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Evidence cf GHANDGI LAk, taken on 28 September, 1945, [
at the Frisoner-of-Wer and Internee Cemp, liorotai, |
before lir. Justice lMensfield. g

Serrer Clerk JOGINDA: SINCH is sworn as Interpreter.

iy full number, name, rank end unit ~ | .
are 8355 Neilk Chendgi kam, 2/15, Funjab hegiment. |

I wes first captured by the Japanesc
cn 27 December, 1941, 13 miles from Hucning., I was first b
confined in Kuching rrison cemp, where I remained for two monthsr
While I weas at Kuching I was rut in a cell with 212 other -
Indiens. We were in the cell for one month, after which time we,
were teken ocut to work on the zir strips end to fill bomb craters.
For the first month we were prisoners in the cell nieght and day
but for the second munth we had to work from deylight to dark and
sometimes t night. We were kept in the cell ovrrnight, The |
Japenese gold us thet we weuld be given food but for three days
we were without focd at all. On the first day we were captured
| the Jepanese tied us up. After that we were not tied up but were
Y sla-red across the face many times.

A Some hustrelien esnd British prisoners i
o were kept In the adjoining cell snd we were beeten for giving \
- them fcod. I dc not know the name of the Japanese responsible
| but en fLustrzlien officer wes in the engineering office. The

British officers were Lieut. Fellower and Lieut. Hodges.

| At Kuching we were told thet we would
be teken to Lidri and that after 2 months we were to be taken back
to Kuching. However, the Japenese rut us on a ship in a cell,

The srace wes adequate for 50 men but 213 of us were confined in
this cell. We could not lle down or stznd ur but hed to sit

down. We were teken to Kuela Belat first, where we landed, and
then we were tsken by truck to Seriz, where we remeined for one
vear. The Japanese threw us abcut 56 pieces of bread in the cell
on the ship but meny of us went withcut fcod. ' We were given water
on the shipr. We were on the ship for three days.

When in Serie I was bezten meny times
with sticks and rifle butts sand I weas kicked a2lso. £ tone neer
my neck was broken as a result and my tceth were knocked cut. I
had scars cn my body from the teetings. I r=d to work in the
mornings until 12 o'clock and then we rested rfor en hour, after
which we hed tc work until 7 o'cleock in the evening and somectimes 1
until 8 o'clock,

We were glven bad rice mixed with lime
in Scria. At thet time we wecre not used to ceting rice and tecare :
week. Thoss of us whce were uneble to work were tceten gnd these ‘

!who cculd not cerry r.eevy lcads were also teaten. I cannot |
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remember the neme ¢f the cemp commender but L/Cpl. weda wes onc of
the Japanese therej; he wes one of those who beet us.

I suffered fror beri teri in the camp
but received no medical trestment. Lowever, en Indian cliviliean
dcctor there smuggled us scme redicine,

We lived in ccecden houses with en iron
rcof. One of the huts was sbout 60 yards long by 10 yards wide,
There were three huts; each contained sbocut 74 soldilers.

In Seria cemp we were glven Just
rice; for tirce days we were given & few vegdebles but aficr thet
we did not get eny for two wecks, ané then we sometimes got cur
vegdables from jungle bushes. A Jep woulc tzke two or three sick
Indizns intc the jungle anc¢ meke the two or three of them carry
the jungle vegetables back.

Two Britich officsrs, 2 Pritish scrgeant
end e rrivetc were teken to Kuching from Serile cery, and later I
ené all the other Indizns were taken to kueslz Felet. I was at
Kusla Bzlet for the rest of my rericd. I wes beeten with a lcathex
bclt, end the Jep elso tuck off a boot and beet me across the fece
with it, Lostly cur scldiers were besten s they were teken off
tc work, esnd vhen they seoid we were working slowvly they beat us.,

These who best me were Okes, Licut
Yemacuchi (the cemr corrander) snd Atede, Atade was the man who
gave me the bcatings, broke my right collarbone, struck me on
the left eim, end knocked cut my front bocttom teeth.,

Onc dey after Allied planes had gone
over, and everyboly had been hiding, onc of the Indiens went intc
the garden at the csrp to get some sweet pctatoes. Atads ceme
out and sew him there, znd Yecat him with & shcvel. Ee took me
into the lines znd tied me with hends in front, arcund the stomach,
end arcund both legs; 1 wes thus tied for 24 hcurs, end was given
no fcod. This cther Indien wes Lel Gulj; he is here in Moroteil
camr now.

At Kugle Ezlat we were asked by the
Jepsnese tc helr in en atteck on the Eritish. The Jeps seclected
35 of cur men end tcok ther to Kiri, Two of the 35 were Santokh
Singh and Nelk Lekhmir Singh. Taey ere here in camyp now. They
refused tc sign the parers the Jarenese esked them to sign.

