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XVI.

N December 3, 1792, M. Barbaroux demanded that

of the French, ſhould be put

upon his trial. M. Charlier moved that he fhould be de

creed to be in a ftate of accufation, and a great part of the

affembly immediately approved the latter motion.

M. Roberſpierre faid that to propoſe the trial of Louis in

any manner, was to go backward towards defpotifm ; it was

a counter-revolution idea, for it placed the revolution in

difpute.

" I propofe," faid he, " to decide inftantly upon the

fate of Louis XVI ; to refer his wife to the ordinary tri

bunals, as well as all thofe accuſed of the fame offences ;

and to impriſon his fon until peace and liberty fhall be

firmly established. For Louis I demand that the Na
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tional Convention fhall declare him a traitor to the

French nation, and a criminal to humanity. I demand

his punishment even upon the very fpot where, on the

10th of Auguft, the martyrs of liberty died, and that

a monument be erected upon the ſpot in memory of the

event.

M. Petion contended that the Convention, in paffing

a decree of accufation, would fulfil the office of a jury

of accufation, and would refufe giving any decifion.

themſelves. He thought that the queftion could not be

referred to any of the prefent tribunals, becauſe tribu

nals could only apply the laws, of which there were, at

prefent, none upon the fubject. He moved to declare,

firft, whether Louis XVI ſhould be judged

whom?
and by

M. Roberfpierre, after much oppofition from the Con

yention, produced his motion in writing, which the gal

leries applauded with great vehemence. The queftion was

put upon the first motion, and carried in the following

terms

" The National Convention decrees that Louis XVI

fhall be judged by the Convention.

M. Julien then began an oration, demanding the inftant

death ofLouis. The Affembly would not hear it through

out.

M. Phillippeaux demanded, that the Affembly ſhould

proceed without interruption to determine the fate of

Louis.

Roberfpierre propofed to determine upon the firft mo

tion; but at length it was decreed That the Con

vention fhall employ itfelf every day, from eleven o'clock

till fix, in the trial of Louis XVI.” .

DECEMBER 9,

M. Lindet, one of the committee of twenty-one,

prefented himself at the bar of the Convention, to make

a report of the act announcing the charges made againſt

Louis XVI.

The report begins with the circumftances of the 20th

of
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of June, 1789, when the king interrupted the fittings of

the National Conftituent Affembly, which then removed

to a tennis court. It mentions, that on the 6th of Ju

ly, the hall of the National Affembly was furrounded

by foreign troops; that, on the 9th the king refuſed to

difmifs them; that on the 10th the king refuſed to re

ceive the Prefident of the National Affembly ; and that

on the 20th of June, 1791 , he left Paris, with his fa

mily.

It paffes through feveral other circumftances, mak

ing obfervations upon them all, to the 10th of Auguſt,

on the morning of which it avers, the king reviewed

his Swifs troops, and commanded them to fire upon the

people.

The commandant general faid- Louis Capet at

tends your orders.'

The unfortunate Louis then appeared at the bar. The

Mayor, two municipal officers, and Generals Santerre and

Wittenkoff entered with him. The guard remained on

the outfide, in the hall,

Prefident. " Louis, the French Nation accufes you.

The National Convention has refolved, on the third of

December, that you fhall be judged by itfelf: on the

6th of December it was decreed, that you ſhould be

brought to the bar. They are about to read the act

which announces the crimes imputed to you. You may

fit down."

Louis feated himself.

One of the fecretaries read the whole act . The Prefi

dent taking each article of accufation, called fucceffively

upon Louis to anſwer to the different charges which it con

tained. He then faid

" Louis, the French people accufe you of having

committed a multitude of crimes to eſtabliſh your ty

ranny and deftroy their liberty. You attacked, on the

29th of June, 1789, the fovereignty of the people, by

fufpending forcibly the affemblies of their reprefenta

tives, and by repulfing them with violence from the

place of their fitting. The proof is in the proceſs ver

E 2 bal,
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bal, drawn up in the tennis court of Verfailles, by the

members of the Conftituent Affembly. On the 23d of

June you wifhed to dictate laws to the nation ; you fur

rounded her repreſentatives with troops, and you ordered

them to ſeparate. Your declarations, and the procefs ver

bals of the Affembly prove theſe facts. What have you

to answer?

Louis. " There did not exift laws which forbade

me."
29

Prefident. " You marched an army againſt the citizens

of Paris. Your fatellites fhed the blood of many ofthem,

and you did not remove this army until the taking of the

Baftille informed you that the people had been victorious.

The difcourfes held by you on the 9th, 12th, and 14th of

July,fhewed what had been your intentions, and the maf

facre of the Thuilleries depofe against you. What have

you to answer?"
W

Louis. " I was at liberty to order the march of the

troops; but had never the intention to ſhed blood .”

Prefident. " After theſe events, and notwithſtanding

the promiſes which you made on the 15th, in the Conftitu

ent Affembly, and on the 17th, in the Hotel de Ville, at

Paris, you perfifted in your plans againſt national liberty;

you for a long time neglected executing the decrees of

August 11, concerning the abolition of perfonal fervitude.

You for a long time refufed to acknowledge the declaration.

of the rights of Frenchmen; you doubled the number of

your guards ; you permitted, in the Orgies, paffing under

your eyes, that the National cockade fhould be trodden

under foot; the white cockade mounted, and the nation

abufed. It was not till after the defeat of your guards that

you changed your language and renewed your promifes.

The proofs of thefe facts are in your obfervations of

the 18th of September upon the decrees of the 11th of

Auguft, in the procefs verbals of the Conftituent Affem

bly, in the events at Verfailles, on the 5th and 6th of

October, and in the difcourfe which you held the fame

day to a deputation of the Conflituent Affembly when

you
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you faid, that you wifhed to inform yourfelf by its coun

cils, and never to feparate yourſelf from it . What have

you to anſwer ?"

Louis.
I made the obfervations which I thought just

upon the two firſt objects . As to the cockade, that is

falfe, it did not pafs before me."

Prefident. " You took, at the federation on the 14th

of July, an oath, which you did not keep. Soon after you

endeavoured to corrupt the public mind by the affiftance of

Talon, who laboured in Paris, and of Mirabeau, who was

to effect a counter-revolutionary movement in the province.

What have you to anſwer ?"

66Louis. I do not recollect what paffed in that time,

but the whole is prior to the acceptance of the confti

tution."

