Def. Doc. No. 1079

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

i THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.

B -~VS=-
* ARAKI Sadao, et al.

- Uefendants =

AFFIDAVIT

KAMEYAMA KAZUJI
Having first duly sworn on oath as on thz attached shect,
in accordance with the procedure prevailing in my ecountry, I

1

nereby depose as follows:

l. I entered the Japanese Foreipgn lUinistry in February 1922,
and served as Chief of the Cagble Section of the iinlstry from
september 19h0 to October 19%2. I shall state herein matters
which came to my knowledge In the course of my official busincss
in that position.

- - 2¢ On 7 Deccember 19111 a telegram was sent by Foreign Minist -
Togo to Ambassador Nomura in Washington to the effect that the AF
and UF news=-agencies werce reporting that the State Department had
made public that the Pres ident had sent a personal telezram to
the Zmperor, and that the matter should be inveetisated and
report made (Def. Doc. No. 1j01-F=3 ), Simultaneously tha !
sador had sent a telegram dated 6 December to thz .i'f th
President was reported to have sent a telegram to 1o
(Def. Doc. 1}01=Z=3). I, as Chief of the Cable S.eiio
Foreign Ministry, was aware of these two telegrans,
see the contents of the reported telegram of the Frosi |
time., I recall that only on & Deccember, as I remember it, was
informed by the American Burzau of the foreign Ministry that 2
personal tzlegram of the President had been transmitted from th
American Ambassador to our hs

5« The Cable Section of the iforecipn Mini
coples of coded teclegrams to and from Y _
representatives in Japan for the »urpose of re
technlque. As a matter of fact, the Cable Sec
to the competent section of the Communications
such copies, and their rcceipt by the Foreign Ui
one or two days after receipt by the Communicatio:
was the custom at the time that the code-=research
Cable Section did not work Saturday afternoons 2and
T December 19111 was 1 Sunday, there was nobody woriiting :
afternoon of the 6th and all day the Tth. It was not possible,
consequently, for the rforeign lkiinistry to have decoded the telegra
of the rresident on 7 December.

Prosumably the cods-research group of the Foreign Ministry
in the usual course received the Prcecsident's telegram in code
from the competent section of the Communications iinistry on 8 or
9 December. (Foreign telepsrams in code wers not received by me,
but went directly to members of the code-rescarch group and were
dealt with by them.) The personnzl of the group at that time was
very small, and only about fivc were engaged in rescarch on the
Anglo-American codes. The situation was therefore that, of the
coded telegrams received daily, only a small proportion of the de=-
codable ones was actually decoded. In addition, the roreign
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Ministry received some decoded telegrams, mainly from the -.1uy
high command. There is nothing to show that the President's
gram was decoded by the Foreign Ministry, nor anythine to shov
that it received a decoded copy thereof from the .irmy hil h eo
For, all such telegrams which were elther decoded by the code
rescarch group or obtained by the group: in.decodcd toxt -
mitted to mc as Chief of Cable Section,wandy,d . gave no s

of having seen the decoded telegram of the Presidont's

he It is truz, as has been stated, that the colc-rascarch
group of the rforeign Ministry received in those days I'»oi1 the
compctent section of the Communications Ministry tcle rams zon
and rccelved by diplomatic and consular representativaes in J
out 1t had nothing to do with the delivery and dispatc
telegrams by the Communications Ministry. The codae-ross
of' the Foreign Ministry merely obtained coples of t! '
from the competent section of the Communications L
they had been delivered or dispatched as the cacc mi. nit
Jorelgn Ministry never interven:d in tho delivery or dispatech of
those forelign telegrams. The Foreign liinistry thus had nothing
to do with any delay in the delivery to the aAmerican Embassy of
the tslegram of the Presidont.

2¢ I recall that I rzceived the original copy of the memo-
randum of the Japancese Government to the Ynited Statos prior to
the start of the war in the afternoon of 6 Descamber 191 from the
section in charge of the matter (the first sectlion of ths American
Bureau), and had it coded immediately in fourteen »arts. The
results of an investigation made at the LTokyo Central 7
Office and reported to me Oy my subordinatas 1t my
December 1941 showed that the first thipteen nar!
from the cable room of the Foreirn II nistry

. e

graph Office between 8:50 P.M. on t bth and 12:05°
(th, and that the latter cablzed tham t: ) Cnitod S
10:10 FP.M. on the 6th and 1:50 A,ii.

