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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

e QI ——

This tiny work of mince had been revised and
the verses in it had been, to some extent, added to,
while I was in Calcutta /. ¢., before the University
did me the honor of making it a part of the F. A.
Text. In completing the re-print in its revised
and augmented form since then, I have thought
it advisable to mark out the new verses with a star,
in order that there may be no room for a plausible
complaint that additions have been made to the
text prescribed. A sense of completeness and a
readiness to profit by the suggestions of my numer-
ous and well-meaning friends have constituted the
motive for the alterations and the enlargement.
To these cordial friends my warmest acknowledge-
meunts are duc.

p.S. C.
LAKESIDL, EGMORE. |
15t January 1900






PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.
(1896.)

—snnt O I e

This poem has been barely suggested by an
English plot, too organicallv changed to give it the
character of an adaptation. In the manner of
telling the story, a novel method has been adopted,
not met with, so far as I know, in Telugu
Literature, but, in my view, deserving a wide
adoption. To conciliate crities I quote the following
lines of the poet Pope :—

“ Whoever thinks a faultless piece to sce,
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor ¢'er shall be.
In every work regard the writer’s end

Since none can compass more than they intend.”

P.S. C






AN OUTLINE
ON TELUGU CLASSICS.

To persons whose horizon of ideas has been
cnlarged and enlightened by a study of poetry in
other languages—whether in the original or in the
translation—the Teclugu Classics, consisting mainly
in metrical productions, must seem deficient in many
forms of emotional expression. Once of such is Elegiac
poctry which may be taken, if it has not been already
so taken, to comprehend war, with its incidents of joy
and sorrow, politics, and social relations, in all forms
and phases of fecling, calculated to stir the heart in
human affairs, besides love. That of this element there
is a regrettable paucity, if not a scarcity, must strike
cvery unbiassed student of Tclugu Literature. In
saying this, I wish to guard myself from being mis-
understood as not making an exception in favour of
the Telugu Maha-bharata, which presents no few strik-
ing instances, depicting almost every passion, implan-
ted in the human breast.  Of the emotions of heroism
and of grief, chictly, there are, in that noble kpic, utter-
ances which so far sway the reader that the lcast de-
monstrative of his kind cannot help fecling, as he gocs
over them, that his intonation has insensibly grown
spirited or choked and that his eyes have begun to glis-
ten with involuntary joy or drop unbidden tears. Nor
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i> the listener any less overcome; for few, that are
amenable to genuine, generous impulses, could resist a
sympathetic throb or a kindred sigh, when passages
of heroic valour or harrowing anguish were properly
read to them. Ungracious as it may sound in the
ears of censors, who are more passionatce than impar-
tial, [ trust there are yct large classes of literary
judges who would acquit me of all desire to indulge
in carping criticism, when 1 say, as a matter of stern
duty, that seldom do we meet with descriptions in
subsequent writers—perhaps with the exception of
Potana, the author of the Telugu Bhagavata—making
any decided approach to the power and the pathos,
pervading almost every page of those great masters. It
louks as though those gifted votaries of the Muse car-
ricd away with them the magic, poetic charm, where-
with they conjured up life and fire or evoked sorrow’s
melting tribute, as occasions arose for the one or the
other. The result has been that their successors were
reduced to the position, so to speak;, of literary sculptors,
glorying in triumphs of word-symmetry, consisting
mainly in their striving after aesthetic finish of learned
diction or in the wealth of musical versification. A
long,uninteresting interval ensued till the time of Srec-
nadha, who may be viewed in the light of the next
great epoch-maker after the authors of the lunar epic
—though I am not prepared to say that there were
not in that interval some stray, angelic touches, few
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and far between, but too unsustained to mould the
fashion or exercise an abiding influence on the prac-
tices and tastes of the times. The exceptional recog-
nition, which Sreenadha enjoyed, might be, in part,
due to his having flourished under the glowing
sunshine of a royal patron. But that is the smallest
part of the reason why he rose to the proud literary
distinction which he still holds among classic writers.
That he was an eminently-scholarly stylist, few can
venture to gainsay. That he was, more or less, of a
high-priest and a pattern for others in the use of
ornate diction cannot but be freely admitted by the
most fastidious.  Taking into account these, his
special personal merits, it is impossible not to own
that the undying mark he left on the Telugu Litera-
ture was due to his solid, inherent worth, far more
than to royal favour. Here must, however, end
nearly all the praise that should be his; for, in the
whole range of his works, few lines could be culled
which might be said to stir up the heart, by emotions
being depicted with adequate fervour and true realistic
effect, so as to bear comparison with the master-pieces
of the earlier epic-writers. At best, his writings are
grand specimens of faultless prosody, of melodious
versification and of erudite style ; and they may—not
inaptly—be likened to a speckless marble statue,
exact in proportions and exquisitely-chiselled in shape,
but without the life and animation which enthral or
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exhilarate the heart; for, in my humble judgment, a
poet misses the first or main function of his vocation,
when he fails to attunc the reader’s feelings to the
spirit and sentiment, portrayed in the context. The
aspects and forms of naturc our countrymen have
around them, must also tend to predispose thosg
among them, who are gifted with a lively creative
faculty or a playful fancy. in the direction of grandeur
in the imagery they conceive and the style of writing
they would choose. Face to face with a nature, decked
out in the picturesque garb of diversified scenery—
giant trees, with outstretching branches and a luxury
of foliage ; bright flowers, glowing in endless varieties
of hues ; mighty hills, rising higher and higher in gran-
deur and altitude ; majestic rivers and mountain tor-
rents, moving nobly or boisterously on—few, imbued
with any degree of an impassioned mind, could with-
stand being led, if not seduced, into forming
conceptions in unison with that nature’s sublimity
and setting them forth in language which would satisfy
the claims of what is known as “ imitative harmony.”
To this overpowering fascination, Sreenadha—a gay
Lothario by the way and not overburdened with vene-
ration for the God of that nature—readily, perhaps
unconsciously, yielded. His masterly genius made
his example infectious, and it had the general effect
of dazzling men’s minds and of emboldening the
timid and the ambitious, fcarlessly to imitate and
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emulatc his manner, which he preached as well as
practised by way of preference.

