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Bersors Interrogated and Background: + .
- seneral UMaZU Yoshijiro, Chief of Army Staff - Sracuated .
,_ﬂﬂll*arv Academy 1904, aArmy . Staff college 1911, ~rarticipated
- Russo-Japanese War., Served as chief, military affairs scction,
- was ministry (1928), Director, general affairs oureau, army
zeneral staff (1931-32); Vice ministar of war (19U6~15) An-
bassador to Manchukuo (10.:39-44); avpointed chiof of Arny. ZeNw
- .. staff and ex-officio mrmwer of supreme Military Council 19 July
1944, Commanded trqops in north China 1934-35, -1935;
Managhuria 1939; Cine, Kwantunz Army 1939-41%. |

Wherﬁ‘lntqrmogatedz Ministry of War,
Intec rrogator. Col Rdmsay D BOLT8, & G
Int “rpreter: dr, IWA.OTO, a Japanes-> “ationél
«4llied.Officer .Prp=sentt Cs ntaln Dow PARYES, fgl
CQidINT

It is the ooinion of the inﬁﬂrfo:ator and of the .i1li=d officer
;accommanying him that Gen~ral JMIZU durinz this interview made state-
-ents dasigned tao whitewash' the Japaness Army .end to- notect 1t from,

cr1t101sm It is nuggﬂst d -that his st.a t*mﬂnt be examinad :critically

| and that they be treated with. reserve unl*sq confirmed by reliable
.gounces.

SU.naaRY

iy JaoanDQb oweratlons in . Chlna. nt the b“”lﬂﬂlﬁ” of the Hostilities

1n Ch 1ina. 1t wdﬂ tne OOJPCthP of the Je oaquﬁ Jov*rnment to.localize the
oaeran ons And to negotiate a UbacﬁfUL sattl&'*nt with the uthﬁqu.; In
the Japanese Arny and .amnonz Janﬂnes” civilians thera weore two Jroups,
one supﬂartinﬁ this view and the othar ooposing i%; tros~ oopos~d the
idea .insisted that :1t was tine to strike a crippling, punjtive blow a-
dlﬂst th: Chinase, .In the gen- ql sxcitemsat one thlﬂ* led to another
‘and the situation finally d-veloped into.s full-scals war. From the
. .pe glqnlnr of - the hostilitiﬂs antil the *n .0of the war Japancse forces
in China we“o cantiolled by .ord-rs fron Imperlal GAQ in Tokye.

v

2. Japan se Actiﬁities in danchuria: The Nomonhan incident was
caused by a local ulsuﬁdPrStandlng with rogard to the location of the
border linc. !'.A small Soviet force mntercd what the Japanese regardpd
JAS Japanese;territory;and Japanege froops. therefore reonylsed the Sovict
troops, The Sovi~ts'then brough up reinforcemants; 4n .consmquence of

: . tals, the Japanesa troons in tne_ﬂrﬁa also were strengatened. These
succassive incre-ses contlnu d-until the situation assw:ed s-rious pro-
nortions. Due to the fact that bot: the Soviet Gov't and the Japanese

ovr'lz wishrd the fighting stonped, a pcaceful ‘sattlement was negotiated
in Moscow,
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The Soviet willingness to-négotiatﬁ the settlement was due to the
tension in Europe; the Japanes~ desire to end the battle was due 1o the
government's wish to .avoid:a. full-scale war with Russia. Aftcor the Nomohan
incident the Soviets increased their forces in phe;area,bordering,Manchuria,
and the Japanese made parallel increase antil a peak Japanese strength of
700.000-800,000 troops was , reached 1in 1942, - However, at no time did ¥he
Japanese make plans to attack the soviets. The Japanese Gov't repeatedly
ordered Japanese troops in Manchuyria to k=p peace. The Kwantung Army
was not independent but acted under .orders from Tokyo. When the War
situation in the Pacific became -critical, the oream-pf;Kwantung's army
troops and weapons were withdrawn from Manchuria and di spatched to arcas
threatened by U.S. invasion. It was due 10 these withdrawals tlkt the
Japanege were unable o recist successfully the Soviet sweep through Man—

ehuria, -

3, Japanese Operations in the Pacific: The loss of  the Marianas was
serious to Japan because it exposed the home iglands to direct air and
sea attack. The loss of the phillipines was crippling %o Javan Dbecause
it served her sea route to the occunied areas in the south, :In the
Phillipines the Japanese intend=d to hold their own, but not to iight
o final decisive battle. Th~ Japanese failure to hold the.Fhillipines

was due to insufficient land, sea, and ailr strength in the area,

4, Japan-cse Army-Navy Telationship: The Japanese army cnd Javy.
realizing that an all-out was againsy the unitid Stat~s and Gr-at Britain
ne@essitated full coop ration of both services, made joint onerational
plans for both attack and dafense .during the course of the war. The
military influcnce of both services was equal.

-+ 5, Japanes> Army Plans for Ending the War: Ths Japanese ‘Army High
Command was- in favor of ending the.war , but 1t kept haking all-out
-preparations up to the-very end because it felt that- such preparations
would stengthen the hand of the Japanese when negotiations w>re ovwened.
It was hose that some local military success would be achicved and that
subs>quent to it a proposal to end furth-r fighting could be made,
However, no opening of this sort occured, Finally the Emporer decided
't0 stop hostilities, 'Had he'not made thisg decision and had the.war con-
tinusd; the. arty would have exparded 1ts awnderground aircraft factories,
. inecreased itvsraerial. d=fense,- snd continued preparing for invasion and
wvosld have: fought until:the the endurance of tho people was exhausted.

