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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERCGHAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investlgatlon of an Accident Involving Ajreraft in-
Seheduled Air Carrisy Oporati on

An 2irline accident which rc,sultnd in major damsge to a Model DC-3w -
G2024 Douglos, NC 15596, owncd and operated by Eastern Air Lmes Inc.,
oceurred aboyt 7:19 p. M. on June 5, 19%1, =t the Peter 0. Knight Airport;-
Tempa, Florida. No injury was sustalned by any of the lod— passongers. or
the ercw of threc. The latter consisted of G-mtam Goncy and. Cc-pllot
~T. E. Haynes, both of whom were proporly certificated md %ppreprlatbly

roted, and Flight Stoward Milton: Rogers. :

The flight, designatcd by Lastorn o8 Trlp 25 origifiated at La_r_;m_raigf
Ficld, New York, with Tampa, Florida, as its dustmati‘on. Intermediate . -
stops werc scheduled at %Washington, D. C., Richmond, Virginia, Greensboro,
Yorth Carolina, Greonville, South Carolina, Atlanta, bergiﬁ, and Talla-.
hassce, Florida. The flight crow from Now York to Atlanta, Georgis, ¢ . -
consisted-of ©iptain Harold D. Harmon and Co-pilot Edwsrd. L Foss. . Mter p
Geparture from New York ths flight, apart from sllght necumulative delays,.
_was uneventful until it reacched Greenville, South Curollm‘.. Diring the N
appronch to the Groenville Airport, Captain ﬂarnon used 3/4 flaps and
maintained an airspeed of 90 meH.h. The mpronch wzg towsrd thp north
which afforded npproximotely 4000 fect of runwny. “At' 2 point cbout 25
feet south of the southern boundsry therc is o dyke which runs east =and
west ond which is slightly higher than the ulrport itself, During the
“final stage of the zpproach the rlght and left wheels. snruck the dyke -
at points 13 and 7 inches, respectively, bolow its crest._ The aireraft :
appeared to bounce and the tz2il to come up sllgbtly, however, o normal .
landing was cffected o short distance beyond, The zireraft ats) then
taxied back to the pissenger station where th:e G'\Dtuln, the Co-pilot
and a Civil Asronautics Aéministretion ﬂalntunmce ‘Inspector . ex'*mlnad ‘
the landing gear. No demage wos discovered. Approxrnately 5 mlnutcs _L tcr--"
the flight departed. S

Trip 25 arrived without ineident nt Atl"ir"t"_,' Gﬁorgia. Captoin Coney
departed Atlantz ot 4:39 p.m. =nd landed at Tallahaossee, Florida at S5:57-
p.m., departed Tallahassee at 6:07 p.m. and arrived at Tampn, Florids at’
7:19 p.m. The approach to the Tampa Airport was from south to north :
and the aireraft first made contact with the runway at n poinb about
20C feet north of the southern boundary. 4s the sircraft was decclors sting
during the landing run, Captein Coney saw o small sireraft lznding from
enst to west dircetly across his path. He 2pplied brakes severely ond -
“thereby nllowed ths smaller airersft to pass across the path of the
:Douglss about 50C fect nhkend of it. ‘hen the Douglos had rolled o Tuw
hundred Teet boyond ite loedtion ot the time the smnller JI*D]."IIQ
crossed its patn, the right wing started to drop. Tho right londing
 gear collapsed and the right wing tip and the right propciler contacted
the runway. . The aireraft immediztely started turning to the right and
made a sharp 180-degrec ground -locp, It eame to rost h headed approxi-
mntely opposite to the dircction of the approach. .
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Subsequent investigation revealed no cvidence of malfunchioning
of the mireraft or of any of its components with the exception of one
of the highly stresscd Tittings of the right landing gear, which had
failede Exsminotion.of this break indieated thot’ there had not been
any progressive frilurs of the metzl. It appears, from an anzlysis
of the flight, that the fzilure was initinted during the londing ot
Greehville snd that subsequent landings ond takeoffs further weakensed
the merber until it failed completely following severc applicdation of the

- prakes ot Toampa. -

.l though the lapding gear was inspected “immediately following the. ;
- Gres,_,i’ller‘;in;e-ji:lmt".by ths flight eruw mnd a CAA Inspector, the exami-
- - nation must bave been cursory in nature boeause the aireraft was on the
" ground for = period of only Tive mindtes, Althodgh the corricr does
- ‘net maintnin elaborate mmintenance Tacilities at Greeaville, South
‘Carolinn, it does at Atlante, Georgis, which was the next schaduled
stops The flight crow did not report the Greenville incident when the
trip arrived at Atlanta; however, other routine metters such os minor
_melfunctionings werc Tecorded in the Pilotb's Performnes Reporb..
Captain Hamon 4id not moke any verbal montion. of the Greenville
ingidént to any of the eorrier!'s ¥aintensncc or Cporations personunel

i op:to Captnin Coney.

" PROBABLE CiUSE: Demegs to the right landing goar fitting sustained kK
... . im the landing st Greenville, Scuth Carolina, which
rosulted in its subscquent failurc upon landing at

Trmns.

COFTRIBUTING FACTCR: Failurs of tho flight crew to notify the jproper

- - euthoritics at Atlanta of the eircumstances
surrouniing the londing ot Gresnville, Souwth
Sarsliina, ' ‘ )

WY THE BOARD .

/s/ D-arwin Charles Browm

S-&cra_t:?;ry




