is the
fincereft proof of your efteem.. From this mo~
ment I begin to think myfelf, indeed, a man
~ of real merit, fince I am thus diftinguifhed.
But how cruel, at the fame time, is this proof
of it. In accepting your offer I thould bely my
- heart, and to deferve muft refufe it. You know
me, and may judge, |
It is not enough that your charming coufin
fhould engage my affeftions 3 I know the thould
~ beloved as you are, But will it, can it be?
or does it depend on mc to do her that juftice,
in this particular, which is her due? Alas!if
~you intended ever to unite me to her, why did
- you not leave me a heart to give her; a heart
~which fhe might have infpired with new fenti-
ments, and which in turn might have offered
her the firft-fruits of love! I ought to have a
- heart at eafe and at liberty, fuch as was that of
the prudent and worthy Orbe, to love her only
as he did. I ouglt tobe as deferving as he was,
in order to fucceed him: otherwife the compa-
rifon between her former and prefent fituation
- will only ferve to render the latter lefs fupport-
_ able: the coldand divided love of a fecond huf-
band, fo far from confoling her for the lofs of

:he ﬁrﬂ, will but make her regref him the more.
By
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By her union with me, fhe will only convert a.

tender grateful friend into a common hufband. \an

What will fhe gain by fuch an exchange! She jerely feel
will be doubly a lofer by it; her fufceptible iul”e: and
mind will feverely feel its lofs ; and how {hall ! fatal to me
I fupport a continual (adnefs, of which I am + § oo well to
the caufe, and which I cannot remove! Infuch :

a fituation, alas! her grief would be firft fatal arties be
to me. No, Eloifa, I can never be happy al: Lins

the expenfe of her cafe. I love her too well to [ ways
WALTY Ber. 1o flictions |

Be happy! no, canI be happy without mak-
ing her fo? can either of the parties be fepa-
rately bappy or mijerable in marriage! are fiot
their pleafures and pains common to both?
and does not the chagrin which one gives tothe
other always rebound to the perfon who caufed .
it? I{hould be made miferable by her afli&ions,
without being made happy by her goodnefs.
Beauty, fortune, merit, love, all might con-
{pire to enfure my felicity! but my heart, my
froward heart, would counterwork them all;
would ‘poifon the fource of my delights, ami
make me milerable in the very midft uf hap-.
~ pinefs.

In my prefent fituation, I take pIeafur: in
her company : but if I fhould attempt to auga
ment that pleafure by a clefer union, I fhall
deprive myfelf of the moft agreeable moments of
my life. Her turn for humour and gaiety may
give an amorous calt to her friendfhip, but this

is only whilft there are witnefles to her favours.
[ may
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I may alfo feel too lively an emotion for her;
but itis only when by your prefence you have
banifhed every tender fentiment for Eloifa,
When fhe and I are by ourfelves, it is-you only
who render our converfation agrecable. The
more our attachment increafes, the more we
think on the fource from which it fprang; the
ties of friendfhip are drawn clofer, and we love
ﬂch other but to talk of you. Hence arife a
thoufand pleaﬁng reflexions, plealing to Clara
and more fo to me, all which a clefer union
would infallibly dt:&ruy. Will not fuch re=-
flexions, in that cafe too delightful, be a kind
- of infidelity to her? and with what face can I
make a beloved and refpectable wife the confi-
dent of thofe infidelities of which my heart, in

no longer tranfufe itfelf into her’s, No longer
daring to talk of you, I thould foon forbear to
fpeak at all. Honour and duty impaﬁn*g on me
a new referve, would thus eftrange me from the
wife of my bofom, and T fhould have no longer
a guide or a counfellortodireét my fleps or cor=-
- re€t my errours. [s this the homage fhe hasa
right to expe from me? is this that tribute of
| g:’atitude and tenderpefs which I ought to pay
her ? is it thus that I am to make her and my-
felf happ}r 7

Is it poflible that Eloifa can have forgotten
“our mutual vows? for my part, I never can

rity, and that I will preferye inviolate to my

Jait
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nﬂr&l#es, that we may always be prepared to
withftand temptation. If to run in the way
of temptation is to deferve to fall, to fhun it
with too much follicitude is often to fly from the
opportunities of difcharging the nobleft duties :
itis not good to be always thinking of tempta-
tions, even with a view ta avoid them. 1 fhall
. mever feck temptation ; but in whatever fitua-
tion Providence may place me for the future, the
eight months I pafled at Clarens will be my fe-
eurity ; nor fhall I be afraid that any one will
robmeof the prize you taught me todeferve. I
fhall never be weaker than'l have been, nor fhall
ever have greater temptations to refift. I have
left the bitternefs of remorfe, and I have tafted
the fweetsofl vié’tary, alter all which I need not
hefitate 2 moment.in making my choice; every
circumftance of my palt life, even my errours,
being a fecurity for my future behaviour.

I fhall not pretend to enter with you into any
new or profound difquifitions concerning the
‘order of the univerfe, and the government of
thofe beings of which it is compofed: it will
‘be fufficient for me to fay, that in matters fo far
- above human comprehenfion there is no other

by induction from thofe which are vifible 5 and
that all analogy makes for thofe gencral laws
which you feem to reject. T'he molt rational
° ideas we can form of the Supreme Being con-

- firm this opinion: for, although Omnipotence
liiuluadur no neceflity of adopting methods to
| zbrldge
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abridge his labour, it is ncvﬂtheiefs wnrthy

of Supreme Wifdom to prefer the moft fimple

modes of aclion, that there may be nothing
ufelefs either in caufe or effeét.
tion of man he endowed him with zll the ne-
ceflary faculties to accomplifh what fhould be
required of him ; and when we afk of him the
power to good, we afk nothing of him but
what he has already given us. He has given us
underftanding to know what is good, a heart te

love*, and liberty to make choice of it. There-

fore, in thefe fublime gifts confifts divinegrace 3
and as we have all received it, we are all ac-
countable for its effeéts.

I have heard, in my time, a good deal of ﬂ'-.
gument againft the free-agency of man, and

defpife all its fophiftry. A cafuift may take
what pains he will to prove that I am no free
agent, my innate fenfe of freedom conflantly
deftroys his arguments: for whatever choice I

make after deliberation, I feel plainly thatit de=

pended only on myfelf to have made the cons
trary. Indeed, all the fcholaftick fubtilties I have

heard on this head are futile and frivolous; be-
caufe they prove too much, are equally ufed:
~ to_oppofe truth and falfechood ; and, whether

man beca free agentor not, ferve equally to

prove one or the other. With thefe kind of

reafoners,

% St Preux fuppofes moral confcience to depend on fen-

timent not on judgement, which is contrary to the opi=
nion of the philofophers, I am apt to think, however, that
he is in theright,

5
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3 #realoners, the De:ty‘hlmfelf is not a free agent,
iand the word liberty is in fact a term of no

- =meaning, They triumph not in having folved

<the difficulty, but in having fubftituted a chi-
mera in its room. They begin by fuppofing

‘that every intelligent being is merely paffive,.

and from that fuppofition deduce confequences
to prove its inadtivity: a very convenient me-
thod of argumentation truely! If they accufe
their adverfaries of reafoning in this manner,
they do us injuftice. We do not fappofe our-
Afelves free and aétive beings: we feel that we
are fo. It belongs te them to fhow not only
that this fentiment may deceive us, but that it
really does fo®. 'The Bifthop of Cloyne has
- demonftrated that, without any diverfity in ap-
pearances, body or matter may have no abfo-
dute exiftence ; but is this enough to induce us
4o affirm that it abfolutely has no exiftence? In
all this, the mere phenomenon would coft more
trouble than the reality; and I-will always hold
by that which appears the moft fimple.

I don’t believe, therefore, that after havmg
?:rowded in every fhape for the wants of man
-1n his formation, God interefts himfelfin an ex-
traordinary manner for one perfon more than
another. Thofe who abufe the common aids
of Providence are unworthy fuch affiftance, and

thofe who make good ule of them have no oc-.
cafion

_-"Tl:ua is not the matter in difpute, Itis to know
whether the will be determined without a caufe, or what
15 the caufe that determines the will,
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calion for any other, Sucha parti:ﬂit-y m
to me injurious to divine juftice. You will

-fay, this fevere and difcouraging do&rine may be
deduced front the Holy Scripture. Beit fo. Is
it not my firft duty to honour my Creator? In
whatever veneration then 1 hold the facred text,

I hold its Authour mn {hill greater ; and I'.:Dﬂa

fooner be induced to believe the Rible corrupted
or unintelligible, than that God can be male-

volentorunjuft. St. Paul would not have the

veflel fay to the potter who formed ity why haft
thou framed me thus ? this is very well, if the
potter fhould apply it only to fuch fervices as he
conftrucied it to perform; but if he fhould
cenfure this veflel, - as being inadequate to the
purpofe for which it was conftruéted ; has it not
aright toafk, why haft thou made me thus i
But, does it follow from hence that prﬁyﬁr is
ufelefs?  God forbid that I fhould deprive my-
felf of that refource. Every a& of the under-
ftanding which raifes us to God carries us above
ourfelves ; in imploring his affitance we learn
to expcrience it. Itis not his immediate aét
that operates on us, itis we that improve our-
felves, by raifing our thoughts in prayer to him*,
All that we afk aright he beftows ; and, as you
obferve, we acquire ftrength in confefling our
weaknefs. But if we abufe this ordinénece, and
turn my(ticks, inftead of raifing ourfelves to God,
we
0" ﬂur' gallant philofopher, having imitated Abelard in
Iiu-_priﬂn_ce, teems delirous allo of adopting his principles;
their notions of prayer being a good deal alike.
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fecking grace, we renounce reafon; in order to
obtain of heaven one blefling, we trample under
foot another : and in obftinately perfifting that
heaven fhould enlighten our hearts, we ex-
tinguifh the light of our underftandings. But
who are we that fhould infift on the Deiry s
performing miracles, when we pleale, in our
- favour?

' You know very well, there is no good thing
_that may not be carried into a blame]efs excels 3
even devotion itielf, when it deg:nerates into
the madnefs of enthufiafm. Your’s is too pure
ever to arrive at this excefs; but you have rea-
ﬁ:m to be on your guard agamﬂ' a lefs degree of
it. I have heard you often cenfure the extafies
“of the pietifts*; but do you know from whence
they arife! from allotting a longer time to prayer
‘than is confiftent with the weakn:fs of hu-
‘man nature. Hence the fpirits are exhaufled,

*“the imagination takes fire, they fee wfnns, they
‘become infpired and prophetical ; nor is it then
in the pqwer of the underftanding to ftop the

Prngreﬂa of fanaticilm,

‘clofet, and are conftant in prayer. You do not

‘iﬂﬂ&d as yet converfe with pietifts, but you
Vou. I 1 rcad

o B A fort of fnthﬂﬁaﬂs that take it into their heads to
follow the gofpel frictly, according to the letter; im the
mnnn’ﬂf the Methodifts in England, the Moravians in
ﬁﬂmﬂay, and the Janfenifts in France; excepting, haw
that the latter want only to be ma{ters, to be more
&iqf: rerﬁ:cutmg lhan l.l'mu CNEMicss

ip\{
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read thmr books. Nc-t that I ever telifui'ed'yﬁ!!?
tafle for the writings of the worthy Fenelon:

but what have you to do with thofe of his dif-
ciple? You read Muralt. 1 indeed read him .

too: but I make choice of his letters, you of
his Divine Inftinét : But remark his end, la-
ment the extravagant errours of that fenfible

man, and think of yourfclf. At prefent a pious,

a true chriftian, beware, Eloifa, of bccﬂmuig a
mere devotee.

I receive your council, my dear friend, with
the docility of a child, and give you mine with
the zeal of a father, Since virtue, inftead of

diffolving our attachments, has rendered them
indifloluble, the fame leflons may be of ufeto

both, as the fame intercfts conne& us. Never
fhall our hearts {peak to each other, never fhall
our eyes meet without prefenting to botha re-
jpectable objeét which fhall mutually elevate
our fentiments, the perfeftion of the one re-
ciprocally affifting theother,

But though our deliberations may be common

to both, the conclufion is not ; it is your’s alone

to decide. Cecafc not, then, you who have

ever been miftre(s of my deftiny, ceafe not to

be fo ftill. Weigh my arguments, and pronounce
fentence: whatever you order me to do, I will
fubmitto your diretion, and will at leaft de-
ferve the continuance of it. Should you think
it improper for me to fee you perfonally again,
you will yet be always prefent to my mind, and

prefide over my adtions. Should you d‘-‘pnw- |

me of the honour of educating your offspring,
- you
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- you will not deprive me of the virtues which
~you haveinfpired. Thefe are the offspring of
- your mind, which mine adopts as its own, and
- will never bear to have them torn from it. -

- Speak tome, Eloifa, freely. And as I have
now been explicit as to what I think and feel on
this accafion, tell me what I muft do. You know
- how far my deftiny is conneed with that of my
illuftrious friend. I have not confulted him on
this occafion; I have neither fhown him this
letter nor your’s. If he fhould know that you
difapprove his proje&, or rather that of your
- huiband, hewill rejed it himfelf: and I am far
from defigning to deduce from thence any ob-
jection to your feruples; he only ought to be
ignurant of them till you have finally deter-

mined. In the mean time, I fhall find fome
means or other to delay our departure, in which,

though they may furprife him a little, 1 know

he will acquicfce. For my own part; I had

rather never fee you more, than to fee you onl 4

juft to bid you again adicu: and to live with

you as a ftranger would bea ftate of mortifica-

tien which I have not deferved.

L R e i s

LETTERER CLVIL

JREgg FROM MRS. WOLMAR.
H O W' does your head-ftrong imagination
- & zffright and bewilder itfelf! and at what,
pray ? truely at the fincereft proofs of my friend-

thip and effeem which Iynu cver experienced;
2 at
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at the peaceful reflexions which my follicituds
for your real happinefs infpired ; atthe moft
obliging, the moft advantageous, and the moft
honourable propofal that was ever made you;
at my defire, perhaps an indifcreet one, of unit-

man of " an
nove your
enle the

th falfe

rly and

ing you by indiffoluble ties to our familys at ¥ . Where
the defire of making a relation, a kinfman of W cak with
-an ingrate, who affefs to believe I want to find this to
difcard himas a friend. "_]"cn rfmﬁw; your pre- u, [ was
fent uneafinefs, you need only take what I WN- . therefore,
write in the moft natural fenfe the words will ¥ ir me rit and
bear. But you have long delighted in torment= it at which

ing yourfelf with falfe conftruétions. Your let-
ters are like your life, fublime and mean, ma-
flerly and pucrile. Ah, my dear philofopher!
will you never ceafe to be a child?
Where, pray, bave you learnt that I intend-
ed to impofc on you new -laws, to break with
you, and fend youback to the fartheft part of
the world ¢ Doyou really find this to be the te-
nour of my letter{ In anticipating the pleafure
of living with you, I was fearful of thofe incon-
veniencies, which [ conceived might poffibly
arife ; therefore, endesvoured to remove them,
'by making your fortune more equal to your me-
rit and the regard I had for you. This is my
whole crime; is there anything in-it at which
you have reafon to be alarmed ? i
. ~Andeed, my friend, you are in the wrongs
for youare not ignorant how dear you ‘are to
me, and how ezfy it is for you to obtain your
with, without fecking occafion to torment
ethers or yourfelf,

lear you are
ccalion to

You
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- contains all that is dear to my heart, and per-

~ haps all that is defireable in this world. Iam.

here furrounded by every thing that interefts me,
The whole univerfe to me is in this little fpot.