At Kuela Belat, Indian officcrs were
~ut in cherge of Indien work rarties., I was beaten meny times ther
with sticks ¢nd bits of steel ripe. I hed malaria and beri beri
there; but I got no treetment for them. At first we were glven
enough rice end vegetables, but when we refused to help them
l egenst the British the Jerenese reduced cur raticns. After thet
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they brought twce Indlens into the cemp to lecture us to try tc get
us tc help the Jevs ageinst the Allies, but this had no result
and the twc Indisns went eawey egzin. %he Jeps reduced the
rations more, end we just got e handful of ricec a dey.

We were forced to try to learn the
Jap lenguage. We had to count, and when we forgot the numbers
we were beaten.

We uscd tc rlant gardens and sick
men were sunposed to work on them; sometimes 1t haprened that
scme of the Indisns were unable to works; but they were taken to
the gardens and made to wcrk, and beaten; and at night a sick
man would dle.

In one month about £5 Indlans died
of stervation &t Kuala Beslat. About over 130 Indicns died there
whilst I wes at the camp, including 65 killed by the Japanese.

One night the Japsnese cordered all
of the Indiens to fell in. Hcwever, I did not fall inj I hid
in the bushes nearby. I did not actuelly sec the killings, but
I heerd the Indians crying; and in the merning I went in and saw
thet all of the Indians? heeds had been cut off.

Lieut. Yemaguchi was in charge zat
Kuala Brlat at the time of that harrening. Cpl Huira, and
Oke and Atada, also were present,

These four were all concerned in the
killing of the Indians that night. This haprened about 13 or
14 June, 1945. 1 do not remember the eract date. ©Somc Indians
were beheaded snd the rest were bayvonetledj those who were
bayonetted included some stlll alive at that time. Two of them
are elive to this day -~ Sentckh Singh, vho ig in this camp now;
and Mohd Sadiq, who is in Lebuan. 4lso L/Naik Chunlam Hussain,
who has gone to Australis. Umed All elso was therej he was one
of those wno did not fall in,

Two deys later the Japanese returned

and set fire to the hut in which this messacsre had been committed.

I saw the burnt Indisns -- the ashes and the bonecs .

| At nights *he ogupenese made Indilans
guard themselves at most tirece, Une dey a Hevildar wes
compelled to take e wcoden rifle on guard, but he refused;

he wes.beaten so much that he beceme unconscicusjy then they put
me on guard end furced me to taxke tas wocden rifiej however, 1

refused, and I wes beaten. I was beaten with the wcoden rifle and
t a stick., The Japanese who beet the twc of us were Atada and

Morizen. -Ateda., Atada beat the hevilder, ihe Lavildar's name
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’ 1s Lal Eadshehj he is in cemp here ot l.orotai ncw.

| Then an Indien officer came and asked
the Japanese why they were beeting the Indians, pointing out
that this shculd not be done. Temporarily the beatings were
stopped. Then Atede asked the Indians to light fircs in the
barracks to remcve the mosquitces. A4t night Atede acked why
the fires had been 1it; and Atada said he had not asked anybody
to 1ight eny fires. He called five Indien officers and six ORS
and beat them with a steel pipe; then the rarty wes taken to the
militery pclice and beaten again until they fell unconscious.
They were badly injured. They were trying tc mezke the Indiens
say that Atada had not told them; that they had been told to
light the fires by an Indien Officer. The Jepanese Ateda said to
them3"You are no longer Indian soldiers - you are Japanese labour
corps." The military police beat them with cane sticks. Cold
water was pourcd cver the men to restore them, when they again
were beaten, After 13 days four ORs were brought back to the
camp. From the military police area they were taken to znother
place; one Indian cfficer died beccuse he was besten too much.
Nobody wes allowed to bury him. The Indisn's name was Subedar
ichd Anwar. ‘

In liarch, 1945, twc Indiesns escaped
from Kuela Belat camp but efter three dzys they returned; when
asked why they had escaped they seid thet hunger had compelled
them to go to look for food. They were besten by Atada and then
teken to the military pclice, who again beat them. These two
Indiens told me they were forced to say thet Eavildar Sheo Ram
ordered them to escepe from the camp and to bring back informatior
of Allied landings. Eowcver, the two Indiens refused to say this,
despite the beztings. But the Japs went rcund the camp and
sald thet Sheo Ram had crdered the Indians to escape, so Shec
Fem was beaten by the military police. For ten deys they were all
beaten, end had nc food. Then they were brought back to the camp
on stretchers; for 2 month they were very sick, and then the
two Indiens who hed esceped died., Sheo Ram is here in Morotai
camp now; he still has wound scers.

_ Atada somctimes used to z¢t an NCO
end say "You are having scme connection with Allied plenes', He
accused each in turn of this, end then beat them——--- somebody
was belng beeten delly over this. Besides Atada, Oka best us;
end Yemaguchl crdcred his NCOs to beat all of the Indiens.