1

Prefident. " On the 17th of July, after your arreſt at

Varennes. the blood ofthe citizens was fhed at the Champ

de Mars. A letter in your hand, written in 1790, to

La Fayette, proves that there exiſted a criminal coalition

between you and La Fayette, to which Mirabeau had

acceded. Divifion commenced under theſe cruel auf

pices ; all kinds of corruption were employed. You

paid libellers to difcredit the affignats, and fupport the

cauſe of the emigrants. The regifters of Septeuil point

out what enormous fums have been employed . What

have you to anſwer."

Louis. " What paffed on the 17th of July, cannot

in any manner, regard me ; as to the reft, I have no

knowledge of it .”

Prefident. " You appeared to accept the conftitu

tion on the 14th of September ; your difcourfes an

nounced a will to maintain it, and you laboured to

overthrow it before it was finiſhed . A Convention was

formed at Philintz between Leopold of Auſtria and

Frederick William of Brandenbourg, who engaged them

felves to re- eſtabliſh in France the throne of the

ancient monarchy, and you were filent, concerning this

Convention, till it was known to all Europe. What

have you to anſwer."

Louis.
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Louis. " I made it known as foon as it came to my

knowledge. As to the reft, whatever relates to this object

regards, by the conftitution , the minifter. "

Prefident. " Arles raiſed the ſtandard of revolt ; you

favoured it by fending there three civil commiffioners, who

did not endeavour to fupprefs the infurgents, but to juſtify .̀

their crimes. What have you to answer?"

Louis. " The inftructions given to the commiffioners

ought to prove with what they were charged ; I knew of

none till the minifters propofed them to me.'

79

Prefident. " You fent twenty-two battalions againſt the

Marfellois, who marched to reduce the infurgents at Arles,

What have you to answer?"

Louis. " I fhould have fome papers to be able to answer

justly to that."

" Prefident. " Your brothers, enemies of the ftate,

rallied the emigrants under their colours ; they raiſed

regiments, made loans, and contracted alliances in your

name ; you did not difavow them till the moment

when you knew that their project could not be inju

red."

Louis. " I have difavowed all the conduct of my

brothers, following what the conftitution prefcribed to

me, as foon as I knew of it. I do not know any thing of

this note."

Thus the examination continued for fome time, the

Prefident reading feveral charges relative to a diforgani

zation of the army, dilapidation of the navy, the de

fertion of the officers, the disturbances of the colonies,

the difcontents of the priests, the detention of the Swiss

guards, and an alledged delay in giving notice of the march

of the Pruffians. To thefe the king replied fhortly but

diftinctly; fometimes that he knew nothing of what was

imputed to him ; at others ftating that it was the act of

his minifters, and refering to the powers inveſted in him

by the conftitution .

To a question concerningthe review of the Swifs guards,

on the 10th of Auguft, he replied

" Iwent
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I went to fee the troops who were affembled round

me on that day ; the conftitutional authorities were with

me; the department, the mayor, the municipality : I

even intreated a deputation of the National Affembly

to come to me, and I afterwards went to it with my

mily."

fa

When the Prefident faid, " You caufed the blood of

the French to flow ; what have you to anſwer ?" Louis

replied, " No, fir, it was not I."

After two other questions, the Prefidon't faid to the

Affembly, " The queſtions are gone through." And

then to the king, Louis, have you any thing to

add ?"

Louis. " I demand a communication of the accu

fations which I have heard, and of the pieces which are

added to them, and the liberty of chufing a counfel to

defend me."

Valaze, who fat near the bar, delivered to the king

the feveral pieces, reading over the titles of each. To

the greater part of thefe Louis replied, " I do not

know them," or ufed other fhort expreffions to that

purpofe. To one paper , entitled, " Letter of Louis

Capet, dated June 29, 1790, eſtabliſhing his connections

with Mirabeau and La Fayette to operate a revolution

in the conftitution," he faid, " I referve myſelf to

explain its contents. Valaze then read the letter, and

Louis replied, " This is but a project, there is no quef

tion in it of a counter-revolution ; the letter fhould not

have been fent."

Upon one piece Valaze faid, " Do you know this

writing ?"

Louis. " No."

Valaze. " Your note?"

Louis. " No."

When, upon prefenting a piece called Letter of

the ci-devant King to the Bishop of Clermont, with

the anfwer of the latter, dated April 16, 1791 , Louis

faid, " I do not know it."

Prefident.
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Prefident. " Do you not recollect your writing and

your fignature ?"

Louis. " No."

Prefident. " The feal is that of the arms of

France."

Louis. " Great number of perfons had that."

After the delivery of all the pieces, the Prefident ſaid,

" I invite you to retire into the Hall of Conferences.

The Affembly is about to enter upon a deliberation."

Louis faid, " I have demanded a counsellor," and

then retired .

M. Treilhard propofed the following decree ; " Louis

Capet may chufe one or more counfellors." There

were ſeveral murmurs in the Affembly, and feveral

members, amongst whom was Marat, demanded the

adjournment of the queftion, but this was rejected by a

great majority. Much agitation enfued, during which

the Prefident covered himſelf, and filence was at length

obtained. M. Petion then reprefented that counfel

could not be denied without a breach of all the principles

of humanity, and of all the laws of civilized nations ;

and it was decreed almoft unanimoufly, that he fhould

have counfel.

·

The Affembly then rofe.

On the next day four Commiffioners were then ſent

to Louis to enquire what counfel he had chofen. He

replied either Target or Tronchet ; or rather, as he

fhould fuppofe the law would permit, both. Notice of

this was immediately fent to the citizens Target and

Tronchet.

DECEMBER 13.

Target has refuſed to be the counfel of Louis. He

gave his reafon for his refufal, in a letter read in the

Affembly. He is 60 years of age, and left off pleading

in 1785, his health not permitting him to continue.

Cambacares announced that Tronchet, the other per

fon mentioned by Louis for that office, had alfo declined

it.

La
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Lamoignon de Malafherbes, a man 8 years of age,

who was one of the minifters of Louis in the beginning

of his reign, has offered to defend his caufe, and begged

the Prefident a letter to inform the accuſed of it.

" If Louis accepts me for his counfel," faid he, " I am

ready to devote myfelf in his defence."

A citizen of Troyes alfo propofed himself.

The Convention decreed, that the four commiffioners

who had already been to the Temple, fhould return to

communicate to Louis the refufals and offers concerning

his defence.

7

adde

JANUARY 4, 1793.

The Prefident faid, " I announce to the Affembly

that Louis and his defenders are ready to appear at the

bar. I forbid the members and the fpectators to thew

any figns of cenfure or approbation." Louis then ap

peared at the bar, accompanied by Malafherbes, . Tron

chet, Defeze, the Mayor of Paris, and the commandant

ofthe National Guard..