- I enjoy at once the regard 1 have for my friends,
that which they have for me, and that which
they have for each other: their mutual good-
will either comes from, or relates to me: I fee
nothing but whdt feems to extend my being,
and nuthmg to divide it. I exift in a manner in
all thofe who are about me: my imagination
~can extend no’farther : I have nothing more to
defire: to refleét and to be happy is with me the
fame thing : T liveat once in all that I love: 1
am replete with happineft, and fatisfied with life:
come, death, when thou wilt! I no longer
dread thy power: the meafure of my life is
full, and I have nothing now to experience
worth enjoyment. The greater pleafure I en<
joyed in your company the more agreeable is it
to me to reflect on it, and the more difquictude
allo hath every thing given me that might di-
fturb it. 'We will for a moment lay afide that
timid morality and pretended devotion, with
which you reproach me. You muft confefs at
leaft that the focial pleafures we tafted fprang
from that opennefs of heart, by which every
~ thought, every fentiment, of the one was com-
municated to the other,. and from whlch every
one, confcious of being what he ought, appear-
ed fuch as he really was, Let us fuppofe now
any fecret intrig_ue,_' any connexion neceflary to

I te
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be concealed, any motive of referveand Hreﬁt ;
intruding on our harmony; that moment the

rtcaprm:nl pleafure we felt in fecing each other

would vanifh. Shynefs and reftraint would ene "

fuc; we fhould no fooner ‘meer together than
we fhould with to part ; “and at length circum-

fpeQtion and decorum would bring on diftruft

and diftafte. It is impoffible long to love thofe

of whom we are afraid or fufpicious. They foon
become troublefome——Eloifa' troublefome ! —

troublefome to her friend! No, no, that ean-

not be; there can be no ev:ls in nature, bﬂf
fuch as it is_poffible to fupport,

In thus freely telling you my fcruples, I Iftl, |
not pretend, lmweuer, to make you ch:urgu“,_

your refolutions ; but to induce you to recon-
fider the motives on which they are founded;
left, in taking 2 ftep all the conlequences of
which you may not forefee, you might have

reafon to repent at a time when you will net

dare retralt it. As to Mr., Wolmar’s havmg

no fears, it was not his place to fear, but your’s.
No oncis fo proper a judge of whart is to be
feared of you, asyourfelf. Confider the rnatter

.well, then; and, if nothing is in reality to be

feared, tell me fo, and I (hall think of it no
more : for I know your fincerity, and never can
@lﬂru& your intentions, Yﬂur heart may bﬂ
capable of an accidental errour; but can never
be guilty of a premeditated crime, and this it
158 that makes the diftintion between a w::ak

- man and a wwktd q: €

Beﬁdes,
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_ Befides, though my objeions had really
more weight than 1 am inclined to think they
have, why muft things be viewed in their moft
difadvantageous light? Surely there can be no
- meceflity for fuch extreme precautionary mea-
fures. It cannot be requifite that you fhould
break through all your pché"fs, and fly from us,
for ever, Though young in years, you are
poflefled of all the experience of age, The
tfanqml]uy of mind which fucceeds the noble

paflion is a fenfation whaich increales by frui-

tion. A fufceptible heart may dread a flate of -
repofe to which it has been unaccuftomed ; buta
little time is fuflicient to reconcile us to our
p-eacuful fituation, and in a little time more we.
give it the preference.  For my part, 1 forefee.
the hour of your fecurity to be nearer tha.n you.
yourfelf imagine. Extremes, you know, never

laft ]nng, you have loved too much not to Bﬂ-;

come in time indifferent: the cinder which is-
caft from the furnace can never be lighted again,
bm beforz it becomes fuch the coal muﬁ be to-
tall;,r burnt out. . Be vigilant but for a few years
more, and you will then have nothing to fear;
your acceptance of my propofal would at once

* have removed all dangﬂr, but, independent of

th:t wew, _ fu»-:h an attachment has charms.
ennugh to Be df:f'red for its own fake; and 1F
your delicacy prevents you from clofing with my
prnpo[':.ls, I have no need to- be informed how
| rnw.ﬁ fuch a reftraint muft colt you. At the

fame time, however, I arh afraid, that the pre-'

e | 1gs | tences
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of the vulgar: it would ferve God in a more
fublime manner, and raife even to Heaven itfelf
its pretenfions and its pride, Poor philofo-
phers !—but to return to myfelf,

I have, frommy childhood, refpefted virtue,
and have always cultivated my reafon, I en~
deavoured to regulate my condudt by human un-
derftanding and fentiment, and have been ill
- condudted. Before you deprive me of the
guide I'have chofen, give me another on which
I may depend. I thought mylelfas wife as other
pegpl.e, and yet a thoufand others have lived
: mmprudpnhy than I: they muft, thercfore,

bhave had refources which I had not. Why is it
that I, kmwmg mylelf well born, have had
mafanm conceal my life and converfation from
the world ? Why did I hate the fin. which I
committed. even in fpiteof myfelf? I thought
I knew my own firength, 1 relied onit, and was
decgived. All the rt,ﬁi't.ance which was in my
- own power 1 think I made; and. yet I fell,—
muft thofe lmn: done tlhi.l‘.. hmn: r.‘:ﬁ..dprd?

they muft have had a better {upport.

From their example 1 was induced to feck the
f.amg- fupport, and have found in it a. pecuhar
qi?antage which I did not expedt, During the
fclgn of the paﬂiuns, they lhf:mﬁ:lves contri=

‘Bute to the ca:mtmuance ﬂf the anxl.:hes xhey at’

firft occafion ; ‘they retain hnpf: always by the
fide of defire, and hence we are enabled teo [up-
pprt. the abfence of felicity: if our expecta-
tions are dlfappumted hope fupph:s their pla:::&
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falfe pleafure, it ought alfo on that account to;
| bﬂﬂ}:&ﬁd But, after all, which has the greater.
incentive to virtuey the phllcrl'uphcr with his-
~{ublime maxims, or the Chriftian with his hum-_
- ble fimplicity? Whois moft happy even in this .
world, the fage with his profound underftand-
ing, or the enthufiaft with his rapturc of devo-,
" tion! What bufine(s have I to think or imagine,

when my faculties are all in a manner alien-
ated! W.ll you fay intoxication has its plea-

~ fures; be it fo, and be mine efteemed (uch, if
you will. Eitlier leave me in this agrecable,
delmum, or fhow me a more delightful fitua.

tlﬂﬂl

T have candemneﬂ, indeed, the extafies of the
myﬁicks, and condemn them ftill, when they.
ferve to detach us from our duty; and by
raifing in us a difgult againft an aé&ivc life by

the charms of contemplation, feduce us into

that ftate of quictifm which you imagine me fo.
near 3 and from which I believe myfelf nevers

thelefs to be as far diftant as you, 1 know very

well that to ferve God is not to pafs our lives.
-~ on our knees in prayer; that it is to difcharge

on earth thofe obligations which our duty re-
quires ; it is to do, with a view to pleafe him,
every thing which the fituation in which he
hath placed us demands,

Il cor gradifce ;
E [evve alui chi’l fuo dovor compifte.
To have a heart that glows with pure defire
To love and ferve where duty may require., W P
L e
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We ought firft to perform the duties of our

ftation, and then pray when we have time.
This is the rule I have endeavoured to follow:
I don’t make that felf-examination, with which
you reproach me, a tafk, buta recreation: I
don’t fee why, among the pleafures that are

within my reach, I fhould be forbidden the moft

affe@ing and the moft innocent of all. |
I have examined myfelf with more feverity,

fince the receipt of yourletter. 1 have enquired
into the effeéts which the pious inclination -
that fo much difpleales you produces in my

mind; and I can fafely fay, 1 fee nothing

that fhould give me reafon to fear, at leafl fo

foon as you imagine, the evils of ex{:eﬂive and
{fuperfluous devotion,

In the firft place, I have not {o fervent along-

ing after this exercife as to give me pain when

I am deprived of an opportunity, nor am I out

of humour at every avocation from it. It never
interrupts my thoughts in the bufinefs of the
day, nor gives me any difguft or impatience in
the difcharge of my duty. If retirement be
fometimes neceffary, it is when I have felt fome
difagreeable emotion, and am better in my clofet
than elfewhere. It is there that, entering into

the examination of myfelf, I recover my temper
and cafe. If any care troubles me, if any pain

affets me, it is there I go and lay them down.
Every pain, every trouble, vanithes before a
greater ohject. In reflefting on all the bounties
of Providence towards me, | am athamed to be

fen_ﬁhlc
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ﬁ'nihie of fuch trifling ills, and to forget its
greater mercies. I require neither frequent nor
long intervals of folitude. When I am affected
| by involuntary fadnefs, the fhedding a few tears
| before him who is the comforter of hearts re-
- lieves mine in an inftant. My reflexions are
- never bitter nor grievous ; even my repentance
- is free from dread : my errours give me lefs caufe
-~ of fear than of fhame ; I regret that [ have com-
mitted them, but I feel no remorfe, nor dread
of their cffeéts. The Godl ferve is a merciful
Being; _a Father, whofe goodnefs only affects

power aftonifthes me; his immenfity confounds
|| my ideas; his juftice but he has made man
|| weak; and though he be juft, he is merciful.
An avenging God is the God of the wicked.
I can neither fear him on my own account,
nor pray for his vengeance to be exerted againft
any other, It is the God of peace, the God
of goodnefs whom I adore. I know, 1 feel, I
am the work of his hands, and trufl to fee him
at the laft day fuch ashe has manifefted hun-
felf to my heart during my life,

Itis 1mpnﬂ:ble for me to tell you how many
pleafing ideas hence render my days agreeable,
and give joy to my heart, In leaving my clofet
in fuch a difpofitian, I feel mylelf more light
- and gay. - Every care vanilhes, every embar-
raflment is removed ; nothing rough er dif-

'mry thmfr wears a pleafant cauntenanne*i:
co

Co gle P

me, and [urpafles all his other attributes. His

agreeable appears ; butall is fmooth and ﬂnwing |

,.:jr;,—_
.

e neither

tary [adnels ,
leves mine in
ntance 1s free
ret that [ have
e God I [erve
arpalles all his
1y ideas ; his
iful . An

ywn account ,
d of peace ,
his hands , and
' heart during

er my days
polition, I
[ment is

1d flowing :






¥ 7o ¥ 8L 189

affe@ed ; for how can we fee the relations of the
myftical obje& if we do not at the fame time fee
the fenfual ; 2nd how can a modeft woman have
the affurance to contemplate thofe objects in her
imagination which fhe would blufh to look on.

But what fcts me moft againft thefe devotees
by profeflion, is that affe@tation of manners
~ which renders them infenfible to humanity ;
~ that exceflive pride which makes them look
down with pity on the reft of mankind. If ever
they condefcend to ftoop from their imaginary
elevation to do an actof charity, itis always
done 'in a manner extremely mortifying to the
object: their pity is fo cruel and infulting, their
juftice is fo rigid, their charity fo fevere, their
zeal fo bitter, their contempt fo much like
hatred, that even the infenfibility of the
reft of the world is lefs cruel than their pity.
Their love for heaven ferves them as an excufe
for loving nobody on earth; they have even no
affe@icn for one another; nor is there an in-
ftance of fincere friendthip to be ‘found amang
people of extreme devotion. The more de-
tached they affe&t to be from the world, the
more they expect from it; and one would think
- their devotion to God is L:-c.r:rtcd only that they
. may have a pretext to cxermfﬂ his authority over,
the reft of his creatures.

" 1 have fuch an averfion for all abufes of th15
k‘.md as fhould naturally be my fecurity : if nea
vc:lhr:’h:fs I am doomed to fally-it will notbe ‘rt;h

lun;arﬂy, and 1 hgpe, from the friendfhip nF
thofe

4
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anf{werto Mr. Wolmar. A man is not mafter

at ©f his own fentiments to believe or difbelieve

‘what he pleafes, Canitbea crime for one not

' . tobealogician? No, itis notthe bufinefs of

confcicnce to inflruct us in the truth of things,

4« butin the maxims of our duty, It does not

teach us to reafon well, but to aét aright, In

« what can my hufband be criminal before God?
gy Does he turn his eyes from the contemplation of
1¢  theDeity? God himfzIf hath hid his face from his
i view. Hedoes not thun the truth; the truth

~ avoids him. Heis not afluated by pride; he
- does not feek to convertany one to his own
- opinion. He is glad they are of a different one.
. Hec approyes of our fentiments, he wifhes he
‘had the fame, but cannot. He is deprived of
our confolations and our hopes. He aéls up-
rightly, without even expeéling a recompenfe:
he is in fa& more virtuous, more difinterefted
than we. He is indeed truely to be pitied ! but
wherefore fhould he be punithed? No: good-
nefs, fincerity, honefty, virtue, thefe are what
- heaven requires, and what he will undoubtedly
- reward : thefe conftitute the true fervice which
the Deity requires, and that fervice Mr, Wolmar
moft invariably performs. If God judges of
~ourfaith by our works, to be truely virtuous is to
believe in him. A true chriftian is avirtuous
man: the real infidels are the vicious, -

Be not furprifed, therefore, my dear friend,
that I do not difpute with you many particulars

of your letter, concerning which we are not Ef
' the
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detczmined never to mention a fingle word niore
‘to my huiband abnut;r:hgmn, unlefs it be to
givea reafon for mine. Not that a notion of
divine toleration has rendered me indifferent to
his. I mult confefs, that though Iam become
tranquil about his future ftate I donotfind Lam
sthe lefs zealous for his converfion. I would lay
down my life to fee him once convinced of the
truth of divine revelation, if not for the fake of
his future happinefs, at leaft for his happinefs
" in thislife. For, of how many pleafures is he
noton this account deprived ! W hat fentiments
can give him comfort in his afli&ions ? What
{petater excites him to thofe good deeds he
performs in{ecret? What reward does he hop
for from his virtue? How can he look upon
death! No, I hope he will not-meetit in this
terrible fituation. There remains but one ex=
pedicnt more for me to try to prevent it; and
to that I confecrate the remainder of my life.
This is notto convince, but to affeét him 3
to fet him a prevailing example, and to
make rcligion fo amiable, that he fhall not be
able to refift her charms. Ah! my friend!
what a forcibleargument againft infidelity is the.
life of a true chriftian! Do you believe there is
a being on earth proof againit it? This is the
talk I impofe on mylelf for the future; affift me
to perform it. Mr. Wolmar is cold, but not
infenfible. "What a picture might we lay open
#o his heart? his friends, his children, his wife,
all wniting to his edification. W hen, withe
- out
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*  that rememberance to my mind. You will have

let you know

158 E'L O B~
of the chamber. I muft run to meet him—if
he gives me hopes, I will let you know it. If

[ fay nothing, you will know too well the caufe.

—m 2
LETTER:CLE i

FROM MRS. OR BE. '

J MPRUDENT, unfortunate man ! unha‘p ¥

dreamer ! you wﬂ! now indeed never fee
more—alas! the veil—Eloifa is no mﬂrc.——--:L-' :
She has herlelf written to you—1I refer }‘ﬁhfﬂ
her letter: refped, I charge you, her laft tt-?
queft,  Great and many are the obligations you .
have to difcharge on this fide the grave.——=

- - Eloifa 1s no

rge you, her
on this [ide

ports of your
[ was no better
fuch a rela
emberance of
rance to my
ry ; but of that
| therefore

LETTER CLXL ?‘"-’_
FROM MR, WOLMAR. |

I Was unwilling to interrupt the firft tmt{-

ports of your grief: my writing to you
would but have aggravated your forrow, as I
was no better qualified to relate than you to read
our fad tale. -~ At prefent, poflibly, fuch arela=
tion may not be difagreeable to both. As no-
thing remains but the rememberance of her, my
heart takes delight in recalling every token of

fome confolation in fhedding tears to her me-=
mory; but of that grand relief of the unfortu-
nate I am conftitutionally deprived, and am
therefore more unhappy than you.

It
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Tt is not, however,. of herillnefs, but of her-
- felf, I would write. Another might have thrown
herfel f into the water to fave her child. Suchan
- accident, her fever, her death are natural ; and.
- may be common to other mortals: butthe em-
- ployment of her laft moments, her converfation,.
her fentiments, her fortitude, all thefe are
- peculiar to Eloifa. She was no lefs fingular in.
- the hour of death than fhe had been during the.
“whole courfe of. her life; and as I was the fole
witnefs to many particulars, youcanlearn them.
~ from me alone. ;
Youalready know that her fright, her azita--
‘tion, the fall, and the water the had imbibed,.
threw her into fainting fits, from which fhe did-
mot recover till after fhe was brought home,
On being carried into the houfe, fhe afked
. again for the child ; the child was brought ; and,
feecing him walk about, and return her carefles,
 dhe became apparently eafly, and confented to
- takea little reft. Her flcep was but fhort, and
as the phyfician was not yet come, fhe made us-
fit round on the bed ; that is, Fanny, her cou-
fin, and me. She talked to us about her child-
, ren, of the great diligence and care which her
plan of education required, and of the danger
of a-moment’s neglet, Without making her
illnefs of any great importance, the forefaw,.
fhe faid, that it would prevent her for {ome
time from difcharging her part of that duty,.
‘and charged us todivide it amongft us,.

