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HEADQUARTERS,
Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., August 19th, 1864.
GENERAL ORDERS,

No. 38.

The following General Order from the War Department is re-pub-

lished for the information and guidance of all concerned :

GENERAL ORDERS,) WAR DEPART MENT,
>- ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

No. 106. j Washington, March 16, 1804.

UNIFORM SYSTEM OF AMBULANCES.

The following act of Congress is published for the information and
guidance of all concerned :

Public—No. 22.

AN ACT to establish a uniform system of ambulaucrsintheaimies of the United

St ties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress Assembled, That the medical

director, or chief medical officer, of each army corps shall, under
the control of the medical director of the army to which such ai'iny

corps belongs, have the direction and supervision of all ambulances,

medicine, and other wagons, horses, mules, harness, and other fixtures

appertaining thereto, and of all officers and men who may be detailed

or employed to assist him in the management thereof, in the army
corps in which he may be serving.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. Tlrat the commanding officer

of each army corps shall detail officers and enlisted men for service

in the ambulance corps of such army corps, upon the following basis,

viz: one captain, who shall be commandant of said ambulance
corps ; one first lieutenant tor each division m such army corps : one

second lieutenant tor each brigade in such army corps : one sergeant

for each regiment in such army corps ; three privates for each ambu-
lance, and one private for each wagon; and the officers and non-

commissioned officers of the ambulance corps shall he moui

Provided, That the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates

so detailed tor each army corps shall be examined by a board of

medical officers of such ariuv corps as to their fitness for such duty
;

and that such as are found to hi: not qualified shall be rejected, and

others detailed in their stead.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted., That there shall be allowed and

furnished to each army corps two-horse ambulance-, upon the follow-

ing basis, to wit: three to each regiment of infantry of live hundred

men or more : two to each regiment of infantry of more than two



hundred ami less than five hundred men or more; and one to each
regiment of infantry of less than two hundred men; two in each
regiment of cavalry of five hundred men or more ; and one to each
regiment of cavalry of less than five hundred men : one to each bat-

tery of artillery—to which battery of artillery it shall he permanent-
ly attached ; to the headquarters of each army corps two such am-
bulances : and to each division train of ambulances two army wag-
ons; and ambulances shall be allowed and furnished to division

brigades, and commands not attache 1 to any army corps upon the

same basis, and each ambulance shall be provided with such number
of stretchers and other appliances as shall be prescribed by the

Surgeon General: Provide I. That the ambulances and wagons
herein mentioned shall be furnished, so far as practicable, from the

ambulances and wagons now in the service.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That horse an 1 mule litters

may be adopted or authorized by the Secretary of War, in lieu of

ambulances, when judged necessary, under such rules and regula-
tions as may be prescribed by the medical director of each army
corps.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That the captain shall he the

commander of all the ambulance-, medicine, and other wagons in

ps, under the imme liate direction of the medical director, or

chief medical otficer, of the army corps to which the ambulance corps

belongs. He shall pay special attention to the condition of the am-
bulances, wagons, horses, mules, harness, and other fixture- apper-
taining thereto an 1 see that they are at all times in readiness for

service; that the o licers and men of the ambulance corps are
properly instructed in their duties,' and that their duties are perform-
ed, and that the regulations which may be prescribe 1 by the Secre-
tary of War, or the Surgeon General, for the government of the
ambulance corps are strictly observed by those under his command.
It sl»all be his duty to institute a drill in his corps, instructing his

men in the most easy and expe litmus manner of moving the sicA and
wounded, and to require in all cases that the sick and wounded shall

be treated with gentleness and care, and that the ambulances and
wagons are at all times provide 1 with attendants, drivers, horses,
mules, and whatever may be necessary tor t heir efficiency ; and it

shall lie his duty also to see -that the ambulances arc not use I for anj
other purpose than that tor which they are designed and oi

It .-hall be the duty of the medic. vl director, or chief medical officer,

of the army corps, previous to a march, and previous to and in lime
of action, or whenever it may be neceesary to use the ambulances,
to issue the proper orders to the captain for the distribution and
management of the same, for collecting the sick and wounded and
conveying them to their destination. And it shall be the duty oi'

the captain faithfully and diligently to execute such orders. And the
officers of the ambulance corps, including tin: medical director,
shall make such reports, from time to time, as may be required by
the Secretary of War, the Surgeon General, the medical director of
the army, or the commanding officer of the army corps in which
thc\ may be serving ; and all reports to higher authority than the
commanding officer of the army corps shall be transmitted through
the medical director of the army to which such army corps belongs.

