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But mine was like the lave flood
That boils in Etna’s breast of flame,

I cannot praisc in pulling strain
‘'Of lady-love and beauty’s chain
If changing cheek and scorching vein,
Lips taught to writhe but not complain.
If bursting heart, and madd'ning brain,
And daring deed and vengeful steel
And aft that I have felt aud feel
Betoken love, that love was mine,
And shown by many a bitter sign®
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REVIEW.
“I¢e Battls of Plassev, a Bensali Poem, by Nobin Chunder Sen.

THE poem now before usis from the pen of one who
needs no mtroductmn to the Bengali-reading public. The
readers of the “Banga Darsan” will recognise in him the
author of those charming little pieces, which have so often
“taken their prison‘!gd souls captive and lapped them in Ely-
sium.” The encrgy of his lines has already ranked him as
the Byron of the [ast.

The subject of the poem under notice is the battle of
Plassey—a subject which recalls to him many old associations
and historic traditions. It was on the plains of Plassey that
the British standard, which now waves over the whole conti-
nent of India, was first unfurled. The Revolution, which
placed England on the throne of India, was heralded on the
battle-ficld of Plasscy. The subject, thercfore, is a festile
theme for a poet, and Babu Nobin Chunder Sen has put
forth his best power 18 dealing with it.

In thé choice of his subject, however, the poet had to
contend with many difficulties. Unlike the authors of the
“Megnadhbadh’ and the “Vitra Sanghara” he has closen a
subject which derives no light from the great classical poems
of our country. The leading characters in the memorable
drama are still fresh in the minds of the pcople, but their
deeds have not, up to this time, been made the theme of
either song og ballad. He had therefore, to depend solely
upon his own imagination for the elaboration of his figures,



| o¢ ]

for filling in the light and shade of his brilhant picture. But
the event being a comparatively recent one, he could not draw
too largely on his imagination. He could not exceed the
bounds of truth and probability. He could not, like Milton,
create giants wielding spears.
~—————To equal which the tallest pine

Hewn on Norwegian hills to be the mast

Of.some tall admiral were but a wand.

Norlike Valmiki make his hero carry the sun under his arm.
Unlike, also the heroes of the Illiad, his characters are not
protected by that veil of classical sanctity into which the gaze
of vulgar curiosity dare not penetrate. He has been obliged
to confine himself to hard facts and stern realilzies, and
admirably, we must admit, he has executed his task in spite of
his difficulties.

We now come to the poem itself. Though commemora-
ting agreat event, 1t can hardly be called an epic poem, for
it has none of the elements that constitute a poem of this
nature. It is half lyr. , half narrative. The descriptive ele-
ment also enters slightly into its composition It is divided
into five cantos. The first canto introduces us to a secret
conclave of conspirators, discussing the best means of depos-
ing that blot on royalty—the Nawab Serajadewlah. Portions
of this canto appear to us to be somewhat laboured. It con-
tains passages, however, which give evidence of a very high
order of imagination. We hatdly know of anything more
beatitiful in the whole range of Bengali poetry (Messrs. Datta’s
and Banerjea'’s writings excepted) than the opéniag lines of this
canto. We regret that our columns will not allow us to quote
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them at length; we will therefore content oursclves by refer-
ring the reader to the original. It would be doing, however,
gustice to the poet if we did not subjoin a translation of the
concluding lines of Rani Bhowani’s speech. We only regret

that our translation does not contain a tithe of the force and

b#auty of®he original.
* ¥ * # »

Noble sentiments these, but rather overdrawn, for a Bengali
lady! Of the merits of second canto we cannot speak too
highly. If our author had not written anything else, this single
canto would have placed him high in the rank of poets. It is
here where he desplays his descriptive powers to the best ad-
vantage. The pencil of the painter could not have given usa
more vivid picture of the British camp than what has been pre
sented to us by the graphic pen of Nobin Chunder, We
translate the few opening lines :—

“The azure heavens, decked with golden clouds, were
smiling above; beneath danced the playful Gunga, whose
waters of liquid ggld were kissed with a melodious murmur
by the gentle evening breeze ; only a Single sun decked the
western sky, while on Gunga's limpid stream danced a
thousand reflected ones.”

But the pdrt which has pleased us most is the interview
of Clive with the guardain goddess of England. ‘I he richness
and originality of imagery, the brilliant flights of fancy, and
the striking vigour of the lines remind us of the wild freedom
of the Byrc?.nic Muse. We will allude to one more of the

numerous gems scattered throughout this canto--we mean
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the war-song of the British soldier while crossing the Ganges.

Although it comes from the pen ofa Bengali, it will not suffer
in comparison with any M production by foreign writers

The third canto discloses to our view the camp of
Serajadowlah. Here the reader cannot but be struck with
the contrast so forcibly drawt between the English camp atd
that of the effeminate Mahomedan. The helplessness of the
Nawab when ‘he was first awakened to a sense of his dange:
by the roar of the British cannon, and his ehgerness to throw
himself on the protection of Meer Jaffer reveal to us in its
truest light the character of the volaptuous tyrant, who wielded
the sceptre only to minister to his own pleasure. We now
come to the jth canto which brings us to the field of Plassey.
The description of the battle, though wanting 1n minuteness
of detail, 1s spirited enough to produce in the mind of the
reader the effect of reality. 1he rtation of Mohan Lall

My, L& I“ ‘.l

to the panic-stricken soldlers # Nawab appears to us
g &
to br?ng spirit ¢ L tand might be aptly
put 1% e H"i""& Lo o0 gheroes Of the sth
l : :5;1.'.- 2 g -:. : "‘ |
canto we have TN NNERIRT artl X It merely records

the sequel of the battle and closes with the assassmatlon
of Serajadowlah

One word more and we have done. We cahnot sufficiently
praise Babu Nobin Chunder Sen for the purity of taste and

delicacy of feelilfg'y BER parvade his poem, Throtughout the

work we have not ti¥gmith a single idea or line that might

M. Q. C Dust® the Hindoo Patrior.
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