Q. What were the,objectives.of the Army in China in the e-rly stage of
. the war with China after the:first incident. theve? .. - F o 47
A, At the outscet of hostilities the Japanesegﬁov't:intendﬂd‘not to in-
. crecase the magnitude of the oneration, but to-limit it to local war-
fare; as a result the Japanese aArmy tried to enter into negotiations
with the Chinese local authorities so as to liuit onerations as much as
possible,- ‘ - . . . .
Q. Why were the Javanese unaole to Limlt the oncrations? |
A, At the}time.rth@-Gpmmander~inﬁchief-of the-Kyaatungtﬂrmy.,Lt. Y et
TASHU, tried -seriously to localize the hostilities. The military opera-
- tions were under the charge. ol his Chief of Staff and the Staff Officers,
There were two. factions :in the Arny, one 1.ild and the other. radical.
The.radical group nrownosed that- a blow: be dealth with the idea of
punishing Chinese troowvs, who had been--insolent toward Japanese: troops
and Japancse nationals for a considerable langth of tim=, The mild
faction were willine to dopt a course of action which would lead to
mitization of the hostilities,  Lt. uen, TASHU belonged to ‘the radical
group; he was in favor of serious punishment., <~ater on a commander-
in-chief was sant to renlace him,
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1Interrogatioﬁ"No; 488 (Contd) RISTRICTED

Q. Who was ‘the Now Cdmmand“r-in—chiﬁf?
A, Lt., Gencral KAZUKI, |

Q. What dat - was ﬁhis? ' - h
A. It wes in 1937 wh-n th- general excitement was at its tensest,
Q

. With r 'spog% to vhe situtation in China, what wasg the.policy of the
gov't here in Jqpan? '

A, The Japanese govw't as a whole was against increasing the scalc of war-
fare also was on the side of the mitigating situation, Among the
Japanese Nati onals there were two factions, . one believing that & bl
should be d~alt, the other holding that the anti-Japanese séntiment
by the Chinese would never mitigated by the use of armed forces, bub
should be mitigated by increasing friendship. In the. flrst place, the

“gov't was uiited on the volicy of localizing hOStllltiPS but the gen-

eral excitement and development of thlnﬂs Juqt pushed onn—oh@ thing
-led to. another,

Q. What was vour mission when you sent to North LChina in 1988?
A. When 1 went to Chlna, the north China Army, commandlng the 1st Army
and. the -2nd .army, was stationed thera, It. Gen. KAZULI was GG of the

1st Army, I was sont there to replace him when he b*came uG of the
ﬁwantung Army. A

Q. Were you sent in puroly military canacity? ._ _
A, I was sent as a purely military, not a pOllthal aommanaer

" Q. What were you ohargﬁd with doing with your trong? :

A, When I was dispatched to North China, the Japanesc Army in Northern
China was hglding a front along the -Yellow River; and. I was supposed
to secure this line, While I was thers I had no ordprs to advance,
so'1 practically remeined within this:line,-

H_Q. Did all »f the orders to conduct overations come from Tokyo or did
' they sometimes come as a result of 1nddpend@nt decisions on the npart
of Army Commanders in Chinal -

- A, The Commander-in-Chief >f the Japanese Army in Northeorn China recieved
orders from Tokyo; then he would issue orders to me,

Q.~Did that condition hold in China all the way through the War until 1945.
A. Yes, Wnhen the China expeditionary Army wes established in Aug oy 1%
received orders from Tokyo and relayed them to its sabsidiary commands.,

Q. Yere the actions of th Japanese army in China always controlled Dby
orders from Tokyo? * |

A, Theoretically, .1 suppose, that is true.

Q. Then whatever operations that were conductad in China cduld essentially

be said to bhe the resuon51b111ty of Imperial GHQ? B
A. Yes, | .
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interrogation No. 488 (contd) RESTRICTED

Q. During the period.Whon vou were 10 Chlna what was the connﬂctlon be—
tween the troops in M-nchuria.qnd the. troops 1n Ghlna esp601alLy
North Chinatl , s :

A. There was no direct connection between the WO groups, lthﬁugh they
were stationed in adjacent arcas. * ' '

Were they independent commands? ’
. Ies, odan e f Gnp ol TSR LN

-

- Army? . A} o

A, My nain m1551on. bifcp s flVP ye ars, was. o kmap qrd r ‘and peace. first
- I was charaad wlth stopning ‘the . hostllltios in the domonhan ‘area.
Later. a neutrallty pact was 91gned between the two countrles.~f1'adu
“fered to the provisions of the treaty and for fiv-,ycars I obtained
my obj~ective,

'AQJ What was your abJective dullng the nerlod Vou.com andod thewaantung
A

e ®

Q. How dld the Nomonhan hostllltles begin? T s -

A&"ﬂt first, ‘perhaps one, companv of Soviet troops: 1nvaded our territ-

N oy over the Manchurlan border line, and, 1 ghinky p~rhaps -the- Yorder
“line was not qulte a' ¢lear in the Soviet's mind; where we thought the
Japanese border line was, Was not, according to the und>rstanding of
the Boviets, the correct bardor.lime. The Japan~se had repulsed them,
using two comnaﬂl 28, then thL1DOV1ets camMFnced tc us, moré and more
forces, and we would “oppnose them with erzater forees, and soon, Then
perhaps, they wust have sent a reovort . to tho gov!' t.0of Tokyo when thase
incidents tock vlace. h Janwnxso 5ov 't thought, D> rhaps the boru

“derline shoud” be fuardud Hut as. the 51tuanion wony Jno an . more
and nore forces WLre emploved, it was the: Japapese gov'y intention
to stob it, and for this rens: n.1 was sent to Manchuria’ to stop it,
Localize 1¢t,

Q. Wére-the nuSSJ.an ground tro>ps ha tte .equipneq and were. they -better
ifighters than the Japansse had antlrlpat@d? ] e - W W

A The Soviet forcos sent through large nuibars and“the-Japanase'increased

. their mumbers too, of course: out my.own opinion :is:that 1 could not
say that the Soviets Had supn2rior qulpmont howavar, they had excel-
lent equipment and their morale was high, but not: to the dezrec  vhat

| the ‘Japanecse ‘could not cope ‘with them, but rather, if Japan. shoulad

: inecrease her: fJTCuS vradually, the scqle of battl there would Increase

L URbil there would be full-scale war be tWﬁbl the Soviets and Japan,

and this would be improper. . .. .. e m S ak R  Tay $T Hn e LA

Q. Were the Russian troops good fightipg;troopsﬂl gl A e RS Eui e

A, Very good troopse.
ﬁQa‘Were the Ru351an Alr Forces ae ngd dr b ttor than expectod?:
A, The air forces 1 thauﬂht vVory good.'but not to the extent that th