I, JOGINDLR "INGH, being duly sworn, state as followse

I heve resd wvhat urports tc be s trenscription end trenslation
of evidence given by Chandgi RAM before kr. Justice Mensfield.
with myself as interpretcr on 28 September, 1945, and state that
1t is/True and accurate trenslaticn of the evidence so given

by the szid Chegdi RAM,
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I was rresent before His Honour Mr. Justice Mansfieldcon:.
this date when Changdi RLM swore thet the said evidencgnwas

true in substence and in fact and immediately before the seid
Changdi RAM so swore I reezd to him a true ang accurate
translation of the said evidance in the Indian language.,

(Signed) Joginder Singh

géGChangdi RAl:, do swear thet the evidence recad to me by

INDER SINGH immedietely prior to my teking this oeth is to
my knowledge true in substance and feact, ; >

(Signed) Changdi Ram

Taken and sworn before me at Morotal )

)
this 28th day of September, 1945. )

(Signed) A, J. Mans f'eld

Wl | HMH‘MWW pasn—————
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EVIDENTHFY 5004

CHANDGI RAM. a2,

My full number, name, rank and unit are 8355 Naik Chandgi Ram, 2/15
Punjab R&giﬂlent-

—— a——

I was first captured by the Japanese on 27th December 1941, 13
miles from Kuching., I was first confined in RKuching prison camp, where
I remained for two months, Uhile I was at Kuching I was put in a cell
with 212 other Indians. Ve were in the cell for one month,; after which
time we were taken out to work on the air strips and to fill bomb craters.
For the first month we were prisoners in the cell night and day but for the
second month we had to work from daylight to dark and sometimes at night.
We were kept in the cell overnight. The Japanese told us that we would be
given food but for three days we wers without food at all., On the first day
we were captured the Japanese tied us up, After that we were not tied up
but were slapped across the face many times.

T ————
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Some Australien and British prisconers were kept in the adjoining
cell and we were beaten for giving them food. I do not know the name of
the Japanese responsible but an Australian officer was in the engineering
office., The British officers were Iieut. Fallower and Lieut Hodges.

At Xuching we were told that we would be taken to Miri and that |
after 2 months we were to be taken back to Kuching. However, the Japanese
put us on a ship in a cell, The space was adequate for 50 men but 213 of
us were confined in this cell, ¥We could not lie down or stand up but had
to sit down. We were taken to Xuala Balat first, where we landed, and
then we were taken by truck to Seria, where we remained for one year, The
Japanese threw us about 50 pieces of bread in the cell on the ship but
many of us went without food. Ve were given water on the ship. Ve were on
the ship for three days,

|

when in Seria I was beaten many times with sticks and rifle butts
and I was kicked also. A bone near my neck was broken as a result and my
teeth were knocked out, I had scars on my body from the beatings. I hed
to wvork in the mornings antil 12 o'clock and then ve rested for an hour,
after which ve had to weik until 7 o'cleck in the evening and sometimes
until 8 0'clock, l

’e wvere given bad rice mixed with lime in Seria. At that time
e were not used to eating rice and became weak, Those of us vho wers
unable to work were beaten and those vvho could not carry heavy loads vere '

also beaten, I cannot remember the name of the camp commander but L/Cpl. .

Wada was one of the Japanese there; he 1as one of those who beat us, |

I suffered from beri beri in the camp but received no medical
treatment, However, an Indian civilian doctor there smiggled us some
medicine,

Ve lived in wooden houses with an iron roof'.

One of the huts was about 60 yards long by 10 yards wide. There |
were three huts; each contained about 74 soldiers. |

In Seria camp we were given just rice; for three days we were |
given a few vegetables but after thut we did not get any for two weeks,
and then we sometimes got our vegetables from jungle bushes. A Jap would
take two or three sick Indians into the jungle and make the two or three
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of them carry the jungle vegetuiles hack.

Two British officers., a R-itish sergeant and a praivzals ware taken
to Kuching from Seria camp, and later I and all the other Indians were taken
to Kuala Balat, I was at Xuala Bala: for the rest of my period, I was
beaten with a leataer helt. and %he Jap also took off a hoot and beat ms
across the face with i%. Mostiy our snldisrs wares beaten as they were taken
off to work, We asxed the camp ~oemnander for implements to do ths work,
and when they said we were workins slinuly they beat us,

Those who beat me wers 0x-, sJeut, Yaueguchi (the camp commander)
and Atada, Atada was the man who gave me the beatings. broke my right
collarbone, struck me on the lefr aim. and knocsked out my front bottom teeth,

One day afi=s Allied planss had gone over, and everybody had been
hiding, one of the Iandians went into the garden at the camp to get some
sweet potatoes. Atada came out and saw him there, and beat him with a
shovel, He took me into the linzs and ti=d me with hands in front, around
the stomach and around both legs; I was thus tied for 24 hours and was given
no food, This other Indian was Lal Gul; he is here in Mporotal camp now,

At Kuala Balat we were asked by the Japanese to help in an attack
on the British, The Japs nelected 35 of our men and tock them to Miri. Two
of the 35 were Santokh Singh and Naik Lakhmir Singh, They are here in camp
now. They refused to sign the papsrs the Japanese asked them to sign,

At Kuala Balet, Indian officers were put in charge of Indian
work parties. I was beszien many tiz:zs Shera with sticks and bits of stecl
pipe. I had malaria and b=2'i beri there; but I got no treatment for them,
At first we were given enough rice and vegetables, but when we refused to
help them against the British the Japanese reduced our rations. After that
they btrought twe I[ndians into the camp to lecture us to try to get us to
help the Japs sgainet the Allies., bad this had no result and the two Indians
went away again, Thsrn the Jors re2ucal ths rations more, and we just got a
handful of ricu & dav

He ware forced to try vo aziten Lhe Jap language. We had to count,
and when we forgot the numbers we wire beaten,

_ We used 4o plant gardasns ) sick men were supposed to work on
them; sometimes 3t hapveaed thas =zoms of the Iudians were unable to work;
but they were taken to the garderns und made to work, and beaten; and at
night a sick man would die.