The dispatch of the fourtzanth part was withheld, at the re-
quest of the section in charese of tho matter, until notice should
be given by them. That section requested at about L P.M. of tho
(th that it be cabled, and steps were immediately taken to that
end. Of this part the same text was sant through the MKY and the
RCA, two American cablc companies,at an hour's interval in order
to assurc speedy and accuratz re eipt in Washington. The report
of the same investigation disclosed that the f'ourteanth part was
cabled from the Caentral lelegraph Office at > F.i. on the T7th
through MKY and at & P.I. on the 7th through RCA.

6. Prior to the dispatch of our memorandum, an instruction
had been sent from the Foreign Mristy at 8:30 P.M. on 6 Decamber
to the effect that as soon as our memorandun to the Unitzd States
had been received preparation of the document and all tha nceceessar
Aarrangements were to be made so that the nmemorandum might be hande
to the United States at anv time upon the raccipt of the instructia
to deliver it (Exhibit 1216 ). This telegram was sent,. according to
tho abdvowesaid invostigation, ' from tho Ccentral Telegiavh Office to

-

the United States at 9:10 P.li. on the 6th.

(e The instruction to hand the memorandum t» the United Statoe
at 1 P.M., 7 December, 7ashincton time (Lxhibit 1215 y Was cabled
through two channels, XY and 1CA, to make surc of speedy and ac-
curate dellvery, and investigation showed that 1t was sent fronm
the Central Telegraph Office to the United States at 6:30 P.I.,

. - 7 - A
( December, through the UKY, and at 6:28 P.M. through the RCA.
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3« One technical error was discovered by an examination
conductad immediatcly after the coding, in one of the first t! ire
teen parts of the coded telegram (I recall that 1t was som.t' ln=
like ths dropping of one line), and a telegram of corrcehl w 1/ue
immedlately sent (it was, of courso a very simple one). ibh.
exact time of dispatch of this te 1evram of corraction canvot LO
learned, the re cord kept in the Cable Section having be:in dsse
troyed o" firo but it cannot have been later than the carly
hours of the 7th, because several telegraph clerks werc sn duty
throughout the night of the 6th to the 7th.

There was one more telegram of correction, replaclng onec
word in the original text of the memorandum The orl iﬁ l f}"t of
the telegram shows that it was cabled from tho f)v f? ‘
to the Central Telegraph Cffice at 7:20 P.M., 7 Decsmbo
Doc. No, 2050=A ). In the light of the then nre vzzl
this telegram should have been sent from the Caentral 1
WIfice to the United States not more than an hour after
patch from the Foreign Ministry to the Central +t2logranh

C(a) For convenience of refercnce, the comnarative Tokyo
and JWashington times for the hours mentioned above are as follows
(the time-differonce being 1!i hours):

Washington Timo
our  Dato our

Instruction to Yachington to

prepare memorandum immediately

upon recelpt, sent to Central
Tclegraph 06ffice

Instruction to Vashington to
prepare memorandum immediately
upon receipt, sent from Central
Telegraph Office

15 parts of memorandum sent {rom
Cable Scetion to Contral Tcelew
gI‘aph Of f'ice

13 parts of memorandum scnt from 6th
Central Telegraph Offiece Tth

First Scction, Amc PlCin Surcau,
ordered 1lith part sent 7th

1,th part sent to Central
Telegraph Office {th

1ith part sent from Central
Telegraph Office Via MKY (th

Instruction to deliver memorandum
at 1 P.ll., 7 Deccomber (ﬁashington
time) sent to Central Tel. O0ffic 7th

Instruction to deliver memorandun

at 1 P.M.,7 December (Wﬁshington

time) sent from Centr Tel.0ffico
Via RCA (th
Via MKY Tth

Cabls correcting one word in
memorandum sent to Central Telcw
graph Office (th
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J+ Knowing that, the communications conditions between Japan
and the Unitcd States at that time being gencrally vary good, 1t
did not take morz than 50 minutes to an hour for communic :*° ..

I ordered these varlous messages sent on the supposition 1} |
times of their arrival in Washington would be (Washington ti:9):

(a) the telegram instructing reparation of the daeumiint and
other necessary matters, at about A.M., 6 Decomber;

(b) the first thirtecn parts of the memorandum, approximately
between 9 A,M. and 1 P.M., of the 6th;:

(¢) the fourteenth part of the memorandum, betwacn ! and §
A.M, of the 7th;

(c) the telegram of instructions of ths time of dolivoerl:
memorandum, at about 5:30 A.M. of the (th.