Jananese could not cope with them., The reason that hostilities
were stopned is that, while we were. engazed with the Chinesey: t0-
fight with the Soviets would b» %90 difficults
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Interrogation No, 488 (Contd)

Q. Pid Japan have any intention at this time of zoing b0 Wiy witH ‘
Russia? If it had be=n found in the actions that Russia was VAry
weak, would the Japanese have c¢ontinued tne operationt ~ -

A, I was in Chine at the time. I received an order to go to Manchuria
and I 12ft the next day, so 1 doonot know for sure the intention of
the Japanese zov't. However, 1 think that if the Yapancse had been
temporarily successful in pushing‘fqrward, atill the Soviets would
have orought up grcater forces, and it is my beliof that the Jap-
anese 2ov't though that it was not wise to spread the incident any
further and to fight a full-scal~ war with the Soviets. 1 wes of
the same opinion and that was the reson, when I roceived the instruc-
tions, I went right ahcad and did my best to stop the hostilities,

Q. 4s a result of the battle of Jomonhan, di the Army make any change
in its tactics, either on the ground orin the air?

A I think that the Japancse A.my learned only minor tactical points,
such as the use of artillery (because the Soviet artillcecry forces
were quite superior) and the replacement of supoly. dJapan felt that
her tactics should not be changed.

Q. Did Japan feel that her use of airplanes there had been handled as

" well as could be expected? _ | .

A" I remember that both sides dil not use Alr Forces to the extent that
| iﬁflgenced.in_any consicderatle way the development of warfare,

Qﬂ“Do_you have the figures on the loss s Qf_groundutronps,,artillery

| pieces, and,airplaﬁés"guring the period of fighting phere? |

‘A, I do not have it at present, dut I think that the Ilgures are avail-
able. mn | |

NOTE: A request was made.of Gen. UMZZU at this time to obtain, if
possible, fizure§ ‘representing losses for both sides, Japanese and

~a

Russians 1in personnel,jértillery and_airCraft} curing . the course of
‘the battle and‘alss on the total quantities of each involved.

Q. Was the domonhan incident govern d in any way the che tension in
ﬁarope‘af‘that timel " , Wy h % ;

A, I think that the thoughts of th- Government were thoroughly cones
centrated upon stopping this incident as so.n as possible. rather .
Jhan to create any distufbance., |

Q. Did the events in Jurope in any way effect this decision?
v . . : . . . .l LI i T
A{ My personal opinion is that th~ Scéviat azrecment to close tne incident

~was due to the Zuropean tension. '

g, AL the time you arrived on the scene, what was the natur~ of the sit-
qation and how long daid it take you to ~ffect a solution to the pro-
blem, | . P

"A, When I reached Manchuria, the instructions the Japanes’ygﬂvlt‘gave
to the commanders on the spot was to stop hostilities and so hostlili-
ties had c~ased before my arrival, What I actually did was to with -
draw Japanese forces away fr- the Russian line, and the Russian, did
the same thing., I ar-ived there on the 8th and aboub the 17th or. 18th
it was completed, I want to add to that that the truce itself was

conducted in Mosecow,
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Interrogation No., 488. (contd)

Q. Yid you dezl dirreetly with the commanding gen, of the Russian Forces?
A. The amnistice betwecen the two commanders was done »n the spot,

Q. Where were the actual terms of the settlement arawn up?
A, The truce was made in diplomatic circles in Moscow.

Q. Do you have any Dan ‘rs which descrlbe the battle in detail or
operational ordesrs that were issued to the troops before you took

command? _ H |
Those documents must have been kept in the h-adquarters of the Kwan -
tung Army and I personally do not what happened to them,

>

Q. The Gen, was uommander-1n~0h1ef ‘of the Kwantung Army for a long
period, During this time did the Kwantung Army always tako orders
from Imperial GHQ in Tokyn?

i Ay Yes,

Q. It was thought at one time that the Kwantung Army was acting indep-

"' ‘endently; in other words, without orders from Tokyo. Can you tell me
if this was true during any pariod, even tﬂuught it may hnve been for
just & very short peri odd '

“ﬂlifheoretlcalsr"at no time did the Kwantung Amy act 1ndeoend°ntly from

":'4Imp9nlal Headquarter. Howeve r before I was madL CQﬂmundOrulﬁ—Chle
there were seme perionds, sonme ‘oeccasions, or something that face the
impression that the Kwantung Army was independent of Imperial. nqs.

. While I was in command 4" tried not to give even an 1ﬂpr0331;ﬁ of this
sort to foreign countries, I belleve firmly that my offorts to
hold my: junior“commanders jn- a tl*ht grasp . S0 that they would not

“pun “amok, were successful durlis my t >nure, '

Q. It ‘was’ thdught: at ore time that the Kwantunﬂ Army was Joing to be
the hucleus: of an 1ndepenueqt 'Manchurian Army. an VJu ttll me what
"Yagis there is in faét fof this nelief? v
A, I don't think that there was anything like that. <There was ..ore pro-
bability, if anyvthing should happen, that trouble would be caused
‘along the bordcr >f Manchuria, so I alwa Yé'want ~d to vett-r the e-
"qulpment of the Kwantung Army, or if p0551b10,,tu increase its numer-
" jeal strength, but I could not" carry out my wishes, |

Q. During the entire weri od of your office as Commander of the Kwantung
- Amy, did the Russian have very larage forc*s denloyed along the
Border? -
A, As the Soviets increased their forcos along the Border the Japanese
" Hhad to increase their forces; it was_Just a zradual, successive 1lnc-
rease on both side taking nlaes, and the increase »f vpersonael in
the Kwantung Anny was re allv m)tlvatod by the increases’ on the Russians
51de - - 1
Q. Nhat'peak strength did the Kwantuns Amy attain~~the larzest number
of soldi~rs that it ever had under 1ts command?l _ .
ETTA The peak reachud was butwupn 700 OOO to 800 OOO - S

Qf.At what time? _ _ ok
Al Nineteen forty-uwoe - b p i w¥ g BN R SRENGLTE. o SRR
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Interrogation No. 488 (Yontd) ResT &I 000,

Q. Can you zet for us the battle order, disposition and strength of the
Kwantung Army during the various years of the war from 13939 gnrough 452

A, (General UMEZU replied affirmative a1y, )

Q. During the buildup along the border, was the Kwan tung Army uscd as a
training organigation for new tro*ps wnich wers sant over from Japan
in exchange for more experienced troops to be put in battle arecas?