In one month about 55 Indians died of starvation at Kuala Balat,
About over 130 Indians diad there whilst I was at the camp, including 65
killed by the Japanese.

One night the Japancse ordered all of the Indians to fall in,
However, I did not fall in; I hid in the bushes nearby, I did not actually
see the killings, but I heard the Indians crying; and in the morning I went
in and saw that all of the Indians' heads had been cut off.

Lieut. Yamaguchi was in charge at Kuala Balat at the time of that
happening. Cpl. iloira, end Oka and Atada, also were present,

These four were all coaceraed in the killing of the Indians that
night. This happened about 13 or 14 June 1945, I do not remember the exact
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date. Some Indians were beheaded and the rest were bayonetted; those
vho wete bgyonetted included some still alive at that time. Two of thém
are alive to this day - Santokh Singh, vho is in this camp now; and Nohd
sadiq, who is in Labuan. Also 1/Naik Ghulam Hussain, who has gone to
Australia, Umed Ali also was there; he was one of those who did not fall
in,

™o days later the Japanese returned and set fire to the hut
in which this massacre had been committed. 1 saw the burnt Indians -~ the
ashes and the bones.

At nights the Japerese made Indians guard themselves at most
times. Cne day a Havildar was compelled to take a wooden rifle on guard,
but he refused; he was beaten so much that he became unconsclous; then
they put me on guard and forced me to take the wooden rifle; however, 1
refused, and I was beaten. I was beaten with the wooden rifle and a stick,
The Japanese who beat the two of us were Atada and Morizan., Atada beat the
Havildar; the Havilder‘'s name is Lal Badshah; he is in camp here at
Morotai now,

Then an Indian officer came and asked the Japanese why they
were beating the Indians, peointing out that this should not be done,
Temporarily the beatings wvere stopped. Then Atada asked the Indians to
1light fires in the barracks to remove the mosquitoes. At night Atada
asked why the fires had been lit; and Atada said he had not asced anybody
to 1light eny fires. He called five Indian officers amd six ORs and beat
them vith a steel pipe; then the party was taken to the military police
end beaten again until they fell unconscious. They were badly injured.
They were trying to make the Indians say that Atada had not told them;
that they had been told to light the fires by an Indian officer. The
Japanese Atada said to them: "ou are no lo Tndian soldiers - you &are
Japanese labour corps." The military police at them with caene sticks.
Cold water was poured over the men to restore them, when they again were
beaten, After 13 days four ORs were brought beck to the camp. ¥rom the
military police area tra2y vers taken to another place; one Indian officer
died because he was beaten too much, Nobedy was allowed to bury him,
The Indian's name was Subedar lNphé Anvar,

two

In March 19;,5/Indians escaped from Kuala Balat camp but after
three days they returned; when asked vhy they had escaped they said that
hunger had compelled them to go to look for food. They were beaten by
Atada and then taken to the military police, who again beat them. These

two Indians told me they were forced te say that Havildar Sheo Ram ordered

them to escape from the camp and to bring back information of Allied
landings. However, the two Indians refused to say this, despite the
beatings. But the Japs went round the camp and said that Sheo Ram had
ordered the Indians to :scape, 80 Sheo Ram vas beaten by the military
police, For 10 days they wcre all beaten, and had no food, Then they
were brought back io the camp on stretchers; for a month they were very
sick, and then the two Indians who had escuped died. Sheo Ram is here in
Morotai camp now; he still has wound scars.

Atada sometimes used to get an NCO and say, "You are haying
some connection with Allied planes¥. He accused each in turn of this, and
then beat them ----- somebody was being beaten daily over this. Besides
ptada, Cka beat us; and Yamaguchi ordered his NCO's to beat @ll of the
Indians,
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Evidentiary Decument 5004,

Evidence of GHANDGI RAM, taken en 28 September, 1945,
at the Prisoner-of-War and Internee Cnmp, Merotai,
befere Mr. Justice Mans¢field.

Sapper Clerk JOGINDAK SINGH is swern as Interpreter.

i My full nukber, name, rank and unit
'~ are 8355 Naik Chandgi Ram, 2/15, Punjab Reglment.