The Prefident faid, " Louis, the Convention has decreed,

that you fhall be definitively heard to-day."

" My counfel will read to you my defence."

M. Defeze then read for fome hours the defence, of

which the following is the fubftance, as exactly as we can'

recollect it. It began thus

" Citizens Reprefentatives of the Nation, the mo

ment is now arrived in which Louis, accuſed in the

name of the French people, and furrounded by the

counſel which humanity and the law have given him

is about to deliver his juftification. Even the filence

with which we are furrounded informs me that the day

of juftice has fucceeded to the days of prefumption and

pre-judgment. The misfortunes of kings have fome

thing much more affecting and more facred than thoſe

of other men and he who once occupied the moft

brilliant throne in the univerfe, ought to excite the

moſt powerful of interefts. You have called him into

the midst of you, and he is come, with calm dignity,

C11
ftrong
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ftrong in his innocence, fupported by the teftimony of his

paft life. He has difcovered to you his thoughts, by dif

cuffing, without preparation, without examination, charges

which he could not forefee, and offering an extemporary de

fence. Louis could only fpeak of his innocence ; I come to

prove it. Would that this circle could increaſe till the whole

multitude ofcitizens, who have received a dreadful impreffion

against him, could be contained in it, that they might form

a different opinion. Louis knows that Europe expects, with

impatience, the judgment which you fhall give ; he knows

that pofterity will, one day, inveftigate it ; but he confiders

only his cotemporaries. Like him, we forget poſterity,

and fee only the prefent moment.."

M. Defezethen faid, that the queſtion might be confider

ed in two points ofview, either with refpect to the fituation

of Louis, before or after his acceptance ofthe conftitution.

The nation he admitted was the fovereign, and was free to

give itfelf what form ofgovernment it pleaſed ; but the na

tion itſelf could not exercife its own fovereignty, and muſt,

therefore, delegate it. In 1789 the nation chofe a monar

chical government, and decreed the inviolability of its chief.

Hethen fhewed that the forfeiture ofthe throne wasthe only

puniſhment to which the king, according to the conftitu

tion, could be fubject, and that it was only for crimes

committed after this deftitution that he could be tried like/

other citizens. Either the crimes of which Louis was ac

cufed were held crimes for the conftitutional act, and, of

courfe, if proved, wereto be punifhed according to that act;

or they were not to be found in it, andwere, therefore, note

to be puniſhed at all.

!} f * v ? { q*

He would, however, admit, for argument's fake, that the

crimes were all proved, and all mentioned in the conftitu

tional act . What then was the puniſhment ? The abdication

of the throne. But it might be faid, that the nation had al- i

ready abolished the throne, fo that there was no further !

puniſhment for Louis in that. But, becauſe circumſtances

did not juſtly permit the further puniſhment of Louis, were

new laws to be made, applicable only to one man, and

formed fince the accufation itself?

If



If, however, Louis was to be deprived of his inviolability.

as a king, he muſt then, of course, have the right of being

judged like a citizen ; and, in that cafe, where were the

prefaratory forms of trial decreed for citizens by the law?

Where were thejurors, thofe hoftages for the life and hor

nour of citizens ? Where was the proportion of fuffrages

which the law had fo wifely established ? Where that filent

ballot which inclofed within the fame urn the opinion and

confcience ofthe judge ? " I fpeak to you," faid M. Defeze,

"with the freedom of a free man : I fearch among you for

judges, and I fee only accufers ; you would give judgment

upon Louis, and you have accufed him ; you would try him,

and you have already expreffed your will."

As to
the charge of having wifhed to diffolve the National

Affembly, was it forgotten that Lou's had convoked it ?

Was it forgotten, that during 150 years, princes, more jea

lous of their authority, had conftantly refuſed that convo

cation ? Was it forgotten that, but for Louis, but for the

s facrifices to which he had confented, the audience

could not then be fitting to deliberate upon the interefts of

the State?
ISACA
He would not then fpeak of the moment in which Talon

was faid to havethe care of producing a counter-revolution,

intrufted in part to him ; but, even upon an ordinary trial,

could it be permitted that papers, taken from a citizen,

without an inventory, and unfealed, by the invaſion of his

houfe, fhould be produced in evidence against him. In fome

of thefe papers mention was made of money which had been

expended; but, even if it was denied that this expence was

for purpoſes of benevolence, could it be forgotten how ea

fily kings were circumvented and deceived. The plan of

a letter to La Fayette and Mirabeau was fpoken of, but

this letter had not been fent ; and as to the letter of thanks.

to Bouille, the Conftituent Affembly itfelfhad voted thanks

to that officer. But the words were ſtill to be uttered which

would immediately overthrow the whole feries of accufa

tion; they were thefe, " Subfequent to all thefe circum

ftances Louis accepted the conftitution." The conftitution

was the pact of the alliance between the people and the king ;

thereC2
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..
there was nolonger any contention ; the paft was forgotten,

What had been done fubfequent to this acceptance was now

to be examined.

The conftitution had not ordered the guarantee of the

king forthe minifters ; but, onthe contrary, had command

ed the refponfibility of the minifters for the king ; and, even

if the conftitution was forgotten, the king and his minifters

could not be both accuſed for the fame acts, Louis had

been accuſed of delaying the execution of the decree relative

to Avignon : the minifter Deleffart had been accufed of the

fame thing. Louis had been accufed of not communicating

intelligence of the treaty of Philintz ; but was not that the

province ofthe minifter, even if it had been a public, inftead

of a fecret, tranfaction ? He had been reproached with the

troubles of Nimes, Jales, and other places ; but was the

king to be anfwerable for all the troubles of a great revolu

tion ? The account given by Narbonne was laid to the

charge of Louis ; but, had not the National Affenibly itſelf

declared that Narbonne carried with him the regret and the

confidence of the nation ? The furrender of Longwi and

Verdun were imputed to him; but were not the inhabitants

of thofe places the guilty perfons ? And who had appointed

the commander at Verdun- who chofe rather to die than

vield ? Was it not Louis ?

M. Defeze purfued his fpeech with much perfpicuity,

contending, and fhewing, that either Louis had no know

ledge of the circumftances, with which he was charged ; or

that they were not criminal; or that he could not be held

refponfible for them; or that, if refponfible, the punishment

could not justly, or even lawfully, be greater than depofi

tion.