A, The new recruits of three or four months training at home were sent
to Manchukuo, and there received further training, while the mature
soldi-rs were sent back home, This system continu~d from the time of
my arrival there up to the time I became Chi=f of Staff, Toward the
end of my tenure of duty, some raw recrults were sent 10 Manchuria
and trained.:from the beginning, but not all the time,

Q. As well as indicating strength of the tro-vs in Manchuria, will you
indicate also the time when the new ones came in and the more exper-
ienced ones were sent out and where they were dispatched to?

A, Since these mnhvements wer~ complicated, 1 4o not have certain figures
but I can get the information for you.

Q. When Germany was makinz progress in her war with Russiza during 1940
and 1941, did the Kwantung Army at any time consider an invasion of
- Siberiafl
A, It was the intention of the Japanese gov 't to adhere strictly to the

neutrality pact between the two countries, I was in agreement with
this idea.

Qe Did the Third area army in Kastern Manchuria construct an attck line
north of Hunchun which was contemplated t> be used for an 8n attack
on VLADIVOSTOK?

A, I deny any such intention or plan,

Q. Were there certain elem-nts in the Japanese Army who favored ean attack
. on Russia while Tussia was involved in the war with Goermany?
A, Therec may have been some who harbored privately such a desire or plan;
nowev-'r, I have not hesrd that they have any vent to thier desire or
made any move to this effect,

Q. Did Germany at any time to your knouwledze urge Japan to attack Russia?
I think it was mossible that the Germens wanted Japan to attack Russia,
but I really did not hear anything ab-ut it. What I meam is that the
Japanese Ambassador to Germany may hav~ received some such urge on the
nart of the Germans.

F’

Qe "ere those urzes ev 'r communicated t: you or to ths Kwantong Army?
During the tenure of my duty as the Commander in Chief there, I had
secasions to coume back .o Tokyo: However I never roceived any lnstruc-
tions to take any azgressive attitude towards the Soviets, and in fact
I received verscnal instructions--lettars--stirong, cmphatic mcessages—-—
from the Zmporer to keep the border quite =-nd pcaceful and not to as-
sume any azgressive attitude., |

F*

Q. The Emporer gave you those instructions personally?
- {es,

:
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InterragatiﬁnﬂNa. 488 (éintd)

o Q,_
ﬁ.

recaived 1nstruptlnnq (thﬁ_amporﬂr told him Ao Keep Deats i the.

Rie:

- 'go-increase her foreesy:

A

e

RESTRAICIZD .

v - L] . &

Dl h5 1vL fncqx 1nstruct1Jns DuriO“lelly Jr at a Uartlcular plme?
vhan I rﬁo rted 10 thu Thron~ the wnnltlons in Munchukuo, ‘the
lmporer personally guave e 1nstruct10ns. and when the Chief of Staff

Yorder) and the Chief of Staff rolayed this command O me ,

At -what time were you ziv'n those ins tructijns?

hrouzaout -the tenure of my duty. I r-caived .such 1nstruct10n oire-
rechly orindirectlys particula rly throe munthq aftor my assuming vhe
noss thare, 1 came b= »ck to Tokyo to report to the throne nbwut the
termination of the Nomonhan 1n01d11t Tho '1n3r‘r told 2 to keem
-.peace, When I came back here and was relieved of iy duty, the Zm-
porer told m~ emphatically ©0 maintain peace in Manchuria, and 1
rnlayed the Zmporer'!s orders 1o the commander thers,

Thpn was that thn policy from tho tiwe you becomé Commander in
Chief until you came back to Lokyo in 10447 . During this whole
sariod 'wes it the firm pmolicy to maintain peac O this border?

I firmly believe, and 1 can give my word, that this was the;fixed'
Dalicy ~f the Japancse govornmant,

Whv th&n was:- 1t naces ary to hav9 700 000 to. 800,000 trheUS therp?
It was my opinion that only balanced armed forces can maintain
actual veace. The “oviets increasaed their forces, so Japan had

Was the increase nf Japanese F-rc's in Manchurla always'cause&'by an
inerease - on- the part -of the Russian Forces?
Roughly speokinz,:-this was the case. | i
Later during the war, in 1943 and-in. 1944; when i, becane Dnar@nt
that the Japan-~ se n~eded more tr; mSs 'in certain ar-as-—-Yew Guinea,
Solomins-ete,=~why d1dn't you shift: sume s the troips 1T Men—
churia to. these areas to. fight Am@rlean tro st

At first, ther. were tro.ns en ugh in the ralnlanu to cover the
needls,  but- toward the end the Kwantung Army 4id <1 tch troIms
to> the scuth, e = ‘

Was. the Kwantung Army prevented from sending troops ino these
areas, becausg »f a lack of troops transport at ay tim~1 ;
Piret =f 2ll, 1% “toik time to send hwantun; LYo DS own to the
south. Thay would hav: t> board ships at Dairen or Fusan and then
sail south, and it was shrter and ~asier to send tro ps from
-1sewhere, The scesnd reason was that anything ﬂight hapnen 10

-gbhp.h@rdpr even if Janen hal ns intention of ag »ssinn azainst the

Soviets, I tried t)> maintain thk.fqrc-s in Nanchurld as much. as
nosglble untLI the crltical pariod was reached. "R

Has tbesﬂwantun; Army ever ordersa o send trooms ints the =outh
that they ild .not sendl i Lk

Absolutely n“t' thay ware always sent, - While I was Conman ler-in-
Chie® thore, in eny small allalrs I strlctlv adhered to the sriers
of the Imn-rigl, GH,. i ¢ g “
Ri-ht down to the smallest 4etail, then, vou were uncer the control
of Tokyo?