I was first capttred by the Japanese
on 27 December, 1941, 13 miles from Kuching. I was first
cenfined in.Knching prisen camp, where I remained fer twe menths,
While I was at Kuching I was u% in a cell with 212 ether
Indians. We were in the cell fer ene menth, after which time we
were taken eut te werk en the ailr strips and te fill bemb craters.
Fer the first menth we were priseners in the cell night and day
but fer the secend menth we had te werk frem daylight te dark and
semetimes at night. We were kept in the cell evernight. The
Japanese geld us that we would bo given feed but fer three days
we were witheut feed at all. On the first day we were captured
the Japanese tied us up. After that we were not tied up but were
slapped acress the face many times.

Seme Australian and British priseners
were kept in the adjeining cell and we were besaten fer giving
them foed. I de net knew the name of the Japanese respensible
but an Australian efficer was in the engineering effice. The
British efficers were Lieut. Fallewer and Lieut., Hedges.

| At Kuching we were teld that we would
be taken te Miri and that after 2 menths we were te be taken back
te Kuching. Hewever, the Japanese put us en a ship in a cell.

The space was adequate for 50 men but 213 eof us were cenfined in
this cell. We weuld net lie dewn er stand upr but had te sit
dewn. We were taken te Kuala Bzlat first, where we landed, and
then we were taken by truck te Seria, whorc we remained for ene
"year. The Japanese threw us about 50 plecas of Dread in the cell
en the ship but many ef us went without foed. We were given water
en the ship. We were oen the ship fer three days.

When in Seria I was beaten many times
with sticks and rifle butts and I was kicked alse. A bene near
my neck was breken as a result and my teeth were knecked sut. I
had scars on my bedy frem the beatings. I had te werk in the
mernings until 12 e'cleck and then we rested fer an hour, after
which we had te work until 7 e'cleck in the evening and sometimes
until 8 e'cleck.

We were given bad rice mixed with lime
in Seria. At that time we were noet used te eating rice and became
weak. These of us who were unable te werk were beaten and those

whe ceuld net carry heavy loads were alse beaten. I cannet
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[#;cmcmber the name of the camp cemmander but L/Cpl. Wada was one of
' the Japanese there; he was ene of these whe beat us,

I suffered frem beri beri in the camp
but received ne medical treatment. However, an Indian civilian

doctor there smuggled us seme medicine,

We lived in weeden houses with an iren
roef. One of the huts was abeut 60 vards leng by 10 yards wide.

There were three huts; each centained about 74 seldiers.

In Seria Camp we were given just

rice; fer three days we were given a few vegtables but after that
we did net get any fer twe weeks, and then we semetimes got out
vVegables frem Jungle bushes., A Jap would take tweo or three sick

Indians inte the Jungle and make the two er three of them carry
the jungle vegetables back,

- Twe British.officers, & British sergeant
and a private were taken teo Kuching frem Seria camp, and later I

and all the ether Indians were taken te Kuala Belat. I was at

Kuala Balat fer the rest of my peried. T was beaten with s leather
- belt, and the Jap alse toek eoff a boet and beat me across the face
with it, lestly our soldiers were beaten as they were taken off

- te werk, and when they said we were werking slewly they beat us.

These whe beat me were Oka, Lieut
Yamaguchi (the Camp cemmander) and Atada. Atada was £h

gave me the beatings, breke my right cellarbene, stnukk me on
the left arm, angd knecked out my frent boettem teesth,

One day after Allied planes had gene

ef the Indians went into
- the garden at the camp te get seme asweet rotatees. Atada came
t

ith a shevel. He toek me

At Kuala Balat we were asked by the
Japanese te help in an attack en the Britizh,
3

The Japs selected
5 of eur men and toeek them te Miri, Twe eof the

35 were Santekh
Singh and Naik Lakhmir Singh. They are here in camp new. They

refused te sign the papers the Japanese asked them te sign,

At Kuala Balat,winddsn afficers were
put in charge of Indian werk prarties. I was beaten many times there
with sticks ang bits ef steel Pipe. I had malaria and beri beri

there; but I got ne treatment feor them. At first we were given
enough rice and vegetables, but when we refused te help them

against the British the Japanese reduced our rations, After that
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(;iay'brought two Indians inte the camp te lecture us te try
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us to help the Japs against the Allies, but this had ne result
and the twe Indians went away again. e Japs reduced the
ratiens mere, and we just get a handful ef rice a day.

We were feorced te try te learn the
Jap language. We had te ceunt, and when we ferget the numbers
we were beaten.

We used te plant gardens and sick
men were suppesed te werk en them; semetimes it happened that
same of the Indians were unable te werk; but they were taken te
the gardens and made te werk, and beaten; and at night a sick
man weuld die.

- In ene menth about 55 Indians died
of starvatien at Kuala Balat. Abeut ever 130 Indians didd there
whilst I was at the camp, including 65 killed by the Japanese,

One night the Japanese erdered all
of the Indians te fall in. Hewever, I did net fall in; I hid
in the bushes nearby. I did net actually see the killings, but
I heard the Indians crying; and in the merning I went in anrnd saw
that all ef the Indians' heads had been cut eff.

Lieut. Yamsguchi was in charge at
Kuala Balat at the time of that happenimg. Cpl Heire, and
Oka and Atada, alse were present.

