
The Visibility Gap

#VisibleWikiWomen's campaign for visual knowledge



Visualizing the gender gap

● Less than 20% of Wikipedia 
articles of important 
women have pictures.



Visualizing the gender gap

● Less than 1/4 of all Wikipedia 
biographies represent women.
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Making women more 

visible in Wikipedia 

involves many 

challenges...



Biases, stereotypes



presence in the public space?
(where photos are taken)

http://allmalepanels.tumblr.com



Copyright



Lack of sources

digitalcollections.nypl.org - Women of distinction: remarkable in works and invincible in character



#VisibleWikiWomen challenge: the idea
● Use March 2018 to make women’s images more visible on Wikimedia projects
● Photograph, license and upload photos of notable women for use on Commons and 

Wikipedia.
● What it is: a general theme, with suggestions and tools for organizing, which can be 

adapted to each context.
● What it is not (this year): This year, is not a big contest like Wiki Loves Monuments. 

And it doesn't focus on large-scale organizational image donations.
.



#VisibleWikiWomen challenge: the tasks
● Upload images of notable women and their work to Wikimedia Commons. 
● Improve descriptions on Wikimedia Commons and Wikidata.
● Use images on Wikipedia articles.
● Write, improve and translate articles.



#VisibleWikiWomen challenge: how did we do it
● Created a general coordination schedule
● Talked with partners + call to action
● Created a general framework for collaboration: meta page + category
● Created a Resources kit
● Made worklists
● Amplified through web + social media content



Partners



Partners

Women in Red
#WikiWomenInRed

Art + Feministm
#NowEditingAF

Murjeres Latinoamericanas en Wikimedia
Wikimedia Tunisie
#WikimediaTN

Association CLibre
#CLibreTn

Wikimedia Israel
#WikimediaIL

The Black Lunch Table
#blacklunchtable

Global Fund For Women

AfroCROWD

WikiMujeres
Wikimedia Community User Group Brazil

Wikimedia Uruguay

Wikimedia Argentina Wikimedia Bolivia WikiDonne
#WikiDonne

O Foundation

Open Foundation West Africa
#OFWAFRICA



+1000 images!!!
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What's next?



Join us!

#VisibleWikiWomen
@WhoseKnowledge