Two great poets, who, after him, burst before the
reading public with startling novelties of method, were
Peddanna and Bhattu Murthi. Both of them had
the capacity and the worth to figurc as epoch-makers
—each in his own way. Both made the effort. But
one alone of them 7 e the latter of them came off
triumphant. Such as are struck with Peddanna’s
originality and his freedom from a penchant for seck-
ing ideas for words rather than words for ideas, might
wonder at this result. But it is not difficult to ac-
count for it, as I shall soon endeavour to shew when
I come to deal with Bhattu Murthi. In the mean-
time, let me complete my view of Peddanna. It
must be owned that, with all his conspicuous talent,
Peddanna has nowhere tried to melt us into tears or
rouse us to any flights by * thoughts that breathe or
words that burn.” He has treated us to the common-
places of human affairs and to the physical effects of
the sort of love, which coarser minds gloat over and
which we want no poet to describe to the world. The
subject of love—as a theme for a poet—is, ordinarily,
an easy one to work out, as has been very properly
held by discerning critics. What are really its nob-
lest workings and its claims for admiration arc a
heroic fortitude and a whole-souled devotion, in the
face of odds and in defiance of disquieting doubt or
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disheartening  danger, bordering on dismal despair.
The unspeakable charm of self-sacrificing  stead-
fastness of purposc and  of self-contained, inward
satisfaction with that firmness—pointing to the seem-
ingly unattainable object of love and of adoration as
docs the needle to the load star—is the secret of
Love's triumph ; and it is in the description of at-
tributes, such as these, that a true poct really excels
and extorts awe and respect from even the worldly-
minded discreet men, notwithstanding that, in their
gross nature, they may regard such features as vision-
ary madness or culpable obstinacy, worthy of a better
cause. It is by impregnating poetry with the spirit of
Klegy, heroie resolve and unshaken devotion, and not
merely by setting forth in choice language the every-
day manifestations of humdrum sexual feeling, that
poets of high order fulfil their lofty purpose and nis-
sion.  If this is the correct standard toapply, it is not
for me to say how far this clevating, edifying, chasten-
ing, unworldly element is to be met with in the latrter
day Telugu Classics.  In noticing this fact, I mean no
disparagement to Peddanna who, in describing  his
heroines and other women he had to write about,
stooped  to dwell upon  physical charms,  which,
according to the modern taste and very properly too
arc best left out, on the ground of indelicacy.  l.et us
however bear in mind that the modern taste is but a
thing of recent date, even in other countries and in
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other Literatures. I am not at all sure that Peddanna
would be the worse for a comparison with his con-
temporarics elsewhere in this respect. An honored
poct of an oriental Court, a too frequent witness of
groups of handsome slave-girls (dasies) without much
of matronly dccorum or of maidenly bashfulness,
he might be casily led into these and the like descrip-
tions ; and if indulgence in them was neither resented
nor found to prove repugnant, the tendency would gain
cncouragement and strength, without any personal
predilection in the author and even despite personal
distaste.  To impute such a personal predilection to
Peddanna would be to do him an unmerited wrong.