These four were all cencerned in the
k1lling ef the Indians that night. This happened abeut 13 er
14 June, 1945. I de met remember the exact date. Seme Indians
were beheaded and the rest were bayenetted; these whe were
bayenetted included seme still alive at that time. Twe eof them
are allve te this day -- Santekh Singh, whe is in this cCamp new;
and Mehd Sadiq, whe is imn Labuam., Alse L/Naik Chulam Hussain,
whe has gone te Australia. Umed All alse was there; he was ene

- of these whe did met fall im.

Iwe days later the Japanese returned

: and set fire te the hut im which this massacre had been committed.
I saw the burnt Indians -- the ashes and the benes. .

At mnights the Japanese made Indians

| guard themselves at mest times. One day a Havildar was
~ cempelled te take a weeden rifle em guard, but he refused;
- he was beaten se much that he became uncenscious; then they put

me on guard and ferced me te take the woeden rifle; hewever, I

refused, and I was beaten. I was beaten with the woeden rifle and

a stick. The Japanese whe beat the twe of us were Atada and
Merizam. Atada. Atada beat the Havildar, the Havildar's name

e

to get
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‘ 1s Lal Badshahj; he is in camp here at leretai new.

| | Then an Indian efficer came and asked
the Japanese why they were beating the Indians, peinting out
that this sheuld net be dene. Temperarily the beatings were
stepped. Then Atada asked the Indians te light fires in the
barracks te remeve 'the mesquitees. At nigh% Atada asked why
the fires had been 1it; and Atada said he had net asked anybedy
te light any fires. He called five Indian efficers and six ORs
and beat them with a steel pipe; then the party was taken te the
military pelice and beaten again until they fell uncenscieus.
They were badly injured. They were trylmg te make the Indians
say that Atada had net teld them; that they had been teld te
1light the fires by an Imdian Officer. The Japanese Atada said te
themz"You are ne lemger Indian seldiers - you are Japanese labour
cerps." The military pelice beat them with cane sticks. Celd
water was peured ever the men te resteres them, when they again
were beatea. After 13 days feur ORs were breught back te the
camp. Froem the military pelice area they were taken te anether
place; ene Indian efficer died because he was beaten tee much,
Nebedy was allewed te bury him, The Indian's mame wag Subedar
Mehd Anwar.

p
them te ge te leek for feed, They were beaten by Atada and then
taken te the military pelics, whe agaim beat them., These twe
Indians teld me they were ferced te say that Havildar Shee Ram
erdered them te escape frem the camp and te brimg back infermatien
of Allled landings. Hewever, the twe Indians relfused to say this,
despite the beatings. But the Japs went reund the camp and
sald that Shee Ram had erdered the Imdians te escape, se Shee
Ram was beaten by the military pelice. Fer tem days they were all
beaten, and had me feed. Then they were breught back te the camp
on stretchers; fer a menth they were very sick, and them the
twe Indians whe had escaped died. Shee Ham is here in Meretail
camp mewj; he still has weund scars.

Atada semetimes used te get an NCO
&énd say "Yeu are having seme cennectiem with Allied planes", He
accused each in turn ef this, and then beat theme—me=- senebedy
was being beaten daily ever this, Besides Atada, Oka beat us;
| and Yamaguchi erdered his NCOs te beat all ef the Indians.

I, JOGINDAR SINGH, being duly swern, state as fellews®

I have read what purperts te be a transcriptien and translatien
of evidence given by Chandgi EAM befere Mr. Justice Mans field
with myself as interpreter en 28 September, 1945, and state that
it is/True and accurate translation ef the evidence se given

by the said Chagdi RAM.
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I was present befere His Heneur Mr. Justice Mansgfield en
this date when Changdi RAM swere that the said evidence was
true in substance and in fact and immediately befere the saild
Changdi RAM se swore I read te him a true and accurate
translatien ef the said evidence in the Indian language.

(Signed) Jegindar Singh

I, Changdi RAM, de swear that the ovidonei resd te me by
JOGINDAR SINGH dmmediately prier te my takimg this eath is te
my knewledge true im substance and fact.

(Signed) Changdi Rem

Taken and swern befere me at Merotai )

_ )
this 28th day of September, 1945, )

(Signed) A. J. Mans¢field
: Wo
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Evidence ¢f GHANDGI LAk, taken on 28 September, 1945,
at the Frisoner-of-VWer and Internee Cemp, hiorotal,
before Lir: Justice Mensfield.

Serrer Clerk JOGINDA: SINCH 1s sworn as Interpreter.

iy full number, name, rank eand unit
are 83595 Neik Chendgi ham, 2/15, Funjab Regiment.

