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After the destruction of Nineveh, Babylon rose to be
the capital of the world and the ruler of all nations; a
city sixty miles in circumference, with walls three hun-
dred feet high and seventy-five feet wide. A century
before it had reached the zenith of its power, the word
of the Lord came, saying, “ Babylon, the glory of the
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall
be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It
shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in
from generation to generation: neither shall the Ara-
bian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds
make their fold there: but wild beasts of the desert’
shall lie there ; and their houses shall be full of doleful
creatures ; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall
dance there. And the wild beasts of the islands shall
cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their
pleasant palaces.” (Isaiah 13:19; 14:22; 47:1.)
Eighteen centuries ago, Pliny wrote that Babylon was
at that time “decayed, unpeopled, and lying waste ;”
and Isaiah’s prophecy, uttered twenty-five hundred
years ago, describes Babylon as it is at this day.

Ancient Tyre, while rejoicing over the troubles of
Jerusalem, received this message, “ Thus saith the
Lord God, Behold I am against thee, O Tyrus, and
will. cause many nations to come against thee,” “and
they shall make a spoil of thy riches; and they shall
break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses ;
and shall lay thy stones in the midst of the water.
And I will make the noise of thy songs to cease; and
the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. And
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“seated on seven hills, (Rev. 17 : 9,) that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” (Rewv.
17:18) When John wrote the Revelation, about A.p.
95, he was an exile in Patmos, “for the word of God
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ,” having been
banished there by the Emperor Domitian. At that
time the city of Rome, “seated on seven hills,” was, as
she has been nearly ever since, “that great city which
reigneth over the kings of the earth;” and even at the
present day she “sitteth on peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues.” (Rev. 17: 1, 15.)

In the Scriptures the Lord, when his people had
forsaken him and worshiped idols, speaks of it as
“whoredom.” (Isa. 57 : 3; Jer. 3: 3, 9; 13 : 27;
Ezek. 16 : 28; Hosea 5:3; 6:10, etc) And the
apostle John may well call that city “the great whore,”
(Rev. 17: 1, 4, 18;) for, of all the cities that have ever
acknowledged God it has been for many centuries, and
is now, the most idolatrous city in the world ; the only
“city where the word of God is bound and forbidden to
be circulated; the only city where the disciples of
Christ are not allowed to assemble themselves together
in his name ; Christians from Great Britain and Ame-
rica being compelled, while in Rome, to go outside of
the walls of the city when they wish to attend divine
worship. Rome has three hundred and sixty-five
churches, every one of which is an idolatrous temple :
in every one, every day, a piece of bread is turned by a
priest into a god, and is adored as such. All the wor-
ship, and prayers, and vows made in those churches
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most sacred book, the Breviarium, they must address
her, “ Gaude, Virgo Maria: cunctas hereses sola inte-
remisti in universo mundo "—*“ Rejoice, Virgin Mary;
for thou alone hast destroyed all the heresies in the
world!” And, instcad of saying with Paul, “ Lord
Jesus Christ our hope,” (1 Tim. 1 : 1,) they say to her,
“Quia tu es spes unica peccatorum — For thou art
the on/y hope for sinners.”

The apostle wrote, “I saw the woman drunken with
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the mar-
tyrs of Jesus;” “and in her was found the blood of
prophets and saints, and of all that were slain upon the
earth.” (Rev.17:6; 18:24.) For eighteen hundred
years the history of Rome, under its heathen emperors
and the popes, has been one series of persecutions and
slaughters of Christians. In the first three hundred
years, there were ten general persecutions against the
followers of Christ in the Roman empire; and after-
ward, for over a thousand years, the popes and their
officers were hunting the saints to death. Rome has
to answer for the slaughter of the Waldenses, the Albi-
genses, the Wickliffites, the Hussites, the Massacre of
St. Bartholomew, the Inquisition, etc., etc. The blood
of tens of millions of the followers of Christ, shed by
her, has long been crying, “ How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev.6:10) “Her
sins have reached unto heaven,” and “ God will avenge
the blood of his servants at her hand.” (Rev.18: 5;

19: 2.)

