K 4 ~ She
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She enlarged on her own proje&s, on }'M S W (upply her
on the moft proper means to carry be prevented
execution ; -on the obfervations fhe had made &l“ imagined The

to what would promote or injure them: and,
ina word, on every thing which might enableus
to fupply her place, in the difcharge of the Sconcerned their
duties of a mother, fo long as fhe might be g of their youth.
prevented from it herfelf, I thought fo much
precaution unneceflary for one who im@ﬂ
fhe fhould be prevented from exercifing fuch:
employment only for a few days: but what
added to my apprehenfions, was to hear her enter
- into along and particular charge refpecting Har-
riet. As to her fons, fhe contented herfelf
" with what concerned their education in the ear-
lieft infancy, as if relying on ‘another fnr M
care of their youth,

But in fpeaking of Harriet fhe went ﬁl’-
ther, extending her remarks even to her ‘com-
ing of age; and, being fenfible that nothing
could fupply the place of thofe reflexions which
her own experience diflated, fhe gave us a
clear and methodical abftraé of the plan of
education fhe had laid down, recommending it
to the mother in the moft lively and affecting
manner, W

All thefe exhortations, refpeding the edu=
cation of young perfons and the duty of mothers,
mixed with frequent applications to herfelf, could
not fail to render the converfation extremely in-
terefting: I faw, indeed, that it affected her too
much, Inthe mean time, her coufin held unehuf
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days. Talone was made privy to this afliling
piece of information, and the moft ternhlthoul:
of my life was that wherein I kept it a fecretin
my breaft, without knowing what ufc to make
of it. 1 ftrayed out alone into the gardem,
mufing on the meafures I ought to take; not
without many afiliGting reflexions on the mif-
fortune of being reduced, in the laft ftage of life, .
to that folitude, of which I was fufficiently ﬂrei
even before I had experienced a more agr
vne,

I had promifed Elmfa, the night befurﬂ,m QK
her faithfully the opinion of the phyfician, and
the had engaged me by every prevailing argu-
ment to keep my word. I fele that engagemem *
on my confcience : but what to do I was greatly
at alofs! Shalll, faidI to myfelf, in order to

difcharge an uﬁ:lcﬁ and chimerical duty, afli&
her foul with the news, and lengthen the pangs
of death? To tell her the hour of her diffolution,
isit not in fat to anticipate the fatal moment?
In fo fhort an interval what will become of the
defires, the hopes, the elements of life ¢ Shall
I kill my Elcifa?

Thus meditating on what 1 fhould dn, I
walked on with Iung and hafty ﬁndes, and in
an agitation of mind 1 had never before expe-
rienced. It was not in my power to fhake off
the painful anxiety : it remained an infupport=
able weight on my fpirits. At length I was
dctermined by a fudden thought,
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- For whofe fake, faid I, do1 deliberate? for
~ her’s or for mine ! On whole principles do I
reafon? isiton her fyitem or my own? What
 demonftration have I of the truth ! In fupport
_ of her fyftem fhe alfo has nothing but opinion;
- but that opinion carries with it the force of evi-
‘dence, and is in her eyes a demonftration.
‘W hat right }Eave I, in a matter which relates
~ chiefly toher, to prefer my opinion, which I
- acknowledge to be doubtful, to her’s, which fhe
- thinks demonftrated 7 Let us compare the con-
fequence of both. According to her’s, her dif-
~ polfition in the laft hour of her life will decide
her fate toall eternity. According to mine, all
- that Ican do for her will be a matter of indif-
~ ference in three days. According to my fy-
~ ftem, fhe will be then infenfible to every thing:
" but if the be in the right, what a difference

perhaps——that word is terrible——wretch!
rifk thy own foul, and not her’s, _
This was the firft doubt I ever had concern-
' ing that feepticifm you have fo often attacked ;

" but it was not the laft. This doubt, however,

~ freed me from the other. I immediately refolved,
and for fear my mind fhould change, ran di-
re&ly to Eloifa’s chamber, where, after dif-
. miffing every body from their attendance, I fat
down by her bed-fide. [ did not make ufe of
thofe trifling precautions which are neceflary
~ with little minds. I wasindeed for fome time
~ filent; but fhe looked at me, and fcemed to read

y
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my thoughts. Then holding out her hand,
¢ Do you think (faid the) you bring me news?
No, my dear friend, I know it already; the
cold hand of death is upon me; we muft part
for ever.”” - Bt 3

She proceeded, and continued with me a lo
converfation, of which I may one day gi#c‘yw :
an account ; and during which fhe engraved
her teftament on my heart, 1f I had indeed
been ignorant of her difpolition before, her tem-
per of mind at this time would fufficiently have
informed me.

She afked me if her danger was known in
thc houfe.. I told her, every onc was greatly
apprehenfive ; but that they knew nothing for
certain; and that the phyfician had acquainted
me only with his opinion. On this fhe con-
jured me carefully. to keep it a fecret for the,
remainder of theday. ¢¢Clara (continued fae).
will not be able to fupport this ftroke, unlefs it
comes from my hand., 1 fhall take upon me
that affliCting office to-night. It is chiefly for
this reafon that [ defired to have the advice of
a phyfician, that I might not fubje® her unne-
ceflarily, and merely on my own fuggeftions,
te fo cruel a trial, Take care that fhe may
know nothing of it before the time, or you will
certainly rifk the lofs of a friend, and your
children that of a mother.” |

She then afked me after her father. 1 owned
thatI had fent an exprefsto him: buttook care

to conceal from her, that the mefiénger, inftead
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of contenting himfelf with delivering my letter,

! asl had ordered him, blundered out a ftory,

- from which my old friend, falfely collefting
~ that his daughter was drowned, fell down ftairs

in a fwoon, and hurt himfelf; fo that he kept
‘his bed at Blonay. The hopes of feeing her
- father affeCted her very fenfibly ; and the cer-

tainty I had of the vanity of fuch hope had no
fmall fhare in my uneafinefs.

The paroxylms of the preceding night had

rendered her extremely weak « nor did this long

converfation at all increafe her ftrength, In this
feeble fituation, therefore, fhe ftrove to get a
little fleep in the day-time ; nor did I know, till

twodays after, that fhe did not {leep the whole
time. The family continued in great anxiety ;
every one waiting in mournful filence for each
other to remove their uneafinefs, yet, without
daring to afk any queftions, for fear of being
told more than they wifhed to know. If there

| wereany good news, they faidto themfelves,

every one would be eager enough to tell it;
and the bad we fhall know but too foon. In
this terrible fufpenfe they were fatisfied, fo long
as they heard of no alteration for the worfe,
Amidft this dreadful filence, Mrs. Orke only
was altive and talkative. As foon as fhe
came out of Eloifa’s chamber, inftead of going
to reft; fhe ran up and down the houle, afking
what the dodlor faid to the one and to the
other. She had fat up all the preceding

“might, and could not be ignorant of what fhe

5 ~ had
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had feen ; but {he firove even to lmpol'gq;
felf, and to diftruft the evidence of ﬁp:
T'hofe fhe interrogated always gwuh&
vourable anf{wers, encouraged her to afk ¢ ""K

which fhe continued to do with fuch an air
follicitude and poignant diftrefs, that whoe
had known the truth could not have becn
vailed upon to tell it her.

In the prefence of Eloifa fhe concealed
anxiety, and; indeed, the affe&ing objeét w
fhe had before her eyes was fufficiently afi
ing to{upprefs her vivacity., She was abo"ﬂ':-'. :
things follicitous to hide her fears from Eloi }4
but fhe could very ill conceal them. Her : "3"»
ble even appeared in her affeftation to 'l'mief ~ Wrefled for three
Eloifa, en her partalfo, fpared no pamst& de= B.d : but (he
ceive her coufin, as to the true ftate ﬂF“ in my chamber
cafe. Without making light of her illnefs,
fhe affected to fpeak of it as a thing thatwas al-

ready paft, feeming uneafly nnly at th&tﬁh’
neceflary to reftore her. How greatly did !
fuffer, to fee them mutually ftriving mmﬁn
each other, while I knew that neither of tM
entertained that hope in their own hrﬂ:&
with which each endeavoured to mfpm‘: the
other. PR ON

Mis. Orbe had fat up the two pr L'
nights, and had not been undrefled for three
days. Eloifa propofed, therefore, that fhe
fhould retire to her own bed : but fhe re{'ufeﬁfé
“ Well then (faid Eimia) letalittlebed be made

up for you in my chamber; if (added (he, a

4 g : I‘
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that every thing appeared in great ord
had caufed flower-pots to be plac n t
chimney-piece 3 her curtains were M
and tied back ; the air of the room
a grateful odour every where dn&‘uﬁag
that no onc would have taken it for the bed-
chamber of a fick perfon. The fame ta { '
elegance appeared alfo in her deﬁﬁﬁi@e
which gave her rather the air of 2 woman o
quality, waiting to receive company,
country lady, who was preparing fm' j
moments. She faw my furprife, ﬁmhﬁ ,ﬁ
and gucfling my fentiments, was M*
to me, when the children were brought in
room., Thefe now engaged her attpnw;;
you may judge whether, finding herfelf rea
to part from them for ever, h-e‘r c—anﬂ'ei* I
cold or moderate. 1 even took nune&thﬂ
turned oftener, and with maore warmth, to him
who was the caufe of her death, as if he was
become more dear to her on that acGount.
Thefe embraces, fighs, and tranfports were all
myfterious to the poor children. They !
her indeed tenderly; butit was with that ten-
dernefs peculiar to their age. "I'hey compre=
hended nothing of her condition, of the r _"_jl
tition of her carefles, of her regret at nevel
feeing them more: as they faw us furrwﬁil ?._,
‘affeGed, they wept: but knew nothing ne e, '
We may teach children to repeat the wor _'
death ; I:-ut we cannot give them any i&cﬁ
mt H they nelther fear it for them/{elves or ofl

r children .
liar to their age
er careffes , of
ffected , they
rord death ; but
; or others ;

X

<0 o SiP ' NEwyORKPUDLIC LIoRARY G



» KL ‘OIS A, 211
. they fear to [uffer pain, but not todie. When
- the excels of pain drew cnmplaints from their
I'-]IDOI mother, they pierced the air with their
~ eries; but when we talked to them of lofing
- her, they feemed ftupid, and comprehended no-
- thing. Harriet alone, being a little older than
£ thc others, and of 2 fex in which underflanding
+ and fentiment appear earlier than in the other,
feemed troubled and frightened to fee her little
- mama in bed, whom fhe ufed always to fee
. flirring about with her children. I remember
- that, on this occafion, Eloifa made a reflexion
~ quite in character, on the ridiculeus vanity of
I Vefpafian, who kept his bed fo long as he was
- able to do any thinp, and rofe when he could
- _do nomore®, ¢ I know not (fays fhe) if it be

neceflary that an emperour fhould die out of his
- bed: but this I know, that the mother of a
family fhould never t&kf.: to her btd unlefs to.
dle !‘l

ot taken every one of them apart, particularly
¢ Harriet, whom fhe kept fome time, and whe
lamented and fobbed .grievoufly, fhe called
them all three together, gave them her blefling,
. and, pointing to Mrs. Orbe, Go, my child-
B o f-. LT en
e This is not quite exaf, Suetonius tells ws that
| Velpahan employed himfelf as ufual, and gave audience

~ on his death-bed : but perhzps he had done better to haye
| 8 1ifen to give audience, and to have gonc to bed again to
% die. ThisI know, that Vefpalian, if not a great man,
~ was at leait a great prince; butit is not a time to puton
'-,:_‘?tfcum:dim at the hour of death.

After having wept over the chlldrcn, and

~ complaints
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o 'I:thiu:l:ly pretending to inftruc the cook, at
nother by afking whether the might not ven-
T ure to ta.ﬂ's: this or that, and then by recom-
'meudmg it to us to take care of our health,

ﬁwnt which we fhould not be capable uf
i g her the fervice her illnefs required. In

82 ¢ no miftrefs of a family, however folli--

' citous to do the honours of her houfe, could in
full health have thown, even to ftrangers, more
uﬂtglng or more amiable marks of her kindnefs
‘than thofe which dying Eloifa exprefled for her
_ family. Nothing of what I expected happened,
, whm of what really happened ever entered
. my h:a.d In fhort, I was loft in aftonifh-
| ment.
£ After dinner, word was brought up that the
-dergyman was come, He camé as afriend to
~ _the family, as he often favoured us with a vifit.
Thou h I had not fent for him, as Eloifa did
~ not requr:ﬂ: it, I muft confefs to you, I was
pleafed to hear he was come, and imagine the
. moft zealous believer could not on e ‘fame

occafion have welcomed him with greater plea-
| ﬁ:re. " His preflence, indeed, promifed the
- removal of many of my doubts, and fome rfhcf
 from my perplexity,

N ’qamk will recolle& the motives for my telling
M’%f herapproaching end. By the effect which,

ﬁcordmg to my notions, {uch a {hm:kmgplece
- of information fhould have had on her, how

+ could I conceive that which itreally had? How

. mﬂlﬂ Ii lmagme that a woman, fo devout as
g not
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not to pafs a day when in health without mea
ditation, who made the exercife of prayer her
delight and amufement, fhould at {fuch a time
as this, when fhe had but two days to live;
when fhe was jult ready to appear before her
aweful judge, inftead of making peace with God
and her confcience, amufe herfelf in ornament-
ing her chamber, chatting with her friends, and
dwe:rtmg them at their meals, without ever
dropping a word concerning God’s grace, or her
own falvation? What could I think of her, and
her real fentiments? How could I reconcile her
conduét with the notions I had cnbertamnd
her piety? How could I reconcile the ufe
made of her laft moments to what fhe had fﬂd
to the phyfician of their great importance?
All this appeared to me an inexplicable enigmaj
for though I did not expect to find her prac-
tifing all the hypocritical airs of the devotees, it
{cemed to me, however; high tithe to thinkgf
what ihe judged of fo much importance, and
that it thould fuffer no delay, If one is devout
amidft the noife and hurry of life, how can one
be otherwife at the moment we are going to
quit it, and when there remains no lenger time
to think of another? .
Thefe reflexions led me faither th:m I thnugah ]
1 ever fhould proceed. I began to be uneafy;
left my opinions, indifcreetly maintained, m_ig'ﬁ
at length have gained too much opon her beliefs
I had not adopted her’s, and yet I was not
willing that fhe fhould have renounced them.

Had

regan to be
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ing that [he
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- Had I been fick, I fhould certainly have died
in my own way of thinking, but I was defirous
fh-:t fhe fhould die alfo 1n her’s. Thefe con-
~ tradi@lory notions will appear to you very
~extravagant: I myfelf do not find them very
- reafonable : they were, however, fuch as really
- fuggefted themfelves, at that time. I do not un=
‘dertake to juftify, I only rclate them,
At length the time drew near, when my
~ «doubts were to be cleared up: for it was eafy to
fee that, fooner or later, the minifter would turn
- the ctonverfation on the object of his duty; and
ﬁﬁgh Eloifa had been capable of difguifing
fentiments, it would be too difficult for
‘her to do it in fuch a manner that a perfon,
attentive and prepoflefled as I was, fhould not
fee through the difzuife.

pafs over, howcver, the common-place com-
‘pliments with which this worthy clergyman
introduced the {ubject, as well as the affecting
manner in which he reprefented the happinefs
of crowning 2 well-fpent life by a chriftian
exif; he added, that he had 1ndeed remembered

“her to have maintained. opinions, on fome
_points, different from thofe of the church, or
~ fuch as may be moft reafonably deduced from
the facred writings; but that, asfhe had never

die, as fhe had lived, in the communion of the
faithful, and acquiefce in all the part:culars of

their common confeflion. -
. : "
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- %€ but my intention has been invariably good.
~ #¢ This was as much as was in my own power.
¢ If God did not vouchfafe to enlighten my
#*—nn‘e:ﬂnﬂing farther, he is too merciful'and
- “¢ juft to.demand of me an account of what he
:4-‘ hias not committed to my care.
¢ This, Sir, is all I think neceflary to fay en
‘E& opinions I profefs. As to the reft, let
' .F',m!r prefent {ituation anfwer for me, With
¢ my head diftratted by lllnefs, and fubjetted to
§ ¢ the delirium of a fever, is it now a proper
- &€ time to endeavour to reafon better than I did
- hen in health, when my underftandin g
| —#r was unimpaired, and as found as I received it
- %¢ from my Maker?—If I was deceived then,
% ¢cam ] lefs fubje& to be fo now? and in my

- ¢ lieve otherwife than I did when in full health

- *¢ reafon which determines our belief, but mine
- %€ has loft its beft faculties; what dependance
¢ then could be made on the opinions I fhould
- %¢ pow adopt withoutit? what now remains for
¢ me to do, is to appeal to what I believed
n ﬂht‘nre, for the uprightnefs of my intention is
&% the fame, though - I have loft my judgement,
# #JIf I amin an errour, 1 am forry for and
: iﬁﬂmﬂ ity and this 1s fufiicient to Iet my heart
i ¢ at eafe as to my belief,
s With refpect to my preparation fnr death;