With respect to the affair of the 10th of Auguft, he ar

gued, that the king had made no preparations, but for the

defence of his palace ; that the conftitutional magiſtrates

were with him, and that one of thofe read the article of the

law, which authorized the oppofition offorce to force ; that

when he was invited to the affembly he wentthere, and that

the battle did not commence till an hour afterwards. It had

been faid by many deputies in the Convention that they had

2

affifted



effifted in producing the events of that day; if then they

were premeditated how could Louis be accufed of them?

Louis who had never given a fanguinary order, who, at

Varennes, chofe rather to return a captive than to expofe

the life of one man ; who, onthe 20th ofJune, refuſed every

fort of defence, and chofe rather to ftay alone in the midft

of his people. Louis, ofwhom hiftory will be heard to ſay,

that during a reign of twenty years he had borned only an

example of manners, juftice, and economy ; who had abo

lifhed fervitude in his domains ; whowhen the people wifhed

for liberty gave it them.

At the conclusion of the fpeech Louis rofe and faid, “ Ci

tizens, the means of my defence have been juft expofed to

you, I-fhall not refume them ,not refume them , In fpeaking to you, perhaps,

for the last time, I declare that my confcience reproaches

me with nothing. My defenders have faid only the truth.

1

" My heart is torn when I perceive myfelf fufpected of

having wifhed to hed the blood of the people, and efpe

cially ofbeing the author of what paffed on the 10th of Au

gult . I avow that the multiplied proofs of my love for the

people feem to me fufficient to remove from me this charge,

and provethat I have not feared to expofe myſelf, that blood

might be faved." I

He was afked if he had any thing more to fay in his de

fence, to which he replied, " No."

1

It was then nearly three o'clock, and Louis retired . The

Convention, after a long debate, reſolved , that the trial

ſhould be proceeded in, to the fuppreffion of every other

affair, until judgment was given.

The unhappy Louis delivered his few words with an air

of the greateft fincerity and emotion, hedding tears as he

fpoke .

JANUARY 14.

น Lehardi moved, that it be previously decided by a nomi

nal call, if the decree that is to be pronounced on the fate of

Louis fhall be fanctioned by the nation at large.

Another propofed thefe queftions

1. Is it compatible with the intereft of the State that

Louis be deprived of his dignity ?

2. Is



2. Is it proper he fhould fuffer death, or fhould he be

imprifoned for life ?

3. In either cafe, fhall an appeal to the people take place ?

Coulthon and Gauthier moved that the following question

be first put:

1. Is Louis guilty of high treafon and confpiracy againſt

the liberty and fovereignty of the nation ?

Louvet noved, that in order to fhew a proper refpect to

the opinions of different members, it fhould be firft decided,

whether or not the appeal to the fovereign people fhould

take place ?

**2

Cambaceres was of opinion, that the Convention ought to

pronounce ajudgment in ipfo facto ; he expreffed at the fame

time his doubts, if the Convention had fuch a power vefted

in them ; he therefore moved, that to avoid all difficulties,

the Convention fhould make an appeal to the Primary Af

femblies, to confult them, whether or not it is their with

that the Convention fhould judge Louis, and pronounce

fentence upon him,

Quinette was for judging Louis, and refering his fen

tence to the fovereign people in the primary Affemblies.

The Mountain became extremely clamarous, and wifhed

that Louis fhould be immediately fentenced to fuffer death ;

that his fentence fhould be pronounced, and afterwards re

fered to the ratification of the people.

After many debates, the difcuffion, was finally cloſed, and

the following three queftions adopted on the motion of

Barrere.

1. Is Louis guilty or not guilty of high treafon, and at

tempts against the fafety of the State ?

2..
ANJELG

Shall the appeal to the people take place ?

3. What punishment fhall he fuffer ?

JANUARY IS

Bouzot moved, and the Convention decreed, that every

member who fhould vote on the queftions terminating the

judgment of Louis fhould have his nameinfcribed in a book

defined for that purpoſe, and that the different names fhould

be fent tothe eighty-four departments. 1 reeb Here
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Here Manuel, one of the Secretaries, read the queſtion,

on which the members ofthe Convention were to vote, viz.

*
Is Louis guilty or not guilty of high treaſon, and ofat

tempts against the general fafety of the ftate?

The nominal call began. M. Salles read the names, and

each member afcended the tribune.

The following members then voted

Buzot. I vote that Louis be imprifoned with his family,

till all the nation fhall unite to decide his fate.

Lanjuinais, Louis is guilty...

Boudron. I declare Louis is guilty.

Vandelicourt. Legiflators, Ido not chufe to be ajudge

in criminal matters.

Offelin. I know that Louis paid his guards at Coblentz.

I therefore do pronounce him guilty.

M. Egalite. Guilty.

Danton. Guilty.

Noel. I once had a fon. He died in defence of his coun

try. I do not think that a father who bewails a fon flain,

can be the judge of him who is accuſed of being the author

of his wretchedneſs.
nå val $70

·

Maure. Guilty on myhonour and confcience.

Valady. I cannot pronounce, for I am no judge.

Fauchet. As a citizen I am convinced of his guilt; as

a legiflator I declare him guilty; as ajudge I have nothing

to fay.

Dulos. As a judge I do declare Louis guilty; but we

ought to appeal to the people.

Laumont. I cannot believe that the Convention have

all powers invefted in them: uponthe prefent matter I fhall

be filent for ever.

Larivere. I did never vote that the Convention fhould

judge Louis, fo I cannot vote on the bufinefs in queftion.

Doufcet. I vote for the fafe cuftody of Louis till the

termination of the war, and then let the decree of his fate

be fubmitted to the people.
tool abed dock

!! 3-311 329
Meynard was of the fame opinion. 2

Julien. I am invefted with unlimited powers; and in vir

tue of my legiſlative capacity, I do declare Louis is guilty.

JĀNU.
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JANUARY 17.3

The Deputies voted in their turn, according to the order

preſcribed, and their votes were generally accompanied with

a reaſon for their opinions.c ** 90

t

Yfabeau. It is equally repugnant to my character

and principles to any man whatever, except a tyrant,

and a tyrant does not , refemble a man. Befides it ismot

I who pronounce this fentence- it is the law, it is the

penal law. This fhall be the firft and only time of my

life that this awful word fhall come from my lips, for I

would not live if my country had yet a king to con

demn : I vote the punishment of death.