Sec. n. And be it further enacted, That the first lieutenant as-

signed to the ambulance corps for a division shall have complete



control, under the captain of his corps and the meiical director of
the army corps, of all the ambulances, me licine, and other wagons,
horses, mules and men in that portion of the ambulance corps. He
shall be the acting assistant quartermaster for that portion of the
ambulance corps, and will receipt for and be responsible for all the
property belonging to it. and be held responsible for any deficiency
in anything appertaining thereto. He shall have a traveling cavalry
forge, a blacksmith, and a saddler, who shall be tin ler his orders, to
enable him to keep his train in order. He shall have; authority to
draw supplies from thedepot quartermaster, upon re [uisitions approved
by the captain of bis'corps, the me lical director, and the commander
ofthearmy corps to which he is attached. It shall be his duty to
exercise a constant supervision over his train in every particular,
a id keep it at all time- ready lor sen ice.

Skc 7. And be it further enacted, That the second lieutenant
shall have command 01 the portion of the ambulance corps for a

briga !e, and shall he under the imme liate orders of the first lieuten-
ant, and he shall exercise a careful supervision over the sergeants
and privates assigned to the portion oi the ambulance corps tor hi~

brigade; audit shall he the duty of the sergeants to conduct the
drills and inspections of the ambulances, under his orders, of their

I ive regiments.
Skc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the ambulances in the

armies, of the United States shall he used only lor the transportation
of the sick and wounded, and. in urgent cased only, lor me lical sup-
plies, and ail persons shall be prohibited from using them, or requir-
ing them to be use 1. tor any Other purpose. It snail he the duty of

e ambulance corps to report to the commander of the
army corps anj violation of the provisions of this section, or any
attempt to violate the same. And any officer who shall use an
ambulance, or require it to be used, tor any other purpose than as

provi lei in this section, shall, tor the first otfense, be publicly
reprimande 1 by the commander of the army corps in which he may
by serving, and lor the second offense shall be dismissed from the
service.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That no person except the
proper medical officers, or the officers, non-commissioned otrieers,

and private- oi the ambulance corps, or such persons as maybe
s] cci-til* assigne I, by competent military authority, to duty with
the ambulance corps for the occasion, shall be permitted to take or
accompany sick or wounded men to tin: rear, either on the march or

upon the field of battle.

Skc. LO. And he it further enacted, Th it the officers non-com-
missione 1 officers, and

|
rivates of the ambulance corps shall be des-

ignate I b\ such uniform or in such manner, as the Secretary of War
shall deem proper : Provided. That officers and men may be relieved

from service in said corps and others detailed to the same, subject to

the examination provided in the second section of this act, in the

discretion of the commanders of the armies in which they may be
serving.

Skc. II. And be it further enacted, That it shall betheduty of

the commander of the army corps to transmit to the Adjutant Gene-
ral the name- and rank of all officers and enlisted men detailed for

service in the ambulance corps of such army corps, stating the or-

ganizations from whii h the\ may have been so detailed ; and if such



officers and men belong to volunteer organizations, the Adjutant
General shall thereupon notify the governors of the several States in

which such organizations were raised of their detail for such service;
and it shall be. the duty of the commander of the army corps to report
to the Adjutant General from time to time the conduct and behavior
of the officers and enlisted men of the ambulance corps, and the
Adjutant General shall forward copies of such reports, so far as they
relate to officers and enlisted men of volunteer organizations, to the
governors of the States in which such organizations were raised.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall
lie construed to diminish or impair the rightful authority of the
commanders of armies, army corps, or separate detachments, over
the medical and other officers and the non-commissioned officers and
privates of their respective commands.
Approved March 11, 18G4.

By order of the Secretary of War :

[Signed,] E. I). TOWJSTSEND,

Assistant Adjutant General.

By Order of Major General E. B. S. Canisy :

C. T. CHBISTENSEN,
Major and Assistant Adjutant General.

Official :

Acting Assistant Adjutant General.