~ % ghat, Sir, is made ; badly indced I own, but
| “*Wor. 1V. L o it

Co: gle

'1.' 3-“_ indeed, have been conftantly in the wrongs;

| IS prefent m:aknv:fs does it depend on me to be- -

- #¢ and ftrength of body and mindi! Ttis our
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¢ it is done in the beft manner I' could: and
¢ at leaft much better than I can deo it now.
«t | ‘endeavoured to difcharge that important
<¢ part of my duty before I became incapable
«of it. I prayed in health—when I was
<« firong, I ftruggled with divine grace for fa-
¢ your; at prefent, now I am weak, Iam
¢ refigned, and rely upon it. The beft prayers
““ of the fick arc patience and refignation.
¢« The preparation of death is a good life; I
«¢ know of no other. While ] converfed with
«¢ you, while I meditated by myfelf, whilel
¢¢ endeavoured to difcharge the duties which
¢ Providence ordained for me; it was then I
¢ was preparing myfclf for death; for meeting
¢« my God and judge at my laft hour. It was
¢¢ then I adored him with all my faculties and
«¢ powers: what more can I now do, whenI
¢t have loft them? Is my languid foul in a
¢ condition to raife itfelf to the Almighty?
«¢ This remnant of a half-extinguifled life, ab-
¢¢ forbed in pain, is it worthy of being offered
¢t up to God? No, Sir, he leaves it me to em-
¢¢ ploy it for thofe he taught me to love, and
¢t from whom it .is his fovereign will that [
¢¢ {hould now depart: I am going to leave

“¢ them to go to him ; it is, therefore, with them
¢« [ fhould now concern myfelf; 1 fhall foon
*¢ have nothing to do but with him alone: the
“¢ laft pleafure I take on earth fhall be in doing
“my laft duty; is not that to ferve him

¢ and do his will; to difcharge all thofe du-
A P
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€< ties which humanity enjoins me before I
~ ¢¢ throw it off entirely? What have I to do to

¢ ealm troubles which I have not? My con- |

¢ {cience is not troubled; if fometimes it has

%% accufed . me, it hasdone it more when I was

¢ in health than at prefent. It tells me now that
€€ God is morc merciful than I am criminal,
¢¢and my confidence increafes as I find I
- % approach nearer to him. Ido not prefent him
¢ with an imperfe&, tardy, or forced repentance,
€¢ which, dictated by fear, can never be truely
¢¢ fincere, and is only a fnare by which the
4¢ falfe penitent is deceived. I do not prefent

w s him with the fervice of the remnant and latter

- ¢ end of my days, full of pain and forrow, 2
- €¢ prey to ficknefs, grief, anxiety, death; and
<t which | would not dedicate to his fervice till
¢¢ ] could do nothingelfe. No, I prefent before
"¢¢ him my whole life, full indeed of errours
<¢ and faults, but exempt from the remorfe of
¢¢ the impious, and the crimes of the wicked.

¢ To what punifhment can 2z juft God con-
€¢ demnme? The reprobate, itis faid, hate him,
¢¢ Muft he not firft make me not love him ? No,
¢¢ | fear not to be found one of that numher.
¢ O thou great eternal Being! Supreme In-
¢ telligence! fource of life and happinefs !
¢ Creator! Preferver! Father! Lord of Na-
¢ ture! God powerful and good, of whofe
¢¢ exiftence I never doubted for a mement, and
¢ under whofe eye 1 have always dehghttd to
o h'ﬂ:' I know, I rejoice thatl am going to
: A - “¢ appear
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t have I to
1;1f

th than at

« ¢ and my
nt him ““ with
:an never be
seived . I do

- days , full

which |
elent before
m the

1s [a1d , hate
und one of
rce of life
yowerful and
vhole eye I



ITI TR

its earthly

ch will

« t1ll that
tellectual
from what 1s
aiture ' s work .
)n to concern
[e who feep in

220 £ L0 T 8 .

“¢ appear before thy throne. In a fﬂl‘ﬂaji‘llf‘ ':
¢ foul, delivered from its carthly ta o
o ﬂ:all begin to pay thee more worthily thae
“¢ homage which will conftitute my happinefsto
¢ all eternity., I look upon what I Mﬂ:
¢¢ till that moment comes, as mthﬂg. &
€ buﬂ}r, mdeed ftill lives; but my in
¢ life is at anend [ am at theumi&'mf
¢¢ career, and am zlready ]uﬂgﬁd fmﬂmiﬁ
¢ paft. To fuffer, todie, is all that I have
‘¢ now todo, and this is nature’s work. Ihave
¢¢ endeavoured to live in fuch a manner ﬁfﬁl
¢¢ have no occafion to concern myfelf at -
«¢ and now it approaches, | fee it mthﬂm’m

e elevated and
mprellion the
/1th a

his hands and
¢¢ Thofe who flecep in the bofom of a ﬂtﬂﬁﬂt %1y honours
“¢ in no fear of being awaked.” - Hhee the like !

This difcourfe, hegun in a grave Mh'
voice, and ending in a more elevated and ani-
mated tone, made on every one prefent,
not excepted, an impreflion the more lively, as
the eyes of her who pronounced it feemed to
fparkle with a fupernatural fire; rays of light
feemed to encircle her brow; and, if there be
any thing in this world which deferves the name
of celeftial, it was certainly the faceof J'.'.Iﬂ.
while {he was thus fpeaking, Aot

The minifter himfelf was tranfported at whn
he heard; and, lifting up his hands and eyes to
heaven, ¢ Guud God! (faid he) behold th: ‘wor-
fliip that ctruely honours thee! deign to render
it propitious ; for how feldom do mortals offer
thee the like! Madam (continued he, turning

Go. gle
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to Eloifa, and approaching her bed) I thuughl;
to have inftruéted you, but have myfelf been in-
firucted. I have nothing further to fay. You
have that true faith, which knows how to love
God. Bear with you that precious repole and

teflimony of a good confcicnce, and believe me
- it will not deceive you. 1 have feen many

. Chriftians in your fituation, but never before
o+ faw any thing like this, What a difference be-

tween fuch a peaceful end, and that of thofe ter-
- sified finners, who implore Heaven with vain
and idle prayers, unworthy to be heard. Your
death, madam, is as exemplary as your life:
you have lived to exercife your charity to
mankind, and die a martyr to maternal tender-
nefs, Whether it pleafe God to reftore you to
us, to ferve us as an example, or whether he is
pleafed to call you to himfelf, to crown your vir-
tue with its due reward, may we all, fo long as
we furvive, live like you, and in the end follow
~ your cxample in death; we fhall then be certain
of happinefs in another life.””

He offered now to take his leave; but Eloifa
prevailed on him to ftay. ¢ You are one of my
friends (faid fhe to him) and one of thofe I take
the greateft pleafure to fee; it is for thofe my
laft moments are fo precious. We are going
to part for toolonga time to part fo foon now.””
He was well pleafed to ftay, and 1 went out and
left them.

At my return, 1 found the canvm*fatmn con-
tinued flill on the fame fubje@; but in a lefs:

3 mterelhnfr'
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- which adopts them. I hope (continued fhe,
looking ftedfaftly at me) that he who may edu-
- cate our children will adopt very different max-
ims: and that he will not reprefent religion to
~ them as a mournful exercife, by continually fet-
- _ting before them the profpett of death, - If they
~ learn once but to live well, they will of them-
 felves know how to die.” -

- In the continuation of this difcourfe, which
became lefs affecting and more interrupted than

b - I:fhall tell you, I fully comprehended the max-

ims of Eloifa, and the condu¢t at which I had
~ been furprifed.. It appcarcd that, pereeiving her
fituation quite defperate, fhe contrived only to
remove that ufelefs and mournful appearance
which the fezr of moft perfons when dying makes
them puton. This fhe did either to divert our
affliion, or to banifh from her own view a
" fpe&tacle fo moving, and at the fame time un-

neceflary. ¢ Death (faid the) is of itfelf fuffi-

ciently painful! why muft it be rendered hi~

deous! The care which others throw away in
endeamuring to prolong their lives, 1 will em-
ploy to enjoy mine to the laft momcnt. Shall
I make an hofpital of my apartment, a {cene of
difguft and trouble, when my laft care will be
to affemble in it all thofe who are moft dear to
me? Ifl fuffer the air to ftagnate, 1 muft ba-
nith my children or expofe their health to da:nger
~ If I put on a frightful drefs and appearance ‘my-

{elf, I fhall be known no longer; [ fhall be no
longer the fame perfon; you will all remember to.

| PO S have
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have loved me, and will be able to bear me no.
more. 1 fhall, even alive, have the fnm
fpectacle of horrour before me, which I fhall be
10 mi.r friends when 1 am dead. Initead of this,
1 have difcovered the art to extend my life with-
out prolonging it. I exift, I Imr:, am loved,
and live till the laft breath forfakes me. The
moment of death is nothing: the natural evil
is a tnﬂe, and I have overcome all thofe ﬂ'
opinion.” ot §
~ This and a good deal of fimilar M
pafled between the patient, the minifter, fomes
times the do&or, Fanny, and me. Mrs. Orbe
was prefent all the while, but never joined inthe
converfation. Attentive to the wants of her
friend, fhe was very afliduous to ferve her, when
ihic wanted any afliftance; the reft of the time
flie remained immoveable and almolt inanimate :
the kept looking at her without fpeaking, and
without underftanding any thing of what was
faid,
As to myfelf; fearing that Eloifa wauld ﬁk
too much for her ftrength, I took the opportu~
nity of the minifter and phyfician’s talking to-
each other afide, to tell her, in her ear, tlr_ltrﬁe
talked a great deal for a fick perfon, and reafoned
~ very profoundly for one who conceived herfelf
incapable of reafoning. ‘¢ Yes (replied fhe, very
Jow) I talk too much for a perfon that is fick,
but not for one that is dying; I fhall very foon
]gve nothing more tofay. With refpeét to ar=
gument, 1 reafon no more now; [ have done
with

ut prolonging
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with it. T have often refleéted on my Jaft ill-.

niefs; I am now to. profit by my reflexion. I

am no longer capable of reflefting nor refolving ;

Iam now only able to talk of what I have be-
fore thought of, and to pra&ife what I have for-
merly refolved.”

The remainder of the day paffed away in

‘mearly the fame tranquillity, and almoft in the
fame manner as if no fick perfon was in the
houfe. Eloifa, juft as in full health, calm and
refigned, talked with the fame good fenfe and
‘the fame {pirit; putting on, now and then, an
air of ferenity approaching even to fprightlintfs.
In fhort, I continued to obferve a certain ap-

pearance of joy in her €yes, which increafed my

uneafinefs, and concerning which I was deter--
mined to come to an explanation..

I delayed it no longer than the fame evening:
when, feeing I had an inclination to be left
alone with her, fhe told me I had prevented her,,
for that fhe had fomething to fay to.me. * It
is very well (replied 1) but as I intimated my:
intention firft, give me leave firft to, explain
myfelf.””

Then fitting down by her, and looking at her
attentively, ¢ My Eloifa (faid [) my dear Eloi-

fa, you have wounded my very foul. ¥Yes (con-

tinued I, feeing her look upon me with fome
furprife) I have penetrated your fentiments;;
you are glad to die, you rejoice to: leave me.
- Refle@ on my behaviourto you fince we have
lived together; have I deferved on your part fo.
L s T etael
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cruel a defire?”” At that mﬂ:ant fhe clafped both
my hands in her’s, and with a voice that thrilled
my foul, * Who? 1! (faid the, I glad to leave

- you! Is it thus you penetrate my fentimenﬁf.

Have you fo foon forgot our converfation of yef-
terday !”’—¢¢ Atleaft (interrupted 1) you dmm—-
tent—I have f:v:n—I fee it,”—<¢ Hold ( faid M

it is indeed trur: I die content; but it is content -

to die, as 1 have lived, worthy the name of
‘wife.
no more: but here (continued fhe, taking a
folded paper from under her pillow) here i_s%iqh#\
will unfold to you the myftery,” This paper
was a letter which I faw was dlrcvf’tcd to you.
«¢ | give it to you open (added fhe, giving it into
my hands} that after having read it }'uuml.y
determine within yourfelf, either to fend or
fupprefs it, zccording as you think beft. I
defire, however, you will not read it till I am 1o
more; and I am certain you will grant that
requeft.”

This letter, my dear St. Preux, you wll ﬁn#
enclofed. She who wrote it I well know is
decad; but I can Lardly bring myfelf to b:lmvr.

ahat the no longer exifts.

She queftioned me afterwards, exprefling gmﬂ
uneafinefs about her father. ¢¢ Is it poifible
(faid fhe) that he fhould know his daughtér to
be in danger and [hri not hear from him! Has
any misfortune happened to him? Or has he
ceafed to love me! Can it be that my father, fo

tender 2 father, fhould thus ahandun his child ?

Go 3|+:
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whofe life it has been to inftru@ and make me
happy! you, who of all the men in the world,
were the moft capable to make me fo; you,
with whom only perhaps 1 could have lived
within the bounds of difcretion and virtue! No!
believe me, if I could fet any value upon life, it
would be that I might fpend it with you.” Thefe
words, pronounced with great tendernefs, af-
feCted me to that degree, that as 1 preffed her
hands frequently with my lips, 1 found them wet
with my tears. I never before thought my eyes
made for weeping. Thefe tears were the firft
I ever fhed fince my birth, and fhall be the laft
till the hour of my death. After having wept
the laft for Eloifa, then: is nothing left ml llﬁ‘.l
that can draw from me a tear, .
This was a da;,r of great fatigue for pootm '
fa. Her preparation of Mrs. Orbe in the pre-
ceding night, her interview with the children in
the morning, tnat with the minifter in the after-
noon, together with the above converfation with
me in the evening, had quite exhaufted her. She
betook herfelf to reft, and flcpt better that night
than on the preceding, whether on account of
her lafitude, or that in faét her fever and pa-
roxy{ms were lefs violent,
Early the next morning, word was brought
~ me that a ftranger, very indifferently drefled,
defired very eameftly to fpeak particularly to
Eloifa: and though he was informed of her
fituation, he ftill mrtmucd his importunity,
fuying his bufinefs related to an a&t of great
charity,
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charity, that he knew Mrs, Wolmar very well,
~ and that while fhe had life remaining, {he would
~ take pleafure in exerting her benevolence. As
Eloifa had eftablifhed it as an inviolable rule that
~ no perfon, particularly fuch as appeared to be in
~ diftrefs, fhould be turned away, the fervants

. . brought me word of the man and his requeft :
~ on which 1 ordered him in, His appearance

was mean to the greateft degree, being clothed
¢ almoft in rags, and having in his air and manner

~ all the fymptoms of indigence. I did not ob-
~ ferve, however, any thing further either in his
look or difcourfe to make me fufpicious of him
though heftill perfifted in his refolution of tell-
ing his bufinefs to none but Eloifa. 1 told him,
that if it related to any remedy he might be

poffefled of to fave her life, I would give him
all the recompenfe he might expeét from her,

without troubling her in her prefent extremity.

s No, Sir (replied he) poorasI am, I defire not
your money. I demand only what belongs to
" me, what [ efteem beyond all the treafures on
earth, what I have loft by my own folly, and
what Mrs. Wolmar alone, to whom I owe it,
can a fecond time reftore.”

This difcourfe, though unintelligible, deter-
mined me, however, whatto do. A defigning
~ knave might indeed have faid as much, but he
could never have faid it in the fame manner.
He required that none of the fervants thould be
prefent, a precaution which feemed myfterious
and ftrange? I indulged him, and intrud'u;ed

| im
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him to Eloifa, He had faid that he was known
to Mrs. Orbe; he paffed by her, however,
without her taking notice of him, at which I
was 2 little furprifed. Eloifa recolle&ed him
immediately.  Their meeting was extremely
affecting. Clara, hearing a poife, came fur‘#'lﬁ,
and foon remembered her old acquaintance, not
without fome tokens of joy, but thefec were foon
checked by her affli¢tion. One fentiment unly
engrofled her attention, and her heart was in-_
fenfible to every thmg clfe.