Deftigoyte. I will not compound with tyrants-I

vote for death, and the immediate execution of that

fentence. I "i

एक

Garan de Coulon. I think that we ought not to ex

ercife at once the functions of a jury or accufation, a

jury of judges, and accufers. The people have not de

legated to us the right of pronouncing fentence with

out their ratification ; I think that where men, place,

themſelves above law and the fovereignty of the peo

ple, there tyranny prevails. I refpect a contrary opi

nion, but I cannot fubmit to it. I vote for the impri

fonment of Louis as a neceffary meaſure for the public

fafety.p

#

Chabot: I vote for death, becaufe Louis has been at

tyrant becauſe he is still one, and becauſe he will fill

continue to be fo.
1

01

Louvet. I vote for death, but with this exprefs pro

vifion, that the execution of, that fentence fhall be de

have formed,layed until the Conftitution , which you

fhall receive the fanction of the people..

ร3

Pons de Verdun. Louis has paffed the limits of con

ftitutional inviolability. Between the crimes provided a

for by a conftitution, which he had annihilated, and

thofe of which he is found guilty, I fee the fame diffe

rence as between poifon and affaffination . In exceed

ing the meaſure of his crime, he becomes liable to a

puniſhment in proportion. Shall he be treated with

"

lefs
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lefs feverity than his co-confpirators ? The rights of man

rife up with force. They may reproach me with diſgui

fing my opinion under the cover of policy, or pufilani

mity. Theymay accufe me of weakness, if I permit myſelf

to be frightened with vain phantoms. Louis has been ac

cufed by the whole nation of having confpired againſt its li

berties. We have been convinced of the truth of this charge.

My confcience tells me to open thepenal code; it pronoun

ces against Louis the punishment of death, which many of

his accomplices have already fuffered .

Cambaceres. I think that the National Convention

ought to decree, that Louis fhall incur the pains which the

law dictates against confpirators, but that the execution of

this decree fhall be put off until the ceffation of hoftilities,

when the fate of Louis ought to be ultimately determined,

either bythe Convention or the Legiſlature that ſhall ſucceed

it until then he fhall be kept in cuftody. But in cafe of

an invafion of France by the enemies of the republic, that

the decree fhall be forthwith put in execution .

J. B. Lacofte faid, the tyrant while in life is the centre of

all our enemies, both within and without. Dead, he will be

the terror of confederated kings and their fatellites ; his

fhade will difconcert the projects of traitors, put a period

to our troubles and factions, give peace to the republic,

and finally deſtroy the prejudices which have led mankind

aftray. The tyrant is declared guilty of the greateſt of all .

crimes, of having attempted to fubjugate the nation-the

law pronounces the puniſhment ofdeath againſt ſuch an at

tempt. In obedience to the law I vote for death.

W

Roberfpierre. Although you are not conftituted the

judges of Louis according to the ordinary forms, are you

the lefs his judges ? You cannot feparate characters ofjudges

and legiflators- they are indivifible-you have been fatisfied

of the crimes of the tyrant, it is for you therefore to puniſh.

No confiderations ought to weigh with you on the punish

ment to be inflicted on the greateſt criminal that eyer was.

I vote for the punishment of death .

Danton. Iain not one of the crowd of ftatefmen who

have no other rule of determination but upon political con

D fider
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fiderations ; I am a republican, and as fuch do not heſitate

upon the choice of a puniſhment referved for Louis the Laft.

It becomes you to ftrike tyrants with terror by a dreadful

example. I vote for death.

Manuel. The Romans have been ſpoken of their ex

ample has been quoted-but can we refrain from acknow

ledging this great truth, that the great lawof death belongs

to nature only. IfLouis had been tried before the ordinary

judges they would have been under the neceffity of pro

nouncing fentence of death, but we, the reprefentatives of

the people, who are not bound to obey the penal code, ridi

culously fevere-we whom the nation fent to diffipate error,

and proclaim truths and principles, ought not to heſitate in

pronouncing that the life of a man, although guilty, is not

at the will of fociety. I vote for the imprisonment of the

tyrant in the very place where the victims of his defpotifm

have languifhed during the duration of the war, and his ex

pulfion when a peace fhall be made.

Robert. I vote for death ; and if I have any regret, it

is that my power does not extend to all tyrants, I fhould

then paſs fentence of death upon them all.

M. Rouzet gave his opinion for his being fhut up for a

time, not as a punishment, but as a meafure of prudence.

M. Laplaigne, after having examined whether they could

judge Louis, or if he could be judged, and what puniſh

ment ought to be awarded, gave his opinion for death.

M. Vergniaud. I would appeal to the people, becaufe

political confiderations require it. The Convention has de

cided otherwife. I am filent. It remains to pronounce

puniſhment. He thought him guilty of confpiracy. The

penal code pronounced death againft confpirators. He pro

nounced it againſt Louis, but with the fame reftriction as

Mailhe.

M. Gaudet was of the fame opinion.

Genfonne gave his opinion for death ; and demanded, that

after his execution the Convention fhould confider what is

to be done with his family, and fhall examine into the crimes

committed on the 2d of September.

M. Amar
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M. Amar faid, the life of Louis was only a ſeries of

crimes. His exiſtence ought to be detefted ; his death to

he defired as our happinefs ; the lawdemands his death. I

fwear by Brutus that he muft die.

M. Datligoete. I am both judge and legiflator : as

judge, I fhould be afraid that the blood fpilt at the Thuille

ries, andon the frontiers, would cry for vengeance againſt

me, and my defcendants, if the head of Louis did not fall

under the fword of the law. As legiflator, the fafety of

the people ought to be the fupreme law. The existence of

Louis may be the fignal of a civil war; he must therefore

die, and fuddenly, becauſe a republican makes no compofi

tion with his confcience.

"

M. Cadroy endeavoured to prove, that Louis accord

ing to the penal code, could not be judged, becauſe,

having violated, with refpect to him, the neceffary forms

of law, it was unjuſt to feek for the greateſt rigour of

the fame law. He confidered the fentence to be pro

nounced with regard tothe public fafety ; and voted for im

priſonment.

M. Leroux. My only regret is, that the head of every

tyrant is not united with that of Louis, that in voting

against him, I might be certain of deftroying the hydra of

defpotifm .

M. Lehardy. I am only a legiſlator, not a judge : in

what light can you be confidered as judges ? it cannot be

for your impartiality ; for there are more than fixty of

you, who by your writings have not only condemned

Louis to death, but alſo boafted, that if the ſword of

juftice did not ftrike his guilty head, you would affaffi

nate him. Hiftory teaches us, that the death of a tyrant

does not always deftroy tyranny, but fometimes produces

a greater number of tyrants. I vote thenthat he may live,

and remain among us till the people have excepted the new

conftitution.