Now to Bhattu Murthi.  Before going to him, let
me premise that Peddanna possessed a vast amount
of erudition and a keen sense of grace such as
befitted a poct laurcate—a place of honor which
he enjoyed and richly deserved, and that his best-
known wotk—perhaps the only once known—is not
without a considerable sharce of the sort of apostrophes,
soliloquics and other figures of speech which consti-
tuted and will always constitute a permanent clement
in Tclugu Literature.  But he Jacked a power (not a
defect surely ) in which Bhattu Murthi was without
an cqual and by which he took the cultured and the
unlcarned alike by storm. While Peddanna—rcfus-
ing rccognition to Srecnatha in paying the wonted

tribute to carly writers—scemed to derive pleasure in
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a style, far too rugged and far too bald for melodious
poetry, Dhattu Murthi gloried in what may be des-
cribed as “a beautiful procession of words that go
upon their way, singing,”—not forgetting to give us
an inkling into his leaning by doing homage to the
last great epoch-maker before him. Peddanna was
indced not altogether without quaint imagery and an
equable flow of verse, but Bhattu Murthi made it
manifest that he had quite a passion for them. With
Peddanna, the progress of the plot was paramount,
and all else—except perhaps an unusual number of
necologies and rare and uncommon words—was sub-
ordinate ; whereas, to Bhattu Murthi, everything was
beneath a harmonious blending of musical cadence
with ingenious figures and tropes, cmanating in end-
less novelty and in unmeasured abundance, out of the
seemingly-cxhaustless resources of his genius. The
cadence he panted after, reminds you of a soft, sweet
purling stream, welling out of a perennial spring with
variegated shells, brilliant gems, and shining bits and
sands of gold, dazzling the eye through its clear and
limpid waters as it ripples along. You may also
compare his verses to a bracelet and the words in them
—mnot to jewelled links, chained together,—but to the
mere lengthening of gold of the finest touch, with
a variety of precious stones, set and embedded in it
with exquisite workmanship. Again, his productions,
as a whole, may be likened to a Museum in which
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nothing finds place, which is not rare, attractive and
uncommon, or to a city-park in which nothing is
visible which is of natural, spontancous growth but
which is all parterrcs, lawns, trimmed hedges, puzzling
mazes, and creepers, clinging to well-pruned branches
or hanging from them as so many wreaths and
festoons—such as evidence the studious care and the
skilful ingenuity of a diligent and tasteful horticul-
turist. Just as a spectator gives his admiration
freely to equestrian performances in a circus or to
acrobatic feats at giddy heights—though he him-
self does not care or wish to do the like—even so does
the reader of Bhattu Murthi rejoice and applaud, as
he passes along the array of that poet’s countless
devices, issuing out of his ceasecless invention. With
him, the one wish, above all, appears to have been
to elaborate almost every verse into a thing of high
art as to liquid flow of metre, and embody in it an
imagery—a thing of high art no less. In a word, his
muse spoke in music, loved in music, laughed in
music, wept in music and did nothing but in music.
What wonder then that aspirants to poetic fame,
after him, were smitten with a passion to view
his most widely-read work, Vasu Charitra, as a model
and to have worked on the notion that their best
passport to-esteem and to popularity was to take the
cue from him and counterfeit his manner as best they
might. That the epithet « 2o ©0i558 > or miniature