It is needlefs, I imagine, to tell you 'lﬂm
this perfon was; a thoufand ideas will arife up
in your memory, and fuggeft it, But whilft Eloifa
~was comforting him, however, fhe was feifed
with 2 violent ftoppage of her breath, and be~
came {o ill that we thought fhe was going to ex-
pire. To prevent any further furprife or di-
ftraction, at a time when her relief only was to
be thought on, I put the man into the clofet,
and bid him lock himfelf in. Fanny was then
called up, and after fome time Eloifa recovered
from her fit; when looking round, and feeing
us all in a confternation about her, fhe faid,
¢¢ Never mind, children, this is only an effay ; it.
is nothing hke fo painful as one would think,”

All was foon tranquil again ; but the alarm
was {o great, that I quite forget the man in the
clofet, till Eloifa whifpered me, to know what
was become of him. This was not, however,
till dinner was ferved up, and we were all fat.
down to table, I would have gone into the
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clofet to fpeak to him, but he had locked the

door on the infide, as I had directed him ; I was
obliged, therefore, to have patience till after
dinner. |

During our .repaft, Du Boflon, who dined

‘with us, fpeaking of a young widow who was
.going to marry again, made fome rcflexions on

the misfortunes of widows in general ; to which

I replied, the fortune of thofe was ftill harder

who were widows while their hufbands were

living. ¢ That,indeed, Sir (anfwered .Fiﬂﬂﬁ |

who faw this difcourfe was directed to her) is too
true, clpecially if fuch hufbands are beloved.”
The converfation then turned upon her’s; and,
as fhe always (poke of him very affectionately,
it was natural for her to do fo now, at atime
when the lofs of a benefactrefs threatened to
make that of her hufband ftill more fevere,
T his, indecd, the did in the. moft affe&ing terms,
commending the natural goodnefs of his difpo-
fition, lamenting the bad examples by which he
had been feduced, and fo fincerely regretting his
lofs, that, being fufficiently difpofed before to
forrow, fhe burft out into a flood of tears. At
this inftant the clofet-door flew open, and the

~~ poor man, rufhing out, threw himfelf at her

feet, embraced her knees, and mingled his tears
with her’s. She was holdinga glafs in her hand,
which immediately fell to the ground ; while the
poor creature was fo affected with joy and fur-
prife, that fhe had fallen into a fit, had not pro-
per care been inftantly taken to prevent it.
What
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What followed is eafily imagined., Tt was §,and drelled
knnwn in 2 moment over the whole houfe that Je, Annet

revented me ,
d to make ule

Claude Anet was come, the hufband of our
good Fanny! What a feftival | He was hardly

got out of the chamber before he was ﬂri?pq[ him with .
of his tatters, and drefled in a decent manner. er , to give
Had each of the fervants had but two fhirtsa we

piece, Annet would foon have had as manyas §. ... . ¢

them all. They had, indeed, fo far prevented
me, that when I went out, with a defign to get’
him equipped, I was obliged to make ufe of my
authority, tomake them take back the tm
they had furnifhed him with,

- In the mean time Fanny would not Iﬂ‘lre her
miftrefs : in order, however, to give her an
opportunity of an hour or two’s converfation
with her hufband, we pretended the children:
wanted to take an airing, and i&nt thﬂnhﬂ#
to take care of them.s

This fcene did not difturb Eloifa fo muﬂ#
the preceding ones. There was nothing in it
difagreeable, and it rather did her good than
harm. Clara and I paffed the afternoon with
her by ourfelves, and had two heurs of calm
uninterrupted converfation, which the rendered
the moft agreeable and interefting of any we haﬂ‘
ever experienced in our lives,

She opened it with fome obfervations on the
affe@ing (cenc we had juft beheld, and which
recalled ftrongly to her mind the times of her
early youth, Then following the order of
cvents, fthe made a fhort recapitulation of the

incidents:

e was nothing
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- incidents of her life, with a view to fhow that,

and happy ; that fhe had rifen gradually tothe
~ higheft pinpacle of earthly happinefs, and that
~ the accident which now cut heroff in the mid-
dle of her days, feemed in all appearance; ac-
cording to the natural courfe of things, to mark
- the point of feparation between the good and
evil of mortal life, - |

She exprefled her gratitude to heaven, in that
it had been pleafed to give her a fufceptible and
benevolent heart, a found underftanding, and an
agreeable perfon; in thatit had been pleafed to
give her birth in a land of liberty, and notin a
country of flaves ; that fhe came of an honour-
able family, and not of an ignoble or criminal

- race; that fhe was born to a moderate fortune,

and not cither to the fuperfluous riches of the

gence of the poor, which debafes it. She
felicitated herfelf that fhe was born of parents,
both of them good and virtuous, replete with
juftice and honour, and who, tempering the
faults of each other, had formed her judgement
on their’s, without fubjefing her to their foibles
or prejudices.
had cnjoyed, of being cducated in a rational and
holy religion; which, fo far from debaling,
elevates and ennobles mankind, which, neither
favouring impiety nor fanaticifm, permits its
profeflors to make ufe, at the fame time, both

5
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taking it for all in all, fhe had been fortunate

great, which corrupt the mind, or to the indi- -
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. for love; dificult as to perfonal merit, butindif-
ferent to that of opinion, it was morally im-

poflible that my father’s prejudices thould ever
- agree with my inclinations. My heart required
a lover of its own peculiar choice; fuch a one
offered himfelf ; I made choice of him, or rather
heaven fo cire®ted my choice, that, though
a flave to paflion, I fhould not be abandoned to
the horrours of my guilt, and that the love of

virtue fhould ftill keep pofleflion of my heart,
cven after. I was criminal, He made ufe of the

- {pecious infinuating language of virtue, by which

a thoufand bafe men daily feduce our fex; but
perhaps he only of all mankind was fincere.
" Did I then know his heart? Ah! no. I then
knew no more of him than his profeflions, and
yet [ was feduced. 1 did that through defpair
which others have done through wantonnefs:

I even threw myfelf, as my father repmached'

me, into his arms; and yet he loved and re-
{pected me: by that refpect alone I began to
know him truely. Every man capable of fuch
behaviour muft have a noble foul. Then 1
might fafely have trufted him j but I had done
that before, and afterwards ventured to truftin
my own ftrength, and fo was deceived.”

She then went on to lavith encomiums on the
merits of this unhappy lover : I will not fay fhe
did him more than juftice, but the pleafure fhe
took in it was very obvious. She even praifed
him at her own expenfe, and by endeavouring

1o be Juﬂ: to him, was unjuft to herfelf. She
weut
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went even fo far as to maintain that he-he}#
~ adultery in greater horrour than fhe did; for-

getting that he himfelf had difproved any M

fuggeftion. ol

All the other incidents of her life were related
in the fame fpirit. The behaviour of Lord
» her hufband, herchildren, yourreturn,

B
our friendthip, every thing was fet in the moft

favourable light. She recapitulated even ﬁ |

misfortunes with pleafure, as accidents which
had prevented greater misfortunes. She loft her
mother at a time when that lofs was peculiarly

felt; but if heaven had been plealed tﬂﬁ“ .
her, a difturbance, fatal to the peace of her -

family, might have been the confequence. The
afliftance of her mother, feeble as it was, would
have been fufficient to firengthen her refolution
to ‘refift the will of her father, whence family
difcord and feandal would have arifen, perhaps
fome difafter or dithonour, and perhaps fill
worfe, if her brother had lived. She had married
a man, againlt her own inclination, whom fhe

did not love; and yet fhe maintained, that fhe

could not have been fo happy with any other
man, not even with the object of her paflion,

The death of Mr. Orbe had deprived her of a

friend in the hufband, but had reftored to her
a more amiable one in the wife. She even went
fo far as to include her uncalinefs, her pains,
in the number of bleflings, as they had ferved
to prevent her heart from being hardened againt
the fufferings of others. <« It is unknﬂwn-_[ﬂ;hii
(=
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h} the delight of bemoaning our own misfor-
~ tunes or thofe of others. A fulceptible mind finds
a contentment in itfelf, indepencent of fortune.

| .f ‘How deeply have I not ﬁghed' how bitterly

~have I not wept! and yer, were I to pals my
life again, the evil ] have committed would be all

~ that I would with retrenched ; that which I have

- fuffered would be again agrmb&e." Thefe, St.
Preux, were her own words; when you have
read her letter they will perhaps feem more in-
- telligible.

% Thus (continued fhe) you fee to what feli-
~ city 1 was arrived. I enjoyed a confidcrable
thare of happinefs, and had {till more in view,
T'he increafing profperity of my family, the vir=
tuous education of my children, all that I held
dear in the world aflembled, or ready to be af-
fembled around me. The time prefent and the
future equally flattering; enjoyment and hope

- united to complete my happinefs. Thus raifed

to the pmnaclﬁ of earthly blrfs, I could net but
defcend ; as it came before it was expeéted, it
~ would hav: taken its flight while I was delighted
in the thoughts of its duration. What could
Providence have done to have fuftained me on
the fummit of felicity ? A permanent fituation

is not the lot of mankind j no, when we have
acquired every thing, we muft lofe fomething,

though it were from no other caufe than that
the pleafure of enjoyment diminifhes by poffef=
fion. "My father is already in the decline of life,
my children of an age when lifeis very uncertain:

: how

Co. gle

—

A [ulceptible
have I not
rain , the evil
I have
words ;

' ved a

(ing

1t [ held dear
ie prelent and
happinels .
it came

ted 1n the

iined me on
10 , when we
1no other
 father 1s
1certain :



e

238 B L"'OM 81K

how many loffes might not hereafter aflict me;
without my having it in my power to repair or
confole myfelf under one! A mother’s affe&ion
conftantly increafes, whilft the tendernefs of her
offspring diminifhes in proportion as they are
abfent, or refide at adiftance from her. Mine, as
they grew up, wauld be taken from me: they

would live in the great world, and might negleét

me. You intend to fend one of them to Ruffia;

how many tears would not his departure and ab-

fence coft me! all by degrees would be detached
from me, and I fhould have nothing to fupply
their lofs. How often fhould I find myfelf not

in the fituation in which 1 now am going to leave

you! and, after all, I muft ftill die. Die per-
haps the laft of you all, alone and forfaken!
the longer one lives, the more defirous we are
of living, even when our enjoyments are at an
end: hence I might furvive till life became a
burthen, and yet fhould fear to die; it is the or-
dinary confequence of old age. Inftead of that,
my laft moments are now agreeable, and I have
ftrength to refign myfelf to death, if death it
may be called to leave behind us what we love,
No, my friends, my children, think not that I
fhall leave you; I will remain with you: in

leaving you thus united, my heart, my foul,

will flill refide among you; you will fee me

continually among you; you will perceive me
perpetually near you——the time will alfo come

when we fhall be united again; nor fhall the
vistuous Wolmar himfelf efcape me. My re-
: turn
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turn to God fpeaks peace to my foul, and fwect-

~ ens the bitter moment that “approaches: it
promifes me for you alfo the fame felicity. I
have been happy, I am ftill happy, and am
- going to be fo for ever; my happinefs is deter-

., mined, beyond the power of fortune, to all

eternity.’”

Juft then the minifter entered. Eloifa was
trucly the obje& of his refpe& and cfteem; no-
body knowing better than he the livelinefs and
fincerity of her belief. He was but too much
affeCted with the converfation he had held with
her the day before, and above all with the fe-
renity and fortitude he had obferved in her. He

had often feen perfons die with oftentation, but .
never with fuch calmnefs. Perhaps alfo to the

intereft he took in her fituation was added a
little curiofity, to fee whether fuch her uncom.
mon ferenity would laft to the end. Eloifa had
. no occafion to change the fubject of difcourfe
to render it more agreeable to the charater of
our vifitor. - As her converfation when in health
was never on frivolous topicks, fo now fhe con-
tinued, on her fick-bed, to talk over, with the
fame tranquillity, fuch fubjeéts as fhe thought
moft interefting to herfelf and her friends;

{peaking indifferently on matters by no means

indifferent in themfelves.

Thus, following the chain of her ideas rela-

tive to her notions of remaining with her friends;
the difcourfe turned on the {ituation of " the foul
feparated from the body; when fhe took occa-

' | ' fion
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‘1 have alted on earth: if 1 remember this, I
cannot forget thole perfons who were dear to me;
who muft {till be {fo: to fec* them no more
then will be a pain to me, and pain enters not
into the manfion of the blefled. But if, after all,
- 1 am miftaken (fays fhe, fmiling) a m1ﬁake fnr
a day or two will be foon at an end. [ fhall
know, £ir, in a fhort time, more on this fub-
- jett than even yourfelf. In the mean time, this
I am well affured of, that fo long as I remem-
ber that I have lived on earth, fo long fhall I
efteem thofe I loved there, among whom my
worthy paftor will not have the loweft place.”
~ In this manner paffed the converfation all that
day, during which Eloifa appeared to have more.
eafe, more hope and aflurance than ever, feem=
ing, in the opinion of the minifter, to enjoy
a forctafic of that happincls fhe was going to
~ partake among the blefled. Never did fhe ap-
pear more tender, more amiable, in a word,
more herfelf than at this time ; always fenfible,
fentimental, poffefing the fortitude of the philo-
fopher and themildnefs of a Chriftian. Nothing
of affeétation, nothing afluming or fententious
efcaped her ; her expreflion always diftated by

her fentiments with the greateft fimplicity of
M 2 heart,
¥ Itisealy to underftand, that by the word £¢ is heve
‘meant purely an &%t of gheintelledt, luchasthatwherehy
we are faid to fee the Deity, and the Deity to fee us.
We cannot perceive the immediate commumication of
Apirits: but we can conceive it very well; and better, in
- any opinion, than the communication of motion between
bodies, |
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heart. If fometimes fhe ftifled the complaints
which her fufferings might have drawn from her,
it was not through affectation of a Stoical intre-
pidity : but to prevent thofe who were about her
from being aficted ; and when the pangs of
approaching death triumphed over her ftrength,
fhe ftrove not to hide her fufferings, but per-
mitted us to comfort her; and when fhe re-

covered from them a little, comforted us in her
turn. In the intervals of her pain, fhe was
chearful, but her chearfulnels was extremely af-
fecting; a (mile fitting frequently on her lips,
while the eye ran over with tears. To what
purpofe is that terrour which permits us not to
enjoy what we are going fpeedily to lofe ?  Eloifa
was cven more pleafing, more amiable than
when in health; and the laft day of her life was
the moft glorious of all. '
Towards the evening fhe had another fit,
which, though not fo fevere as that in the
morning, would not permit us to leave the
children long with her. She remarked, how-
ever, that Harriet looked changed, and though
we accounted fof it, by faying the wept much
and eat little, fhe faid, ¢ No, her illnefs was in

the blood.”
Finding herfelf better, fhe would have us

fup in her own chamber; the do&or being fill
with her. Fanny alfo, whom we always ufed
to fend for when we chofe fthe thould dine or
fup at our table, came up unfent for; which
Eloifa peiceiving, fhe fmiled, and faid, ¢ Yes,
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eyes feemed to [ay, or afk, fcnmeth,lng which!
could not underftand. < :

‘The wine did not come fo foon as was exe
pected; the valet-de-chambre, who was en-
trufted with the key of the cellar, having taken
it away through miftake. On enquiry, indeed,
it was found that the provifion intended for one
day had lafted five, and that the key was gone
without any body’s perceiving the want of i,
nntwithﬁanding the familjr had ,fat'up feveral
nights, The phyfician was amazed; and fox
my part, ata lofs whether I fhould attribute
this forgetfulnefs to the concern or the fobri
of the fervants, I was athamed to make ufe of
ordinary precautions with fuch domefticks, and
' therefore ordered the door of the cellar to be
broke open, and that for the future eir'l:rjm
might drink at their difcretion.

At length a bottle was brought us, and the
wine proved excellent ; when the patient, having
a mind to tafte it, defired fome mixed with
water ; on which the doftor gave her 2 glafs,
and ordered her to drink it unmixed. Clara
and Fanny now caft their eyes more frequently
at each other, but with looks timid and con-
ftrained, as if they were fearful of faying too
much,

Her fafting, weaknefs, and ordinary way of
living made the wine have a great effeét on
Eloifa. She perceived it, and faid fhe was in-
toxicated. ¢¢ After having deferred it fo long

(faid fhe) it was hardl}' worth while to begin to
make
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make me tipfy now, for 2 drunken woman
is.a moft odious fight.”” In faéty fhebegan to
prattle, fenfibly however ‘as ufual, but with
more vivacity than before. It was aftonithing,
neverthelefs, that her colour was not heightened,
her eyes fparkled only with a fire moderated by

- the languor of her ilinefs ; and excepfing her

paiemfs the. looked to be in full health, Cla-
ra’s emotion became now extremely vifible.