Yes, I vmarticularly zuariesd myself azainst 2lvins an impression that
the Xwantunz Army ran amok, because in  the part th~re was sSOme® I'Ue
mar or immressions ziven to the foreign tO this effect. o
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. Interrzation No. 488 (Contd) R2STRICTI=2D

Q, From mid-1944 on, a larse numbar of iivisions, th- bast in the Jap-~
ancse Army, werc sont from .anchuria to the Ryukus, Philivppines,
Foriosa and Janan, What molicy change was invsilved in th~ decision
tr witharaw these divisions from Manchuria®

A, I just follow'd instructiaons by the Japanese G vernment and 1 was
awar~ that the gending of the pick £ the soldi»rs iown ther - woul.
seaken the vosition of the Xwantung aArmy, agw-yer, 1 understopd that
there nmust hoaya b en s.nme negessity to o tals, 83 1 sent my tro 0s
58 Oraierady

Q.4t the end of this time- what was the strenzth left 1in Manchuria?

4, I am ot very certain as to the figures, but nerhaps a litvtl less
tran half 2 millicn, and 1 tried to recruit am ng the Japanesc, resi e
lonts in Manchuria to replenish the tro mS, Perhaps n°t s~ much the
p rsonnel strongth was weakened as the arnamentse-an. this was the

reassn thet the Kwantung Army could not r~gist the Soviet push at
the last staze of h-oatilitices.

Qs 10 return briafly to the China affalr, we have bean thld thet the
policy of Japan in China was U5 constantly sc 'k for snhme iinlomatic
polical solutiom Dy makin: >ffers to Chiany Kai Sh=k to get him ©o
coperate with Japsn under which arrangement hnstilitl °’s c:uld be
callel off, can the Gen>ral give me s/7Mme backzrunl m this? Is this
tru~s? Was thet alwsys the policy in Chin- =n3 i  v-u have any know-
ledee of neghtiations thri wera c niuct i with Chinaz Zal Sh k¥t

A.. I reslly Lm't have any cortain kn-wlacge csnearnine this, but I heard
thr uch nrivate channels th-t the nezotiations war:? bring cintinued,

Q. Can y>u tell me wh 1n the Hi h CHmmand, either militery or dinlo-
matic circles, woulldl know about the negotliations that wWirR gttt raed
ana the plan that wes intanded to b fallowaet with rezar.. t° the
China inci-ent throush-ut the ~ntire ciurse f th~ wart

A, The Prime Minister andi/or Foreign dinist-r, I think wers the mersons
who would conuct thease,

Qe Then wouli TOJO know about the nezstiatins during this mens L7

Durins the peribsa when h~ W s Premier, I understn 1 tha. he wes

£ty wo it personally, sc he nust kn.w, Il foel thisw:yd that sonc

Chinese woull coms over szying that Be wes the Jers-nal cenvay of

Chiang—f£ai-sheks how-ver, it may hava not D R B8O, anJ the Japanaese

may have n:t bern holding nazbiations with the Chiness, ani they

may n.,t hav> roached the Javanose,

o

Q. In the perioc Priar sherations azaiast the United Stotes, . alnosty
211 >f the Japanes> military successes were allly success., - Does the
G neral kn-w whether th}s ceused ~ny envy in the Japanase Hevel C1Y =
cles becrmuse they weren t in the limelizht guite as mueh as the army!?
Ay Durinz th® China ineid nt I think th> Navy to k un cctiv: part in the
tneident, so I .o naot think thore was. any I@as n why the Jdavy sh uld
snyy the Army's succoss Hr anythings Tikes that,

Qe Wer~ the plans that w-re 1aid in 1940 -ni 1941 o aturcX the Unitedl
States wholec-hearteily concurred in Dy bhrth army n.. the Navy?

A, I cannnt glv2 a very 1efinite H»inion on this beenus” I wos in Man-
churi-. However I understH i tha bath the Navy anl aArmy wor” 1in
azrea2nent in drawingz . uo th> plan for the assault m . 2ls> in cone-
Auctinz the actunl ovwarstlions, The army =n’. navy wer" in ~ra)llzae
tion thet this was the {ifficult mart ~f th> war, s> 1 think they
mast hare bacn in aeceorrs. beforshand in nlanninz ant weraving,
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Qu..

L

~vices was apnroximetely ecual?

[P
Ui
=
d
-
C
=
L2
-

Was the “avy perhans ougha: ints overations by the stronzer prli-
tical- influence f the Anqy? o | P |
I think that both s-rvices hal 2qual amfunt ﬁf auth . rlty,'ﬁﬁ that
actuality n-~ither couriand >r ianfluence .ver the'Jthvr .83 1n ¢one
duc .ing this all-sut Jifficult war they must hav* bean in aeecc T

In Lther words, a nati.nal >n-ratin »f this maznitude ‘hal to be
whole-he rted eoncur -ed in by bsrth Ary and Savy? ]
That is my opinion,

Why “D’S the gﬂnerﬁl say that the nolitical 1nf1u*nc* I the tw; 15 o

ol g

Whan I made that statemn~nt L w:s thinkinz abyut the m111tary influence

.ui both sePV1cos~—an thern may b2 syme persons wh- think that nﬁrhabs

LJJO coming frum the Armv anil still Premier, perhaps the Army had mors

:lltlcal influ-nce thmn the Navy, but I‘waq n.t really thinking that
when made the DrﬂV1 us statcmente—I was thlnklnf L tha Militery
authority. When thev had t5 make joint decisi ns, the Naval was NIre-—
cisely equal. |

I have ticqu that thn Granﬂ Clanbﬂrlq1nﬂ anc. tho vari us clise ad-
visors ﬁf the. Zmnorer usunlly ar-> Naval Pw'wle Wruld this tend to
balanc“ the moylitical '1nfluﬂn03 th-t the Arwy had .uring this veriod?
L neVﬁr th ught of 1t myself, and I cann~t sa ay anvthing mire.
18” like £5 2o now t5 8 *{scussin of the werisl ‘urinz which you
were the Chiaof of Staff 4 tha Army: Will you zive u$ a 4d-scrintisn
>f the backe sround 5f vour apn intmont—-wh ann.inted voru, why ys

- were apnﬁintoi, ane what bjective yiu were siven assuninzs fficel?