R

M. Blaux. One of my fons died in the American war.

I regret it, becauſe he loft his life for a defpot. A fe

cond fon has been maffacred at Frankfort. I do not

lament his death, becauſe he died for his country. I can

D2 not
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not pronounce fentence againſt him who has occafioned the

death of my children : but, as legiflator, I vote for his im

prifonment.

M. Clootz. Louis and Frederick William are tyrants.

I demand of mankind what puniſhment they deſerve : they

anfwer me death, I then vote for it.

Philip Egalite. I have performed my duty, being fully

convinced that thoſe who have made, or fhall make, an at

tempt against the fovereignty of the people, deſerve death,

I vote for death .

Marat. We are to judge the principle author of thoſe

rivers of blood which ran on the 10th of Auguft, and of

thofe evils which defolate France . The death of a tyrant

in 24 hours is for the public weal.

Fabre D'Eglantine unveiled a fingular theory on fove

reignty ; he cited many paffages from Rouffeau, to fhew

that the general will, and confequently the fovereignty,

could not be collected from the Primary Affemblies,

becauſe theſe Affemblies were but the repreſentatives

of the focial body ; that in order to collect the true ſenſe

of the whole people they must be all collected . He

therefore concluded, that as an appeal to the people tended

to fubvert the fyftem of repreſentation, he would vote for

death,

Thomas Paine voted for temporary imprifonment, and

perpetual banishment when a peace fhall be concluded.

A member rofe after him and faid, that the opinion of

Thomas Paine was a fufficient authority for him to fol

low. He voted for impriſonment, and banishment afterthe {

war.

Briffot. Whatever the judgment of the Convention

may be upon this queftion, it will produce innumerable

misfortunes. If impriſonment, it will be an eternal

pretence to the factious ; the Convention will be accufed

of weakneſs, their pufillanimity will be reviled- If death,

it will be the fignal for a univerfal war. There is only

one method in my opinion left to conciliate the minds

of nations. It is to join the fentence of the Convention

with that of the nation-It is to pronounce the fentence

of
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of death, and to fufpend the execution of that fentence

until the ratification of the conftitution .

Pétion was of the opinion of the laft fpeaker, with fome

little difference. He wifhed for a difcuffion of the opinion

of Briffot.

Kerfaint. I think Louis guilty ; but this is not proved.

I have but moral certainty, I therefore am not able to

decide. To the people alone this right belongs. But

as I am under a neceffity of giving my opinion on the

queftion, I vote for impriſonment, and banishment after

the peace.

M. Barrere. I have examined the law of banishment,

and found that a dethroned king was a bad diplomatic

coin. I am of opinion that he who has occafioned the,

fhedding of blood, ought to die.

M. Mafuyer thought that his death would be an ad

vantage, both to external and internal enemies . He

thought that all the partizans of royalty would intereft

themſelves the more for his fon, innocent of his father's

crimes. He obferved, that foreign powers wifhed for his

death, as proved by papers found in the portfeuille of

Monfieur, in which cafe Monfieur was to be confidered by

the King of Pruffia as regent during a minority; while the

court of Vienna wifhed to confer that authority on Marie

Antoinette. He then obferved , that many dethroned kings,

whom he mentioned, had never recovered their thrones.

He voted for impriſonment.

藏

Theſe reflections were continued till five o'clock at

night. The prefident then informed the Convention,

that the defenders of Louis demanded to be admitted to

the bar.

M. Duchaftel now entered, who had been fick and

abfent ; the queftion was, fhall he be heard ; he was at

length admitted. After having declared, that in his

opinion, Louis was not guilty, he voted for his baniſh

ment.

The reftrictions with which many members had given

their opinions was then confidered.

M. Chambon maintained, that every one of his col

leagues
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leagues might demand an arreſt of judgment upon the

execution of the fentence, after it fhall have been pro

nounced.

Great tumult now enfued. A confpiracy was declared

to have been intended ; and the fick member, it was faid,

had confeffed that he came for that purpoſe.

M. Duchaftel was defired to give up the name of the

perfon who had gone to bring him to vote.

M. Manuel, who had given his place to Chabot, wished

to paſs by the fide of the Mountain. He was prevented,

and took the other fide. On this, terrible uproar was

heard from the fide where Phillippe d'Orleans was. Some

demanded that Manuel fhould return to his poft ; others

faid, that M. Duchaftel had only been brought to turn the

balance in favour of Louis, becauſe there was only one

voice wanting for that purpoſe.

M. Gorfas explained the affair of Manuel, and faid that

the majority was evidently againſt Louis.

In fine, at a quarter after eight o'clock, the prefident

read the refult of the appeal nominal, and then, in the name

of the National Convention, he declared, that the puniſh

ment to be inflicted upon Louis was Death, which was carried

by a majority of five only.

Upon this the three counfel of Louis XVI, prefented

themſelves at the bar.

M. de Seze read a declaration, written and figned in

Louis's own hand, conceived in theſe terms :

I owe it to my honour, I owe it to my children, to

my wife-I owe it to myself, not to fubfcribe to the

judgment, which the National Convention has juft paffed

againft me; in confequence, I declare, that I appeal from

it to the nation itſelf, and empower,my council to make

known immediately this appeal to the national Convention,

and to demand that mention be made of it in the minutes

.of the fitting.

d.

(Signed)
Louis.

M. de Seze then prayed the National Convention, in

the name of his colleagues, to confider with what a

fmall majority the punishment of death was pronounced

againſt

f
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We declare, faid M. Tronchet, that it is inconceivable

that the greatest numbers of voters have invoked the penal

code to juftify their judgment, and that they have forgot

the humanity of the law in favour of the accufed. They

have forgot that the law requires two thirds of the voices

for the decifion.

M. Malefherbes demanded of the affembly to grant him

till to morrow, to make fuch reflections as crowded upon

his imagination-After the defenders of Louis had finiſhed

their obſervations, they were invited to the honours of the

fitting.

M. Roberfpierre oppofed the inferting in the proces

verbal, the appeal to the people demanded by Louis.

He demanded that fuch an appeal be declared contrary

to the principles of public juftice, and an invafion of the

authority of the National Convention, and that thoſe

ought to be confidered as confpirators who thought other

wife.

M. Gaudet was alfo against the appeal to the people; but

he demanded an adjournment till after M. Malefherbes had

been heard upon the queſtion to be confidered, whether it

is for the intereft of the French people, that the execution

of the judgment pronounced against Louis ought to be de

layed or accelerated .

The previous queftion rejected the appeal to the people,

and the obfervations to be made by M. Malefherbes ; and it

was decreed, that the National Convention fhould examine,

whether the national intereft required or did not require an

arreft of judgement upon the execution of the fentence

pronounced againft Louis,

Thus, after 36 hours, the fitting was finifhed-a fitting

that the lateſt pofterity will never forget .