She caft a timid lovk alternately on-Eloifa, on
me, on Fanny, and, above all, on the phy-

ficiany thefe were all expreflive of o many
intéprogatorics which fhe was defirous bus feax-

ful to mike, One would have thought every '

mmnent that the was going to fpeak, but that
the fear of a difagreeable veply prevented herj
indeédher difquietude appeared at l'&ﬂge-’& fo gﬁﬂ.ﬂ,
that it fecined oppreflive. '

- Fanay, memmged by alk thele il‘-gm,

willing to relieve her, a-,ttampted' o f?&ﬂk‘: ﬁut |

with a trembling voice, faultered out that her
miftrefs feemed to have been in lefs pain to day
———that hef laft convulfion was not fo ftron
as the preceding——that the evening Fceme&
—and there fhe ftopped. Clara, who trembled
like a leaf while Fanny was’ fpenkmg, now
fixed her eyes on the phyfician, ]iﬂ'ening with
all her attention, and hardly venturing to breath,
]ﬁﬂ fhe thould not perfettly underﬁand whﬂ; hE

| was gamg to fay

A man muft have been ﬂ‘uptd ‘not fo havg:
sueffed the meaning of all ‘this. "Du Boffon
M 4 got
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got up, felt the pulfeof the patient, and faid

‘¢ Here is neither intoxication nor fever; the

pulfe promifes well.,”” Clara rofe up in a mo-
ment, and, addreffing the do&or with the utmoft

impatience, would have interrogated him more

particularly, buther fpeech failed her, How,

Sir! (faid fhe)—the pulfc! the fever!” She
could fay no more; but her eyes, fparkled with

impatience, and not a mufcle in her face but

indicated the moft difquieting curiofity.
The doflor, however, made no anfwer, but

took up the patient’s hand again, examined her

eyes and her tongue, and having ftood filenta
while, faid, ¢ [ underftand you, maﬂam;: butit

15 lmpﬂfﬁblt for me to fay any thing p-;rﬁl:“ﬂ;
at prefent, only this, that if the: patient is in the

{fame {ituation at this hour to-morrow morning
I will anfwer for her life.”” The words had

fcarce dropped from his lips before Clara, ruth-

ing forward quick as lightening, overturned two
chairs and almolt the table to get at him, when
{he hung round his neck, and kifled him a hun-
dred times, fobbing, and bathing his face with
her tears. W ith the fame impetuafity fhe took
aring of value from her finger, and put it
forcibly on his, crying out, as well as fhe could,
quite out of breath, ¢ Q, Sir! if you do bug

reftore her to us, it is not one life enly you wili _

be fo happy as to fave.”
Eloifa faw and heard this, which great]y

affcéled ber; looking on her friend, therefore,

fhe thus broke out, in a forroawful and moving
tone: -
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her defign, and both of them pafled the night
together in the clofet. 1 fat up in the next
chamber, but the hopes which the domefticks
entertained had fo animated theirzeal, that nel-
ther perfualions nor threats could prevail onone
of them to go to bed that night. Thus the
whole houfe fat up all night under fo much im-
patience, that there was not one of tlieﬁmﬂj
who would not have gladly given a whole year
of his life to have had it nine uclvckm thﬂ
morning.
I frequently heard them wall:mg in herchn-s
ber during the night, which did not difturb
me ; but toward the morning, whenthings feemed
more quiet and ftill, I was alarmed at a low,
inditin& noife that feemed to come from
Eloifa’s room. 1 liftened, and thought I could
now diftinguifh the groans of a perfon im extre~
mity. I ran into the room, threw open the
cartainy and there——QO St, Preux! there I

faw them both, thofe amiable friends, motion=
lefs, locked in each other’s embrace, the one
fainted away, andthe other expiring, 1 cried
out, and haftened to prevent or receive her laft
figh: butit was teo late ! Eloifa was no more |
- 1 can give you no a¢count of what paffed for
fome hours afterwards, being ignorant of what
befel myfelf during that time. As foon as I
Wwas a little recovered from my firft furprife, 1
enquired after Mrs, Orbe; and learned that the
fervants were obliged to carry her into her own
chmh&r, where at laft they were forced to
confine

Gu glf:
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confine hier, 'to prevent her returning inte that
of Eloifa; which fhe had feveral times done,
throwing herfelf on the body, embracing, cha-
fing, and kifling it.in a kind of phrenzy, and

~ exclaiming aloud in a thoufand paflionate ex-

preflions of a fruitlefs defpair.

- “On entering her apartment, I found her ab-
folutely frantick, neither feeing ner minding
any thing, knowing noboedy, but running about

the roem, and wringing her hands, fometimes

muttering in a hollow voice {fome extravagant
words, and at others fending forth fuch terrible
fhricks_as to make one fhudder with horrour,
On the feetof the bed fat her woman, frightened
out of her wits, not daring to breathe or ftir,
but feeking to hide herfelf, and trembling every
limb, In fa& the convulfions which at this
time agitated the unhappy Clara had fomething

- in them moft terrifying. I madea fign that her

woman fhould retire; fearing left a fingle word
of confolation, untimely offered, might have
put her into an aétual fury.

I did notattempt, therefore, to fpeak to her H
as fhe could neither have liftened to, or under-
ftood me; but obferving ‘after fome time that
her ftrength was quite exhaufted with fatigue,
I placed her on a fettee; then fitting down by
her, and holding ber hands, T ordered the child-
ren to be ’brnught in, and called them round her,
Uuhappll}', the firft fhe took notice of was him

that was the inrocent caufe of her friend’ .

d;ath The fight of ‘him I could fee made hey
M6 trgmble ;
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alike.” She was extremel; Mﬁ:! ould have
and retorted it feverely; it -“’ d nevert lara , and
effect in the impreffion it made on ber take my
fhe immediately took the child rms, y father . I
and attempted to kifs him, k!iti ty and  Poled about the
fet him down again imm ._ 3 _f ~ 4 forrow ;
even look upon him with tk eafure ~ ¥ inces , which
the other, and [ am very ﬂ‘ﬂd bhi& ly on the
which is intended for her dlughsﬂr ¢ ainly forefee

Ye fufceptible minds! what wo 4
done in this fituation? Ye wo f_'r;..
Mrs. Orbe. After hav,ulg Car .the
children, and of Clara, an;]. gmg: ceflary
orders about the funcral, 11'. yas oy SOk
to take my horfe, and be the forrow
of the heavy tidings to an unhm
found him ftill in pain from his hurt, as
greatly uncafy and tmubhd ;!;;outt 0t -
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‘eyes, looked at him, and made a fign to him

with her head. Upon this he rofe up in great
tranfport, . and ran up and down the houfe, cry-

ing out his miftrefs was not dead, that fhe

knew him, and that he was fure fhe was living,
and would recover. 'This was fufficient to call
every body together ; the fervants, the neigh-
bours, and the poor, who before made the air

~ refound with their lamentations, now all as

Joudly cried out in tranfport, “¢ Sheisnotdead!
'ﬁe]ivﬂ! fhe lives!”” 'The noife fpread afd in-
creafed ; the common people, all fond of the
marvellous, readily propagated the news: ‘every
one eafily believed what he withed might be
true, ahd fought to give others pleafure, by
countenancing the general credulity. So that,
in a thort time, the deceafed was reported not

~ only to have made a motion with her head, but

to have walked about, to have converfed, &ec,
more than twenty witnefles having had ocular
proofs of circumftances that never happened
or exifted. No fooner were they poflefled with
the notion of her being alive, but a thoufand
efforts were made to reftore her; they preflfed
in crouds about her bed, fpoke to her, threw
fpirits in her face, felt for her pulfe, and did
every thing their foolith apprehenfions fuggeited
to recover her; till her women, juftly ¢ffended
at feeing the body of their miftrefs furrounded by
a number of men, gotevery bodyturned out of
the room, and foon convinced tﬁﬁnfcfvcs how
ezregioufly they had been deceived. Incapable,

however,

-
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my neighbours, and with my own houfzhold.
L could yet fupport it well enough with all but
my old friend and Mrs, Orbe: but you muft
be a witnefs to the afliction of the latter to judge
how much it adds to mine. _So far from taking
my endeavours to comfort her in good part,
fhe even reproachcs me for them; my fellicitude
offends her, and the coldnefs of my affliction but
aggravates her’s; fhe would have my grief be as
bitter and extravagant as her’s; her barbarous
affli¢tion would glarlly fee the whaole Wﬂ.ﬁlﬂ.h
defpair. Every thing fhe fays, every thing g the

does Tooks like madnels ; I am obliged t];u:cfam :
to, put up with every thmgt and am refolved not

to be offended. In ferving her who was.-ﬁéhv-
ed by Eloifa, I conceive !'i do a greater hanour

to her memory than by f'rultlcﬁ tEarB mﬁ

lamenrtations. & -

!

You will be able tu]ud’ge, fromone mﬁm
of the reft of her behaviour. I thought I bad
gained my pﬂint by engaging her to take care

of herfelf, inorder to be able to difcharge thﬂ&.

duties which her dying friend had impofed on
her.  Reduced very low by convilfions, ab-
ftinence, and want of reft, fhe feemed at length

refolved to attempt her ufua] method of living,

and to come to table in the dining-room. The
firft time, however, I ordered the children to
dine in the nurfery, being unwilling to run the

hazard of this effay in their prefence ; violent

paflions of every kind being one of the ruq:@

dangerous objeéts that can be thown to chtl#rrtﬂ
or
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- For the paflions, when exceflive, have always.
- Jomething puerile and diverting to young minds,,
- by which they are feduced to admire what thtj!
~ ought to drcad.

. On entering the dining-room, fhe caft her eyes,
dn the table, and faw cowvers laid far two per-

fons enly ; at which fhe flung herfelf into- the:
Arft chmr that flood next ber, refufing to come
to tahle. I imagined I knew the reafon, and
ordered a third plate to be fet on the. table, at
- the place where her coufin ‘ufed generally to fit.
~ She then permitted me to lead her to her feat
without relu®ance, placing herfelf with great
_caution, and di{pefing her gown as if fhe was
| -afrald to incommede the empty chair. On put=
- ting the firft fpoonful of foup to her mouth,
~ however, fhe withdrew it, and atked, with =z
~ peevith air, what hufinefs that plate had there,
- when no body made ufe of it? I anfwered,
fhe was in the right, and had it taken away:
_ She then ftrove to cat, but could get nothing
down ; by degrees her ftomach fwelled, her
breath grew thort, and all at once the ftarted up,
and returned to her own chamber, without fay-
ing a word, or hearing any shing that 1 faid to
her, obftinately refufing every thing but tcaall
that day.

The next day I had the fame tafk to begin
~ again. T now conceived the beft way to bring

~ her to reafon was to humour her, and to endea-

vour to foften her defpair by more temder fen-
timents. You know how much her daugh-

ter
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ter refembles Mrs. Wolmar; that{hctoﬂka ,
pleafure in heighteming that refemblance, by
drefling her in the fame manner, having bmngﬁ
fome clothes for her from Geneva, in ‘which
fhe ufed to drefs her like Eloifa. I ordered
Harriet, therefore, to be drefled as much in imi-
tation of Eloifa as poffible, and, after having
given her her leflon, placed her at table where
Eloifa ufed to fit; three covers being lald, as W
day before, |
Clara. immediately camprﬂhendcd my de-
fign, and was affe&ted, giving me a tender and: "
obliging look, This was the firft time fhe N fThfe
feemed fenfible of my affiduity, and I pm&ﬁ, - ];) ef?, t
myfelf fuccefs from the expedient. l'tltllr imoa
Harriet, proud to r:prfftnt her l:ttl:mm ! ?f’ (51'(?“
played her part extremely well ; fo well, indeed, rpried ine
that [ obferved the fervants in waiting fhed tears.
She neverthelefs always gave the name of mama
to her mother, and addreffed her with proper
refpe@. At length, encouraged by fuccefs and
my approbation, fhe ventured to put her hand
to the foup fpoon, and cried, ¢ Clara, my dear,
do you choofe any of this I The gefture, tone,
and manner in which fhe fpoke this were fo ex-
altly like thofe of Eloifu, that it made her mo-
ther tremble. A moment after, however, fhe
burflt into a fit of laughter, and offering her
plate, replied; ¢ Yes, child, give me a little,
you are a charming creature.” She then began
to eat with an eagernels that f{urprifed me.
Looking at her with fome attention, I faw fome-
thing
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- thing wild in her eyes, and a greater impatience
in her attion and manner thanufual. I prevent-
- ed her therefore from eating any more, and it was

extremely ill with a violent f{urfeit, which, had
fhe continued to eat more, might have been
- fatal. From this time I refolved to try no more
- projets of this kind, as they might affect her
imagination too much. Sorrow is more eafily
cured than madnefs; I thought it better, there-
~ fore, to let her fuffer under the one a little longer,
than run the hazard of driving her into the
other. : _
T his is the fituation, my friend, in which we
are at prefent. Since the Baron’s return, in-
‘deed, Clara goes up cvery morning to his apart-
‘ment, whether [ am at home or abroad ; where
~ they generally pafs an hour or two together.
_ She begins, alfo, to take a little more notice of
“the children., One of them has been fick;
- this accident has made her fenfible that fhe has
ftill fomething to lofe, and has animated her
~zeal to the difcharge of her duty. Yet, with
all this, fhe is not yet {ufficiently forrowful ; her

r

you to draw them forth, for you to dry them
up again. - You cannot but underftand me.
Think of the laft advice of Eloifa; it was in-
deed firlt {uggefted by me, and I now think it
more than ever prudent and ufeful., Comeand
‘be reunited to all that remains of Eloifa. Her
father, her friend, her hufband, her children, all -
, expect
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expe& you, all defire your i s 4 vi'hl'ﬁ'
cannot fail of being univerfally ufeful. =~

‘In a word, without further explanations, come,
partake, and cure us of our forrows; I fhall
p:rhups be more obliged to yau than to a-ny-n&ﬂ'
man in the world,

cts are at an

y; 1t 1s the

¥ being re -
T s | a 1ce has
FROM ELOISA.' o ‘ \ow vanifhed
This letter was enclo ﬁd in the _prm‘ﬁng thought fo
U R proje&s are at an end! Cm - § dbeof
ftances, my good friend, are W e pired me
~Jet us bear it without murmuring ; it ,5_ t e will |- It now
£ ny (trength

of con{ummate wifdam. We rfelves
with the thoughts of being re-united; fucha
re-union was not good forus: The goodnefs
of Providence has prevented it, *ﬂ{' ut dou
. 1o prevent our tmfery. I 41409 T
- Liong have I dndulged m@rfekf'mlﬂh,ﬂ1
delufion, that my paflion was extinguifhed ; th
delufion is now vanifhed, when Jit can be nc
Jonger ufeful., You imagined me cured of
Jove; I'thought fo tbo, Let us thank heaven
that the deception hath lafted as long as it
could be of fervice to ws, In' vain, alas! I
rendeavoured to ftifle that paflion which infpired
‘me with life ; it was impofible ; it was inter-
woven with my heart-ftrings. It now expands
itfelf, when it is no longer to‘be dreaded; it
fupports me now my ftrength fails me; it chears
| : my

oy (5O gle
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- my foul even in death. O my friend! I can
now make this confeflion without fear or fhame ;
- thisinvoluntary fentiment has been of no pre-
- judice to my virtue, it has never fullied my in-
nocence ; I have done my duty in all things that
‘were in my power. 1f my heart was your’s, it
was my punithment, and not my crime. My
virtueis unblemithed, and my lave has left 'bc-
hind it no remorfe.

I glory in my paft life : but who could have
anfwered for my future years ! Perhaps, were I
to live another day, I fhould be culpable ? what
‘then m[ght [ not have been during whole ycars
fpent in your company ? what dangers have I
‘not run mthmﬁ’huwmg it! and to how much

3 ﬁater was 1 going to be expofed ! Every trial
, s indeed been made, but trizls may be too

" to be happy and virtuous? In taking me hence
heaven deprives me of nuthmﬁ which I ought to

# - moment: fatisfied w:th yﬂu n?&myﬁ:lf 1 dg_
- in peace.

I forefee, I feel your aﬂ:éhon I know too
well you will be left to mourn; the thoughts

of your forrow caufe my greateﬁ uneafinefs :
but reflet on the confolation I leave with you.