The apnointment f the Pers-nuinel .f the hizher rank fficers was'
iane by the War ninister and the Insv-ct r~General -f Army =ducati-n:
they consult with ach jther sand than make an H>prontment. They never
ask bef )rehand th- mini-n of the anmiintee, s7 that I Juqt rec-ived
the cable t5 come f r the murm 'ga Hf asumlnf the nost f © 1ﬂf g b o
Generzl Staff.

the Prime “irister hav~ ‘a hand in mAcin: thig apnointment?
Iheor tlcally the aanlﬂtmrnt shJula have n» relations with the Prlﬂe
“inister, but Jenernl TOJO was the Prime “inist r then, s hs kue
of my aporintment., On ny trin back howme, TOJO re~izned as frlmﬁ
Minister. ks
Were you appocinted bef .re Geneoral TOJY resirmed
I received a telegram t. cC.m> back .and was summon- oy Lo
.agnuming the pist; ny ;f11C1al apv ;intment had n t t ken place,

L

- When * P“ched l)kya l liscyvered that crenier . OJO had tendersd his

rc31rnauljn; but wwilb_lt was bﬂing tenlere?, he (T0JO) carried
n with nis cuties.

‘ T : i g i ; i ¢
In sther words 'he hal tenlerdd 118 resigiati n buf it Had n»t been
gocpepie . at talg tiael | % | '
Yes

‘Whén vou ascuﬂﬂﬂ th“ st f Uhief "3 G-ners) Staff 21 . th war
Minister 2ive you e- rtaln sbjectives? |

I receiveln. instructiﬁns trom the War Ministér,
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‘ Interrszation No. 4858 (c-nt:) RiSTRICTED

Qe Did the Zmvoror zive ysu any speeial instructl na? |
£#. N e@pecific instructi .ns werns alven t» me by the ann rer 21ther,

9. When you t> % sver thig v siticn, what assessusnt 1d v u mak~ .f the
military position .f Japen =t t-°is time? |

a4, I verceiv2d that Jenan's nilitary p:sitln was 1In critical ¢ nditi n
and that 1t woull be a hard task t+ continue omersotisns,

Q. What plan-~ Aic y.u mak' at this time t3 w- reome this w~akness ind
to carry n war?

A, Bef .re my arrivsal, I was >f eauYge in fav:r »i rec - verine stratvcico
P siti 'ns, inersasing tha air f:réds, M. increaging the nunbsr of
troons  and " Just contlnu~d al ;nz thoss lines.

Q. #¥hat joint plans “iad y 1 make with the Navy t5 defend the inner per -
iaeter~-that is, Zhilinpines, China, Fsrm sa, the Ryukus, h m- islanis?

A, I sradually inercas:i the numb-r ~f forces el mz this line,

Qe Was it your intention ¢ tizht a decisive battle in the Philippinest
A, Lt was not my 100 - fizht a final ircisive battle, but .y intentin
was t, nvlioour swn in the Philinpin-s, anil the messuras w-'re taken
alonz fals lina, |
Qo Dil vou consi .or that tho lags X the Philivoines woull bhe ‘eecisive
| an. erionlin: to Javan's =¢:n ny in Ny Wyl o
A, Becaus: the Loss :f the 2hilippincs woul. mean Javan's Bl z ouh 31
tron the South, we thousht that the 1uss 5f the islands woul” be a
serious loss tu Janen in an military anl ~conouiec sense,
Qe How woulw the loes of the Flitlippines eut yu £ from the § wthern
rggources rosion? ~ B
; : a. The cecuppie:s resin woull be isolate-s because 5T the sca riutes
AT being saversd,
Q. U5 )u nean that the sesa I'ate would b geverel Yy ur alr satrols
"~ ~var the S uth China se:s?
A, By both =irvlunes and submerines.

e Waat cosrdinated nlans i3 v.u moke with the Newy to 1a5fend this
inner p ri.ster?

A, It was the understanding that the Navy woull concentrete its larsest
forces along this:'line an” alss thot the Arny =nil Navy Air f-reces
would lefrnd this line t3 h-12 in chack the eneriy L :-eas,

/ R 4 \ . \ . . .

d. Ceyond that, did y.u nak> aw speclidie plans for gn allemt, es rif
natea stond, in the Phillinincs, 1ot us say?

.. poth Army and Navy crneentrzt-" as m eh as v».seibl> in the2hilippines,

Qs Yan you Jlve me an icder 5f why the off 'rt t» h.1i the Philinninos failed?
A, Naval op ratisns ~1d nst 10 as well as w»® exnected, and thr» battle of
the ‘air forc~s was against J pan: anc. renlenishment -f the pere nnel
of adr ani land fore's in the Philivnincs was nst sutticiont. ThH:ge
were the roas:ns why th» Philinpinecs failed,
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Interrozati.n No. 488 (contl) s afd @ T B E ST

Q,-

Yas the failure »f the land farces o) put un ths st-n. thzt thy
wers suopos- . to mak2 u» to .he sinking f tho transports in .ORMOC
bay as they tried to> roinfare~ Leytel .

L'ie sinkinz >f the Japanes: Transv.rts =2t QR4A0C Say was no ,f the
significant rezsons why it fziled,

On the Army siie, wh> can give us a comnlete enwraisal o the.
Philipnin=s on-rati.nf?
Lt, Yenaral MIYAZAXI, he is here in Tokyn now,

Wag Yeneral YAMASHITA in comnlete cherze .f this smeratiosnig

De was in complete charge,

At the tine you were made Chief . th= Arny Gen~resl Staff, the
Marianas had just fellen, What in y ur minl wss the significance

yf thz 1lnss >f the Marianas? |

There was very s~ri-us ~ff-et b-cous~ .f the fact that it was no of
the kay vsints f J-opan's inner ieofense,

Why 4i . the loss >f the Marianas mean that Janen would suffert
From the military stan?»Hoint, th-o lnss »f the Marianas was very
serious beecsuse then Jenean wes ~xmos>d to direcet attack asainst
the han-land.