All the telegrams concerning the Japanssc-Amoscican negotiatl
woere handled as "Government" and in view of the tenseness of the
sltuation at that time, the American telegraph companies presumabls
handled the telegrams concerning the negotiations gpeedily, Sup-
posing it to have taken as long as two hours for delivery to the
Japanesc Embassy in Washington after recelpt in the United otates,
1t may be assumed that the telegram in (a) of the preccding parqe
graph was deliverzd to the “mbassy at about 10 AM,, & December,
that in (b) botween 11 A.M. and 5 P«M. on the 6th, that in (c)
between 6 and 7 A.M., on the (th, and that in (d) at about (230 4,0},
on the 7the As to the two telegrams of correction, the one cor-
recting the technical error should have been delivorad to the
Embassy at latest prior to the delivery of the fourtecnth part of
the memorandum; and the other, correcting onc word in the text of
the memorandum, should have been delivered by 9:40 A M, of [
December at thc latest,

10. Those telegrams sent rom the Foreipn Ministry to the
Japancse Embassy in Washington subscquently to the dispatch of tho
thirteen parts of the memorandum which were received by the Embassy
toward the late hours of 6 Doecemb2r and in the mornling of the 7th
Are as follows, according to LY momory and as disclosed by the
telegrams themselves: (a) corrzetion of technical error; (b)
Instruction to keep strict seerecy (Exhibit 1217); (¢) the foure
teenth part of the memorandum (Def. Doec. No. BCEﬁS; (a) Inouiry
about the President's tclegram to the Lmparor (Def. Doc. No, 10" -
F-=3); (c) instruction indicating the time of delivering tho
memorandum (Exhibit 1218); (f) iInstructisn to destroy the codir
machine; (g) the liinister's greeting to Ambassadors Nomura zhels
Kurusu: (h greeting of the Direcctor o' the Am:erican Burcau %5
Counscelor Iguchi and other membors of the mbagsy: (1) instructios:
indicating thz number of the final telegram; and (..) correction 0.
oné word 1iIn the text of the memorandum 2fs Doe. No. 2050-4). If
my memory serves me corrsctly, the telegram corrccting one word in
the text of the memorandum was the last.,

All those tclegrams 3Xeept the fourtcenth part of the memo =
randum werc simple onecs composed of not morc than a fow lines,
The decoding, by one coding machine, of the fourtcenth part would
have taken twenty or thirty minutes but cach of the rost of them
would have been decoded in ten or fifteen minutos cach., A1l thoso
telegrams therofore could have veen decoded in about two hours.

The Embassy had bcen instructed Lo the e¢ffect that thore
should always be some elerks on duty in the cable section. Morc=
over, an lnstruction had bocn sont to tha cffeect that the document
and all the flicceasary preparations ware to be made ready beforehand

-] =
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(Exhibit11216)- In these circumstances the Forelgn Ministry & 1t
these telesrams to the Japanese Imbassy in Washington with tho
conviction that even if a considerable amount of time should M :
necossary for typing the memorandum, there would b»e a sufliciont
amount of time so that our memorandum be handed to the “ritad
Statecs without fail at 1 PeM., T December, Washin-ton tlic,

). P & o~ - 0 &
IJI;J_.-_" d ' \J ﬂ. }’.J-ll"uS
- -

ll. Allowing for the decoding of the first

of' the memorandum to the United States to take = nowrs and 2
half at the longest, I 2ssumed that the decoding would have been
completed by 9:30 P M., 6 December, Washington time, even if the
decoding was started after the last of the thirteen had arrivad.
As a matter of fact, each part should have been decodad “a saon
48 1t had arrivad, so that the writing of the clcan copv »# 4.
2morandum could have been started bafore 9:30 P, M. (the nstruce
tions for the preparation of theo memorandum having bhean sant Hoi'n
the memorandum itself was cabled). Moreover, thoa telagram malin:
the technical cerrection concerning one of the thirtoccn parts was
sent by the early morning of { December, and thcrs was no doubt
that 1t was sent before the fourtecenth part of the memorandum

(the arrival of the fourteenth part at the Zmbassy is assumzd to
have bcen between 6 and T A.M., 7 December). Consequently the
Embassy must have received the telegram on the technical correc-
tion by 7 A.M., 7 December, Washington time, by the latest, and
could have decoded it without delay. The last telegram, correctin:
oneé word in the text of the memorandum, should have been recciv:d
and decoded not lator than 10 AeM., 7 December, vwashlington tine,
Therefore, sven if th:z officers and clerks of the -mb2assy concerned
had taken a normal rest from 6 to { o'clock, the full text of the
entire memorandum in fourtezn parts could have beoen writicn in
clean copy by 11 AJi., 7 December, Washington time, by the latest.