JANU
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"

JANUARY 18.

After the dispatch of fome preliminary matters, the

Convention proceeded to the further difcuffion of the Trial

of Louis.

Breard moved, 1ft, That the fecretaries fhould withdraw,

and correct the minutes, that they might be ready by to

morrow's fitting; and 2d. That the Convention ſhould

order an addrefs to be addreffed to the people, upon the

judgment of Louis Capet.

!

Thurot oppoſed the fecond of theſe propofitions, as a

meaſure beneath the dignity of the Convention and the

people of France; as, on the one hand, it would re

prefent the fentence pronounced on Louis, as a daring

action which required an apology; and, on the other

hand, would infer a fuppofiton, that the tyrant had

partizans among the French people. He then moved ,

that the Convention fhould not feparate, until they had

pronounced upon the queftion of the delay demanded in

favour of Louis .

Tallien fupported the opinion of the laft fpeaker, on

the principles of humanity. Louis, faid he, knows that

he is condemned. Would it not then be barbarous in the

extreme, to leave him long in the anguish naturally at

tached to fuch a fituation.

Couton was of the fame opinion . I know, faid he, that

by this example of juftice, we fhall draw upon our heads

the yengeance and the rage of tyrants ; but theſe reflections

have no weight with me. I move therefore, that thejudg

ment may be executed in 24 hours, and an account thereof

inftantly tranfmitted to the 84 departments, by extraordi

nary couriers.

Roberfpierre. Since Louis has been declared guilty

and worthy of death, I cannot fee the propriety of fe

parating without deciding a queftion, which we are all

engaged by one common intereft to determine with

promptitude. We have voted the death of the tyrant

ought we not then to put a period to tyranny by haften

ing judgment.I caunot think there is a man in this

Convention who would refuſe himſelf the glory and cou

rage
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rage of acquiring by this means, the admiration of pofte

rity. Why did you make a decree if you did not mean to

execute it ? the condemnation of Louis pronounced and not

executed will revive the hopes of thoſe who wish to fave

him from the ſcaffold . If honour and juftice will not en

gage you, to order his immediate execution, I demand an

adjournment of the question tillto-morrow; when I fatter

myfelf we fhall not part without coming to an ultimatede

cifion.

The queftion of adjournment being put, the prefident

pronounced an adjournment till the next day and left his

feat.

Roberſpierre again rofe and ſtated that a plot had been

difcovered, for taking away the life of Louis, that he might

avoid the ignominy of dying on a scaffold.

Several Members announced that a report was fpread,

that an attempt had been made to fet fire to the chamber of

Louis, but that meaſures had been taken to prevent its

taking effect.

After fome further converfation the members left the

hall.

JANUARY 19.

M. Barrere took the chair. A letter was read fromthe

commiffioners fent to Moet Blanc : they voted for thedeath

of Louis.

An order ofthe Council General of the Commons of

Paris was read, which forbade any further communication

between Louis and his counfel, and that the commiffioners

at the Temple ſhould never leave him alone.

M. Choudieu called for the order of the day, and it was

determined that the queſtion ſhould be decided before they

feparated.

·

M. Bourdon demanded, that the call of the names fhould

take place, to determine whether there fhould be an arreft

ofjudgment of the execution of fentence pronounced against

Louis, or not. Many perfons prefented themſelves to peak

on the queſtion.

M. Valeze
E
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M. Valeze faid, he wished for no longer delay, than till

the whole family of the Bourbons were expelled from the

territory of the republic. 4.

M. Marat, after declaring that theſe delays were only the

fruits of the plots of a few factious perfons, added, " You

have decreed a Republic ; but it will only be a caftle of pa

pers as long as the head of the tyrant remains on his fhoul

ders," He demanded the previous queftion on the arreſt of

judgment, and that the fentence fhould have its full and

entire execution in 24 hours., dhuɔ mull epi

M. Barbaroux oppofed the arrest of judgment, which, in

his opinion was very dangerous ; he therefore demanded

his immediate execution..

4:3 1

"a

M. Goufroi made a fevere attack, both upon the fecre

taries, whom he accufed of perfidy, and on thoſe who

thought a prompt execution would give room to misfor

tunes, whofeterm might be uncertain. "

T

Briffot confidered the queftion in apolitical point of view,

and after expatiating on the innumerable evils, to which, in

his opinion, France was about to be expofed, demanded a

delay until the conftitution to be formed fhould be excepted

by the people. "Who," he exclaimed, " can have greater

reafon than myſelf to wifh for the fall of tyrants ? Who

ought to entertain a greater dread of their triumph ? truth,

however, obliges me to declare, that thofe do not confine

themſelves to the queftion, who fee here the man and his

crimes only. I, for my part, extend my views to the fafety

of the republic. Let us not, however, calumniate our

reciprocal opinions, but let us confider coolly what we are

now to do. Is it the intereft of France to fufpend the exe

cution of the fentence of Louis the fixteenth I fay yes

and I willnow prove it. 1 ty

" The too precipitate execution of this fentence will in

fallibly

turne

number of our friends, by augmentingthe opinion of all Europe against France. It

the number of our enemies, becauſe we are not affociated,

I do not fay with the wifh, but with the opinion of the

departments.

« L'entreat

1.80
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F

" I entreat you to be juft, to be calm, otherwife all the

nations of Europe will declare against you one common

Tod
war.

" Diforders and troubles in the departments are already

announced to you; they will ceafe to exift, provided you

will affociate with the opinion ofthe departments the decree

you are about to frame."

M. Legendre, on this occafion, knew of no policy ; but

he knew as little, however, of the factions which declared,

that for the fake of juſtice, it was neceffary that the head of

Louis fhould fall at the fcaffold.

"

Thomas Paine, from a perfuafion that the National Con

vention ought not to prolong its fitting's beyond five or fix

months, was of opinion that the execution of the fentence,

which he had wished to be referred to the Primary Affemblies

fhould be delayed. He prayed the Convention to reflect,

that France had only one ally to depend upon, in the war

all the coalefced powers ofEurope were about to wage againſt

her; and this ally was North America. The virtuous ci

tizens of that favoured country regarded Louis as their beſt

friend, becauſe he had procured them liberty. " Do not,

exclaimed lie, afflict their fenfibility; do not expose them

to fuch painful fentiments. Let the voice at leaſt of your

intereſt make itſelf heard. The wood for conftructing your

fhips of war, cannot be found in the North of Europe,

about to declare against you.