Virect attack by B-29!'s?
Yes, an.. alsc Japan woull within ranz> f the fleet as well as the
By~ing mlanes, *

How would Truk an® Rabual be affectedl

fhe ifirect sumnly route to Rabaul would be threat-ned, New Guinea

was still 1n Japan's hen-s, but the line inclu.iing the Marienas

ana the Truk islands whuls no' hol.a after the Marianas fell, J a1m

an'se forces which had b-en w rkincs behind this linhe would suffer,

Also, the american forces bas>d >n the Marianas could bamb Jirectly
stratezic »norints, s> fraua the military view it wss very sericus,

At what noint .id the General ¢ nsi-er the war hal bcen 1l)rst?

Th> fall >f the Marianas mace 2¢ think that the sori.us staze of

it haz been reach2d, and th~ l:ss »f the Philippines stranztheded
my premonitison that it would bevery difficult t: resain rny stratoe-

gic nositi;n eran hed hald b f:re this,

L

o

Dicd the Army c.ntemplst® bringin: the wer t» a conelusi.n?
I hersonanaly urzedl the G:.vernment to bring the wor to a termination,

At what timz 415 v:u ures thist '
Oince my return from Manchuria I urzel the Gov ranent to bring the
hnastilities tH a t:rminetisn, thruzh -inls mrtic =nd Hth:r channels,

baa vee g, dhs wilnlen of s davyr LB Mg e Bt orss A0E JUBt B
ners nsl emvietl a e Foa W Y beyi<r 83 9% c orussl

: A _ i ~ N 'r - - . . A | _ N B e " gz < X 2.
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2RESIRL _Q._T.::J.,P_
Q, We have b-~en told that 1in mak1n5 plans. .for br1n31ng the war to an
; - end, the Army kept holuing oup und sping, Noy“we Hust fight to the
.'bltter end and in' th> caves and in nhe‘mbuntdlns untll evory man 1s
207 extermimated. Wnhat the zeneral 'says secms £ contradict this, and
I1id 1ike to zet the whole thlnf strai: zht, what the backrround af those
‘plans were? -
2. . w8, 4think that those- two vuews are in harmony because -im order to
«5 il 0 paArYY 044 that’ ueplomatic measure to success it has to be backed
¢ By mllitarypreparatione and’ milltary achievement; so; as the arnmy
. .ms-&.whole was conducting preparations and saying, "We must fisht
4 b t5 the énd;" however) at the same tlme the Army Hl’h Commanu was

in full realization that it had to be terminated.

& .

. Q. What was the date that the Amy- dlgh Conmdnd reallzed.that the war
would have to be brou”ht to-an end?’ -
A, It was the Army's idea that-is casualties would mount that both sides
.would think--particularly the Amprlcans would think—-that it would
- be better to tﬁrmlnate the war than to continue losing thousands of
men.,

Q. ¥id the Army High Comnrand favor hringing the war to an end at this
point?

A, The Army's ideas was to ‘zet some local succes There was no
opening before Augzust 15 to vronase peace oOr dnythlnp like that;
unless they attained some sort of military success, Javan's vosition
would be Vﬁry*unfavoiaibe, so they could not find any anportuni ty
to offer truce or accept any truce.,

Q. Did the Apmy consider making & unCHnditional surrender?

~obﬁdy knew what would Afﬁﬁon boeause o>f some sudden change 1n the
situation. & wanted to ‘termninate tha war w1tn unconditional sur-

render, but thought that some local succ-ss would Zive Japan bet-
ter vositlion, ' '

?’

. 3. What finally conv1ncﬁd the 4rmy that it would b b=tter to 20 ahecad
and brincs the war to an end resardless of tho ns? a
A, Yespite ‘the aesir= to fizght dntil' tho'*nd, they perqcived'that'the
national strenzth had becn ‘exhausted, However, the Arny realized
that if theyv carried on fighting, they still had some mower left 10
fight, but among the cavinetl menbers are those who thought that 1t
ought to be stopped; then the Emporer decided 10 sTOD hostilities,

Q. Wzs the war stopped vpurely because the ZSmporar so uerCtLﬂ?

L. It ganme to that, } -

G, Pid the army hBav- any considoration for the bombing of th> indus-
trics of Jepan, the bombing of the transnortation system which they
new would come, and such matters as that? Did they consider those
matters siznificant enough to 'nd the war?

A. It is a fact that the bombing was serilous, However, it was not a
sufficient reason to end the war,

Q, What plans did the Japanese Army have O renel the continous and
increasing boumbing that would have 7onc ont

A, We planned on concentration of the Air Forces. WMy idea was that
means of aerial defense ought to be exvanded, but aircraft and sur-
fsce were keot in »reparation for the repelling of the landing
forees. so we could not use them to full advantage, which 1 Tesrel,

_ﬂ—'_—-l_—-—-_
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Q. What plans would the Army have made if the Unitéd States Command ;
. had announced that it did not intend to invade, that it was simnly
going to increase by ten, twenty, & hundredvfolu, the tempo of the

- air attacks on Japan? o ! *

A, I would have increas-d the aerial defense and »1so0 exnanded the under-
sround factories where more alrcraft would have to be built, and this
would have tizhtened up the air defense, We would have zone on fight-
ing as long as - the nation could st nd. Land warfare would be the
last phase of, any war, so I  would have continued wreparing forit,
However, the stage where the nation would be unatls" to bear the brunt
of it any more, would have been reached,

Q. Would you then have comiitted to the air defense those mlanes that
had bheen earmarked to b=come’ Kamikaze?

A. *t was nlanned to save the planes to attack the transvorts in the
landing ovnerations at KYUSHU, and n»nerhaps they went too far in ear-
marking planes for Kamikaze attacks against transvports: so toward
the end of the hostilities th~y brousht out some of the vnlenes to

fight B-29's: but, as far as I know, there were no especially earmarked
planes for B-¥Js,

Q.O0ther than these few they broucht ut?
.. 108,

in bringing about the defeat of Japan during the war?