-
"
wibn & W

12. It having become known in the Forclen Inlstry through
radio braodcast from America that the delivery o1 th: momorandum
to the United States on 7T December had been delayed in Washington,
Forelpgn Minister T3g5 instructed mo upon the return of the Zmbase:
staff from the United States to conduct an investigation of the
matter. In the course of ths inveatigation which I accordingly
carried out, it was renorted to mo by one of the telegraph clerks
of' the Lmbassy in Washington vwho returnad on the exchangec bvoat
in August 1912 that tho instruction for preparation of the memo-
randum so that it could be handed to the United States any tilinme
had been receivad by the Lmbassy in the fornoon of 5 December,
““ashington time; that the memorandum had started to arrive at
the Lmbassy from about noon of the same day, and the thirteen parts
had bocen decoded oy about 11 P.M. of the same day; that the four-
teenth part of the memorandum had arrived at the Lmbassy by about

of the 7th; - _ of the Zmbassy

I'Iinished decoding the fourteenth part about 12:20 F.M. Kondo, and
the other telegraph clerks of the Embassy at that time who returnacd
home in lgrch 19hg on the boat repatriating the Japanzse diplomats
from Europe, reportecd in general to the same cffeect,

15. The Foreign Minlistry was often askad by other government
agencles to obtain informatisn concerning cconomic, financial,
military and other mattecrs abroad, and instructed ite sstablish-
ments abroad to obtain and report such data. Since the gathering
of such information and thaip eommunlication to the government
agencies which had asked for them had no direct rclationship to
the decision 2and execution of diplomatic policies, fnstructions of
such nature, when eabled, werc generally drafted by officers™*in
the scectlion in charge of the mattop and, with tho approvall of the.
bureau dircctor and tho sectlion chief, or somotimcs of the scction
chief only, were forwarded to the Cable Section for dispatchs In
practice, therefore, the Minister and the Vice<Minister had nothir -

«5e
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to do with such telegrams, and they were gencrally dealt wity -t
the Fésponsiblility of the burcau diroctor, or moro oftcn that of
the chief of socction, in charge of the matter. Vhoen a talzpram
o' information in responsc to such instructions was roealved,

the Cablo Seetion forwardad 1t to the bureau dirzctor and tho
Scction chief conecerned, and the section in charge sant 1t to the
government agency which had asked for it. Parallcl with such proe
ccdure, the Cable Section sometimes sent coples of such tslegram:
directly to the government agencies which had madse tho recusst,
but that practice was 2 supplementary measure to meot thoir
CXccutlve regquircments.

All telegrams sent from the Foreign Ministry to its 28iaDYiste
ménts abroad were sent in the name of the Foraelen inlstop, and
all the telegrams from its overscas establishments to th: Forclmm
Ministry were addressecd to the foreign Minister. Of theee toloe
grams, however, the Foreign Minister éxamined only those telcoranme
which were desmed important, ahd there were many which were not
brought to his attention. While I was Chief of the Cable Szction,
for instance, some two hundred telegrams were recoeived and some
one hundred dispatched dally, only about onec tecnth of which werc
submitted to the Forsign Minister for cxamination.

I reecall that, while I was Chicf of the Cable Scetion, instrues
tions were scnt for gathering information concerning the movernent
of warships and merchant vessels in Ilawaii, llanila, Java and othop
places, and that telegrams in reply thercto were roccliveds Those
communications wer: all dealt with iIn accordance wilth the proccdurag
above described, and T have no rececollection that any of them,
¢lther sent from or rcecelved by theo Foresipgn winistry, was submitted
for review to the Foreign Minister or the Vicce-Minister,

OATH

__“'_

In accordance with my eonscisnce I swear to tell the wihiole
truth, withholding nothing and addinge nothing.

Kimeyama Kazuji (scal)

On this 13th day of August 1947
At Tokye
DEPONENT  Kameyama Kazujli (scal)
I, Nishi Haruhiko, hercby certlify that the above statemant

was sworn to by tho deponent, who affixod his signaturc and szal
thercto in the prescnce of this witness.

On the same dato
At Tokyo

“itness: Nishi Haruhiko (seal)

I'ranslation Certificato L
M

>
1, Nishi Haruhiko, of the Dofense, hereby certify that.ds am
conversant with the Lnglish and Japanesa languages, and that the
foregoing 1s, to the best of my Xknowledge and bellef, a correct
translation of the original document.,.

Nishi Haruhiko
Tokyo

15 August 19,7 "