The obligations left you to di I'charge on the
part of her who was fo dear to you o ht to
‘make it your duty to take care of )folufel or her
fake. You are left in charge with her better
ha.If. Youwill lofe no more of Eloifa than you

ha?e
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have long been deprived of. - Her better part re-
mains with you, Come and join her family, in
the midft of whom Eloifa’s heart will flill be |
-found. Let every one that wasdear to ber unite
to give her a new being. Ypur'bhﬁn'éﬁ;;ﬁ;. |
pleafures, your friendthip, fhall be her g |

work. The bonds of your union fhall give

new life, nor will fhe totally expire but with
the laft of her friends, ' ‘- : 1. b ;I-‘-‘-E :

Think there remains for you another Eloifa,

and forget not what you owe her. Yﬂﬂ._i\#' '
both going to lofe the half of yourfelves ; unite
therefore to prefcrve the other. The only metho
that remains for you to furvive me, is to fi
my piace in my family and with my childres
Oh! that1 could but invent fHill ftronger be
to unite thofe who are fo dear to ﬁﬁ |
how much you are indebted to each - ar
let that reflexion ﬂmn}g;h:q'ﬁ;fﬁur-ﬁu"‘_' -

P
&
| §

CE e
| s e
wi

tachment. Your farm:r_dbj:&jbing againft en-
tering into fuch an engagement will now 1
come arguments forit. How can either

ever fpeak of me without meltin :' o tender-
nefs? No, Eloifa and Clara fhall for the future
be fo united together in your thoughts, that it
fhallnot be in the power of your heart to fepa
them. Her’s will fhare in every thing'jrqdr‘ishn ;
felt for her friend ; fhe will become bo;h the
é_-:inﬁ{.lgnt and obiect of your paflion. _Yl'ﬂuﬂ,;_érﬂl_
‘be happy in the enjoyment of that Elaifa wﬁ_@
hﬁy_'v_i'ﬁgs', ‘without being unfaithful to her you
Iihal'l:lﬁave loft; "and after fo m'anjr dlfappo;qt,
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- ments and misfortunes, thall, before the age of
life and love is paft, burn with 2 lawful flame,
- and poflefs the happinefs of an innocent paffion.

- liberty to employ your thoughts entirely on the
difcharge of thofe duties which I have recom-
mended ; after which you need never be at a
- lofs to account for the good you have done on

earth. You know there exifls alfg 2 man wor=
- thy of an honour to which he durft not alpire ;
you know him to have been your deliverer, as

~ without connexions in this life, without ex-
- pectations from futurity, without joy, without
4 comfort, without hope, he will foon be the moft
% unfortunate of men.  You owe to him the fame
- pains he has taken with you, and you know the
way torender them fuccefsful. Remember the
inftruftions of my former létter, Pafs }-uuf
“days with him. Let no one that loved me for.
fake him. As he reftored your tafte for virtue,
fo fhow him the obje&t and the value of it.
Be you truely a chriftian, to engage him to be
one too ; the {fuccefs of the attempt is more pro-
- bable than perhaps you imagine.” He has done
~ hisduty ; I will do mine ; and you muft hereafter
~doyeur’s, God is juft, and my confidence in
him will not deceive me, - 4

I have but a2 word or two more to fay, con-

their education will coft you; but at the fame
time, I know you will not repine, ' In the moft
Yor. IV, N k fatiguing

Gougle

Secured by this chafte union, you will be at

well as the hufband of your friend. Left alone, -

cerning my children. I know the trouble,
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fatiguing moments of fuch :mp!nymt-.l . - [ub mit them
fle® that they are the children of Eloifa, and ut benevolent

every thing will be ealy. Mr, Wolmar will put
into your hands the remarks I have made on
your eflay, and on the chara&ter of my two fons.
They are, however, unfinifhed, and I leave them
to you, not as rules for your condu&t, but fub-
mit them as hints to your judgement. Strive not

10w dear they
nis brother it
fatigued I mult
ou with lefs

e
to make my children fcholars, but benevolent l.a_s it l})le'galil.
and honeft men. Speak to them fometimes of r%al;ezd. \;y
their mother—you know how dear they were | . g
ing on the

to her—tell Marcellin I die willingly, as I faved
his life. Tell his brother it was for him I could
have withed to live. Tell their—but I find my=
felf fatipued—I muft put an end to this letter.
In leaving my chlidren with you, I part with
you with lefs regret; for in them I ftill mﬁ
tinue with you.

Farewell, my dear friend! once more fare-
well. My life ends, alas! as it began. Purhnps
I have faid too much, at a time when the heart
difguifes nothing ah! why fhould I be afraid

"toexprefsall I feel ? Itis nolongerl that fpeak:
I am zlready in the arms of death. Before you
read this letter, the worms will be preyingeon
the features of your friend, and will take poflef-
fion of a heart where your image will be found
nomore. But can my foul exift without you?
Without you what happinefs can I enjoy # No,
we will not part—I go but to expeét you.
“T'hat virtue, which feparated us on earth, will
pmte us for ever in the manfions of the bleffed.
. I die

8 image will be
1appinefs can |
ich [eparated

Co glu
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1 die in that peaceful hope; too happy to pur-
chafe at the expenfe of my life the privilege
of loving you without a crime, and of telling
you {o once more.

LETTER CLXIIIL

FROM MRS. ORBE.

I Am glad to hear that you begin to be fo well
recovered, as to give us hopes of feeing you

foon here. You muft, my friend, endeavour

to get the better of your weaknefs; and try to
pafs the mountains before the winter prevents
you. The air of this country will agree with
you ; you will fee here nothing but forrow ; and
perhaps our common affli&ion will be the means
of foothing your’s. Mine ftands greatly in need
of your afliftance ; for I can neither weep, nor
fpeak,nor make myfelf underftood. Mr. Wolmar,
indeed, underftands me, but he makes me no
anfwer. 'The afli&tion of an unfortunate father
alfo is buried within himf{elf; nor ean any thing
be conceived more cruclly tormenting : he nei-
ther hears, fees, nor underftands any thing,

Age has no ventforits griefs. My children affe&t

me, without knowing how to be affe&ed them-
felves. 1 am folitary in the midit of company;
a mournful filence prevails around me; and in

the ftupidity of my affi&ion, | fpeak to no-
body, having but juft life enough in me to feel
the horroursof death. O come, you who par-
take of my lofs, come and partake of my griefs,

; M x- - Come,

Go 3|E
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Come; cherith my heart with your forrow.
This is the only r:un!'n]atmn I can hope for;
the only pleafure I can tafte. : =

But before you arrive, and m.fnrm me of your
intentjons relative to a pm_]c&wh:ch [ know has
been mentioned to you, itis proper I {hould in-
form you firft of mine, 1 am frank and inge-
nuous, and therefore will diflemble nothing.
That I have loved you I confels, nay, perhaps
I love you ftill, and fhall always do fo: but
this I know not, nor defire to know. I am not
ignorant that it is fufpected, which k do not
concern myfelf about, But what I have to fay,
and what you ought to obferve, is this: that
a man who was beluvcd by Eloifa, and could 1 re-
folve to marry another woman, would, in my
opinion, be fo bafe and unworthy a creature,
that [ fhould think it a difhonour to call fuch a.
one my friend.  And with refpeét to myfelfy I
proteft to you, that the man, whoever he be, who
fhall prefume to talk of love hereafter to me.
fhall never have a fecond opportunity asiung as
he lives.

Think then only on the employment that.
awaits you, on the duties impofed on you, and
on her to whom you engaged to difcharge them..
Her children are growing up apace, her fa.tl;er‘
is infenﬁb]y wa{ting, her hufband is.ian continual
agitation of mind :
- apnihilated ; his heart rebels againft his rea-.
fon. He fpeaks of her, he fpeaks to her, and.

fighs, Methinks I fee already the repeated.
- wifhes
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wifhes of Eloifa half accomplifhed, and that
you may put a finifhing hand to fo great a work.
What a motive is here to induce both you and
Lord B——, torepair hither, ltis becoming his
noble mind that our misfortunes have not made
him change his refolution.

Come then, dear and refpeétable friends, come
and rejoin all that is left of Eloifa. Let us
aflemble all that was dear to her: let her fpirit
animate us ; let her heart unite our’s; let us
live continually under her eye. 1 takea de-
light in conceiving that her amiable and fuf-
ceptible fpirit will leave its peaceful manfions to
revilit our’s; thatit will take a pleafure in fee-
ing its friends imitate her virtues, in hearing
herfelf honoured by their acknowledgements, in
fecing them kifs her tomb, and figh at the re-
petition of her name. No, fhe has not yet for-
faken thofe haunts which fhe ufed to make fo
delightful, Th-:)? are ftill full of her. I feec her
in every object, I perceive her at every {ltep;
every hour of the day I hear her well-known
voice. It was here fhe lived, here died, and
here repofe her athes.—As I go, twice a week,
to the church, I caft my eye on thefad, re-
vered {pot——Q beauty ! is fuch thy laft afy-
Jum | ——2>8incerity! friendtfhip! virtue! plea-
fure! innocence! all lie buried in her grave—
I feel myfelf drawn as it were involuntarily to
her tomb [ fhudder as I appreach I
dread to violate the hallowed earth | ima-
gine that I feel it thake and tremble under my

N 3 feet
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feet——=that 1 hear a plaintive voice call me
from the hollow tomb———Clara*! where art
thou? Clara! why doft thou not come to thy
friend ? Alas! her grave hath yet but half
her afhes it is impatient for the remainder

of its prey——yet a little while, and it thall be
fatisfied!

a little

vered the

11 take in
aule , litle as
he

ngive a

elf in his
flattering
agedies [o
lers act and
to me a

hat thole

the publick .
ved [uch

* After having read thefe letters feveral times over, I
think I have difcovered the realon why the intereft which
Iimagine every well-difpofed reader will take in them,
though perhaps not very great, is yet agreeable: and this
15, becaufe, little as it may prove, it is net excited by
villainies or crimes, nor mixed with the di _
fenfations of hamred. I cannet cunceive what pleafure it
c€an give a writer, to imagine and defcribe the charace
ter of a villain; to put himfelf in his fituation as often
‘as he reprefents his ations, or to fet them in the moft
flattering point of view. For my part, I greatly pity the
authours of many of our tragedies fo full of wickednefs
and horrour, whe fpend their lives in making charaéters
att and fpeak, which one cannot fee or hear without thud-
dering. It would be to me a terrible misfortune ta be
condemned tofuchlabour ; nor can T think but that thefe
who do it for amufement muft be violently zealous for
the amulement of the publick. I admire their genius
and talents ; but I thank God, that he bas not beftowed
fuch talents upon me.

Go gle









THE
AroML 0 ol R S
oF
LORD EDWARD B

HE fingular adventures of Lord Edward
at Rome were too romantick to be joined
with thofe of Julia, without fpoiling the fims
plicity of the latter. I fhall here throw toge=
ther fuch afhort account of them as may be
neceflary to explain the two or three letters in
which they are mentionec.
- Lord Edward, during his excurfions in Italy,
had become acquainted with a Neapolitan wo-
man of quality, of whom he foon grew ena-
moured in a high degree; and fhe on*her fide
conceived a paflion for him, to which fhe was
a prey during the fhort remainder of a lifé
: N 5 abridged
* This piece, now publifhed for the firlt time, is copied
from the original and only manuﬁ_:ript in the authour’s

hand-writing, belonging to, and in the poffeffion of, the

Duchefle de Luxembourg, who favoured the t‘.'dﬂnr with
the ule of it,
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abridged by its violence. The mughunt:nu
Briton, but no lefs vehement than fi

all his feelings, was extreme and great in ti:ry
thing, was incapable of fegling or infpiring Iﬂ]’
other than a violent attachment.

The fevere virtue of thenoble ftoick alarmﬁ
the Marchionefs. She refolved to pafs for a
widow during the abfence of her hufband,
-which fhe found no difficulty in doing, as they
were both ftrangers in Rome, and as the Marquis
was with his regiment in the Emperour’s fervice.
Lord .Edward’s paffion did not fuffer him long
to defer a propofal of marriage; the Marehio-
nefs allcdgcd the difference of religion and other
pretexts.. - At length, forming a connexion
which had all the intimacy of marrlég,e but
without its fanction, they continued it &H
Lord Edward, difcovering that the hufband of
his miftrefs was living, came to a rupture with
her, after loading her with the bittereft re-
proaches which his rage, at finding himfelf
guilty without knowing it of a crime he lleld
in horrour, could fuggeft.

The Marchionels, no lefs furmldab]e by her
total want of principle than by her ingenuity
and her charms, left nothing untryed to keep
him, and at laft fucceeded. All that was cri-
minal in their intercourfe ceafed ; in every other
refpect the intimacy continued. Unworthy as
fhe was to love, fhe felt the full force of that '
ennobling paffion, fhe was reduced to the necef-
fity of [eeing, and feeing only, the man fhe
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adored, whom fhe could preferve on no other
terms ; and this cruel, but voluntary felf-de-
nial irritating the defires of both, they became
more ungovernable by conftraint. The Mar-
chionefs tryed every means to makc her lover
forget his refolutions; but her charms and ca-
refles were equally ineffe€tual.  Lord Edward
remained unmoved; his great foul was inaccel-

fibleto guilt, The firft of his paffions was

virtue ; he would have facrificed his life to his
miftrefs, and his miftrefs to his duty. Once,
when the temptation became too powerful, the

- means he was on the point of adopting to fthake

it off checked the Marchionefs, and thowed her
the ineficacy of her attempts. The tyranny
in which our fenfes hold us is not owing to our
weaknefs, but to our depravity. Whoever fears
death lefs.than guilt will never be guilty againft
his will.

There are few of thofe energetick fouls that
exert an irrefiftable attraétion upon others, and
raife them to their own f{phere; but there are
fome, and Lord Edward’s was of this number.
The Marchionefs hoped to work upon him in
time, but the only change that took place was
in her own fentiments. While the precepts
of virtue fell from his lips in the accents of love,
he moved, he penetrated her even to tears:
the facred flame reached her groveling heart,

which, for the firft time, felt that juftice and

honour have a charm ; fhe began to have a relifh
for the truely beautiful: if innate depravity
N 6 could
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278  SEQUEL OF JULIA; OR;
ended in making the triumph of virtue more glo-
rious and more painful to both. The admiration
which St. Preux exprefles of his friend’s firm-
nefs, towards the end -of the fourth part of
Fuiia, refers to the incidents of thisevening.
Lord Edward was virtuous, buthe was a man.,
He poflefled all the unaffe@ed plainnefs of true
honour, and was unacquainted with thofe faéti-
tious decencies which are fubftituted in its place,
and which the world feems to value fo highly.
After fome days pafled with the Marchionefs in
unavailing ftruggles, he found the da in-
creafe, and, to fhun his impending dEfEF

went to fee Laura.

She ftarted at fight of him: obferving her
buried in melancholy, he undertook to diflipa
it, and did not imagine that much pains woul
be neceflary to fucceed. He met with more

difficulty than he had apprehended. His careffes .

were ill received, and his offers reje&ed with an
air that never accompanies thefe refufals which
are the preliminaries of a grant.

So ftrangea reception ftimulated, 1nﬁ¢ad of
difgufting him. Was he to fhow a girl of this
defcription the fame deference as 2 woman of
honour? He exerted his privilege without feru-
ple. Laura, fpiteof hercries, her tears, her
refiftance, finding herfelf cverpowered, makes a
laft effort, fprmgs to the other extrtmlt_,r of the
room, and cries, with a peculiar animation of
voice, ¢ Kill me, then; you fhall never effe@

yOour
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empire: Carried away in a vortex of degrading
pleafures, love fled before her; the wretched fe-
ducers of female innocence are incapable of
feeling or infpiring that generous paffion, The
moft combuftible bodies donot take fire of them-

felves; let but a {park approach, and a confla-

gration follows. The tranfports of Lord Ed-
ward and the Marchionefs had the fame effect
on the heart of Laura, At a language fo new
to her, a thoufand delicious fentiments thrilled
to her heart; her ears devoured every accent,
her eyes every motion. The humid flame that
darted from the lovers eyes pierced through her’s,

and reached her very vitals; her bloed ran boil-

ing through her veins ; at every accent that fell
from him, her whole frame trembled in unifon
the emotions vifiblein every gefture, the paflion
ftamped on every feature of Lord Edward pafled
into Laura, Thus the firft image the faw of
love made her love the object in whom fhe faw
it. Had Lord Edward -been indifferent to the
Marchionefs, Laura perhaps would have been
indifferent to Liord Edward.