" North America alone can fupply you with this wood:

will you deprive yourſelves of fuch a refource? Louis would

not have been a bad man, had he been furrounded by virtu

ous citizens. He owes his prefent misfortunes to the Con

ftituent Affembly, who, without confulting the French

Nation, which should alone have pronounced on fuch an

occurrence, had the temerity and folly to replace on his

head, the crown he hadjuſt abdicated ."

Barrere was againſt a delay, and demanded the nominal

appeal.

A member was defirous, that before the appeal fhould

be had recourse to, it should be decreed, that provided a de

E 2 lay
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Bay ſhould not take place, the fentence ſhould be executed

within 24 hours.

Another member was of opinion, that the male Bourbons

fhould be exiled to Marfeilles.

de

Mailhe demanded that the queſtion fhould be stated in

thefe terms; Shall there, or ſhall there not, be a delay, till the

15th of Februarynext ?

After fome debate, the queftion was determined thus

fimply-Shall there, or fhall there not be a delay?

'The nominal appeal commenced at eight o'clock. At

midnight the prefident announced

That no delay could take place, there being a majority of voices

for the execution of the fentence at the expiration of twenty

four hours.

THE
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THE EXECUTION OF LOUIS XVI.F LOUIS

The following is the report of the Communeof Paris of

this horrid murder:

The proclamation of the Provifional Executive Coun

cil relative to his execution, had hardly been notified to

Louis, before he requeſted permiffion to confer with his

family. The commiffioners teftifying their embarraſment

at this requeft, propofed to him, that his family fhould

be brought inte his apartment ; to which he agreed . Hiś

wife, his children, and his fifter accordingly came to

him ; and they conferred together in the room, in which

he was accustomed to dine. This interview laſted two

hours and an half; their converſation was very earneſt.

After his family had retired , Louis told the commiffion

ers that he had been obliged to ufe ftrong language to his

wife.

*

His family had afked, whether they might not fee

him again in the morning. To this he made no anſwer,

and Madame Elizabeth faw him no more. Louis cried

out in his chamber, " Oh, the murderers ! the murder

ers!" Addreffing herſelf to the fon, Marie Antoinette ſaid,

" Learn by the misfortunes of your father not to avenge

his death."
2

The morning of his execution Louis afked for fciffars to

cut his hair; they were refuſed him.

When they took away his knife he exclaimed, "Do they

think me baſe enough to deſtroy myſelf?"

The Commandant General and the Commiffioners of the

Commune afcended, at half past eight o'clock in the morn

ing, to the apartment of Louis, and fignified to him the

order which they had received to conduct him to the place

of execution.-Louis required three minutes to ſpeak to his

confeffor, which were readily granted.-Immediately after,

Louis prefented a packet to one of the commiffioners, with

an entreaty to convey it to the Council General of the

Commune.

Jaques
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Jaques Roux, the citizen to whom Louis addreffed him

felf, anfwered, that he could not take charge of it, becaufe

his miffion was only to conduct him to execution ; but he

engaged one of his colleagues, who was on duty in the

Temple, to do what Louis defired; with which he was fa

tisfied, 1 .

7 f

Louis then told the Commandant General that he was

ready; and in going out of his apartment, he begged the

Municipal Officers to recommend to the commune, the

perfons who had been in, his fervice, and to beg that they

would give his Valet-de-Chamber, Clery, a fituation

under the Queen- correcting himself, he faid under my

wife." They anfwered Louis, that an account would be

given of what he required to theCommune.

Louis croffed on foot the first court; in the ſecond he

mounted into a carriage, in which were his confeffor,

and two officers of the , Genfdermerie. The execution

er awaited him at the Place de la Révolution . The

whole train moved along the Boulevards to the place of

execution, where Louis arrived at ten minutes after ten

o'clock. He undreffed himfelf, mounted the fcaffold

with firmness and courage, and fhewed an inclination to

harangue the people, but the executioner of criminal

juftice, by the order of General Santerre, and by found

of drum, gave him notice that he was only to receive his

fentence.

+

3

hs. *****

The head of Louis was then ftruck off; and being

exhibited, a thoufand cries were heard of Vive la Nation,

Vive la Republique Francoife...

10

The fpectators rushed towards the fcaffold, to behold

the difmal remains of a dethroned monarch. His hair was

diftributed, and fold to the crowd. Some people dipt their

handkerchiefs in the blood that flowed, and toffing them in

the air, cried, Behold the blood of the Tyrant. dayto

After the execution, his mortal part was carried to

the burying ground of la Madiline. To accelerate the

diffolution of his body, lime was thrown into his grave.

Guards were placed to prevent his being taken awayin the

night.

3

LAST
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LAST WILL AND TESTA
MENT
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In the name of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, &c.

This 25th of December, 1792, I, Louis, fixteenth of the

name, King of France, imprisoned in the Temple for more

than four months, by thofe who were my fubjects, in

volved in a trial, ofwhich the iffue cannot be known, from

the paffions of men, in the prefence of God, declare my

fentiments.

5

I leave my foul to God, my creator, praying him not

to judge it according to my merits, but thofe of Jefus

Chrift.

I acknowledge what is contained in the ſymbol of the fa

craments, and the doctrine of the church ; I refer to the

church for an explanation of its dogmas; and do not pre

tend to judge thoſe who are in error.

I pray God to forgive me, for having put my name to

acts, which may be contrary to the dogmas of the Catholic

church, although I did it on compulfion.

I pray thofe, whom I may have offended by difregard, to

pardon the ill I have done then.

I pardon thoſe who have become my enemies, and I pray

God to pardon them inthe fame manner.

I commend to God, my wife, my children, and my

fifter ; I recommend my children to my wife, and intreat

her to watch over their education ; I pray my fifter to

continue her tenderneſs to my children ; I intreat my

wife to pardon me for what he has fuffered on my ac

coun



count; and I recommend to my children to obey their

mother, and always to have God before their eyes.

I recommend to my fon, if ever he becomes king, to

think only of the happineſs of his fellow citizens, andto

be mindful that he never can be happy, but by ruling ac

cording to the laws.

I recommend to my fön the perfons who have been at

tached to me.

I recommend to my fon, M. M. Chamiley and Hue. I

beg M. M. of the Commune to deliver to Clery (his valet)

my cloaths, my watch, and the trifles that were taken to

theCommune.

I beg M. M. Malefherbes, Tronchet and Defeze, to re

ceive my tender acknowledgement.

I proteft, that I am not guilty of any of the crimes, with

which I am reproached.

This will was fent by the Commune to the Executive

Power

FINI S.
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