I wes first ceptured by the Japanese
on 27 December, 1941, 13 miles from Ruching. I was first
confined in Kuching rrison cemp, where I remained for two months,
While I was at Kuching I was rut in a cell with 212 cther :
Indians. We were in the cell for one month, after which time we
were tzken ocut to work on the sir strips end to fill bomb craters,
For the first month we were prisoners in the cell night and day
but for the second month we hed to work from daylight to dark and
sometimes &t night. We were kept in the cell ovcrnight. The
Jepanese Bold us thet we wculd be given food but for three days
we were without focd at 2ll. On the first day we were captured
the Jepanese tied us up. After thst we were not tled up buc were
slarred across the face many times.

Some Austrellen and British prisoners
were kept in the edjoining cell end we were beaten for giving
them fcod. I do not know the name of the Japanese responslible
but en tustrelien officer wes in the engineering office. The
British officers were Lieut. Fellower and Lieut. Hodges.,

At Kuching we were told that we would
be teken to Liiri and that after 2 months we were to be taken back
to Kuching. However, the Japenese rut us on a2 ship in a cell.

The space wes adequate for 50 men but 213 of us were confined in
this cell. We cculd not lie down or stsnd ur but hed to sit

down. We were teken to Kuela Beclat first, where we landed, and
then we were taken by truck to Seriz, where we remeined for one
year. JThe Japenese threw us abcut 56 pieces of bresd in the cell
on the ship but meny of us went withcut fced. We were gilven water
on the ship. W%e were on the ship for three days.

When in Seris 1 was besten many times
with sticks end rifle butts and I was kicked also. £ bone neer
my neck was broken as a result and my tceth were kaocked cut. I
had scars cn my body from the teetings. I k=d to work in the
mornings until 12 o'clock and then we rested ror &n hour, after
which we hed to work until 7 o'cleck in the evening and sometimes
until 8 o'clock.

We were given bad rice mixed with lime
in Scria. At thet time we were not used to ceting rice and btecame
week. These of us whce were uneble to work were receten and these

Iwho coulé not cerry reevy lcads were elso teaten. I cannot

p— r—— T =
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Temember the neme ¢f the cemp commender but L/Cprl. Weda wes onc of

the Japanese there; he wes one of those vho beet us.

I suffered fror beri teri in the camp
but received no medical trestment. Lowever, en Inédian civilien
dcetor there smuggled us scme redicine.

e 1ived in ~ccéen houses with en iron
roof. One of the huts was about 60 yards long by 10 yerds wide.
There were three huts; each conteined sbocut 74 soldiers.

In Serias cemp we were glven just
rice; for thrce days we WETE given ¢ few vegdebles but after theat
we did not get eny for two wecks, sné then we sometimes got cur
vegtables from jungle bushes., A Jep weuld tezke two or three gick
Indiens intc the jungle and meke the twe or three of them carry
the jungle vegetables back.

Two Britich officcrs, 2 Eritish scrgeant
end & rrivete were taken to Kuching from Serie cezrp, and later 1
anc sll the other Indizns were takcn to kuele Felat. I was at
Kuzla Relet for the rest of my rericd. T wes besten with & lcather
bclt, end the Jep 2ls0O tuok off a boot eand teet me scross the face
with it. lostly cur scldiers werec tezten es they were teken off
to work, end vhen they seld we were working slowly they beat us.

Those who best me were Oke, Licut
Yemacuchi (the cemp corrander) and Atede., Atade wes the men who
gave me the bcatings, broke my right collerbone, struck me on
the left eim, snd knocked cut my front bottom teethe.

Onc dey after Allied planes had gone
over, and everyboly had been hiding, onc of thc Indisns wen® Into
the garden et the carp to cet some sweet potatoes. Ateds ceme
out end sew him there, end test him with & shcvel. ke took me
into the lines end tied me with hends in front, zrcund the stomach,
end arcund both legsj; 1 wes thus tied for 24 hcurs, £nd was given
no fcocd. This cother Indien wes Lel CGul; he is here in Morotel
camp now.,

* At Fusle Felat we were asked by the
Jepanese tc helpr in en attack on the Eritish, The Jeps selected
35 of cur men and tcok taer to Miri., Two of the 35 were Sentokh
Singh and Neik Lekhmir 3ingh, Tacy ere herc in carp now. They
refused tc¢ sign the parers the Jarenese esked them to sign.

At Kuela Belat, Indien officers were
rut in cherge of Indien work rerties., I was beaten meny times there
with sticks end bits cf steel ripe. I hed malaria end beri beri
there; but I got no tveatment for them. At first we were gilven

egeinst the British the Jepenese reduced our raticns. After that

l enough rice end vegetables, but when we refused to help them
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they brought twc Indiens into the cemp to lecture us to try tc get
us t. help the Jeps egeinst the Allles but this had no result
and the twc Indiens went ewey &gain. ihe Jeps reduced the
retions more, end we just got e handful of rice a day.

We were forced to try to learn the
Jep lenguege. We had to count, and when we forgot the numbers

we werc beeten.

We uvsed to rnlant gardens and sick
men were suvposed to work on themj somectimes it haprened that
ccme of the Indisns were uneble to work; but they were taken to
the gerdens and made to wecrk, and beaten and at night a sick

man would die.