Her agitation was far*from {ubfiding on her
return home, The firft {enfations of a rifing
paflion are irrefiftibly delicious; fora moment
fhe acquiefced in an enjoyment {o new to her;
that moment pafled, fhe opened her eyes upon
herfelf. For the firft time of her life the faw
what fhe was, and the fight ftruck her with
horrour, All the encouragement of hope, all

the motives of defire, which fan the flame in
~others,
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others, extinguifhed her’s in defpair. In the
poffeflion of the man fhe loved, the faw only the
ignominy of an abject and vile bemg, loaded at
once with carefles and contempt; in the gratifi-
cation of the paffion fhe felt nothing but the
infamy of mercenary proftitution, Her own
defires were her greateft torments; the eafier it
was to fatisfy them, the more the horrour of
her fituation increafed; without honour, withe
out hope. without refource, fthe became ac-
quainted with love, only to regret the impofii-
bility of enjoying its {weets. Thus began her
fufferings, which never were to end ; thus ended
her happinefs, which had lafted but 2 moment.
The rifing paffion that humbled her in her -
own cycs exa]ted her in thofe of Lord Edward.
When he found her capable of loving, he de~
fpifed her no more. But what confolation had
he to give heri 'What had he to beftow on her,
except thole weak emotions that rife in a gene-
rous heart no longer its own mafter, in favour
of an objeét more to be pitied than defpifed, and
bereft of every fentiment of honour, but fo much
as was neceflary to feel its own fhame 2
He confoled her, however, as well as he cnuld
~and promifed to come again to fec her. He faid
not a word of her way of life, not even to exhort
her to quit it. 'To what purpofe fhould he in-
creafe her horrour of it, feeing that very horrour
was already drawing her to defperation ? E“,
word on fuch a fubje& muft feem to have a par-
ticularintention, muft feem to leffen the diftance
between
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between them, and render poffible an event |,

which could never take place. 'The greateft
misfortune of proftitution is, that to remain in,
or quit ity is equal infamy.

After a fecond vifit, Lord Edward, with a
munificence peculiar to his countrymen, fent
her a japanned cabinet, and a number of rich
Englith trinkets. She fent him back the whole,

with this billet: ¢ I have loft the right of re-
fufing a prefent, yet I have the prefumption to

fend back your’s ; for, perhaps, you did notin-

tend it as an exprefion of your contempt. If
return it, it muft of neceffity be accepted ;

ut how cruel a generofity is your’s!”
Lord Edward was ftruck with a billet, dictated
at once by humility and pride. Without ftrug-
gling againft the infamy attached to her profef=

fion, Laura difplayed a kind of dignity under it.

She almoft effaced her ignominy by her eager-
nefs in fubmitting to it. He had ceafed to de-
fpife, he now began to efteem her. He contis
nued to vifit her, but without offering to make

- another prefent, and though he took no pride

in the paffion fhe felt for him, he could not
help being pleafed with it.

He did not conceal his_vifits from the Mar-
chionefs ; befides that he had no reafon, it wou!d
have been an acl of ingratitude to co fo.  She

wifhed to beacquainted with every circumftance
of thofe vifits. He fwore that the laft fami-

- liarities had ncver pafled between him and Lau-
ra, 'This inftance of fclf-denial had an effe&

quite
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quite thecontrary of whathe expefted. ¢ Whﬂtf
(exclaimed the Marchionefs in a rage) you vifit
Laura, and the laft familiarities have not pafled
between you! What brings you then to fee
her?’’ This gave birth to that infernal jea-
Joufy, which produced fo many attempts onthe

lives of Lord Edward and Laura, and devoured
the heart that harboured it till it was extun-

guifhed in death. : FodaRl
T here were other circumflances which raifed
this ungovernable paflion to its greateft height,

and brought back the Marchionefs to her true -

charadler. {1 have already obferved, that Lﬂta
Edward, -in the unftudied probity of his heart,
had no idea of delicacy. He prefented to the
Marchionefs the cabinet and jewels which
Laura had refufed, and {he-accepted his prefent,
not out of avarice, but becaufe their intimacy
warranted an interchange of that nature, in
which, toown the truth, the Marchionefs was
no lofer. Unluckily fhe came to know the firft
deftination of this prefent, and how it happened
to revert to her. There is no occafion to add,
that the fame moment faw this difcovery made
end the whole thrown out of the windows.
Judge what the rage of flighted love, and the
pride of infulted quality, made her feel in that
inftart. |

Still, the more Laura felt her fhame, the lefs
fhe endeavoured to fhake it off; fhe refi

herfelf to it through defpair, and the difdain

with which fhe viewed herfelf reached the pro-
' | fligates
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fligates who courted her favours, She was not

proud—what right had fhe to be fo! Buta
profound fenfe of ignominy, which it was in vain
to check—the defperate melancholy of fhame,
for ever prefent to itfelf, though for ever fhun-
ned——the indignation of a heart that feels itfelf
worthy of refpect, though covered with infa-
my—all thefe embittered the enjoyments abhor-
red by love, and turned the odious pleafures into

‘remorfe and difguft, A refpe& unknown to

thefe degraded beings made them lay afide the
manners of libertini{m ; an involuntargdiftur-
bance poifoned their tranfports, and, compaf-

fionating the fate of their vi&im, they retired

weeping for her, and bluthing for themfelves
She continued a prey to the melancholy which
confumed her, and Lord Edward, whofe friend-

fhip for her grew ftronger every day, faw that

fhe was too much afflicted, and that her dejec-
tion fhould rather be diminifthed than increafed.
His prefence did much towards confoling her—

his converfation did more, it removed by degrees

her defpair, The grandeur and elevation of his
fentiments pafled as it were into her fonl, and
reftored its long-loft vigour., What effeés

- might not be expected from leflons delivered by

an adored lover, and finking into a heart given

up by fortune to infamy, but formed by nature’

for virtue? In fuch a heart the {eeds once fown
were {een to bring forth fruit an hundred fold,
By thefe humane attentions he brought her

at length to think better of herlelf, *¢ If there be
ng
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no difgrace truely indelible but that which at-
tends actual depravity, I feel within myfelf the

means of effacing my thame, I can never efcape

contempt, butI fhall ceafe to meritit; I fhall
ceafe to defpife myfelf. Having thrown off the
load of vice, that of contempt may be more
eafily bor’n. 'What fignifies to me the fcorn of
the whole world, while I poflefs the efteem of
Lord Edward? Let him but look at the work
of his own hands, and take delight in it, that
alone will make me amends for every thing.
Though honour fhould gain nothing by it, love
will. Yes! let megive to the heart he enflames
2 habitation more worthy of him. Delicious
fentiment! Never will I again profane thy
tranfports. Happinefs is placed for ever be-

yond my reach. 1 know it. But, fince to |

beftow on me the carefles of love would be to
profane them, never will I admit any other.”
Her agitation was tco violent to laft long ;
but when fhe endeavoured to quit the way of
life that caufed it fhe found a thoufand unfore-
feen obftacles in her way. She perceived that
the woman who has abdicated her right to her
own perfon cannot recover it when fhe will,
and that reputation is a kind of legal barrier,
the removal of which leaves the perfon who has
loft it very defenfelefs. She had but one way
to efcape her perfecutors, which was to threw
herfelf fuddenly into a convent, and abandon
her houfe in fome fort to pillage; for fhe lived

in that opulence fo common among thofe of her
profeflion,
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profeflion, efpecially in Italy, while they haye
the doubleadvantage of youth and beauty, She
had faid nothing of her projett to Lord Edward,
conceiving that to mention it before its execu-
tion would be to deftroy its whole value., As
foon as fhe reached her afylum, fhe informed
him of it by abillet, and entreated his prote&ion
againft certain powerful perfons, who interefted
themfclves in the continuance of her profligacy,
and were likely to be offended at her retreat,
He reached her houfe time enough to fave her
effects. An opulent nobleman, as venerable by
his worth as refpe&table by his rank, pleading
with force the caufe of virtue, foon found in
Rome, though a ftranger there, fufficient credit
to keep her in her convent, and even to fecure
to her when there the payment of an annuity
left her by the cardinal to whom her parents
bad fold her, .

He went to fee her. She was beautiful, pe-
ninent, andinlove: tohimfhe owed all the was—
all fhe was likely tobe. What powerful claims
upon fuch a heart as his! He came full of all

. thofe fentiments which virtuous hearts carry
with them tovirtuous actions, and wanted only
that one which was neceflary to her happinefs,
and which it was not in his power to feel, Ne-
ver did hope flatter her foftrongly; in the tran-
fports of her joy the felt herfelf already in that
ftate to which thofe who have once fallen from
it fo feldom re-afcend. ¢ Yes (faid fhe) I am

no longer vile; a virtuous man makes me the
object
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288 SEQUEL TO JULIA; OR, |
object of his cares. Love, I no longer regret
the tears you extort, the fighs you prompt; you
have already overpaid me all. To you I owe

my flrength ; to you the recompenfe that crowns |

it: when you taught me to love my duties, you
became the firft and greateft of them, Whatan
extacy of happine(s referved for me alone! Itis

love that elevates and infpires me; love that

refcues me from infamy and guilt; never can
thatdivine paflion quit my heart but when virtue

goes along with it, Yes, Lord Edward, if ever

I become vile, I muft firft ceafe to love you!”

The circumftance of her withdrawing from
the world made a noife. Thofe degenerate foulsy
who judge of others by themfelves, could not

imagine that Lord Edward was prompted in this
affair by the impulfe of virtue alone. So much:

attention beftowed on a perfon {o amiable could

not fail to excite fufpicion. The Marchionefs,

who had fpies every where, came firft to hear
it, and in the violenceof her rage completed the.

divulgation of her own intrigue. The report.

of it reached the Marquis at Vienna, and
brought him to Rome the following winter, to
receive in the thruft of a fword the reparation
of his offended honour.

"Thus commenced that double connexien,

which, ina country like Italy, expofed Lord

Edward to a thoufand dangers of a thoufand
different kinds; fometimes on the part of an in-
jured foldier, fometimes on that of a jealous and

vindictive woman, and fometimes from the lo-
| vers
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vers of Laura, whom her lofs had driven to all
the madne(s of rage. A connexion fingularly

firange, which, atoning for its dangers by no

gratification, divided him between two adoring
miftreflfes, without a poffibility of poflefling
either; rejected by the courtefan whom he did
not love, and rejecting the woman of honour
whom he did; never fwerving from wirtue, it
is truc, but making that facrifice to his paflions
which he thought he made to'virtue alone.

. Itis not ealy to fay what kind of {ympathy
could unite two charadters fo oppofite as thofe
of Lord Edward and the Marchionefs; yer,
fpite of this difparity, they could never wholly
unlcofe the ties that bound them to each other.
The defpair of that violent woman may eafily
be conceived, when the imagined that fhe had
given herfelf a rival (and fuch a rival too!) by
her imprudent generofity. Scorn, reproach,
outrage, threats, carefles, every thing wasem-
ployed to detach Lord Edward from fo unwor-
thy an intercourfe, in which fhe could never be-

lieve his heart had no fhare. He remained uns
mgved—he had made a promife. Laura had

limited her hopes and her happinefs to the pig:ff-
fure of feeing him fometimes, Her virtue, yet
unconfirmed, had occafion for- fupport, ';‘avri
the foftering care of him whofe work it was, was
neceflary to bring it to maturity. This was his
excufe to himfelf; in which, perhaps, he un-
knowingly concealed fome part of the truth,
Where is the man {o rigidly fevere, as to turn
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away from the looks of a charming obje&t, who
afks no more than a fufferance of her paffion?
Where is the honeft heart, from which the tears
of two bright eyes will not extort one ftruggling
figh? Where the benevolent mind, whofe vir-
tuous felf-love is not gratified by the fight of
the happinefs it beftows? He had made Laura
too eftimable to give her nothing more than his
efteen. The Marchionefs, unable to prevail
on him to quit the haplefs girl, . became furious;
not having the courage to abandon him, fhe
conceived a kind of horrour for him. W hen the
faw his carriage approach, fhe thuddered; when
{he heard his tread on the ftairs, rage and terrour
fhook her whole frame. His prefence threw
her into a paroxyfm of contending paffions;

during his ftay fhe beheld him with pain; at

his departure fhe loaded him with imprecations:
during his abfence tears of indignation burft
from her continually, and fhe talked of nothing
but vengeance. Her fanguinary refentment fug-
gefted to her projelts worthy only of herfelf,
Lord Edward was feveral times attacked, on

hired, Shelaid feveral {nares for Laura |

to engage her to come abroad and have her car=
ried off. Al thiscould not cure Lord Edward,

Efcaping from her bravoesgvcr night, he re-
turned to her the next morning ; by his chime-
rical proje& of bringing her to I'Edﬁ:lﬂ, he en-
dangered his own, and augmented his weaknels

by indulging his zeal, 4

coming out of Laura’s convent, by bquﬂ;g :
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In a few months after, the Marquis, ill cured
of 'his wound, died in Germany,- perhaps of
grief for his wife’s bad conduct, This event,
which fhould have removed the barrier between
Lord Edward and the Marchionef(s, ferved only
to flrengthen it. Her eagernefs to take advan.
tage of the recovery of her liberty affrighted
him. The bare doubt whether the Marquis’s
wound might not have contributed to his death
checked the (uggeitions of his heart, and filenced
all its defires. T'he rights of a hufband, would
he fay to himfelf, die with him with regard to
every one except his murtherer, againft whom
they rife from the grave, and ftare him in the
face. Though humanity, though virtue, though
the laws were filent on this point, would not
rcafon alone teach us, that the pleafures at-
tached to the perpetuation of the human fpecies
fhould not be the price of human blood ; other-
wife the fource of life would become the in-
{trument of death, and mankind would perifh
by the means clelhned to preferve them. =
He pafled many years in this manner, dlv,ldﬂi

between two miftrefles, in wavering rrﬁ:foh.lﬁﬂat *w‘

often wifhing to renopnce both, and never ableto

- quitmther repelled by reafon, attraéted byincli-

nation, and rivetted fafter in his chains by every
effort he made to break them; yielding fometimes
to paflion, and fometimes to duty, and, unable to
remain any where, going eternally from Lon-
don to Rome, and from Rome to London ; al-
ways ardent, eager, impaflioned, never weak
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nor guilty, and owing to the greateft and Beft
of hearts that ftrength which he imagined was
the work of his reafon, Every day meditaeﬁn;
follies, every day rejeéting the foily he me-
ditated, and ready to break his u chains.
It was in the firft moments of d:i‘gu& that he
was near attaching himfelf to Julia, and it ap-
pears certain he would have done fo, if he hﬂ
not found the place occupied. .
However, the Marchionefs loft every dny, bf
her vices, the ground which Laura gained by her

virtues. The perfeverance on both fides was |

the fame, but the merit unequal; and the Mar-

chmnefs, with the ufual degradation of habitual.

vice, ended in employing her hopelefs paffion
on thofe fubftitutes which that of Laura had
been unable to endure, At each return to Italy
Lord Edward difcovered new |
Laura, © She had lcarned Englifh; fhe ﬂ
by heart all he had recommended her to read;
fhe completed herfelf in every kind of knowledge
he feemed to value: fhe endeaveoured to mould
» her foul on his, and what remained of the erigi-

nal features was no difgrace to the model. She
was at that time of life when cvery additional
year gives additional beauties ; the Marchionefs’

charms, having pafled the period of inereafe, were

condemned to daily decay ; and though the had

that air of fenfibility which pleales and pene~
trates ; though fhe fpoke decently enough of hu~
mznity, fidelity, and virtue, her difcourfe be-

came ridiculous contrafted with her conduét;
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her reputation belied her words. Lord Edward
knew her too well to entertain any further hope
of her He difengaged himfelf by degrees,
without being able to do fo entirely; and,
though making a conftant progre(s towards in=
difference, he never reached the goal. His
heart led him to the Marchionefs, his feet carried

him to her houfe by an involuntary motion. Ne

efforts can erafe from a feeling heart the fenti-
ment of an intimacy that once conftituted its
happinefs. By dint of intrigues, - plots, and
machinations, fhe came at laft to poflefs his en~
tire contempt; but he defpifed without ceafing
to pity her, and was never able to forget, either
what he had owed to her love, or had felt for
her charms.

Thus, tyrannifed by his habits, rather than
his inclinations, Lord Edward found it impoffi-

ble to break thc ties that attached him to Rome.
“The charms of domettick happinefs made him

wifh to become a hulband and a father before,
he grew old. Somectimes he accufed himfelf,

not only of injuftice, but ingratitude, tnw%;

the Marchionefs, and imputed to her paflion the
vices of her nature, Sometimes he forgot Laura’s
firft way of life, and his heart involuntarily
overleaped the barrier that feparated them for
ever. Still juftifying by reafon the feductions
of inclination, he faw in his lalt journey to

" ° Rome nothing more than a defire of trying his

friend, while he expofed himfelf to a tryal, under
which,
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