10

Vasu Charitra” should be approvingly bestowed
on later works of poetic art and be exulted in, is proof
positive of the dominance of Bhattu Murthi’s methods.

The taste which thus irresistibly set in, has
steadily gained in volume as time has gone on ; and,
in the curriculum of choice books, recommended by
well-known and recognised pandits to ardent students
of Telugu Classics, a prominent place has been invari-
ably assigned to Vasu Charitra. When that earnest
benefactor of Telugu Literature in modern times,
Mr. C. P. Brown, got Manu Charitra and one or two
other productions of the period commented upon,
Vasu Charitra too came in, as a matter of course, fora
good share of hearty recognition and exposition. But
things have changed since then, when the study of
Telugu Classics was in its infancy. Ideas, till then
unknown and unrealised, have dawned on readers, in
virtue of contact with other literatures—with English
Poetry in particular and discourses thereon. The
numbers of those that have, in recent years, approach-
ed Telugu Literature with zest and zeal have done so
with the novel conceptions of what are or ought to be
the poteut elements of poetry by the light, shed by
other Literatures. One marked result has been a
tendency to make departures from the beaten track
and to prize the spirit and sentiment in a poetic
work over and above the form and metre adopted
and employed. This is an innovation which ought
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to be turned into a decided improvement ; and every
encouragement must be given to even the humblest
effort in these directions. If Telugu is to be a living
language and become what DeQuincey has finely
called the Literature of Power, two conditions prece-
dent are necessary vzz., (1) our heroes and heroines
should cease to be mere wax-works or puppets, open-
ing and shutting their eyes and lips or dancing to
the guidance of the unseen wire-puller ; and (2) we
must eschew guerilla warfare about historic forms of
words, about lapses from rigid canons of metre and
about servile adherence to rules, which may be likened
to the now-exploded “ unities” and other arbitrary
conventions of by-gone systems. It has become too
much the fashion for critics to turn captious and
self-conscious and to make mountains of occasional
slips and peccadilloes, in order to denounce, as plague-
spots, what are, at the worst, only like sun-specks.
Allowance must, of course, be nevertheless made to the
ineradicable datum of oriental nature, to the influence
of environments and to the bias, imparted by prior
studies and habits of thought.

It only remains for me to explain how it has
come to pass that this body of my remarks is printed
as introductory to Satee-mani. Those remarks form a
part of what constitute a sort of prelude to a lengthy,
analytical critique, drawn up by me on the leading
Telugu writers, past and present ; and I have thought
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it proper to publish this portion, as embodying the
principles some of which have been exemplified in the
Satee-Mani—with what measure of success, it is for
those to say, who know or can realise what poetic pains
are and what difficulties beset experiments in untried
lines. I shall, however, be very pleased if abler men,
concurring in my views and possessing poetic faculty,
will do more in furtherance of those views.
LAKESIDE, EGMORE,l

MADRAS, P. A. C
st January, 1900. J
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