In one month about 55 Indiens died
of starvation at Kuala Bzlat. About over 130 Indicns died there
whilst I wes at the cemp, including 65 killed by the Japanese.,

One night the Japenese ordered all
of the Indians to fell in. Hcwever, I did not fall in; I hid
in the bushes nearby. I did not actually see ihe killings, but
T heerd the Indians crying; and in the morning I went in end saw
that all of the Indians' heads had been cut off.

~ Lieut. Yemzguchi weas 1n charge at
Kuala Belat zt the time of that harrtening. Cpl Houire, and
Oke and Atada, also were present.

These four were zll concerned in the
killing of the Indiens that night. This haprened about 13 or
14 June, 1945. I do not remember the evact date. Some Indians
were beheaded snd the rest were beyonetiled; thcse who were
bayonetted included some stlll alive at that time. Two of them
are elive to this day -- Sentokh Singh, vho 1s in this camp nNnow;
and Mohd Sadiq, who is in Lebusn. A1s0 L/Nziv Cnulam Husszin,
who has gone to Australies. Umed All also was therej; he was one

of those wnho did not f21l1 in.

Two .deys later the Japanese rcturned
snd set fire to the hut in which this mecsaecre had been committead
I saw the burnt Indisns -- the asnes and the bones .

At nighis *he Jepenese made Indlians

guard themselves ot most timees URE dey a Havildar wes

compelled to take & wecodel rifle on guard, but he refused;

he wes beaten so much that he beceme unconscicusy then they rut

me on guard end Jourced me to take the wooden riflej however, I
refused, and 1 wes beaten. I was beaten with the wcoden rifle and
n stick., The Japanese who beat the twe of us were Atada and
Norizen. Ateda. Atade beatl the hevilder, the hevildar's name
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’ is Lel Eadshchy he 1s 1n cemp here at Lcorctal ncw,

l

Then an Indien officer ceme and asked
the Japanese why they were beating the Indiens, pointing out
thet this shculd not be done. Temporarily the beatings were
storped. Then Atede asked the Indians to light fires in the
barrecks to remcve the mosquitces. At night Atada asked why
the fires had been 1it; and Atada said he had not asked anybody
to light eny fires. He called five Indian officers and six ORs
and beat them with a2 steel pipe; then the rarty wes taken to the
militery pclice and becaten egein until they fell unconscious.
They were badly injured. They were trying tc meke the Indlens
say that Atada had nct told themj that they had been told to
1ight the fires by an Indien Officer, The Jepanese Ateda said to
thems"You are nc longer Indian soldiers - you are Japanese labour
corps.” The militery policc beat them with csne sticks. Cold °
water was poured cver the men tc restore them, when they agaln
were beaten. After 13 days four ORs were brought back to the
camp., From the military police area they were taken to znother
place; one Indian cfficer died beceuse he was beeten too much,
Nobody wes allowed to bury him. The Indien's name was Subedar
Mohd Anwar.

In Iiarch, 1945, two Indlens escaped
from Kuela Brlat camp but efter three dzys they returnedj when
esked why they had esceped they ssid thet hunger had compelled
them tc go to lcok for foocd. They were beaten by Atada and then
teken to the military pclice, who again beat them. These two
Indisns told me they were forced to say that Havildar Sheo Ram

ordered them to cscepe from the cemp and to bring back informatlor
of A1lied landings. However, the two Indiens refused to say thig,

despite the beatings. But the Japs went rcound the camp and
said thet Shec Ram had crdered the Indians to escape, so Sheo

Fam was beaten by the military police. For ten dzys they were all

beaten, znd hed nv focod. Then they were brought back tc the camp
on stretchers; for 2 month they were very sick, and then the

two Indiens whc hed escaped died. Sheo Ram is here in Morotal
camp now; he still has wound scers.

Ateda somctimes used to z«t an NCO
end sey "You ere having some connection with Allied plenes'., He
accused each in turn of this, 2nd then bteat them----- somebody
was being beeten dzily over this, Besides Atada, Oka beet us;
end Yemeguchl crdered his NCOs to beat all cf the Indiens.

I, JOGINDLR “INGH, being duly sworn, state es followsg

I heve reesd vhat "urports tc be a2 transeription and trenslaticn
of evidence given by Chandgi BAk before kr. Justice HMans{field.
with myself as interpretcr on 28 September, 1945, and state that
it is/%rue and accurate trenslation of the evidence so gilven

-by'the seid Chzgdl RAM,
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I was rresent before His Honour Mr. Justice Mensfieldcon:
this dete when Changdi RLM swore that the sezid evidence was
true in substsnce and in fact and {immediately before the saeid
Changdi RAM so swore I reed to him a true and accurate
trenslation of the seid evidzsnce in the Indian language.
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(Sizned) Joginder Singh

I, Chengdi RAl, do swear thet the evidence rcad to me by
JéGIRDAH SINGE immedisztely prior to my teking this ocath is to
my knowledge tvue in substanze and fact.

(Signed) Changdi Ram
Taken and sworn before me at Morotal )
this 28th day of Scptember, 1945. )

(Signcd) A. J. Uensfleld
Comminsioncls
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