A
Q. Will you ziv~ me your estimate'of what w-re the decisive factors
A, Insufficient national strength,

] . " . A\
- 5 o o L " v . - . -

Dld.yJu mean by insufflclent capacity, raw materlals, etel
. Yes, In the insufficiency of national strength should b= included
the insufficient development of our science.

#}§3.

End of Interrogation -

(Jotes It was deturmineu that Lt. Gen. MIYAZAXI has cooies of notes
on conferences of the Japanese Army General Staff,)
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- APPENDIX "A"

chort subnitted by
= NLRAL UM=ZU

+ I, Jamnesa and Soviet lsses in the NOMONHAN Fncidont.

! o ,-.__._1..___"__,“__..__.,_,_ B ek e S e T e P st e R i . S i 1 S s i
l - ; Sovie t (eqtiﬂatei)l Japanecse . !
| RS S e A e 8 e oRergf maear e A ey -#““~~-*“—*“"* S AN S G W
Personnel | 35, ooo men | 22,000 men |
£illed 7,000
wounded | 4 15,000
| Guns 100 R | 110
Planes | 1, 200 1130 (combat losses
| unly)
‘ l(5O-~-7O pilots lost)

Notey Lstimated from Memory.

I1a The total Jananese tro.ps and the number >f divisions staticned
in Manchurla from 1939 to 1945,

T 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1 1944 1945
S S A 80 S AR R AR h_ﬁ_ “.._“_H“L R R
No. of | 250,000 Soo,oooH 800, 000 i 600,000| 500,000 ! 400,000 700, 00(
troops a | i

INO. 5% | 8- 1 = 4 15 - 16 9 | 2l :
- Divisons . DIV, | DIV, DIV | sDIv piv, { Div, ! DIV, |
| i i I(Almost,

R -i \ all newly

T S activated

| | \ . 1 | - dlY_QS) :

Note! Since this was written from memory, there are bound to be crrors)

2. The tatal number of Japanese aircraft in Manchuria from April 1941 to
Ausust 1945 “ |

m— = aF bt — e L = —— - —— b ——— w g W ]

Date v e P “Number )fwéircraft ]
. Aucust 1939 e oWy 500 — 600
.. 1940 il -+ 500 - 700 -
1941 | 800 ST
December: - 41 e Al T Y B8 e B00 o
August 1942 | . 500 ~ 6Ue
f 5 - . 19&3 b | I g = 400
- %1944 o 100
- 1945 o 80 - 99

Notei Since this wus written from Memory thers are bound to be
errrs, JThe above fizures include only operaticnal planes
from combat units, They da ot include a cemparatively large
number of rear echelon reserve air crzft d=ecause this fisure

18 vwery ciificult to estimato.
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APPENDIX WA" (cont‘d)

3 Janamese Divisions activated in MA&CHURIA from 1939 to nresent

—.—-.-——'—_"

e T e i

1t e 32
-I".‘-..

A i - A e A g - —— - — — ey e R SE————— W

R — “-ﬂ-h—-‘b

O .

i — e w e e T

“-—-_‘ﬂ_--

Division:number' Date of Activation | Division number Date ;fAct'
- e o, M, I s i e 1 RPN U o

T 23 1939 E 124 Jem 1948
24 October 1940 | 125 " 1945
25 " (?)1940 - | 126 " 1945 |
28 Aug  (7)1940 ! 127 Mar 1945
29 ' (2)1941 | 128 - Jan 1945
71 May 1942 | 134 Jul 1945 |
107 coW 1944 | 135 ; 1945

| 108 July 1944 136 " 1945

L 112 " 1944 138 ! 1945 |

‘ 119 October 1944 | 139 " 1945
182 January 1944 | 148 3 1945
193 " 1945 | 149 1 1945

g i e el S—

| oo ottt B R |

— — . — o ——

e W —— " e —— - i - — i —— = — N — -

NOTXE: Slnce this was*wrltten from mumary, there are bound to be some
err:)rs. p i . ‘; ' ; : »

A — E—— v e— e 8 o — i

III. The .four maps enclased zive tne following troovs .isnositions:

‘A, Japanese tro.os in MANCHURIA .as of August 1941.
- wooon CHIWA mon W "

o C. Japanese trosps in MANCHUZIA 'as of Auzast 19495.

 p. W [ " b“;q- wonoon ]

T A The.Ar y ?rouns tranfereh fraﬂ MANuJURTA'

- '_'UNTT - AREA TRET§”"EO T DATE OF . “V“MLWT o
,*"iilqt Div. New Guinesa | Oct 42 - Nov 42
.. oBH., " e, Doc 42
" eteh " China . Feb 44 '
- 29¢h. " Central ¥acific W 44 - Mar 44
'(Expeultl)nq“y' | | | | |
o . Fjrce) (Guam) | o T & oo nl
* " 14th Dlv Palau L 4 ¢ i
0t +Enllippihos Apr 41 - May 4% i
28th "W Ryukus Jun 41 (Shanghai)nJul el
9th " Ryukus to Formosa Jun 44 - Auz 44 ~ Jan 45
| 58th Brizade . - Ryukus Jun 41 -~ Jul 44
24th Div Ryukus (Via Janan) Jun 4«4 - Aug 44
| 1st Piv Philippines Sev 44
| dth Piv 2
E (2nd Arucred Philinnpines Aug 44 + Sepn 44 '
: Div) R . P&
' 1uth Diwv | e Formoysa to Philinnines Aug 44 - Sep’ 44 |
! NOV‘44
I 23rd Div ; Lhilipplres Oct 4i-lov z
- 19th " gl 4 Nov 44 - Dec 44 |
1 d3th Y For.oosa Dec 41 - Jdn 44
AT . Jan 44 - feb 44
~ 25th " | - - wgpans . 7 owT - lar 45 '
| 11th " R o oo | . gk
N il 0 aor 48 |
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